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Pastor  of  the  Baptist  O lurch 
at  Horsley  in  Glouieester  SJhire 
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THE 


BAPTIST 

ANNUAL  REGISTER, 

% 

FOR  1794,  1795,  1796—1797, 

r 

INCLUDING 

SKETCHES 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION 

AMONG 

DIFFERENT  DENOMINATIONS 

OF  GOOD  MEN 

AT  HOME  AND  AEROAD. 


By  JOHN  RIPPON,  D.D. 


From  Eaft  to  Wed,  from  North  to  South, 
Now  be  his  name  ador’d  ! 

Europe,  with  all  thy  millions,  fhout 
Hofannahs  to  thy  Lord  ! 

Asia  and  Africa,  refound 
From  fhore  to  fhore  his  fame  ; 

And  thou,  America,  in  fongs, 
Redeeming  love  proclaim ! 


Sold  by  hlESSRS.  DILIA  ,  BIJ  F  i  ON,  and  rHOlVlAS,  London  ; 
BROWN,  JAMES,  and  COTTLE,  Bristol  ;  OGLE,  Edinburgh  ; 
ALLEIN,  Dublin;  and  may,  be  had  of  the  Baptist  Ministers 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Richmond,  Savannah, 
and  Charleston,  in  America. 
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directions  to  the  binder. 

Sheets  a  E,  and  half  fteet  F,  whofe  running  title 
-3  a  The  Hiftory  of  the  Weifti  Affociation,”  witn  its 
preface  half  Iheet,  fignature  a,  mult  all  be  taken  out  o 
numbers  io,  u,  12,  13,  and  preferved  with  formal  un- 

finifhed  articles. 

The  Portraits . 


Rev.  Mr.  Francis’s  to  face  the  title  page. 
Rev.  Mr.  Clarke’s  to  face  page  276. 

Rev.  Dr.  Stennett’s  to  face  page  3S0. 


TO  THE  PURCHASER. 

The  unfinifhed  articles  which  came  out  In  the  firft, 
fecond,  and  following  numbers  of  the  Regifter,  together 
v/ith  the  Hiftorv  of  the  Welfn  Affociation,  which  if  now 
all  printed,  will  make  near  half  a  volume—this  we  hajien  to 
complete,  as  health  and  leiiure  may  permit,  in  the  couife 
of  a  few  numbers. 

Odd  numbers  may  be  hadio  complete  fets,  at  the  hi  ft  price. 

The  price  of  the  two  volumes,  now  finifhed,  extend- 
in 2;  from  179®  to  179 b~7>  ^  half  bound  and  lettered. 

The  History  of  the  Welsh  Association  is 
printed  and  fold  in  a  feparate  piece,  price  is.  6 d.  Apply 
to  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Leominfter;  or  to  any  of  the  perfons 

*  who  circulate  the  Regifter. 

Alfo  the  mod  beautiful  and  correct  edition  ever  printed 
of  Wilfon’s  Scripture  Manual — final  1  fize,  1  \d.  uncut; 
ft  itched  in  blue  covers  and  cut  2d. 

The  Baptift  Catechifm,  with  or  without  proofs,  may 
accompany  the  Regifter  at  any  time. 

Allowance  to  thofe  who  give  them  away . 


N.  B.  Corrections  are  defined  for  a  new  lift  of  all  the 
Baptift  churches  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  W  ales, 
in  which  the  minifters  and  pallors  ihould  he  diftinguifhed 
from  each  other  ;  and  the  number  of  members  in  every 
church  afeertained.  I  he  names  and  ages  of  each  or  the 
deacons,  alfo  would  be  highly  acceptable  for  number  XV  * 
of  the  Regifter. 

If  brethren,  either  in  the  miniftry  or  not,  would,  of 
their  own  accord,  undertake  this  fervice  ;  and  one  in 
each  diftridt  procure  a  lift  of  information,  he  might  con¬ 
vey  it,  foon  after  the  Affociations  in  June,  to  Mr.  R. 
by  whom  it  would  be  refpedtfully  treated,  if  drawn  up 
v/ith  the  accuracy  fuel)  an  article  requires 
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TZ/rf’  Names  of  Minijlers  in  this  Catalogue  are  printed  in 
Italics ,  and  fo  diftinguijhed  from  Pajlors . 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 

CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS* 

1.  Bedford,  i  ft  Church  - Hillyard 

2.  — — — - -  2d  Church  Thomas  Ranger 

3*  Bigglefwade  -  - 

4.  Blunham  -----  Martin  Mayle 

NOT  E.S. 

*  Many  of  the  churches  in  this  lift  are  deftitute  oS.  paftors^  but  moft  of 
them  are  fupplied  with  minijlers  j  and  feveral,  who  have  not  jlated.  refident 
minifters,  are  regularly  fupplied  by  the  pallors  of  neighbouring  churches 
and  others. 

t  After  numerous  letters  written,  and  incredible  pains  taken  to  render 
this  lift  perfefl ;  it  is  probable  other  alterations  Ihould  have  been  made 
in  it  :---However  the  moft  recent  information  has  been  introduced,  and 
fome  as  late  as  May  15,  1794..  The  corrections  which  may  hereafter 
be  found  neceftary  can  be  inferted  among  the  errata. 

Number  1.  Is  the  mixed  communion  church,  over  which  the  famous 
Mr.  John  Bunyan  prefided  ;  the  late  pallor  of  it,  Mr.  Jofilua  Symonds, 
was  for  ieveral  years  a  paedobaptift.  In  1772,  he  became  a  baptift,  and, 
agreeably  to  the  original  conllitution  of  the  church,  remained  in  his 
office.  The  prelent  amiable  youngpallor  of  it  is  a.  paedobaptift,  under  whole 
labours  it  is  faid,  more  baptifts  than  psedobaptifts  have  been  added  to 
this  fociety. 

2.  This  is  a  church  formed  upon  the  ftri£l  communion  plan,  and  is 
principally  a  late  feparation  from  Mr.  Bunyan’s  old  church;  Mr.  Ranger 
who  has  the  charge  of  it,  was  the  predeceffor  of  Mr.  John  Giles,  in  the 
palloral  office  of  the  church  at  Eyethorn  in  Kent. 

3.  Mr.  James  Bowers,  who  was  pallor  at  Bigglefwade,  removed,  and 
is  fettled  with  an  independent  church  at  Haverhill  in  Elfex. 

May,  1794.  a  5  Carlton 
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names  of  pastors  and  ministers. 


Freeman 
W  akeiiekl 


Francis  Hughes 
W  illiam  Dickens 
Thomas  Wake 
John  Emery 
Thomas  Piliy 
William  Coles 
Edward  lUabbutt 
Richard  Grindon 
John  Gamby 
yames  Pratt 


20.  Farringdon 

21.  Kingfton-Lifle 

22.  Newbury 

23.  Oakingham 

24.  Reading 

25.  Wantage  - 


BERKSHIRE. 

-  Daniel  Turner 

John  Evans* 


-  -  Thomas  Smith 

-  James  Bicheno 

-  Thomas  Burgwin 

-  -  -  Thomas  Davis 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


26.  Cheneys  -  -  -  - 

27.  Chelham  -  -  - 

28.  Colnbrook  -  - 

29.  High  Wycombe  -  - 

30.  Newport  Pagnell 


-  Nathan  Sharman 

-  James  Sleap 

-  John  Lloyd 
William  Scott 

-  John  Muddiman 


NOTES, 


10.  Mr.  Thomas  Wake  was,  till  of  late,  paftor  of  Smarden  in  Kent* 
20.  The  meeting-houfe  at  Farringdon  was  ere&ed  a  few  years  iince, 
on  the  fpot  where  the  famous  Mr.  Richard  Steed’s  had  been.  Mr. 
Thomas  Dunfcombe,  paftor  of  the  church  at  Coat,  has  regularly  fupplied 
it  once  a  fortnight,  on  the  Lord’s  day  evening,  ever  ft  nee  1772. 

25.  When  the  lift  was  printed  in  1790,  the  church  at  Wantage  was 
deftituteof  a  paftor;  ftnee  then,  Mr.  Enoch  Francis,  who  removed  from 
Exeter,  filled  that  office  among  them,  but  has  lately  refigned  it. 

30.  Mr.  Muddiman  is  above  70  years  of  age,  refides  at  Long  Buckby, 
and  preaches  once  a  fortnight  at  Newport  :  Mr.  Chater,  ot  Olney,  a 
town  five  miles  from  Newport,  preaches  to  this  congregation  the  other 
Lord’s-days. 


31 


Olney 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 


31.  Olney  ------ 

32.  Princes  Risborough  -  - 

33.  Stony  Stratford  -  -  - 

34.  Waddefdon  Hill 

35.  Woodrow  -  - 


John  SutclifF 
Jofeph  Crook 
ohn  Goodrich 

Richard  Morris 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


36.  Cambridge 

37.  Cottenham 

38.  Gamlingay 

39.  Over  -  -  - 

40.  Soham  -  -  - 

41.  Sutton 

42.  Wisbeach  -  - 


-  -  Robert  Hall 

-  -  Thomas  Baron 

-  -  William  Pain 

-  -  Thomas  Lee 

-  -  Francis  Bland 

-  -  George  Norman 

-  -  -  Fi  fher 


CHESHIRE. 

43.  Chefter  -  -  -  -  S.  Hatch 

44.  Brafey-Green  -  ~ 

45.  Warford  -  -  -  -  -  Thomas  Holt 

CORNWALL. 

46.  Chacewater  -  -  -  Robert  Redding 

47.  Falmouth  -  -  - 

CUMBERLAND. 

48.  Broughton  -----  Jacob  Hutton 

49.  Whitehaven  -  -  -  _ 

DERBYSHIRE. 

50.  Derby  ------  Charles  Briggs 

51.  Lofcoe  -----  William  Fletcher 

< . 

NOTES. 

4-3*  Mr*  Hatch,  formerly  at  Stoney  Stratford,  and  more  lately  at 
Yeovil,  with  about  feventy  others  in  the  fame  company,  were  about  to 
fail  from  Liverpool  to  America.-— The  deftitute  fociety  at  Chefter,  find¬ 
ing  him  difengaged,  wiftied  for  his  help---this  accounts  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  his  name  above. 

49.  Mr.  William  Graham,  the  late  paftor  of  Whitehaven,  is  gone  to 
the  Sandemanians. 

50.  This  is  an  infant  intereft:  Mr.  Charles  Briggs,  fometime  afiiftant 
at  Lofcoe,  divides  his  labour  between  the  fociety  at  Derby,  and  that  at 
Hanley,  Staffordihire. 

51.  In  the  firft  edition  of  the  lift  of  1790,  Codnor  and  Lofcoe  were 
enrolled  as  two  churches :  Brother  Hopper  of  Nottingham;  in  a  letter, 

a  2  corrects 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


DEVONSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

52  Bampton  -  - 

53  Bovey  Tracey 

54  Culluinpton 

55  Dartmouth 

56  Exeter 

57  Kingsbridge 

58  Modbury 

5 9  Plymouth  -  - 

60  Plymouth  Dock 

61  Prefcott  -  - 

62  Tiverton 

63  Upottery  -  - 


NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

-  -  Samuel  Norman 

-  -  Hugh  IV illiams 

-  -  Nicholas  Giilard 

-  -  William  Willey 

-  -  William  Clark 

-  -  Humphrey  Penn 

“  MB 

-  -  Philip  Gibbs 

-  -  Ifaiah  Birt 

-  -  Benjamin  Thomas 

-  -  Daniel  Sprague 

-  -  John  Rippon,  fen 


64  Lough  wood 

65  Lyme  - 

66  Wimbourn 


67  Cold-Rowley 

68  Hamfterly  - 


69  Braintree 

70  Coggefhall 

71  Colcheft  er 

72  Earls- Colne 

73  Hal  (be  ad 

74  Harlow 


DORSETSHIRE. 

-  -  -  -  Samuel  Burford 

-  -  -  -  Jofeph  Dawfon 

-  -  -  -  John  Midi 

Durham. 

-  -  -  -  John  Rowland 

-  -  -  -  Charles  Whitfield 

ESSEX. 

ohn  Hornblow 
ohn  Hutchings 
Thomas  Steevens 
Major  G.  Pudney 
William  Hallobread 
Ifaac  Gould 
John  Sandy s 


NOTES. 

corrects  the  miftake  thus :  “  There  is  no  baptiib  church  at  Codiror— - 
<(  formerly  our  people  met  there  m  an  houfe,  before  they  borrowed- 
*£  the  meeting  at  Lofcoe,  of  the  Prefbyterians,  who  are  all  dwindled 
<£  away.” 

52.  Mr.  Samuel  Norman  is  the  perfon  who  afTiifed  the  aged  Mr. 
Burford,  at  Lough  wood. 

55.  Mr.  William  Willey,  originally  in  Mr.  Wefley’s  connexions, 
was  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  by  the  church  at  Tiverton  in  1791. 
He  helped  the  church  at  Bampton,  Devon,  and  then  the  church  at  Hatch, 
Somerfet,  fome  months  before  his  removal  to  Dartmouth. 

56.  The  paftor  of  the  church  at  Exeter  is  the  excellent  Mr.  William 
Clark,  formerly  of  Unicorn  Yard,  London. 

75  1  ..angjiau* 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 


75  Langham  - 

- 

Zenas  Trivett 

76  Potter  Street 

- 

James  Brown 

77  Ridgewell 

- 

Humphrey  Larwill 

78  Saffron  Walden 

- 

Matthew  Walker 

79  Waltham  Abbey 

- 

John  Davis 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

80  Bourton 

Benjamin  Beddome 

81  Campden  - 

- 

Elilha  Smith 

82  Chalford 

_ 

David  Hughes 

83  Cheltenham 

i  C3 

Samuel  Dunfcombe 

84  Cirencefter 

_ 

IV illiam  IV ilkins 

85  Coldford  - 

_ 

86  Fairford  - 

**» 

Daniel  Williams 

87  Hilfley  - 

William  Hitchman 

88  Horfley  - 

- 

Benjamin  Francis 

89  Kinghanlcy 

- 

90  Natton,  7th  day 

— 

91  Sodbury  - 

- 

Thomas  Ferrihee 

92  Tetbury 

- 

Jofeph  Burchell 

93  Tewksbury 

- 

John  Davis 

94  Thornbury 

— 

95  Wotton-under-edge 

Thomas  Symmons 

HAMPSHIRE. 

96  Broughton  -  William  Steadman 

97  Lockerley  -  -  John  Stokes 

98  Lymington,  ifl  Church  Ifaac  Stradling 

99  - ^2d  Church 

100  Portfmouth,  i  ft  Church  Jofeph  Horfey 

Daniel  A/flall 

101  - - - ,  2d  Church  Peter  Edwards 

102  Rumfey  -  John  Nike 

103  Whitchurch  -  -  Charles  Cole 

NOTES. 

$5.  Mr.  .....  in  a  letter  fays  :  “  I  was  at  Coldford  lad  year,  and 
found  the  poor  baptid  brethren  in  a  lamentable  date  ;  their  place  of  wor- 
fhip  almoft  in  ruins,  and  no  acceptable  perfonof  their  own  denomination 
to  break  the  bread  of  life  to  them.  Yet,  as  they  have  preaching,  now 
and  then,  when  a  ftranger  comes  that  way,  and  occafionally  partake  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  I  diould  think,  they  may  yet  be  called  a  church.” 

556.  Brother  Williams,  now  at  Fairfonj,  was  pallor  of  the  church  at 
Unjcorn  Yard,  London,  till  March  1794a 


HERE- 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

104  Leoniinfter  -  Jofhua  Thomas 

105  Ryeford  -  -  -  James  Williams 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 


106  Codicote 

107  Hempftead 

108  Hertford 

109  Hitchin 
no  Hoddefdon 
in  St.  Albans 

1 12  Tring 

1 1 3  W atford  - 


Alexander  Thompfon 
John  Liddon 
Robert  Bafkerville 
John  Geard 

John  Gill 
John  Clement 
Thomas  Hunt 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


1 14  Great  Gedding 

1 15  Great  Granfdon 

1 16  Hale  Wefton 

1 17  Needingworth 

1 18  Spaldwick 

1 19  Afhford  - 

120  Bedels’  Green 

121  Canterbury 

122  Chatham 

123  Cranbrook 

124  Eythorn 

125  Folkftone,  id  Church 

126  - - >  2d  Church 

127  Greenwich 

128  Margate  and  Shallows 


-  ^  ohn  Whitmee 

-  John  Howfon 
William  Joyce 

-  Thomas  Ladfon 

-  John  Manning 

KENT. 

-  Thomas  Cromwell' 

-  John  Stanger 
James  Parnell 
"Thomas  Parnell 
John  Knott 
George  Stonehoufc 
John  Giles 
William  Atwood 
Francis  Read 
Richard  Hutchings 
Jonathan  Purchis 


NOTES. 

1 1 6.  Hale  Wefton  Church,  of  which  Mr.  William  Joyce  is  paftor, 
was  unintentionally  omitted  in  the  former  lift. 

m.  Mr.  Knott’s  church  at  Chatham  is  in  a  profperous  condition, 
and  the  congregation  has  fo  increafed,  as  to  induce  them  this  laft  year  to 
enlarge  their  little  place  of  worftiip,  in  which  they  have  eretted  a  commo¬ 
dious  gallery. 

128.  This  fociety  has  of  late  years  been  gradually  increafing;  and 
befide  their  worthy  paftor,  it  has  now  three  gifted  brethren  who  aftift 
on  the  Lord’s  days,  and  preach  in  the  neighbourhood  j  Mr.  Richard  Lewis, 

fchool- 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

129  Sandhurft  - 

130  Sevenoaks 

1 31  Smarden  - 

132  Tenterden 

133  Woolwich,  1  ft  Church 

134  - - ->  2d  Church 


LANCASHIRE. 


135  Accrington 

- 

William  Wade 

136  Bacup  -  - 

- 

John  Hirft 

137  Blackburn 

- 

James  Miller 

138  Bolton  le  Moor 

- 

139  Cloughfold 

- 

Robert  Hyde 

140  Coin  - 

- 

John  Stutterd 

141  Goodfhaw  Chapel 

- 

john  Pilling 

142  Hag  Gate 

a* 

William  Smith 
Abraham  Nowell 

143  Hawkfheadhill 

- 

144  Liverpool  -  - 

- 

Samuel  Medley 

145  Manchefter 

- 

John  Sharp 

146  Ogden  - 

- 

147  Prefton  - 

- 

148  Rochdale 

— 

Thomas  Littlewood 

149  Tottlebank  -  - 

- 

Thomas  Harbottle 

150  Warrington 

- 

William  Copping 
Michael  Bligh 

John  Fojier 

Robert  McGregor 
John  Penny 
Adam  Freeman 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 

151  Arnfby  -  Thomas  BlundeJ 

152  Bottesford  -  -  Thomas  Linford 

153  Foxton  -  Jofhua  Burton 

NOTES. 

fchool-mafter,  at  Margate  5  Mr.  Box,  fchool-mafter,  at  Ramfgate; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Cramp,  who  refides,  and  preaches  moftly,  at  St.  Peter’s, 
near  Margate. 

138.  Bolton  le  Moor  was  conftituted  Aug,  4,  1793,  and  has  various 
fupplies. 

147,  The  church  at  Prefton  is  in  a  low  condition,  In  1792,  Mr. 
Miller  of  Blackburn  vifited  them  once  in  two  rponths,  and  adryiniftered 
the  Lord’s  Supper. 

150.  Whether  Warrington  be  yet  a  church,  and  fhoyld  (land  in  this 
lift,  or  not,  a  full  hiftory  of  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the  regifter. 

A  4  154  Leicefter 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 

CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS, 

154  Eeicciter  -  -  -  Benjamin  Cave 


155  Shecpiliead 

156  Sution  in  the  Elms 


-  Robert  Mills 
Benjamin  Evans 


157  Bofton 
35b  Lincoln 
159  Spalding 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

-  -  -  William  Melfham 

-  Jofhua  Jones 

“  James  Craps 


360  Bow 

161  Hammerfmith 

162  Staines 


MIDDLESEX. 

-  William  Newman 


LONDON  and  SOUTHWARK,  f 


163  Battle  Bridge 
3  64  Blacks  Fields*  -  - 

365  Carter  Lane*  - 

166  Chapel  Street 

167  Cripplegate,  firft  day 

168  - %  7th  day 


"Thomas  Sower  by 
Michael  Brown 
John  Rippon,  jun« 


169  Dean  Street* 

370  Devonshire  Square 
171  Eagle  Street 
372  Ewer  Street* 

173  Goodman’^  Fields 

174  Gfafton  Street 

175  Or  eat  Aylifie  Street 

176  Green  Walk*  - 


Robert  Burnfide 
William  Button 
T  imp  thy  Thomas 
William  Smith 


Abraham  Booth 
John  Martin 


177  Maze  Pond* 


James  Upton 
James  Dore 


NOTES. 

1 61.  The  baptift  church  at  Hammerfmith,  of  which  Mr.  Daniel 
Gillard,  now  a  druggift  in  that  place,  was  paftor,  having  been  difloived; 
.another  church,  confiding  in  part  of  fome  of  the  members  of  the  bid 
fociety,  has  lately  been  constituted,  and  occupies  the  place  of  worth  ip, 
which  was  built  for  the  firft  congregation. 

f  The  eight  places  above  which  have  afterifks  affixed  to  them,  are  on 
the  Su?'ry  fide  of  London  Bridge.  And  the  minifters  and  meiTcnger* 
P-  rhe  churches  in  London  and  South-zvark ,  which  are  in  this  lift 
djftinguiffud  from  the  reft  by  fmall  capitals,  constitute  the  Particular 
Baptift  Bundy  inftituted  for  the  relief  of  poor  minifters  and  churches  in 
Lngland,  IVales ,  &c.  To  promote  the  defign,  a  collection  is  annually 
made  in  thefe  fund  congregations  ?  it  amounted,  for  the  year  1791,  which 
was  distributed  in  the  fpringof  1794.^0  620I.  13s.  5d.  befide  thefe  codec- 
Cions,  the  whole  intereil  of  the  fund  capital  is  given  away  every  year. 

178  Mill 


178 

179 
j  80 

381 

182 

*83 


184 

385 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 
391 
192 

*93 

194 


T95 

196 

197 

198 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS, 

Mill  Yard  -  Thomas  Thomas 

Mitchell  Street  -  Thomas  Powell 

Piccadilly  -  -  Jofeph  Gwennap 

Unicorn  Yard*  -  - 

W al worth  *  -  Jofeph  Swain 

Wild  Street  -  -  Dr.  Samuel  Stennett 

Jofeph  Stennett 


NORFOLK. 


Claxton  - 

Dereham 

Difs 

Great  Ellingham 
Ingham  - 
Lynn  - 

Norwich,  iff  Church 

- ,  2d  Church 

Shellfanger 
Worftead  - 
Yarmouth 


John  Smith 
Robert  Denham 
Charles  Farmery 
John  Ewing 
John  Hooke 
William  Richards 
Jofeph  Kinghorn 
Mark  Wilks 
Thomas  Smith 

— -  Beard  * 

Jabez  Browne 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Brau nftone  -  -  -  -  John  Simmons 

Clipflone  -----  John  Webfter  Morris 
Earls  Barton  -  Thomas  Shrewfbury 

Gretton  ----- 

Guilfborough  -  John  Edmonds 


NOTES. 

159*  *n  the  year  17^1,  the  church  at  Guilfborough  ere£ted  an  una¬ 
dorned  place  of  worth  ip,  and  foon  after  Mr.  John  Edmonds  fettled  amon£ 
them.  Succefs  attended  his  labours,  and  it  was  but  natural  for  a  mi¬ 
ni  1  ei  and  congregation,  who  had  uniformly  conduced  themfelves  as 
peaceable  fubjefts  and  good  neighbours,  to  expe&  peace  and  good-will  in 
return  :  b.ut  after  many  virulent  expreflions  which  had  dropt  from  indivi¬ 
duals  in  various  companies,  and  after  part  of  a  brick  wall  belonging  to 
the  meeting- houfe  had  been  outrageoufly  pulled  down,  of  which  thefe  in¬ 
nocent  people  took  no  notice  :  on  Dec.  25,  1792,  they  were  alarmed  at  . 
the  cry  of  fire,  and  foon  difeovered  that  their  place  of  njjorjhip  was  in 
fiames :  they  made  immediate  efforts  to  extinguifh  them,  hut  the  thatch 
on  the  roof  rendered  their  efforts  ineffectual.  They  advertized  fifty  ?ui- 
nff{  rJward  f°r  the  apprehenfion  of  the  incendiary  or  incendiaries,  and  his 
Majefiy  and  the  numbers  of  bate  offered  t-ujo  hundred  pounds  more,  but  in 
vam.  Their  cafe  was  immediately  printed  and  recommended  by  the 
JJaptift  and  Independent  minibers  of  the  neighbouring  counties.  A. 
meeting- houfe  has  been  built  for  them,  and  their  pabor  was  lately  in 
r ondon  collcamg  towards  the  expence  of  it  j  and  it  was  fiom  the  begin¬ 
nings 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


CHURCHES. 

200  Hackleton 

201  Irthlingborough 

202  Kettering,  i  ft  Church 

203  - ,  2d  Church 

204  Longbuckby  - 

205  Middleton  Cheney 

206  Moulton  - 

20 7  Northampton 

208  Ringftead  - 
219  Road  - 

210  Rufhden 

21 1  Thrapftone  -  - 

212  Towc6fter 

213  Wal grave  - 

214  Wefton  byWeedon 


NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 


John  Luck 
William  Hall 
Andrew  Fuller 
John  Satchell 
William  Cole 
Thomas  Green 
Edward  Sharman 

Robert  Tweltree 
William  Heighten 

Reynold  Hogg 
William  Amphlet 
Alexander  Payne 
John  Law 


NORTHUMBERLAND.* 

215  Newcaftle  -  Thomas  Skinner 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

216  Colli ngham  -  -  -  William  Shaw 

217  Nottingham  -  Richard  Hopper 

218  Sutton  Afhfield  -  -  - 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

219  Burford  -  -  -  -  - 

220  Chipping-Norton  -  -  Thomas  Purdy. 

NOTES. 

Ring  hoped,  that  the  peculiar  circumftances  attending  the  cafe  would  in¬ 
cline  a  general  attention,  and  finally  obtain  for  them  (what  indeed  is  not 
yet  done)  that  aftiftance  which  their  necefiities  require. 

207.  The  whole  baptift  denomination  is  indebted  to  the  church  at 
Northampton,  for  the  facrifice  which  they  have  lately  made,  to  the 
general  good.  In  their  widowhood  ft  ate,  the  following  paftors  have 
vifited  them,  and  each  fpent  a  few  Lord’s  days  with  them  :  Mr.  Steadman, 
of  Broughton;  Mr.  Saffery,  of  balifbury;  Mr.  Birt,  of  Plymouth 
Dock  ;  Mr.  Francis,  of  Horfty ;  Mr.  Redding,  of  Truro  ;  and  Mr.  Ti¬ 
mothy  Thomas,  of  London,  lupplies  them  the  latter  part  of  May. 
Other  paftors,  no  doubt,  will  cheerfully  follow,  when  it  may  be  conve¬ 
nient,  if  the  Northampton  friends  Ihould  find  it  necefiary. 

*  The  church  at  Hexham,  in  Northumberland,  of  which  old  Mr. 
David  Fearney  was  Pallor,  is  become  extinft  :  the  furviving  members  of 
it  joined  the  church  at  Rowley,  Durham,  in  1788. 

215.  The  prelent  minifter  of  Newcaltle  was  once  pallor  at  Tow- 
cefter. 

221  Coat 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

221  Coat  -----  Thomas  Dunfcombe 

222  Hook-Norton  -  Benjamin  Whitmore 

223  Oxford  -----  James  Hinton 

224  Watlington,  7th  day 

225  Whitney  -  -  -  - 


RUTLANDSHIRE. 

226  Oakham  -----  Abraham  Greenwood 

SHROPSHIRE. 

227  Bridgenorth  -  Henry  Butterworth 

228  Brofeley  -  -  -  -  -  A.  Webfter 

229  Sheffnall  -  -  -  - 

230  Shrewfbury  -  -  -  -  - Palmer 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

231  Bath  -  -  -  _  -  John  Paul  Porter 

232  Beckington  -  -  -  John  Alford. 

2 33  Bridgewater  -  Benjamin  Morgan 

234  Bristol,  Broadmead  -  Dr.  John  Ryland 

Jofeph  Hughes 

235  — -  Pithay  John  Tommas 

JVUliam  Beljher 

236  Chard  -----  Samuel  Rowles 

237  Crofcomb  -  -  -  -  Samuel  Evans 

238  Frome  -----  John  Kingdon 

239  Hatch  -  -  Jo/hua  Braker 

240  Horfington  -  -  -  -  John  Cox 

241  Paulton  -----  Ifaac  Sottridge 

242  Road  -----  John  Matthews 

243  Stoke  Gomer  -  -  Aug.  Crifp 

244  Wellington  -  John  Cherry 

245  Yeovill  -  -  -  -  -  -  Price 


NOTES. 

224..  The  feventh  day  friends  at  Watlington  had  the  ordinances  ad- 
miniftered  to  them  by  the  late  Mr.  Hiller,  of  Tewkfbury :  they  are  now 
fupplied  by  Mr.  Hinton,  of  Oxford. 

240.  Mr.  John  Cox  is  minifter  at  Horfington,  but  not  paftor,  as  was 
printed  in  the  forma*  lift. 


246  Burton 


sz 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 


CHURCHES. 

246  Burton  on  Trent 


NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 


Cofely 

Jofhua  Bifiell 

Thomas  Smith 

Hanley-green  - 

—  . 

W  ill  enhail  - 

Richard  Baylis 

SUFFOLK. 

Ipfwich 

George  Hall 

VV  attilham  -  - 

-  - 

John  Hitchcock 

SURRY. 

Clapham 

- 

John  Ovington 

Guildford 

—  — 

Kingfton 

«s  9*? 

- — r -  Phillemore 

Lingheld 

cm-  ot 

SUSSEX. 

Battle  - 

-  « 

- Brawn 

Brighthelmftone 

-  ~ 

Lewes 

jofeph  Middleton 

Rotherfield 

**  «E> 

William  Coe 

Rye  -  -  -  - 

-  - 

Thomas  Purdy 

Slougham  - 

- 

Thomas  Humphry 

Uckfield 

« 

Richard  Butcher 

Wivelsfleld  -  ~ 

/ 

Henry  Booker 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 

261 

262 
263 


WARWICKSHIRE.* 

264  Aulcefter  -  James  Biggs 

265  Birmingham,  ift  church  Samuel  Pearce 

266  - * - ,  2d  church  Edward  Edmond^ 


267  Coppey 


NOTES. 


256.  Mr.  Vidler's  fociety  at  Battle  having  avowed  the  error  of  univer-. 
fal  reftoration,  was  feparated  from  the  afiociation  in  1793.  The  fociety 
which  now  ftands  in  this  catalogue,  is  a  fmall  one  which  feparated  from 
that  church,  in  confequence  of  the  faid  error. 

263.  Mr.  William  Pcndered,  in  the  former  lift,  fhould  not  have  been 
mentioned  as  paftor  at  Aulcefter,  he  was  only  minifter  there. 

#  Henly  in  Arden,  fhould  not  have  been  regiftered  in  the  former  lift, 
as  a  church— “  It  has  been  generally  confidered  as  a  branch  of  Aul¬ 
cefter.'* 

268  Coventry 
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churches.  names  of  pastors  and  ministers. 

268  Coventry  J  -  John  Butterworth 

269  Ryton  -  -  - 

270  Warwick  -  -  -  -  Peter  Reece 


WILTSHIRE. 


271  Bradford 

272  Bratton 

273  Caine 

274  Chapmanflade 

275  Crockerton 

276  Devizes 

277  Downton 

278  Grittleton 

279  Malmfbury 

280  Melkfham 

281  North  Bradley  - 

282  Salifbury  - 

283  Stratton  - 

284  Trowbridge 

285  Weftbury  Leigh 


Jofeph  Ring 
John  Cooper 
Ifaac  Taylor 

John  Clark 
Janies  Dyer 
John  Bain 
Richard  Mofely 


Jofeph  Clift 
John  Saffery 

Nathaniel  Rawlins 
Robert  Marfhman 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


286  Bewdley 

287  Bromfgrove 

288  Dudley 

289  Evefham  - 

290  Perfhore,  1  ft  Church 

291  - - 2d  Church 

292  Shiphone  on  Stour 

293  Stourbridge 

294  Upton  - 

295  Weftmancote 

296  Worceher  - 


Lawrence  Butterworth 

John  Smith 
Thomas  Taylor 
Ben  jam  in  Mafon 
Thom  as  Edmonds 
Henry  Dawfon 


note  s. 

Melkfham  church  has  for  many  years  been  fupplied  by  the 
neighbouring  minifters,  and  by  the  ftudents  from  Briftol.  In  the  late 
worthy  Mr.  Freeeman  of  Bath,  who  had  been  much  with  them,  they 
were  hoping  to  obtain  a  pallor 5  but  death  removed  him  to  his  long  home, 
before  they  could  realize  their  wifhes. 

2S3.  Stratton  nl  Wilts,  nearly  midway  between  Highworth  and  Swin- 

d?n’  1S.  a°out  8  miles  from  Kingfton  Lifle,  Berks.  '  The  firft  and  laft 
'■>  thcfc  places,  are  fupplied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  originally  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  at  Prelcot,  Devon. 

297  Barnoldf- 
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297 

298 

299 

300 
3or 

303 

3°  4 

3°5 

206 

3°  7 
308 

3°9 

3l° 

31 1 

312 


3*3 

3*4 

3J5 

216 

3*7 

318 

3J9 

32° 


CHURCHES. 

Barnoldfwick 

Bingley  - 

Bifliop  Burton 

Blackley 

Bradford 

Bridlington 

Bramley 

Cowlinghill 

Driffield 

Elland 

Farlley 

Gilderfome 

Gisburn  Foreft 

Halifax 

Fla  worth 

Hebden  Bridge 


Hull 

Leeds,  iff  Church 

* - ,  2d  Church 

Lockwood 

Masborough 

Rawden 

Sallendinenook 

Scarborough 


YORKSHIRE.* 

NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

-  Nathan  Smith 

-  David  Kinghorn 

-  John  Hindle 
William  Crabtree 

-  Jofeph  Gawkrodger 

-  Jofeph  Afkwith 

-  James  Shuttleworth 
William  J.  Wrightfon 
William  Ackroyd 
William  Roe 

-  James  Afhworth 
Thomas  Newhoufe 
William  Hartley 
Miles  Oddy 

-  -  John  Fawcett 

John  Fawcett,  jun. 

John  Beatfon 
Thomas  Langdon 

-  William  Price 


Benjamin  Dickinjfon 
John  Oulton 
Jofhua  Wood 
William  Hague 


NOTES. 

*  The  church  which  was  at  Sheffield  is  diffolved. 

Among  the  churches  in  Yorkfhire,  Cornlliaw,  and  Keldwick  were 
mentioned  in  the  firft  edition  of  the  lift,  printed  in  the  regifter :  different 
letters  having  pointed  out  the  error,  both  places  are  now  omitted. 

298.  Bingley  church  confifts  of  Baptifts  and  Independents.  Mr.  Jo¬ 
feph  Harrifon,  an  Independent  minifter,  once  of  Foulmere,  near  Cam¬ 
bridge,  adminifters  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  the  latter,  and  occalionly  changes 
with  Mr.  James  Afhworth,  the  Baptift  minifter,  of  Gilderfome,  that  he 
may  adminifter  it  to  the  former. 

306.  Elland,  near  Halifax,  is  a  new  formed  church,  over  which,  Mr. 
Hindle  was  ordained  paftor :  fmce  then,  the  paftor,  and  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  people,  are  gone  to  Blackley.  Elland  was  lately  fupplied  by 
Mr.  William  Ackroyd,  an  approved  minifter  belonging  to  Mr.  Fawcett’s 
church. 


321 


Shipley 
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CHURCHES.  NAMES  OF  PASTORS  AND  MINISTERS. 

321  Shipley  *•*---  John  Bcnvfer 

322  Snape  -  William  Terry 

323  Steeplane  -  -  -  -  John  Dracup 

NOTES. 

322.  Snape  is  between  Bedal  and  Maffam  in  the  North  Ridino-  of 
Yorkfhire. 

'rhe  foUowing  is  a  concife  narrative  of  the  faffs  which  save  rife 
to  and  lliued  in  the  formation  of  this  church,  on  Aug.  29,  i79\. 

In  May  1772,  Jofeph  Robfon,  a  member  of  the  Church  at  Hamfterlv 
removed  with  his  family  to  Wood- hall,  four  miles  from  Midlam  ahd 
eight  from  Bedal  and  Maflam.  This  occalioned  Mr.  WhitfieUBs  vi- 
iiting  that  part  of  the  country  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  frequently 
pleaching  in  it.  His  labours  were  not  wholly  unfuccelsful .  At  differ 
ent  times  he  baptized  about  twelve  or  fourteen  perfons,  fome  of  whom 
are  fince  dead. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  William  Terrv  a 
clock  and  watch  maker,  in  Bedal,  who  had  been  a  hearer  of  the  late 
Rev.  and  celebrated  John  We  (ley,  and  his  connexion,  from  attention 
to  his  bible  alone,  became  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  doc¬ 
trines,  commonly  denominated  Calviniflic ;  and  having  found  them  a 
fource  of  peace  and  purity  to  himfelf,  made  known  his  ientiments  to 
otneis.  Only  one  or  two  of  his  religious  friends  received  them.  Others 
grew  very  fliy ,  and  then  oppofed  them.  Mr.  Terry  and  his  few  friends 
niet  every  Lord’s  Day  out  of  church  hours,  for  prayer  and  reading  the 
Icnptures.  Their  number  increafed  :  they  defired  him  to  makf  his 
remarks  upon  the  fenptures,  which  he  read  :  he  did  fo.  His  auditors 
increafed,  and  he  was  invited  to  Snape  and  Maflam,  where  his  parents 
and  others,  were  the  firft  fruits  of  his  labours.  Nor  were  they  converts 
meiely  to  fentiment,  but  to  genuine  piety  and  holinefs.  Thefe  things 
being  noiled  abroad,  brought  him  acquainted  with  the  few  Baptifls  in 
thoie  parts.  This  led  on  to  know  their  ientiments.  The  evidences  of 
truth  were  fo  clear,  that  he  durft  not  oppofe  them.  And  when  fully  con¬ 
vinced  himfelf,  knowing  the  unpopularity  of  baptifm  according  to  the 
fenptures  and  fearing  his  weak  friends,  who  were  moftly  churchmen 

m  pupciple,  though  Diflenters  in  praHice,  would  be  Humbled  at  it,  he 
was  afraid  to  embrace  it.  3 

t,  *2  *ef,fu,mmer  of  Mr.  Whitfield  was  at  Woodhal],  fpent 

had  feverdof  MrerTFe’  fd  T*  \ora  Matt.  xxviii.  ,9,  J0;  and 
had  ieverai  of  Mi.  Terry  s  friends  to  hear  him.  There  is  reaion  to 

believe  that  what  they  heard  and  faw  was  inftruftive,  convincing  and 

edifying.  The  nex .morning  Mr.  Terry  prefented  himfelf  for  banfifm 

rms  was  Mr.  VV  hitfield’s  firft  interview  with  him  :  By  what  he  heard 

from  him  and  learned  of  his  character  and  conduft  from  others,  he 

was  ratified  of  his  being  a  proper  fubjeft  for  baptifm.  Neverthe  efs 

as  he  thought  him  not  fo  well  eftabliflied  in  the  principles  of  noncon 

formity,  had  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  him,  and  there  being  no  regular 

church  in  that  place  for  him  to  unite  with,  he  adviftd  him  to  consider 

the  matter  more  fully,  and  then  to  come  to  Hamfterly  the  firft  on 

portumty,  to  be  baptized,  and  join  the  church  there.  * 

Tyr>'  cai™  over’accomPanied  *>y  one  of  ills  friends,  a  candi¬ 
date  ,o.  baptifm  alfo,  on  Jan,  3,  1793;  that  evening  they  were  propofed 

to 
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CHURCHES. 

names  of  pastors  and  minister 

324  Sutton 

-  John  Walton 

325  Slaughwaite 

Charles  Bamford 

326  Wainfgate 

-  -  Henry  Horsfall 

NOTES. 

to  the  church  and  approved  of,  and  on  Lord's  Day  forenoon,  Jan.  5,  bap*- 
tized  with  another  at  Hamfterly,  and  received  into  fellowfhip.  Mr.  Terry 
was  requefted  to  exercife  his  talent  as  a  fpeaker  in  the  evening.  He 
was  approved  of,  and  requefted  to  preach  among  his  friends  at  his 
return.  In  the  month  of  May  following,  Mr.  Whitfield  paid  them  a 
vifit,  and  preached  at  Madam,  Snape,  and  Woodhall  where  he  baptized 
eight  more.  In  July,  they  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  church  at  Ham- 
llerly,  being  now  eighteen  in  number,  requefting  liberty  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  feparate  chprch  and  to  have  the  aftiftance  of  their  paftor  and  a 
deacon  upon  the  occafion.  The  requeft:  was  chearfully  granted,  a  letter 
with  liiitable  advice  returned,  and  the  24th  of  Aug.  fixed  upon  for  fo- 
lemn  preparation  by  fading  and  prayer,  and  the  29th  for  the  incorporation. 

On  the  28th  of  Aug.  there  being  three  candidates  for  baptiirn,  Mra 
Whitfield  preached  upon  the  fubjeft  in  a  barn  at  Snape,  to  a  very  at¬ 
tentive  audience,  from  Luke,  x.  26:  next  morning  at  ten  o’clock,  the 
ordinance  of  baptifm  was  adminiilered  in  a  rivulet,  a  mile  from  the 
village.  It  was  quite  a  new  thing  :  all  the  people  behaved  well,  one 
perfon  excepted,  but  he  was  quite  filent  till  all  was  over. 

The  afiembly  met  again  at  two  o’clock.  The  fervice  was  conduced 
in  the  following  manner  : 

A  fhort  introductory  prayer-— Read  Ephef.  ii — Sung— and  prayed. 
The  nature  of  the  folemn  aft  was  then  briefly  explained.  The  congre¬ 
gation  were  defined  to  fit,  and  the  perfons  incorporating  to  ft  and  up. 
Their  requeft  was  then  read,  and  their  difmiflion  was  alio  declared. 
Their  names  being  inferted  in  a  book  prepared  for  thatpurpofe,  and  their 
perfonal  concurrence,  and  chearfully  giving  up  of  themlelves  to  the  Lord, 
and  each  other  to  walk  in  the  fellowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  being  declared  by 
ftretching  forth  the  right  hand  ;  they  were  declared  to  be  a  church  con- 
ftitued  on  evangelical  principles.  Prayer  was  then  offered  up  to  God 
for  them  :  after  finging,  a  fermon  was  addreffed  to  them,  from  Eph.  ii. 
ai.  22.  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  an  Independent  minifter,  concluded  that 
fervice  with  prayer.  The  church  immediately  aflembled,  the  right  hand 
of  fellowfhip,  with  congratulation,  was  given  them  by  the  meflengers 
from  Hamfterly  5  the  three  newly  baptized  were  received,  and  three  more 
from  other  churches:  the  facred  fupper  was  then  adminiftered,  and  the 
afiembly  dimifled  as  ufual.  Mr.  Cook  preached,  at  feven  in  the  evening, 
a  very  luitable  difcourfe  from  Matt.  xi.  6. 

Thus  ended  the  fervices  of  a  day,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  long  re¬ 
membered  with  pleafure  by  the  parties  concerned.  The  inconvenience 
arifing  from  the  want  of  a  meeting  houfe,  was  amply  repaid  by  the  air 
of  primitive  fimplicity,  which  appeared  in  the  whole  of  thefe  traniaftions, 
and  efpecially  by  the  enjoyment  of  that  prefence  which  is  the  glory,  the 
comfort  and  the  defence  of  Evangelical  churches. 
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IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  WALES. 

I794-* 


By  the  Rev.  JOSHUA  THOMAS  of  Leominster 


-to  B.  The  firji  Column  Ihews  the  Number  of  Churches  in  this  con¬ 
nexion  :  th efecond,  the  year  when  the  Churches  were  conflituted  :  tfie 
ihnJ,  the  names  of  the  Churches  :  t \\q  fourth  diftinguifhes  the  Affocia** 
tion  to  which  they  belong ;  thus,  N.  is  for  the  North  Affociation 
*“ '  ^01  ^ie  ^°uth  Eaft  ;  S.  W.  for  the  South  Weft  :  th q  fifth  column  is 

a  catalogue  of  the  Mini  Refs  J  thole  whofe  names  are  in  Italics  are 
Helpers  or  Candidates,  not  ordained:  the  fixtk  column  Lhews  the 
number  of  Members  in  the  Church  :  and  the  jeventh  the  month  of  the 
year  1794,  when  the  account  was  given. 


ANGLESEA. 


No.  YEAR.  CHURCHES. 
I  17S4  Beaumaris 

z  1779  Ebenezer 


1 


ASSOC. 

MINISTERS. 

mem. 

*794* 

N. 

Richard  Michael 

35 

Richard  Morgan 
Ellis  Roberts 

\ 

N. 

Chriftmas  Evans 

Hugh  Williams 
William  Burnell 

180 

Jul  f 

BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 


3  1 7^7  Builth  S.E. 

4  1699  Maes-y-berllan  S.E, 


William  Jones 

iS  Augufh 

David  Evans 

175  May 

Charles  Morgan 

John  Williami 

NOTES. 

*  thls  Ht  of  the  Welfh  churches  been  ready,  it  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  with  the  Englifh  one  in  May  1794.  Neverthelefs,  it  is  fo  paged  as 
to  follow  that  catalogue  whenever  the  volume  is  bound. 

r.  Beaumaris  is  the  capital  of  Anglefea  which  is  itfelf  a  county  and 
an  lfland  Surrounded  by  the  fea,  though  feparated  from  Carnarvonlhire 
by  the  river  Menai. 

2.  Ebenezer  is  the  drib  church  formed  in  confequence  of  a  Million  to 
North  Wales,  and  encouraged  by  the  Fund  in  London,  1776.  There  are 

teven  churches  more  which  are  the  fruits  of  that  kind  Million,  viz- 
No.  1,  5,  20,  2ij  2 2;  a6;  40. 


B 


5.  Abc-ryft 


•  A 


iS  LIST  OF  CHURCHES,  MINISTERS,  &C. 


CARDIGANSHIRE. 


No. 

YEAR. 

CHURCHES. 

ASSOC. 

MINISTERS. 

MEM. 

I  794- 

5 

1  788 

Aberyllwyth 

S.  W. 

82 

March 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

6 

1742 

Aberduar 

s.  w. 

Zacharias  Thomas 

David  Saunders 

David  Davis 
Timothy  Thomas 

David  Thomas 

321 

Dec. 

\ 

Aaron  Williams 

7 

1 794 

Bwlehgwynt 

s.w* 

21 

Nov. 

S 

J794 

Drefach 

s.  w. 

40 

October. 

9 

1794 

Ffynnon-henry 

s.  w. 

James  Davis 

85 

Dec. 

10 

1775 

Graig 

s.  w. 

Evan  Evans 

l6l 

Sept. 

John  Richards 
Owen  Williams 

1 1 

1775 

Heol  y  Prior 

s.  w. 

70 

June 

12 

1788 

Liandyfaen 

s.w. 

William  Thomas 

Thomas  Thomas 
Mofes  Williams 

114 

NOTES. 

5.  Aberyilwvth  has  of  late  been  without  a  pallor,  but  they  are  tolerably 
afiifted,  and  have  a  profpeCt  of  being  comfortably  fettled  in  a  minifler. 
Though  this  is  the  only  Baptifl  Church  in  the  county,  and  but  a  young  one, 
yet  it  is  fuppofed  there  have  been  fome  of  the  deno.vnination  in  Cardigan¬ 
fhire  ever  fince  the  middle  of  the  lafl  century,  or  before.  In  the  Life  of 
Mr.  Vavafor  Powell,  mentioning  the  large  churches  in  Wales  gathered 
tinder  his  miniflry,  Cardiganfhire  is  named.  He  and  Mr.  Walter  Cradock 
preached  much  in  this  county.  At  prefent,  there  refide  in  it  many  mem¬ 
bers  belonging  to  Aberduar,  Penpont,  Graig,  Cilfowyr,  Ebenezer,  Sec. 
Eut  the  meeting-houfes  which  happen  to  have  given  names  to  the 
churches  are  on  the  Carmarthen  and  Pembrokefhire  fide  of  the  river 
Teivy,  which  divides  Cardiganfhire  from  thofe  counties.  But  there  is  a 
large  handfome  meeting-houfe  in  Cardigan,  the  coumy  town,  whicn 
belongs  to  Ebenezer  church  :  and  there  are  feveral  good  meeting-houfes 
in  the  county,  belonging  to  the  other  churches. 

9.  Part  of  this  church  is  called  Horeb. 

1 1.  Heol  y  Prior.  This,  in  Englifh,  is  Priory-ftreet ;  and  the  meeting 
houfe,  by  fome,  is  called  Penuel.  This  is  the  fecond  church  in  the  bo¬ 
rough  town  of  Carmarthen.  At  prefent  they  have  no  pallor  nor  refident 
mini  Her,  but  are  fupplied  by  feveral  miniflers  in  a  kind  of  rotation. 

12.  This  church  hath  no  pallor:  the  three  minifters  now  with  them 
were  railed  up  among  themfelves. 


Thus 


IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  WALES,  1 794- 


No.  YEAR.  CHURCHES. 

ASSOC. 

MINISTERS. 

mem.  1794 

*3  1735 

Llanelli 

S.W. 

Morgan  Rees 
Daniel  Davis 

140 

June 

14  1696 

Pant- teg 

S.W. 

David  "Jones 
Griffith  "Jones 

70 

Nov. 

1794 

Penpont 

S.W. 

John  David 

Evan  Rees 

Daniel  David 

99 

oa. 

26  1768 

Porthtywyll 

S.W. 

Owen  Rees 

50 

Nov. 

17  1668 

Rhydwilim 

S.W, 

George  Rees 
Gabriel  Rees 

Morris  Evans 

"Thomas  Williams 

William  Willi  ami 
John  Llewelyn 
Morris  Morris 

Daniel  Evans 

550 

18  1773 

Salem 

s,  w. 

Benjamin  Phillips 
Benjamin  Davis 

Job  Lewis 

Daniel  John 

160 

D*Ce 

*9  1792 

Ty-C0Ch  S.W.  John  Williams 

William  Williams 

CARNARVONSHIRE. 

35 

De«, 

20  1784 

Horeb 

N. 

John  Milliams 

William  Williams 

Evan  Evans 

140 

oa. 

**  W93 

Nevin 

N. 

Hugh  Evans 

46 

Sept. 

22  1784 

Salem 

N. 

William  Roberts 

40 

Sept. 

NOTES. 

No.  n  8,  1 5,  aie  new  churches,  and  have  yet  no  fettled  pallors,  but 
are  all  fupplied  by  neighbours. 

1 6.  Is  in  a  low  condition.  Mr.  Owen  Rees  is  often  from  home. 

17.  Rhydwilim  is  a  large  church.  By  fome  miflake,  the  number  of 

members  is  not  come  to  hand  :  it  is  thought  they  are  between  five  and 
fix  hundred. 

19.  Was  never  yet  fettled  with  a  pallor,  but  Mr.  B.  Phillips,  of  Salem, 
moMy  adminifters  ordinances  among!!  them. 

2Z •  Salem  has  no  Pa«°r>  hut  is  affiited  by  Mr.  Hugh  Evans,  and  others. 
There  are  three  churches  fo  named  in  this  lift,  but  their  being  in  three 
different  counties,  it  is  thought,  fufficiently  diftinguilhes  them. 

B  a 


23.  Nw 


*0 

LIST  OF  MINISTERS, 

CHURCHES, 

&Q. 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 

N  (■! 

YEAR. 

CH~  niCHES. 

ASSOC. 

MINISTERS. 

MEM. 

'79T 

23 

1786 

Newbridge 

N. 

42 

An  cruft 

24 

1764 

Glynn 

N. 

Jofln  Edwards 
Thomas  Jones 
Edward  yones 

Il6 

Auguft 

25 

1789 

Rhos 

N. 

23 

Auguft 

26 

1783 

Salem 

N. 

Nicholas  Lewis 

Robert  Roberts 
Hugh  Davis 

96 

Sept. 

Wrexham 

Robert  Roberts 

Auguft 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

28 

1649 

Abertawe,  ift 

S.  W. 

John  Williams 
y-ohn  Rees 

60 

ju1'/ 

-9 

1785 

Ditto  2d  Church 

s.  w. 

Daniel  Jones 

140 

yohn  Walters 
William  Rees 

- 

T789 

Bryn-falem 

S.  WJ 

Oft. 

3i 

1791 

Capel  Sion 

S.  E. 

Edward  Evans 

45 

June 

32 

1790 

Caftell-nedd 

S.  E. 

Monds  Jones 

60 

Oft. 

2>J> 

165° 

Hengoed 

S.  E. 

Lewis  James 

7° 

June 

NOTES. 

I 

2,3.  Newbridge.  Their  paftor  emigrated  to  America  in  Auguft  1794. 

25.  Their  paftor,  N.  Lewis,  alio  removed  in  Auguft  to  Salem,  No.  26. 
Newbridge  and  Rhos  are  helped  from  the  church  at  Glynn. 

27.  Wrexham  church  confifted  of  Baptifts  and  Independents  foon  after 
1640.  The  pallors  were  moftly  Independents  till  about  the  year  1715; 
from  that  time  to  the  prelent  they  have  been  Baptifts.  But  they  have 
had  a  few  Pasdobaptifts  in  their  communion  till  lately.  They  never  were 
in  connexion  with  the  Affociation  in  the  South,  or  in  the  North.  No.  24, 
incorporated  from  them  by  mutual  agreement,  for  the  fake  of  conve¬ 
nience.  Dr.  Jenkins,  for  fome  years  their  paftor,  lately  removed  from 
them  to  London  :  they  are  now  in  a  low  condition.  Mr,  Robert  Roberts, 
is  one  of  them,  and  is  gifted  for  the  miniftry. 

2 8 .  The  Englifh  name  is  Swanfea. 

1 9.  Commonly  goes  by  the  name  of  Back-lane. 

30.  Hath  no  minifter,  but  is  fupplied  by  Mr.  xMorgan  Rees  of  Llanelli, 
and  Mr.  Mofes  Williams  of  Llandyfaen. 

31.  This  is  the  firft  church  at  Merthyr-Tydhl. 

32.  Neath  in  Englifh. 

33.  Hengoed  church  was  formed  at  Llanharan,  near  the  town  of  Llan* 

4  - 

trifaint.  Kelligar  was  from  the  beginning  a  confiderable  branch  of  it ;  and 
in  the  perfccuting  times,  from  1660  to  1 688,  this  branch  chiefly  perfe- 

vered. 


IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY 

OF  WALES,  1794. 

2* 

ifo. 

YEAR. 

CHURCHES.  ASSOC. 

MINISTERS. 

MEM. 

1 794’ 

34 

1792 

Merthyr- 

■Tydfil  S.  E. 

William  Price 

89 

June 

35 

T789 

Nottage 

S.  E. 

David  Powell 

90 

0  a. 

36 

1726 

Pen-y-fai 

S.  E. 

Jonathan  Francis 

47 

061. 

3  S 

1777 

Peterton 

S.E. 

Eeece  Edzuards 
Edward  Evans 

90 

May 

3S 

1785 

Yllrad-^afodog  S-  E- 

David  Oliver 

52 

June 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

39 

1633 

Olchon 

S.  E. 

George  Watkins. 

60 

[une 

i  \ 

James  Perrot 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 

40 

1785 

Ramoth 

N. 

John  Jones 

David  Richard 

108 

June 

/ 

MONMOUTHSHIRE.* 

41 

1 747 

Bethefda 

S.  E. 

John  Hipr 

Harry  Rees 

John  Adams 

200 

Juns 

42 

1696 

Blaenau 

# 

S.  E. 

Thomas  Moles 

IZS 

June 

Will i a m  Thomas 

NOT 

E  S. 

\ 

vered.  In  1710,  they  built  their  place  of  worfhip,  and  called  it  Cefn- 
hengoed,  abbreviated  Hengoed.  Jt  went  by  feveral  names  before. 

<  f 

34,  This  is  the  fecond  church  in  that  pique. 

.<  L  * 

37-  Is  called  Llanbedr-ar-y-fro,  St.  Nicholas,  &c.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris, 
of  No.  48,  adminifters  ordinances  here. 

39.  Olchon.  It  is  indeed  uncertain  when  this  church  was  confdtuted ; 
but,  by  circumitances,  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  about  1633.  Iris 

CONSIDERABLY  THE  OLDEST  SOCIETY  QF  NONCONFORMISTS  IN  THIS 

principality.  Though  the  place  is  in  the  Ikirt  of  an  Englifh  county, 
the  inhabitants  of  it  are  mollly  ancient  Britons  ;  and  the  public  fervice  is 
performed  in  their  language. 

*  Monmouth  (hire  is  reckoned  an  Englifh  county,  being  in  the  circuit 
of  the  Englifh  Judges  :  but  moil  of  the  Baptifl  churches  in  it  are  WeJfh. 

42.  Blaenau  records  inform  us  that  they  were  a  gathered  church  about 
3660,  when  the  great  perfecution  began,  which  continued  to  1688,  or 
near  it.  Blaenau  church  perfevered  through  all  thofe  hard  times.  But, 
itriclly  fpeaking,  it  was  then  a  diflant  branch  of  Llanwenarth.  They- 
had  no  proper  pallor  of  their  own.  Mr.  Morgan  Williams  was  a  very  ufeful 
gifted  brother  among  them  ;  but  Mr.  William  Pritchard  the  Llanwenarth 
paltoi ,  and  Mr.  Lewis  i  homas  the  pallor  of  Swanfea,  adminillered  ordi¬ 
nances  here  as  well  as  they  could.  In  the  printed  Narratives  of  the  General 
Ailemblies  in  London  1689,  &c.  Blaenau  is  fet  down  as  a  church,  and  W. 
Piichard  as  their  pallor,  apd  no  pallor  at  Llanwenarth  named  1  but  ihsfe 

are 


I 


%t 

No.  YEAR. 
43  *77* 


1IST  OF  CHURCHES,  MINISTERS,  &C, 


CHURCHES,  ASSOC. 

Brynbyga  S.  E. 


MINISTERS. 
Edmund  Watkins 
William  Edmunds 


MEM.  *794* 
55  July 


44 

1771 

Caerleon 

S.  E. 

Thomas  Evans 

70 

May 

45 

1652 

Llanwenarth 

S.  E. 

James  Lewis 

180 

Auguft 

William  Morris 

Morgan  David 

Jofeph  Price 

JoJhua  Watkins 

46 

1729 

Pen-y-gam 

S.E, 

John  Evans 

9° 

Sept. 

47 

1776 

Trofnant 

S.  E. 

Miles  Edwards 

42 

July 

48 

1781 

Twyn-gwyn 

S.  E. 

Thomas  Morris 

50 

oa. 

MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

49 

1792 

Rhydfelen 

S.E. 

James  Evans 

27 

Auguft 

<o  1704  Cilfowyr 


PEMBROKESHIRE. 


s.w. 


S40  Auguft 


David  Evans 
David  Rees 
David  Evans 
Thomas  Evans 
Benjamin  David 
John  David 
Jonah  Evans 

51  17S7  Ebenezer  S.W,  William  Williams  330  Gel*. 

Thomas  Henry 
Lewis  Evans 
John  Phillips 
Evan  IJoyd 

*z  1745  Llangloffan  S.W.  David  Lewis  700  SepL 

John  Williams 
Henry  David 
Thomas  Lewis 
Morris  Griffiths 
James  Harris 
William  Jenkins 

NOTES. 

are  two  of  the  feveral  inaccuracies  of  the  Narratives  regarding  Wales. 
The  Blaenau  Church  Book  plainly  records,  that  it  was  in  1696  they  wer* 
put  in  proper  church  order* 

51.  The  members  were  fuppofed  to  be  about  330,  in  October. 

52.  As  Mr.  James  Harris  is  lately  married  to  one  of  the  Dolau  mem¬ 
bers,  it  is  not  yet  certain  where  he  may  fettle.  Mr,  William  Jenkins 
went  to  the  Academy  at  Briftol,  in  Auguft  1794. 


53  Thi* 


In  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  WALFSj  I7Q^.* 


MEM.  I  79 4* 


53  1794  Middle-mill 

54  1731  Molefton 


S.  W. 

s.w. 


?r  Sept. 
*6  5  Odk 


R#.  YEAR.  CHL  RCHES.  ASSOC.  MINISTERS 

Jofeph  James 
John  James 
'Thomas  J  ones 
John  Reynolds 
Benjamin  Davis 
Daniel  Davis 
William  Thomas 
Stephen  Arley 
Jfaac  Jones 
John  Morgan 

RADNORSHIRE. 

S.  E.  John  Evans 

James  Griffiths 
Jofepk  Jones 
S.  E.  John  Evans 

Morgan  Evans 

notes. 

53.  This  place,  in  Welfh,  is  called  Felin-ganol.  Befides  their  pailo# 
they  have  a  gifted  brother. 


55 


Dolan 


56  1727  Pentref 


142  0<5h 


no  Auguft 


54-  The  number  of  members  was  given  at  Molefton,  td  of  Oflober. 
On  the  29th  of  that  month,  No.  3.  viz.  Bwlchgwynt  was"  formed,  and 
19  of  the  conftituents  were  from  Molefton,  which  reduced  the  165  to 
146.  Oh  3d  of  October,  it  wasfaid,  that  Mr.  Stephen  Arley  was  fo  feeble 

and  infirm,  by  reafon  of  age,  that  for  five  years  he  had  not  been  able 
to  preach. 

55,  56.  Dolau  and  Pentref  for  many  years  were  one  church.  Themem- 

bers  refided  in  the  three  counties  of  Brecknock,  Radnor,  and  Montgo¬ 
mery  •  Baptift  minifters  preached  in  thefe  Counties  about  or  before  1640. 
But  when  the  civil  war  broke  out  between  the  king  and  parliament, 
Nonconformift  minifters  were  driven  out  of  thofe  parts  for  fome  years. 
When  the  violence  of  the  wars  abated,  MelTrs.  Vavafor  Powell,  Hugh 
Evans,  and  others,  returned  into  thefe  counties,  and  preached  with 
great  fuccefs.  It  is  not  certain  when,  in  thofe  days,  this  church  wag 
conftituted.  But  perhaps  they  had  fome  Independents  in  communions 
with  the  Baptifts  there.  The  latter  continued  in  thefe  parts  through  all 
the  perfections.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  they  joined  the  AlTociation 
in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  nor  do  we  find  any  account  of  them 
in  the  London  narratives  of  1689,  See.  Probably  all  this  was,  becaute 
they  had  fome  Independents  among  them.  But  gradually  they  feparat- 
«d.  The  Independents  formed  two  congregations,  one  at  Rhayadr,  and 

other  at  Llanwitydj  but  Dolau  church  joined  the  Aflbciation  fooa 
after  1700. 


The 


■as 


Ll3T  OF  MINISTERS,  CHURCHES,  StC. 

% 

The  above  is  a  Lift  of  thofe  who  are  properly  ftilcc* 
Particular  Baptists  in  the  Principality.  There  are 
two  Societies  more,  which  are  Baptifts,  both  in  Glamor- 
ganfhire. 

57;  1750.  Craigfargod.  Henry  Evans,  pallor.  Thefe  are  efteemed 

General  Baptists.  They  feparated  from  Hengoed,  as  they  did  not 
own,  or  believe  eternal  and  perfonal  election,  with  fome  other  doctrines 
believed  in  that  connexion.  But  they  profefs  to  maintain  firmly  the 
"Deity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  free  juftification  through  his  righteoufnefs 
alone,  without  any  works  of  man.  Their  number  is  not  given.  They 
are  not  a  very  large  congregation. 

58.  The  Engine.  For  above  twenty  years  a  few  ferlous  perfohs 
formed  a  friendly  fociety  of  a  religious  nature.  They  were  fuppofed 
to  embrace  Mr.  SandimaiVs  fentiments,  or  part  of  them.  They  con¬ 
tinued  for  years  without  any  profeffed  paftor.  Gradually  fome  of  thefft 
were  convinced  by  the  word,  that  Believers  Baptifm  was  the  true 
gofpel  ordinance  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  fome  of  them  were  bap¬ 
tized  in  and  about  1780.  Being  formed  into  a  tegular  churchy  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  view  of  the  New  Teftament,  they  had  feveral  Baptift  mi- 
niilers  to  preach  and  adminifter  ordinances  in  turn,  having  no  minifter 
of  their  own.  In  1787,  they  propofed  to  join  the  Affociation,  and  were 
admitted.  In  1790,  when  the  Affociation  divided,  by  mutual  confent, 
the  Engine  was  ranked  in  the  South  Weft  convention;  but  they  never 
after  continued  in  the  public  connexion;  they  left  it  of  their  own 
accord.  A  few  of  the  members  joined  the  church  at  Swanfea.  The 
Society  it  feems  are  fewer  than  twenty.  It  is  laid,  they  have  two  or 
more  among  themfelves  who  exercife  as  their  minifters  ;  of  late,  the/ 
have  had  little  intercourfe  with  other  minifters. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  the  county  of  Flint  there  is  no  Baptift  church.  It  is  a  fmall  county, 
and  the  chief  part  of  it  Englifh. 

Some  of  thofe  named  in  the  above  Lift  are  not  conftant  minifters, 
but  occafional  fupplies.  And  fome  it  may  be  are  omitted  who  havd 
lately  begun  to  exercife,  yet  are  ufeful  in  the  imniftry.  A  few  it  is 
not  eafy  to  know  where  to  place  them. 

In  the  fir  ft  56  churches  enrolled  in  thefe  pages,  though  the  mincer 
in  Wrexham  is  not  afeertained,  there  are  about  7058  members. 
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BAPTIST  MINISTERS  AND  MESSENGERS 

Aflembled  at  Northampton,  June  4,  5,  and  6,  17935 

Maintaining  the  important  Dodfrines  of  three  equal  Perfons 
in  the  Godhead :  eternal  and  perfonal  Election  ;  original 
Sin;  particular  Redemption  ;  free  Juffification  by  the  im¬ 
puted  Righteoufnefs  of  Chriff;  efficacious  Grace  in  Re¬ 
generation ;  the  final  Perleverance  of  real  Believers  ;  the 
Refurredfion  of  the  Dead;  the  future  Judgment ;  the  eter¬ 
nal  Happinefs  of  the  Righteous  ;  and  everlafting  M fiery  of 
the  Impenitent;  with  the  congregational  Order  of  the 
Churches,  inviolably ; 

To  the  feveral  Churches  they  reprefent,  or  have  received 
Letters  from,  meeting  at  Codnor ,  in  Derbyfhire  ;  Burton - 
upon-Trent ,  in  StafFordfhire  ;  S  utt  on- AJh field  and  Notting - 
ham ,  in  Nottinghamfhire  ;  Sheepjhead ,  Leicefiier ,  Sutton-m^ 
the-Elms ,  Arnjby ,  and  Foxton ,  in  Leicefterfhire  ;  Oakham ,  in 
Rutland  ;  Braunjlon ,  Guiljboroitgh ,  CUpfione ,  G  ret  ton,  Ket¬ 
terings  Walgrave ,  Moulton,  Northampton ,  and  Road,  in 
Northamptonfhire;  0/«*y,  in  Buckinghamfhire ;  Carlton 
and  Thorn ,  in  Bedfordfhire;  *S7.  Albans,  in  Hertfordshire; 
Spalding ,  in  Lincolnfhire ;  and  Soham,  in  Cambridgefhire. 

Grace  be  to  you,  and  Peace  from  God  our  Father,  and 
from  the  Lord  Jefus.  Chrifl. 

Dear  Brethren , 

TTaving  again  enjoyed  our  annual  interview  with  each 
other,  and  heard  the  accounts  you  fent  us  of  your 
Rate,  which,  on  the  whole,  afforded  us  ground  of  thankful- 
nefs  and  pleafure ;  you  will  be  expedlng  to  receive  from  us 
-as  ufual  the  circular  Addrefs,  whereby  we  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  flir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  rememberance, 
that  we  might  eftablifh  you  in  your  moft  holy  faith,  and  pro¬ 
voke  you  to  love  and  good  works. 

In  order  to  avoid  too  great  a  famenefs  in  our  E piffles,  we 
have  been  ufed  to  feledf  before-hand  fome  divine  fubjedf,  and 
to  appoint  one  of  our  brethren  to  difeufs  it  in  the  general 
Letter,  previous  to  our  yearly  meeting  j  that  it  might  then 
be  read  before  the  minifters  and  meflengers  of  the  alfociated 
may  1794,  C  churches,, 
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,  i";  i  *  /,  ■  »  .  thdr  correction  and  approbation.  The 

latt  iubjedl  on  which  we  addreffed  you,  was  godly  zeal, 
and  we  hope  that  excellent  grace  was  not  defcribed  and  re- 

^  m  vfn‘  ^Ince  the  publication  of  that  letter,  we 
biefs  God,  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  exerting  your 

f*a£>  hY  ei^ou raging  an  attempt,  too  long  negleded  by  our- 
e.ie^,  and  our  pi edecelTors,  to  fpread  the  glorious  Gofpel 
ci  our  blefied  Lord  in  the  Heathen  world.  We  had  pro- 
poled  to  have  written  to  you  this  year  upon  Joy  in  God ;  and 
though  mournful  occurrences  have  taken  place  in  the  world 
around  us,  yet  neitner  the  dreadful  flagnation  of  trade, 
nor  the  horrid  calamities  of  war,  would  have  rendered  it  un- 
feafonable  to  encourage  the  fons  of  Zion  to  rejoice  in  their 
King.  It  certainly  becomes  us  to  mourn  for  the  diftreffes 
of  our  country,  and  the  miferies  of  mankind  ;  for  the  abomi¬ 
nations  of  the  land,  and  the  low  eftate  of  the  church ;  and 
above  all,  for  the  defe&s  of  our  own  chara&ers,  and  the  evils 
of  our  hearts  and  lives :  but  all  thefe  caufes  of  grief  are  not 
incompatable  with  joy  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  may  glory  ir> 
tribulation ;  and  even  in  the  midft  of  penitential  forrow,  our 
fouls  may  exult  in  the  riches  of  grace,  and  triumph  in  re¬ 
deeming  love. 

May  your  f acred  joy  be  increafed,  though  our  letter  on  that 
fubj  edits  deferred,  through  the  unexpected  removal  of  our 
beloved  brother  *  who  was  appointed  to  draw  it  up.  By  his 
being  called  away  from  his  ftation  among  us,  to  attend  our  other 
dear  brother  f ,  who  had  already  reaped  fome  fir-ft-fruits  unto 
God  from  the  regions  of  Indojian ,  we  have  loft  a  Letter  upon 
Joy;  but  we  have  found  a  new  fubject  for  the  exercifeof  that 
delightful  grace.  His  brethren,  who  valued  his  company 
and  friendfhip,  cannot,  amidlt  all  the  regret  eccafioned  by 
his  departure,  refrain  from  joy;  and  even  his  affectionate 
people,  who  are  for  a  time  left  deftitute  of  a  paftor,  are  en¬ 
abled  to  rejoice,  that  they  had  fuch  a  facrifice  to  make ;  and 
that  the  love  of  Chriff  conftrained  him  to  leave  the  connec¬ 
tions  he  loved,  and  made  them  willing  to  acquiefce  in  the 
call  of  God.  Bleffed  be  our  divine  Saviour  who  put  into  his 
heart,  for  many  years  pafl,  lb  peculiar  a  folicitude  for  the 
falvation  of  the  Heathen  ;  and  has  now  given  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  die  nohlefl  gratification  that  earth  can  afford.  He, 
and  all  his  family,  with  his  guide  and  fellow-labourer,  are, 
we  truft,  rejoicing  in  that  God  who  rules  the  ocean  which 
Unrounds  them  ;  while  the  Indian  converts  are  longing  and 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  mifiionaries  they  requeffed.  We 
will  follow  them  with  our  moft  ardent  prayers,  hoping  before 
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tills  time  twelve  months  to  have  good  news  from  a  far  coun¬ 
try,  to  furnifh  our  churches  With  additional  ground  of  re¬ 
joicing.  .  . 

Yes,  beloved,  we  have  Town,  not  without  tears  Oi  joy  ; 

and  we  truft  in  Cjod^  that  in  due  leafon,  we  fhall  reap  not 
fainting.  You  generally  know  with  how  fmall  a  beginning 
our  little  society  for  propagating  the  gospejl  com¬ 
menced  ;  and  you  fee  how  furprizingly  and  fpeedily  God  has 
profpered  and  fucceeded  our  attempts.  Before  Zion  travailed 
fhe  brought  forth.  Before  our  fociety  was  formed,  one  of 
our  brethren  was  employed,  unknown  to  us,  in  the  good 
Work,  and  fome  feals  had  been  granted  to  his  min  ill  ry* 
The  Hindoos  had  written  for  miffionaries,  while  we  were 
forming  our  plan,  and  their  anfwer  to  our  enquiry  was  at 
hand,  while  we  were  aflcing,  Whither  {hall  we  firfi:  fend 
fo'rth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Idofts  ?  The  account  of 
the  rife  of  our  Society  is  already  in  mofl  of  yotir  hands, 
and  in  due  time  farther  particulars  will  be  laid  before  you, 
and  our  friends  in  general.  In  the  mean  while  it  was  pro- 
pofed  at  the  Aflociation,  that  for  this  time,  inftead'of  the 
ufual  inftru&ions  circulated  through  the  churches,  we  fhould 
.give  you  a  copy  of  the  change  delivered  to  our  brethren  at 
our  folemn  parting  with  them,  and  likewife  of  the  letter  ad- 
refled  to  the  Hindoos  *  This,  it  was  fuid,  would  be  grati¬ 
fying  to  many,  while  it  would  tend  to  keep  alive  the  zealous 
concern  that  has  been  felt  for  the  falvation  of  the  Heathen. 
That  concern,  we  are  happy  to  fay,  has  not  been  confined 
to  our  aflo'ciated  connexion,  though  it  has  fpiead  through  it 
pretty  generally.  With  gratitude  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  and 
to  our  d~ar  brethren  in  various  parts  of  tne. kingdom,  we 
acknowledge  that  he  has  flirred  up  their  hearts  to  concur  with 
our  defign,  and  to  fend  us  generous  aid  from  the  diftant  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  land.  You  know  already  how  early  and  how 
liberal  by  we  received  encouragement  from  Birmingham > 
where  a  Correfponding  fociety  was  immediately  efcabifhed  in 
aid  of  the  miflion ;  and  by  the  inftrumentality  of  our  adfive 
friends,  we  foon  derived  farther  afliftance  from  feveral  churches 
in  mnuickfhire ,  Shropjhire ,  and  other  adjacent  counties. 
From  Torkjhire ,  and  its  borders,  where  our  brethren,  unknown 
to  us  had  chofen  the  fame  fubje&  of  Chrijlian  zeal  for  their 
lafl:  year’s  letter,  we  fooit  received  a  noble  evidence  that  they 
had  not  been  meditating  on  a  topic  they  did  not  fee!.  The 
eftablifhment  of  a  fociety  there,  which  lent  us  two  hundred 

*  The  Charge  asd  the  Lttur  are  inferred  in  N».  7.  of  the  Regifter. 
?•  5*5 — 53x- 
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pounds  in  proof  of  their  fraternity,  caufed  our  hearts  to  rejoice 
in  that  union  which  flows  from  the  love  of  Chrift.  From 
many  of  our  After  churches,  both  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  allociation,  and  in  more  remote  parts  of  the  ifland,  we*’ 
have  received  fubftantial  Succour;  in  feme  inftances  unfoli- 
cited,  and  m  many  beyond  our  expectations.  From  New- 
caJUe \  and  Plymouth ,  Cambridge  and  Luton,  Devizes  and  Bath 
and  Frome  ;  from  Several  places  in  Hampjhlre ,  Suffolk,  Effex , 
a^.u  Kent ,  have  kind  and  confiderable  donations  been  trans¬ 
mitted^  Brljlol  and  the  great  Metropolis  of  our  land  have 
lent  affiftance  in  this  good  work,  with  a  generofity  for  which 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  cities  have  long  been  renowned  ; 
and  which  the  fad  fhocks  given  to  commerce  and  public 
credit,  before  their  benefactions'  were  folicited,  could  not 
fupprefs.  Nor  has  this  encouragement  been  received  mere¬ 
ly  from  our  own  denomination.  Though  this  Society  honeffly 
acknowledged  that  its  founders  were  of  the  Particular 
Baptljl  perfuafion,  we  are  fure  it  was  not  the  intereft  of  a 
party  they  wifhed  to  promote,  but  the  glory  of  our  divine 
Lord,  and  the  falvation  of  immortal  fouls.  Hence  it  was 
propofed  at  hrft,  if  no  opening  was  foon  found  for  a  Baptljl; 
million,  to  have  requeued  the  Pre/byterian  and  the  Mora¬ 
vian  brethren,  who  had  been  already  employed  in  labouring 
among  the  Fleathen,  to  accept  fome  affiftance  from  our 
fubferiptions :  for  by  the  leave  of  the  God  of  heaven,  we 
were  determined  to  do  Somewhat  toward  propagating  his 
gofpel  in  pagan  lands.  The  providence  of  God  pointing  out 
fo  Speedily  a  Sphere  of  addon  Sufficient  to  require  all  our 
exertions,  prevented  this  teftimony  of  our  brotherly  love  for 
the  prefent  3  but  he  who  knew  our  hearts  in  this  requeft,  has 
inclined  our  brethren  to  fhew  us  favour.  Our  P  cedobaptijl 
brethren  have  not  looked  upon  us  with  a  jealous  eye;  but 
Evangelical  Eplfcopallans  as  well  as  different  claffes  of  DIJJen- 
ters ,  notwith (landing  their  difference  of  judgment  and  prac¬ 
tice  refpetfting  one  of  the  pohtive  inffitutions  of  the  New 
Teftament,  have  befriended  our  defign ;  and  fome  friends 
belonging  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  fuppofe  the  or¬ 
dinance  from  which  we  are  denominated  has  ceafed,  have 
Sent  in  unfolicited  aid.  One  of  the  ministers  of  the  unitas 
fratrum  Sent  us  pecuniary  affi Stance ;  and  another  *  in  a 
moft  friendly  letter  expreffed  his  earned:  wifties  for  our  fuc- 
ccfs,  and,  with  great  candour  and  piety,  anfwered  fome  of 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  La  Tr>  b?*s  letter  here  riferreU  to^  may  be  feet* 
in  the  RegifUr,  No.  7.  {  531, 
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®ur  printed  enquiries  refpeding  the  needful  qualifications  oi 
miftionaries,  and  the  advice  proper  to  be  given  them. 

Dearly  beloved  brethren,  what  (hall  we  render  unto  God 
for  all  his  goodnefs  towards  us  !  We  have  complained  with 
the  church  of  old.  Ifa.  xxvi.  17,  18.  that  we  had  not  wrought 
any  deliverance  in  the  earth,  neither  have  the  inhabitant 5  of  the 
world  fallen,  before  the  weapons  of  our  warfare!  But  we 
truft  our  Lord  is  going  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer. 
In  the  name  of  our  God  will  we  lift  up  our  banners,  and 
we  hope  we  fhall  foon  fing  oi  the  triumphs  of  his  crofs* 
Our  brethren  are  gone  out  upon  an  arduous  undertaking. 
Their  difficulties  will  be  many  ,  and  they  are  but  imperfect 
men.  Let  us  pray  daily  for  them.  And  look  out  for  freih 
openings  in  the  heathen  world.  Deny  yourfelves  in.  fuper- 
fiuous  expences,  and  fave  more  for  God. — About  nineteen 
parts  of  the  world  out  of  thirty  are  pagans  ftill  !  And  ltill 
the  Eaftern  and  Weitern  antichrift  count  their  votaries  by 
millions.  O  pity  a  benighted  world  !  Let  the  love  of  Chrift 
conftrain  you.  Surely  our  Redeemer  has  not  yet  received 
one  half  of  the  reward  he  merited  by  the  travail  of  his  foul. 

Let  it  appear  that  you  have  fome  degree  of  the  fame  kind 
of  love  to  fouls  that  was  in  Chrift  Jefus  !  His  love  to  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  induced  him  to  lay  himfelf  out  for  their  good 
inceffantly.  When  he  was  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  and 
felt  all  the  innocent  infirmities  of  humanity,  the  profped  of 
faving  a  Samaritan  Adultrefs  made  him  foiget  his  own  hun¬ 
ger  and  fatigue,  and  the  delight  his  mind  took  in  his  I  ather  s 
bufinefs  infufed  freih  vigour  into  his  weary  body..  All 
through  his  life  on  earth  it  was  his  meat  and  his  drink  to 
be  doing  good,  though  he  perpetually  endured  the  contradic¬ 
tion  of  finners  againft  himfelf:  and  though  their  enmity  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  inveterate,  he  was  not  to  be  overcome 
of  evil,  but  died  praying  for  his  murderers.  Dear  brethren, 
let  us  afpire  after  more  of  the  fame  difinterefted  benevolence 
that  was  fo  perfectly  exemplified  by  our  blefied  Lord. 
Imitate  his  felf-dsnial,  his  diligence,  his  ardour,  his  un¬ 
wearied  zeal.  Shew  that  the  objedU  which  lay  fo  near  to 

his  heart,  lie  very  near  to  your’s. 

It  has  o-iven  us  fingular  pleafure  that  the  benefactions  of 

our  diftant  friends  have  been  attended  with  many  prayers. 
At  Folkjlone ,  in  Kent,  where  our  brethren  had  only  received 
information  of  our  attempt  from  the  republication  of  our  Plan 
in  the  Baptift  .Regifter,  they  immediately  formed  a  cor- 
refponding  Society  in  aid  of  the  Million,  and  appointed 
monthly  meeting  for  extraordinary  prayer  upon  the  fubject, 
to  be  attended  with  a  collection  for  the  fame  purpofe.  W  e 
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ers  ^ 1  lm]^te  tliis  example,  efpecially  where  the 
J‘;c_  7  praYer-^cting  for  the  revival  of  religion  was  not 
pr.vioiniy  efabiifhed.  In  the  churches  of  our  affociation* 
and  many  others  wno  had  for  fome  years  paft  united  with 
us  m  that  practice  we  hope  the  Gate  of  the  Heathen  v/ill  be 
particularly  remembered,  as  well  as  the  revival  of  evangelical 
pi^ty  ,  mong  ourlclves,  and  other  profceftant  churches ,  and 
we  truft  you  will  then,  and  at  other  times,  continue  to  pray 
ror  the  Miffionaries  who  are  already  gone  out,  and  bc<r  that 
the  Loro  will  raife  up  more  fuch  labourers,  and  open  a  door 
tnem  m  other  pagan  countries.  The  work  in  which  our 
brethren  are  engaged  is  arduous,  their  difficulties  and  tempta¬ 
tions  wiL  be  many,  and  though  we  highly  efteem  them,  wre 
know  they  are  liable  to  err  and  mitta.ke*  unlefs  the  Lord 
Jinn  keep  them  continually.  Therefore  we  befeech  you 

to  be  much  in  prayer  for  them,  that  the  Lord  would  keep 
and  profper  them,  1 


After  fome  Angular  interpofitions  of  providence,  which 
remarkably  made  way  for  all  brother  Carey’s  family  to  attend 
him,  they  fet  off  in  good  health  and  fpirits.  One  of  them 
Wrote  thus  to  a  minifter  in  London,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  their  departure  *:—«  The  fhip  is  come—the 
fignal  made— the  guns  are  fired— and  wc  are  going  with  a 
fine  fair  wind.  Farewel,  my  dear  brethren  and  fitters, 
farewel.  May  the  God  of  Jacob  be  our’s  and  your’s,  by 
fea  and  land,  for  time  and  eternity  !  Mott  affe&ionately 
adieu  !” — All  circumttances  combine  to  encourage  us,  be- 
loved  brethren,  to  go  on  in  this  attempt.  Future  difficulties, 
may  occur,  but  He  that  has  helped  thus  far,  will  ttill  be  a, 
God  at  hand,  and  a  God  afar  offj  to  help  us  at  home,  and 
them  abroad.  Let  us  rely  upon  him.  And  if  you  do  not 
find  your  utmott  hopes  accomplifhed  on  their  hrft  arrival,, 
fee  not  diftieartened.  Remember  how  long  David  Brainerd \ 
laboured  among  the  Indians  in  North- America,  before  his 
labours  were  crowned  with  fuch  great  fuccefs.  And  in 
Greenland,  the  Moravian  brethren  waited  a  confiderable  time 
before  the  feed  they  lowed  in  that  unhofpitable  climate  began 
to  promife  a  joyful  harveft,  But  if  Mir  hujbandman  waiteth 
for  the  precious  fruit  of  the  earth ,  and  hath  long  patience  for 
it,  until  he  receive  the  early  and  the  latter  rain ;  be  ye  alfi 
patient  \ flablift,  your  hearts ;  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweih 
%igh\  then  the  reapers  ftiall  receive  their  wages,  and  gather 
fruit  unto  eternal  life,  that  both  he  that  foweth ,  and  be  that 
reapeth  may  rejoice  together . 

Dear  brethren,  we  clofe  this  fhort  epifile,  by  committing 


*  Tfce  Letter  was  dated  June  io,  1793. 
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'■md  to  the  word  of  his  grace;  praying  *hat 

ar %ijr, U  » t"  tft 

t.,«  were  b»«j«  »P  »  "»»g  ogives,  M 

r4 sL 4  >» 

Converted  in  oar  coil§1  prefcnc  as  far 

brought  up  in  a  land  o  g  *  P  .  an(j  may  each  of 

from  vital  godlinefs  as  Pro  ^  "  f0  liave  been  turned  from 
us,  who  have  alrea  to  walk  as  the  children  of 

darknels  unto  light,  b.  1  nQ  fellow{hip  with  the  un- 
the  light,  and  ot  the  day ,  e  •  •  „c  ruch  who  are  the 

fruitful  works  of  ^ar^ne fs,j  v  ^th  Your  privileges 

lights  of  the  world,  the fft- ^ ‘proportionable.  Your 

are  Z]ono^J™\£  ^oft  p0WerfJ  manner  to  conftrain 
principles  tend  m  the  w  P  ^  w  abound  in  the  work 

you  to  depart  know  thofe  things  which  are 

containefin" the  S£>  ™ 

JKS  sat  JrSe  grace  of  Qur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
be  with  you  all.  Amen ! 

MINUTES,  v  r 

evening  6.  Brother  Hopper,  of Nf2T«bet° “ 
Moderator,  and  M.  ^  “tcSfrlere 

prayer;  the  letters  from  ,  l  h er Burton,  of  Foxton.conciuded. 
made  of  their  contents,  and  brotn.  hours  in  fociai  prayer: 

Wednefday  morning  6.  t  ,  r  i  cuarman  vvho  fup- 

the  following  brethren  being  engage  >•  ftudont  at 

plies  the  church  at_  Moulton;  Benj.  ’* a“h*n« firothe r 

Briftol,  now  a  probationer  at  Sutton  ^  1 1  ’  of  Watford; 

T.  Edmonds  is  removed  to  Up. son  ,  M  •  Guilfborough- 

A.  Payne,  of  Walgrave;  and 

G,l,?Mgn  if ‘S2aSi» t  Brother 
account  ot  the  nature  ana  u  g  ^  arg 

Morris  of  C^J^*^^***  L*  ;  Iff 

vfdi  6 frlton  preached  from  Heb.ii.  .0.  It  became  him 
ther  Weft,  of  Carl  ,  p  ^  M  thi„gs  ,n  bringing 

for  tubman  all  thin  ,  4  ,/i«V  jalqjatlon  per. 

many  fini  &lp;  £  her  SufcUff  concluded  in  prayer. 
feZ  through  Men ££  g°£el  prayed,  and  Brother 

Pearce,  of  Birnringham  P^/g”  ‘  L Vtopilon.'dofed 
G®#*/  of  the  blejfcd  God ,  brotncr  u  1 

'  the  fervice  with  prayer.  Mabbott,  of  Hoddefdon,  in 

Thurfday  morning  6.  Brother  iVia  ,  -^rs  be- 

Hertfordthire,  began  in  prayer,  a  .  ef  0f  t^ejr  fpiritual 

longing  to  the  affociation  gave  a  ne  .  ^  Brother  Blundell, 

^erciies  tnthe  course  of  the  )  >  who 

c  4 
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cl^ed  the  public  meeting  fn  prayer  ^  3t  Ar”fiy'  COn‘ 

<ome  farther  bufmefs  of  7”  ?ayin&  awhile,  to  attend  ou 
our  fmall  fund  were  examin  ..a ^  pnvate  nature>  the  accounts  of 
haif-a-guinea  each  towTr d  riB  tW°  P°°r  b.rethren  were  allowed 
elation ;  three  Seas  wet  1  e/pences'in  attending  the  affo- 

new  intereft  at°Derby  ;  and  on^  t0.enco“rageL  Applies  for  the 
at  Braybrook:  a  ouinea  op\  guinea  mr  the  congregation 
circuraiiances.  g  '  aif°  Was  voted  for  a  miniller  in  ftrait 

tMs  aflb“  church 

ElBi\i:bo: m  Brother 

fenters  at  Creeton  S  ^  c®ngregatl0n  of  Paedobaptift  Dif- 

adiftreffed  brethren  at  Gu^fh  CWn  PecuIiar  friendfhip  to  our 

was  burnt  down  bv  fonm  VrOUSh’-  wh°fe  pIace  of  worlhip 

of  December  laid  lncendianes>  on  the  25th 

-titled  to  our  hear  tv  Th  J,™6  afl,°.c'13t,,on  c°nfider  them  as  en- 
r0  t rnrn.v  "  aV'1  ^  ~ ,  1  which  the  Moderator  is  de/ired 

not  o?‘ou r  „  r  °ther  °f  °Ur  diffei1ti»g  brethren,  who  are 

thv  to  our  Cuilfbon°niWt-0n’i^aVe  a,*"°  ^newn  tljat  fympa- 

of  5  /r,h.srl’ich-ciiis  for  rrrefp'a- 

■  f  m*.  f  *.  MinXlTo'  It  S'S.  Xd"  t 

.  undrcc,  pounds  reward  for  the  detedion  of  the  cruel  offenders 

Etx  1 1-  ■  v  %  ^  s&tiA 

p”ct  liXtSX  Mk-  - 

parationTf’ th?  "ft*  the  F»- 

call  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  a  copy  of  the  ch-rAto  th?  vrtr  Car®y’3 
-d  of  the  Letter  to  the  Indian  Sff  be  prlnmf  “d’ 
of  tug  epiftolary  addrefs,  and  a  ihort  letter  only  be  prefixed* 

Gcf?g  M  T'CltM,Treaflng,  Z;aI  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
uoipA.—~-Tiie  Moderator  clofed  in  prayer. 

State  of  the  Churches  fmee  the  laft  Aftbciation. 

Tt  Added.  _  Diminifhed. 

T  per,  a  profefbon  of  faith  88  1  By  death  7y 


l  ^  —  -  S  1  U  j  U  1  Q  Q 

By  letters  of  recommendation  7 
Reftored  after  exclufion  -  1 


Difmiflion 

Exclufion 


Total  Increafe  96  Total  decreafe 
Clear  Increafe  -  -  A2 


7 

10 

54 


:  -  v.iccu  lncreaie  -  -  4y 

The  number  of  communicants  in  all  the  churches  is  1596. 


THE 
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the 

KENT  and  SUSSEX  ASSOCIATION 
OF  BAPTIST  CHURCHES, 

ConfiJHng  of  thofe  which  meet  at  JJhforJ,  Sandhur/l  ? 

.Id  Szt’-?'¥n  cCr"±  fe 

t{‘e  ImP°rtant  Doftrines  of  Three  equal  Perfons  in 
here  andeE^  ?!  T?^  “d  Perfonal  EfeaL  to  Holinefs 

cious  C  the  •linlDUted  Rtgl'teoufnefs  of  Ch  rift  alone1;  effica-’ 
Saints  toTternal  Glory1!6”110"’  “d  ^  Perfevera««  of  the 

Aftembled  at  Chatham,  Kent, 

The  4th  and  sth  days  of  June,  170,. 

TSoc^^he1  a'  riTvnSCrf  °R-the  <ihurc!,es  fflet  ^  four 
and  Brother  Knott  prlyd^Th"  nzmeTof  .?elea‘^n  was  <“"g; 

nanes  °f  the  afiociation,  and  then  called  for  the  letters  oVthe 
refpeftive  churches,  which  were  alfr>  .  ;  i  *  l  •  * 

that  the  churches  at  Tenterden and V 7  ’  4  Ch  “  aPPeared 
paftors.  The  church  at  l  den  Vi'cl'e  deftituteof 

SSStSSSs  *****  $***£ 

the  following  manner-  Sun!  Pi  °Ck’  a"d  WaS  Condu£led  in 
prayed.  Brother  Middleton  freach^fromHab  uf"  Jfj 

revive  thy  work  in  the  midft  of  the  years  SnmrTT  ° Lor^ 
Brother  Copping  concluded  in  prayer  ’  £l’  ‘PP°tb  98. 

bdUf  of  ,h,  Univerfal  R.|t0iibn  „7nwh'3i£,','l,t 

“d»d,1C Jr  T"  wi>  th'  *flbci„,d  ch»,S,™ 

pelf,.  ,&ie  M5.nf"d<l0  rep"f“'  M‘  “fc  “  *»'  ■«!-- 

■oltfeta  p“y  "  Vi«  T’  “Pd  «• 

pointed  to  draw  „p,  on  “  b""  ‘J' 

approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  Tl,f-  m  j’  read’ 

eluded;  and  the  affembljr  adjourned  afei^  oSt™” 

Public 


•4  THE  KENT  AND  SUSSEX  ASSOCIATION,  1793- 

Publip  woj  fhip  began  at  half  part  ten  o’clock,  and  jascon- 
;n  the  following  manner  ?  Brother  Atwood  read  -he  firtt 
Chapter  of  Paul’s  Epiftle  to  the  Philipptans :  Sung,  Rippon,  254, 
Brother  Atwood  prayed.  Sung,  Watts,  II.  165,  Bro.-ier  Pu-dy 
praS  Sung  Wattsl  I.  135  Brother  Copping  preached  from 
ISr  lxxxvi2 17.  Sheno  me  a  token  for  good.  Sung,  Ktpp.on,  34c. 

^  %?z* -w  £t 

Churches  in  this  Affociation  on  the  firft  Wednefday  m  Novem  , 
next,  as  ufual;  and  that  the  Prayer-meeting  be^continue  ’ 
r  ,1  y  dav  evening  in  each  months  m  the  emuing  y^ai. 

of  T». 

— ,  r>  nSnMfATlNG  THE  GOSPEL  AMGNG5I 

Heathen,  inftituted  by  the  North  amptonjhire  AJfocUuon,  and 

tfj-reS  Cl^eTMXttould  write  the  next 
it  was  a^e.d  t0  one  0f  the  following  quef- 

tions  be  recommended  to  him  as  -h  I  w 

the  heft  evidences  of  the  grace  oj  God  m  a  belie  ver  s  heart , 

«  *he  nalu,e  ofJ‘S^  n«t  Affociation  be  held  at  Sandhurft*  in 

It  was  ag,rf^hLefday  and  Wednefday  in  Tune,  W  Ac’ 
Kent ;  on  the  firft ^  1  ueiaay  ^  ^  and  Humphrey  to 

commod^tons  at  t  e  A  rg^.  £iuded  ^  and  difmiffed  the 

*T«- 

WTTeS.e“of  4  *to'J  ch“rf5;iiPnt.a"‘‘  l""”’ 


Baptized  -  ,  “  62 

^Received  by  Letter 

Reftored  2 


Increafe 


Difmiffed 

Excluded 

Dead 


92 


a 

*5 

2^ 

5 1 
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the 


YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  ASSOCIATION, 

OF  THE  DENOMINATION  OF 

particular  baptists. 

,  •  e  .1.  rWches  at  Gilder fome,  Leeds,  W», 

ConneAed  with  the  Ch  Hebden  Bridge,  Rochdale, 

Haifa. *,  Zf  Blackburn,  Prefton,  Coin 

TUSf&f  aft  C„,„  «  ****  »■> 

Me^ac Majb'rwgh,  near  Ratberbam,  YoRC.May  22,  -  3  ’  1 

Met  at.  y  d  Greenwood  opened  the  fervice 

Wednefday,  May  «d ,  I >.  A.  G  ^  def  0f  the 

preached  from  Matthew  x*  ^ 


THE  WESTERN  ASSOCIATION,  1793.  3% 

Met  again  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Hirft  was  chofen  Moderator, 
A  hymn  was  fung,  and  Mr.  Littlewood  prayed.  The  letters 
from  the  churches  were  then  read,  and  afterwards  the  circular 
letter  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fawcett,  on  the  cross  of  Christ,*? 
which  being  approved,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Met  again  on  Thurfday  morning.  Mr.  Littlewood  prayed, 
and  preached  from  Rev.  iii.  19,  and  Mr.  Hirft  from  Rom.  xvL 
24*  The  iervice  was  concluded  with  prayer. 

N.  B.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Brethren  prefent,  that,  for 
the  lake  of  convenience,  the  aftociation  ought  to  be  held  at 
places  nearer  the  centre;  but  as  many  were  abfent,  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  this  is  referred  to  a  future  opportunity. 

The  next  a  fide  ration  to  be  held  at  Hebden  Bridge,  on  the 
Wednefday  and  fhurfday  in  Whitfun-Week,  1794.  MelTr*. 
Langdon,  Sharpe  and  Crabtree,  are  requeued  to  preach  ;  or  la 
cafe  of  failure,  Meffrs.  Hirft,  Hartley  and  Littlewood. 

Mr.  Hirft  to  draw  up  the  Circularletter  on  “  Repentance.” 

Put  up  at  the  Old  White  Lion,  Hebden  Bridge. 

0"  The  ftate  of  the  Churches  much  the  fame  as  laft  year- 
but  as  fome  of  the  focieties  omitted  fending  letters,  the  increafc 
&c.  cannot  be  exactly  afeertained. 


*  As  this  is  a  long  letter,  and  has  been  printed  in  the  form  of  1 
pamphlet,  and  pretty  generally  circulated,  it  may  perhaps  be  unnz* 
£ellary  to  reprint  it  in  the  Regiiler.  Editor. 


THE 


WESTERN  ASSOCIATION, 

Pf  the  Elders,  Mimfters  and  Meflengers  of  the  feveral  Baotift 
L  hurches  meeting  at  Kingjbridge,  Exeter,  Prejcott,  WetUm- 
ton,  Teovtd,  Ltmgbvmd,  Uorfington,  Bridgewater,  Crodurton, 
Frome  Paulton,  Bratton,  Caine,  Melkjham,  Grittleton  and 
Malmfiury  _  Sarum,  Port/mouth,  Wotton,  HorJIey,  Pithay  ana 
Broadmead  in  Bristol,  Sod  bury  and  Bradford . 


Having  received  Letters  alfo  from  Falmouth ,  Chacewatcr,  Flu 
mouth  Dock ,  Plymouth ,  Bovey -Tracey,  Cullumpton,  Tiverton 
Bampton,  Stoke  Corner ,  Upottery ,  Hatch,  Iyme ,  Chard,  Crofombi 
King  Stanley,  and  Thornbury . 


Being  met  in  Aftociation  at  Bradford,  Wilts* 

May  21  and  22,  1793. 

Tuefday,  May  21,  met  at  three  o'clock.  Brother  Mofelv 
gan  in  prayer.  Brother  Tommas,  of  Briftol,  was  chofen  Mode¬ 
rator,  the  preliminary  articles  were  read,  and  alfo  39  letters 
from  tlie  churches.  Brother  laylor,  ©f  C^lne>  then  concluded  that 
fervice  in  prayer. 


Another 
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Another  fervice  was  begun  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening 
by  Brother  Penn,  of  Kingfbridge.  Brother  Hughes  preached 
from  Matt.  v.  16,  and  clofed  in  prayer. 

Wednefday  y the  22,  met  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  for  prayer 
MefTrs.  B.  Thomas,  Perry,  Morgan,  Symmons  and  Sotteridge 
prayed ;  then  attended  the  private  bufmefs  of  the  Affociation, 
and  adjourned. 

The  forenoon  fervice  was  begun  at  ten  o’clock  by  Brother 
Belfher  in  prayer  ;  Brother  Kingdon  fucceeded.  Brother  Tommas, 
of  the  Pithay,  preached  front  2  Cor.  vi.  1,  and  clofed  the  fervice 
in  prayer. 

The  General  Letter  drawn  up  by  Brother  Redding,  on  thb 

DUTIES  WE  OWE  TO  GOD,  TO  SOCIETY,  AND  TO  OURSELV  ES, 

was  read,  and  the  aflembiy  adjourned. 

The  afternoon  fervice  was  begun  by  Brother  Horiey  at  three 
o’clock  in  prayer.  Brother  B.  Francis  preached  from  Luke  xiv. 
23,  and  clofed  the  meeting  m  prayer. 

'  N.  B.  Singing  at  proper  intervals. 

Agreed  to  recommend  the  Dartmouth  cafe. 

Agreed  to  hold  the  next  Affociation  at  Chard,  the  Wednefday 
snd  Thurfday  in  the  Whitfun  week ;  our  Brethren  John  Tommas 
smd  B.  Francis  to  preach  the  fermons ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure, 
our  Brethren  William  Clark  and  Robert  Redding.— Brother 
Birt  to  draw  up  the  Circular  Letter. 

In  the  affociated  churches  there  were  laft  year. 


Baptized  .  .  •  • 

Received  by  Letter 
Reftored  .  .  -  •  • 

100 

*3 

3 

Dead  .  . 

Difmiffed 
Excluded  . 

.  .  .  65 

.  .  .  ia 

.  .  •  13 

1 16 

90 

Increafe.  .  . 


26 


A  very  valuable  member  of  the  Weftern  affociation  thus 
writes,  “  Near  30  minifters  were  preient,  and  a  great  num- 
ber  of  ferious  perfons,  from  all  the  adjoining  panflies,  to 
worfhin  and  enjoy  God.  What  upon  earth  can  be  more 
like  heaven  ?  We  met,  kept  together,  and  parted  in  love 
and  peace ;  and  it  was  generally  obferved  that  the  tokens 
of  the  divine  prefence  were  evident  in  the  various  exercffes 

0t  The^contributions  to  the  Association  fund  enabled 
the  members  of  it  to  diffribute  £  42>  to  neceffitous  churches 
and  individuals. 


(  37  ) 


MINUTES  OF  THE  THREE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS, 

In  WALES,  im. 

The  Circular  Letter  from  the  three  Affociations  written  on 
the  inspiration  of  the  scriptures,  is  thus  pre- 

o7i7‘‘rlheaMlni^rS  anud  Me(renSers  of  the  Several  Churches 
ot  Jeius  Chnft,  owning  the  only  true  God,  the  Father,  the 

on,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  Union  infeparable,  yet  diftin- 

gmftiable ;  profefling  Faith  before  Baptifm,  and  praftifing  the 

aying  on  of  Hands  on  the  baptized,  with  others  (not  approv- 

tng  the  Impofmon  Of  bands)  all  holding  the  Bible  to  be  the  only 

per  eft  Rule  of  Doftrine,  Praftice,  and  Experience ;  our  Light 

menttnedm>>y  ^  ^  the  Confe$°n  ufuflly 

THE  SOUTH  WEST  ASSOCIATION, 

Held  at  Cwm-du,  the  feccond  Week  in  June  1793. 

ME;T  Tuef‘lay  gening,  praifed  the  Lord  who  preferved  us  in 
journeying ;  Brother  Daniel  Jones  prayed  for  a  bleffin? 
«p°n  our  convention ;  then  Brother  David  Lewis  preached  from 

Ter  xxxi  o  ,d)  fa  ?'  Evans>  of  Maes-y-berllan,  from 
eight  n«t  morning'0"  ^  °-pPor£uniT-  Adjourned  to 

Met  Wednefday,  according  to  appointment.  Firft  of  all  fun 

f  he  churches  were  read,  by  which  it  appeared 
year  •"  PeaPe’  and  but  one  without  addidon  laft 

defired  the  Slfts  IncreaflnS  among  Several.  Three  churches 

Shr’  fe  w-,rretllren  H*  David  and  James  Lewis?  then 
Brother  W.  M -  llliams  preached  from  Ifa.  liii.  i.  and  Brother  B 

“  Ifi;  2.  and  Brother  J.  [„„«  f,0”  r™  j 

“  >  AE s  sat  stsra-  sssr? 

Beni  ephill acc”rdlnS  appointment ;  firft  of  all  Brother 

bSefi  PS  Fay  f°r  3  b'd?ir,S-  Then  we  proceeded  to 

We 


gS  THE  WELSH  SOUTH  EAST  ASSOCIATION,  XJQ f> 

We  humbly  judge,  that  in  future  it  will  be  more  agreeable 
for  each  ailociation  to  draw  up  their  own  letter,  aa  formerly* 
that  they  may  be  the  fooner  had  in  the  churches. 

We  agree  to  exhort  the  churches  in  this  convention  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  have  Welfh  fchools,  that  youth  may  be  taught  to  read 
the  fcripture. 

Is  it  regular,  according  to  the  New  Teftament,  to  call  fe° 
veral  congregations  of  Chriflians,  one  church  ? 

We  permit  the  church  belonging  to  Cwmivor,  to  fertd  among 
the  churches  to  receive  their  love  and  affifkmce  towards  defray¬ 
ing  the  expence  which  has  attended  building  their  meeting- 
houfe. 

The  AfTociation  next  year  to  be  at  Llanelli,  on  the  fecond 
*Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June,  and  the  Brethren  B.  Davies, 
£>.  Evans,  of  Maef-y-berilan,  and  Chriftmas  Evans,  to  preach. 

The  churches  to  keep  Wednefday  month  after  the  AfTocia- 
tion,  to  return  thanks  for  a  peaceable  country,  when  confufiom 
abounds  fo  much  in  other  lands. 

The  whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  G .  Rees. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

W.  WILLIAMS 


Baptized  -  -  - 

160 

Excluded 

'  -  -  57 

Reftored  -  -  - 

24 

Dead 

—  —  —  63 

Received  by  Letters 

-  3 

1 87 

izz 

Increafe  this  year  65. 

TBfc  SOUTH  EAST  ASSOCIATION. 

This  AfTociation  was  held  at  Llanwenarth *  the  Week  in 

June*  I793. 

Met  about  five  Tuefday  evening.  Brother  J.  Jones  of  Ramoth 
prayed.  Praifes  were  fung,  then  Brother  J.  Richards  preached 
from  Rom.  xiv.  17.  and  concluded  with  prayer  and  praife. 

Met  on  Wednefday  morning  before  ten  ;  the  Brethren  John 
Evans,  of  Dolau,  and  Timothy  Thomas,  prayed  f  then  Brother 
Henry  David  preached  in  Welfh,  from  jer.  1.  34.  and  Brother 
B.  Francis,  in  Englifh  and  Welfh,  from  Deut.  iii.  25,  concluded 
in  prayer  and  praife. 

Met  again  about  half  after  two,  Brother  D.  Oliver  prayed, 
then  Brother  D.  Powell  preached  from  Ads  v.  20.  and  Brother 
Gab.  Rees  from  1  John  ii.  1.  concluded  by  prayer. 

Met  Thurfday  before  ten,  Brother  John  Hier  prayed,  then  the 
letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  in  which  it  Was  found  that 
addition  had  been  made  to  every  church  but  two. 

When  the  following  articles  were  agreed  upon : 

T« 


THE  NORTH  WAXES  ASSOCIATION* 

To  receive  the  new.  church  at  Aberhavefp,  in  Montgomery 
«nre,  into  the  aiiociation.  ^  1 

That  Brother  D.  Oliver  Ihoulct  vifit  thofe  churches  who  had  not 
aliifted,  to  requeft  thetr  benevolence  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  meeting-houfe  at  Yftrad-dafodog. 

,A  Ziat  brotbe.r  D' Powel1  be  permitted  to  go  to  all  the  ehurChe#, 
•o  requeft  affiftance  towards  the  expence  of  the  two  meeting 
houfes  at  Nottage  and  Bethel,  Glamorganlhire.  ** 

rhat  the  churches  fhall  keep  a  meeting  in  a  month  after  the 
aiiociation,  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  his  providential  tender- 
_e  s  t0-vards  us  in  fpiritual  and  temporal  concerns,  particularly 
R'rrC°Unt  tbe  ™Unefs  °f  our  civil  government. 

„„  'rcte5“ia,“  be  next  year  at  Olchon,  in  Herefordlhire, 
Ov  the  hrft  Wednefday  and  Thurfdaytn  June,  according  to  the 
tcgu.at ions  agreed  imon  laft  year,  and  the  Brethren  Timothy 

homas  and  Miles  Edwards  to  preach.  The  letters  to  be  read 
i  Hurl  day  morning. 

The  whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  M.  Evans* 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

HENRY  DAVIJ#, 
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THE  NORTH  WALES  ASSQ&IAT ION, 

Met  at  Cefn  the  fourth  Week  in  June,  1793. 

VTtJnefday  morning,  the  Brethren  James  Evans  and  Daniel 
E>avies  prayed,  then  Brother  Jofhua  Thomas  preached  in  We'ftt 
and  Englilh  from  Rom.  xvi.  25.  and  Brother  John  Evans,  of 

JJolau,  from  Prov.  m.  t7.  Brother  J.  Jones  concluded  in  praver 
Adjourned  for  a  (hort  time.  F  J 

Met  again.  Brother  T,  Thomas  prayed  in  Welfh,  and  Brother 
j-  Jenkins,  cf  Wrexham,  in  Englilh,  then  Brother  Morgan 
Eees  preached  in  Englilh  and  in  Welfh,  from  Judo-,  vi.  24.  and 
Brother  John  Williams,  of  Horeb,  from  1  Cor.  C 23.  and  after 
him  Brother  D.  Saunders  from  Pf.  xxvii.  4. 

Met  Tb-urfday  morning.  Brother  Morris  Griffiths  prayed,  and 
the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read  ;  the  accounts  in  genera} 
were  comfortable,  yet  a  few  things  mournful.  The  following: 
articles  were  agreed  upon.  491 

That  Brother  J.  Williams  be  permitted  to  go  through  the 
churches  to  requeft  help  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the 
civv  meeting-houfe  at  Crekith,  Carnarvonfhire. 

That 


1 


\ 


THE  NORTH  WALES  ASSOCIATION,  *793* 

}  f 

That  the  AfTociation,  next  year,  be  held  at  Ebenezer,  in  An<* 
glefea,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June.  The 
Brethren  Gabriel  Rees,  Daniel  Davies,  and  John  Jones  to  preach* 
That  a  day  of  thankfgiving  be  kept  Wednefday  month  after 
the  affociation. 

The  whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  Chriftmas  Evans- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


The  Circular  letter  this  year  was  written  by  a  member  of  the 
South-weft  alTociation,  which  is  the  fecond  in  order  ;  for  that 
reafon,  the  Breviates  of  the  fecond  are  here  mferted  before  thole 
of  the  firft.—' The  time  now  fixed  to  keep  the  affociations  is,  tor 
south-east,  the  firft  Week  in  June  ;  south-west,  the  fecond 
Week,  and  the  north,  the  fourth  Week ,  fo  the  day  of  the  month 
is  not  now  mentioned. 

This  year  the  Moderator  in  North  Wales,  by  pre-engagement, 
■was  obliged  to  go  off  before  the  bufinefs  was  fimflied,  fo  could 
not  properly  fign  the  letter. 

The  South-eaft  affociation  was  near  Abergavenny,  a  con- 
fiderable  town.  More  Englifh  in  the  fervice  would  have  been 
agreeable  there.  The  South-weft  was  in  a  country  where  molt 
underftood  Welfti  better  than  Englifh.  Cefn,  near  New  fridge, 
where  the  Northern  was  held,  is  in  the  road  from  Wrexham  to 
Ofweftry,  on  the  very  border  of  the  Englifh,  and  fome  perfons 

from  Wrexham  attended  there.  ,  .  ,  . 

The  congregations  fang  at  proper  intervals  in  the  three  con¬ 
ventions?  Joshua  Thomas. 


\ 
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B  I  T  U  A  R  Y  , 

For  1793. 


■UMEBBBn 


The  Rev.  John  Reynolds,  Aj  M.  London. 

Mr.  John  Reynolds,  late  paftor  of  the  Baptift  Church 

tneeting  at  Cripplegate,  London,  was  born  January  the  5th, 
J73°- lri  the  parilh  of  Farmington,  near  North  Leach,  Glou- 
ceitermire,  of  Fhomas  and  Mary  Reynolds.  His  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  afterwards  lived  at  Little  Riffino-ton,  about 
a  mile  from  Bourton-on-the- Water.  His  mother  was  bap- 
t.zeo,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Baptifl  church  at  Bourton, 
wnen  fhe  was  big  with  child  of  him.  He  was  brought  ac¬ 
quainted  with  divine  things  at  12  years  of  age,  under  the 
mimury  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Beddome,  of  Bourton,  who 
baptized  him  when  he  was  about  14  years  old.  He  learned 
.ann  an  ^Giee.vof  the  Rev.  Mr.  Creed,  a  clergyman,  one 
m  the  mailers  of  the  fchool  at  North  Leach ;  went  to  the 
Laptiit  Seminary. at  Briftol  at  about  18,  and  preached  occa- 
lOi.o^y  at  20,  chiefly  at  Bromfgrovd,  Bratton,  Cirencefter, 
ana  Cneltenham,  and  more  constantly  at  Oxford  about  three 
years  and  a  half.  He  came  to  Cripplegate  in  April  1766, 
and  having  ferved  the  people  for  fome  time,  went  into1  the 
country,  but  returned  to  them  September  20,  following  and 
was  next  day  admitted  a  member,  by  difmiffion°  from 
n«  church  at  Bourton.  He  was  ordained"  pallor  at  Cripple- 

gate,  tn5  Jd  °f  October,  the  fame  year.  The  fervice  was 
conducted  in  the  folloy/ing  manner  : 

A,fer  the  congregation  had  fung,  Mr.  John  Wynn,  one  of 
the  deacons  of  tne  church,  prayed.  Dr.  Gill  then  defired 
that  fome  proper  perfon  would  mention  the  reafon  of  the  meet- 

|  r:  v.  Tln>  who  was  oil  this  occafion  the  mouth  of 
tne  church,  informed  the  audience.  That  having  loft  their 
late  excellent  pallor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Brine,  they  had  been 
ea.nefl  at  the  throne  oi  grace,  befeeching  the  Lord  to  provide 
or  em  a  mcceflor  according  to  his  own  heart;  that  he  had 
m  his  kind  providence  fent  Mr.  Reynolds  ainonuft  them 
whom  they  had  in  private  called  to  be  their  pallor,  which  office 

teft  f  riaCCrPC  ’  a,"d  *at  theyWer3  met  rublickly  to 

church  ame‘  .  Dr-.Gl11  tnen  defired  the  members  of  the 
enurch  to  recognize  tins  call  by  the  lifting  up  of  the  right 

hand  ;  which  being  done,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  having  renewed 

h.s  declaration  of  acceptance,  Dr.  Stennett  prayed.  Dr.  Gill 

’  MAy  J/94*  x»  addrelTed 


42  THE  obituary,  1793. 

addreffed  the  miniffer  from  2  Tim.  i.  13*  Hold  faft  the  form 
of  found  words  which  thou  haft  heard  of  mey  in  faith  and  love y 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus .  Mr.  Burford  prayed.  Then  Mr, 
Wallin  preached  to  the  people  from  1  Cor.  xii.  25.  That  there 
Jhould  be  no  fchlftn  in  the  body>  but  that  the  members  Jhould  have 
the  fame  care  one  of  the  other. 

"i'he  praifes  of  God  were  fungj  and  Mr.  Anderfon  con¬ 
cluded  thefervice  by  prayer,  and  afcriptural  benediction. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  attended  Mr.  Reynolds  s  labours 
among  his& people.  His  fermons  were  orthodox  and  metho¬ 
dical  :  they  feemed  to  be  principally  delivered  memoritcr7 
with  a  considerable  degree  of  earneilnefs  which  was  gene¬ 
rally  confpicuous,  notwith (landing  the  injury  his  voice  had 
received  from  a  peculiar  accident.  One  day  fhirting  hirnleh, 
he  unthinkingly  put  his  ftudds  between  his  lips  ;  on  a  ludden 
Ms  breath  drew  one  of  them  into  his  mouth,  and  down  his 
throat.  This  fo  affbaed  the  organs  of  his  fpeech,  as  to  render 
his  delivery  unpopular,  particularly  fo,  if  at  any  time  he  took 
cold,  when  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  fpeak  loud  enough  to 
be  underflood,  unlefs  by  thofe  who  were  near  the  pulpit. 
His  fuccefs  was  far  from  being  equal  to  his  wifhes,  but  pro¬ 
bably  greater  than  his  own  modefl  opinion  of  it.  He  has 
been  heard  in  the  private  circles  of  his  friends  to  fpeak  with 
a  peculiar  folicitude  for  the  converfion  of  fouls— if  it  were 
but  one  foul  under  his  own  ministry*  Prudence  uflingui  e 
him.  No  man,  among  his  brethren,  was  more  frequently 
confulted  in  difficulties  than  himfelf,  and  he  was  defer ve dry 
e deemed  by  chriftians  of  the  different  denominations  who 
knew  him,  both  the  minifters  and  the  people.  1  he  college  at 
Providence,  in  Rhode  Hand,  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
Matter  of  Arts  in  the  year  1770.  His  name  never  appeared 
to  anything,  as  his  own  publication,  except  to  a  diicourie 
preached  before  the  Briftol  Education  Society,  and  printed  at 
their  requeft,  in  the  year  1782.  The  text  of  it  is  Eph.  m*  8- 
Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the  leaf  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace 
given,  that  I  Should  preach  among  the  Gentiles  tin  unfeat  cuao.e 
riches  of  Chrif.  The  fermon  «  quite  in  his  own  manner, 
u  non  lament  ed  indeed,  but  ferious,  evange.  ic.J,  an  u  o 

Of  late  years,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  rather  corpulent.  For 
Come  months  before  his  death  lie  felt  a  general  anguor  over- 
Oread  his  frame,  which  detained  him  from  the  houfe  o  Ooc. 

‘  But  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  debility  he  went  and  preacned  Ins 
farewel  fermon  to  his  flock,  from  Pfalm  .xxm.  former  part  of 
the  4th  verfe.  Tea  though -I  walkthrough  the  ^leyjf,n 
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jhadow  of  death,  1  will  fear  no  evil ;  and  meant,  if  he  hpd 

been  fpared  to  go  out  again,  to  have  confidered  the  follow- 

mg  words,  for  thou  art  with  me. ,  thy  rod  and  thy  fiaff  thev 
comfort  me.  '  -  a  jj 

.  ^li0uglUl  his  afHidfion  he  was  always  ferene,  and  fome- 
tnnes  happy.  The  76th  Hymn  of  Dr.  Watts’s  2 d  book. 
Joere  is  a  land  of  pure  delight ,  &c,  was  one  of  his  favourites. 
I  k'Or.  xiii.  10.  was  a  pleafing  fcripture  to  him;  Bui 

when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  Part 
Jhali  be  done  aivay . 

In  Ins  lllnefs  his  pulpit  was  filled  partly  bv  his  minifterino- 
rethren,  the  paftors  ot  the  Baptiit  churches  in  London,  and 
moihy,  tor  feveral  weeks,  by  Mr.  John  Giles,  now  pallor  of 
the  church  at  Eyethorn  (or  Hay  thorn)  in  Kent.  On  Thurf- 
dav  e  vening,  in  the  iaft  week  of  his  life,  when  Mr.  Giles  had 
mentioned  to  him  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers’s  faying,  “  I  have 
been  the  Lord’s  working  iervant,  and  I  am  now  his  waiting 
iervant.  Mr.  Reynolds  replied,  “I  truft  with  an  honeil 
heart,  I  can  fay  the  fame.”  Mr.  Giles  Laid,  “That  death  was 
a  iolemn  fubjeft  to  the  people  of  God  in  health,  but  he  fup- 
poled  it  appeared  much  more  fo  in  the  near  profpect  of  one’s 
own  diffolution.”  Mr.  Reynolds  very  emphatically  anfwered, 

-  n>  really  ,o :  and  added,  “  I  have  fometimes  been  enter- 
taine  w.th  elegant  compofitions  of  divinity,  and  alfo  with 
men  as  have  dilplayed  a  good  table,  free  from  wit,  but  full  of 
argumentation  and  genius.— Here  he  paufed  and  panted  for 
-  reata,  and  then  faid,  “  But  none  of  thele  things  will  do 
now— nothing  Ihort  of  the  good  old  plain  truths  of  the  Bible. 

I  he  unchangeable  love  of  God,  and  the  vicarious  facrifice  of 
Ulnlt  are  the  foundation  of  my  faith  and  hope.”  Now  he 
was  again  exhaufled,  but  recovering  a  little,  with  folemnity 
and  a  peculiar  accent,  he  faid,  «  Here  is  terra  firma  and 

repeated  with  much  exertion,  “  I  fay,  Mr.  Giles,  here  is 
terra  ft  ma  for  a  dying  man.” 

The  mimflers  who  paid  him  the  moil  frequent  vifits 
mh,s  illnefs  were  Mr.  Booth,  Mr.  Thomas  Thomas,  and 
Mr.  Timothy  Thomas.  5  u 

moHthd;rndted  th|?  TT  6>  ^^aged  62  years  and  one 

redecefTorsMrST  ifr  ’  ,nBunhi11  F«lds,  near  his 
predeceliors  Mr.  Skepp  and  Mr.  Brine,  and  has  left  behind 

3nd  tWT  f°nS-  Mn  Booth  Slivered 
an  Add  refs  at  his  grave;  and  on  a  following  Lord’s  div 

preached  a  fermon  to  the  church  and  congregation  at  CrLle 

fohnfT  7fg; of  Tc,h  Mr; 

J  ■  2,  3.  In  my  father  s  houfe  are  many  md/tons.  if 

02  it 
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it  were  not  fo  1  would  have  told  you,  I  go  to  prepare  a  plate 
for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you^  I  will  come 
again ,  &c. 

The  fpot  where  he  is  interred  is,  according  to  the  mter- 
fedlions  of  the  ground,  number  52  Eaft  and  Weft,  number 
29  North  and  South,  in  wjiich  there  is  a  head  ftone  with  this 
infcription, 

To  the  memory  of 
The  Rev.  John  Reynolds,  A.  IVL 
Who,  after  having  been  many  Years 
P  aft  or  of  a  Proteftant  Diffenting  church 
Near  Cripple  gate , 

With  Hope  of  a  glorious  Refurre&ion, 

Slept  in  Jefus,  Feb.  6,  1792, 

In  the  63  year  of  his  age. 

An  angel’s  £rm  can’t  fnatch  me  from  the  grave; 

Legions  of  angels  can’t  confine  me  there. 

— — — ^rnamassssssamamm^, .  — 


Mr.  Charles  Dealer, 

A  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Church, 

Euhavj ,  Upper  Indian  Land,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Dealer  was  a  German.  He  went  to  America  a 
poor  orphan  at  ten  years  of  age,  and  was  kindly  received  by 
an  opulent  and  worthy  family.  Proving  induftiious  and  dilE 
gent,  and  acquiring  confiderable  (kill  in  agriculture,  he  was 
encouraged  in  the  line  of  his  bufinefs  by  feveral  gentlemen 

of  great  wealth  and  refpecbbility. 

At  a  proper  time  of  life  he  entered  into  the  conjugal  rela¬ 
tion,  and  acquitted  himfelf  as  a  tender  and  affe&ionate  huf- 
band,  Blefled  with  children  and  fervants,  he  proved  a  pru¬ 
dent!-  indulgent  parent,  and  a  generous  mafter  :  and,  by  the 
bl  effing  of  heaven  on  his  labour  and  frugality,  he  enjoyed 
the  enviable  medium  betwixt  penury  and  affluence.  To¬ 
wards  his  neighbours,  and  ftrangers  of  all  deferiptions,  he 
uniformly  (hewed  kindnefs,  benevolence,  and  hoxpitality.  He 
was  pun  Huai  in  his  engagements,  of  undoubted  veracity,  and 
ftriftly  honeft.  As  a  citizen,  he  cheerfully  contributed  his 
part  tor  the  fupport  of  government,  and,  with  the  principles 
of  a  true  patriot,  he  dilcovered  on  every  proper  occafion,  a 
becoming  concern  for  the' good  ot  his  country;  nor  did  he 
i'pare  to  rifk  his  life  or  health  in  its  defence.  In  his  military 
Capacity,  he  was  tender  of  prifoners,  cruel  to  none,  and  ot 

rtmi  actionable  courage.  To  thde  valuable  moral  endow- 
1  m  silts 
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ments,  God  was  pleafed  to  add,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  his 
renewing  grace.  And  though  this  crowning  and  fpecial 
bleiling  was  beftowed  it  a  period  of  his  valuable  life  fome- 
what  advanced,  his  attainments  in  vital  religion  were  con- 
fpicuouily  eminent.  Decency  and  fimplicity  marked  his  ap¬ 
pearance ;  rnodefty,  cheerfulnefs,  and  affability  diftinguifhed 
his  deportment.  In  converfation  he  was  free,  pious,  and 
edifying :  in  prayer  he  was  brief,  but  frequent  and  fervent. 
He  was  a  conftant  reader,  and  a  fincere  lover  of  the  holy 
feript  ures,  Upon  the  maxims,  and  by  the  excellent  rules  of 
thele  lively  oracles,  he  formed  the  meft  Ihining  parts  of  his 
truly  qmiable  character.  He  heard  the  word  preached,  and 
walked  in  all  the  facred  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  with  a  high 
degree  of  reverence  and  devotion,  and  was  diftinguiflhingly 
zealous  in  the  caufe  of  God.  It  is  well  known  that  for  fe- 
yeral  of  his  Iaft  years,  he  appeared  to  have  the  profperity  of 
religion  infinitely  more  at  heart  than  his  own  private  interefi*. 
In  his  happy  family,  among  mankind  at  large,  and  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  he  was  undeniably  the  exemplary  and  eminent 
chriftian ;  but  in  his  office  as  a  deacon,  he  even  ex¬ 
ceeded  himself.  In  the  difeharge  of  this  important  truft, 
all  his  gifts  and  graces  feemed  to  converge  to  a  fingle  point, 
and  fhine  and  burn  unrivalled.  But  alas  !  he  is  gone  1  A 
lingering  and  painful  tympany,  as  heaven's  awful  meftenger, 
has  borne  him  hence.  Vain,  in  his  cafe,  was  the  be  ft  of  me¬ 
dical  affiftance.*  But  in  all  his  continually  increafing  pains 
of  body  he  poftefied  his  foul  in  patience.  He  frequently  cx- 
prefted  his  hearty  reconciliation  to  all  the  difpenfations  of 
providence,  and  his  fincere  affedtion  for  all  men.  With  the 
utmoft  pleafure  he  fpoke,  on  the  verge  of  time,  of  the  Lord’s 
gracious  dealings  with  his  foul,  and  declared  his  full  aftiirance 
of  future  happinefs.  Important  mftruffiions,  wife  counfel, 
and  pathetic  exhortations  flowed  from  his  dying  lips.  The 
iaft  words  he  uttered  were,  c<  BLefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and 
all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.’5  To  the  iaft 
moment, 

u  His  mind  was  tranquil  and  ferene, 

No  terrors  in  his  looks  were  feen, 

A  Savior’s  fmile  difpell’d  the  gloom, 

And  fmooth’d  his  paftage  to  the  tomb.” 

Ripened  for  celeftial  feciety,  and  filled  with  the  divine  con- 
folations  of  religion,  he  chearfudy  refigned  his  happy  foul  to 
God  on  the  13th  of  March  1792,  in  the  55th  year  of  his 

*  Iiis  Phyfician  was  Di\  Howfeal. 


O  3 
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life.  ^  7  he  emotions  excited  by  this  awful,  folemn,  and  yet 
pleaiing  event,  in  his  worthy  family,  in  the  church,  and  in 
the  vicinity  at  large,  language  is  too  cold  to  deferibe. 

The  following  Hymn  was  fung  upon  the  folemn  occafion • 
HYMN  18 1.  Rippon’s  Selection. 

1.  When  fins  and  fears  prevailing  rife. 

And  fainting  hope  almoft  expires, 

Jefus,  to  thee  I  lift  mine  eyes, 

To  thee  I  breathe  my  foul’s  defires. 

2.  Art  thou  not  mine,  my  living  Lord, 

And  can  my  hope,  my  comfort  die  ? 

Fix’d  on  thy  everlafting  word, 

That  word  which  built  the  earth  and  fky, 

3.  If  my  immortal  Saviour  lives, 

Then  my  immortal  life  is  fure  ; 

H  is  word  a  firm  foundation  gives, 

Here  let  me  build  and  reft  fecure. 

4..  Here  let  my  faith  unfhaken  dwell, 

Immoveable  the  promife  ftands; 

Nor  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell. 

Can  e’er  diffolve  the  facred  bands. 

5,  Here,  O  my  foul,  thy  truft  repofe, 

If  Jefus  is  for  ever  mine, 

Not  death  itfelf,  that  laft  of  foes, 

Shall  break  an  union  fo  divine. 


Mr.  Robert  Mosely, 

A  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  Birmingham . 

IN  early  life  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  the  heart 
of  Mr.  Mofely.  The  direfl  means  of  his  firft  ferious  im- 
preftions  were  the  converfation  and  advice  of  a  pious  friend, 
at  a  time  he  had  never  heard  the  gofpel  preached.  His  a- 
ftonifhment  was  great  when  he  began  to  attend  the  experi¬ 
mental  miniftry  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Turner,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  hearing  his  own  character  fo  well  pourtrayed,  his  firft 
defires  and  hopes  exprefted,  and  the  very  fubjedts  he  had  been 
wi fhing  to  be  made  acquainted  with  introduced  and  illus¬ 
trated  to  his  full  latisfacftion.  This  circumftance  he  often 
mentioned  in  the  latter  part  ofhis  days.  He  ufed  to  fay,  that 
the  work  of  God  upon  his  heart,  previous  to  his  attending 
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on  evangelical  miniftry,  fo  prepared  him  for  receiving  the 
word,  that  at  once  he  perceived  the  truth  and  fitnefs,  the 
glory  and  excellency  of  the  dodtrines  of  grace.  Nor,  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  had  he  a  fcruple  about  that  fyftem  which 
confiders  falvation  as  originating  in  everl ailing  love,  accom- 

o  o  o  J 

plifhed  by  everlafling  faithfulnefs,  and  terminating  in  the 
everlafling  glory  of  the  eternal  and  fovereign  God. 

Difcriminating  grace  filled  him  with  wonder  and  praife. 
He  fcarce  ever  had  a  firfl  interview  with  a  young  convert 
but  he  enquired,  u  Are  you  not  allonifhed,  my  friend,  that 
the  great  God  fhould  chufe  you,  and  redeem  you,  and  call 
you,  and  leave  fo  many  of  your  fellow-creatures,  and  perhaps 
your  own  relations,  in  a  Hate  of  darknefs  and  danger?” 

But  though  his  heart  realized  the  fen  time  nts  of  unmerited 
falvation,  he  took  not  thence  a  licence  to  omit  good,  or  to  do 
evil.  No  man  was  more  jealous  of  the  pradtical  influence  or 
the  dodfrines  of  grace  on  himfelf  and  others  ;  and  nothing 
was  more  detefted  by  him  than  that  reprefentation  of  the 
gofpel  which  annihilates  the  believers  obligations  to  the  law. 
He  could  diftinguifh  between  the  remiflion  of  the  penalty  and 
the  abolition  of  the  precept ;  nor  had  he  fo  learned  Chrill  as 
to  be  indifferent  to  that  which  his  Redeemer  came  to  magni¬ 
fy  and  make  honourable.  His  tafte  was  remarkably  changed 
after  he  received  the  gofpel.  Previous  to  his  converfion,  he 
was  inordinately  fond  of  the  violin ;  to  this  idol  he  facri- 
ficed  every  moment  he  could  redeem  from  his  employ,  his 
table,  or  his  bed  \  but  no  fooner  did  he  know  the  melody  of 
the  fongs  of  Zion,  than  he  flung  away  the  inftrument  of  his 
former  mirth,  and  from  that  moment  never  felt  an  inclination 
to  amufe  himfelf  with  it,  or  hear  its  found  a°;ain.  But  he  did 
not  lofe  his  pleafures — he  exchanged  them  for  purfuits  of  a 
nobler  kind,  and  better  fuited  to  the  appetites  grace  had 
formed  in  him.  Himfelf  was  the  beft  judge,  and  for  fortv 
years  he  never  repented  the  exchange.  The  principal  plea¬ 
sure  of  his  life  was  the  public  worfhip  of  his  Saviour.  No 
part  of  the  fcriptures  more  truly  reprefented  his  affection 
than  the  paffage  he  felcdded  for  his  funeral  text,  aI  have  loved, 
the  habitation  of  thy  houfe,  and  the  place  where  thine  honor 
dwelleth.”  He  proved  his  regard  for  the  fandfcuary,  and.  for 
him  who  dweileth  there, 

i.  By  a  regular  attendance .  He  was  not  one  of  the  pro- 
felling  vagrants  of  the  day,  who  are  only  gratified  with  old 
tunes  from  new  inftruments.  Novelty  had  its  attractions  no 
doubt  with  him,  but  its  charms  were  never  equal  to  his  fenle 
of  duty.  Whoever  was  abfent,  he  v/as  never  from  the  houfe  of 
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God,  uni  els  he  was  God’s  prifoner.  Nor  did  he  limit  his 


attendance  to  the  feafons  or  places  of  public  werfhip  ;  often 
even  in  weaknefs  of  body,  he  has  left  a  comfortable  habita¬ 
tion  on  a  wintry  night  to  meet  fome  of  the  younger  part  of 
the  congregation  for  fecial  prayer,  &c.  Would  to  God  that 
eyery  Deacon,  in  every  chriitian  church,  would  go  and 
do  likewife.  How  aflifling  to  the  minifter,  and  how  ufeful  to 
a  congregation  would  fuch  Deacons  be  !  Lord  multiply  them 
that  they  be  not  few  ! 

2.  Mr.  Mofely  was  remarkable  for  early  attendance .  Till 
Ins  laid  illnefs,  he  never  difturbed  the  congregation  by  an 
unfeafonable  entrance,  nor  infulted  his  Maker  by  volun¬ 
tarily  negle&mg  any  part  of  the  fervice  of  his  houfe. 

3.  His  devotion  in  the  houfe  of  God  teas  great.  His  foul 
proftrated  in  prayer,  was  enraptured  in  praife,  and  generally 
fufceptible  of  the  belt  imprelTions  which  the  fubjeCt  preached 
from  was  adapted  to  make.  A  mini  Iter  who  oft  ?n  preached 
when  he  was  prefent,  remarked,  from  the  efFeff  Mr.  Mofely’s 
attention  had  upon  him,  cc  If  our  people  were  better  hearers 
we  flioukl  be  far  better  preachers.”  But  Mr.  Mofely  came 
on  purpofe  to  obtain  frefli  wifdorn  and  grace,  and  what  he 
fought  he  generally  found. 

Few  men,  even  of  thofe  who  rank  high  in  the  ehriftian 
world,  can  be  found  his  equals  for  habitual  fpirituality ; — as 
remote  from  enthufiaftic  cant  as  from  ftoical  apathy,  his  love 
abounded  in  knowledge  and  in  all  judgement.  Who  ever 
found  him,  when  in  health,  indlfpofed  for  (pi ritual  converfa- 
tion  ?  Fie  was  always  more  difpofed  for  heaven  than  earth, 
longing  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrift. 

It  mult  not  be  concealed,  that  his  natural  temper  was  pc- 
culiarly  irritable;  but  if  his  paftions  were  ever  unduly  rouf- 
ed,  he  would  confefs  the  hated  warmth  in  folemn  penitential 
prayer  before  God,  even  in  the  prefence  of  his  friends,  with 
inch  unfeigned  borrow,  that  he  who  had  ever  known  what  it 
was  to  be  forgiven  furely  could  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  for¬ 
give — -himfelf  was  the  greatefi  fufierer  ;  his  imperfections  were 
his  burden,  and  for  him  to  recoiled:  was  to  defire  a  delive¬ 
rance  from  them. 

Two  qualities  which  add  beauty  and  value  to  the  ehriftian 
character  were  eminently  united  in  him. — the  humility  of  the 
pilgrim,  and  the  fortitude  of  the  warrior.  He  was  naturally 
modeft  to  an  extreme,  yet  from  a  prevailing  regard  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  God,  he  could  never  fee  fin  without  reproving  it. 

Being  decidedly  of  opinion  that  nothing  was  eftimable  far- 
her  than  it  was  ufeful,  he  never  ftudied  the  accumulation  of 
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peedlefs  wealth,  but  as  (at  one  part  of  his  life  efpecially,)  hi$ 
gains  were  great,  fo  was  his  bounty  :  not  that  he  made  any 
pffentatious  fhew  of  his  benevolence;  on  the  contrary,  from 
principle  he  kept  the  greateft  part  of  his  charities  from  the 
knowledge  of  his  nearefl  relatives  ;  ftriving  literally  to  fulfil 
our  Lord’s  command,  C£  Let  not  the  left  hand  know  what  the 
right  hand  doeth.”  And  as  what  is  known  came  to  light  by 
accident,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  time  will  continue 
to  fhed  ifcih  honor  on  the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  the 
beneficence  of  his  hands. 

He  li  ved  a  life  of  dependance  upon  God,  and,  like  his  dear 
and  intimate  friend,  Mr  Mewis,  he  never  went  a  journey 
without  calling  his  friends  together  to  afliff  him  in  prayer ;  nor 
ever  returned  without  requefting  them  again  to  join  in  praife. 
On  thefe  occafions,  he  would  freely  communicate  to  his 
confidential  friends  (the  party  was  generally  formed  of  his 
paflor  and  brother  deacons),  a  ftatement  of  his  fituation  as 
to  b  >dy,  mind,  and  connexions  in  trade,  that  they  might  be 
the  better  prepared  to  lay  his  cafe  before  God,  to  fympa- 
thize  m  his  affliction,  or  to  partake  of  his  joy. 

His  converfation  was  truly  in  heaven,  and  there  was  no  to¬ 
pic  on  which  he  fo  much  loved  to  hear  a  minifter  dwell,  as 
the  joys  of  the  celeftial  world.  There  were  three  things 
that  made  the  thoughts  of  heaven  delightful  to  him, 

1.  Becaufe  there  he  fhould  be  perfeXly  holy. 

2.  Becaufe  he  Ihould  never  meet  with  interruption  in  his 
fpiritual  fervices;  for  this,  he  often  faid,  was  the  chief  thing 
that  pained  him  on  the  fabbath  day,  that  it  was  fo  foon  over. 

3.  Becaufe  it  was  a  Rate  of  pure  fjciety .  O  how  his  eyes 
ufed  to  fparkie,  and  his  heart  leap  for  joy,  when  this  fubjeX 
was  introduced  from  the  pulpit — to  fpend  eternity  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  ail  the  godly  patriarchs  ;  Ifaiah,  and  all  the  prophets  ; 
Paul,  and  all  the  apoftles;  Stephen,  and  all  the  martyrs  ;  Chrift, 
and  all  his  faints.  Phis  overcame  him,  and  whether  in  the  body 
or  out  of  the  body,  he  could  fometimes  fcaicely  tell. 

His  death  was  a  great  lofs  to  the  church  from  which  two 
officers  befides,  viz.  Mr.  John  Harwood,  and  Mr*  William 
Mewis  had  been  removed  by  death  the  fame  year.  Of  the  former, 
an  account  is  already  given  in  No.  6.  of  the  Regifter,  page  49  5, 
and  of  the  latter,  fome  articles  worth  prefervation  are  likely  to 
appear  in  a  fucceeding  part  of  the  publication.  May  we  be 
followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  promifes ! 

The 


The  following  Memorial,  in  Golden  Capitals,  is  hung  up 
in  the  Meeting-houfe  belonging  to  the  General  Baptifts, 
in  the  Priory  of  the  White  Friars,  in  the  Parilh  of  St, 
James,  in  the  City  of  Norwich. 

A  Memorial, 

Dedicated  to  the  fmgular  Merits  of 
A  faithful  Confeflbr,  and  laborious  Serva  nt  of  Chrift : 

Who  with  Chriftian  Fortitude,  endured  Perfecution 
Through  many  Perils,  the  Lofs  of  Friends  and  Sub  fiance. 

And  Ten  Perfecutions  for  Confidence  Sake, 

A  Man  endowed  with  every  Chriftian  Grace  and  Virtue, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  THOMAS  GRANTHAM, 

A  learned  Minifter  of  the  baptized  Churches, 

And  pious.Founder  of  this  Church  of  Believers  baptized: 

1  v  ho  delivered  to  King  Charles  II.  our  Declaration  of  Faith 
And  afterwards  prefentec  to  him  aRenionftrance  ao-ainft  Perfecution, 
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joth  were  kinaly  received,  and  Redrefs  of  Grievances  promis’d. 
He  died  xvii.  Jan.  mdcxcii,  aged  lviii.  Years, 

And,  to  prevent  the  Indecencies  threatened  to  his  Corps, 

Was  interred  before  the  Weft  Doors, 

In  the  middle  Aile  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  in  this  City; 

I  hrough  the  Intereft,  and  much  to  the  Credit  of 
The  Rev.  Mr.  JOHN  CONNOULD, 

By  whom,  with  many  Sighs  and  Tears 
The  Burial  Service  was  folemnly  read  to  a  crowded  Audience  : 
When,  at  doling  the  Book,  he  added, 

This  Day  is  a  very  great  Man  fallen  in  our  Ifrad ; 

For  after  their  Epiftolary  Difpute,  in  Sixty  Letters,  ended, 

That  very  learned  V  icar  retained, 

The  higheft  Efteem  and  Friendfhip  for  him  whilft  living, 

And  was,  at  his  own  Requeft,  buried  by  him,  May  mdccviii, 

1  hat  Mr.  GRANTHAM  was  a  very  great  Man,  appears 
In  thofe  Letters, "and  in  Numerous  printed  Works. 

Alfo,  when  engaged  in  Public  Difputations, 

Succefsfully  difplaying  the  well  accomplifhed  Logician: 

For  to  fuch  Exercifes  of  Skill  and  Literature 
He  was  often  called  in  that  Difputing  Ao;e. 

Blejfid  are  the  Dead  which  die  in  the  Lord ,  yea ,  faith  the  Spirit , 
They  ref  from  their  Labours  and  their  Works  do  follow  them. . 
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The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Dargan, 

Near  IFindfor ,  North  Carolina. 

THE  Rev.  Jeremiah  Dargan  was  born,  converted, 
find  called  to  the  miniftry  in  South  Carolina ;  and  removed 
into  North  Carolina  about  1769.  At  ErE  he  was  united 
with  the  feperate  BaptiEs,  but  afterwards  joined  the  regular 
BaptiEs.  Eminent  piety  and  Earning  zeal  diftinguifhed  him. 
He  fcarcely  ever  preached  a  fermon  without  fhedding  tears 
very  plentifully,  and  his  fermons  always  Teemed  to  take 
an  uncommon  effeCT  upon  his  auditory.  He  lived  in  Bertie 
county,  near  a  little  town  called  Windfor,  and  continued 
preaching  in  the  county  (a  place  very  deEitute  of  the  gofpel, 
and  fcarcely  a  Baptift  in  thofe  parts  when  he  came  thither) 
for  about  16  or  17  years;  in  which  time  he  was  a  mean  in 
God’s  hand  to  gather  a  church  of  about  200  members  ;  and, 
after  a  long  affii&ion  of  the  gravel,  he  departed  this  life  on 
the  25th  of  December  1786,  with  a  lively  hope  of  acceptance 
through  Jefus  ChriE  ;  and  on  his  death-bed  requeued  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Lemuel  Burkitt,  now  of  Northampton  County, 
North  Carolina,  fhould  officiate  at  his  funeral  folemnity. 
Mr.  Burkitt  accordingly  preached  on  the  occafion  to  a 
crowded  auditory  from  Luke  ii.  29,  30.  Lord ,  now  lettefl 
thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace ,  according  to  thy  word ;  for 
mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation .  The  fermon  at  the  requeft 
of  friends  has  fince  been  printed. 
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The  Rev.  Samuel  Harrell, 

Hertford  County,  North  Carolina. 

THE  Rev.  Samuel  Harrell,  Hertford  County,  North 
Carolina,  was  the  fon  of  John  Harrell,  JEfq.  of  thefaid  coun¬ 
ty,  and  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Dugan’s  church. 
He  poffieffied  very  eminent  gifts,  and  continued  preaching 
for  feveral  years,  but  never  took  the  paftoral  care  of  any 
church.  Being  a  man  of  bright  intellects,  and  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  he  held  a  Eation  both  in  the  civil  and  military  depart¬ 
ments.  He  was  clerk  of  Hertford  county  court,!  and  occu¬ 
pied  that  office  for  a  number  of  years  until  his  death,  and 
was  Major  of  the  Militia  of  that  diEriCt ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  worldly  incumbrances  he  was  a  very  zealous,  pious 
man,  and  an  ornament  to  religion.  At  laE  being  taken  with 
a  nervous  fever  he  departed  this  life  in  January  "1791. 


Rev. 
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The  Rev.  Henry  Abbot, 

Camden  County,  North  Carolina. 

On  thurfday  the  26th  of  April  1792,  died  the  refpedfahle? 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Abbot,  of  Camden  county.  North 
Carolina,  fon  of  the  Rev.  John  Abbot*  of  St  Paul's  Church, 
London.  He  came  over  to  America  very  young,  without  the 
confent  or  knowledge  of  his  parents.  He  firft  embraced  the 
principles  of  the  general  Raplifts,  and  was  baptized  by  one 
of  their  minifters  ;  afterwards  being  convinced  ofhismiftake 
he  joined  the  particular  Baptifts.  He  was  called  to  the  mini- 
ftry  about  the  year  1762,  removed  into  Camden  about  1765, 
and  became  paftor  of  a  church  in  that  county,  and  continued 
preaching  and  baptizing  until  his  death.  He  was  orthodox 
in  principles,  exemplary  in  his  life  and  converfation,  particu¬ 
larly  ufeful  in  church  difeipline,  and  was  very  much  efteemed 
by  the  moft  refpeclable  perfons  in  the  county.  He  had  the 
honour  to  be  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  county  in  State 
Cono-refs  for  the  formation  of  the  State  Confutation;  and 
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again  in  a  fecond  Convention  for  the  deliberation  on  the  Fe¬ 
deral  Conftitution;  and  at  la  if,  after  a  fhort  but  violent  ficknefs 
of  five  days,  he  departed  this  life  in  peace.  His  requeft  long 
before  his  death  was,  that  if  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Burkitt  fur- 
vived  him,  he  fhouid  attend  his  funeral  folemnity,  which  he  did ; 
and  to  a  lamenting  auditory  preached  his  funeral  fermon  from 
2  Tim.  vi.  7,  8.  His  wife  died  before  him,  and  he  left  no  child. 


Mr.  John  Hall, 

Many  years  a  Deacon  of  the  church  at  Hamfterly,  Durham . 

This  good  man,  fon  of  Henry  and  Jane  Hall,  of  Ham- 
fterly,  was  horn  in  the  fpring  of  1712.  His  parents  being- 
religious  characters,  and  members  of  the  church,  brought 
him  lip  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  ha¬ 
bituated  him  ‘from  his  infancy  to  attend  upon  the  public 
Y/orfhip  of  God.  Their  houfe  was  a  little  fa n 61  u ary  to 
which  the  pious  in  the  village  often  reforted  for  friendly  con¬ 
ference  and  facial  , prayer  ;  where  minifters  were  received, 
and  (Hangers  who  came  up  to  hear  the  gofpel  were  often 
hoipitably  entertained.  Many  v/ere  the  prayers  offered  to 
God,  both  by  themfelves  and  others,  for  the  falvationof  their 
children,  moft  of  whom  died  in  their  youth ;  and  the  two 
that  arrived  at  maturity  wrere  called  early  by  the  grace  ^of 
God.  John  was  preferved  from  ungodlinefs  and  worlaly 

*  At  his  father’s  death,  he  was  proved  to  be  the  fon  cf  the  Rev.  John 
Abbot  in  order  to  receive  his  legacy. 
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lufts,  and  brought  to  an  experimental  acquaintance  with 
the  renovating  power  of  religion  under  the  miniflry 
of  the  venerable  William  Carr,  by  whom  he  was 
baptized  and  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church 
about  1732,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  He  had  a 
lively  fenle  through  life  of  the  great  importance  of  religion, 
of  the  Redeemers  glory  and  excellence,  of  the  greatnefs  of 
his  love,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  communion  with  God* 
He  was  called  to  the  Deacon's  office  about  the  year  1760, 
which  he  difcharged  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  comfort 
and  edification  of  his  brethren.  Few  perfons  ever  exem¬ 
plified  the  power  and  virtue  of  real  religion  more  than  he 
did,  or  obtained  more  generally  the  efteem  and  good  will  of 
all  men.  The  church  highly  efteemed  him,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  revered  him,  all  who  knew  him  refpedied  him,  and 
even  the  wicked  and  profane  among  men  fpake  well  of  him, 
and  have  been  heard  to  fay,  If  ever  there  were  an  honeji  and 
g  good  man,  John  Hall  vjas  one.  As  his  whole  life  was 
formed  upon  the  facred  principles  of  revealed  religion,  fo  he 
met  his  death,  through  the  medium  of  gradual  decay,  and 
fome  very  acute  and  painful  complaints,  with  fortitude,  un- 
fhaken  confidence,  and  a  hope  full  of  immortality.  Fie  died 
the  laft  day  of  April,  and  was  buried  on  the  fecond  of  May 
1793.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  from  Prov.  xii.  26, 
Hoe  righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour .  After  the 
introduction,  explaining  the  character  of  the  righteous,  and 
{hewing  that  righteoufnefs  was  the  fupreme  excellence  of  man, 
the  minifter,  Rev,'  Charles  Whitfield ,  proceeded  to  confider 
the  comparative  excellence  of  the  righteous,  and  here  enu¬ 
merated  the  following*  diftinguifhing  branches  of  the  deceafed 

o  o  o 

man’s  character  : — a  Perfection  he  aimed  at,  but  never  pro- 
felled  to  have  attained,  though  he  far  exceeded  many  of 
thofe,  who,  in  modern  times  have  laid  claim  to  it.  I  cannot 
enumerate  his  many  excellencies,  but  I  beg  leave  to  men¬ 
tion  the  following,  and  appeal  to  you  if  he  did  not  pofTefs 
them  in  an  unufual  degree,  while  I  entreat  you  to  imitate 
him  herein. 

<c  He  had  a  juft  fenfe  both  of  the  truth,  nature,  defign, 
and  everlaftftig  importance  of  religion.  This  was  become 
fo  habitu  d  that  he  preferred  it  before  all  other  things,  and 
efteemed  its  profperityas  his  chief  joy. 

“He  was  peculiar  for  fpiritual  mindedntfs.  The  word  of 
Chrift  da.  It  richly  in  him,  and  his  meditations  were  in  the 
law  of  his  God  both  day  and  night.  He  feduloufly  avoided 
whatever  would  hinder  his  contemplations.  The  decay  of 

his 


54  THE  OBITUARY,  1 79S* 

his  hearing  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  though  attended  witfi 
inconvenience,  he  efreemed  as  a  mercy,  fmee,  when  in  places 
of  bufinefs,  he  was  not  offended  with  the  profane  tongues  of 
the  men  of  the  world,  as  he  had  formerly  been. 

<c  Another  of  his  excellencies  was  fpirituality  and  prudence 
in  converfation.  No  egotifms,  no  vain  difeourfe  dwelt 
upon  his  tongue;  but  his  fpeech  v/as  always  with  grace, 
feafoned  with  fait,  meet  to  edify  the  perfons  prefent.  He  had 
an  excellent  method  both  of  introducing  and  fupporting  re¬ 
ligious  converfation,  without  difgufting  the  enemies  of  reli¬ 
gion,  or  wounding  any  of  its  friends.  His  unaffected  mo- 
defly  and  fimplicity  rendered  him  acceptable  to  all. 

cc  I  muff  not  omit  to  remind  you  that  he  was  an  amiable, 
and  in  many  refpedls,  an  excellent  cafuiff.  Flow  often  has 
the  awakened  finner,  the  difconfolate  penitent,  and  the  tempt¬ 
ed  chriftian,  reforted  to  him  for  advice,  and  opened  their 
fecret  borrows  to  him,  when  they  had  not  refolution  to  advife 
with  a  miniffer  ?  And  with  what  found  dodlrine  and  (olid 
fenfe  has  he  adminiftered  the  healing  balm  ! 

u  Flis  fervent  piety,  and  his  excellent  talent  in  prayer,  I 
hope  you  will  long  remember.  His  family,  his  friends,  and 
this  whole  congregation  are  witneffes  to  the  fame,  and  will 
retain  a  fenfe  of  the  many  comfortable  feafons  which  you 
have  enjoyed  with  him  in  this  important  branch  of  divine 
worfhip. 

“  There  is  another  excellence  which  I  cannot  forbear  to 
mention,  becaufe  he  exceeded  mod:  men  I  ever  knew  in  this 
part  of  the  chriflian  temper,  I  mean  His  refignation  to  the 
will  of  God.  He  was  never  taken  by  furprize.  However 
things  turned  up  he  was  always  content.  However  adverfe 
any  difpenfation,  he  never  faid  more  than,  It  might  have 
been  worfe .  It  is  not  forgotten  that  about  twenty  years  ago* 
when  he  had  a  held  of  corn  fo  fhaken  by  the  winds  that 
fcarce  a  grain  was  left  in  the  ear,  upon  entering  into  it,  and 
taking  hold  of  it,  he  faid  to  the  reapers,  Well,  it  might  have 
been  worfe .  Here  is  good  Jlraw  left  for  which  we  Jhould  be 
thankful . 

“  In  ihort,  his  candour  and  humility,  his  prudent  zeal  for 
religion,  his  benevolence  and  hofpitality,  were  all  truly 
excellent;  and  I  have  often  drought,  that  in  all  the  circle  of 
my  acquaintance,  to  none  could  the  words  of  our  Saviour 
concerning  Nathaniel  be  more  juftly  applied  than  to  him, 
Behold  an  IJraclite  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile  /” 

This  good  man  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Angus,  of  Painfhels,  above  50  years  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
and  a  perfon  of  eminent  fandlity,  The  name  of  Angus  has 

long 
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long  been  famous  in  that  country  for  piety  and  nonconform! 


tv.  John  and  Hannah  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  exemplify¬ 
ing  the  virtues,  and  demonftrating  the  felicity  of  the  conjugal 
Hate.  They  were  lovely  in  their  lives ,  and  in  their  deaths  not 
long  divided. .  When  he  had  been  fpeaking  to  his  friends  or 
family  of  his  approaching  diffolution,  which  he  waited  for 
with  patience,  but  looked  for  with  ardent  defire,  £he  has 
been  heard  to  fay  to  him.  Do  you  forget  me?  and  the  lonely 
fate  in  which  I  [hall  he  left  ?  To  which  he  as  often  replied. 
Keep  yourfelf  eafy ,  you  will  not  he  long  behind  me.  And  fo  it 
came  to  pafs.  He  was  buried  on  May  %.  She  began  to 
be  very  poorly  on  the  24th  of  that  month.  She  died  on  the 
26th,  and  was  buried  on  the  28th,  in  the  78th  year  of  her 
age.  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous ,  and  let  my  lajt 
end  he  like  theirs  ! 


Miss  Martha  Hall, 


Late  Daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  Hall,  of  IpfwicL 


(Extradt  of  a  Letter.1) 


MY  Daughter  Martha  having  been  acquainted  with 
divine  things  feveral  months,  was  baptized,  and  joined  the? 
church  in  the  beginning  of  March  1793.  She  fat  down 
with  us  at  the  Lord's  table  but  two  ordinance  days  ;,  for  at 
the  latter  end  of  April,  her  diforder,  (which  appeared  to  be  a 
decline,)  confined  her  to  the  chamber,  and  in  a  fortnight  af¬ 
terwards  to  her  bed,  on  which  fhe  lingered  till  the  14th  of 
October,  when  fhe  died  triumphantly  in  Jesus,  juft  eighteen 
years  or  age.  She  endured  much  pain  and  wcaknefs,  but  was 
patiently  refigned,  and  in  general  very  comfortable  in  her 
mind,  enjoying  much  of  the  prefence  of  God.  Her  faith 
being  lively  and  ftrong,  fhe  frequently  talked  very  familiarly 
ct  death,  and  for  weeks  before  file  departed,  longed  to  be 
gone,  often  crying  out,  u  Come  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly-: 
“  Father,  I  long,  I  faint  to  fee, 

<l  The  place  of  thine  abode.” 

Ad  out  eight  or  ten  days  before  fhe  died,  being,  as  fhe  thought, 
very  near  her  end,  fhe  called  her  mother,  rnyfelf,  and  niters, 
to  her,  rofe  up  in  the  bed,  affectionately  embraced  us  ail,  and 
took  her  leave  of  us,  feying,  Farewel  my  dear  and  honoured 
father ;  I  have  heard  many  fweet  fermons  from  your  lips,  a 
double  and  dear  father  you  are  to  me;  I  am  going  to  <2 lory; 
God  blefs  you;  then  ciafpihg  her  mother  in  her  arms,  fhe  faid* 
}  ai  ewei,  my  dear  mother,  a  kind  mother  you  have  been  to 
me,  I  love  you  much,  but  my  Jesus  better;  then  throwing 


(a  member  alio  of 
1,  fhe  faid5  (among 


m an* 
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many  other  things)  Adieu  my  dear  filler,  I  had  expectations 
of  enjoying  fome  years  of  chriflian  converfe  with  you,  but 
the  Lord  has  kindly  ordered  it  olherwife;  we  are  now  to  part, 
yet  it  will  be  but  for  a  little  while ;  wefhall  ere  long  meet  in 
glory  never  to  part  more,  and  O  what  a  blelfed  meeting  that 
will  be.  I  am  going  home  to  my  Jefus,  and  O  how  I  re¬ 
joice  at  it.  She  defired  us  to  fend  for  fome  of  her  chrif- 
tian  friends,  to  whom  fhe  alfo  bid  adieu ;  fpeaking  with  pleafure 
of  her  wifhed  for  approaching  dilfolution,  and  defired,  had  it 
been  poffibie  to  have  feen  all  the  members  of  the  church. 
So  fir  was  file  from  being  afraid  of  death,  that  file  fee  me  d  al- 
moft  in  raptures  at  the  thoughts  of  going  where  perfect 
holinefs  and  happinefs  reign,  faying, 

“  If  f  n  be  pardon’d,  I’m  fecure, 

“  Death  has  no  fling  befide.” 

Finding  afterwards  that  death  came  not  fo  foon  as  expelled, 
file  appeared  dilappointed.  She  faw  and  felt  herfelf  a  poor 
finner,  but  was  enabled  to  look  by  faith  to  Chriil  for  falva- 
tion.  Nor  can  I  doubt  that  our  lofs  is  her  everlafling  gain. 
The  funeral  text,  at  her  particular  requefl,  which  Brother 
Ridley,  a  Minifler,  and  fellow  member  of  the  church,  preach¬ 
ed  from  was,  Eccl.  xii.  1.  Hemember  now  thy  Creator  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth .  *  \ 

The  very  day  after  dear  Martha  was  buried,  another  daugh¬ 
ter  was  taken  ill  (about  nine  years  of  age)  and  died  in  lefs 
than  three  weeks. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Lords  day  that  file  died,  I  faw  fhe 
was  ver.y  near  her  end.  After  preaching  in  the  forenoon  I 
found  her  in  dying  circumflances  5  but  I  was  to  preach  in  the 
afternoon  alfo,  and  adminiiler  the  Lord’s  Supper.  When 
the  public  fer  fce  was  oVer,  our  dwelling  houfe  being  near  the 
Meeting,  I  was  going  in  to  know  howT  fhe  was,  but  my  wife 
defired  I  would  not,  as  the  groans  of  the  child  were  too  af- 
feehiig  to  bear ;  i  therefore  ftepped  back,  and,  as  well  as  I 
could,  adminiflered  the  ordinance;— while  we  were  celebrat¬ 
ing  it  the  dear  creature  died.  You  may  be  fure,  Sir,  thefe 
were  very  affedfing  fcenes,  and  fuch,  as  I  think,  I  ihall  never 
forget.  Who  could  witnefs  them  and  not  exclaim  with  Pope, 

“  Othe  paint  the  Bliss  of  dying.” 

May  the  young  people  in  our  congregations,  as  well  as  our 
felves,  learn  the  important  Efforts  fuch  providences  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  teach  us.  Amen, 

Mrs* 
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Mrs.  Hannah  Rogers, 

£  Wife  of  the  Rev.  William  Rogers,  D.  D. 

ProfeiTor  of  Englifh  and  Belies  Lettres  in  the  Univerfity  of 

P  ennfylvani  a . 

.  THE  maiden  name  of  this  amiable  lady  was  Gardner  ; 

belonged  to  the  fociety  of  Friends ,  in  the  city  of 
r  ^  ^de  .Plllia5  in  whofe  principles  fee  was  of  courfe  educated, 
and  during  her  continuance  among  them,  filled  up  her  place, 
even  horn  a  child,  with  propriety,  and  was  much  efteemed 
oy  the  whole  connection. 

Being  accuftomed  to  a  frequent  perufal  of  the  Bible,  her 
nn  became  imprefied  with  the  divine  appointment  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  Water  Baptifm:  as  (lie  read  for  herfelf,  fee 
j* tne  fubjedfs  of  this  ordinance  were  Believers,  and 
ye  only  mode,  Immersion.  Labouring  under  this  con  vie- 

i!°PLum  ,  fgan  1occaflGnall7  to  go  to  the  Baptift  Meeting 
VT  -  Jjlphia,  then  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  Reverend 

irfi  V  ,  G.AN  Edwards,  nor  was  fine  ever  oppofed  by  anv 

of  her  relations  in  fo  doing,  J  ) 

.  A  bep^ratmn  having  enfued  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  his 

c  ^g^tbe  Baptiff  Church  in  Philadelphia  fent  to  Rhode  Bland 

u  lJiLIAM  E°G£Rs,  who  had  juft  been  llcenfed  to 

^  dt  he  migbt  vifit  them,  and  fill  the  vacancy  :  he  ac- 

rn  lnvitation>  and  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  the 

•  ‘  December  177  j.  During  this  winter,  and  the  fol- 

fW  P*^  P,rin^’  P^eaEd  God  to  pour  out  his  fpirit  amonv 

W  People,  and perfons  were  added  to  the  church  by 

-aptiim,  which  feme  of  the  neighbouring  £/r/madminiftered. 

n  ,°b>ers  .  been  in  the  mean  while  unanimoujly  re- 

quefted  by  the  Church  and  Congregation  to  become  feeir 

Nftor,  he  was  folemnly  ordained  as  fuch  on  the  ^ift  day  of 
May  1  *7  ~  7 .  Thp  T  _  .  1  n-,1  .  P  * 


(  1  *  .  ](:  ^vorb  of  the  Lord  ftill  continuing  amonp* 


1  I  •  ,  .  _  am  oner 

th7>  he  ^ptized  before  the  clofe  of  that  year,  twenty-tzuo 
yer.ons,  who  were  moftly  of  the  young  and  rifing  generation. 
Among  this  number  was  Mifs  Hannah  Gardner,  then  in 
the  1 8 th  year  of  her  age  :  but,  previous  to  her  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Baptift  Church,  fhe  fent,  of  her  own  accord 
and  mace  known  her  defign  to  the  fociety  of  Friends  foliciti 
mg  from  them  a  letter  of  difmiffion,  and  affigninv  her 
realons  wny  fhe  ftiould  not  be  denied.  This  requeft  was,  in 
about  twelve  months  after,  complied  with,  and  expreffed  in 
Mav  1794.  E  Rich 


* 


mm 
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fuch  terms  as  reflected  no  (mall  credit  on  that  refpedt&bfe 
body. 

In  June  1773?  Mi  is  Gardner  was  married  to  the  Reverend 
Mr.  R  ogers,  and  foon  ddcovered  t  ioie  (Qualifications  which 
peculiarly  fitted  her  for  the  important  and  critical  Ration  m 
which  file  was  nozu  to  appear. 

To  thofe  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  favored  with  her  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  they  were  numerous  and  refipe  flab/e ,  one  may 
with  propriety  appeal  to  juftify  the  declaration,  that  (he  was 
no  ft  ranger  to  a  moft  enlightened  mind,  and  a  heart  truly  be¬ 
nevolent.  Her  conversation  was  always,  efpecially  upon  reli¬ 
gious  fubje&s,  animated  and  improving*,  her  difpofition  af¬ 
fectionate  and  friendly ;  and  her  charity  liberal  without  often- 
tat  ion.  She  often  declared,  that  u  a  pompous  profeflion  of 
piety,  or  bearing  the  name  of  Chrift,  would  avail  us  no¬ 
thing,  if  we  fent  the  hungry  empty  from  our  doors,  rerufed  to 
comfort  and  relieve  the  naked  traveller,  or  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  cries  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs.”  Connected 
with  her  benevolence  towards  the  poor,  may  be  mentioned  that 
hofipitality  which  (he  uniformly  difcov-ered  towards  all  her 
friends,  wherein  Ihe  was  equalled  by  fiew^  and  excelled  by 
none.  Her  religion  was  warm  and  elevated,  without  the  leaffc 
femblance  of  hypocrify  or  enthufiafm;  the  was  a  Ready  ad¬ 
mirer,  as  well  as  an  able  defender,  of  die  doctrines  of  grace, 
commonly  Riled  calvlnifilc ,  but  no  bigot.  Though  a  firm 
Baptifi,  Ihe  loved  all  thofe  of  every  name  and  denomination 
who  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity. 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  of  a  very  v/eak-and  delicate  conftitution. 
For  many  years  Rie  had  laboured  under  a  tedious  and  diftref- 
fing  indifpofition,  which  the  phyficians  who  attended  her 
laid,  would  have  long  fince  configned  her  to  the  grave,  had  it 
not  been  for  her  unufual  How  of  fpirits  ;  thefe,  to  ufe  their 
expreftion,  “  kept  her  alive. 5 ’  She  ha  s  been  known,  when 
racked  with  bodily  pain,  frequently  to  have  fat  up  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  her  own,  or  her  hufband’s  company,  and  on 
their  retirement,  to  be  obliged  immediately  to  go  to  her 
chamber,  apprehending  fhe  would  be  never  acle  to  leave  it 
again. 

She  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  died  betore  ner» 
From  the  death  of  her  laft  child,  a  dear  and  promifing  boy, 
Who  departed  this  life,  July  17,  2788,  in  the  4th  year  of  his 
age,  on  whom  (he  almoft  doted,  may  be  reckoned  her  fixed 
and  gradual  decline.  Since  this  period,  ihe  was  but  feldom 
capable  of  waiting  upon  God  in  public,  which  occafion 
cd  her  much  farrow  of  heart. 

1 
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t)iie£ted  by  her  phyficians,  and  advifed  by  her  friends,  fhe 
fent  in  the  fummer  of  1793,  to  Bethlehem,  in  Pennfylvania, 
oOr.the  benefit  of  her  health,  where  fhe  met  with  the  politeft 
ana  moft  cordial  reception  from  the  worthy  Bishop,  bre- 
thren,  and  (tilers  of  the  Moravian  church  ;  who  teftified  their 

good  wiflies  and  fincere  attachment  by  their  earneft  prayers 
tor  her  fpeedy  refloration.  1 

,  On  her  return  from  Bethlehem,  {he  was  perfuaded  to  go 
to  New  r  ork  to  meet  her  hufband,  who  was  then  in  the  flate 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  After  his  arrival  in  New- York,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days,  they  fet  out  for  Philadelphia;  draw- 
ing  near  to  the  city,  they  heard  that  the  inhabitants  were  very 
liCidy,  and  dying  fall,  but  could  not,  from  the  moft  particular 
enquiries,  afcertain  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  it  beino-  at  an 
early  period  of  its  breaking  out.  0 

As  foon  as  they  arrived  at  their  own  houfe,  they  faw  diftrefs 
painted  on  every  countenance,  the  citizens  fleeing  in  every 
direction,  and  heard  from  their  neighbours  that  the  prevailing 
epidemic,  was  the  0f  the  moft  malignant  or 

pelhiential  kind;  at  this  time,  however,  confined  to  a  parti- 
vu.ar  part  of  the  city,  but  which  foon  began  to  fpread,  and 
finally  pervaded  every  llreet  and  alley  in  all  directions;  Dur¬ 
ing  the  height  of  the  diforder,  for  many  days  fucceffively,  one 
hundred  perfons  on  an  average  were  buried  ;  all  bufmefs'ftop- 
ped  excepting  what  related  to  the  fak, ,  the  dying, ,  and  the 

W— A  uni  vena!  gloom  prevailed  among  thofe  who  remain- 
ea  m  town ! 

M rs.  Rogers  was  frequently  importuned  by  her  hufband,  and 
tnamy  outers,  to  quit  the  city,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  do  it;  fhe  was  principled  againft  it;  “  This,  fhe  ufed  to 
lay,  is  a  red  from  Heaven,  and  where  can  we  go  from  the 

tionTcr’m  ’ VPOT[r  “n  ^  jufUce  of  God?  T«  his'  protec¬ 
tion  I  commit  myfelf  and  mine,  and  fully  confide  in  his  pre¬ 
paring  us  for  whatever  may  befall  us/’  She  was  very  fend  of 

T:JTkS  r  ren  re  ReV‘  Mr‘  Macgowan,  and  would 
quote  from  his  firft  fermon  on  the  book  of  Ruth,  the  following 

applicable  expreffions;  «  We  may  well  fay.  Lord,  what  is  man 

when  ieft  to  himielf?  There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  fleeimr  from  a 

hoc,  and  ueing  met  by  a  bear;  fo  Elimelech  fled  from  the 

famuy,  and  met  with  certain  death  in  a  land  of  ft  ran  gets.  It 

f  ,n.  eve‘T  cafs  to  have  the  word,  the  counfel°of  God 
for  the  rule  of  our  conduct.”  G 

sbouuhe  3“  Cf f°TenC4d  in  truly  diftreffed  city 
T«nb.r  foUQwing  TnwhichCrZ  ab°Ut  the  1,>th  »«,  of  N.Z 

fcitants  tiled  J’  th  1  *1  1  tiJne  4000>  or  uPwards,  of  tiie  inha- 

•  AlDO‘*  the  number,  feme  #f  the  moft  valuable  citizens  ! 

2  From 


> 
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From  the  furrounding  mortality,  and  an  impreffed  mind,  (TiO 
anticipated  a  death,  or  deaths  in  her  own  family,  and  would  fay 
to  her  affliXed  hufband,  “  Dear  Mr.  Rogers,  I  mull  leave 
you;  you  know  the  fpot  *  where  I  wifh  to  be  buried. 

1  On  the  3d  of  October,  in  the  evening,  file  fell  fick,  and 
on  the  10th,  at  ten  o’clock,  P.  M.  her  immortal  fpirit  wing¬ 
ed  its  wav  to  God,  who  gave  it.  During  her  illnefs,  which 
was  very  fevere,  fhe  was  all  refignation  to  the  will  and  pleafure 
of  Tehovah:  fhefeldom  fpoke,  but  her  language  was  that 
of  prayer  After  almoft  every  vifit  from  the  phyfician  who 
attended  her,  fire  would  fay,  “  My  dearMr.  Rogers,  be  com- 
rofed  thefe  vifits  are  of  no  avail.”  X  ne  evening  before  her 
departure,  as  her  hufband  and  (on  were  fitting  filent  in  the 
room  (he  cried  out  with  a  remarkable  ftrong  voice,  “  O  God, 
have  I  been  impatient?  If  I  have,  forgive  me!  O  my  Jefus, 
into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit!”  Whenever  her  hufband 
-OroA  whether  he  fliould  pray  with  her,  the  replied, c  r  rayy 
vec"  but  pray  for  my  full  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  Heaven.” 

'  'Fh-  laft  words  fhe  ever  uttered  on  earth  were  an  attempt 
at  prayer;  clafping  her  hands  together,  fire  faid,  “  O  Gqd— 

Almighty1 _ ”  and  failed — Phis  was  twenty  hours  before 

fhe  expired!— “  The  many  virtues  that  adorn  human  nature, 
and  dio-nify  the  female  character,  fnone  conspicuous  in  this 
truly  amiable  and  exemplary  lady  f.”— Such  characters 
fhould  not  difappear  and  be  forgotten;  they  fliould  be  ex¬ 
hibited  to  the  public  view,  that  by  the  public  they  may 
be  admired  and  imitated. 

Very  foon  after  Mrs.  Rogers’s  deceafe,  the  following 

euloo-y  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  newfpapers  of  that  month, 
drawn  up  by  a  worthy  and  feeling  friend  of  the  Prefiyterum 

a  On  Thurfday  evening,  the  xoth  inftant,  departed  this 
iife  after  a  few  days  illnefs,  in  the  40th  year  of  her  age, 
Mrs.  Hannah  Rogers,  confortof  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  exemplary  in  her  life,  as  a  profefibr 
cf  chridianity,  and  her  exit  was  correfpondent  thereto,  re- 
fi^hino-  her  fpirit  with  calmnefs  and  feremty  into  the  hands 
of  he? Redeemer,  in  full  confidence  of  the  divine  mercy,  and 
with  a  iovful  hope  of  a  refurreXion  to  eternal  life. 

ci  The  numerous  connexions  and  friends  of  the  deCea  e 

will  drop  a  fympathiziiig  tear  to  her  memory,  anu  unite  in 

*  elofs  liy  the  fids  of  her  laft  debated  child;  of  whom  mention  has 

been  mr.de. 

|  Providence  Gazette. 
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Condoling  with  her  bereaved  hulband  and  only  fon  in  their 
irreparable  lofs. 

Her  mind  was  tranquil  and  ferene. 

No  terrors  in  her  looks  were  feen, 

A  Saviour’s  fmile  difpel’d  the  gloom. 

And  fmooth’d  her  paffage  to  the  tomb. 

“  rkhc  Lord’s  da7  following,  a  very  excellent  difcourfe,on 
pis  lo.emn  event,  was  delivered  in  the  Baptift  Church,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Ustick,  from  John  xvii.  24  Fa- 
tber ’  [  Wl11  that  they  alfo ,  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with 
me  where  I  am-  that  they  may  behold  my  glory ,  which  thou 

the  world"  ^  ™  ^  th‘  foundation  »f 

tbe  and  iiV'ing  the  life,  this  excellent  wo- 

i TfJb*  ke  C«n  0  ant,0n  of  ,dePartin8  ia  th«  fi*ll  enjoyment 
-  /  1  '  •' the  BaPtl^  mtereft,  by  her  death,  lofes  a  refped- 

ad In the  CaHfe  of  Vlrtl,e  and  «J'gion  a  warm 
acivocate  and  fhining  pattern  ! 

Torefign  into  the"  arms  of  death  fo  affectionate  a  wife,  and 
uch  a  tender  mother,  muff  certainly  have  been  a  mold  fe- 

BEINP  ;  |Ut'the  conf'deratK)n  that  k  was  ordered  by  that 

mkh!dGn  W  V°  18  t0n  Wfe  t0  be  mildaken’  and  to  good  to  be 
unkind  ought  to  filence  every  oppofing  thought '  “  The 

droD  their  I  he  c  fr32ra!te’  toooften  hde  ln  our  bofom, 
drop  then  leaves,  and  moulder  in  the  duff”  She  has  beyond 

a  doubt  exchanged  a  prifon  of  clay  for  celeftia!  liberty-  fin 

ptaw:"  ‘,itr?"crsfo,r%h,i  ,ick”fs“'J  S«  foi  tit 

t  Jot  '  i<>yi  and4wi?l«‘l  world 

™Tk.SrView  ^W'Lence,  or  Fire, 

Hid  but  fulfil  her  beft  defire; 

h  rom  fins  and  forrows  fet  her  free. 

And  brought  this  faint,  O  Lord,  to  thee. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  feized  with  the  fame  fever  himfelf  i  few 

,f  '  T’”  *  hk  «»>  ,>»  "  P‘«M  J.HOVAH.  t 

.  midft  °‘  J4dgment  to  remember  mercy  f:  medical  2-.nl! 
canons  were  owned  and  bleffed,  and  he  recovered.  HiVlo-, 
who  was  almoft  conftantly  with  his  parents  durink their  fick  ’ 
nefs,  providentially  efcaped  the  dire  contagion!  ° 

whokik^UitkflVer^kpk^ade^l'^  God*  of  eve,y  religions  focicty, 

compofed,  and  profeffed  a  willir  ?  ^  at,t  iat  tlme>  were  generally 
+  Dnrino-  m  1  •  a  willingnefs  to  exchange  worlds. 

Sious  cong,VhoCnrSnCbefktI1VfeVer,-/?A‘  mmiftcrs  of  ‘bfferent.reli- 
the  Quakers  or  f  til  V  ‘  f“r  or  n10re  public  fpeakers  anion- 
ord.er  vver  ei’eftored  to  *”**  mmifters  who  had  the  dif - 

E  7 
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Extra#  of  a  letter  from  a  Member  of  Congrefs,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode -Ifland,  to  Dr.  Roger’s  of  Philadelphia ,  dated 

Providence ,  Oct.  31,  1 793- 

“  Dear  Sir, 

cc  Great  changes  have  taken  place,  not  only  m  your  family, 
but  in  many  others  in  Philadelphia,  fince  I  had  the  picafure, 
of  feeing  you  at  my  houfe,  on  Friday  the  9th  of  Auguft  laft. 
Changes  which  we  than  little  contemplated  as  fo  foon  to  be^ 
realized,  but  fuch  as  teach  us  the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of- 
every  thino-  we  efteem  moil  dear  and  valuable  to  us  in  this 
tranfient  feene  of  things.  It  was  not  long  after  you  left  us 
before  we  had  accounts  of  the  melancholy,  contagious,  and 
mortal  ficknefs  which  foon  overfpread  your  beautiful,  anci 
till  lately,  flourifhing  and  happy  city  ;  and  which  has  involved 
it  in  all  the  extremities  of  the  moil  inexpreflible  diltrejs, 
of  which  vou  yourfelf  mud  have  had  no  ftmail  portion, 
my  friend  f  I  fympathize— fmcerely  fympatbize  with  you  in  the 
heavy  lofs  you  have  fuftained,  in  the  death  of  your  excehent 
and  amiable  lady,  who  was  fo  much  and  fo  defervedly  hc}oved5 
efteemed,  and  refpeefed  by  all  her  acquaintance.— Littie  did 
I  think  the  laft  time  I  faw  her  with  you,  at  your  houle  in 
Philadelphia,  juft  before  I  left  the  city,  that  I  was  then  taking 
my  leave,  never  more  to  witnefs  the  gracefulnefs  of  her  man¬ 
ners— the  amiablenefs  of  her  difpofition,  the  courteoufnefs  and 
civility  of  her  deportment  towards  her  family,  ftiends  and 
acquaintance.— But  Ihe  has  been ,  and  we  ought  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  to  the  holy  Power,  which  has  given  us  ail  our  oeing 
that  (he  has  been  a  bit f mg  to  you ,  to  her  friends,  and  to  the  ™°ffa 
—and  we  muft  fubmit  to  the  will  of  divine  Providence,  that 
(he  jhould  be  here  no  more. — I  hope  you  experience  the  ene- 
ficent  and  preferving  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God  in  fuppor  - 
ing  and  comforting  you  arr.idft  the  feenes  of  forrow,  ic  - 
nefs,  diftrefs  and  death,  with  which  you  have  been  fo  muctv 

furrounded. 

i  *. 

What  God  intends — is  his  alone— 

Let  us  not  bar  his  great  oppolelefs  will, 

By  feeming  more  than  he  would  have  us  be  . 

So  fhall  the  chain ,  that  links  propriety. 

Remain  unbroken. 

—Sink  not  beneath  imaginary  forrows : 

Think  on  the  various  accidents  of  life  : 

Think  on  the  mighty  poveer  of  artful  'virtue ; 

Think  on  that  Providence  that  guards  the  good, 
- and  hope  ; 

“  Hope  is  a  iweet  flatterer,  whofe  delufive  touen 
Sheds  on  affti&ed  minds  the.  halm  cf  comfort — 

And  fmooths  the  pillow  of  difeafe  and  pain.  > 
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The  people  of  New  England  in  general,  deeply  fympa- 
thize  in  the  diftreffes  of  their  Philadelphia  brethren.  Many 
churches  have  fet  apart  days  for  humiliation  and  prayer,  when 
all  the  tender  feelings  of  the  heart  have  been  melted  into 
Sympathetic  companion,  in  contemplating  the  ineffable  fcenes 
of  woe  in  which  you  have  been  involved— -When  a  melan¬ 
choly  gloom  has  overfpread  the  congregation,  and  the  tear 
of  pity  has  been  feen  trickling  down  many  a  dcje&ed  coun¬ 
tenance.  Wednefday  the  9th  inffant  was  obferved  in  this 
way,  by  all  the  religious  focieties  in  this  town  — I  ufually  at¬ 
tend  public  worfhip  in  that  where  Dodlor  Hitchcock  officiates 
*  after  prayer  he  delivered  a  difcourfe  on  the  cccafion,  from 
the  fir  If  chapter  ot  tne  JLamentations  of  Jeremiah,  firft  verfe. 
And  when  the  words,  How  doth  the  city  fit  Solitary, 
t  out  was  full  of  people  !  How  has  foe  become  as  a  widow — — 
were  pronounced,  I  felt  a  fullnefs  at  my  heart,  which  you 
can  better  conceive  than  I  can  defcnbe — it  was  the  fenfaticn 
of  the  tendered  fympathy  But  fuch  as  I  have  repeatedly 
feat  in  reading  and  contemplating  the  accounts  of  yowp 
diflrefles.”  <  4 

1  * om  tne  Rev.  Mr.  Ustick,  Philadelphia ,  Dec,  13,  1793* 

Doubtlefs  you  have,  ere  now,  received  accounts  of  the  late  ca¬ 
lamity  with  which  our  city  has  been  afflidled.  It  may  not  be  im¬ 
pertinent  for  me  to  fuperadd  a  fe»v  remarks  relative  to  our  fo- 
ciety  in  general,  and  my  own  famdy  in  particular. 

Dmne  providence  feemed  to  make  it  our  duty  contentedly  to 
remain  in  the  city  ;  though  a  friend  had  kindly  offered  to 
fur  mill  ub  with  accommodations  about  20  miles  from  town.  I 
felt  fome  difficulty  in  quitting  my  poll  at  fuch  a  time  ;  and  thus 
delayed  until  one  of  my  children  was  taken  fick,  which  fettled 
me  111  the  perfuafion  that  it  was  the  will  of  Heaven  we  fhould 
itay  where  we  were.  For  nine  weeks  we  had  ficknefs  in  the 
amny  ,  four  of  my  children  were  ill  ;  two  at  a  time  were  taken 
v  ith  tne  Epidemic .  1  iirough  divine  mercy  they  have  all  hap¬ 

pily  recovered,  and  were  fome  of  them  permitted  yeilerday  to 
join  in  the  general  I  hankigiving.  Dr.  Rogers  was  fo  kind  as 
to  aflift  in  the  fervice  of  the  day  ;  he  delivered  a  pathetic  dif- 
courle  from  the  words  of  cur  dear  Saviour,  B  l effect  are  ye  that 
mourn  f  or ye  Jh all  be  comforted.  In  the  afternoon,"  1  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  audience  with  oblervatb  ns  from  that  apoitrophe 

of  jefus  in  Luke  xvii.  17.  Were  there  not  ten  clean  fed  t  But 
where  are  the  nine  ? 

.  our  Society  fince  the  iff  of  Jan  1793.  we  have  loll  about 
ninety  perfons,  ana  our  cliurch  has  loll  15  or  16  members  fince 
!  e  beginning  of  Auguff  laff.  Among  them  were  Mr.  Van 
*  orne*  the  miniller’s  brother,  and  Mrs.  Fergufon  their  filler. 

s 4  EXTRACTS 


From  the  American  AfTociation  Letters,  &c.  and  from  the 
perfonal  Correfpondence  between  the  Englijh  and  the 
American  Brethren. 


THE  Redstone  Association  (Virginia,  &c.)  met  at 
George's  Creek,  Saturday,' September  29,  1792. 

The  introdudlory  fermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John 
Corbly,  on  1  Cor.  xv.  25,  For  be  muft  reign  till  he  hath  pm  all 
enemies  under  his  feet .  Letters  from  only  ten  churches  were  re¬ 
ceived  ;  the  reft,  it  is  thought,  were  prevented,  by  the  troubles 
on  the  Frontiers,  from  fending  their  meftengers  and  letters. 

Lord's  day,  September  30.  1  ft  fermon  by  the  Rev.  David 
Loofbourrow,  on  John  vii.  37.  The  2d  by  Rev.  John  Corbly, 
on  Mat.  viii.  11.  The  3d- by  Rev.  Abfalom  Bainbridge,  a 
Meftenger  from  the  Ketockton  AfTociation,  on  Rev.  x.  1. 

Monday,  Oa.  1.  After  tranfaaing  various  bufinefs,  particularly 
recommended  it  to  the  churches,  to  confider  by  next  AfTociation, 
Whether  the  laying  on  of  hands  on  all  baptized  perfons,  as  fuch, 
is  an  ordinance  of  ChrilT,  and  the  negled  of  it  a  bag  to  com¬ 
munion,  Sec.  Appointed  the  next  yearly  meeting  to  be  at  the 
Forks  of  Cheat,  to  begin  on  Saturday  before  the  fir  ft  Lord’s 
day  in  June  ;  and  our  next  AJfaciatio-n  to  be  hela  at  Philaaelpnia 
church,  on  Great  Red  Stone,  to  begin  on  Saturday  beioie  the 
lafl:  Lord’s  day  in  September. 

'  The  Circular  letter  to  the  churches  this  year  is  a  lerious 
addrefs  on  Brotherly  Love,  and  would  have  filled  about  two  oc=- 
tavo  pages  had  it  been  printed,  u;  «  * 


The  United  Baptist  Association,  formerly  called  the 
Kehukce  Affociation ,  holden  at  Bear-Creek  Meeting-houfe, 
Lenoir  County,  North  Carolina,  October  1792. 

Saturday,  Odobef  13.  ,The.  introductory  fermon  va>. 
preached  by  Brother  Martin  Rofs,  according  to  appointment, 
from  I  Tim.  iii.  14,  15.  Thefe  things,  write  1  unto  thee,  hop-, 
ing  to  com  unto  thee  Jhorily  :  But  if  I  tarry  long,  that  thou  inayejl 
know  ho%p  thou  ought efi  to  behave  thy f elf  in  the  houfe  of  God,  v  .net) 
is  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground- of  the  tnii .  . 

Brother  Nathan  Mayo  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  Biotuer 
Needham  Whitfield,  Clerk.  ;■  Brother  Jeiie  Reed  was  chofen 
Afiiftant-Clerk.  Letters'  from  forty-two  churches  were  read.^  > 
The  churches  in  Wake  county,  in  Craven  county,^  on  North- 
River,  on  Muddy-Creek,  and  on  Pungo  river,  petitioned  foi 
admiflion  :  on  fatisfadory  information  of  their  dodnne  .  and 
pradice  they  were  received/  .  .  •- .  , 
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P.efolved,  That  Brother  Etheridge,  Brother  Hines,  Brother 
Bryan,  Brother  Harmon,  and  Brother  Oliver,  be  a  committee 
to  examine  the  fundry  petitions  for  a  divifion  of  this  AfTociation, 
and  make  report.  Voted,  That  Brother  Etheridge,  Brother 
Moral,  Brother  Harmon,  and  Brother  White,  preach  on  the 
morrow  ;  and  that  public  worfhip  begin  at  nine  o’clock,  A.  M. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  half  after  8  o’clock. 

Monday,  Oflober  15,  Met  according  to  adjournment.  Bro¬ 
ther  Bryan,  from  the  commitee  appointed  to  coniider  the  peti¬ 
tions  in  the  letters  for  the  divifion  of  this  AfTociation,  reported — 
That  for  fundry  good  reafons  we  think  it  expedient  for  a  divi¬ 
fion  to  take  place,  and  that  Tar  River  be  the  dividing  line. 
The  afTociation  concurred  with  the  report ;  and  do  recommend 
it  to  all  the  churches  in  this  union,  to  make  their  minds  known 
in  their  letters  to  the  AfTociation  at  next  meeting.  Refolved, 
That  Brother  Burkitt,  Brother  Read,  and  Brother  Rofs,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  form  of  ceremony  to  folemnize  the 
rites  of  matrimony  ;  and  to  make  report  to  the  AfTociation  at 
next  meeting  Brother  Abram  Baker  is  appointed  to  write  the 
Circular  Letter  for  the  next  year  ;  On  the  Duty  of  Minifters  to 
their  Churches. 

The  AfTociation  to  be  held  next  year  at  Brother  Rofs’s 
Meeting-Houfe,  near  Skewawkey,  in  Martin  county,  the  Sa¬ 
turday  before  the  fecond  Sunday  in  October.  The  Reverend 
Thomas  Etheridge  is  appointed  to  preach  the  introductory  fer- 
mon,  and  divine  fervice  to  begin  on  Saturday,  at  1 1  o’clock, 
A.  M. 

The  Circular  Letter  which  is  on  the  doftrine  of  Original  Sin, 
fills  about  two  pages  in  quarto.  And  the  48  churches  in  this 
ciation  include  3522  members. 

1 

%  f 

The  B  aptist  General  Committee,  holden  at  Muddy 
Creek  Meeting-houfe,  Powhatan  County  (Virginia,)  1793. 

Saturday,  May  11.  At  noon.  Elder  Lewis  Lunsford  (by  re-* 
queft)  preached  an  introductory  fermon  from  Rev.  iii.  1,  4. 

After  prayer,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  bufinefs.  The 
correfponding  AfTociations,  with  their  Delegates,  are  here  en¬ 
rolled,  viz. 

1.  Middle  Dift riel.— Eleazar  Clay,  Bernard  Todd,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Burfoot. 

*  2.  Culpeper — George  Eve. 

3.  Roanoke — -Samuel  Harris,  John  Williams,  Reuben  Pickett, 
and  David  Lawfon. 

*  4.  Gojhen — John  Waller  and  Andrew  Broaddus. 

5.  Dover — William  Webber,  Reuben  Ford,  John  Courtney 
and  Lewis  Lunsford. 

6.  Strawberry — Robert  Stockton,  W.  Johnfon,  and  Samuel 
Goodwin. 

*  7.  Albemarle-— Benjamin  Burger. 


Elder 
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Elder  William  Webber  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  Elder 
Andrew  Broad  lus.  Clerk,  pro  tempore.  A  letter  from  the  Georgia 
Aliociation,  and  a  letter  from  the  Ketockton  AfTociation,  were 
read.  x  he  Select  Committee  to  arrange  the  bufinefs  are.  Elders 
Keuhen  Ford,  Jonn  Wafer,  Robert  Stockton,  George  Eve,  John 
W  uliams,  Eleazar  v_Jay,  and  Benjamin  Burner. 

.  -^'deis  Andrew  Lrouddus,  Peter  P.  Roots,  and  Samuel  Har¬ 
ris,  were  ele&ed  to  preach  on  the  morrow  (Lord’s  clay.)  Divine 
fervice  to  begin  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  Adjourned  till  Monday 
morning  nine  o  cjock.  On  the  Lord’s  day,  the  minitters  ap¬ 
pointed  preached  to  a  numerous  audience,  and  we  hope  we 
were  not  deftitute  of  the  fenfible  prefence  of  the  divine  Majefty. 

Monday,  13^*  Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  after 
divine  fervice,  proceeded  to  buhneis.  The  Circular  Letter  was 
reack  _  Refoived,  refpedting  hereditary  flavery.  That  the  fubjedl 
be  difmiffed  from  the  Committee,  as  we  think  it  be.ongs  to  the 
legtfknive  body.  An  anfwer  to  the  Letter  from  the  Ketccktca 
Aflociation  was  read. 

1  he  report  of  Elder  Williams  refpeCting  a  plan  for  a  semin¬ 
ary  of  learning  was  made,  and  a  Commit: ee  appointed  to 
£onfult  on  profeeming  the  bufinefs,  viz.  Elders  John  Williams, 
Lewis  Lunsford,  Eleazar  Clay,  John  Waller,  and  George  Eve, 
who  reported  as  follows:- — e  recommend  the  t  brethren  John 
Williams,  Eleazar  (  lay,  I  homas  Burfoct,  Bernard  Todd,  George 
Eve,  Henry  Toler,  Thomas  Read,  Stephen  Woodfon,  fen.  Da¬ 
vid  Barrow,  Reuben  Ford,  Matthew  Woodfon,  Thomas  Johnfon, 
John  Poindexter,  and  Simeon  Walton,  be  appointed  as  truftees 
for  the  f  id  Seminary  ;  to  hold  a  Board  of  Conference  at  Dover 
Meeting  houfe,  the  lad  Saturday  in  September  next,  and  that  a 
majority  of  them  fhall  have  a  right  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  in 
choofmg  feven  gentlemen,  not  of  the  Baptifl  Society,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  number  of  twenty-one  Truftees,-— -to  appoint  fubftL 
tutes  for  any  of  the  brethren  above  mentioned,  in  cafe  of  death, 
failure,  or  relignation — to  make  what  corrections  they  may  think; 
proper  in  Elder  Williams’s  plan,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means 
for  carrying  the  fame  into  immediate  execution.— This  recom¬ 
mendation  was  received. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Memo¬ 
rial  to  the  Afiembly,  praying  the  repeal  of  all  laws  vetting  the 
property  of  the  Glebes  folely  in  the  hands  of  the  Epifcopalians , 
as  believing  fuch  laws  to  be  opprefiive — accordingly  Elders 
John  Williams,  John  Waller,  and  Eleazar  Clay  were  appointed. 
Agreed  that  the  Memorial,  now  preparing,  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  Eider  John  Courtney,  to  be  prefented  to  the  next  feflion. 

Agreed  that  the  next  General  Committee  be  held  at  Winn’s 
Meeting-houfe,  in  Hanover  county,  the  fecond  Saturday  in  May 
next.  * 

i  *  *  <•  » 


The 
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The  E^x-horn  Association  (Kentucky),  held  at  Tate's 
Creek,  Madifon  county,  1792. 

Friday,  Auguft  31.  At  25  minutes  paid  12  o’clock,  Brother 
James  Garrard  delivered  the  introductory  fermon,  from  Eph.  v.  i 
IRg  ye  therefore  followers  of  God,  as  dear  children .  After  worfhip 
proceeded  to  bafinefs.  Brother  John  Gano  was  chofen  Modera¬ 
tor,  and  Brother  Auguftine  Eaftin,  Clerk.  Letters  from  23  churches 
were  read.  Twenty-four  churches  were  enrolled,  including 
Indian  Creek  (South  Licking),  and  Sugar  Creek,  received  at 
this  feftion,  the  members  amount  to  1700. 

Our  filler  Affociation  of  Salem  fent  a  Letter  and  Minutes, 
which  were  read,  and  her  meffengers,  William  Taylor  and 
Joihua  Morris,  took  their  feats. 

Saturday,  September  1.  Met  purfuant  to  adjournment.  After 
divine  fervice,  proceeded  to  various  buiinefs. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  la  ft  Aflociation  to  revife 
the  Confefiion  of  Faith,  continued.  The  Circular  Letter  On 
Providence,  by  Brethren  Wood  and  Drake,  read  and  received. 
Agreed  to  defer  the  Queries  in  the  different  Letters  until  next 
Affociation. 

Next  Aflociation  to  be  held  at  Bryan’s  Station,  third  Saturday 
jn  May  next.  Brother  William  Wood  to  preach  the  introduc¬ 
tory  fermon;  and  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother  John  Smith. 

The  fame  Association  was  held  at  Bryan’s,  Fayette  County, 
(Kentucky),  May  18,  1793-  And  continued  by  adjournments 
until  the  21ft. 

Saturday,  May  18.  At  1  2  o’clock.  Brother  William  Wood 
delivered  the  introdu&ory  fermon  from  Ifa.  xxvii.  13.  And  it 
pall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day  that  the  great  Trumpet  pall  he  blown , 
and  they  pall  come  which  were  ready  to  per  ip.  Letters  from  21 
churches  were  read  ;  moft  of  which  are  in  peace,  but  appear  to 
Be  in  a  languid  Bate ;  few  additions  having  been  made  this  year. 
Brother  James  Garrard  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  Brother  Au¬ 
guftine  Eaftin,  Clerk. 

The  churches  at  Graffy  Lick  and  Flat  Lick,  at  their  requeftv 
were  received  into  this  Affociation,  in  which  there  are  20 
phurches;  1847  members. 

Monday,  May  20.  Met  purfuant  to  adjournment,  and  after 
attending  to  feveral  queries,  Agreed,  As  nothing  is  more  earneft- 
ly  to  be  defired  among  the  people  of  God.  than  union  and  fei- 
lowlhip.  That  an  attempt  be  made  for  an  union  with  the  Baptiff 
Affociation,  fouth  of  Kentucky  :  and  that  our  Brethren  Ambrofe 
Dudley,  James  Garrard,  John  Taylor,  John  Price  and  Auguftine 
Eaftin,  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  attend  their  next 
Affociation  ;  with  full  power  to  confer  freely  on  terms  of  union  ; 
and  if  there  fhould  be  hopeful  appearances  of  effe&ing  the  fame, 
they  may,  with  them,  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  churches 
in  both  Affociations,  to  convene  by  thdir  Delegates  to  car** 
faid  union  into  effect. 

Agreed 
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Agreed  to  m*ke  an  attempt  to  open  a  correfpondence'wlth 
tiie  Reditone  Afiociation  of  Baptifts. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Aflbciation  at  Cooper’s  Run 
«d  continued  to  revile  the  Confeilion  of  Faith,  &c.  reported' 
i  atfome  phraies  in  the  3d  and  5th  chapters  would  be  better,  if 
pu  in  words  eafier  to  be  underftood  by  weak  minds :  and  in 
thap.  24,  tnflead  of  the  words  “  A  lawful  oath  is  a  part  of  re- 

jhfmidSlW°frlfP’  ■  °ffr  -he  PoIlo',7ng  amendment,  "  An  oath 
ftould  be  taken  m  religious  fear.”  This  is  all  in  their  opinion 

thfnVVan  a  any  a:?Pndme"t-  ,Th?  Treatife  of  Difcipline;  they 
trunk  needs  correcting  and  enlarging.  '  1 

I  uefday,  May  21. _  Met  again,  and  after  much  bufmefs.  Agreed. 
1  hat  our  next  Aflbciation  be  at  South  Elkhorn,  the  fecor.d  Satur¬ 
day  in  Oftober,  this  year,  and  that  Brother  Augufline  Eaftin 

preacn  the  mtroduaory  lermon ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother 
&iijan  Craig. 

-  N>  ®*t  Our  churches  will  pleafe  to  take  notice  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolve  ot  the  Committee  of  the  Separate  and  Regular  Bap- 
tiits,  met  at  the  Stone  meeting-houfe,  in  Madifon  county,  on 
Saturday  8tn  of  June  1793  :  1 

•  the>  Committtee,  have  agreed,  that  each  of  our  churches, 
m  both  unions,  fhail  have  the  liberty  of  fending  two  members 
to  meet  m  General  Convention,  in  order  to  form  an  union  be¬ 
tween  the  two  bodies  of  Baptifts,  and  that  they  meet  at  Marble 
creek  the  laft  Saturday  m  July  next,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 
Ihomas  Ammon,  Andrew  Trible,  Mofes  Bledfoe,  Robert 

Elkin,  and  Robert  Clarke,  jun.  Committee  for  the  AJfociation 
voutb  of  Kentucky.  M 

ffA-  D“dIey>  .James  Garrard,  John  Taylor,  John  Price, 
ana  A „  Ealtin,  Committee  for  Elkhorn  AJfociation , 


A?  the  Circular  Letter  is  fhort,  and  does  not  quite  fill  a  page, 
the  fubflance  of  it  follows :  F  *  * 

Dear  Brethren , 

THE  Letters  from  the  different  churches  convey  this  melan- 
cnoly  idea,  that  coldnefs  and  indifference  have  fpread  their  bane- 
ul  influence  over  the  minds  of  too  many ;  and  that  the  Divine 
pretence  is,  m  a  great  meafure,  withdrawn  from  us.  Does  not 
tins  call  for  mourning  and  lamentation  ?  We  may  be  fure,  dear 
brethren,  that  we  have  need  of  examination.  Let  us  therefore 
put  thefe  ferious  and  folemn  queftions  to  each  of  our  confidences  : 
is  the  fear  of  God  before  my  eyes  ?  Do  I  live  in  obedience  to 
tne  Divine  law?  L>o  i  difeharge  the  duties  I  owe  to  God,  to  his 
church,  and  to  the  world?  Do  I  live  a  life  of  felf-denial  and 
morancation  ?  Is  my  houfe  a  houfe  of  player?  Is  my  feat  never 
empty  in  the  houfe  of  God  ?  Do  I  hoifour  God  with  my  fub- 
ftance  ?  Am  I  engaged  in  watching  over  my  brethren  in  love; 
m  reproving  the  wicked  ;  and  in  comforting  the  tempted  ?  If 
we  are  faulty  in  thefe  things,  what  can  we  expeft  without  a 
reformation  ?  Suffer  us  to  exhort  you  to  the  faithful  difeharge 

of 
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of  thofe  duties.  The  way  to  obtain  our  firil  love  is  to  do  our 
firft  works. 

The  Warren  Association,  held  at  the  Baptift  Meeting 
houfe  in  Attleborough,  1793. 

Tuefday,  September  the  10th.  At  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Brother 
Baldwin,  according  to  appointment,  preached  the  introdu&ory 
fermon  from  1  Peter  v.  1,  2.  The  Elders  which  are  among  you 
I  exhort ,  who  am  alfo  an  Elder— Feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is 
among  you,  .  * 

After  public  worfhip  proceeded  to  bulinefs.  Read  the  letters* 
and  enrolled  41  Churches,  confiding  of  3621  members. 

Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Brother  Peak,  from  Rom.  v.  2. 

Wednefday,  Sept.  11.  Met  according  to  adjournment.  Re¬ 
ceived  letters  and  minutes  from  the  correfponding  Aftbciations, 
Read  the  Circular  Letter  prepared  by  Prdident  Maxcy.  Voted* 
To  defire  the  Truftees  of  the  Baptist  education  fund  to 
to  meet  at  Bofton  on  the  ftrfl  Tuefday  of  October  next,  at  3 
o’clock,  P.  M.  in  order  to  appoint  a  Chairman,  Treafurer,  and 
Secretary;  and  to  tranfacft  any  other  bufinefs  tnatmay  be  thought 
neceftary.  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Morgan  Stillman  be  added  to 
the  number  of  Truftees  heretofore  chofen.  That  any  feven  of 
the  Truftees  fhail  make  a  quorum.  That  the  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  give  advice  to  any  perfons,  or  Churches,  who  may 
be  aggrieved  by  being  taxed  to  other  denominations,  be  the 
lame  appointed  laft  year. 

A  report  of  the  General  Committee  from  this  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Aftbciations,  who  met  at  Chefhire  on  the  26th  of  June 
laft,  wras  read;  from  w  hich  we  give  the  following  extradl:  “  We 
recommend  to  each  of  our  AiTociations  to  appoint  one  or  more 
of  their  members,  to  colledt  an  account  of  the  time  and  man¬ 
ner  of  the  conftitution  of  each  Church,  and  when  their  minifters 
were  ordained;  with  any  revivals  0 i  religion  among  them  ;  and 
alfo  a  particular  account  of  fufterings  from  thofe  who  have  fup- 
ported  religious  teachers  by  tax  and  compulfion;  and  that  thefe 
accounts  be  communicated  to  our  next  general  Committee.’,  Vo¬ 
ted,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Aftbciation,  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee  would  better  anfwer  the 
propofed  defign,  to  be  held  on  the  Tuefday  after  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  Alfociation  at  S-turbridge,  2  o’clock,  P.  M.  at  which' 
;ime  it  is  hoped,  that  the  neceftary  communications  will  be  made. 

Chofe  Meffengers  to  our  filter  Aftbciations  ;  propofed  fupplies 
for  deftitute  churches.  Appointed  Elder  Backus  to  write  the 
Circular  Letter  for  next  year;  Mr.  Gano  in  cafe  of  failure.  Vo¬ 
ted  to  hold  our  next  Aftbciation  at  Templeton,  the  Tuefday  af¬ 
ter  the  firft  Wednefday  in  September  1794.  Brother  Gano' 
to  preach  the  introductory  fermon ;  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother 
Alden. 
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Th4  circular  LETTER*. 

ON  THE  MORAL  LAW . 

Brethren, 

|N  an  age  when  mankind  are  regaining  their  native  rigfi& 
and  a  flaming  the  privilege  of  thinking  and  afting  for  them- 
(dves,  we  deem  it  not  unimportant,  that  the  nature  of  the 
Uivike  Law,  the  deflgn  and  manner  of  its  admiriiftration 
hnaer  the  mild  reign  of  the  Gofpel,  fhould  be  explained 

A  want  of  proper  attention  to  this  fubjefil  will  leave  u* 
utterly  m  the  dark  as  to  the  deformity  of  fin,  and  the  na- 
tuie  of  falvation  by  gface.  Would  you  ever  know  your  true 
Itate,  you  mull  know  your  obligations ;  would  you  ever  know 
your  obligations  you  mull  know  the  law  by  which  they  are 
afcei  tamed  and  defined.  The  laws  given  by  GoJ,  to  the  Jews* 
vvere  o.  three  kinds,  moral,  pofitive,  and  political.  Moral 

aws  are  thofe  which  refult  from  the  fitnefs  and  propriety  of 
'T’  apUrr-e‘DS?  tbe  and  government  of  accountable 

f’,KP<ifltl-ne  Jawsare  thofe  which  originate  wholly  in  the 
will  of  the  legiflator  Political,  are  thofe  which  rebate  the 

economy  and  admin, ftration  of  civil  government.  The  divine 
br,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the  Moral  Law,  nece.Tarily  refults 
from  the  connexion  fubfiftmg  between  God  and  rational  beintS 
God  is  infinitely  excellent-man  is  wholly  dependent.  Hence’ 
u  is  fit  and  reafonable  that  jiien  Ihoixld  love  God  Thar  CnJ 
}S  to  be  loved,  whether  we  are  difpofed  or  not, 'is  the  united 
*oice  of  reafon  and  revelation.  How  abfurd  is  it  for  a  child 

T  nl  ndC  ry  d“ty  tC>  IO,V-e  my  parent  becat,fe  1  hate 

.  ,  Pjea<Is  his  crime  as  his  excufe.  A  concife  fnm 
m.tiy  of  the  Moral  Law  is  contained  in  thefe  words  of  Tefus  • 

‘  hou  .halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  -  and 
shy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.,,  ^  ’  anu 

imSXMZ  C^"°t  t,herefore  be  with 

imp.i. action.  .  If  it  can  admit  an  abatement  in  its  demand- 

through  any  infirmity  or  difqualification  in  the  creature  then 

u  ceales  to  be  a  law.  The  nature  of  jufiice  is  eternal  Hvht" 

neither  to  be  annulled  by  the  caprice,  nor  varied  by  the  nfuta- 

;'  y  ,of  man-  An  immoderate  attachment  to  the  obi  efts  of 
Jur  unlawful  paffions,  an  overbearing  propenfity  to  iuftify  the 
decmons  ot  our  wills,  and  to  approve  the  aftions  of  our 'lives 
obfcure  our  perceptions  of  truth,  and  induce  us  to  accomodate 
‘  natu‘‘e  °t  th.e  divme  law  to  our  fmful  infirmities.  But  let 

norTkcumft-mce^^*  '  reCU/  nckher  t0  our  difpofttions 

rmr  c‘icumtLances  to  inveftigate  the  nature  of  iuftics  1  -r  „« 

tnrow  afide  our  prejudices ;  let  us  extinguilh  our  Son  le 

r  forget  our  infirmities.  Let  us  rife  into  the  region  of ’nure 

intelligence,  and  in  the  bright  light  of  the  divine  Spirit  In! 

*  It  is  fomowhat  abridged.  Editor. 
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template  God’s  law,  and  the  extent  of  our  obligations.  That 
hw  requires  the  whole  heart.  Can  it  then  be  fatisfied  with 
lels  ?  if  it  can  admit  one  degree  of  imperfection,  by  the  fame 
rule  it  cai)  another.  Where  then  is  the  ftandurd  of  right  ?  Nq 
where. 

The  law  which  can  vary  neceffarily  deflroys  itfelf.  Tbtit 
l an)  is  immutable.  Its  demands  are  always  the  fame  ;  neither 
Varied  by  time  or  place.  It  not  only  requires  us  to  love  God 
with  all  our  hearts,  but  conidantly  with  all  our  hearts*  God  is  to  be' 
loved  becaufe  he  is  what  he  is.  His  nature  originates  our  obliga¬ 
tions.  If  then  it  was  once  right  that  we  fhould  love  God,  it  is  now 
right,  and  always  will  be  right ;  for  he  is  “  the  fame,  yefterday,  to 
day,  and  forever. ”  God’s  Will,  which  is  an  exhibition  oi  his  na¬ 
ture,  is  the  rule  of  our  duty;  not  our  feelings  and  wifhes.  Our 
fins  alter  not  God,  and  therefore  alter  not  our  duty*  or  dimi¬ 
ni  ill  our  obligations.  The  law  of  God  requires  conftant  love  ; 
for  “  love  is  the  fulfiling  of  the  law.”  But  this  law  includes 
a  great  variety  of  particulars.  God  commands  us  not  to  kill* 
not  to  fteal,  not  to  bear  falfe  witnefs  ;  in  ihort,  not  to  iln  in. 
any  way.  That  love  which  fulfils  the  law  is  oppofed  to  every 
kind  of  fin.  Hence  the  law  extends  not  to  our  external  conduit' 
Only,  but  to  all  the  paffions  and  motions  of  our  hearts. 

View  the  law  then  as  perfect ;  view  it  as  immutable  ;  re¬ 
quiring  your  whole  affedtions,  requiring  them  conidantly  ;  in-r 
eluding  what  all  juft  laws  include.  In  this  way  you  will  readily 
perceive  the  ufc  and  defign  of  the  law  under  the  gofpel.  It  was 
not  given  to  the  Jews  that  they  fhould  obtain  file  by  it,  but 
S(  that  the  offence  might  abound.”  I  had  riot  known  fin,'1" 
fays  Paul,  “  but  by  the  law  and  that  it  was  added,  be- 
caufe  of  tranfgreflions,  until  the  feed  ihould  come  to  whom  the 
promife  was  made.”  He  alfo  ftyles  the  law  “  the  mini  ft  ration 
of  death,”  the  letter”  that  “  killeth.”  If  we  apply  any 
part  of  the  law  to  ourfelves,  to  us  it  becomes  the  mmiftratioof 
of  death.  For,  as  we  are  finful,  we  can  neither  obey  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  nor  endure  its  penalties.  While  we  are  alive  without  the 
law,  perceiving  neither  its  perfection  nor  extent,  we  imagine 
our  own  obedience  adequate  to  its  requifitions ;  but  when  the' 
Commandment  comes,  arresting  our  hearts  by  divine  power, 
<<  fin  revives,”  difeovering  its  ldrength  ;  we  feel  its  condemna¬ 
tion  ;  we  die  ;  we  rehnquifh  our  hopes  of  life,  which  originated 
in  our  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  were  clierifhed  by  a  haughty 
confidence  in  our  own  goodnefs.  Thus  we  become  “  dead  to 
the  law.”  You  will  remember,  then.  Brethren,  that  the  great 
defign  and  ufe  of  the  law,  are  to  exterminate  our  prejudices  in 
favour  of  ourfelves,  and  to  teach  us  the  true  nature  of  fin.  The 
law  is  not  a  rule  by  which  we  are  to  obtain  life  ;  but  “  C  hr  iff 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  every  one  that  be- 

lieveth.”  Look  then  unto  C  hr  ill.  Take  the  law  and  the  gofpel 

is 


*  1 
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in  him.  Red  fatisfied  with  his  righteoufnefs,  and  fubmit  unto 
Kim  who  is  the  head  and  king  of  his  people. 

O  ir  prefent  meeting  has  been  harmonious,  and  not  without 
fo.ne  tokens  of  the  divine  prefence. 

And  now.  Brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the 
word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give 
you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  that  are  fandlified. 

By  order  of  the  Affectation. 

HEZEKIAH  SMITH,  Moderator . 
THOMAS  BALDWIN,  Clerk. 

,  -  -  '  ,  A  f  t  t  S  7  ^  ?  i  A 

.  1  he  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association  was  held  by 
ipecial  appointment,  at  Southampton,  Bucks  county,  Pennfylva- 
jnia,  on  Tuefday  and  Wednefday,  29th  and  30th  of  O&ober, 
1793,  having  been  prevented  meeting  at  the  time  appointed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  by  a  prevailing  infectious  diforder, 
with  which  God  in  his  providence  has  been  pleafed  to  vifit  that 
citv. 

tt 

Tuefday,  Oftober  29.  At  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  introduce 
torv  fermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  David  Jones,  from 
}  Cor.  xv.  24,  23.  Then  cometh  the  end ,  when  be  fhall  have  de¬ 
livered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father  ;  when  he  jhctll  have 
put  down  all  ride,  and  ail  authority ,  and  power.  For  he  tnujl  reign 
till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  hit  feet . 

Wednefday  morning,  Rev.  Oliver  Hart  was  chofen  Mcdera-, 
tor,  and  the  Rev.  Burgifs  Allifon,  Clerk.  Letters  from  17  of 
the  affociate  churches  were  read,  and  a  letter  from  the  Elkhorn 
Affociation,  Kentucky,  with  their  minutes. 

The  Affociation  taking  into  confederation  the  awful  difpenfa- 
tions  of  divine  Providence  in  the  epidemical  diforder  now  rag¬ 
ing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  great  drought 
in  our  part  of  the  country,  and  general  declenfion  in  vital  piety, 
recommend  that  Tuefday  the  1 2th  day  of  November  enfuing, 
be  obferved  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fading  and  prayer,  through¬ 
out  our  churches ;  and  mould  it  pleafe  God  to  remove  any  part 
of  thefe  judgments  previous  to  that  day,  that  his  mercy  therein 
be  remembered  with  public  thanklgiving  at  the  fame  time. 

Brother  Memminger  to  preach  at  4  o’clock,  P.  M.  Adjourned 
to  half  pad  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Met  agreeably  to  adjournment.' 
Brother  Eleeion  having  been  appointed  to  write  a  Circular  Let¬ 
ter  in  confequence  of  Brother  Smalley  not  bringing  forward  the 
one  he  was  nominated  lad  Affociation  to  write,  accordingly 
wrote  one,  which  being  read  was  approved.  Brother  Smalley 
was  appointed  to  write  the  Circular  Letter  for  the  enfuing  year, 
upon  the  fubjeft  on  which  he  was  to  have  written  for  the  prefent. 
The  Ahociation  to  meet  next  year  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fird 
Tuefday  in  October,  at  3  o’clock.  P.  M.  Brother  Allifon  to 
preach  the  introductory  fermon ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother 
McLaughlin. 


The 
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The  Charleston  Association,  held  at  the  High  Hills 

tf  Santee,  the  2d  of  November  1793. 

The  two  fir  ft  days  were  employed,  as  ufual,  in  the  public 
excercifes  of  devotion ;  concluding  on  the  Sabbath  afternoon 
with  die  adminiftration  of  the  Lord’s  lupper. 

On  Monday,  it  o’clock,  A.  M.  the  introdudlory  fermon  was 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Furman,  from  Eph.  iv.  3.  En¬ 
deavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace . 

Letters  from  nineteen  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates  enrolled.  Rev.  Richard  Furman  was  chofen  Mo¬ 
derator;  and  Mr.  Frame  Woods,  Clerk.  Letters  and  minutes 
from  the  correfponding  affociations  were  received  and  read. 

The  church  at  Enon,  confiding  of  16  members,  ^applied  for 
admifflon  into  this  affociation,  and  on  fatisfablory  information 
of  their  faith  and  pra£tice,  were  received  by  their  delegate. 
This  church  originated  from  that  at  Great  Saltcatcher,  and  was 
conflituted  the  7th  of  May  1793  ;  Rev.  Melfrs.  Alexander 
Scott  and  fames  Sweat  being  prefent  and  aflifling. 

Agreed  to  receive  the  church  at  the  Three  Runs  into  union, 
when  they  fhall  attend  by  their  delegates. 

Mr.  Botsford  having  been  prevented,  by  ficknefs  from  com- 
pleating  the  Circular  letter  on  the  fubjedt  propofed  at  the  lalt 
meeting*  he  is  requeued  to  have  it  prepared  for  the  next  year. 
The  Moderator  was  defired  to  prepare  one  for  the  prefent  cc- 
cafion.  Brethren  were  appointed  to  write  to  the  correfponding 
Affociations.  Agreed,  That  the  fyflem  of  difcipline  be  put  to 
the  prefs  without  delay;  and  that  Mr.  Furman,  to  whom  the 
fuperintendence  of  this  bufinefs  is  committed,  be  requeued  to 
import  Confeffions  of  Faith  and  Catechifms  *. 

Agreed, That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  churches  in  union  to 
obferve  the  3d  Wednefday  in  December  next,  as  a  day  oi  fo- 
lemn  faffing  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  to  implore  his 
mercy  on  all  our  churches,  and  on  our  country  at  large  ;  to  pray 
for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  thefe  United  States,  for  a  general 
reformation  among  our  people,  and  for  the  direction  and  pie- 
fervation  of  our  government ;  That  we  may  have  a  fan  A,  tied  nfe 
of  the  afflicting  difpenfations  of  divine  providence,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  that  awful  difpenfation  with  which  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  has  been  viiited;  and,  inould  the  affliction,  be  continued 
till  that  time,  that  their  fervent  intercefflons  in  behalf  of  our 
diftreffed  brethren  and  fellow  citizens  in  that  city,  be  prefented 
at  the  throne  of  grace. 

Agreed  alfo.  That  a  day  in  every  ntonth,  at  the  difcretion  of  each 
Church,  be  held  throughout  the  year,  as  a  day  of  united  and 
fervent  prayer  fora  revival  in  religion. 

Agreed  that  our  next  fefflon  of  affociation  be  at  the  Upner 
Fork  of  Lynch’s  Creek  (Flat  Creek  meeting  hoafe),  on  Satur- 

*  Mr.  Fur  mail  has,  according  to  the  above  requeft,  applied  t  ■>  Mr. 
Rippon  for  200  of  the  Con  fed!  on  of  Faith,  2o  0  Catechifms  with  proofs, 
and  800  without  proofs.  Editor. 
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day  before  che  firft  Lord’s  day  in  November  next.  The  fermoB 
to  be  delivered  by  Rev.  Henry  Holcombe  ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  by 
Rev.  Jofhua  Lewis. 

Mr.  Furman  was  unanimoufly  requefted  to  furnifh  a  copy  of  his 
introductory  fermon  for  the  prefs.  Concluded  with  folemrt 

“"aver. 

In  the  twenty- four  churches  of  this  affociation  are  2987 
members. 


A  SHORT  SKETCH  OF  REVIVALS  IN  RELIGION. 

1  '  '  ,  '  / 

Middlehorough,  M assachusf.tts,  dug.  31,  1795. 

An  amazing  coidnefs  and  flupidity  has  long  prevailed  in  our 
part  of  the  country,  until  a  revival  was  granted  at  Plymouth, 
aoout  40  miles  from  Bolton,  lait  winter  J-,  It  began  at  a  rvairt 
meetin  ,  of  which  tiiey  had  many*  The  confidence  of  one  of 
the  company  was  lo  awakened  as  to  be  a  warning  to  others,  which 
toon  turned  their  frolicks  into  religious  meetings ;  and  the  pallor 
of  Vic  church,  IT  Chandler  Robbins,  a  pious  Congregational  ?ni~ 
uijier:  was  all  alive  in  Lis  work ;  and  a  large  number  have  been 
jiopei  y  converted  there.  I  preached  among  them  twice  in  May, 
and  I  hear  that  the  work  Itiii  prevails.  A  great  work  of  refor¬ 
mation  is  alio  going  on  in  Barnflaple  and  Harwich,  chiefly  among 
Mr  B&Mijls.  And  in  the  beginning  of  June,  feme  loofe  young 
refT  were  awakened  in  the  hr  It  congregational  fociety  in  Mxd- 
oU: borough,  and  a  number  have  received  comfort  among  them  * 
mat  the  work  hath  been  much  more  glorious  in  the  third  Baptift 
fociety  in  our  town.  I  preached  ten  fermons  among  them  in 
cignt  days,  about  a  month  ago,  to  remarkably  attentive  audi¬ 
ences  ;  ad  it  is  hoped  that  more  than  thirty  perfons  have  been 
converted  in  that  congregation  flnee  the  firft  of  July.  Brother 
&arr\u  Nelfon  labours  among  them  with  much  life  and  power; 
ana  a  few  have  been  awakened  in  our  fociety.  Elder  Seamans, 
who  went  from  Attleborough  to  a  town  in  New  Hampfhire, 
ooed  New  London,  and  laboured  under  great  difeouragements 
tnere  till  the  lummer  of  1792,  hath  had  fuch  a  blefiing  on  his  la¬ 
bours  flnee,  that  he  had  baptized  55  or  c6  the  24th  of  lafi:  May, 
*is  lie  wiote  to  Elder  Robinfon  ;  and  the  work  Jtill  went  on.  I 
have  alfo  heard  lately  that  it  prevails  in  the  diflrid  of  Maine. 
O  that  it  may  fpread  univerfally  ! 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ledoyt, dated  Newport,  New  Hampshire, 

Sep*  1 6,  1703. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

It  nath  been  a  long,  dark,  and  cloudy  night  with  me,  and 
the  people  here;  but  glory  to  our  God,  the  cloud  is  difperfmg 
fait.  Ilis  work  is  begun  amongft  113 ;  Newport  and  *  Croyden 

v  T^°  threC  artiCle9  iu  this  letter  are  hinted  at  before 

m  the  kegiiter,  page  547.  Editor 

■t  Mr.  Ledoyt  Supplies  both  thole  Baptift  congregations,  they  arc  near 
each  other,  but  about  130  miles  K.  W.  from  Lofton. 
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are  greatly  bleflea.  There  ]iave  been  forty  fouls  hopefully  con- 

ZX  W  rekS  am0ng  us-  ^  have  baptized  7  9  irf  four 

ueeKs.  The  work  appears  to  be  ftill  going  on.  I  cannot  be 

thie  but  71  °J  my  P°Wer  ,t0  a"f"'er  a!1  the  calls  1  have  at  this 
time;  but  I  endeavour  to  do  all  I  can.  Beinv  favoured  with 

health,  and  the  fpirit  of  preaching  I  afcemf  rh„  • 

>  •  T  her e  1S  a  profpeft  of  a  glorious  reformation  in  thefe  parts 
may  it  fpread  far  and  wide  !  1 

God  hath  remembered  my  family  alfo  for  good:  my  three 

year"  77"’  1  h°Pr’  are  convertcdI;  the  oldeft  feventeen 
yeam,  nd  the  youngeft  ten  years  old,  are  baptized.  O  hie  ft 

mo  L°rf  nl'  me’  fHsd  Ct  US  exalt  his  name  together.  I  never 
7nr  r  frnflb  7  neeaed  wlfdom  than  at  the  prefent.  You  will 
T  n  t  tp  Pfay  for  me‘  °  dear  brother,  be  ftrono-  in  the 

t  ’,T  “  7£  P°Wtr  °f  his  miSht-  Jt  aPPcars  to  me  ‘there 

a  glorious  day  at  the  very  door.  Happy  are  they  who  ue 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord.  7  ® 

A00tit  So  have  been  added  to  the  Baptifts  church  m  New  L on' 
don.  New  Hamplhtre,  under  the  palloral  care  of  Brother  Sean-a-t, 
v  u  in  a  few  months  pall ;  and  about  as  many  to  the  church  in 

£,P-d  MOnl  ‘TV  ‘  *■»  'h»reh  f  L  order  wa“d- 
themd  laft  Gilober.  In  about  ten  months,  on  have  been  added  rod 

an  trie  greater  part  of  them  young  converts !  die  work  ftill 

goes  on  under  the  preaching  of  Brother  Elias  S,ni7h, ;  a  ™ 

Tfew  m,7ry  proml,fln2  abilities.  Thefe  three  places  are  ivithin 
a  Jew  miles  of  each  other.  Our  fentiments  are  fpreadine-  rapid- 
ly  m  various  parts  of  this  land.  P  ^  laPla* 

I-  7rh  ?n  7  plece.of  Sood  news  I  can  inform  you  of  at  or/ft 7 
1  hat  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  livin')  near  Little  T„rl  P  ^  U 
gima,mentions  a  gracious  and  wonderfufrevival  ofrelS^’  “  V 
the  poor  Ethiopians  in  his  neighbourhood— that  an  np&  on  “monS 

baptized  in  one  day  and  that  the  ,,,  i  ftat  d°  negroes  were 
r  on.  uay,  ana  that  the  work  went  on  aflonifhingly. 
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Of  the  principal  books  and  pamphlets  which  have 
been  lately  printed  by  the  Baptists  ;  with  a  few  others, 
whofe  Authors  are  here  diftinguifhed  by  the  denominations 

to  which  they  belong. 

Rev.  James  Bicheno,  Newberry. 

The  Sisns  of  the  Times;  or,  the  Overthrow  of  the  Papal  Ty- 
ranny  in  France,  the  prelude  of  Deftrudion  to  Popery  and 
Defpotifm,  and  of  Peace  to  Mankind.  8vo.  pp.  78.  Price 

is.  6d.  1794. 

Second  Edition,  with  large  additions. 

Sold  by  Parlons,  and  Thomas,  London ;  Cottle,  and  James,  Bnilol 


MR.  BICHENO’S  SYNOPTICAL  table  of  prophetic  numbers. 


1  he  23000  years,  Dan.  viii. 
14,  which  comprehend  the 
length  of  the  vition,  trom  a 
diftinguifbed  pufhing  cf  the 
Perfians  for  coitqueft,  to  the 
clean fmg  of  the  fanftuary, 
begin  in  the  year 


B.  C. 
481. 


When  Xerxes  fet  out  to  in¬ 
vade  Greece  with  5,000,000 
of  follow  ers,  and  whole  wars 
were  prefigured,  Ran.  viii. 
4,  20.  by  the  pufhing  of  a 
ram,  and  end  in  the  year 


1  he  1260  years, 
Dan.  vii.  25.  xii.  7. 
Rev.  xi.  2,  3.  xii.  6, 
i4.xiii.5-  the  period 
of  the  profperity  of 
the  papal  beaft,  till 
the  commencement 
of  the  decifive  at¬ 
tack  on  h  s  ufurpa- 
lioiis,  begin  in  the 
year 


The  i2?oyeaisj 
Dan.  xii.  ii.  which 
comprehend,  be¬ 
sides  the  1260  years 
30  years  rn.oie  for 
the  conflid  with 
Antichriif, begin  in 
the  fame  year 

The  133S  years, 
Dan.  xii.  12.  which 
are  to  bring  to  a  Hill 
more  bleffied  pe¬ 
riod,  begin,  in  the 
fame  year 


When  the  code  of  Juftini- 
an  (the  Prong  hold  of  cle¬ 
rical  tyranny)  was  firft 
publifhed,  and  about 
which  time  this  fame  em¬ 
peror  declared  the  Billiop 
A.  C.  of  Rome  the  judge  of  all,  A.  C 
529.  but  himfelf  to  be  judged  1789.  when 
by  no  one,  and  when  alio 
the  order  of  Benedic¬ 
tine  monks, the  great  fup- 
port  of  the  papacy,  was 
founded  ;  and  end  in  the 
year 


529.  and  end  in  the  year 


his 
prof¬ 
perity'  j 

{termi¬ 

nates. 


A.  C. 
1819. 


When  the  tranf- 
greffion  of  def¬ 
lation  lhail  end, 
Dan.  viii.  13. and 
the  abomination 
which  haJh  made 
delblate  the 
Church  of  Chrift, 
and  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  fhall 
be  brought  to  a 
period.  Dan.  xiu 
’ll. 


IS  19- 


529.  and  end  in  the  year 
The  Witnefi'es,  Rev.xl. 


a.  e. 

1864^ 


*j.  are  (lain  by  Lewis 
XIV.  when  he  repealed 
the  Ed  id  of  N  antes,  and 
tormented,  plundered, 
banithed.  and  murdered, 

near  2,o0c?,ooa  o  his- 
pretoftant  tub, cuts,  in 
cl  re  year 


I  But  who.,  after  be-' 
ling  pbhtiCally  dead 
three  lunar  days 
A.  Cb  and  a  half,  br  abemt 
X685.  jios  years,  begin  to 
[revive  in  the  year 


When  the 
French  condi¬ 
ment  Afleinbly 
A.  C-  'declared  for 
1789. [civil  and  Reli- 
Igiov.s  Liberty. 

I  r 


Thus 


1 
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Thus  the  decifive  attack  of  the  Witnefles  for  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty,  upon 
the  errors,  usurpations,  and  tyrannies  of  the  papal  beaff,  commences  in  the  year  ,  . 

To  deftroy  the  papacy,  ana  other  antichriftia^i  de'potifms,  at  leaft,  fo  far  as  to 
make  wav  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Jews,  and  to  prepare  mankind  for  greater 
jbleffings  than  have  ever  yet  been  known  upon  earth,  will  take  THIRTY  years, 
the  period  for  executing  the  judgments  predi&ed  in  I  a.  xxvi.  20,  21.  xxvii.  1. 
Joel  Hi.  9, — 15.  Zeph.  iii.  S.  as  alto  for  the  gathering  the  vintage  and  pouring  out 
of  the  via!s,  which  ate  to  be  the  means  of  cleanfing  the  fan&uary  . 

To  gather  and  try  the  Jews  preparatory  to  their  converlion,  to  deftroy  the  remains 
of  tyranny,  and  to  purify  and  enlarge  the  Gentile  Church,  will  occupy  FORTY 
FIVE  years  more  ;  and  at  the  end  of  which,  it  is  likely,  there  will  be  that  glorious 
appearance  of  the  Lord  in  favor  of  his  fervants,  promiled  in  Eaek,  xxxviii.  xxxix. 
and  Zech.  xii.  8  — 14.  xiv.  and,  it  is  probable,  in  Rev.  xx.  9  Now  the  Jevvifh  nation 
is  born  at  once,  I  fa.  lxvi.  8.  and  the  diftant  heathens  are  to  be  converted  to  Chriftia- 
aity,  Ira.  Iii-  is— 15.  Jer.  xvi.  19.  Exek.  xxxix.  21.  T  his  is  the  time  of  which 
Daniel  fays,  BLESSED  IS  HE  THAT  COMEl  H  TO  IT,  and  which  is  the 
year  .  •  •  .....  •  ... 


A.  C, 
1789, 


33 


45 


ise>4 


The  Author  of  this  work  at  the  bar  of  criticifm,  where  <we 
mean  neither  at  present,  nor  in  future,  to  arraign 
him,  nor  any  one  eife,  has  nothing  to  fear  on  the  fcore  of 
genius.  His  datements,  it  mull  be  allowed,  are  curious  and  en¬ 
tertaining,  even  if  they  do  not  appear  demonftrative  to  minds 
pre-occupied  with  the  laboured  and  magnificent  plans  of  other 
writers  on  the  prophetic  fcriptures.  Averfe  from  launching  out 
into  the  faithlefs  ocean  of  conjeblure,  and  tempting  the  main 
without  pilot  or  compais,  he  embarks  with  caution  and  courage, 
circumnavigates  the  fea  of  Revelation,  and  as  he  apprehends, 
under  the  convoy  of  Daniel  and  John,  at  length  finds  himfelf  in 
a  region  where  the  horrid  Judinian  Code  frit  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and,  at  the  very  time  when  the  infernal  order  of  the  Bene- 
didline  Monks  was  inftituted.  This  notable  period  is  the  year 
of  Chrift  5  29 — a  period  indeed  which  he  allows  is  not  numerically 
recorded  in  the  facred  writings,  as  his  other  data  are,  but  which, 
being  a  time  of  marked  infamy,  is,  he  thinks,  mod:  probably  the 
leafon  from  which  the  holy  fpirit  of  prophecy  would  have  us 
count  the  rife,  the  reign,  and  the  ruin  of  the  man  of  sin. 

Mr.  Bicheno  does  not,  with  fome  expofitiors,  conceive  that  the 
three  days  and  a  half,  the  time  the  witnelfes  are  to  remain  un- 
buried  in  the  dreets,  intend  days  of  years  to  be  counted  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Jewifh  years  of  360  days  each,  and  fo  making  in  all 
1 260  years,  but  he  interprets  them  of  lunar  days,  as  mod  others 
do  the  42  months  Rev.  xf iii.  5.  reckoning,  as  the  Jews  did,  30 
to  a  month,  which  being  multiplied  by  three ,  and  adding  fifteen 
for  the  half  day,  makes  105,  the  number  of  years  which  e  lap  fed 
between  the  revocation  of  the  edidt  at  Nantes,  and  the  wonderfu 
revolution  of  1789. 

Whether  this  lchenie  be  preferable  to  others  or  not,  one  o 
its  parts  comes  recommended  to  us  by  its  originality,  and  al 
the  red  by  their  dmplicity.  The  feripture  numbers  here  intro¬ 
duced  remarkably  agree,  and  a  fum,  in  which  prophecy  hands 
indebted  to  hidory,  after  a  long  credit  of  ages,  teems  liquidated 
when  the  “  French  condiment  Adembly,”  as  Mr.  B.  phrafes  it, 
C(  declared  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  1789.”  Here,  there¬ 
fore,  he  drikes  the  firft  balance.  Then,  with  didinguifhe d  acu¬ 
men,  looking  through  the  villa  of  futurity,  he  calculates,  that 
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the  accoun  t  current  of  all  their  affairs  will  be  finally  fettled  in  the 
year  1864,  when  the  Lord  will  gloriouily  appear  in  favour  of  his 
people — when  the  jewiih  nation  fhall  be  born  at  once — the  dis¬ 
tant  heathen  be  converted  to  chriflianity,  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  fee  the  falvation  of  God. 

We  take  our  leave  of  this  work,  the  body  of  which  cannot 
but  be  interelting  to  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
flattering  ourfelves  that  the  ingenuity  of  the  plan  will  procure 
it  a  multitude  of  readers,  and  being  allured,  from  the  well 
known  ingenuous  difpofition  of  the  author,  that  he  will  be  the 
lad  of  men  to  hinder  our  full  examination  of  it ;  and  the  flrft, 
if  neceffary,  to  promote  its  further  difcufiion. 

Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  Middleborough,  Maffachufetts. 

The  Teftimony  of  the  Two  Witnefles  explained  and  vindicated: 
with  a  few  Remarks  on  the  late  writings  of  Dr.  Hemmenway 
and  Dr.  Lathrop.  2 d  edition ,  improved.  8vo.  pp.  47.  Price  6dL 

Sold  by  Hall,  Boflon,  in  New  England ;  and  by  Thomas  Thomas, 
Houndfditch,  London. 

Rev.  Wil  liam  Button,  London. 

National  Calamities  tokens  of"  the  divine  Difpleafure ;  a  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Meetingdioufe,  Dean-ftree’t,  Tooley-ftreet, 
Southwark,  on  Feb.  28,  1794,  being  the  day  appointed  for 
a  General  Fad.  Text,  Jer.  viii.  6.  I  hearkened  and  heard 
hut  they  fpake  not  aright :  no  man  repented  him  of  his  vcickednefs , 
faying.  What  have  /  done  ?  Every  one  turned  to  his  courfe  as 
the  horfe  rujheth  into  the  battle.  8vo.  pp.  33.  Price  6d. 

Sold  by  the  Author,  and  by  Trap,  Taylor,  and  Thomas,  London. 

This  fermon,  in  becoming  language,  very  ferioufly  deplores 
the  unhappy  war  in  which  we  are  involved,  and  the  internal  di- 
tifions  of  the  Britifh  empire;  all  which  the  author  attributes  to 
profligacy  and  profanefs — to  luxury,  diflipation,  and  an  ardent 
purfuit  of  hurtful  amufements — to  an  awful  contempt  of  divine  re¬ 
velation — to  the  pride  of  individuals,  and  the  National  haugh- 
tinefs  which  has  fo  long  characterized  us.—' “  Crimes,”  to  ufe 
his  own  expreflion,  tc  attended  with  the  mofr  heinous  aggrava¬ 
tions  ...  As  our  privileges  have  been,  and  ftill  are  very  great, 
under  perhaps  the  bed  framed  civil  constitution  in  the 
world.”  .  .  Liften  and  let  him  exprefs  his  opinion  freely.  Without 
fear  or  ihame  he  gives  us  his  political  creed  in  one  line  of  his  own, 
and  by  this  bold  extract  from  Dr.  Evans’s  fermon  on  Britifh  Con- 
ftitutional  Liberty.  C(  The  Britifh  Confutation  unites  the  fpirit, 
power,  and  fplendour  of  an  abfolute  monarchy  without  its  tyranny, 
the  wifdom  of  an  ariflocracy  without  its  oppreflion,  and  the  free¬ 
dom  of  a  democratic ,  or  popular  government,  without  its  been- 
tioufnefs  and  diforder,  into  one  uniform,  compadl  fyfem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  is  the  pride  of  every  honelt  Englifhman,  &c.”  Mr. 
Button’s  motives  for  introducing  this  quotation,  which,  no  doubt, 
were  numerous,  will  moll  probably  meet  the  approbation  of  all 
his  connexions,  efpecially  as  lie  has  virtue  enough  to  admit, 

what 


LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS  FOR  I793,  &C.  79 

what  it  would  have  been  unpardonable  in  this  ftatement  to  have 
omitted,  that  it  is  pofflble  forour  fuperiors  to  fin,  and  that  “  under 
theprefent  government  there  are  abuses,”  and  that  “  their  r  e- 
medy  is  certainly  defirable.”  Is  this  preaching  politics?  if  it  be, 
then  God  fpeed  the  ploW.  But  call  it  what  we  will,  it  evidently 
difcovers  more  urbanity  and  love  of  our  country  than  the  con- 
dud;  of  thofe  who,  inftead  of  urging  a  temperate  reform,  are  for 
ever  telling  you,  that  minifters  and  profe (Tors' fhould  have  nothing 
to  do  with  politics ;  while  they  themfelves  are  loquacious  in  the 
parlour,  in  the  pulpit,  from  the  prefs ;  loquacious  every  where  on 
ihefe  fubjedts,  not  indeed  for  your  politics,  but  for  their  own*. 
The  latter  part  of  this  fermon  con-fills  of  fui table  remarks,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ipirit  of  the  text,  on  the  divine  obfervation  of 
our  words  and  conduct,  our  want  of  repentance  and  felf  examin¬ 
ation.  The  author  then  concludes  by  recommending  earned: 
prayer  to  God  both  for  national  deliverance,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
prophecy,  in  the  accomplifhment  of  which  he  is  allured  all  will 
he  well.  He  adds,  cs  I  fha.ll  then  hope  for  Great  Britain  .  .  .  and 
not  for  Great  Britain  only,  eut  for  all  the  nations  on 
the  Globe.  And  I  do  hope  that  the  prefent  commotions  in  the 
earth  will  i/Tue  in  the  fpread  of  the  knowledge  of  Ohrid,  in  the 
cflablifhment  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  and  the  downfal  of 
Aritichrifl;  which  may  the  Lord  haften  in  his  time.”  To  this 
prayer  all  his  devotional  readers  will  no  doubt  fay.  Amen. 

D. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dunn,  (lately  from  England,)  Philadelphia. 
The  equality  of  Rich  and  Poor .  A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Prifon 
of  Philadelphia,  Dec.  12,  1793,  being  the  cay  appointed  for 
Humiliation  and  Thanfgiving  on  the  ceafing  of  the  late  Epi¬ 
demical  fever.  Text,  Prov.  xx.  2.  cIhe  rich  and  poor  meet 
together ,  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  all .  8vo.  pp.  24.  1 793 
Printed  by  Mr.  Dobfon,  Philadelphia. 

E. 

Late  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 

Prefident  of  the  College  of  New  Jcrfey. 
Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  on  Important  Theological  fubjefls, 
original  and  coilefted.  121110.  pp.  476.  1793. 

Sold  by  Gray,  Edinburgh;  Vernor  and  Hood,  London. 

Of  the  merits  .or  this  publication  fome  calculation  may  be  made 
from  the  Preface  to  it,  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Erfkine  of  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

President  Edwards  has  left  many  manufcript  volumes  of 

*  This  account  of  Mr.  Button’s  piece  is  cheai  fully  admitted.  I  mean 
not  to  praife  or  blame  the  perfon  that  drew  it  up,  whoever  he  is.  Far  be 
ft  from  me  rafhly  to  determine  in  a  moment,  whether  it  b®  right  or 
wrong  in  the  good  man  to  introduce  this  beautiful  quotation  on  politics. 
I  rather  incline  to  think,  that  if  he  did  wrong  in  it,  his  fin  was 
one  of  the  leall  committed  on  the  fall  day — and  this  faid,  I  make  but 
two  remarks,  1.  As  to  mvfelf,  in  the  whole  com  fe  of  my  miniflry,  I  never 
iaul  half  fo  much  about  politics  as  is  contained  in  this  paragraph. 
2..  If  any  man  can  read  this  fermon  without  advantage,  it  mull  be  his 
own  fault,  and  not  the  Authors.  Editor. 
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obfervations,  on  almoft  all  fubjetts  in  divinity,  which  either  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  from  his  own  meditation,  or  from  the  books  he 
read.  He  wrote  thefe  volumes,  not  with  any  defign  they  ihould 
ever  be  publifhed  in  their  prefent  form,  but  that  he  might  re¬ 
tain  thoughts  which  .appeared  to  him  worth  preferving,  both  for 
his  own  improvement,  and  for  the  inftruttion  and  edification  of 
others.  The  judicious  author  of  the  life  of  this  great  and  good 
man,  gave  his  opinion.  Part  IV.  Sett.  i.  That  from  thefe  manu- 
fcripts  a  number  of  volumes  might  be  publifned,  which  though 
more  imperfett  than  if  the  Author  had  prepared  them  for  pub--, 
lie  view,  would  afford  much  new  light  and  entertainment  to  the 
church  of  Chrift.  The  high  and  well  merited  reputation  not 
only  of  the  books  prepared  for  the  prefs  by  the  President,  but  of 
the  fermons  publifhed  fince  his  death,  have  occafioned  many  fo- 
licitations  to  his  fon.  Dr.  Edwards  of  Newhaven,  to  collett  and 
print  fuch  part  of  thofe  manuferipts  as  might  be  generally  ufe- 
ful.  In  compliance  with  thefe  requefts,  he  has  not  grudged  the 
labour  of  tranferibing  this  volume  of  rnifcellanies',  which,  if  it 
prove  acceptable,  will  be  followed  by  more,  as  the  Dottor’s 
health  and  leifure  permit.  ’  ' 

Many  important  and  original  thoughts  occur  in. 

Part  I.  On  the  Evidences  of  revealed  Religion:  e.  g. 

Moral  and  religious  knowledge  only  from  revelation,  §  19. 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles  taught  not  that  the  laid  judgement  was 
near,  §  44. 

Jefus’s  prophecies,  a  proof  that  he  was  the  Chrift,  and  that  he 
was  God,  §  49.  96.  -• 

Propriety  of  the  general  judgement,  §  59 
Reafonablenefs  of  ihme  particular  dottrines,  §  62. 

Miracles  of  Jefus  not  oppofed  by  counterfeit  miracles,  §  65. 
Miracles  of  Jefus  fuperior  to  thofe  under  the  Old  Teftament, 
§  62 - 

Much  inftruttion  concifely  conveyed  by  feripture  metaphors, 
§  81.  ■  1.  .  • 

Excellencies  of  feripture  hiftory,  §  82. 

Propriety  of  gradual  improvement  in  underftanding  the  ferip- 
tures.  §  83.  •  ‘ 

Propriety  of  room  being  left  for  difcovering  truth  by  ferip¬ 
ture  confeauences,  §  84. 

The  neceffity  of  divine  revelation  vindicated  againft  Tindal 

and  others,  §  87.  94.  p.  257 — 331. 

jefus  proved  the  Chrift,  from  "his  deftroying  heathen  idolatry 

according  to  feripture  prophecy,  §  97. 

Propagation  of  Mahometanifm  not  parallel  to  that  of  Chrif- 

tianity,  §  99. 

State  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  an  evidence  of  revealed  religion, 
§  100. 

Obfervation  on  Chrift’s  miracles,  §  105 — 107. 

In  Part  II.  Equally  ftriking  and  judicious  are  many  of  the 
reflexions  on  the  mylleries  of  revelation,  and  in 
Part.  III.  on  the  Trinity,  and  Divinity  of  Chrift. 


Many 
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Many,  therefore,  who  relifh  folid  reafoning  on  religious  fub- 
jefb,  though  not  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  eloquence,  will 
deem  theml'elves  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Edwards  for  gathering 
theie  fragments,  that  nothing  might  be  loft. 

Seme  who  had  purchafed  and.  read  Archbifhop  Tillotfon’s 
fermons,  Stapferi  Theologia  Polemica,  Bennet’s  lnfpiration  of  . 
the  Scnptures,  Grotius  de  Veritate  Religionis  Chriftianae,  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’$  Chronology,  Religion  ofjefus  Delineated,  Deifm 
revea  ed,  and  Jones  on  the  Canon,  may  poflibly  wiih  that  the 
large  quotations  from  them  had  been  omitted.  But  Dr.  Edwards 
was  adviied  to  publifh  them,  as  they  may  prove  an  antidote  to 
the  deifiical  notions  fpreading  in  fome  parts  of  America  where 
thufe  books  are  in  few  hands.  The  Prefident’s  originality  of 
genius,  and  attachment  to  Calvinift  principles/did  not  hinder  his 
Peeking  and  finding  inftruflion  in  their  writings,  whofe  fiyftem 
of  theology  was  very  oppofite  to  his.  It  were  well,  if  in  this 
He  was  imitated  by  all  who  pofifefs  diftinguifhed  talents,  and  who 
boaft  of  liberality  of  fentiment.” 

r  ■  ** 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.  (a  Congregational 
Minifter),  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

1 .  All  divine  Truth  profitable ,  illuftrated  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Hamden,  Jan,  n,  1792;  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev. 
Dan.  Bradley  to  the  paltoral  Charge  of  the  firft  Church  in 
Whites-town,  in  the  Hate  of  New  York,  on  ACts  xx.  20. 
And  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  prof  table  unto  you.  8vo. 
pp.  42.  1792. 

2.  A  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Funeral  of  the  Honourable  Roger 
Sherman,  Efq.  Senator  of  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
deceafed  the  23d  of  July  1793,  on  Pfalm  xlvi.  1.  God  is  our 
refuge  and  frength ,  a  very  prsfent  help  in  trouble ,  8vo.  pp.  24. 

1 793* 

Sold  by  Mr.  Morfe,  New  Haven, 

Rev.  John  Erskine,  D.  D. 

One  of  the  Minifters  of  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh. 

The  fatal  Conferences  and  the  General  Sources  of  Anarchy ;  a 
Difcourfe  on  liaiah  xxiv.  1,  5.  Beheld ,  the  Lord  maketh  the 
earth  empty ,  and  ?naketh  it  wafle,  and  turneth  it  upfide  down,  and 
fcattereth  abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof  \  &c.  Preached  in  the 
Old  Grey  Friars  Church,  before  the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh, 
Sept.  2,  1792.  S/o.  pp.  45.  Price  6d.  1793. 

Sold  by  Gray,  Edinburgh ;  and  Vernor,  London. 

The  Venerable  Author  of  the  above  Difcourfe  was  folicited 
to  publifh  it  by  the  late  and  prefent  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh, 
and  all  the1  Members  of  the  Old  Grey  Friars,  Kir k-feftion,  Avho 
were  his  hearers — -Gentlemen  whofe  jrank  and  Character  gave 
great  weight  to  their  requeil. 


Rev. 
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Rev.  John  Fawcett,  A.  M.  near  Halifax. 

1.  The  Crofs  of  Chrift  considered ;  in  a  letter  addreffied  t« 
Chriftians  of  all  denominations,  8vo.  Price  2d. 

2.  Letters  to  his  Friends,  by  the  Rev.  John  Parker,  late  Mink 
Per  of  the  Gofpel  at  Wainfgate,  in  Wadfworth,  near  Halifax. 
With  a  fketcli  of  his  life  and  character,  by  John  Fawcett! 
12  mo.  pp.  214.  Price  is.  6d.  in  boards,  1794. 

Sold  by  Wills  and  Button,  London ;  Thomfon,  Manchefter,  Sec. 

Rev.  Andrew  Fuller,  Kettering. 

I  Calvmiflic  and  uociniat|  Syfiems  examined  and  compared, 
as  to  their  Moral  Tendency ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters  addreffied 
to  the  Piiends  or  vital  and  practical  religion,  efpecially  thofe 
among  the  Proteftant  Difienters.  8vo.  price  3s.  6d.  in  boards, 
1 793 ' 

1  hofe  who  purchafe  6  books  may  have  a  7th  gratis. 

uold  by  Button,  Thomas,  Mathews,  and  Gardiner,  London; 
by  James,  Briftol ;  and  Smith,  Sheffield. 

Before  Dr.  Prieftly  left  England,  an  eminent  miniiler  of  the 
Independent  denomination  afked  him,  i(  Whether  he  had  feen 
Mr.  Fuller’s  piece  on  Socinianifm?”  the  Do&or  faid,  «  He  had 
not.5’  rFo  which  this  Gentleman  replied,  «  Then,  Sir,  be  affiured 
that  it  behoves  you  to  fee  it.”  The  man  who,  in  any  circle, 
recommends  this  publication,  rifks  nothing,  but  does  credit  to 
his  undemanding  and  his  heart.  Some  of  the  beft  judges  of 
polemical  divinity,  among  the  proteflant  Difienters,  have  faid, 
that  the  work  is  an  ornament  to  the  Author  and  his  connexions ; 
ana,  without  exception,  one  of  the  belt  human  competitions  they 
etmr  read.  ^  Me  have  the  pleafure  to  announce  a  feccnd  edition 

01  it  juft  i filling  from  the  prefs,  which,  we  hope,  will  make  way 
for  another.  1 

ljut.  would  be  an  increafing  felicity  could  we  add,  That  a 
fubxiiption  is  opened  by  the  affluent*,  among  the  friends  of 
pi  iirntive  religion,  for  purchaling  the  whole  impreflion,  in  a  way 
molr  reipeRfui  to  the  author,  and  for  printing  a  fmaller,  or  elfe 
an  abridged  edition,  the  whole  to  be  diflributed  anion?  poor 
Minifters  and  Chriftians.  How  much  good  might  be  done  by 
2  Prudent  and  well-timed  benevolence  of  this  fort,  year  after- 

year,  when  any  interefling  publications  throw  themfelves  in 

our  way  ! 

% 

*  The  Editor  of  thefe  fheets  does  not  take  rank  among  the  affluent. 

1  1  1  •  kaPPy>  as  an  individual,  to  encourage  the  above  laudable 

pl,m,  in 011  Id  it  meet  the  general  approbation,  and  be  agreeable  to  the 
author,  m.o  vv  hole  mind,  it  is  probable,  the  thought  never  yet  entered. 

Attributed 
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G. 

Attributed  to  Mr.  William  Giles,  London. 

-  The  Guide  to  Domeftic  Happinefs.  In  A  Series  of  Letters- 

Though  fools  fpurn  Hymen’s  gentle  powers. 

We  who  improve  his  golden  hours. 

By  fweet  experience  know. 

That  marriage  rightly  underftood. 

Gives  to  the  tender  and  the  good, 

A  Paradife  below. 

Fourth  Edition,  12010.  pp.  90,  1793. 

Sold  by  Diliy  and  Button,  London. 

II. 

Lev.  Roeert  Kall,  A.  M.  Cambridge. 

An  Apology  for  the  Freedom  of  the  Prefs,  and  for  Liberty, 
To  which  are  prefixed  Remarks  on  Bifiiop  Horlley’s  iennon* 
preached  on  the  30th  of  January  laft. 

Shall  truth  he  Jilent  because  folly  frowns  ?  Young. 

Contents. 

Section  I.  On  the  Right  of  Public  Dilcufiion. 

II.  On  Afibciations. 

III.  On  a  Reform  in  Parliament. 

IV.  On  Theories  and  Rights  of  Man. 

V.  On  Difienters. 

VI.  On  the  Caufes  of  the  Prefent  Difcontents. 

8vo.  pp.  108.  Price  2s.  6d.  1793. 

Sold  by  Robinfon,  London ;  Lunn,  Cambridge ;  and  James  at 
Briftol. 

Rev.  Henry  FIolcombe,  Euhaw,  South  Carolina. 

£.  A  Sermon  on  Ifaiah  liii.  1.  Who  hath  b.li cored  our  report? 
Containing  a  brief  illuftration  and  defence  of  the  dodtrines 
commonly  called  Calvinifiic.  Preached  before  the  C  liar  lei  ton 
AlTociation  of  Baptift  Churches,  Nov.  7,  1791.  8vo.  pp.  30. 
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2.  A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Bealcr, 
who  cheerfully  refigned  his  foul  to  God,  March  13,  1792, 
in  the  55th  year  of  his  age.  Text,  John  xi.  25.  /  am  the 

refurretiion  and  the  life ,  he  that  belie-vetb  on  me  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  fnall  he  lime.  8vo.  pp.  12.  179 

Sold  by  Mefirs.  Markland  and  MTver,  Charlefton. 

K. 

Rev.  John  Knott,  Chatham. 

A  Vindication  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Godhead  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  S.  Kingsfbrd's  publication,  entitled,  The 
Supremacy  of  God  the  Father,  and  the  Inferiority  and  Sub¬ 
ordination  of  Jefus  Chriit,  the  Son  of  God,  a  her  ted  and  prov¬ 
ed.  J 2  mo.  pp.  34.  Price  4d.  1793. 

Sold  by  Button,  London. 

Rev. 


LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS  FOR  1793, 

L. 

Rev.  John  Lid  don.  Kernel  Hempftead. 

The  General  Religious  Injlruttion  of  the  Poor ,  the  fureft  Means  of 
providing  univerfal  National  Happinefs :  represented  in  a  Sermon 
preached  on  September  30,  1792,  at  Kernel  Hempftead, 

Herts ;  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sunday  Schools  eftablifhed  in 
that 'I  own.  8vo.  pp.  31.  Price  6d.  Sold  by  Diliy,  London, 

•  '  v  * 

M. 

|lev.  John  Martin,  London. 

’  •  s  :  :  \  '  ■  •  \  *  ‘  • 

Sermons  on  the  Chara&er  of  Chrift. 

CONT  ENTS. 

Sermon  I.  On  the  Prophecies  of  ChrilL 

II.  On  the  Pre-exiftence  of  ChrilL 

III.  On  the  Incarnation  of  ChrilL 

IV.  On  the  Infancy  and  Youth  of  Chid ft, 

V.  On  the  Baptifm  of  ChrilL 

VI.  On  the  Temptations  of  ChrilL 

VII.  On  the  Miracles  of  ChrilL 

VIII.  On  the  Preaching  of  ChrilL 

*  Pofifcript  Sermon  VIII. 

IX.  Chrift  calling;  others  to  Preach. 

X.  On  the  Sententious  fayings  of  Chrift. 

XI.  Prophetic  Declarations  of  ChrilL 

XII.  On  the  Sufferings  of  Chrift. 

XIII.  On  the  Refurredion  of  Chrift. 

*  Appendix  to  Senpon  XIII. 

XIV.  On  the  Afcenfion  of  ChrilL 

*  Appendix  to  Sermon  XIV. 

XV.  On  the  Intercelfion  of  Chrift. 

XVI.  On  the  Second  Coming  of  Chrift. 

XVII.  Chrift  the  Sum  of  the  facred  Scriptures. 

*  Errata  and  Notes. 

Printed  for  I.  Martin,  Bookfeller,  432,  Oxford-ftreet,  London^ 
gvo.  pp.  456,  Price  7s.  6d.  in  boards. 

R. 

Rev.  William  Richards,  A.  M.  Lynn. 

A  Serious  and  plain  difeourfe  concerning  Baptifm,  in  its  Con¬ 
nexion  with  the  firft  Principles  and  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  : 
Wherein  the  Rite  itfelf  is  carefully  and  diclindly  pointed  out  ; 
its  Scriptural  Subjects  clearly  and  fully  afeertained ;  and  its 
Import  and  Dejign ,  or  the  Doclrine  it  is  intended  to  convey 
calmly  and  honeltly  delineated.  Written  originally  in  the 
Welfh  Language,  and  addrefled  to  the  candid,  the  difpaftioh- 
ate,  and  the  inquifttive  among  Pmdobaptift  of  the  Principality. 
To  which  are  now  added,  fome  Thoughts  on  the  Perpetuity 
of  that  Chriftian  Ordinance.  8vo.  pp.  54.  Price  is. 

Sold  by  Button,  Thomas,  and  Taylor,  London. 

JOH  N 
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1.  The  Baptist  Annual  Register  for  1790,  1791,  1792* 
and  part  of  1793;  including  Sketches  of  the  ftate  of  Reli¬ 
gion  among  different  Denominations  of  good  Men  at  home  and. 

abroad. 

From  Eaft  to  Weft,  from  North  to  South, 

Now  be  his  Name  ador’d  ! 

Europe,  with  all  thy  millions,  Ihout 
Hofannahs,  to  thy  Lord  ! 

Asia  and  Africa,  refound 
From  fhoie  to  fhoie  his  fame; 

And  thou  America,  in  fongs, 

Redeeming  love  proclaim. 

O&avo  pp.  594,  including  heads  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Evans,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Hall,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manning,  with  a  Po¬ 
lymetric  Table  of  America.  Price  6s.  6d.  half  bound  and  let¬ 
tered.  Se-ven  copies  for 

2.  The  Baptift  Catcchifmy  commonly  called  Reach's  Catechifm ; 
or,  A  brief  Inftrudfion  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion,  agreeable  to  the  Confeffion  of  Faith  put  forth  by  the 
Elders  and  Brethren  of  many  congregations  of  chriftians 
(baptized  upon  Profeflion  of  their  Faith)  in  London,  and  in 
the  country  ;  owning  the  dodtrines  of  perfonal  ele&ion  and 
final  Perfeverance. 

Compared  with  the  early  editions,  and  revifed. 

With  proofs,  at  1 8s.  an  hundred. 

Without  proofs,  at  9s. 

3.  A  Scripture  Manual ;  or,  a  plain  reprefentation  of  the  OrdT 
fiance  of  Baptijm :  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  all  who  would  an- 
fwer  a  good  confcience  towards  God,  and  give  a  reafon  of 
their  Faith  and  Practice  with  meekoefs  and  fear. 

Price  id.  or  7s.  6d.  a  hundred. 

a.  Advice  to  Students  having  in  view  the  Chriftian  Miniftry, 

'  addreffed  to  them  at  the  Academy  in  Briftol,  by  the  late  Rev. 
Caleb  Evans.  D.  D. 

Price  3d.  or  2s.  a  dozen. 

5*.  The  5th  edition  of  a  Selection  of  Hymns  from  the  beft  au¬ 
thors,  intended  to  be  an  Appendix  to  Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns  and 
Pfaims ;  with  the  names  of  fuitable  tunes  placed  over  each 
Hymn.  1793* 

12  mo.  Price  3s. —  better  paper,  and  bound  in  calf,  3s.  6d. 

Good  a  lowance  to  thofe  who  purchafe  a  quantity. 

The  above  .  r»d  10  Mr.  Rippon’s  Selection  of  d  unes,  price  5s. 
(a  7tfe  c  o  vviiich  book  is  allowed  on  every  fix),  may  be 
had  of  IV  R,;pcn,  and  of  all  the  perions  m  England  and 
America  no  *en  the  Rtguler. 

Rev. 
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^  Rev.  John  Ryland  D.  D.  Briftol. 

The  Earneft  Charge  and  humble  Hope  of  an  affectionate  Paffor  ;  being* 
the  fubitance  of  three  Difcourfes  addreifed  to  the  Church  and 
Congregation,  in  Coilege-lane,  Northampton,  Dec.  1,  i7Qh 
and  pubiifhed  at  their  requeft,  i  zmo,  pp.  72.  Price  is.  * 
Sold  by  Button  and  Thomas,  Uondon;  Brown,  James,  and  Cottle 

Briftol. 

Thefe  were  Dr.  Rvland’s  farewel  fermons  to  the  Church  at 
Northampton,  in  coniequence,  both  of  the  repeatedly  unani¬ 
mous  invitations  he  received  from  the  oaptift  Uhurch  in  Broad- 
mead,  Briftol,  to  become  their  Paftor  ;  and  the  preffing  felici¬ 
tations  of  the  Briftol  Education  Society,  and  its  numerous  friends  ' 
to  become  the  Prefident  of  the  Academy.  The  difcourfes  were 
printed  in  compliance  with  the  parting  requeft  of  the  church 
at  Northampton,  to  whom  they  are  dedicated,  in  a  preface  of 
mingled  humility  and  love.  They  feem  intended  as  a  lerious  me¬ 
mento  to  his  old  friends  of  what  they  had  been  taught ;  and  as 
a  faithful  harbinger  to  his  new  connections,  of  what  they 
might  expeCt.  It  is  much  more  eafy  to  conjecture  than  to  ex- 
Pr  efs,  what  his  feelings  muft  have  beea  on  this  occafion.  Six 
and  twenty  years,”  lays  he,  “  had  I  been  your  fellow  member, 

I  had  preached  to  you  conftantly  near  three  and  twenty,  and 
been  your  paftor  above  twelve ;  nor  were  we  ever  more  clofely 
and  cordially  united  than  at  the  time  when  the  providence,  of 
God  called  me  away  from  you,  in  fo  unexpected  a  manner  39 
The  well  informed,  concerning  this  removal  of  our  excellent 
friend,  know  not  which  of.  the  three  moft  to  admire— his  pru¬ 
dent,  deliberate,  well  advifea  conduit- — the  wife  choice  of  one 
church — or  the  benevolent  facrifice  made  by  the  other.  But 
difficult  as  this  parting  work  muft  have  been,  the  good  man 
properly  add  reded  himfelf  to  it. 

The  two  firft  difcourfes  are  on  Aits  xx,  31.  Watch  and 
r  f.  m  e m  b  e  r.  After  fome  brief  but  pertinent  remarks 
i  On  Christian  watchfulnefs- — on  a  devout  remembrance  of 
paft  inftruCtions  and  warnings,  profeffions  and  experiences,  dan¬ 
gers  and  deliverances,  and  on  the  connection  which  fubfifts  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  duties — The  Author  proceeds 

II.  To  apply  the  folemn  charge  particularly  to  profeffed' 
chriftians ; 

1.  With  reference  to  the  articles  of  their  faith.  Here 
having  obferved.  That  we  are  never  well  informed  of  the 
truth  till  we  are  conformed  to  it- — he  thus  diftributes  his  advice  : 

Watch  againft  a  fpirit  of  dogmatical  arrogance  and  bigotry  ; 
remember  you  are  far  from  infallibility,  or  perfection  in  know¬ 
ledge  ;  and  others  have  an  equal  right  of  private  judgment 
with  yourfelves .—Watch  againft  a  fpirit  of  boundlefs  curiolity, 
and  a  fond  love  of  novelty :  rc?ne?nber  you  are  warned  not  to  af- 
feCt  to  be  wife  above  what  is  written,  or  to  intrude  into  things 
that  are  unjten :  but  at  the  fame  time,  match  againft  a  lazy  indif¬ 
ference  to  a  progreffive  acquaintance  with  the  things  of  God, 
and  remember >  that  the  Bible  contains  an  unexhauited  mine  of  reli¬ 
gious 
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gioiis  knowledge  which  you  have  not  yet  explored.— Watch  a- 
gamft  all  notions  which  flatter  human  pride,  and  that  encourage 
tne  idea  of  merit  in  a  finner;  and  ever  remember ,  That  the  de¬ 
fer  h-  °d  ln  the  g0fpeI.  1 13  t0  abafea'!1  lhe  haughtinefs  of  man, 
tL,t  his  iree  grace  may  be  exalted  as  the  only  fource  of  a  fin- 

ner  *  falvation  ;  and  watcb  equally  againft  fentiments  which  tend 

:  remember  it  is  Chrift’s  de- 
fign  to  bnng  apoftate  creatures  back  to  God  .—Watch  ap-ftnft 

al  .entuiients  tnat  oppofe  God’s  moral  government,  and  make 

if  US„  a'kr  6“her  33  rePrefenting  t!ie  unregenerate  as  fallen 
elolu  0,1  obligations  to  any  thing  Spiritually  good,  or  the  re 

£////  -railed  ibi'Ve  6Very  idea  °f  dut-v  ;  remember,  that  the 

mabSment  “whVf  ’  and^  toadmit  °pany  abrogation 
abatement —While  I  warn  you  againft  every  thought  that 

would  impeach  the  equity  of  the  divine  GoJnm  TWo"ld 

equally  caution  you  to  rejeft  every  idea  that  militates  againft 

ofetheVperrfoSnno?CnefS  °f  G'^e.-Waich  againft  degrading  Idea's 

a  finner’,  hn  C  /  'i?  T  !  ™  the  only  foundation  of 

Pends  on  theP^  ^  th/1*.the  f  CaCy  °f  his  atoniW  facrificede- 
pends  on  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  as  God  over  all  blejed  fir  ever 

-Watch  againft  the  denial  of  the  perfonality,  divinity /and  ef 

p  c  donPnfat,rS  °nhC.HoLy  SP1RIT  >  relember,  that  the  ap- 

aid  as  our  ;rmptmn, IS  n°  lefs  neceffarX  ^an  its  impetration  ; 

•  deemer  //f  C°U!abe  removed  hY  none  but  a  divine  Re! 
deemer,  fo  our  depravity  cannot  be  fubdued  but  by  a  divine 

Sandlifier.  -Watch  againft  the  abufeof  thofe  importaiitdodh-ine" 

££&  t  ”lkh  G»J  h*J'  i"id,  is  TSaptei 

...n  ,  ,  £TeniPle>  and  no  other  kind  of  building;  will 

lelfen  your abho  ”  fin<:’™atch  againft  all  fentiments  that  would 

you  ireTefs  fe  v6nCe  fe’  prefnt  holy  joy  in  God’  °r 

delivered  us  from/l/  "Z™  ^01}du^  ’  remember ,  he  who  hath 
%  obedience  ^tcamett’to^veMs 

Dr'3y  ?nd  ?hen  aPphes  the  charge, 

2.  lo  chnflian  experience. 

eiwb^fhe  wifcft  ih‘3  °WK  ?EART’  remefflbering  the  charge 
?or  out  of  it  Irelhe  S’  0f  HfeP”->T/  witha/ di%^e 
and  felf-deception ;  that  God  ca/nt  KefeT-5 

will  not  be  mocked  ’’-Watch  againft  formality  "„i  fof 
g  lUouinefs ;  remember,  as  an  antidote  againft  the  former  that 

Sat  «<  bvatnhedteihea;\an,d  "  /  Prefervative  from  the  latter 

-Watch  left  anv  n$  °n  ^  n°  tbe  jufGfied  » 

•of  converfion  17  fe  fou"d  t0  have  onlX  £he  femblance 

counterfeit  grace  will  foon  be  detefted"  ’  ^ 

th°PKP-/tIal  DEFECTS  which  too  often  attend  the 
P*  36  Chnfh?ns>  which  confift  in  that  want  of 

proportion 
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proportion  in  our  views  of  divine  things,  and  affefUons  towards 
them,  which  greatly  impairs  the  beauty  of  true  religion  :  remember 
that  God,  in  his  word,,  has  given  his  people  the  moft  lovely  and 
confident  difcoveries  of  all  his  glorious  perfections.  • 

Watch  againft  thofe  corrupt  mixtures  which  fometimes  at¬ 
tend  the  experience  pf  real  chriftians,  Many  finful  exercifesj 
of  the  heart  may  attend  even  the  exercifes  of  grace,  even  in  the 
feafons  of  our  fweeteft  enjoyments y  remember,  it  is  not  your 
being  affuredly  right  in  one  thing,  that  will  prove  you  right  in 

another.  ,  ;  1  : 

Watch  againft  backsliding  from  God ;  remember,  one.  ne- 
gleCl  leads  to  another,  and  God  has  faid,  the  backflidcr  in 

heart  lhall  be  filled  with  his  own  ways. 

Watch  againll  the  degenerating^ of  your  experience;  re¬ 
member  and  tremble,  left  it  fhould  ilfue  in  your  falling  into  open 
and  fcandalous  immorality,  dreadful  darknefs  and  defpondency, 
or  fhould  prove  ail  your  paft  experience  to  have  been  hypoenfy 

and  delufion.  ,  ,  ,  ,  a  ? 

3 .  To  our  p  r  a  c  t  1  c  e  and  vifible  behaviour  before  men,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  text  is  next  applied — and  thus  the  brethren  are  en¬ 
treated  :  Be  watchful  over  the  whole  tenor  of  your  lives ;  remember , 
“  the  c-raceof  God  teacheth  us”  to  “  live  foberly,  nghteoufly,  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world.”  Watch  over  your  tempeis,  appe¬ 
tites,  affe&ions  and  paffions— and  againft  the  beginning  of  temp¬ 
tations.  Whatever  you  make  an  idol  of  will  be  a  crofs  to  you,, 
if  you  belong  to  God,  and  a  curfe  to  you  if  you  do  not.— btudy 
relative  duties.— Shew  that  you  love  umverfal  holinefs ;  remember , 
«  He  that  faith,  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  himfelf  alfo  to  walk. 

Watch  over  your  own  conduit  in  the  management  of  your 
fecular  concerns;  remembering,  that  the  faftiion  of  tms  won 
Dafleth  away.  Watch  your  temper  and  condudt  towards  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  religion:  remember,  “  The  wrath  of  manworet  not 
the  righteouinefs  of  God.”  Inftruft  oppsfers  with  meehnefs. 
.«  Walk'  honeitly,”  and  “  in  wiidom  towards  them  that  are 
without.”  Watch  particularly  over  your  difpofmon  and  beha¬ 
viour  towards  each  other;  remember,  Chnft  hath  laid,  hy 
this  Shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have  lore 
one  to  another.”  Finally,  Watch  againft  all  earthly  mindednefs, 
and  a  worldly  fpirit;  and  remember,  that  your  citiz.enShip  is  in. 

^Our"  Author’s  text  in  the  evening  was  Afts  xx.  z6.  PuR_e 
FROM  THE  llood  of  all  men.  Through  this  difeourfe  alfo 

we  Should  have  gladly  followed  him,  had  ‘f  t°o^Xlvfare  d- 
the  two  firSt  fermons  been  So  copious.  But  though  «  arc  a. 

Hied  the  pleafure  of  giving  a  Syllabus  of  a 
from  end  to  end;  one  paffage  of  it  may  be  felcficd  as  a i  ** 
fpecimen  of  the  doftrine  and  manner  of  the  far  greater g  of 
Puritans  Nonconformists,  and  other  genuine  Cal\  milts.  a 
have  endeavoured,”  fays  he  to  his  congregation,  «  to  fuew  yon 
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the  freenefs  of  Gofpel  invitations,  addrefted  to  the  guilty,  the 
helplefs,  and  the  vile;  without  requiring  any  good  qualifications 
in  them,  as  the  preliminary  ground  of  their  right  to  come  to  the 
Saviour.  Yes,  and  I  now  again  affure  you,  on  better  authority 
than  that  of  good  John  Bunyan,  that  tiie  gofpel  is  good  ne  ws  to 
the  ‘vileji  of  men ,  and  that  any  fmneron  earth,  who  has  heard  of 
Chrift,  may  Come ,  and  < welcome  to  him,  for  his  complete  ial- 
vation.  You  need  not  firft  know  your  ele&ion,  or  prove 
your  regeneration,  neither  of  which  can  be  proved  or 
known  while  you  rejeft  him;  but  though  the  former  is  the  re¬ 
mote,  and  the  latter  the  immediate  caufe  of  any  man’s  em¬ 
bracing  the  Redeemer,  both  are  entirely  fecret,  till  the  heart 
is  united  to  Chrift,  and  adtually  coincides  with  the  great  ends 
of  his  redemption.  4  Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call,’  in  the  Redeem¬ 
er’s  name,  for  his  4  Voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men,’  as  felf-ruined, 
and  helplefs,  4  without  ftrength,’  and  4  ungodly.’  4  Look 
unto  me,’  faith  he,  4  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe.’  There  is  not  a 
finner  in  this  congregation  but  has  as  fair  a  warrant  to  apply  to 
the^  Saviour  as  any  of  the  faints  now  in  glory  had,  previous  to 
their  firft  application.  .  Whoever  enquires,  4  May  I  come  to 
Chrift,  and  will  he  receive  me  if  I  do?’  I  reply  boldly,  yes, 
you  may,  and  he  wall  undoubtedly  five  you  with  an  everlaftino* 
falvation.  If  your  queftion  were,  4  How  may  I  know  that  I  have 
been  with  Chrift?’  I  ihould  give  a  different  anfwer ;  I  lhpuld 
enquire  what  have  you  received  from  him?  I  ftiould  bid  you, 

“  Examine,  if  you  be  in  the  faith,”  and  if  Chrifi’s  image  is 
formed  within  you?  But  for  the  ground  of  your  encouragement 
to  come  to  him,  I  with  you  may  feek  for  nothing  elfe  but  the 
gracious  and  indefinite  call  of  his  word.  1  know  this  to  be  the 
ao&rine  of  the  old  Caluinifs ,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  God’s  word,  and  had  I  preached  the  contrary  for 
many  years  paft,  I  could  not  have  thought  myfelf  pure  from  the 
blood  of  all  men .  On  this  ground  it  is  that  1  have  treated  Un¬ 
belief  as  a  fin,.  and  the  worft  of  all  fins.  Yet  carefully  explain¬ 
ing  my  meaning,  that  .by  unbelief  J  do  not  intend  a  doubting 
of  your  own  fafety,  which  I  with  all  to  do  who  have  not  fcrip- 
tural  evidence  of  it.  But  by  unbelief  I  mean,  an  averfation 
of  mind  from  God’s  method  of  falvation,  a  diferediting  of  God’s 
teftimony  concerning  his  Son,  a  rejection  of  Chrill’s  mediation, 
a  refufal  to  reft  with  complacency  in  the  doctrine  cf  the  croft, 
or  an  habitual  unwillingnefs  to  return  to  God  intlie  name  of  lefus.5, 

S. 

Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard, 

Paftor  to  the  chutcn  at  Northampton  m  New  England,  from  the 

year  1683  to  1729. 

The  Safety  of  appearing  at  the  Day  of  judgment,  in  the  righ- 

teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  opened  and  applied,  iamo.  Price  3s.  1792. 
Our  venerable  friend,  theRe-v.  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edinburgh,  has 
favoured  us  with  the  following  account  of  this  treatife,  and  its  au- 

May  1794.  e  thor 
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thor.  Cf  Mr.  c  toddard  was  paftor  4.6  years  of  a  church  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  New  England  where  he  died,  1729,  in  the  86  year  of  his 
age.  His  lermons  were  fearching  and  experim  ntal,  yet  ratio¬ 
nal  ana  argumentative  ;  and  often  peculiarly  luited  for  awaken¬ 
ing  the  fee  are,  airecling  in  the  great  work  of  falvation,  and 
affifting  the  doubtful  in  judging  their  fpiritual  date.  Thrice  in 
the  courfe  of  his  mmiftry,  there  were  remarkable  feafons  of 
general  religious  concern,  and  of  numerous  converlions  among 
iiis  people.  It  is  no  wonder  that  one  io  diligent  and  fuccefsful  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord  was  highly  efteemed  and  beloved  by  a  church, 
moft  of  whofe  members  had  been  brought  up  under  his  miniftry. 
Though  his  ftation  was  in  a  remote  corner  of  New  England, 
his  ftrength  of  genius,  depth  of  judgment,  acutenefs  in  reafon- 
ing,  and  knowledge  of  divinity,  were  fo  uncommon,  that,  in 
difficult  cafes,  his  advice  was  much  fought  and  valued,  and  his 
influence  great  through  the  whole  of  that  country.  By  his  diftin- 
guifhed  talents,  and  high  reputation,  he  profelyted  many  to  an 
opinion,  oppofite  to  the  general  fentiments  at  that  time,  and, 
as  his  grandfon,  Frefident  Edwards,  has  lhewn,  oppofite  alfo  to 
Scripture,  viz.  That  fome  who  fufpedt,  or  know  themfelves  un¬ 
converted,  may,  notwithftanding,  lawfully  partake  of  the 
Lord’s  fupper.  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  and  others,  who  juftly  dis¬ 
approved  and  oppofed  that  notion,  with  a  laudable  candour  and 
impartiality,  admired  and  recommended  his  pra&ical  writings. 
His  moft  valuable  work,  The  fafety  of  appearing  in  the  Right  eouf- 
nefs  of  Chrifty  thrice,  in  a  fhort  time,  printed  at  Bofton,  was 
never,  till  now,  publifhed  in  Britain. 

It  examines  not  learned,  critical,  or  philofophical  objections 
againft  the  do&rine  of  Imputed  Righteoufnefs;  but,  in  a  plain 
and  practical  ftrain  opens  the  ground  and  encouragements  of 
faith;  refolves  the  doubts  of  a  jealous  unbelieving  heart,  and  un¬ 
folds  the  fubtile  workings  of  a  felf-righteous  fpirit.  In  thefe 
views,  it  is  the  bell  treatife  I  know  on  the  fubjeft;  though  thofe 
will  think  otherwife,  who  rclifh  the  beauties  of  language  and 
compofition  more  than  they  regard  the  importance  and  juftnefs 
of  the  fentiments. 

I  agree  with  fome  of  my  worthy  brethren,  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations,  that  it  has  inaccurate  expreffions,  But  the  general  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  book  is  to  fhew,  that  our  claim  to  the  pardon  cf 
ftn,  and  acceptance  with  God,  is  not  founded  on  any  thing 
wrought  in  us,  or  adled  by  us,  but  only  on  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Thrift.  The  Author  therefore  means  not  thefe  ambigious  ex¬ 
preffions  in  the  dangerous  fenfe  in  which  fome  have  ufed  them  ; 
and  the  book  contains  a  falutary  antidote  againft  the  poifon  which, 
thefe  expreffions  have  fometimes  conveyed.  If  it  is  a  Iked,  Why 
I  did  not  alter  or  expunge  thefe  obnoxious  expreffions?  I  reply, 
Becaufe  I  had  no  right  to  do  it;  and  fuch  freedoms  with,  dead 
authors,  appear  to  me,  prefumptuous  and  unjuft. 

May  the  divine  bleffing  render  this  treatiie.  as  ufeful  in  Scot¬ 
land  as  it  has  been  in  America  l” 

£ev. 
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Rev.  Dan  Taylor  (a  General  Bap ti ft)  London. 

A  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taylor  who 
departed  this  life.  Oft.  22,  1793,  in  the  49th  year  of  her  age: 
With  a  fhort  account  of  her  life,  and  a  defcription  of  her 
character.  T.  ext, 1  iax.  xlvm,  14*  f  his  G o< is  our  God  fov  ever 
and  ever,  he  will  he  our  guide  even  unto  death .  i  2tno.  pp.  82.  1 79  | . 

Sold  by  the  Author;  Marfom,  Knott,  Button  and  Aih,  London. 


Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  A.  M.  Abingdon. 

1.  Letters  Religiousand  Moral,  addrefled  to  a  young  Gentleman  in 
India,  and  others:  defigned  to  infpire  the  minds  of  Youth 
with  the  Love  of  Piety  and  Virtue.  Second  edition .  izmo. 
pp.  2*8.  Price  3s, 

2.  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Spirit  of  free  Inquiry  in  Religion  ;  with 
cautions  again!!  the  abufe  cf  it,  and  perfuafiyes  to  Candour, 
1  o. eiation  and  Peace,  ainongit  Chriftians  of  all  denominations. 

Sold  by  Marfom  and  Thomas,  London;  and  Watts  Abingdon. 

Contents. 

SeXion.  I.  I  lie  Neceffity  and  Importance  of  free  inquiry. 

Sect  IL  The  Neceffity  of  great  care  and  circumfpetfion  in  our 
inquiries. 

Seft.  ILL  The  neceffity  of  adhering  to  firft  principles. 

SeA.  IV.  A  fair  unprejudiced  Ludy  of  the  feriptures  recom¬ 
mended. 

Se&.  V.  Concluding  reflections. 

c  11  1  T  ,  I?mo*  PP-  H8*  Price  2s.  fewed.  1793. 

Sold  by  Johnfon,  Knot,  Marfom,  and  Thomas,  London, 


Rev.  Joshua  Toulmin,  A.  M.  (a  General  Baptiil)  Taunton. 

1.  Tr;e  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  orProteftantNonconformifts,  from 
tue  Reformation  to  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  with  an 
account  o.  their  Principles ;  their  attempts  for  a  further  Refor- 

“.m  Sharch;  t]leir  Sufferings;  and  the  Lives  and 
Characters  or  their  molt  conhderable  Divines.  Voi  I. 

By  Daniel  Neal,  A.  M. 

A  new  edition,  revifed,  corrected,  and  enlarged. 

To  which  are  prefixed  fome  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  writing 

01  tne  Amhor,  8 vo.  pp.  524.  price  6s.  6d.  Sold  by  Ditty*? 

2.  The  Character  and  Reward  cf  the  faithful  Servant  confident!  and 
improved.  A  fermon  preached  at  Bridgewater,  March  10 
1793’  on  occafion  of  the  much  lamented  death  of  the  Rev! 
I  nomas  Watfon.  8vo.  pp.  32.  price  6d.  Johnfon 

he^fay1  W  plea^ing  iet.ter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Toulmin 

whlcPrnavTend'to  firm ob  ‘®e  ™e.  by  any  hints  or  communication^ 
of  coNTtlnr^  ,mP*ove  ™y  edition  of  Neal,  or  to  aflift  my  dcfwu 
TIMf  '->  n,  ,?  THE  HISTORY  °F  THE  DISSENTERS  TO  THE  PRESENT 

and  Mr.  cVw/V  Bath  LPke  l  Mr‘  <>{  Briftol, 

volume  *  publjfhed,  when  the  price  will  be  advanced.”  EdItor 


*  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  MONTHLY  MEETINGS* 

IN  LONDON  AND  SOUTHWARK 


IN  THE  YEAR  1793* 
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Pi  me. 

To  levin.  j 

O 

To  -preach. 

To  pray. 

Mr.  Booth's 
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Stennett 

*  ’  '  ; 

Swain 

Tho.  Thomas 

Mr.  Tim.  Thomas's 

Feb.  21 

Swain 

Williams 

Rippon 

Mr.  Button’s 

Mar.  21 

Williams 

Tim.  Thomas 

Dore 

Mr.  Dore’s 

Apr.  25 

Tim.  Thomas 

Tho.  Thomas 

Stennett 

Mr.  Martin’s 

May  2  3 

Tho.  ThomasiBurnfide 

Swain 

Mr.  Strain’s 

fune  2o|Burnfide 

Button 

Tim.  Thomas 

Mr.  Pvippon’s 

[uly  2  c; 

1  Button 

Dore 

Booth 

Mr.  Tho.  Thomas’s  Aug.  22 

|Dore 

Rippo n 

Williams 

Dr.  Sten nett’s 

Sep  19  Rippon 

Martin 

Button 

Mr.  Williams’s 

G6t.  2A  Martin 

Booth 

Burnlide 

Mr.  Burnfide’s 

iNov.  21 

Booth 

'Stennett 

Martin 

The  Minifier  of  each  Place  concludes  the  meeting. 


The  Society  at  Cripplegate,  not  being  certain  of  their  con¬ 
tinuing  in  a  church  irate,  wilhcd  to  be  omitted  in  the  lift  of 
Monthly  Meetings  for  1793. 

The  ten  churches  whofe  miniflers  and  meflengers  conftitute 
the  Particular  Baptist  Fund,  (nine  of  which  are  regif- 
ered  in  the  above  lid:),  collected  for  1793,^.620  13  5  llerling  ; 
which  was  diftributed  this  fpring  1794,  to  indigent  pallors, 
churches,  and  Undents,  in  various  parts  of  England  and  Wales. 

Formerly  a  few  of  the  more  affluent  churches  in  the  country, 
made  an  annual  collection,  and  fent  it  to  the  fund  in  London. 
There  feems  to  be  a  growing  inclination  in  feveral  places  to 
revive  that  benevolent  practice.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kinghorn’s 
church  at  Norwich,  lalt  year,  took  the  lead  in  this  bufinefs,  by 
collecting  f.y.  9.  4. — a  circumflance  this  truly  pleaiing,  and 
which  furnlfiies  an  example,  perhaps  worthy  of  being  copied  by 
Siller  Churches  in  the  feveral  counties,  many  of  whom  are  both 
equal  in  number  and  fhperior  in  circumfiances  to  feveral  of  the 
congregations  in  London,  which,  neverthelefs,  always  contribute 
generpufly  to  this  inftitution. 

The  Million  in  Wales  encouraged  as  ufual. 


an  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FOUR  COUNTRY  CASES, 


WHICH  WERE  PATRONISED  IN  LONDON,  I  793- 


J'lacn.  Prefented.  Recommended.  Wanted.  Collected. 


[Roe 

Feb.  6,  1789 

Mar.  j?  1793 

89  15  6 

iWot ton  -under  edge 

May  1,  1 78  9 

June  7 ,  1793 

94  3  8 

94  3  8 

Molsllon 

June  5,  1789 

Aug.  2,  1793 

340  0  0 

!  Shipley 

Oct,  4,  1793 

TOO  0  0 

66  7  0 

(  93  ) 


A  Sketch  of  the  Prefbyterian  Million  in  Nov  a  Scotia,  extra&ed 

from  a  letter  forwarded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  to  Mr.  Rippon. 

THE  General  Associate  Synod,  which  met  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  the  beginning  of  May  laft  year,  are  heartily  grieved  at 
the  reluctance  of  Preachers  to  undertake  Miffions  to  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  whither  they  have  fent  fuch  as  have  been  inclined  to  go 
from  time  to  time.  Among  the  reft  the  Rev.  Mr.  McGregor, 
ordained  by  the  Aflociate  Prefbytery  of  Glafgow,  May  31, 
1786,  was  fent  as  a  Miffionary  to  the  Gaelic  congregation  of 
Pi  don.  Nova  Scotia.  “  His  difinterefted  and  exemplary 
conduCt  in  the  undertaking,  and  his  patient  continuance  in  his 
labours,  refemble  the  fpirit  of  the  primitive  apoftolic  times,” 
and  have  been  attended  “  with  great  fuccefs.”  A  letter  from 
him  was  read  before  the  General  Aflociate  Synod  at  Edinburgh, 
May  3,  1793?  in  which  he  befeeches  that  venerable  body  to  fend 
over  Minifcers  immediately,  more  efpecially  as  a  conflderable 
number  of  emigrants,  chiefly  Roman  Catholics,  from  the  Weft 
Highlands  and  ifles,  are  gone  thither,  who  much  need  the  Gofpel, 
and  ufually  attend  on  his  miniftry — He  fays,  The  affiftance  of 
a  minifter  who  could  fpeak  but  the  Englijh  would  relieve  the 
difficulty,”  as  fuch  a  minifter  might  conduct  public  worlhip  with 
one  half  of  the  people,  while  he  himfelf  is  difpenftng  the  means  of 
grace,  in  another  language,  to  the  reft.  But  he  adds,  That“  if 
the  Synod  were  to  lend  over  prefently  lix  or  feven  Miffionaries, 
there  is  little  reafon  to  fear  they  would  want  labour  or  fufte nance.” 
He  then  endeavours  to  remove  the  objections  which  he  fuppofes 
fome  young  minifters  have  to  an  employment  as  Miffionaries  in 
that  country  ;  arinng  from  the  difagreeablenefs  of  a  long  voyage* 

a  residence  in  a  ftrange  land — the  difficulty  of  leaving  relatives 
and  acquaintance — and  a  probability  ot  being  fuccefsfully  em¬ 
ployed  at  home  He  had  formerly  given  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  climate.  As  to  fog  or  mifl ;  excepting  the  filhing  banks 
round  the  fouth  and  eaft  coafts.  Nova  Scotia,  he  fays,  is  clearer 
than  any  part  that  he  ever  faw  of  Scotland.  As  to  the  rain,  he 
is  confident,  they  have  “  much  lefs  there  than  in  Scotland,  as 
November  is  the  only  month  that  can  be  called  rainy.”  As  to 
'wholefomenefs.  Nova  Scotia  is  the  far  more  wholefome  of  the 
two.  “  There  are  people  here  from  a  variety  of  nations,  and 
it  is  generally  agreed,  that  it  is  the  moft  wholefome  place  they 
have  been  in.”  As  to  the  fencenty  of  the  climate ,  the  winter  is 
fevere,  “  but  not  fo  difagreeable,  nor  hurtful,  as  the  cold,  wet, 
fleety  weather  at  home  ;  nor  have  we  ever  above  three  nights 
fevere  froft  at  once  ;  and  at  any  rate,  our  charming  fpring  "and 
fummer  make  up  fully  for  the  feverity  of  our  winter.  I  believe 
there  is  no  part  of  the  giobe  where  there  is  a  more  beautiful 
fpring  than  in  Nova  Scotia.” 

Mr.  MfGregor  nearly  concludes  his  letter  with  the  following 
warm  and  affe&ionate  addrefs ;  “  My  dear  young  brethren,  let 

me 
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sue  recommend 
is 


extracts  of  letters  from 

America  to 


■  .1  T  n  i  r  .  -  y°«-  Whatever  it  be  to  others,  it 

h  r°f  'villmters  tjiat  I  know  in  the  world.  Only 

e  pi  evailcu  upon  to  come.  You  will  fee  that  every  thin?  which 
feemea  agamft  you  vvtll.be  really  for  you.  The  very  iterance 
of  ihv.  p.opic  yili  be  unfpeakably  m  your  favour;  for  tb  ■*  is 
every  probability  or  your  being  more  fuccefsful  anion;  fur  i,  and 
you  \,  „  nave  a  rar  better  opportunity  of  obferving  the  fuccefs 
ot  y  u.  “'hour  than  ir  you  were  to  enter  into  the  labours  of 
o.uers  or  buila  where  the  foundation  was  previoufiv  laid.  I 
have  been  here  above  fix  years,  in  as  difara-nntageous  circam- 
nances,  I  mppoie,  as  any  whom  the  Synod  ever  fent  to  this  con- 
tmentp  and  though  indeed  I  have  been  in  it,  in  weaknefs,  in 
fear  in  trembling,  yet  I  account  it  the  happieft  thing  that  ever 
befel  me  that  I  was  fent  to  America.  1  had  my  reluctance,  my 
moggie,  ere  1  ,et  oh  ;  but  I  have  reafon  to  blefs  God  while  I 
live,  that  1  was  not  (offered  to  comply  with  the  counsels  of  tip  fh 
and  blood  to  Ray  at  home.  I  am  Ue  that  all  the  world  wodd 
not  keep  you  out  of  America  if  you  only  knew  what  it  vields. 
O  take  am!  fee  that  our  God  is  good.  Only  believe,  and  you 
lliall  fureiy  fee  his  glory,  you  than  fee  it  far  beyond  what  you 
can  expea.  He  will  iupp).y  all  your  need  according  to  his  riches 
%n  glory  by  Chriff  Jefus  He  will  grant  you  more  of  the  unut¬ 
terable  and  glorious  joy  of  faith  in  this  wildernefs  than  in  the 
mod  fplendid  cities  of  Britain.  You  (hall  indeed  be  partakers 
of  the  afflictions  of  the  Gofpel.  Let  this  be  your  joy,  ‘not  your 
difeouragement,  for  no  fuffering  fhali  befal  you  here  but  what 
HiUii  O-  m-amre a  out  to  you  by  infinite  tend-'  rneis,  love  and 
faithfumms ;  and  acco* ciing  to  your  abruty  to  bear  j  and  withal 
counterbalanced  with  exceeding  joy.  Goo  will  make  all  yrace  to 
abound  towards  you,  that  ye  always  having  all-iiifHciency  in  all 
things  may  abound  unto  every  good  work,  being  enriched  in 
every  thing  unto  all  bountiful nefs  to  God's  praife.  I  fhali  not 
fay  that  God  is  better  in  America  than  in  Britain,  but  I  miflake 
it  if  you  fhali  not  find  him  better  to  youT 


Ext  raffs  of  letters  from  Mr.  David  George,  the  Negro 
Minifter,  at  Free  Town ,  Sierra  Leone,  dated  from 
Sept.  13,  to  Oct.  10.  1793. 

After  we  bad  been  in  the  Downs  four  days,  we  failed; 
hut  the  wind  foon  came  a-head,  and  drove  us  almoft  back  to 
our  former  Ration,  where  we  continued  a  fortnight.  We 
then  were  bound  for  Plymouth,  but  running  foul  of  another 
veilel,  our  bowfprit  was  carried  away ;  after  this  we  fprung 
a  leak,  and  we  put  into  Plymouth,  and  got  repaired  again. 
The  day  after  we  put  to  fea  we  were  chafed  by  two  cutters, 
from  early  in  the  morning  till  about  twelve  o’clock,  when 
one  left  us,  but  the  other  began  to  fire  at  us :  we  hove  too 

but 
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MR.  DAVIE)  GEORGE. 


but  when  they  came  up  and  fpoke  with  us  they  were  fatisfieci 
We  now  flood  on  our  pafTage.  Ourtopmaft  was  carried  away 
before  we  came  to  Bulam,  and  there  we  were  on  a  rock  till 
the  tide  rofe  and  got  us  off.  Betore  we  arrived  at  Sierra 
Leone,  our  topmaft  was  carried  away  again,  but  we  got  fafe 
there  on  the  yth  of  Auguft  laid,  about  five  in  the  afternoon; 
and  I  found  my  wife,  ail  my  children,  and  my  congregation 
well.  The  veffel  was  hourly  expended,  but  it  was  thought 
I  would  not  return  fo  foon.  I  was  well  received  by  Mr* 
Downe,  our  Governor;  and  when  the  people  of  the  colony 
heard  that  I  was  come,  they  rejoiced  much,  and  at  my  land¬ 
ing  they  came  down  fo  thick  that  I  could  fcarcely  get  along. 
Some  of  them  took  me  by  the  hand  and  led  me  through.  1 
have  great  reaibn  to  thank  Almighty  God  for  his  goodnefs 
who  carried  me  over  the  leas,  and  returned  me  fafe  home 
again.  ’  I  was  hearty  all  the  homeward  bound  pafTage.  On 
Lord’s  day,  the  nth,  1  preached  in  my  congregation  from 
Thomas’s  words,  John  xx.  28.  My  Lord  and  ?ny  God,  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  feemed  to  give  me  utterance,  and  the 
meeting  was  joyful.  It  is  a  very  healthful  time  with  us  for 
this  part  of  the  year.  There  are  not  many  ill.  We  are  now 
building  on  our  Town  Lots,  and  fome  on  their  Farms  ;  and 
the  people  begin  to  be  feafoned  to  the  country.  They  are 
getting  into  a  good  way,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  on  their 
lands;  and  I  am  in  great  hope  we  fhall  all  do  well  in  a  few 
years.  I  am  very  glad  to  tell  you  that  the  work  of  God  re¬ 
vives  here  among  our  people,  and  I  hope  it  will  begin  among 
the  natives  of  Africa.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  baptizing  one 
perfon  the  firft  of  September,  and  four  more  on  Saturday 
the  6th  of  Odlober.  My  Elders,  Sir,  and  all  the  congre¬ 
gation,  thank  you  for  your  goodnefs  to  me  while  I  was  in 
London,  and  we  all  humbly  give  thanks  to  the  Gentlemen* 
and  every  one  of  the  brothers  in  your  congregation,  and  in 
Others,  for  the  charity  they  have  fliewn  our  church,  in  the 
bleffed  gift  of  a  meeting-houfe,  which  the  Lord  has  put  it 
into  your  hearts  to  make  11s  a  prefent  of and  alfo  for  the 
kind  offer,  that  if  the  Lord  fhould  encline  anyone  of  us  to 

ou  would' 
riend  that 
and  leave 

*  By  home  he  means  England.  When  the  brethren,  Rippon  and  Fearce* 
tvere  collecting  from  him  the  account  of  his  life,  which  appears  in  the 
preceding  volume,  page  473,  they  both  obferved,  that  in  fpeaking  of  this 
country  he  generally  called  it  home  ;  and  being  atked  why  he  did  lo;  he 
replied,  Aim  oft  all  our  people,  in  different  parts  call  it  fo. 

f  He  probably  means  Dr.  Ryiand.  Editor. 


come  home*,  to  get  inffrudtion  in  the  mini  ft  rv,  y 
keep  him  a  year  and  teach  him.  Thank  the  dearF 
ccnfidered  us  in  this  f  ;  we  take  it  as  a  great  favour, 


q6  mission  among  the  heathen. 

to'  *  y 

it  to  the  Lord,  hoping  that  he  may  make  fome  one  of  u § 
fit  to  carry  on  his  great  work,  and  be  ufeful ;  but  a  dire6t 
anfwer  to  this  we  hope  to  fend  in  a  fhort  time.  I  want  to 
hear  from  you,  and  all  the  brothers,  and  all  the  minifters.  I 
want  to  know  how  religion  flourifhes  in  London. 

Pleafe  to  tell  thefe  few  words  to  all  my  friends  in  Chrift, 
and,  after  a  while,  if  the  brothers  want  me  to  come  again, 
you  mud:  let  me  know,  and  I’ll  try  and  come. 

The  church  in  Sierra  Leone,  together  with  me,  ceafe  not 
in  our  prayers  to  make  mention  of  you  all  $  all  the  brothers, 
and  the  filters,  and  all  my  acquaintance  in  London.  Hop¬ 
ing  that  you  will  not  forget  me  and  them  at  a  throne  of 
grace. 

Pleafe  to  forward  the  letters  to  Brother  Geard  of  Hitchin, 
and  Brother  Pearce  of  Birmingham:  and  give  my  heart  love 
to  Brother  Booth  and  Brother  Thomas,  and  to  the  Brother 

~  ;.V 

a  good  way  out,  where  the  Gentlemen  were  fo  kind  to  me*. 


Mission  among  thi  Heathen. 

MefTrs.  Thomas  and  Carey,  with  the  greater  part  of  their 
families,  on  board  the  Maria  PrinceUe,  a  Danifh  Eaft  India-man, 
left  the  Downs,  June  the  10th,  1793.  Getting  under  fail,  they 
had  juft  time  to  write  a  linef,  by  which  it  appears  they  were 
cheerful  and  happy.  Letters  have  been  received  a  few  weeks 
iince  from  Calcutta,  by  Mrs.  Thomas’s  friends,  written  October 
lad.  Mr.  Rippon  has  others,  which  were  written  a  little  after, 
from  the  fame  place  ;  the  laft  of  them,  dated  Nov.  8,  1793. 
This  intimates,  “  That  the  Earl  of  Oxford  Eaft  India-man  had 
arrived,  and  that  our  Miffionaries  were  expended  hy  the  next  jhips d1 
The  friends  of  thefe  good  men,  in  London  and  the  country, 
are  now  every  day  hoping  to  hear  of  their  fafe  arrival  about  that 
time.  It  is  pleafmg  to  add.  That  Mr.  Fuller,  the  w  orthy  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Society,  fpends  moft  of  this  month  X  in  town  col¬ 
lecting  for  the  fupport  of  the  miffion,  and  meets  with  very  good 
encouragement. 

*  He  means  Mr.  Walker,  Minifter  at  Saffron  Walden,  Melfrs  Searlcg 
the  Bankers  in  that  town,  and  Mr,  B.  Cleaver  of  Newport,  near  Walden, 
•f  It  is  printed  above  in  page  30  of  this  Number, 
l  May  1794. 
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Rev*  Caleb  Harris,  Llanwenartb. 

The  Rev.  Caleb  Harris  was  born  at  New-caftle  in  Emlun, 
a  town  in  Carmarthenftnre,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Teivy. 
He  was  baptized  about  1738,  and  joined  the  Baptift  chuich 
then  under  the  paftoral  care  of  that  eminent  mirdfter  of  the 
gofpel ,  the  Rev*  Enoch  Francis,  father  to  the  prefent  Rev. 
Jonathan  Francis  for  many  years  pallor  of  the  Baptift  church 
at  Pen-y-vai,  Glamorganihire;  and  to  the  Rev*  Benjamin 
Francis,  pallor  at  Horfley,  Gloucefterfhire.  Meftrs.  Ch 
Harris,  and  Jonathan  Francis,  were  both  baptised  at  the 
fame  time..  Not  long  after,  Mr.  Harris  removed  to  Aber¬ 
gavenny,  in  M  on  mouth  fh  ire,  where  he  fettled,  and  had  a 
difmiflion  to  the  Baptift  church  at  Lianwenarth,  near  that 
town. 

He  was  a  very  feriotis,  folid,  hopeful  young  man,  and  was 
prevailed  upon  to  exercife  his  talents,  in  a  probationary  way, 
about  1742.  In  February  1742-3,  Rev.  Roger  David,  the 
paftor  at  Lianwenarth,  died ;  and  in  about  fix  weeks  after, 
it  pleafed  God  to  make  another  breach  there,  by  the  deceafe 
of  Rev.  William  Meredith,  aged  about  eighty,  who  had 
been  foi  many  j  ears  a  woithy  laborious  ailiftant,  and  a  very 
acceptable  help  in  the  miniftry  among  the  different  branches  of 
the  church,  which,  in  his  time,  lay  very  wide,  and  are  fincc 
formed  into  feparate  churches  ;  yet  his  modefty  wasfuch,  that 
he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  be  ordained*  7 

As  to  Mr.  Harris,  the  church  thought  him  too  young  in  the 
miniftry  at  that  time,  to  fuftam  the  paftjral  care;  therefore 
they  invited  the  Rev.  I  homas  Edwards  to  that  charge,  which 
he  accepted.  He  was  a  very  amiable  young  man,  a  member 
at  Blaenau,  a  neighbouring  church.  Thus  they  were  again 
happily  fettled  in  a  paftor,  and  Mr.  Harris  aftifted  him.  He 
was  an  excellent  preacher,  of  a  very  meek  temper,  and  ex¬ 
emplary  convention,  but  was  faft  declining  in  health,  and 
ripening  apace  for  a  better  world.  He  finilhed  his  work  and 
warfare  in  the  fummer  of  1746,  aged  but  34.  Rey.  Miles 
Edvvards,  now  paftor  at  Trofnant,  near  Pontypool,  is  his  fon. 

Mr.  G.  Harris  had  exercifed  with  acceptance  for  about 
hve  years,  and  now  the  church  defired  him  to  accept  the 
paftoral  care:  with  his  ufual  modefty  he  complied,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  difeharge  the  tjruft  repofed  in  him  as  long  as  bodily 
'  Nov-  *794-  h  ftrength 
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ftrength  continued,  which  was  about  forty-four  years  aftei 
his  ordination  ;  thefe,  with  the  five  before  it,  make  his  fer-*' 
vices  in  this  church  of  near  fifty  years  continuance. 

Mr.  ITs  parents  defigned  their  foil  for  bufinefs,  and  edu¬ 
cated  him  with  no  other  view.  After  he  began  to  preach,  he 
had  no  further  literary  advantages  but  what  he  obtained  from 
clofe  application.  He  was  naturally  modeft,  of  a  weakly 
conflitution,  and  feldom  went  much  abroad.  He  drew 
up  the  Circular  Letter  in  1747,  and  preached  at  the  Aflocia- 
tions  in  1752,  and  1754. 

About  1750,  and  after,  Mr.  C.  Harris  was  much  exercifed 
with  an  uneafinefs  that  arofe  in  the  church  concerning  the 
dodtrines  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  proper  Deity  of  Chrift. 
Several  minifters  were  invited  to  afiift  in  fettling  that  difpute, 
amono*  whom  the  Writer  of  this  was  one  *.  The  late  Dr. 

O 

Jofeph  Stennett  happening  to  come  into  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  uneafinefs*  preached  upon  the  fubjeef  with  great 
concern.  The  debate  gradually  ceafed,’  and  peace  was  reftored,- 
Mr.  Harris  was  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  commonly  received 
doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  proper  Divinity  of  our 
Lord  Jefus.  Though  he  did  not  often  go  abroad,  he  had 
much  care  at  home  for  many  years,  with  little  help,  except 
now  and  then  occalionally.  The  chief  afti  fiance  he  received 
in  the  miniftry  was  from  Mr.  Morgan  Harris,  a  very  valuable 
young  man,  whofe  father,  of  the  fame  name,  and  grandfather 
Mr.  John  Harris  f,  had  been  very  worthy  and  excellent 
paftors  of  the  church  at  Blaenau.*  Mr.  Morgan  Harris, 
father  of  the  Morgan  Harris  who  afiifted  Mr.  C.  Harris,  was 
very  acceptable  at  home  and  abroad  among  ail  the  Baptifi: 
churches  in  Wales.  His  minifterial  gifts,  his  great  prudence, 
with  his  meek  and  courteous  behaviour,  rendered  him  very 
engaging  wherever  he  was  known.  But  after  a  precarious 
if  ate  "of  health,,  he  finiflied  his  courfe  in  February  1746-7* 
a o;ed  about  42.  He  left  one  infant,  whofe  name  was  John, 
and  the  mother  with  child  of  another,  which  proved  alfo  to 
be  a  fon,  and  was  c 
conftitution,  rather 
pious  young  man,  c  y  ^ 
excellent  temper  and  behaviour.  He  became  a  member  at 
Llanwenarth ;  was  regulaily  called  to- the  miniftry  in  1774? 
and  ordained  in  1779  .0  afiift  the  feeble  pafto.-  Mr.  L.  Han  is  j 
and  an  agreeable  help  he  was  j  but  he  died  in  the  beginning 
of  1790,  about  43  years  of  age.  He  left  a  fon,  an  infant. 


•ILd  Morgan.'  Morgan  was  of  a  weakly 
more  fa  than  his  father,  but  a  remarkably 
f  very  good  u-nderftanding,  and  of  a  mok 


*  Rev.  Jofhua  Thomas,  of  Lecm  nfte’-.  17 tutor. 

4  Of  this  excellent  man,  Mr.  johi  Har  is,  fee  ail  account 
I^iitory  of  the  Welih  Allocution,  page 
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Mr.  C.  Harris,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Morgan  Harris  his 
afliftant,  preached  but  ieldom.  His  daughter,  an  only 
child,  is  married  to  Mr.  John  Harris,  named  already  ;  they 
live  in  Abergavenny*  The  latter  part  of  his  time  the  father 
removed  to  them,  to  be  under  the  tender  care  of  his  daughter. 
He  was  tranquil  and  comfortable  in  mind  under  the  gradual 
decays  of  nature,  and  had  the  life  of  his  faculties  to  the  lair. 
He  departed  thislifeon  the  27th  of  May  1792,  in  the  7  7th  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  interred  in  the  burying  ground  of  the 
meetrng-houfe  at  Llanwenarthi  His  fucce’for,  according  to 
his  defire,  preached  his  funeral  ferrnon,  in  Wellh,  from 
t  Cor.  xv.  55,  56,  57.  and  Mr.  Morgan  Rees  preached  it 
on  the  fame  words,  in  Englifh. 


Mr.  Thomas  Adams, 

A  Deacon  of  the  Raptift  church,  at  Leomtnjler . 

This  good  man  finifhed  his  courfe  on  theaift  of  April 
^79^5  aged  70  yea's,  in  tne  comfortable  view  of  his  interefb 
in  Chrift,  and  a  glorious  eternity.  He  filled  his  office  near 
thirty  years,  till  he  was  rendered  unable  by  the  decays  of 
nature.  On  the  evening  or  the  firft  ordinance  day  that 
he  was  confined  at  home  by  weaknefs,  he  faid  to  his  paftor, 
who  called  in  the  evening  to  fee  him,  “  This  is  the  firft 
ordinance  day  that  I  have  been  abfent  from  the  table  fince 
I  joined  the  church.”— Then  he  added,  “  I  always  contrived 
affairs  beforehand  fo  as  not  to  be  abfent  on  Lord’s  Supper 
day  -..  A  confiderable  part  of  nis  time  he  was  a  farmer 
about  four  miles  from  the  town,  yet  he,  and  Mrs.  Adams* 
confcientioufly  obferved  that  caution,  Not  for f akin?  the  affem- 
blmg  of  yourfelves  together  as  the  manner  of  fome  is.  Both 
of  them  carefully,  and  in  good  time,  attended  the  houfe  of 
God,  on  Lord’s  days,  and  week  days  alfo ;  and  after  th-ir 
refidence  in  town  they  were  equally  exemplary  in  this  rTieH 
though  they  had  many  cares,  and  a  family ff  ten  TkEm 
Mrs.  Adams  died  on  the  14th  of  March  1791,  aged  57.  "  * 


Rev.  John  Nutt  all,  Goodjhaw  Chapel,  Lancafliire. 

Mr.  John  Nuttall  was  paftor  of  the  Particular  Baptift 
Church,  at  Goodftviw  Chapel.  He  began  his  labours  in  this 
neighbourhood  in  the  year  1747  :  by  his  miniftry  the  church 
was  rafted,  and  he  commenced  ptftor  of  it  about  1749.  and 
left  it  in  a  fiounfliing  (late  at  the  time  of  his  exit,  which 

H  2  was 
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v/as  March  30,  1792.  He  was  found  in  the  gofpel ;  preached 
it  faithfully,  continued  in  itfteadily,  was  made  ufeful  to  many; 
and  although  he  was  not  without  his  failings,  yet  he  was  judged 
to  be  a  truly  pious  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in 
whom  he  trufled  for  falvation.  Fie  is  fucceeded  in  hi* 
office  by  Mr.  John  Pilling,  ordained  the  firll  of  May,  1793, 
who  is  a  prom ii mg  young  man,  and  likely  to  be  ufefuh 

- — «■"— — — - - 

Rev.  John  Parker,  JVainfgate ,  near  Halifax.* 


Mr.  John  Parker  was  born  at  Barnoldfwick,  near  Coin, 
March  10,  1725,0.8.  He  was  the  fon  of  Thomas  Parker, 
a  native  of  Ireland.  When  he  was  about  eleven  years  of  age, 
his  father  fixed  him  in  a  family  then  refiding  at  Stocks,  about 
three  miles  from  the  above  named  village.  Here  he  continued 
21  long  time ;  in  the  latter  part  of  which,  his  gravity  and  feii— 
oufnefs  were  fuch  as  cau fed  him  to  be  botn  feared  and  loved. 

Mr.  Parker  was  brought  under  ferious  impreffions  when 
he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  this  early  part  of  life 
he  was  long  confined  by  a  diforder  which  affedted  his  i.mbs  , 
but  the  affliction  was  in  mercy,  for  it  pleafed  God,  during^ 
his  confinement,  to  bring  him  to  a  deep  lenfe  of  the  evn  of 
fin,  and  to  give  a  turn  to  his  mind  and  thoughts  which  was, 
in  a  courfe  of  time,  productive  of  the  happieit  effects.  ^But 
bein'r  incapable  of  attending  the  public  means  of  inftiuction, 
though  he  was  awakened  to  an  awful  apprehenfion  of  his 
deplorable  condition  as  a  finner,  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
falvation  by  Tefus  Chrift.  For  a  long  time  he  had  fore 
and  heavy  conflicts  in  his  mind.  He  read  his  Bible  with 
great  diligence,  and  cried  to  God  for  his  gracious  guidance, 
and  for  the  pardon  of  his  fins  ;  but  found  no  immediate  relief. 
Sometimes  he  thought  his  cafe  abfolutely  hopelefs,  and  was 
dreadfully  haraffed  by  temptation,  and  diftrafted  with  blafphe- 
mous  and  atheiftical  thoughts.  About  this  time  a  preffing 
invitation  was  given  him  to  go  and  hear  that  eminent  mimfter 
in  the  Eftablifhment,  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Grimfhaw,  of  Ha¬ 
worth  Mr.  Parker  was  veryjduHant  to  go,  partly  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  lamenefs  which  ftjll  attended  him,  and  partly  be- 
caufe  he  had  hut  very  faint  hopes  of  obtaining  any  benefit 
The  re  quell  was  urged  again  and  again,  with  the  nromile  ol 
a  horfe  to  ride  on.  He  at  length  complied  ;  and  it  pleafed  the 
Almighty  fo  to  illuminate  his  benighted  mind  by  the  dilcouik. 


This  account  of  Mr.  Parker  is  taken  from  HU  life  ami  letters,  late.y 
lifted  by  the  Rev.  John  Fawcett,  A.  M.-A  work  which  cannot  be 

wn  without  being  highly  efteemed.  c.uiiok, 


REV.  JOHN  PARKER, 


IOI 


V.e  then  heard,  that,  it  is  believed,  he  never  afterwards  fuqk 
into  his  former  defpondency.  Mr.  Grimfhaw,  who  was  at 
that  time  expounding  the  thirty-nine  articles,  was  to  him  a 
meffenger  of  peace,  while  he  fhewed  how  the  guilty  fons  of 
men  are  pardoned  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
came  to  leek  and  to  lave  that  which  was  loft.  This  was  good 
news  to  our  young  convert.  He  heard  with  aftonifhment  and 
joy  of  that  divine  expedient  which  infinite  wifdom  has  con¬ 
trived,  through  which  God  can  be  j  uft,  and  yet  the  juftifier  of 
him  that  believeth  in  Jefus.  lie  law  the  fitnefs  of  the  re¬ 
medy  to  his  own  cafe,  and,  believing  the  teftimony  of  God 
concerning  his  Son,  experienced  that  peace  which  the  gofpel 
adminifters  to  a  wounded  confcience.  The  dotftrine  of  a 
finner’s  juftification  by  the  per  fed!  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift* 
now  much  engaged  his  attention.  His  diftance  from  Ha¬ 
worth  prevented  his  frequent  attendance  there:  However, 
when  he  was  fomewhat  better  able  to  walk  abroad,  he  went 
to  feveral  different  places  of  worihip  nearer  home.  But  while 
he  wiftied  to  hear  of  complete  falvation  by  grace,  he  found 
that  the  prevailing  and  fafhionable  mode  of  preaching  led  men 
to  depend  for  acceptance  with  God,  not  on  the  atonement  of 
the  Redeemer,  but  on  their  own  fmcere  obedience  ;  or  if  they 
have  failed  in  that,  on  their  repentance,  and  purpofes  of 
amendment. 

This  difquieted  him  much  ;  he,  therefore,  mpdeftly  intro¬ 
duced  himfelf  into  the  company  of  one  or  two  of  thole  clergy¬ 
men  on  whofe  miniftrations  he  then  attended,  hoping  to  obtain 
more  fatisfadlion  from  them  in  private  conference,  refpedlin*- 
the  important  points  above  mentioned,  than  he  had  done  from 
their  public  preaching;  but  to  his  great  mortification,  he 
found  himfelf  difappointed. 

It  feems  about  this  time,  he  began  to  hear  that  judicious, 
ftcady,  and  eminent  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  late  Mr. 
Alvery  Jackfon,  paftor  of  th  e  Baptift  church  at  Barnoldfwick  ; 
aiiQ  iie  jest  tne  eitabiifhed  churcn  with  great  reludfance  ;  for 
he  had  a  ftrong  attachment  to  it;  but  by  degrees  his  preju¬ 
dices  again!!  jjifienters  were  overcome,  as  he  found  Mr. 
Jackfon  s  preaching,  and  manner  of  life,  conformable  to  the 
faciea  fenptures.  At  length,  he  commenced  a  member  of 
the  fociety,  united  together  under  his  pa  floral  care  :  And  as 
he  fpent  much  of  his  leifure  time  in  reading  his  Bible,  in  de¬ 
votional  exercifes,  and  converfation  with  thofe  who  feared 
God,  he  made  Ipeedy  advances  in  knowledge  and  piety.  Mr. 
Jackfon,  who  was  a  man  of  great  reading,  and  very  confider- 
abie  abilities,  being  delighted  with  the  company  of  his  youn<* 
friend,  and  conceiving  favourable  hopes  of  his  future  ufefui- 
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nefs  in  public,  took  great  pains  for  the  cultivation  and  im^ 
provement :  of  his  mind.  1  he  worthy  man’s  labours  of  love 
weie  not  id  bedowed ;  for  our  young  friend  profited  much 
by  them,  and  always  fpoke  of  Mr.  Jackfon  with  great  refpedl 
and  veneration. 

In  the  year  1 7 5 3>  Parker  was  called  to  the  work  of 

the  mini ihry.  When  it  was  frd  mentioned  to  him,  being 
imprefled  with  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  inability,  he  trem¬ 
bled  at  toe  idea  of  appearing  m  a  public  charadler.  The  un¬ 
wearied  importunity  of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged,  at 
length  prevailed  on  him  to  attempt  to  expound  and  improve 
fonie  portion  of  God’s  word.  But  his  inward  difcourage- 
nienis  dill  .prevailed,  and  his  moded  diffidence  induced  him 
to  form  a  refolution  to  make  no  farther  trial ;  this  refolution, 
however,  was  at  length  over  ruled,  and  it  might  be  faid  ai¬ 
med  literally,  that  Mr.  Parker  was  thruft  forth  to  labour  in 
the  vineyard. 

Befides  preaching  occafionally  at  Barnoldfwick,  and  other 
places,  he  was  rendered  very  ufeful  to  a  people  in  Bolland, 
The  Lord  rendered  him  acceptable  wherever  he  came,  and 
made  him  the  inftrument  of  turning  many  to  righteoufnefs. 
Mr.  J  ackfon  died  Dec.  311  1763?  and  our  edeemed  friend, 
the  year  after,  was  fettled  as  the  minifter  and  pador  of  the 
church  and  congregation  at  Barnoldfwick.  Here  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  labour  with  diligence,  fidelity  and  fervour,  for  many 
years;  till,  by  afffdfion,  being  rendered  quite  incapable  of 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  refigned  it. 

Wherever  he  came,  it  was  dill  his  endeavour  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  thofe  who  were  near  him.  He  did  not  aflame 
an  air  of  auderity  and  morofenefs;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  mild,  gentle,  affable  and  chearful  in  converfation.  He 
had  the  peculiar  felicity  of  gaining  the  attention  of  the  com¬ 
pany  into  which  he  occafionally  fell,  and  indrudfed  or  ad- 
monidied  them  without  exciting  their  difgud,  or  kindling 
their  refentment.  He  laboured  to  excel  in  the  art  of  winning 
fouls  ;  and  dudied  how  he  might,  within  the  limits  of  a  good 
confcience,  become  all  things  to  all  men,  that  by  all  means 
he  might  lave  forne.  In  the  families  where  he  was  at  any 
time  providentially  cad,  the  young  children,  and  even  the 
fervants  and  dependents  were  regarded  by  him  ;  he  gently 
hinted  indruction.  to  them,  and  offered  up  fuitable  petitions 
to  God  on  their  behalf;  for  he  made  it  his  practice  to  join  in 
focial  worfhip  with  thofe  who  entertained  him  at  their  table, 
or  occafionally  furnifhed  him  with  a  bed.  The  great  end  he 
had  in  view  in  his  preaching,  he  alfo  fought  to  promote  by 
his  friendly  vifits  3  and  thus  he  feconded  in  the  parlour  what  he 
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advanced  in  the  pulpit.  In  the  gift  of  public  prayer,  Mr.  Parker 
excelled  mod:  men  in  his  connexions.  While  add  r  effing 
God  his  foul  feemed  to  expand  and  delight  itfelf,  as  in  its 
proper  element.  Without  being  tedious,  he  offered  up  pe¬ 
titions  fuked  to  the  cafes  of  ail  prefent,  in  fuch  a  ftream  of 
devout  and  unaffected  eloquence,  that,  to  adopt  the  language 
of  the  late  Marquis  of  Halifax,  concerning  feme  of  his  co- 
temporaries,  u  A  man  would  be  inclined  to  believe  that 
heaven  itfelf  dictated  his  words  to  him.”  The  reafon  why  he 
excelled  in  this  happy  talent  was,  in  all  probability,  his 
being  fo  much  habituated  to  devotional  exercifes  in  private ; 
where,  from  day  today,  he  poured  out  his  foul  before  God, 
for  him  fell,  for  his  friends  whole  caies  he  particulaily  re- 
membered,  for  the  whole  church,  and  for  all  men.  The  pofture 
he  chofe  in  his  hours  of  retirement,  at  leaf!  frequently,  was 
that  of  proftrating  himfelf  with  his  face  to  the  ground.  This 
poffure  he  thought  mo  ft  becoming  an  unworthy  ftnful  crea¬ 
ture  in  addrefling  the  molt  high  God.  In  the  year  1755? 
Mr.  Parker  was  married  to  Mary  Atkinfon,  who  was  to  him 
an  induftrious  faithful  and  affectionate  companion  to  the  end 
of  his  pilgrimage,  and  who  is  now  waiting  in  patient  expecta¬ 
tion  to  rejoin  him  in  a  better  world.  He  was  a  pattern  of 
conjugal  tendernefs  ;  always  difcovering  the  greateft  regard 
for  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  fympathizing  with  her  in  all  her 
infirmities,  ever  fpeaking  kindly  to  her  when  prefent,  and 
well  of  her  when  ab  fen  t ;  ft  riving  to  make  her  comfortable, 
and  endeavouring  to  promote  her  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel¬ 
fare.  As  a  paftor  to  the  flock,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
made  him  overfeer,  he  was  diligent,  peaceable,  affeCtionate, 
and  faithful.  He  gave  full  proof  that  he  fought  not  theirs 
but  them;  being  content  with  a  fmail  contribution  from  them 
for  his  fupport. 

Though  he  was  fteady  in  his  own  religious  fentiments, 
and  held  faff  what  he  looked  upon  to  be  the  truth,  yet  he  was 
very  candid  to  thole  who  differed  from  him  in  doCIrine  or 
praCtice,  leaving  them  the  fame  liberty  to  think  and  judge  for 
themfelves,  which  he  knew  he  had  a  right  to  take. 

It  pleafed  God  to  exercife  him  with  heavy  and  manifold 
affli&lons.  His  conftitution  was  greatly  injured  in  his  youth  ; 
the  effeCts  of  which  attended  him  through  life,  and  followed 
him  to  the  grave.  For  lome  years,  he  was  rendered  incap¬ 
able  of  attending  ftatedly  to  the  duties  of  his  minifterial  of- 
flee,  by  a  complication  of  diforders,  chiefly  of  the  nervous 
kind.  He  was  frequently  convulfed,  and  affected  with  a 
fhivering,  like  that  of  a  perfon  in  a  ftrong  fit  of  the  ague. 
Thefe  afflictions  Qccafioned  his  refigning  the  paftoral  office 
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at  Barnoldi  wick,  and  with  it  he  gave  up  all  dependence  upon  the 
people  for  fupport.  He  had  a  fmall  plot  of  land  at  Lees,  where 
he  refided,  which  furmfhed  him  with  the  means  of  keeping  two 
01  three  Cows;  and  through  prudence,  indultry  and  oeco- 
nomy,  together  with  fome  tokens  of  kindnefs  from  his  dillant 
friends,  his  want-;,  and  thofe.of  his  family,  were  comfortably 
fuppiied*  For  fome  time  he  continued  in  a  great  meafurc 
filert  w  th  rclpeft  to  preaching.  But  it  pleafod  God  fo  for  to 
mitigate  his  complaints,  that  he  accepted  the  invitations  of  his 
chrilHan  friends,  and  began  to  make  little  excurfions,  and  to  of¬ 
ficiate  as  afupply  in  fuch  congregations  as  needed  his  afiiftance, 
T.  his  afforded  him  many  agreeable  interviews  with  thofewho 
highly  refpedted  him,  and  for  whom  lie  had  an  equal  regard,  and 
contributed  ■  o  the  recruiting  of  his  health  and  fpirits.  It  feems 
that  in  the  year  1790,  he  accepted  of  an  invitation  from 
the  fociety  at  Wainfgate,  in  Wadfworth,  near  Halifax,  to 
remove  to  them  with  his  family,  and  be  their  ftated  minifter. 
Here  this  worthy  man  was  to  end  his  days.  So  long  as  he  had 
lire og th  and  health  to  do  it,  he  not  only  preached  publicly  on 
the  Lord’s  clays,  but  more  privately  from  houfe  to  houfej 
where  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  addreffing  thofe  who 
neglecled  public  ordinances  ;  and  thus,  like  the  great  apoflle^ 
he  warned  every  man,  and  exhorted  every  man  night  and  day 
with  tears. 

He  was  far  from  feeking  to  amufe  his  hearers  with  lofty 
notions,  and  fwelling  words  of  vanity.  He  ufed  great  plafo¬ 
nd's  of  fpeech  in  delivering  the  moft  important  of  all  meflages, 
and,  by  fincerity  and  integrity,  commended  himfelf  to  every 
man’s  confcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  Though  he  feidom, 
if  ever,  wrote  his  fermons,  it  was  evident  to  every  attentive 
hearer,  that  what  he  delivered  was  not  crude  and  undigefled, 
but  the  refult  of  the  ciofell  thought.  In  all  his  difcourfes  he 
purfued  a  regular  plan,  fupported  every  doctrine  he  advanced 
by  proofs  judicioufly  lelecfed  from  the  facred  feriptures,  and 
illuftrated  his  meaning  by  apt  and  linking  fimilies.  It  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  that  his  abilities  in  the  pulpit  always  fhonc 
with  the  fame  degree  of  fplendour.  He  had  his  dark  as  well 
as  his  lucid  intervals.  But  when  he  was  under  a  favourable 
gale,  and  his  fubjedt  peculiarly  interefting,  who  could  hear 
him  without  aftonifhment !  It  was  a  feaft  divine  to  fit  under* 
the  found  of  his  voice  at  fuch  feafons.  A  torrent  of  facred 
eloquence,  iffuing  from  the  fervour  ol  his  mind,  feemed  to 
carry  away  the  hearts  of  his  hearers  before  it.  "I  his  was 
eminently  the  cafe  in  the  vigorous  part  of  his  life  ;  yet,  when 
be  was  enfeebled  with  difeafe,  and  decrepit  with  age.  Ins 
preaching  exhibited  a  pidturg  of  dignity  in  ruins. 
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As  he  was  deeply  imprefled  with  the  importance  of  the 
mefiage  he  had  to  deliver,  he  did  not  degrade  it  by  coarfeneis, 
and  inelegance  of  language.  Men  of  learning  and  rehne- 
ment  have  been  heard  to  declare,  That  they  were  much  pleat- 

ed  and  edified  by  his  difeouifes. 

As  to  his  religious  fentiments,  they  were  fhofe  we  com- 
inonlv  diftinguiih  by  the  name  of  moderate  C^lvjnifm.  His 
ftrain  of  preaching  was  experimental  and  practical.  .  He 
laboured  moft  affiduoufly  and  conftantly,  to  inform  the  igno¬ 
rant)  to  quicken  and  roufe  the  fee  are,  to  direift  the  humble 
inquirer)  to  comfort  the  mourner,  to  exalt  the  divine  Re¬ 
deemer)  and  to  promote  that  vital  and  practical  holin',  fs, 
without  which  no  man  (hall  Ice  the  Lord.  He  teftifieu  to 
ali,  the  nature,  he  neceffity,  the  importance,  and  the  proper 
fruits  of  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  He  dwelt  on  the  obligations  under  which  the  fub- 
je&s  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  lie,  to  obey  his  laws,  and  to  be 
conformed  to  his  example.  L  you  would  have  deprived  this 
good  man  of  his  chief  delight,  you  muff  have  debarred  him 
from  fpending  his  ftrength  in  the  fervice  of  his  divine  Mailer: 
his  work  was  his  reward. 

The  very  night  before  that  in  which  he  expired,  he  was  re¬ 
markably  cheerful  in  the  company  of  a  few  of  his  friends, 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  encourage  in  the  way  of  hohnefs, 
and  to  eftabiifh  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  The  following  day 
’he  wi fned  to  be  alone,  that  his  meditations  on  approaching 
glory  might  not  be  interrupted.  Death  to  him  had  loft  its 
terrors,  and  appeared  with  a  mild  and  gentle  afped.  Thelaft 
enemy  he  could  welcome  as  his  friend. 

It  had  long  been  his  defire,  with  fub  million  to  the  divine 
Will,  that  by  might  finifh  his  labours  and  his  life  nearly  to¬ 
gether  And  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  his  requeft. 
When  h.  had  difcharged  the  duties  of  the  very  day  on  which 
he  expired,  he  went  to  reft,  lilently  fell  afleep  in  his  Saviour’s 
ar  r.s,  and  had  a  quick  tranfition  from  this  world  to  another. 
Who  can  forbear,  on  inch  an  occafion,  to  fay, 

Life  take  thy  chance,  but  O  for  fuch  an  end  ! 

The  laft  time  Mr.  Parker  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  which 
was  but  a  few  days  before  he  was  called  to  receive  his  re¬ 
ward,  as  if  he  had  known  that  his  end  was  fo  near,  he  preach¬ 
ed  from  that  memorable  text,  Phil.  i.  21.  IC  For  to  me  to  live 
is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain.”  J^oth  parts  of  it  were  ex¬ 
emplified  in  him.  Chrift  was  h:s  life  while  he  lived,  and 
death  was  his  pin  when  he  died. 


Mr. 


the  obituary,  1793. 

^r^er  on  the  29th  of  May  1793,  in  the  6qtf| 
&  0  ,  ^1S  ^se*  On  the  3d  of  June,  he  was  interred  at  Barrie 
o.diWiCi^,  where  he  had  fpent  the  greated  part  of  his  life.  A 
great ^concourfe  of  people  aflembied  on  the  occafion,  to  take 
tneir  nnal  leave  of  a  man  fo  much,  and  fo  generally  refpedted ; 
«nd  tney  were  addreded  from  the  pulpit,  in  a  difeourfe  found-* 
eAp/,n  ^le  worc*s  01  apod!e  Paul  to  the  elders  at  Ephefus, 
xx.  25.  C£  And  now  behold,  I  know  that  ye  all,  among 
vvhorn  I  have  gone  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  fhall  fee 
my  face  no  more.5’  It  was  afolernm  feafon,  and  perhaps  will 
not  be  foon  forgotten.  A  funeral  fermon  was  delivered  at 
Waimgate,  the  Sabbath  following,  June  o,  from  the  words 
vve  have  already  mentioned,  which,  itfeems,  had  dwelt  much 
on  Mr.  Pai ker’s  mind  for  fome  of  the  laid  days  of  his  life,. 
Phil-  i-  21.  “  For  to  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain.” 
In  compliance  with  the  requed  of  his  much  loved  friend,  the 
Eev.  Mr.  F awcett,  fen,  was  employed  in  tne  mournful  office 
on  both  occasions.  Mr.  Parker  was  of  the  middle  fize,  pretty 
ftrong  made,  and  well  built;  bi-t  he  rather  flopped  a  little  in 
tne  (boulders.  He  had  a  good  deal  of  colour  in  his  face, 
which  was  the  effect  of  a  fcorbutic  habit.  His  hair  was 
foft  and  draight,  of  a  light  colour  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
then  grey,  and  at  la  ft  as  white  as  wool,  till  by  little  and  little, 
it  aimed  all  fell  off.  His  eyes  were  frequently  attended 
with  a  little  incarnation.  But  in  the  year  1791,  he  had  a 
fever  which  aimed:  deprived  him  of  his  fight,  and  rendered 
him  ever  after  incapable  of  renovating  his  ideas  by  reading 
the  facred  feriptures ;  but  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
them  that  he  could  dill  preach,  though  he  lamented  that  he 
could  not  fee  the  audience  before  him. 

In  the  immediate  views  of  death,  we  fee  in  him  nothin^  of 
the  inienl ibility  o f  the  Stoic,  the  levity  of  Petronius,  or  the 
fluctuation  of  Socrates;  but  a  mixture  of  folemn  awe,  true 
fortitude,  rational  tranquility,  and  lively  hope — Hope  found¬ 
ed,  not  on  his  own  religious  attainments,  but  on  the  all  - 
fufficient  Redeemer,  and  his  perfect  righteoufnefs.  Mr.  Ad- 
difon  has  juflly  obferved,  that  u  There  is  nothing  in  hi  dory 
which  is  fo  improving  to  the  reader,  as  thofe  accounts  which 
we  meet  with  of  the  deaths  of  eminent  perfons,  and  of  their 
behaviour  in  that  dreadful  feafon,” 

Dr.  Young,  fpeaking  of  the  death-bed  of  the  jud,  has 
the  following  ftriking  and  energetic  lines ; 

The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate* 

Is  privileg’d  beyond  the  common  walk 
Of  virtuous  life,  quite  in  the  verge  of  heaven. 

Fly,  ye  profane!  if  not,  draw  near  with  awe* 
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For  here  refiftlefs  demonftration  dwells. 

You  fee  the  man,  you  fee  his  hold  on  heaven. 

His  God  fuftains  him  in  his  final  hour  1 
His  final  hour  bring!  glory  to  his  God  1 
Sweet  peace,  and  heav’nly  hope,  and  humble  joy. 
Divinely  beam  on  his  exalted  foul, 

Peftru&ion  gild,  and  crown  him  for  the  Ikies, 

With  incommunicable  luflre  bright. 

We  gaze,  we  weep  ;  mixt  tears  of  grief  and  joy  1 
Amazement  ftrikes !  devotion  bunds  to  flame  1 
Chriftians  adore  1  and  Infidels  believe  1 

Mr.  Parker  never  profefled  to  be  a  poet,  but  as  fo  many  of 
our  chriftian  friends  have  of  late  been  bereaved,  tne  iubfh- 
quent  fpecimen  of  his  eafy  verfe  on  the  death  of  a  very  amia¬ 
ble  minifter,  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

Confolatory  Verfes  fent  to  Mrs.  Ann  Slee,  on  the  death 
of  her  hufband,  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Siee  f,  who  departed  this 
life,  Jan.  13,  1784,  at  Haworth,  in  Yorkfhire. 

Did  Abra  m,  at  the  call  of  God, 

Lay  his  dear  Ifaac  on  the  wood. 

Nor  once  refufe  to  lift  his  hand. 

To  Hay  the  youth,  at  his  command  ? 

Why  then  fhould  you  refufe  to  part 
With  Ifaac ,  though  lb  near  your  heart  ? 

Why  grieve  to  fee  your  hufband  die. 

When  Jefus  calls  him  to  the  fky? 


Although  his  fun  went  down  at  noon, 

Jlis  deftin’d  work  on  earth  was  done  ; 

He’s  now  releas’d  from  ev’ry  pain. 

And  freed  from  ev’ry  moral  ftain. 

His  groans  no  more  affedl  your  ears. 

Excite  your  pity,  or  your  tears; 

His  fighs  no  more  your  bowels  move. 

Nor  wound  your  fympathetic  love. 

He  now  has  reach’d  the  peaceful  fhore, 
WThere  Horrny  billows  rage  no  more. 

And  could  he  fpeak  to  you,  he’d  fay, 
ff  O  weep  not  o’er  my  bteathlefs  clay  ! 

ie  I’ve  gain’d  the  point,  and  won  the  prize  3 
f‘  I  have  a  manfion  in  the  fkies  ; 

From  all  diftrefs  and  danger  free, 

I  am  where  oft  I  wifh’d  to  be. 


4  The  Rev,  Ifaac  Slee,  was  originally  a  mininider  of  the  eftablifhed 
church;  after  he  faw  reafon  to  diftent  he  was  baptized  by  tbe  Rev. 
Charles  Whitfield,  of  Hamlterly,  Durham,  and  became  p after  of  the 
Bap  tilt  Church  at  Haworth,  where  he  continued  tifl  he  was  removed  by 
<ieath  to  glory.  v 
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U.My  body  now,  from  pain  releas’d. 
Within  the  peaceful  grave  fhall  reft, 

111]  the  lad  trumpet  fhake  the  ikies, 

“  And  bid  the  deeping  dead  arife. 

^  My  wading  field  and  mouldering  bones 
oricXji  fpnng  to  lire  wnen  Jefus  comes, 

<<  And  rife  to  meet  him  in  the  air. 

New  drefs’d,  immortal,  ftrong  and  fair, 

“  You  faw  me,  with  a  tearful  eye, 

Beiide  you  languifii,  faint  and  die  ; 

Vou  faw  the  painful  con  fid  ceafe, 
hor  then,  1  enter’d  into  peace. 

“  My  happy  foul  fecure  from,  harms, 
u  Reds  not  in  your’s,  but  Jefus’  arms ; 

Could  you  my  prefent  glory  fee, 

“  *  ou’d  long  to  die,  and  be  with  me.” 

5  Fis  true,  my  friend,  your  partner’s  gone. 
And  you,  alas  1  are  left  alone  ; 

The  ftroke  to  you  .mud  fee  in  fevere. 

To  part  fo  foon  with  one  fo  dear. 

But  let  this  thought  your  heart  revive 
Though  he  is  dead,  he’s  dill  alive  ; 

His  joy  diould  give  your  foul  relief. 

And  check  the  torrent  of  your  grief. 

Doubtlefs  his  fpirit  finds  a  place 
Among  the  miniders  of  grace  ; 

For  they  who  fouls  to  jefus  win 
Shall  bright  as  liars  in  glory  fhine. 

Advanc’d  to  a  celedial  throne, 

Fie  bears  th®  palm,  and  wears  the  crown  ; 

Fie  triumphs  in  immortal  blifs. 

And  reigns  m  life,  where  [efus  is. 

Rife  then  above  this  dulky  fphere. 

In  longing  hopes  to  meet  him  there. 

On  yonder  bright  celedial  fhore. 

Where  death  ilia'll  part  your  fouls  no  more. 

Be  waiting  for  the  happy  day  ; 

Your  partner  has  but  led  the  way  ; 

The  finning  throng  will  make  you  room. 

And  Ijliac  fiiout  to  fee  you  come. 


Rev.  Joshua  Andrews,  Chapel Brecknockfhire. 

Fie  was  baptized  in  Nant-y-gollen,  near  Pontypool,  and 
joined  the  Baptift  church  at  Pen-y-garn,  under  the  pad  oral 
care  of  Mr.  Miles  Harris,  in  1732  or  1733.  Not  long  after, 


I 


REV.  JOSHUA  ANDREWS. 

he  was  encouraged  to  exercife  his  minifterial  gifts  in  the 
veftrv,  Lord’s-day  mornings,  before  public  worihip  began ; 
and  then  to  go  for  fame  time  to  Briftol,  under  the  tuition  o, 
Mr.  Fofkett  and  Mr.  FI.  Evans.  He  went  thither  in  r/3-). 
That  was  a  remarkable  year  at  Briftol  for  Undents  from  tne 
Principality,  in  thofe  early  days:  theft-  five  were  there  at 
that  time, 'Meflrs.  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Evan  Jenkins,  (jru- 
fith  Davies,  Jofliua  Andrews,  and  Caleb  Evans,  iVtr.„ 

Andrews  underftood  Englifti  ^  y  -  ^  i*i 

fo  did  not  remain  there  very  long ;  but  he  preached,  while 
in  England,  at  Tetbury,  Kingftanley,  Chalford,  VVefton 
near  Rofs,  &c.  A  fterwards  he  was  an  afilfrant  at  Pen-y- 
o-arn,  to  which  church  he  originally  belonged.  About  1740,  he 
was  ordained  on  purpofe  to  aflift  the  paftor  Mr.  Miles  Harris  ; 
yet  not  ordained  at  Pen-y-garn,  the  chief  meeting-houfe, 
but  at  Ufk,  with  a  view  to  revive  a  dying  intereft  that  way, 
where  Mr.  Nathaniel  Morgan,  and  others,  had  been  1b  ufe- 
ful  and  honourable.  The  meeting  was  kept  there  that  the  peo¬ 
ple,  feeing  the  order  and  method  of  the  church,  might  be  edi- 
fjed.  Mr.  Andrews  vifited  the  churches  in  South  Wales.  He 
was  very  folid  and  judicious ;  his  doefrine  was  found,  and  his 
conduit  exemplary ;  yet  his  talents  were  not  very  popular. 
Toward  the  clofe  of  1743,  he  fupplied,  in  a  probationary  way, 
at  Llanwenarth,  but  did  not  fettle  there. 

The  church  at  Olchon  was  deftitute  about  the  year  1745, 
Chapel-y-ffin,  a  branch  of  Trofgoed  church,  now  Maes-y- 
berllan,  "joined  them,  and  both  became  one  church.  Mr. 
Andrews  was  chofen  to  be  their  paftor,  but  he  was  fo  cir- 
cumftanced  that  he  could  not  conveniently  remove  his  family 
to  live  among  them.  It  was  agreed  tnat  ne  fhould  be  at  Oi— 
chon  two  Lord’s-days  in  the  month,  and  on  one  of  them 
break  bread  ;  and  the  people  were  to  provide  for  the  other 
days  as  well  as  they  could.  He  was  at  Pen-y-garn,  &c. 
the  other  two  days.  As  he  had  above  twenty  miles  to  go  to 
Olchon,  it  was  agreed  that  his  two  Lord’s-days  there  fhould 
follow  one  another ;  that,  if  it  fuited  him  to  tarry  all  the 
week,  he  might  doit,  and  befpared  the  long  journey  to  and 
fro.  He  continued  to  do  fo  moftly  for  about  forty  years,  and 
he  did  it  beyond  his  ability  many  times.  Pie  was  often  affii di¬ 
ed  with  an  aflhmatic  complaint,  and  for  more  than  fifty  years 
frequently  appeared  like  a  dying  man;  yet  he  feldom  miffed 
preaching  of  a  Lord’s-day.  He  had  uncommon  family  trials, 
and  with  all,  his  circuinftances  in  the  world  were  low  and 
ftraitened:  yet,  through  the  whole,  his  faith,  patience,  and 
refignation,  were  very  confpicuous.  The  greater  his  trials, 
the  more  he  fhone.  For  the  four  or  five  laft  years  of  his 

life 
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life  he  was  much  confined  to  his  houfe ;  and  often  in  greater 
ftraits  than  h.s  friends  were  aware  of.  Some  rnonthsYfoft 
he  dled,  a  friend  went  to  fee  him,  and  aflced  him  whether  he' 

T  I  T  T-2  t0ie: r  j  116  *"aid’  U  b  bave  bread  t0  eat>  and  if 
”lTl™ng.  bef,deS  Water  t0  drink>  ‘t  would  be  agree. 
°f.  ‘  b,Ci'>r  knowib  very  much  affeaed  hiS  friends. 

and  immediately  little  colkaions  were  made  for  him.  Thus 

he  was  a  man  of  lorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  yet  as 

f  Iamb’  biH°Pened  not  his  mouth  to  complain.  The  more 
he  was  afflicted,  the  more  he  was  comforted ;  yea,  in  this 
time  of  penury  he  was  full  of  fpn  itual  confoiation.  An  in 
timate  friend  lays  of  him,  in  a  letter,  “  He  bore  all  his  family 
trials,  which  were  heavy  and  long,  without  caufing  any  to 
thins  hard  ot  him  ;  and,  indeed,  he  was  a  man  of  unblemilh- 
ecl  character  from  firft  to  laft.”  In  preaching,  his  delwhtf  il 
Mfiects  were  free,  fovereign  grace,  and  the  glory  and  fuhiefs 
cr  ynriit.  oome  thought  him  too  much  above  common  ca¬ 
pacities,  but  he  derived  his  comfort  from  the  deep  thino-s  of 
God  in  the  gofpel ;  and  towards  the  laft,  he  Ibid,  That  his 
views  of  them,  and  of  his  intereft  in  them,  ‘were  more  clear 
and  comfortable  than  even  He  finiftied  his  courfe  on  the 
14th  of  June  1793,  aged  about  85.  He  had  laboured  in  the 
miniftry  neaiTixty  years,  through  inconceivable  weaknefs  and 
affiidtion.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  burying  ground 
adjoining  to  the  meeting-houfe  at  Trofnant,  near  PontyDool’ 
Monmouthfhire.  '  1  ? 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Foster 
Late  Wife  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Foster,  D.  D„ 

Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Beniamin  Fofter  paftorofthe 
firft  baptift  church  in  New  York,  departed  this  life,  Aug-uft 
l793‘  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Green,  paftor  of  a  Baptift  church  in  Leicefter,  about  ftfty 
miles  from  Bofton,  in  New  England;  who  was  not  only 
eminent  for  his  ufeful  labours  in  the  Gofpel  miniftry  f ,  but 

*  This  cafe  of  Mr.  Andrews  is  very  affe<5Dng,  but  not  lingular  •  my 
honoured  predecchbr,  the  late  excellent  Dr.  Gill,  was  once  in  fimilar 
circumstances.  Either  through  the  low  condition  of  the  church,  or  the 
extreme  inattention  of  the  Deacons,  he  was  in  want.  His  necefuties  beino- 
fufpedted,  a  deputation  of  enquiry  waited  on  him,  to  whom  he  gave 
this  anfwer,  <•  Brethren,  if  I  had  more  food  I  could  eat  it.”  Query, 
Are  there  not  many  pallors  now  to  be  found  in  Great  Britain,  who  have 
fufhcient  reafon  to  adopt  the  fame  language  ?  Editor. 

1  It  is  fai  that  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniitry,  Mr.  Green  baptized  not 
lefts  than  a  thoufand  ferfonu 
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.as  a  Phyfician  diftinguifhed  for  his  fuccefs  in  the  healing  a  t* 
She  was  the  youngeft  of  (even  children,  five  fons  ana  two 
daughters  ;  fix  of  whom  have  made  a  profefiion  of  religion* 
M^F  oiler  was  her  fecond  hufband,  to  whom  Ihe  wa^  joined 
in  marriage  on  Jan.  16,  1776,  and  who  fucceeded  her 
worthy  father  in  the  paftora!  care  of  the  afordaid  church,  1a 
Leicester,  on  the  23d  day  of  October,  following.  N  >t  long 
after  the  death  of  her  firft  hufband,  Mr.  Daniel  Hovey,  Iho 
was  convinced  of  the  importance  of  eternal  things,  and  through 
divine  grace  found  fome  confolation  in  the  glorious  fulnefs 
of  the  Redeemer.  Notwichftanding  the  hope  Ihe  now  pel- 
felled,  and  could  by  no  means  relinquish,  ihe  was  uuaultea  with 
too  many  temptations  and'  fears  to  make  a  public  declaration 
of  her  faith  in  Chrift,  and  continued  in  this  uncomfortable 
Rate  of  mind  till  Mr.  F oiler’s  removal  to  Newport,  in  tne 
State  of  Rhode  Illand,  in  1785.  In  the  fall ^  of  that  year, 
he  was  favoured  with  uncommon  fuccefs  in  his  labours. 

Lord  was  pleafed  to  revive  his  work,  and  particularly  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  young  people.  Some  were  led  to 
enquire,  what  they  mail  do  to  be  faved  ?  while  others  were 
tonfl rained  to  tell  what  God  had  done  for  their  fouls,  and 
to  triumph  in  his  victorious  grace.  In  this  time  of  lefieihing 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  Mrs.  Foiter,  rifing  fupenor 
to  her  fears,  was  enabled  publickly  to  declare  her  faith  in 
the  Saviour,  and  m  obedience  to  his  command,  with  otners^ 
was  baptized.  IVIr.  F  offer  haa  toe  unfpeakable  fatisfaClion 
of  performing  the  facred  nte,  and  of  noticing  at  tne  time 
the  moft  wonderful  effects  of  Almighty  power  and  grace,  th^t 
ever  had  been  manifeflcd  at  any  feafon  when  he  was  tne  ad-- 
mini  ft  rater  of  that  ordinance. 

It  may  be  truly  laid  Mrs.  F oiler  was  an  ornament  to  her 
profefiion :  her  convei  fation  was  becoming  the  gofpel  ol 
Chrift,  exciting  the  efteem  and  affection  of  her  numerous 
acquaintance.  Prudence  was  a  fi-gnal  trait  in  her  character* 
As  file  was  exemplary  in  her  patience  under  troubles  in 
o-eneral ;  fo  through  the  laft  long  .and  increafing  bodily  afflic¬ 
tion  ihe  endured  till  ihe  obtained,  as  there  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  a  final  and  a  glorious  releafe.  The  day  before  (he, 
expired,  (he  exprefled  her  apprehenfions  of  the  fpeedy  approach 
of  death;  but  repeatedly  fignified  that  the  profpeCt  gave  her 
no  uneafinefs  of  mind  ;  the  fame  hope  and  peace  the  poffeffed 
in  Chrift  for  years  paft  now  lupported  her  in  the  loiema 
hour.  If  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  Ihe  fhould  depart,  Ihe 
was  reconciled  to  the  event :  and  in  the  exercife  of  dv.ne 
confidence  fhe  committed  her  fpixit  into  the  hands  of  God. 

Rev. 
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Rev.  William  Butler,  Gretton ,  Northampton* 

On  Marcn  15,  1794,  ded  Mr*  Butler,  the  Baptid  minider 
at  Cj;  etton,  aooutii  miles  from  Kettering.  He  was  fent 
oul  of  the  church  of  Anifby,  about  twenty  years  ago.  He 
pieached  feme  years  at  Sutton,  in  Leicedetfhire,  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  late  Mr.  Ifaac  Woodman.  He  has  been  at 
Oretton  about  feven  years,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  ufeful 
mi  miter  in  hat  place.  He  finifhed  his  courfe  like  a  chrif- 
tian,  and  in  a  manner  worthy  of  a  fervant  of  Chrid.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Kettering,  preached  his  funeral  fermon 
from  2  Tim.  iv.  7?  8.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight ,  1  have 
finifhed ,  &c.  Having  fome  property  of  his  own,  he  was 
enabled  to  fubilft  by  a  Imall  income#  H  he  congregation 
at  Gretton  will  feel  an  heavy  lofs,  and  probably  find  it  difficult 
in  future  to  fupport  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel. 


Mrs.  David 

Late  Wife  of  the  Rev.  Job  David,  at  Frame* 

There  are,  it  feems,  many  anecdotes  in  the  life  of  this 
amiable  Lady,  which  would  not  have  been  unfuitable  to  the 
dedgn  of  the  Regider*  Though  thefe  are  not  communica  ed, 
a  fmcere  friendthip  prompts  the  following  infertion,  tC  In 
her  laid  illnefs  fhe  difcovered  the  mod  lively  faith  in  the  good- 
Dels  of  God,  difplayed  through  a  Mediator  in  the  gofpel ; 
and  her  joy  was  proportioned  to  it.  After  having  laboured 
above  four  years,  under  repeated  (hocks  of  the  palfy,  in  the 
beginning  of  March  1794,  fhe  was  attacked  with  a  fevere 
apoplexy,  and  about  a  month  after,  a  fecond  droke  of  it 
finifhed  her  courfe  in  a  few  minutes. ” 


Rev.  William  Price,  Leeds, 

The  funeral  fermon  of  this  amiable  man  was  preached  at 
Ebenezer  Chapel,  in  Leeds,  Augud  10,  1794,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Edward  Parfons,  on  Ifaiah  Ivii.  1.  The  righteous 
perijheth ,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are 
taken  away ,  none  confiidering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come. 

In  this  difcourfe,  which  is  now  printed,  our  author,  after 
a  ferious  and  driking  exordium,  defcribes  the  righteous , 
as  judified  by  the  obedience  and  death  of  Chrid,  and 
a$  (hewing  their  faith  by  the  uniform  piety  of  their  lives ; 

and 
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and  then,  to  illuftrate  the  character  of  merciful  men^  introduces 
the  appofite  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan.  In  profbcut- 
ing  his  defign,  he  obferves,  That  perfons  of  thefe  defcriptions 
are  like  the  Ark  of  Ood  in  the  houfe  of  Obededoin,  and  as 
the  fun  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might,  diffufing  blifs 
through  the  circles  of  domeflic  and  focud  life,  in  the  church 
and  in  the  world  :  That  the  death  of  fuch  difcriminated  cha¬ 
racters  is  attended  with  a  general  lofs  to  furvivors,  and  of 
courfe,  fhould  be  fo  laid  to  hearty  that  our  difpofitions  of  mind 
may  correfpond  to  the  divine  difpenfations.  Mr.  Parfons 
therefore  proceeds  «  to  fhew  the  neceffityand  means  of  im¬ 
proving  fuch  folemn  events  j”  and  he  does  it  under  the  follow- 
ing  particulars  : 

u  I  o  lay  the  death  of  the  righteous  and  merciful  to  heart, 

implies  a  juft  eftiniate  and  a  due  reverence  of  their  character _ _ 

our  being  affeftedwith  fuch  fentiments  of  genuine  and  humble 
forrow  as  fuit  the  occafion— a  cherifhing  ferious  reftedions 
on  the  condud  of  Providence,  which  has  bereaved  us  of  our 
religious  fiiends  -the  appropriation  of  their  virtues,  ora  tran- 
fcnbing  their  excellencies  into  our  own  lives— an  exerting 
ourfelves  to  repair  their  lofs— and,  as  they  are  taken  away  from 
the  evd  to  come ,  gratitude  for  their  happinefs*”  * 

,  Having  UP  thefe  outlines  with  the  animation  of  a  fer¬ 
vid  piety,  the  Preacher  enters  on  the  charader  of  his  deceafed 
Brother  a  character  which  he  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  draw* 
from  the  great  intimacy  which  fubfifted  between  them  for  feve~ 
rai  years ;  and  this  we  mention  with  the  greater  pleafure,  be- 
caul;  the  one  was  aBaptift,  and  the  other  a  Congregationalifh 
Mr.  Parfons  being  fo  able  to  fpeak  for  hlmfelf,  we  (hall  give 
his  account  of  Mr.  Price  in  his  own  words. 

“  As  th(:  hleffings  of  falvation  are  infeparable  from  the 
exiitence  of  internal  grace,  I  will  nov/  proceed  to  fhew  how 
;ar  his  *  perfonal  intereft  in  the  firft  was  decided  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  he  gave  of  the  laft.  But  I  (hall  avoid  praifing  the  dead 
beyond  the  probability  of  rendering  his  charader  and  example 
uleful  to  the  living.  Under  the  animating  affurance  that  the 
eulogium  of  his  friends,  and  the  detraction  of  his  enemies 
are  loft  in  the  approbation  of  his  Lord  and  mafter,  I  cannot 
iaermee  truth  to  adulation,  or  charity  to  the  obnoxious  fpirit 

“  Mr.  Price  left  no  biographical  materials.  If  he  kept  any 
diary,  it  was  deftroyed  before  he  was  confined  to  his  chain- 
ber;  a  circumftance  the  more  to  .be  regretted,  as  the  early 
part  of  his  life  was  diftinguifhed  by  fome  remarkable  inter- 
politions  of  providence,  which  I  cannot  recoiled  with  fuffi- 

*  Mr,  Price’s. 

I 


Nov.  1794, 


cicnt 


the  oeituAuy,  1794. 

cient  accuracy  for  the  merit  of  public  attention.  I  only  kncntf- 
that  he  was  born  in  January  1757,  in  Pembrokefhire,  South’ 
Wales,  and  that,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  became  a  member 
of  a  Baptift  church  there.  Two  years  after  this,  he  began 
to  preach  occafionally  in  different  parts  of  the  neighbourhood, 
which  courfe  he  continued  to  the  time  of  his  admiifion  into 
the  Academy  at  Briftol,  in  1777*  ^ere  he  remained,  under  the 
tuition  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  and  afterwards  of  his  fon 
the  Rev.  Caleb  Evans,  about  three  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that-  time,  he  fettled  at  Leeds,-  where  he  preached  the  word 
of  God  with  little  interruption  and  various  fuccefs  till  within 


a  few  weeks  of  his  deceafe*  making  a  period  of  fourteen 
years. 

cc  He  was  a  man  of  a  fine  natural  temper,  of  a  lowly,  ten¬ 
der  fpirit,  gentle  unto  all,  even  as  a  nurfe  that  cherifheth  her 
children.  To  forgive  injuries  and  alleviate  diftrefs  were 
his  moft  delightful  exercifes.  He  was  one  of  the  noble  ft 
works  of  God,  an  honest  man.  The  infincerity  he 
deplored  in  others,  efpecially  in  fome  profelfors  and  minifters 
of  religion,  he  never  indulged  in  himfelf :  his  conduct  was 
the  index  of  his  heart.  In  the  company  of  ftrangers  he  was 
not  more  timid  than  He  was  unafiuming  among  his  intimates. 
Chough  he  had  read  much,  and  was  far  from  beino-  deficient 
in  knowledge,  his  words  were  few,  and  on  this  account  he 
was  often  confidered  as  referved  or  uninformed  ;  but  had  he 
Doflelfed  lefs  diffidence,  or  had  he  been  more  fullv  known,  he 
would  have  infpired  very  different  fentiments  of  his  mental 
powers  and  focial  difpofitions. 

As  a  follower  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  his  piety  was  uniform 
and  clear.  Like  Timothy,  he  had  known  the  holy  fcriptures 
from  a  child.  He  told  me,  a  little  time  before  his  death,  That 
his  mind  was  firft  ferioufly  engaged  in  the  efTential  purfuits 
of  gofpel  truth,  under  the  ininiftry  of  the  late  Rev.  Edmund 
Jones,  of  Pontypool,  when  preaching  on  Romans  xiii.  12. 
That  the  imprellions  made  at  that  time  were  rational  and 
fcrtptural,  he  gave  abundant  proof  in  more  than  twenty  years 
growing  Conformity  to  Him  who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  un- 
defiied,  and  feparate  from  finners.  In  the  enjoyment  of  com¬ 
munion  with  God  he  cultivated  love  to  man.  By  his  iibera- 
iity,  his  confcientious  dealings,  his  punctuality  in  all  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  ffation,  his  unreferved  devotion  to  the  glory  of 
God,  lie  exemplified  the  various  beauties  of  experimental 
and  practical  religion,  and  left  the  world  without  the  leaf! 
flam  upon  his  moral  reputation. 

u  In  his  miniftry  it  was  evident  how  much  his  foul  was  en¬ 
gaged  by  tfie  define  of  faving,  himfelf  and  them  that  heard 
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If  his  talents  were  not  brilliant,  his  aims  were,  and 
he  was  not  without  iuccefs,  as  many  in  this  congregation  can 
teftify.  He  was  unequivocally  a  Calviniff  in  fentiment,  but 
he  never  profaned  the  hours  facred  to  public  worth  ip  by 
an  abffraCf  attention  to  fpeculative  opinions,  nor  were  thofe 
hours  di {graced  by  fill y  conceits,  or  angry  invedtives  againft 
thofe  whofe  views  were  not  congenial  with  his  own.  His 
fermons  were  experimenter  ly  and  practically  doCIrinah  They 
were  compofed  and  preached  with  a  view  to  renovate  the 
heart,  arid  promote  the  love  of  every  virtue  that  could  ren« 
der  his  people  amiable  and  ufeful  in  life.  You  cannot  foon 
forget  his  iaft  addrefs,  or  rather  I  would  fay  his  Iaft  attempt 
to  addrefs  you,  from  this  pulpit,  on  the  important  words  of 
Paul  to  the  Colotlians  :  Set  your  affections  on  things  above ,  and 
not  on  things  on  the ea'rt'o.  He  then  exhibited,  in  his  own  perfon, 
the  molt  ifriking  neceflity  of  fuch  an  exhortation.  His  body 
Was  fo  emaciated,  nature  Was  fo  far  exhaufted,  that  after 
fpeaking  a  few  minutes  he  Was  forded  to  retire,  peifuaded 
that  he  fhduld  never  return  to  you  again. 

cc  Through  his  tedious  and  painful  illnels  he  poftefted  himfelf 
Aike  a  man  who  knew  that  his  Redeemer  lived,  who  could, 
without  preemption,  appropriate  the  bleffings  of  that  {fate 
where  there  is  neither  ficknefs,  pain,  nor  death.  But  he  was 
not  altogether  free  from  anxiety.  He  loved  his  family,  he 
loved  his  people,  and  it  was  natural  that  he  fhould  feel  for  the 
afRiCted,  deftitute  ft  ate  in  which  he  was  about  to  leave  therm 
For  feveral  days  after  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  his  fpirits 
were  greatly  agitated  on  their  account.  He  Was  in  this  {fate 
when  he  fa  id,  with  a  degree  of  earneftnefs  Which  will  not  be 
e%  craftd  from  my  remembrance,  <•  Thefe  are  ftrono-  ties 
and  I  now  fiml  it  more  difficult  to  truft  God  with  my  term 
poral  than  with  my  eternal  concerns  •’  yet  this  agitation  foon 
fublided,  and  he  was  enabled  to  add, -A  but  God  is  the  huf. 
band  of  the  widow,  and  the  father  of  the  fatherlefs.’  In 
other  interviews  with  him,  he  exptefted  himfelf  to  this  eft heft 
c  What  a  miferable  man  fhotild  I  be  in  this  ficknefs  without 
reugmn  !  I  have  not  lived  the  life  of  the  wicked,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  I  {hall  die  the  death  of  the  righteous.  The  pains  I 
now  endure  are  nothing  when  compared  with  my  deferts  and 
they  are  working  for  me  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory.  All  my  hopes  of  heaven  are  founded  on 
the  merits  of  Chn ft,  and  to  Him  I  fhal!  eternally  afcribe  all  the 
praife  of  my  falvatton.’  In  this  happy  frame  of  mind  he  coh- 
.lnued  till  the  moment  when  he  reclined  his  head  on  his  pillow 
end  laid,  ‘  I  am  now  going  May  oUrlaft  end  be  likMM” 


He  died  Saturday,  July  *6;  i794, 
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Mr.  S.  Stillman,  and Mifs  H.  Stillman, of  Bojlon^  N.  £, 

In  a  letter  of  June  4,  1794,  one  of  Dr.  Stillman’s 
affectionate  fellow  labourers  thus  writes:  u  Dr.  Stillman  is 
chofen  Chaplain  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  the  prefent 
year;  but  he  is  fomewhat  confined  with  indifpofition,  and 
has  a  daughter  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  laid  ft  ages  of  a  eon- 
fumption  ;  of  courfe  his  troubles  are  great,  but  he  has  a 
God  to  fupport  him.”  By  a  more  recent  account  we  are 
informed,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Stillman,  (a  fon  of  the  Dodlor) 
a  youth  of  22  years  of  age,  fteady  and  attentive  to  his 
bulinefs  in  the  mercantile  line,  but  labouring  under  conlump- 
tive  fymptoms,  had,  by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians,  been 
fent  to  the  Ifland  of  Madeira,  from  whence  he  returned 
only  alive.  The  fofteft  attentions  of  his  father,  his  mam¬ 
ma,  and  the  family,  were  paid  him  day  and  night,  till  Jan. 
17,  when  he  died.  Two  weeks  before  his  diffolution  his 
filter  Harriet,  about  26,  (unmarried  both  of  them)  took  to 
her  chamber  with  the  fame  kind  of  complaints  :  From  his 
funeral  the  affectionate  relatives  had  recou-rfe  to  the  fick 
room  of  the  dear  girl,  who  lingered  till  July  the  10th,  and 
then  died.  But  it  appears  that  much  mercy  has  been  gracioufly 
mingled  with  this  difpenfation.  With  his  fon,  the  Doctor 
had  fame  agreeable  and  comforting  converfation  eight  or  nine 
days  before  he  died,  and  other  opportunities  of  a  fimilar  kind 
it  Is  likely  might  have  been  enjoyed  but  for  the  quantities  of' 
laudanum  which  were  adminiftered  to  him.  He,  however, 
affured  his  father,  that  he  was  convinced  of  his  loft  con¬ 
dition  as  a  firmer,  but  feared  that  he  had  not  fuch  a  fenfe  of 
it  as  he  ought  to  have — yet  that  he  could  truft  his  all  with 
Chrift,  if  called  that  moment  to  die, 

Harriet  had  been  under  great  diftrefs  for  fome  time,  and 
aim  oft  concluded  that  fhe  was  too  great  a  finner  to  be  laved. 
But  in  the  beginning  of  June,  it  was  pleated  God  to  reveal 
himfd-f  to  her  by  the  encouraging  hiftory  of  the  penitent 
and  pardoned  thief  on  the  crofs.  The  grace  difplayed  in 
his  foro-ivenefs,  accompanied  with  this  declaration,  To-day 
jhalt  thou  bs  ‘ with  in  pavadij't^  gave  her  peace  and  con- 
folation ;  and,  except  in  a  few  dark  intervals,  her  foul  was 
happy  from  that  time  to  her  death,  which  was  five  or  fix 
weeKS.  She  was  unwilling  that  her  father  fhould  pray  for 
her  life;  “  I  fear,”  laid  fhe,  “  I  fhall  be  impatient— I  long 
to  be  crone — I  long  to  be  with  Chrift.”— u  I  am  perfedtly 
happy,  laid  fhe  one  day  to  her  mamma,  “  I  have  fuch  con¬ 
fidence  in  his  promifes,  that  I  can  truft  ail  on  thrift— I  can 
Tmile  at  pain  and  death.”  Thus  fhe  continued  till  the  laft, 

and  in  the  very  mSLmtts  of  dillplution  was  calm  and  happy. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Blundel.  April  3,  1793,  Mr.  Blundel  was 
ordained  paftor  of  the  church  of  Ohrid  at  Arnfby,  in  Letcefter- 
shire,  lately  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Hall  deceafed. 
Mr.  Jodi ua  Burton,  of  Foxton,  introduced  the  fervice  of  the  day 
by  reading  fuitable  portions  offcripture,  and  prayer.  Mr,  Richard 
Hopper,  of  Nottingham,  explained  the  ordination  fervice.  Mr. 
Mills,  of  Sheeplhead,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer.  Mr. 
Fuller,  of  Kettering,  gave  the  charge  frGm  Tit.  ii.  15.  Let  no 
man  defpife  thee.  Mr.  SutclifF,  of  Olney,  addreffed  the  church 
from  Eph.  v.  2.  Walk  in  love;  and  concluded  the  fervice  with 
prayer. 

/  > 
Rev.  John  M jell’s  ordination  at  Wimbnrn ,  Dorfet,  April 
24,  1793,  was  conducted  in  the  following  manner  :  Mr.  Saffery, 
of  Sarum,  read  Pfalm  cxxxxii.  1  Tim.  iii.  and  prayed.  Mr. 
Stradling,  of  Lymington,  delivered  the  introductory  addrefs; 
and  enquired  .of  the  church  if  it  were  their  defire  that  Brother 
Miell  lhould  become  their  paftor ;  which  was  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  teltified  by  the  lifting  up  of  hands.  He  then 
defired  them  to  give  fome  account  of  the  Heps  they  had  taken, 
and  of  the  providences  which  had  concurred  to  bring  about  the 
prefent  fetdement:  which  being  done  by  one  of  the  members, 
in  the  name  of  the  whole,  Brother  Miell  was  requelted  to  fig- 
nify  his  acceptance  of  the  call,  and  to  give  a  confeffion  of  his 
faith ;  with  which  requeft  he  complied  with.  Then  Mr.  W. 
Steadman,  of  Broughton,  prayed.  Mr.  Horfey,  of  Portfmouth, 
delivered  the  charge  from  A£ts  xx.  28.  Take  heed  therefore  unto 
yourfelves ,  and  unto  all  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Gbojl  hath 
made  you  overfeers.  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Independent  minifter  of 
Ringwood,  prayed  ;  Then  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Devizes,  preached  to 
the  people  from  Col.  ii.  19.  And  ?iot  bolding  the  heady  &c.  Mr. 
Budden,  of  Downton,  concluded  in  prayer.  The  fervice  was 
performed  in  the  Independent  meeting-houfe  ;  that  of  the  RaptifU 
being  too  fmall  to  contain  the  number  of  people  who  affembled 
on  the  occafion. 

t  Previous  to  the  ordination,  four  perfons  were  baptized  in  a 
river  near  the  town,  in  the  fight  of  a  numerous  concourfe  of 
fpe Cta tors  ;  and  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Saffery  preached  from 
Heb.  xiii.  5,  latter  part.  The  whole  was  conducted  in  a  folemn; 
and  edifying  manner.  The  meetings  were  well  attended:  The 
(Meat  Head  of  the  church  was  prelent ;  and  it  was  a  very 
comforLaole  and  profitable  day  to  many,  both  minufers  and  peo* 
p^.  The  Raptill  church  is  in  a  profperous  Rate  ;  has  had  con- 
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fiderable  additions  within  this  eight  or  nine  months,  and  is 
ceedingly  well  fuited  in  their  prelent  pallor. 

Rev.  John  Filling  (Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Waue,  of  Accrington.)  John  Filling  was  ordained  pallor  of  the 
church  at  Goodfhaw  Chapel  (near  Burnley,  Lancashire)  May 
}>  1 7 93 * .  According  to  ciefire,  1  introduced  the  meeting  by  read¬ 
ing  Ifa.  liv.  i  1  im.  iii.  fmging  Pfalm  cxxxii.  and  prayer.  Mr. 
Hyde  alked  the  ufual  quellions  with  wifdom,  order,  and  pro¬ 
priety.  Mr.  Filling’s  anfwers  were  concife,  full,  and  judicipus. 
Mr.  Fawcett  prayed  the  ordination  prayer  with  becoming  fer.i- 
oufnefs ;  it  was  well  adapted  to  the  cafe.  Mr.  Hirlt  gave  the 
charge  from  AiBs  xx.  which  was  plain,  and  very  ufeful.  Mr. 
Fawcett  add  re  fled  the  people  from  Acts  ix.  31.  This  laid  dif- 
courfe  was  perhaps  one  of  the  belt  I  ever  heard  or  read,  on  the 
fubjecl. 

Rev.  John  Manning.  Mr.  John  Manning  was  oyckuned 
pallor  of  the  church  of  Chrill,  at  Spaldwick,  Hunts.,  on  May  7, 
1793.  Mr.  John  Whitmee,  of  Great  Gidding,  opened  the' 
bufinefs  of  the  day  by  reading  fuitable  portions  of  fcripture,  and 
prayer.  Mr.  Jolffua  Nicholls,  of  Kimbolton,  hated  the  ordi¬ 
nation  ferviee.  Mr.  Dickens,  of  Iveyfo,  prayed  the  ordination 
prayer.  Mr.  John  Sutcliff*,  of  Olney,  gave  the  charge  from 

2  dim.  ii.  I.  Now,  therefore,  my j'cn,  be jtrong ,  & c.  Mr.  ifaac 
Gardner,  Independent  miniller  of  the  church  at  Cambridge, 
prayed.  Mr.  Dickens  addrelfed  the  church  from  1  ThefT.  v. 

3  2,  13,  And  nve  befeech  you,  brethren ,  to  know  them  <ivho  labour y 
Sec.  Mr.  Audley,  an  Independent  miniher  \n  Cambridge,  clofed 
in  prayer. 

Rev.  John  Cherry’s*  ordination  took  place  on  Wednefday, 
May  29,  1793,  in  the  BaptilF  Meeting-houi'e,  at  Wellington,  (So- 
merlet).  Mr.  Daw  foil,  of  Lyme,  read  fuitable  portions  of  fcrip¬ 
ture,  and  prayed  :  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Tiverton,  explained  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  bufinefs  for  whi^hthe  ininiiters  were  alfembled,  and  re¬ 
queued  the  confellion  of  faith,  T  he  confellion  was  then  made. 
Mr.  Tommas,  of  Brillul,  offered  up  the  ordination  prayer,  with 
which  laying  on  of  hands  was  obferved.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Exeter, 
delivered  the  charge,  and  then  Mr.  Benjamin  Thomas,  of  Pref¬ 
ect,  prayed.  Mr.  Tommas,  of  Briftol,  preached  to  the  church  ; 
and  Mr.  Horfey,  of  Portfinouth,  clofed  the  ferviee  by  prayer. 
At  fuitable  intervals  the  congregation  were  engaged  in  finging. 

The  ferviee  appeared  to  be  pleating  to  thole  who  conduced  if; 
was  profitable  to  thofe  interefled  in  it,  and  confeffedly  lolemn  to 
the  fpe&ators.  The  prevalence  of  affe&iou  and  harmony  is  a 

circumftance  not  uncommon  among  real  Chrilfians  at  the  fettle- 

:  .  p  • ! 

*  Brother  Cherry  hasopened  an  Academy  at  Wellington,  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  young  gentlemen,  the  circumitances  of  which  portend  its  uie- 
fulpefs  and  reipeitability, 
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F&eft'c  of  a  minifter,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  bell  difpofijion? 
prevailed  through  the  whole  of  this  day. 

Rev.  Iambs  Barnett,  Lymington,  (Extract.)  I  was  origi- 
sally  a  member  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horfey,  at  Portfea,  and  while 
exercifing  my  gifts  among  hLs  people,  was  requeued  to  vifit  the 
2d  Baptiil  church  at  Lymington  ;  after  continuing  here  a  probati¬ 
oner  about  eighteen  months,  I  received  a  call  to  the  paftoral  office, 
which  1  accepted,  and  which  was  publicly  notified  June  1  2,  1793. 
in  the  following  manner:  Brother  Bain,  ofDownton,  began  the 
fervice  by  reading  and  prayer.  Mr.  Stokes,  of  Locfcerly,  intro¬ 
duced  the  bufinefs ;  afked  the  ufual  queftions  of  the  church  and  mi- 
nifier,  and  received  my  confefiion  of  faith.  Mr.  Bedland  prayed, 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Portfea,  gave  the  charge.  Mr.  Croorne  then 
prayed,  and  Mr.  Budden,  late  of  Downton,  preached  to  the 
people.  Mr.  Sedcole,  an  Independent  minider  qi  Swanage, 
clofed  the  work  of  the  day  by  prayer.  Brother  Perry  conduced  *■ 
the  praifes  of  God  at  proper  intervals  through  the  whole.  Since 
my  ordination  we  have  baptized  and  received  into  our  little  lo- 
ciety  feventeen  perfons,  fix  of  them  are  bailors ;  they,  belonged 
to  tranfports  which  lay  here  five  months,  with  a  part  of  Earl 
■Moira’s  army.  Their  converfion  to  God  was  a  matter  of  furprife 
and  joy  to  us,  particularly  of  pne  of  them  who  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

Rev.  Thomas  Newhouse,  (Extraid.)  On  the  18th  of 
June  1793,  Mr.  Thomas  Newhouie  was  ordained  paftor  of  the 
church  in  Gilburn  Fored,  Yorkfhire.  Brother  Nathan  Smith,  of 
Barnojdfwick,  introduced  the  work  of  the  day  by  reading  Ezek. 
iii.  17- — *21.  1  Tim.  iii.  and  prayer.  Joh^i  Stutterd,  of  Coin,  a/ked 
the  ufual  questions,  and  received  brother  Newhoufe’s  confefiion 
of  faith  ;  attempted  the  ordination  prayer,  and  alfo  the  charge 
from  Col.  q.  17.  Take  heed  to  the  minijhy  which  thou,  hcfi  received, 
in  the  Lordy  that  thou  fulfil  it .  Brother  Nathan  Smith  preached 
to  tire  people  from  Heb.  xiii.  22.  I  befeqch you,  brethren  >  fufisr 
the  nvord  of  exhortation , 

Rkv.T  homas  Hunt,  Watford,  (Extrafl.)  Dear  Sir,  Agree¬ 
able  to  the  hint  which  you  gave  me  in  your  favour  of  the  29th 
of  December  lad,  I  fend  you  the  following  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  I  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  minidry,  and  of  my 
Ordination.  Once  a  fortnight  a  conference  on  religious  fub- 
jefts  was  carried  on  for  upwards  of  two  years,  between  fome  of 
the  members  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  under  the  paftoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Booth,  meeting  in  Little  Prefcot-fireet, 
London. 

Standing  related  to  that  church  as  a  member,  I  was  called  upon 
to  unite  and  afiid  with  other  brethren  in  thofe  exercites,  and  the 
leading  ideas  were  fummed  up  by  our  Pafior,  who  alfo  gave  his 
opinion  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  concluded  the  meetings  in  prayer. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  church  thought  proper  to  call  upon  me 
to  ipeak  more  largely  from  a  text  of  my  own  chooiing  lat  their 
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next  c  urch  meeting.  In  this  practice  I  continued  at  their  different 
chuich  meetings  during  the  i'pace  of  iix  months.  After  this,  a  time 
o  olemn  prayer  was  fet  apart  for  divine  direction,  and  fuitab’e 
portions  of  fcnpture  were  read  by  our  pallor.  At  the  follow 
meeting,  held  May  18,  1791,  the  church  unanimouily  agreed 
to  give  me  a  call  to  the  work  of  the  miniftrv,  which  I  cordially 
accepted  in  the  fear  of  God,  looking  up  to  him  for  affiftance. 

,rn  *  e  .  .  Lord’s  day  of  May  1791,  immediately  after 

public  worfhip  m  the  afternoon,  my  pallor  gave  me  a  word  of 
exhortation  from  ACts  xx.  19.  Serving  the  Lord  with  all  humi- 
lty  °f  wind)  and  with  many  tears  and  temptations .  From  which  he 
obferved,  1.  That  t lie  minifterial  work  is  a  fervice,  and  that 
minillers  are  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  Lord  here  fpoken 
of.  2.  The  manner  in  which  the  minillers  of  Chrill  ihould  fill 
t]leir  office,  with  all  humility  of  mind.  The  chriftian 
Ihould  be  fee n  m  the  miniller,  and  the  miniller  fhould  exemplify 
the  cLt  iitian .  3.  That  a  minifteFs  work  is  frequently  attended 

with  great  trials,  and  many  difficulties  ;  the  apollle  fpeaks  of  his 
ferving  the  Lord  with  many  tears.  1  might  therefore  expeft  to  meet 
witn  Giiticuj ties  partly  from  the  world  ;  at  other  times,  from 
quarters  where  I  leaft  expeCled  it ;  and  frequently  from  myfelf, 
und  the  temptations  of  fatan  :  thele  things  would  lometimes 
caufe  me  to  Joed  tears.  On  the  3th  of  June  1791, 1  entered  upon 
the  public  miniftry,  and  delivered  a  difcourfe,  being  my  firfl  fer- 
mon,  from  Pfalm  xxvii.  14.  Wait  on  the  Lord ,  he  of  good  courage, 
find  he  Jhall  ft  reggthen  thine  heart ,  wait  I  fay  on  the  Lord. 

My  Ordination,  which  took  place  on  the  12th  of  September 
1793,  was  conduced  as  follows :  Public  worfhip  began  at  half 
pair  ten  0  Clock.  Mr.  Sutclift,  of  Olney,  opened  the  fervice  with 
prayer.  Mr.  Liddon,  of  Hempfled,  delivered  an  introductory 
difcourfe,  and  by  various  arguments  defended  Proteflanifm  in 
general,  and  the  Diffenters  in  particular  refpe&ing  their  mode  of 
worfhip  on  thefe  occafions,  1.  By  refuting  an  objection.  2.  By 
rectifying  a  miliake.  3.  By  explaining  the  nature  of  the  fervice 
an  which  we  were .  engaged.  The  church  having  recognifed 
their  call,  I  recognifed  my  acceptance  of  it,  and  then  delivered 
the  leading  articles  of  my  faith.  Mr.  Gill,  of  St.  Albans,  im¬ 
plored  the  divine  bleffing  on  the  new  relation  which  the  church 
and  I  had  now  formed. 

Mr.  Booth,  my  Pallor,  then  gave  me  a  folemn,  faithful, 
affectionate  charge,  and  addreffed  the  people,  both  in  one  difcourfe , 
from  Phil.  ii.  chap,  former  claufe  of  the  1 6th  verfe.  Holding  forth 
ihe  word  of  life .  He  fhewed,  1  .What  is  intended  by  the  word  of 
life,  and  2.  Called  our  attention  to  the  duty  here  enjoined. 
It  is  neceffarily  fuppofed  pf  the  miniller  who  holds  forth  the  word 
of  life,  1  ft, That  he  undpritands  it  himfelf  before  he  can  explain  it 
to  the  unaerftanding  of  others.  2dly,  That  he  gives  credit  to  it 
before  he  can  recommend  it  to  the  faith  of  others.  Then,  3dly, 
That  he  exhibits  the  word  of  life  by  the  public  preaching  of 
the  gofpcl  He  applied  t the  fubjeCt  firft  to  myfelf;  and  the 
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charge  was  included  in  three  particulars.  1  ft.  That  I  foould 
hold  forth  the  word  of  life  in  ns  purity.  2d  y,  In  its  amplitude , 
and  ^dlv  In  its  praftical  influence.  He  then  addrefled  the  Deacons 
and  private  members  of  the  church  ;  and  his  exhortation  to  them 
was  included  in  the  following  particulars :  Hold  forth  th* 
nvord  of  life.  i.  By  a  regular  and  Bated  attendance  on  the  means 
of  grace  and  the  ordinances  of  God’s  houfe.  2dly,  By  adher* 
inAo,  and  fteadily  maintaining  thofe  doctrines  which  are  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  word  of  life.  3<dly,  By  fupporting  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  giving  your  paftor  all  the  encouragement  which  he 
may  itand  in  need  of.  4thly,  By  conftantly  maintaining  peace, 
Jove,  and  unanimity  among  yourfelves.  Sthly,  By  fuch  a 
humble,  holy,  and  exemplary  walk  and  converfation  as  ihaii 
adorn  the  do&rine  of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  things.  The  ex¬ 
hortation  was  then  applied  to  the  congregation  at  large.  Mia 
Pilly,  of  Luton,  concluded  in  prayer.  The  whole  fervice 
proved  very  pleafant ;  it  was  compreffed  within, three  hours  and  a 
half;  and  the  conducting  of  it  gave  general  fatisfaftion  May 
the  Lord  crown  the  labours  of  that  day  with  his  bleffing,  to  the 
future  comfort  of  the  church,  and  their  unworthy  paftor,  who 

jfubfcribes  himfelf. 

Your  obliged  friend  and  brother  in  the  gofpel, 

TUHMA^  HT7NT 


The  Rev.  John  Rowland,  at  Cold  Rowley,  Durham,  23d 
of  October  1 793.  Mr.  Curatorf,  an  Independent  miniftring  Bro¬ 
ther,  of  Newcaftle,  opened  the  worlhip  with  a  fhort  prayer,  ex* 
plained  the  fervice  to  be  attended  to,  read  Ephef.  iv.  1 — 16. 

\  Tim.  iii.  1—7.  fung  and  prayed.  Mr.  Whitfield  conduaed 
the  ordination  fervice,  by  propofing  the  queftions  to  the  church 
and  the  paftor,  and  received  the  confeflion  of  faith:  he  alio 
offered  up  the  ordination  prayer.  After  a  pfalm  ( 1  32.  C.  M.  from 
the  paufe),  was  fung,  he  gave  the  charge  from  1  Tim.  iv.  16, 

f 

*  The  brevity  of  this  fervice  is  to  be  attributed,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
the  following  circumttance.  The  church  at  Watford  had  laid  their  plan 
after  the  old  method,  to  have  two  fermons  at  the  ordination;  and  hence 
Mr,  Hunt  came  to  town,  and  requeued  his  -paftor  to  preach  one,  and  me 
the' other  :  I  faid  to  him,  “  My  good  brother,  I  am  fure  L  would  gladly 
Ihew  you  any  refpedl  in  my  power,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  I  can  be 
with  you  at  the  time  you  have  fixed  ;  befules,  why  fhould  we  always 
have  two  fermons  at  an  ordination,  and  tire  the  people  to  death? 
Muft  we  forever  groan  and  go  on  in  the  road  of  impropriety  ?  Dc» 
give  my  love  to  friend  J3ooth ,  and  hcfeech  him  to  break,  the  neck  of  a 
cuftom  of  which  every  body  complains.  He  lias  done  fo  much  good 
that  if  he  takes  upon  him,  1  mean,  if  he  innovates  a  little,  nobody  will 
blame  him  :  a  diltindtion  will  be  made  by  all,  but  idiots,  between  refor¬ 
mation  and  revolution.  Mr.  Hunt,  I  fuppofe,  carried  the  meffage,  and 
only  one  fermon  was  preached  ;  and  fo  pleafed  were  the  people  with 
the*  manner  in  which  the  bufinefs  was  conducted,  that  Brother  Hunt 
hopes,  when  it  is  generally  known,  it  will  become,  in  fome  refpeci  at 
lead,  a  model  for  future  ordinations,  and  form  a  new  sera  in  the  hi  dory 
of  thefe  fervices.  Editor. 

I  Who  is  force  dead  :  he  was  a  lively  and  exemplary  and  ufcful  mimfter. 
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concluded  “«^^ntota,|,li,lrin*  brol^r/of  Hexham, 
Th^hiifi V VL L I*  t  Tf  RRY’  at  SnaPe>  Yorkfhire,  Nov.  , ,  I70, 

Jowief  b  a  i  r  Wr«°Pened  by  Mn  Row,and’  of  Cold 
Tit.  i.Vpet  t  ,?dui?0r-v  Pra.ver.  reading  Matt,  xxviii. 

the  primitive  *iu  d"  WItj^  '>1fePaFc,oul^t  °P  orcl'nations  among 
P  ,  htirches,  and  in  the  dilfenting  congregations •  then 

bngandptayed  Mr.  Whitfield  propofed  be  nelelry  queiHon s 

°  the  church  and  the  pallor  ;  heard  hif  faith,  which  was  approved 

and  made  the  ordination  prayer.  After  finging  a  hymn  h»  preached’ 

to  the  pallor  from  ,  Tim.  iv.  16.  Mr.  Aihworth'  of  Serfome 

having  prayed  preached  to  the  people  from  Phil.  i.  2?.  Qnh 

.it  y»m  con-verfation  be  as  it  becometb  the  Go/pel  of  Chriff  :  He  alio 
concluded  with  finging  and  prayer. 

1  his  fervice  was  conduced  in  a  dwelling  houfe  th»  nonr 

fndcoldn0t  mlWS  3  meetinS  houfe?  a  baril  being  too  dark 
at  Mafitnfh  theiT/r‘ef.ly  neighbours  the  Quakers  and  Methodijh 
at  Mailaii),  being  fo  aafnendly  as  each  to  deny  the  ule  of  their 

refpealve  houles  upon  this  occafion:  But  it  was  pleafing  tore’ 

baf  T  Chat  t,le  tllrone .f.  gra«  ls  every  where  accelfible,  and 
shat  the  people  were  within  the  prom  ife,  Mat.  xviii.  20. 

w ^cv  Joseph  Ring,  at  Bradford,  Wilts,  (F.xtraft  of  two 
letters)  April  24,  1794.  Yefterday  we  attended  at  Bradford  the 

ordination  of  Brother  Jofeph  Ring.  Mr.  Cooper  began  the  fer- 
.me  D>  rearung  a  fuitable  part  of  fcrjpture,  attended  with  prayer 
and  finging,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  introduce  the  work  by 
a  brief,  but  judicious  difcourfe,  in  which  lie  confidered  the 
,  bnfnan  mimftrvas  an  appointment  ofChrift;  infilled  on  the  in. 
t.ependencey  of  Gofpel  Churches,  and  congratulated  the  people 
on  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  in  this  cafe.  He  then  propoled  the 
r«lual  queihons  to  the  church  and  miniller.  Mr.  Rino-  now  deli¬ 
vered  memoriter,  a  confeffion  of  his  faith,  with  much  feriouf- 
TiSiS’  regularity,  and .  good  fenfe.  His  fentiments  are  flriaiy 
evangelical.  Mr.  Rawlings,  of  Trowbridge  prayed  the  ordination 
prayer  with  great  fpirituality,  adding  the  impofition  of  hands, 
in  which  he  was  joined  by  feven  or  eight  of  his  ordained  brethren! 

Dr.  Ryland,  of  Broadmead,  then  delivered  a  mod;  pious,  perti¬ 
nent,^  ingenious,  and  animated  charge  from  ^  Tim.  iv.  5.  But 
watch  thou  in  all  things.  After  a  few  verfcs  more  were  funo-, 

Mr.  Tommas,  of  the  Pithay,  delivered  a  very  fuitable  difcourfe 
to  the  people  from  1  ThefT.  v.  12,  13.  And  <we  befeecb you  bre¬ 
thren  to  know  them  which  labour  among  you,  &c.  It  was  trulv  de¬ 
lightful  to  hear  how  affe&ionatejy  and  feelingly  this  venerable  fer* 
vant  of  Chriff  addreffed  the  Church.  We  all  rejoice  in  the  gifts 
and  grace  of  Dr.  Ryland,  and  tiling  it  a  great  privilege  for  the 

,  church 
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church  at  Broadmead,  the  academy  at  Briftol,  and  the  Baptift  in¬ 
ter  eft  in  general,  that  Providence  has  brought  him  into  this 
neighbourhood.  May  the  great  Head  of  the  church  long  preferve, 

a  (lift,  and  fucceed  him  1 

t  * 

Rev.  Dr.  Ryland’s  Settlement. 


Extract  of  a  letter.  May  20,  1794*  , 

“  Laft  Thurfdav,  the  15th  inftant,  I  attended  the  long  wifhed 
forevent  of  Dr/ Ryland’s  fettlement  as  pallor  of  the  Baptitt 
Church  at  Broadmead,  Briflol.  Mr.  Hughes  began  the  fervjce 
about  half  pall  10  o’Clock,  by  reading  feveral  parts  offcnpture 
attended  with  prayer.  Mr.  B,  Francis  then  gave  out  a  luitable 
hymn,  as  he  did  feveral  times  afterward  ;  but  as  he  was  to 
preach  a  fermon  in  the  evening,  he  took  no  other  part,  in  the 
firft  public  fervice.  Mr.  Kingcion  then  gave  the  following  ac- 

count  of  the  bnfinefs  of  the  day.  .....  , 

«  As  the  members  of  the  church  afTembling  in  this  place  have 

been  deprived  by  death  of  their  beloved  pallor,  the  late  Dr, 
Evans,  and  as,  on  various  accounts,  it  is  necellary  the  paftor  of 
this  church  fhould  poffefs  abilities  for  giving  inilru^lion  to  pious 
•young  men  who  are  candidates  for  the  minidry ;  they,  after 
Peeking  divine  diredfion,  confulting  triends,  and  employing 
their  thoughts  much  on  the  fubjedt,  fuppofed  that  Dr.  Ryland 
did  po fiefs  fuch  abilities,  and  was  likely  to  be  refpedtable  and 
ufeful  among  them  both  as  tutor  and  pallor. 

<  Accordingly  they  laid  the  matter  both  before  the  church  ct 
Northampton  apd  Dr.  Ryland,  for  their  ferious  confederation. 
The  Dodtor  and  his  church  there,  after  feeking  direction  from 
heaven,  on  the  mod  mature  deliberation,  could  not  but  think 
the  call  was  from  the  Lord,  and  that  therefore  it  was  their  duty 
to  comply  with  it.  And  though  it  was  a  fore  trial  to  the  church 
at  Northampton  to  part  with  a  mirtifter  apd  pallor,  who,  on 
fnany  accounts,  ha.d  been,  and  dill  is  very  dear  to  them,  yet 
from  the  confederation  that  his  removal  to  Broadmead  was  like¬ 
ly  to  conduce  to  his  great  ufefulnefs,  and  the  more  general 
benefit  of  the  Chridian  church,  they  generoufly  confented  to 
give  him  up,  and  publickly  difmified  him  for  the  above  ends 
to  this  church :  and  we,  fome  of  the  miniders  and  members  oi 
neighbouring  churches,  are  here  prefent  to  witnefs  this  union, 
to  teftify  our  approbation  of  it,  and  thankfulnefs  for  it ;  to 
implore  a  divine  bleding  upon  it,  aiifl  to  give  this  our  highly 
refpedted  Brother  Dr.  Ryland,  a  fincere  welcome  to  our  pulpits, 
to  our  houfes,  and  to  our  hearts.’ 

“  Mr.  Kingdon  then  prayed.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Exeter,  preached  ; 
and  Mr.  Tommas,  of  Briflol,  clofed  the  fervice  in  prayer.” 

The  following  is  a  Ihort  but  faithful  fketch  of  Mr.  Clark’s 
difeourfe  on  this  interefting  occafion. 

As  my  worthy  brother,  whom,  «pon  the  prefent  occafion,  I  am 
called  to  addrefs,  had  long  fuftained  the  paftoral  office  with 
much  honour  and  reputation  in  another  part  of  the  Lord’s 

flock 
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not  be  Jxpefted!  t^IftoS’^rth'1  P-erfuade  wSl 

what  is  commonly  termed  n  Pi  US  ^lme  attemPt  to  give 
ODDortunitv  of  /r  a  Charge,  but  fhall  embrace  this 

XTiXVwTofe;  ?  rcfpei*f"!  »d  *•*«»  x 

fc*  T«.i ;,o „ x;  f b>'  f  e«! 

chapter  of  the  book  of  Rnfk  worrs  which  ya.u  find  in  the  11. 
verfe.  *  anc^  l^c  middle  claufe  of  the  4th 

»t't  r  ^  he  Lord  ee  with  you.  , 

reaped  T  \friend!X  ^lutatjon  of  Boaz  to  his 

reapers-— they  exprefs  true  humility  and  genuine  nierv _ “ 

lid  drankbIntoeTh  “f^  L°rd  ^  thee’”  that  they 

the,r  regard  to  God,  and  efteem  for  one  another  f  P ^ 

,*  f  ef  r attention  * 

*  HAT  IT  ?s  A  MATTER  of  great  fMPAP 

TANCEIN  WHATEVER  UTiTATinM  ^  IMPOR- 

t  *  tK  uITUATION,  CONNEXION,  or  p,p 

:i^ce  -  —  -  —  ^  — 

Sy  haynS  the  L°rJ  -Kith  us,  we  mean  fomethinn-  diflinft  from 
fS  n®ceffilry  prefence  as  he  is  an  omniprefenf  befog-  a,d 

-c  S-H  m01C  •*“  hlS  C0m™0n  Prefence  by  which  alt  things 
‘  -?he  d  3n  exiftence;  w«  intend  fuch  an  interpofition  of  his 
providence  and  grace  as  fhall  effed  the  various^  purpofes  for 
which  we  tend  in  need  of  him.  The  Lord  is  with  his  Lotte 

to  proted  them— to  guide  them— to  provide  for  them— to  afift 
and  fucceed  them.  '  10  amt? 

But  what  I  would  particularly  attempt  in  improving  the  fore¬ 
going  observation,  with  refped  to  our  dear  Brother,  is, 

.  Point  out  fome  of  thofe  important  ends  for  which  the 
mimfters  of  Chrift,  and  their  chriftian  friends  on  the:r  beha'f 
would  wift  the  Lord  to  be  with  them  :  ’ 

7  °  fet.  fQrt.h  fo;r‘e  thinSs  which  are  neceffary  in  order  to  our 
entertaining  an  expedtation  of  the  Lord’s  beino-with  us  • 

And  then  offer  fome  confutations  as  encouragements'  to  fun. 
port  luch  an  expectation.  '  F 

The  mimfters  of  Chrift  may  very  properly  defire  the  Lord  to 

be  wi.h  them  m  the  dilpenfations  of  his  providence,  by  affording 

tnem  fuch  meafures  of  health  and  ftrength  as  may  fubferve  to 

a  conitant  and  vigorous  attendance  on  the  various  duties  of  their 
©nice. 

r  7  of  P‘,’eience  9l  {be  Lord  alfo  will  be  defired  by  the  minifters 
ot  Lhn.lt,  as  neceffary  to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  their 
own  fonts.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  our  own 
loms  be  in  a  profperous  ftate— this  will  mightily  influence  our 
private  itudies,>and  public  miniftrations:  a  lively  fenfe  of  divine 
things  upon  our  minds  will  difcover  itfelf  both  in  the  houfe  of 
God  and  in  the  houfes  of  our  friends— it  will  fortify  againlt  the 

many 
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ir.atiy  temptations  to  which  we  are  expofed,  promote  holy  bold- 
jjefs  and  courage  in  our  work,  and  caufe  a  facred  fervor  to  run 
through  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called— but  this  lively  fenfe 
caunot  be  p  ode  fled  only  as  the  Lord,  in  the  fpecial  influences  of 

his  grace,  is  with  us. 

The  prefenoe  of  the  Lord  cannot  but  appear  of  the  greateft 
importance  in  every  part  of  our  miniflerial  work.  We  need 
the  divine  prefence  to  diredt  and  influence  us  in  the  choice  of 
our  fubjedts,  and  in  collecting  matter  thereon  ;  when  add refling 
the  congregation,  to  lecure  from  the  fear  of  man  and  the  defire 
of  applaufe,  and  to  enable  us  to  deliver  the  truths  of  God  with 
freedom,  faithfulnefs,  and  fervor  ;  and  in  adminiftering  the  or¬ 
dinances  of  the  gofpel,  that  they  be  attended  to  with  fpirituality 
and  folemnity  of  mind  :  and  as  we  need  the  divine  prefence: 
for  afliftance,  fo  likewife  for  fuccefs,  for  a  Paul  may  plant,  and 
an  Apolios  water  in  vain,  unlefs  the  Lord  is  prefent  to  give  the 
increafe. 

The  divine  prefence  is  needed  in  conducing  the  affairs  of 
the  church  ;  the  fpiritual  affairs  I  mean ;  for  as  to  the  tem¬ 
poral  concerns  of  it,  the  lefs  we  have  to  do  with  them  the 
better:  much  wifdom,  spirituality,  refolution  and  meeknefs, 
are  neceflary  for  managing  the  concerns  ot  the  houfe  of  God  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
intereft  of  the  community  over  which  we  pr elide,  for  which 
we  need  the  Lord  to  be  with  us. 

In  the  houfes  of  our  friends  we  need  the  Lords  prefence, 
that  our  viffts  may  be  conduced  with  wifdom  and  fpirituality,  fa 
as  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  grand  ends  of  our  n\inifferial  charac¬ 
ter.  Yea,  in  the  whole  of  our  deportment  we  need  the  Lord  to 
be  with  us,  that  we  may  preach  by  our  lives  as  well  as  with* 
our  lips  ;  and  exemplify  in  our  general  conduct  the  great  and 
important  truJhs  that  from  time  to  time  are  held  forth,  by  us, 
Thefe  are  fome  of  the  defirable  and  important  ends  fur  which 
the  minifters  of  Chrift  cannot  but  be  folicitoufly  concerned* 
for  the mfe Ives,  and  their  chriftian  brethren  for  them,  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  divine  prefence  ;  for  thefe  purpofes  we 
need  the  Lord  to  be  with  us.  We  are  not  fufficient  of  ourfelves 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves,  ail  our  fufficiency  is  of  God-. 

But  in  what  way  are  we  to  expe&  the  Lord  to  be  with  us  in 
our  public  character  ? 

It  is  highly  neceffarv  to  fuch  an  expectation  that  we  be 
attentively  concerned  for  a  dole  and  Heady  walk  with  him  in 
oar  private  character.  Without  this,  his  fpirit  will  be  grieved 
by  us,  and  if  grieved,  his  feniible  influence  be  withdrawn. 
Would  we  have  the  Lord  with  us  ?  let  us  make  the  enjoyment 
of  his  prefence  the  matter  of  earned  prayer,  and  in  all  our 
engagements  maintain  a  dependence  on  him— det  us  be  found 
in  the  diligent  ufe  of  thofe  meat  s  in  which  his  prefence  is  to 
be.  expected — and  fee  to  it  that  our  ends  be  right  when  feek- 
mg  the  divine  prefence.  Let  our  ultimate  end  in  deffring 
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the  prefence  of  God  be  the  fpm~  on  n-  •  ,*  .  u 

Eis  own  glory  in  the  advancement  of?  ,afford’,ng  “"f«n 
and  the  intereft  and  welfare  ?f  h/?  f  S  ^dom^ 

fervent  our  defire  of  hit*  r  t^e  ^  u  s  0i  men*  However 
be  or  linu  pi;  f  »  presence  to  allid  and  fucceed  us  maf 

Hght  if  felf  Z  r  0lIr.dePend^,}ee.  thereon,  if  our  end  is  not 
imall'  dano-er  ?  ^  tlmate  obJel^’  bf  which  we  are  in  no 
S£e  aSadon  ”'e, and  dePendenfce  canno't  meet  the 

*tffiftancePoPr  fuccet[ha7h  WhT' 1  ^  t°"  l°  the 

in  nraver  a  c  1S  jl1§^t  by  us-  Were  we  to  exprefs 

Of  God  wl  e"ds/?r  whlch  we  a(k  the  prefence  and  blefling 

found"?  Whnnfef,‘S  °Ur  obieQ:’  we  fhould  be  utterly  con 

t;ons  cannof  1*°“  U  m£de  t0  fee  and  feel  that  fuch  peti- 

fch  of  God  if'  butmuftbead  domination  in  the 

ell  ,or!d  f  1'Vilen  0p  Faft  importance  that  we  look 
i ell  to  the  end  for  which  we  defire  a  divine  blefling.  We  mav 

be  tiST}n  Preparitg  f"r  the  wofk  ofthe  fenauffjr;  we  may 

ance-nd  ficerf"  apr‘icatl0n  t0  God  m  prayer,  both  for  affift- 
hi?  *'V  f,  pea’  We  may  be  exerciling  a  dependence  on 

tkha  vtw  to  n°  °ther  Prindple  th3n  Selfdove*  aild 

iVneceflkr?to f  ,1  'anCflei,t !  c°^uen%«  more  than  this 
“:"h  ,,  '  t0  a  weI!  fitounded  expectation  of  having  the  Lord 

with  us  even  a  regard  to  his  glory.  Finally,  if  «  would 

have  the  pretence  of  the  Lord  with  us,  let  uS '  take  care  what 

f,‘crifVe  ?3ke  £llereofwhen  indulged  with  it  j  that  we  do  not 

crivl  t  K'°  T  °Tn  net,’  °r  bu™  in£enie  to  bur  own  dray,  but 

fflfrd  dhlm  ,Vf  8  f y  dM  tP  h‘S  name>  both  for  the  affiftance 
afforded,  and  luccefs  granted. 

Tfteie  things  ate  highly  necefl’afy  to  an  expectation  of  the 
fpecul  and  fenfible  prelence  of  the  Lord ;  and  where  thefe 
are  round,  there  is  abundant  encouragement  for  his  minifters 
to  expecl  his  prefenee.  The  work  in  which  they  are  engaged 

is  the  Lord  s — the  ends  purfued  are  what  he  is  purfuin? _ he 

knows  the  need  they  have  of  his  prefence  — and  he  has  graclouily 
promifed  it  to  them,  for  thele  purpofes,  my  Brother,' we  wilh 
t,  e  Lord  to  be  with  you :  to  be  with  you  as  a  man,  a  chriftian, 
and  a  chriilian  mmifter ;  to  afford  you  health  of  body,  profpe- 

nty  of  foul,  affiltance  in  your  work,  and  to  crown  your  labours 
with  abundant  fuccefs. 

But  now.  Brethren,  we  turn  our  eyes  from  yoiir  dear  and 
.honoured  paftor,  to  exprefs  our  defires  on  your  behalf,  that  the 
i-ord  may  be_  with  you^-Bn t  for  what  ends?  Among:  the 
various  that  might  be  fpecihed,  we  mention  two  ;  The  one  is  a 
g^wth  in  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  the 
otiitr,  an  increafe  in  your  numbers  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  laved. 

But  m  what  way  are  you  to  exped  the  Lord  to  be  with  you  > 

Do  you  wifh  him  to  be  wdth  you,  that  you  may  be  a  fpiritual 
people,  alive  for  God,  and  making  advances  in  the  divine  life  5 
then  let  each  one  be  making  the  life  and  power  of  religion  in 
nis  own  heart  the  matter  of  his  earned  concern:  Let  there  be 
a  diligent  attention  to  thofs  means  Vvhich  are  adapted  to  pro- 
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rhote  the  life  and  power  of  religion  in  one  another:  watch 
over  each  other:  converfe  freely  together  upon  the  mod;  inte¬ 
rning  fubjefts :  attempt,  as  inllruments,  to  kindle  the  flame  of 
fpiritual  and  devout  affections  in  each  others  bread.  Do  you 
expeCt  the  Lord  to  be  with  you  to  blefs  you  with  an  increafe  of 
grace  and  numbers,  through  the  inflrumentality  of  him  whom 
you  have  chofen  to  be  your  pallor?  In  what  way  are  you  to 
expeCt  it?  Need  I  fay,  or  are  you  not  beforehand  with  me  in 
faying,  by  prayer  for  him?  Yes;  pray  for  him  in  your 
clofets,  in  your  families,  and  in  the  houfe  of  God.  Do  you 
defire  the  Lord  to  he  with  you  making  the  miniftrations  of 
your  pallor  fubfervient  to  your  fpiritual  profit?  be  found  regular 
in  your  attendance  on  them  ;  attend  with  fpiritual  views  ;  be 
judicious,  but  not  critical  hearers  of  the  word.  Do  you  defire 
the  Lord  to  blefs  your  minifter  to  the  increafe  of  your  numbers  ? 
follow  the  word  delivered  by  him,  not  only  to  your  own  heart 
by  fixed  meditation,  butalfo  to  the  confidences  of  vour  children, 
fervants,  and  others  with  whom  you  may  have  opportunity,  by 
fexious  and  faithful  converfattion.  Do  you  defire  that  your  fa¬ 
milies  may  be  bleffed  through  his  inftrumentality  ?  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  converting  with  your  children  and  fervants  oa 
their  moll  important  interelts,  when  he  vifits  you — In  a  word, 
do  you  wifh  the  Lord  to  b-e  with  you  as  a  church,  for  your 
profperity,  both  with  refpeft  to  an  increafe  in  grace,  and  ad¬ 
dition  to  your  numbers  ?  ufe  every  mean  that  is  adapted  to 
promote  thefe  ends.  Forfake  not  the  affembling  yourlelves 
together,  and,  with  every  mean  ufed,  forget  not  that  which  is 
of  the  mgheft  importance,  fervent  prayer  to  the  Lord.  BleiTed 
be  his  name  !  where  thefe  things  are  attended  to,  there  is  encou¬ 
ragement  from  the  word  of  God,  and  the  experience  of  his  peo~ 
pie,  to  expert  his  gracious  pretence  both  in  your  perfonal  and 
colle&ive  capacity. 

And  now,  Brethren,  may  the  Lord  be  with  you  as  a  church  of 
the  living  God — May  he  be  with  you  who  are  in  office  in  this 
church  to  crown  your  attempts  for  promoting  its  moll  im¬ 
portant  interefis  with  a  moft  divine  bleffing — May  he  be  with 
the  aged  and  the  young;  with  thole  who  have  had  a  long 
Handing  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  with  fuch  as  have  lately 
made  a  profeffion  of  his  name— May  the  Lord  be  with  our  other 
Brother*  who  minillers  among  you  in  holy  things — May  he  en¬ 
joy  much  of  the  divine  prefence  in  his  own  foul,  and  from 
time  to  time  come  forth  under  the  fpecial  unftion  of  the  Holy- 
Spirit — May  the  Lord  be  with  our  dear  Brethren  in  the  other 
diftiuguilhing  charafler  they  fuftain,  and  work  to  which  they  are 
called — -that  they  may  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  many  go  forth 
to  publilh  the  gofptl  of  falvation  as  burning  and  Ihining  lights. 
That  Minillers  and  People,  Tutors  and  Students,  may  have 
abundant  reafon  to  rejoice  together,  may  the  Lord  be  with 
yon,  even  fo  Amen  and  Amen. 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes  afiiftant  preacher  to  the  Rev.  Dr,  Ryland, 
and  h>s  colleague  ia  the  Academy. 
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n  nr  j  ,,  Provjdence,  Sept.  6,  1704. 

inent'of  RhlfA1*?  ^aS„Celebraf  d  the  anniverfary  Commence- 
mtnt  of  Rhode  lfland  College.  At  ten  o’clock  in  the  mornino-. 

t™nfwas/ormed  as  ufualj  and  proceeded  to  the 

T  Slr  ^  t  S-h0Uf®’r  efcorted  bx  the  independent  company  of 
jr,rant,7>  m  uniform,  commanded  by  Col.  Spurr  * 

1  he  exercifes  of  the  day  were  performed  in  the  fubfequent  or- 
der,  after  a  prayer  by  Frefident  Maxcy.  1 

salutatory  addfelTes  in  Latin,  and  an  oration  inEngliffi,  on  the 
prog  refs  of  reafon— By  Jeremiah  Bailey. 

An  oration,  5th  intermediate,  on  the  pleafures  of  philofoohy 
:,idi  its  advantages  to  government — By  Enoch  Hazard.  *  '  ' 

tv-ir  SIo  •  n  °ration  in  Grcsk>  on  the  wealth  of  nations— By 
vVilliam  Briggs.  “ 

.  An  °£,at!°n,  4£h  intermediate,  on  the  effeds  of  luxury  in  cm. 
pires— By  Daniel  Warren. 

Difpute  on  this  queftion,  “  Whether  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  li 
quors  is  advantageous  to  mankind”— By  John  Miles,  John  P 
JLittie,  and  Mafon  Shaw* 

•  An  °ratj?nl  zd  intermediate,  on  fcience  as  the  fource  of  em- 
pire — By  Nathaniel  Searle. 

William  Grant*  0rati°n’  interniediate>  on  fimplicity— By 

An  oration,  7th  intermediate,  on  education— By  Stephen  S. 

.  An  oration,  10th  intermediate,  on  the  progrefs  of  revolutions 
m  nations — By  Samuel  Watfon. 

An  oration,  6th  intermediate,  on  the  abfurdity  of  paying  de¬ 
ference  to  cuftom  and  precedent — By  Zenas  L.  Leonard. 

.  The  proceffion  returned  to  the  College,  where  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  clergy,  and  other  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  partook 
of  an  entertainment  provided  for  the  oceafion.  After  dinner 
the  proceffion  returned  to  the  meeting-houfe,  when  the  following 
exercifes  were  performed.  s 

Music — An  oration,  ift  intermediate,  on  the  political  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  clergy — By  Timothy  Briggs. 

An  oration,  in  Latin,  on  fuperhition— By  William  T.  Hazard, 
An  oration,  9th  intermediate,  on  the  pleafures  and  advantages 
of  hiftory— By  John  W.  Richmond.  .  g 

Dialogue  cefigned  to  ridicule  quackery  in  profefllons— be- 
tv/een  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  Jeremiah  Bailey,  Mafon  Shaw, 
and  Enoch  Hazard. 
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An  oration,  8th  intermediate,  on  the  difficulty  of  obtaining, 
and  the  neceffity  of  maintaining,  our  liberty — By  fofeph  Rawfon. 

Music — An  oration,  3d  intermediate,  on  the  theatre — By 
Solomon  Sibley. 

An  oration  on  the  inexpediency  of  the  xAmericans  engaging^ 
in  the  European  War-— By  James  Ellis,  a  candidate  for  the 
degiee  of  Maher  of  Arts. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  then  conferred  by  the 
Prefident  on  the  following  young  Gentlemen,  Alumni  of  the 
College ;  Jeremiah  Bailey,  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  Timothy 
Briggs,  William  Briggs,  William  Grant,  Lloyd  B.  Hall,  Enoch 
Hazard,  William  Hazard,  John  P.  Little,  John  Miles,  Stephen 
Nelfon,  Zenas  Leonard,  jofeph  Rawfon,  John  Richmond, 
Jairus  Remington,  Nathaniel  Searle,  Mafon  Shaw,  Solomon 
Sibley,  Daniel  Warren,  and  Samuel  Watfon. 

The  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the 
following  young  Gentlemen,  Alumni  of  this  College ;  Samuel 
Baylies,  James  Ellis,  Elifha  Fairbanks,  and  Chiron  Penniman. 

,  The  honorary  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  ofBoilon. 

The  Rev.  John  Thornton  Kirkland,  of  Bollon,  an  Alumnus 
of  Cambridge  College,  and  Mailer  of  Arts,  was  admitted  ad 
eundum  in  this  college.  The  Rev.  John  Ufher,  of  the  fame 
college,  was  admitted  ad  eundum  in  this. 

The  Degree  of  Dodlor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Barnard,  of  Salem,  Maflachufetts. 

The  Degree  of  Dodor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Hon, 
John  Jay,  Efq.  Chief  Juilice  of  the  United  States. 

The  Degree  of  Do&or  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  John  Coke- 
ley  Lettfom,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  SS.  of  Great  Britain,  and 
one  of  the  Vice-Prefidents  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society. 

A  Charge  was  then  delivered  to  the  Graduates,  by  the  Pre¬ 
fident. 

An  oration  on  the  power  and  improvement  of  reafon,  and 
the  valedi&ory  addreffes — By  Samuel  W.  Bridgham. 

A  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman  concluded  the  exercifes 
of  the  day. 

The  proceffion  returned  as  ufual  to  the  Chancellor’s. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  day  was  conduced  with  the  greatefl  order 
and  decorum,  in  the  prefence  of  a  crowded  and.^  brilliant  af- 
fembly. 

In  the  evening  the  college  edifice  was  handfomely  illuminated, 
and  fire-works  were  played  off  from  the  green. 

At  their  late  anniverfary,  the  Corporation  of  the  Colleo-e 
eleded  the  Honourable  Francis  Maibone,  and  Major-General 
Martin,  both  of  Newport — the  Hon.  Theodore  Folier,  and 
the  Rev.  Stephen  Gano,  both  of  this  town — and  the*  Rev. 
Thomas  Baldwin,  of  Ballon,  truftees  of  the  college. 

Nov.  1794.  k  ACCOUNTS 


J$0  EXTRACTS  FROM 

Extracts  of  Letters  from  a  Clergyman  in  Connecticut,  gi?«* 
ing  an  account  of  the  Cjeneral  Association  of  the 
Ctmgregdtlonalijis  to  which  he  belongs,  and  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Assembly  of  the  Prejbyierians  in  the  Southern 
States  of  America. 

June  24,  1793. 

Our  General  Affociation,  confiding  of  padors  delegated 
from  the  12  Affociations  into  which  our  202  Connecticut 
churches  are  divided,  has  applied  to  our  Legiflature  for  a  con¬ 
tribution  through  our  churches,  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
Miflionaries  among  the  fouthern  and  welter n  frontiers  of  the 
United  States.  Since  the  peace,  80  or  90,000  have  emigrated 
from  New  England  into  the  frontiers  and  witdernefs,  as  high 
as  the  45  deg  ree  of  lat.  and  weft  ward  to  the  lake  Erie  and 
Ontario.  The  body  of  them  are  Prefbyterians,  or  Congre¬ 
gational  ids,  who,  not  chufing  to  live  as  Heathens,  without 
ordinances,  are  continually  applying  for  our  miniders.  In 
thcfe  infant  fettlements,  congregations  are  too  lmall  and  Mat¬ 
tered  to  be  able  to  fupport  lixed  padors.  It  is  therefore  of 
high  importance,  that  by  occafional  preaching  religion  may  be 
kept  alive  amongb  them  till  they  can  be  brought  to  form  re¬ 
gular  churches.  Our  Legillature  has  enabled  us  to  afk  contri¬ 
butions  for  three  years,  which  probably  may  be  protracted  ac¬ 
cording  to  luce efs.  We  have  already  received  about  200L 
belling  of  collections  from  churches  in  this  State,  and  our  Ge~ 
neral  Ad'ociation,  which  fit  lad  week,  has  appointed  eight  or¬ 
dained  miniders  as  midionaries  among  the  frontiers  for  four 
months,  and  the  General  Adembly  of  the  wedern  Prefbyte- 
rians  fynods  cordially  add  in  concurrence  with  us.  They 
alfo  have  feveral  Midionaries  to  the  wedern  and' fouthern  fron¬ 
tiers,  who  have  met  a  welcome  reception ;  and,  in  fundry 
places,  a  y/ork  of  grace  has  attended  their  pious  labours. 
Lad  year  an  union  was  happily  effeCted  between  the  General 
Adembly  of  their  fynods,  and  the  General  Affociation  of  our 
Connecticut  churches.  This  Spring,  three  of  our  delegates 
fat  (without  vote)  in  the  General  Adembly  at  Philadelphia- ■; 
and  lad  week,  Dr.  Rodgers,  and  two  other  delegates  from  that 
Affembly,  fat  in  our  General  Affociation  in  Connecticut. 

November  1,  1793. 

I  was  at  Philadelphia  in  May  lad,  feat  thither  with  two  of 
my  brethren  from  Connecticut,  by  our  General  Affociation,  to 
attend  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Prelbyterian  church,  which 
is  diffufed  through  the  date  of  New  York,  and  all  the  States  to 
the  fouthward  of  it.  That  church  is  formed  on  the  plan  of 
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the  church  of  Scotland.  Our  churches  in  Connecticut  are 
on  a  platform,  about  mid-way  between  that  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  and  the  Independents.  More  than  two  years  ago  it 
was  propofed,  that  fome  further  intercourfe  and  connex¬ 
ion  fttouid  be  eftabliihed  between  our  church  and  the  Prelb y~ 
terians  at  the  fouthward :  and  a  Convention,  confifting  of 
about  fix  Gentlemen  deputed  from  our  General  AfTociation,and 
as  many  from  the  General  A  (Terribly  of  the  Prefbyterian  church, 
met  in  this  town,  to  concert  a  plan  of  intercourfe  and  connex¬ 
ion.  The  refult  of  that  Convention  was,  that  there  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  on  both  fides,  who  fhould  correfpond  by  let¬ 
ters  ;  that  there  be  another  committee  appointed  on  both  fides, 
to  recommend  and  give  proper  credentials  to  thofe  minifters,  or 
candidates  for  the  miniltry,  who  were  about  to  travel  into  the 
limits  of  the  other  body;  and  that  there  be  three  Gentlemen 
annually  deputed  from  our  General  Affociatiori,  to  attend  their 
General  AlTembly,  and  as  many  deputed  from  their  General  A  f- 
fernbly  to  attend  our  General  Afiociation ;  that  the  Gentlemen 
deputed  either  Way  fhould  have  a  right  to  attend  all  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  body  to  which  they  fhould  he  deputed,  and  to  bear 
a  part  in  all  the  debates,  but  fhould  have  no  right  to  vote. 
The  ends  propofed  by  this  connexion  are  mutual  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  improvement,  and  an  increafe  of  brotherly  iove  and 
Triendfhip.  Lait  May  was  the  ftrft  time  that  the  refult  of  the 
Convention  of  1791  was  aCted  upon.  In  purfuance  of  this 
plan,  three  of  us  were  deputed  by  our  General  AiTociation,  as 
before  mentioned.  This  was  the  occaflon  of  Tny  being  in 
Philadelphia.  I  fend  you  the  former  adtsofthe  Aflembly,  and 
alfo  a  regifter  of  this  State  containing  a  catalogue  of  the  mini- 
Iters  of  all  denominations.  Thofe  marked  B.  are  Baptifts  ; 
E.  are  Epifcopolians  ;  thofe  marked  C.  call  themfelves  ftriCt 
Congregationaliits— they  are  feparatifts  from  the  confociated 
churches,  as  the  generality  are  called,  and  are  under  the  fuper- 
intendence  of  the  General  Afiociation.  By  thefe  publications 
you  will  fee,  that  there  are  nearly  as  many  minifters  of  our  or¬ 
der,  viz.  Congregationaliits,  in  the  Itate  of  Connecticut,  as 
there  are  of  the  Prelbyterians  in  all  the  States  to  the  fouthward 
of  Connecticut.  The  other  denominations  in  the  States  fouth¬ 
ward  of  us  are  Epifcopalians,  Baptifts,  Dutch  Calvinifts, 
German  Lutherans,  German  Calvinifts,  Papifts,  M.ethodifts, 
Moravians,  Quakers,  Seceders  from  Scotland,  &c. 
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IJ'?'  EXTRACTS  FROM  AMERICAN  LETTERS? 

The  Independents,  taxing  their  Baptist  Brethren 

Mafifachufetts ,  July  26,  1794. 

u  In  the  Regifter,  page  524, you  have  Hated  the  cafe  of  Dif- 
fenters  in  Old  England  ,  and  now  I  will  give  you  a  view  of 
our  connexions  in  New  England. 

There  has  been  a  Baptift  church  in  Medfield*  twenty  miles* 
from  Bofton,  ever  fmce  the  year  1776,  and  they  have  a  mi¬ 
nifter  now  preaching  with  them,  yet  they  were  all  taxed  laft 
year  towards  the  fupport  of  the  congregational  minifter  of 
the  town:  And  on  the  fecond  inftant,  one  of  the  Baptifl 
iociety  there  was  feized  for  faid  tax,  and  carried  to  Bofton 
and  there  imprifioned \  but  our  two  Baptift  minifters  in  Bofton 
fent  a  letter  to  the  afleftbrs  of  Medfield  about  it,  which  they 
received  the  next  Saturday  night  *  and  as  their  proceedings 
were  contrary  to  law,  the  congregational  minifter  of  Med¬ 
field  was  fo  much  agitated,  that  on  Lord’s-day  morning,  the 
6th  inftant,  he  fent  two  of  their  afleftbrs  to  Bofton,  and 
they  releafed  the  prifoner,  without  his  paying  any  cofts,  and 
conveyed  him  home  the  next  day.  I  was  in  Bofton  the  week 
following,  and  was  informed  of  the  uneaflnefr  of  many  in 
town  and  country  at  their  violent  conduch  This  inftance 
may  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  weaknefs  of  what  they  call 
their  eftablifhed  religion  in  our  government.  If  chriftians  in 
general  would  unite  and  renounce  that  tyranny,  it  would 
icon  be  at  an  end  in  America.  But  as  the  Man  of  fin  muft 
die  with  the  confiutfiption ,  he  hath  a  flow  lingering  death, 
2  ThefT.  ii.  4,  8.  Perhaps  his  death  will  be  more  violent  in' 
Europe  than  in  America.” 

Rev.  Mr.  david  jqnes* 

The  Rev.  Mr.  David  Jones,  fometime  minifter  of  the 
Baptift  church  at  Freehold,  in  New  Jerfey,  has  communi¬ 
cated  to  us  his  journal  of  vifits,  made  in  1772  and  1773,  to 
the  I  ndians,  on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Slot  a — a  Piece  of  about  90 
pages.  In  an  accompanying  jetterydated  Baton ,  Pennfylvania* 
.  June  7,  1794,  he  fays^  “  I  am  now  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  army,  and  am  the  only  one  in  America :  by  this  you  may 
learn  that  our  Society  appears  in  a  different  point  of  view  to 
your’s  in  England,  where  you  are.  abided  with  the  odious 
«har  abler  of  a  dissenter.  T  am  to  fet  out  in  a  few  days 
for  head  quarters,  which  is  near  900  miles  in  the  rout  I  am 
to  gQ,  Several  xea&itt  pr^valjedpa  one e  more  to  enter 
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into  the  fervice  of  my  country.  1.  My  health  is  impaired, 
and  travelling  in  times  pait  has  had  a  good  effcdl  on  it.  2. 
The  army  lies  oppofite  to  Kentucke  where  I  have  bufinefs 
to  tranfadf.  3.  I  am  a  neighbour  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
General  Wayne,  whofe  chaplain  I  was  during  the  laffc  war, 
and  to  whom  1  am  much  attached  ;  and  laftly,  I  am  in  hopes 
once  more  of  having  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  the  Indians, 
fhould  I  live  to  the  end  of  the  war.” 

Extradls  from  Mr.  Jones’s  Diary,  we  intend  to  give  as 
foon  as  our  circumfcribed  limits  will  allow  us  the  pleafure. 
At  prefent  we  (hall  fatisfy  ourfelves  by  mentioning  a  piece 
of  intelligence  from  another  of  his  letters. 

“  In  the  beginning  of  1793,  Mr.  John  Evans,  from  Wales, 
obtained  recommendations  from  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  Welfh  Indians,  but  by  all  ac¬ 
counts  they  live  1500  miles  beyond  the  Mifliflippi,  which 
makes  his  journey  2500  miles  from  Philadelphia.  L have  not 
heard  of  him  fince  he  arrived  at  the  Mifliflippi;  I  fear  he 
will  never  return,  as  he  had  to  travel  through  the  Spanifh 
dominions,  and  the  Indians  very  favage.” 


MINUTES  of  the  MIDLAND  ASSOCIATION 

OF  BAPTIST  CHURCHES/ 

Meeting  for  divine  worffiip  at  Bewdley,  Rond-ftreet  and  Cannon- 
flreet,  Birmingham ,  The,  Coppice ,  CoJ'eley ,  Evejham,  Leominfler , 
Pcrjhore,  Stourbridge,  Tewkejbury ,  Upton,  Warwick,  Willen- 
hall ,  and  Worcejier . 

flaving  alfo  received  Letters  from  Dudley,  Hock  Norton,  Ryeford 

and  Wejlmancoat . 

Being  met  in  Aflociation  at  Bond-flreet,  Birmingham , 

May  21  and  22,  1793  *. 

Maintaining  the  important  do&rines  of  Three  equal  Perfons  In 
the  Godhead;  eternal  and  perfonal  Election ;  original  Sin; 
particular  Redemption;  free  Juftification  by  the°  Righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed  ;  efficacious  Grace  in  Regenera¬ 
tion  ;  the  final  Perfeverance  of  the  Saints ;  the  Refurredlion 
ot  the  Dead  ;  the  general  Judgment  at  the  lad  Day  ;  and  the 
Life  everlafting :  With  the  Independence  of  the  feveral 
Chrilfian  focieties  they  reprefent. 

.  *  The  letter  of  1793,  was  received  too  late  for  infertion  in 

us  proper  place,  but  the  minutes  of  this,  and  the  other  affociations,  are. in¬ 
troduced  :  1.  To  fhew  the  date  of  the  churches;  and  2.  To  aliiit  any 
ffiitonan  who  may  in  future  write  the  hiftory  of  the  Baptiits.  Editor. 
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Tuefday  evening  6  o’clock,  the  miniilers  and  meffengers  beiW 
aifemoied,  Brother  Edward  Edmonds,  the  minister  of  the  place* 
introduced  the  fervice  by  prayer ;  Brother  Thomas,  of' Leo! 
miniter,  was  chofen  moderator;  the  letters  from  the  churches 
were  read,  and  Brother  Payne  concluded  in  prayer. 

Wednefday  morning  6.  Met  again,  Brethren  Smith  and  Pone 
prayed;  Brother  E.  Edmonds  produced  and  read  the  Circular 
Letter  *;  which  being  approved,  was  figned  by  the  moderator, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  church  at  The  Coppice  requeu¬ 
ing  to  unite  ^  with  this  A  liberation,  on  profeffion  of  the  fame 
faith  and  order  with  ourfelves,  was  received  accordingly. 

As  feveral  of  the  letters  contain  intreaties,  that  a  day  mio-ht  be 
fet  apart,  on  which  the  churches  of  the  Union  fhould  meet  for  fo,* 
lemn  prayer  to  God,  in  particular  relation  to  the  prefent  alarming 
ifate  of  public  affairs;  it  was  agreed,  that  Monday  the  17th  of 
June,  fhould  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe;  or  if  that  day 
fhould  prove  inconvenient  to  any  cf  the  churches,  fuch  are 
earneflly  defired  to  appoint  another  as  foon  as  pofiible,  on  the 
fame  account. 

Agreed  to  recommend  to  the  affociated  churches,  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  prayer  meetings  on  the  firft  Monday  of  every 
month,  for  the  revival  of  religion  among  the  churches,  and 
the  intereli  of  our  Lord’s  kingdom  at  large  :  To  recommend 
to  parents  and  miniflers  belonging  to  our  different  Societies,  to 
renew  the  ancient  and  advantageous  praflice  of  Catechi/ing  the 
Children  of  their  refpeflive  families  and  congregations  :  To 

continue  the  Double  Lectures,  in  the  fummer  months  ; _ _ 

to  be  obferved  until  the  next  AfToeiation  in  the  following 
order: — 


1  Pershore,  Wed.  June  12,  1793. 
2,  Evesham,  Wednefday,  July  3 

3  Dudley,  Tuefday,  Auguft  6 

4  Bewdley,  Wednefday,  Sept.  4 


5  Birmingham,  Cannon-Jh  eety 

Wednefday,  October  2 

6  Coseley,  Tuefday,  April  1,  1794 

7  Warwick,  Wednefday,  May  7, 


The  Minifter  of  the  place  where  the  preceding  lefture  is  held, 
to  be  one  of  the  preachers  at  the  next  following ;  and  the  con¬ 
gregations  are  defired  to  nominate  the  other  preacher,  either  by 
jneflenger  or  letter,  at  the  lecture  immediately  preceding  their 
own.  The  Moderator  clofed  this  meeting  in  prayer. 

At  10.  Brother  Mafon,  of  Stourbridge,  prayed;  Brother  L« 
Butterworth  preached  from  Matt.  vi.  10.  Thy  kingdom  come # 
Brother  Davies,  of  Tewkefbury,  prayed^  (Brother  Jenkins 
who  was  appointed  to  preacii  this  year,  being  abfent)  Brother 
Ryland,  of  Northampton,  preached  from  Hab,  iii.  4.  And  his 
brightnefs  was  as  the  light ;  he  had  horns  coming  out  of  his  hand ; 
and  there  was  the  hiding  cf  his  power .  Brother  Smith,  of  Cofeley, 
concluded  in  prayer. 

Evening  6.  Brother  Thomas  Edmonds,  of  Upton,  prayed; 
Brother  Pearce,  of  Cannon- itreet,  Birmingham,  preached  from 


*  The  Circular  letter  principally  conlifts  of  animating  exhortations  to 

JROWTH  IN  GRACE. 
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Phil.  iv.  i.  Therefore,  my  Brethren,  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for, 
?ny  joy  and  crown,  Jo  ft  and  faf  in  the  Lord,  my  neatly  beloved. 


Brother  E.  Edmonds  clofed  the  Affociation  with  prayer. 
State  of  the  Churches  fince  the  lad  Affociation. 
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Increafe  this  year  -  5$ 

The  churches  at  Bewdley,  Perfhore,  and  Dudley,  are  deftitute 
of  fettled  minifters.  The  reft  are  ail  (applied. 

The  next  Affociation  to  be  held  at  Cofeley,  on  Tuefday  and 
Wednefday  in  Whitfun  week ;  our  Brethren  Edmonds  and 
Pearce,  both  of  Birmingham,  to  preach ;  in  cale  of  failure* 
Brother  Davies  of  Tewkefbury . 

The  fame  Affociation  met  at  Cofeley ,  in  Staffordfnire,  June 
10  and  1 1,  1794. 

Tuefday  Evening  6.  Brother  Webfter,  of  Brofeley,  opened 
the  affociation  with  prayer;  Brother  Peaice,  of  Birmingham, 
was  chofen  Moderator  ;  the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read, 
and  Brother  Thomas,  of  Leominfter,  prayed,  and  difmiffed  the 
congregation. 

The  minifters  and  meffengers  remaining  together,  a  letter 
from  the  Church  at  Shiffnal,  in  Shropfhire,  was  read,  avowing 
union  with  the  churches  of  this  affociation  in  faith  and  order, 
and  requefting  to  be  admitted  among  them  as  an  affociate 
church  ;  their  requeft  was  granted. 

Brother  Burford,  ofTamworth,  read  a  letter  from  the  bre¬ 
thren  there,  frating  that  they  had  lately  made  an  effort  for  the 
introduction  of  the  gofpel  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  town, 
to  accommodate  whom,  they  had  been  at  an  expence  too  heavy 
for  themfelves  to  bear,  and  therefore  requested  the  affiftance  of 
the  churches  towards  defraying  that  expence;  and  a] fo  the  la¬ 
bors  of  the  minifters  as  often  as  any  of  them  could  could  make 
a  vifit  convenient  to  themfelves.  The  minifters  and  meftengers 
heartily  approving  of  the  ftep  our  friends  at  Tam  worth  have 
taken,  agreed  to  recommend  the  cafe  to  their  refpedive  churches* 
and  to  forward  the  contributions  as  early  as  poffible  in  the  en- 
fuing  month  (July)  to  Brother  Pearce,  of  Birmingham.  Bro¬ 
ther  Burford  concluded  with  prayer. 

Wednejday  Morning,  met  at  half  pad  fix.  Brethren  Davies* 
Dawfon,  and  Smith,  prayed.  The  Circular  letter  was  read, 
approved,  and  figned  by  the  Moderator. 

Agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Affociated  Churches,  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  an  Association  Fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  fup- 
port  of  V il/age  Breaching ,  Infant  Inter  efts ,  and  the  Double 
\ 'Lectures  ;  each  Church  to  fend  their  benevolence,  with  their 
letter,  to  the  next  affociation  :  That  Monday,  the  7th  of  July, 
be  appointed  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  in  re- 
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WE  weJb<?t.hof  the  nation  and  the  church  of  God, 

.bi  Ocher  Bilfel  doled  this  meeting  in  prayer 

Met  again  at  half  part  ,0  Brother  Harrifon  prayed ;  Bro- 
tner  Pearce  preached  from  Eph.  iii.  ,0.  To  the  inlrl  that  >L 
nato  the  prtnctpaUt.es  and  powers  in  heavenly  places  mieht  be  known 

the/ F  Z  A  m™fil rf*™  f.GoJ.  After  /nging,  Bro” 
bEAd^pwc  ei  from  Rom.  vi.  22.  But  not  being 

free  from  Jin,  an<  become  ferns  ant  s  to  God,  ye  have  your  fruit 
in  p/ayeT^’  *verlafiitt&  Ufe'  Brother  Rees  concluded 

JntheEvening  met  at  6  Brother  Palmer,  of  Salop,  prayed ; 
L. other  Davies  preached  from  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  For  ye  Low  thy 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  that,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for 
your  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich. 
j-rother  Henry  Dawfon  prayed,  and  difmified  the  afl'embly  with 
the  uiuai  benediction.  '  •  *•  •  J 

,,  _  State  of  the  Churches  fince  the  lad  AfTociation. 
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Jncreafe  this  Year  -  fS 

*  rS|  at  Torceiter  and  ShifFnal  are  deftitute  of  Minifters. 

s  :ie  LoiiDie  Lectures  to  be  this  year  on  the  following  days.  ' 


'i  ■  PERSHoRE,Wednefd.  July  2,  1794 

2.  Dudley,  Tuefday,  Augult  5 

3 .  Birmingham,  Bond-fir  eet , 
Wednefday,  September  3 


4.  Coppice,  Tuefday,  October  7 

5.  Bewdley,  Wednefday  Nov.  5 

6.  Tewkesbury.  April,  i,  1795 

7.  Warwick,  Wednefday,  May  6 


rr-n  .  ,4.  .  1  .  ,  J  ,  /■  ION,  n  CUUClUciy  ,  IM  av  t» 

liie  next  Alfo  ciation  to  beheld  at  Bewdley,  on  Tuefday  and 
Wednefday  in  Whitfim-week.  Brethren  BifTcl,  of  Cofeley,  and 
Sutterwortn,  or  b.vefham,  to  preach ;  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother 
“L.  Edmonds,  of  Upton.  Put  up  at  the  Wheat  Sheaf. 

The  doftrinal  articles  at  the  head  of  the  letter  are  the  fame 
this  "-  car  as  lap.  But  in  the  lifl  of  churches  for  1794,  Broms- 
grove  and  Shiffnall  appear,  and  inliead  of  Stourbridge,  as  in  1793, 
Brett  el-lane  is.  inferred,  .as  the  church  has  of  late  removed  from 
the  former  to  the  latter  place  for  worfhip. 

Liie  dengn  of  the  ailociation  letter  part  of  which feems  to 
oe  the  compofition  of  Brother  Pearce,  of  Birmingham,  is  to 
itir  up  church  members  to  forget  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
to  prefs  after  thofe  which  are  before  :  to  this  end  they  are  exhorted, 
To  fearch  narrowly  into  the  real  date  of  their  own  fouls:  To" 
examine  into  the  caufes  of  declenfions :  rPo  look  again  to  the 
Urofs  of  Thrift,  from  which  frit  relief  was  found,  and  where 
alone  it  can  now  be  obtained  :  To  make  a  frefh  furrender  of  them- 
ielves  to  the  Lord  ;  and,  rI  o  endeavour  to  be  public  blejjlnos  to 
their  families,  to  the  particular  fociety  with  which  they  a  he  in - 


hie,  to  the  church  of  Ghrill  at  large,  and  to  the  whole  world. 


*  It  fills  feven  pages,  Svo. 
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*e  A  chriftian’s  heart  ought  to  be  as  comprehenfive  as  the  uni- 
verfe— th t  Afiatic,  the  American ,  and  the  African,  as  well  as  the 
European,  have  a  claim  on  your  philanthropy.  Made  of  one 
blood,  derived  from  one  common  ancellor,  they  are  yet  your 
brethren.  Oceans  and  continents,  though  they  forbid  perfonal 
intercourfe,  do  not  make  the  relation  wider,  or  the  obligation 
lefs.  In  heaven  you  expett  to  join  with  happy  fpirits  from 
every  nation,  kindred,  and  tongue  under  heaven.  Prefent  dif¬ 
ference  in  clime  or  colour  will  form  no  diftinflions  there — All 
fouls  are  equal ,  faith  the  Lord and  it  is  enough  that  a  foul  exif$9 
for  a  good  man  to  ufe  exertions  for  his  falvation.  Means  are 
connected  with  ends,  and  when  God  in  his  providence  gives 
being  to  the  one,  we  may  realonably  expeft  the  other  is  at 
band — Means  are  now  ufing  by  our  denomination,  as  well  as 
others,  to  propagate  the  gofpel  among  the  heathen.  We  call 
you  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty.  Has  God  given 
you  the  fpirit  of  prayer  ?  Forget  not  the  ignorant  and  idola¬ 
trous,  nor  the  men  of  God,  who  are  gone  to  Ihew  them  the  way 
of  falvation. 

“  God  has  freely  given  you  food  and  raiment  for  thefe  twenty, 
forty,  or  fixty  years.  Have  you  nothing  to  give  to  him  who  has 
given  all  to  you  ?  Nothing  for  him  who  became  poor,  ancT 
Hied  his  precious  blood  for  you?  Nothing  for  him  who  has 
promifed  heaven  to  you?  Did  Ch rift  think  fouls  fo  valuable, 
that  he  laid  down  his  life  for  their  ranfom,  and  are  they  to  you 
fo  infignificant,  that  you  cannot  part  with  t \iz  Jiiperfluities  of  life 
for  their  fake  1  Can  you  bear  to  bellow  that  on  fine  cloaths, 
or  fine  houfes,  or  fumptuous  entertainments,  which  might 
maintain  a  fervant  of  Chrift  among  the  Heathen  ?  O,  beloved, 
if  there  be  any  confolation  in  Chrift,  if  any  bowels  of  mercy, 
fulfil  ye  our  joy,  and  rather  den y  yourf elves,  than  deny  poor 
(inner s  the  means  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  Saviour — 
Confider  what  bleffings  you  enjoy  by  the  GoJ'pel?  Did  that  man 
of  God  facrifice  too  much  who  brought  the  news  of  a  Re¬ 
deemer  firft  to  England.  ?  And  can  you  facrifice  too  much  to 
fend  thefe  tranfporting  tidings  to  Ajia  or  Africa  ?  God  will 
fulfil  his  own  word,  and  give  the  uttermof  parts  of  the  earth 

to  his  Son  for  his  pojjejfon  your  love  to  Chrift  decide 

whether  you  draft  be  helpers  in  this  glorious  caule,  or  no.” 


the 


KENT  AND  SUSSEX  ASSOCIATION 

OF  BAPTIST  CHURCHES, 

Aftembled  at  Sandhurft ,  the  3d  and  4th  days  of  June,  17944. 

Tuefday .  The  meftengers  of  the  feveral  churches  in  this  conT 
nexion  met  at  three  o9clock ;  the  5 2d  Hymn  of  the  11ft  book, 

f  rJJhford  in  Kent,  and  Battle  in  Suffe$,  are  not  enrolled  this  year 
among  the  churches  ;  but  the  dodtrina]  articles  of  this  body  arc  menti¬ 
oned  again  as  in  1793.  See  Regilter  page  33.  Editor. 

"Vyhtts,, 
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Watts,  was  fun g  :  and  brother  Copping  prayed.  The  names  of 
the  me  Hangers  were  called  over,  brother  Knott  was  chofen  mo¬ 
derator,  and  Brother  Middleton  ferine.  The  moderator  then 
read  the  preliminaries  of  the  affociation,  requeued  the  ’  meffen- 
gers  to  read  their  refpedive  letters,  and  after  minutes  had  been 
taken  of  their  contents,  the  moderator  prayed,  and  adjourned  the 
affembly  at  live  o’clock. 

I  ublic  worfhip  began  at  7  o’clock.  Sung  Watts,  Plal.  cxxxiu 
Brother  Stanger  prayed. .  Sung  2d  Book,  xxxiv.  Brother  Knott 
preached  from  2  -Then.  i.  7 — 10.  And  to  you  who  aye  troubled r9 
reji  with  us ,  &c.  Sung  2d  Book  xxii.  Brother  Booker  con¬ 
cluded  in  prayer. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  begging  cafes  which  were  prefented  to 
the  affociation  fhould  be  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the 
churches  in  the  following  order.  1.  Handcrofs.  2.  WivelsfielcL 
3.  Brighthelmlion.  4.  Chatham.  Adjourned. 

Wednej'day .  The  meffengers  met  at  6  o’clock,  and  Brethren 
Pefcodd,  Brown,  Thomas  Stanger,  and  Terry,  prayed.  Bro¬ 
ther  Middleton  read  the  Circular  letter  he  had  been  deputed  to 
write,  which  was  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
life  of  the  churches:  The  fubjed  of  it  is,  the  nature  of 

CHRISTIAN  CANDOR. 

Letters  from  the  Charlefton  affociation,  in  America,  for  the 
years  1792  and  1793,  were  read,  and  Brother  Middleton  was 
defired  to  draw  up  a  letter  in  the  name  of  the  affociated  churches 
to  their  beloved  brethren  in  America.  The  Moderator  conclud¬ 
ed  in  prayer  at  eight  o’clock. 

Public  worfhip  began  at  10  o’clock.  Brother  Atwood  read 
I  Cor.  iii.  Sung  2d  Book,  lxix.  Brother  Atwood  prayed.  Sung 
2d  Book,  clxv.  Brother  Humphrey  preached  from  CoL  i.  4. 
Since  we  heard  of  your  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  of  the  love  which 
ye  have  to  all  the  faints.  Sung  id  Book  cxxxiv.  Brother  Purdy 
concluded  in  prayer. 

It  was  agreed.  That  in  order  to  cultivate  intercourfe  and  cor- 
refpondence  between  our  refpedive  churches,  in  addition  to  our 
annual  meeting,  our  minifters  be  defired  to  vidt  the  churches^ 
and  that  correfpondence,  by  letter,  be  maintained  between  the 
churches  as  frequently  as  may  be  convenient  :  That  for  the  future 
our  annual  meeting  commence  at  one  o’clock  on  Tuefday,  and 
continue,  by  adjournments,  to  Wednelday  night :  That  the  next 
Affociation  be  held  at  Handcrofs,  in  the  parifh  of  Slaugham,  in 
Suffex,  on  the  nr  ft  Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  June  1795.  The 
Brethren  Coe  and  Purdy  to  preach ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure,  the 
Brethren  Atwood  and  Knott :  That  Brother  Stanger  write  the  next 
Circular  Letter,  and  that  an  anfwer  to  one  of  the  following 
queftions  be  recommended  to  him  as  the  fubjed  of  it:  1.  What 
are  the  bef  evidences  of  the  grace  of  God  in  a  believers  heart  P 
2.  What  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  communion  with  God  ?  That, 
the  obfervance  of  the  annual  fall  day,  and  the  monthly  prayer 

meeting 
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meeting  be  recommended  to  the  churches,  becaufe  ©f  the  blef- 
fmg  which  has  hitherto  attended  them:  That  Brother  Middleton 
be  requeued  to  write  to  the  church  at  Afhford,  in  the  name  of 
the  affociated  body,  inviting  it  to  return  to  the  Affociation: 
That  Brother  Middleton  be  defired  to  revife  the  Rules  of  this 
Affociation,  and  to  produce  a  copy  of  the  fame  at  the  next  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  in  order  to  their  being  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
churches. 

The  Moderator  prayed ;  and  though  the  general  ftate  of  the 
churches  loudly  calls  for  deep  humiliation  before  God,  yet  with 
gratitude  we  own  that  much  peace,  harmony,  and  Brotherly 
love  prevailed  while  we  were  together.  The  affembly  was  dif- 
mified  at  two  o’clock. 

Brother  Brown,  of  Battle,  preached  a  lefture  in  the  evening, 
from  Heb.  iii.  1. 

The  ftate  ofthefe  churches  fince  the  former  affociation. 
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THE 

YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  ASSOCIATION 
OF  PARTICULAR  BAPTISTS  j, 

Alfembled  at  Hebden  Bridge ,  near  Halifax ,  June  1 1  and  12,  1793.. 

June  1 1,  Brother  Afhworth  opened  the  fervice  by  prayer,  and 
Brother  Sharp  preached  from  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  Met  again  in  the 
evening  at  fix :  Brother  Littlewood  being  chofen  Moderator, 
prayed.  The  letters  from  the  feveral  churches  were  read,  and 
then  the  Circular  L.etter  by  Brother  Hirft,  which  was  approved, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

June  12,  Brother  Hindle  prayed;  Brother  Langdon  preached 
from  Matt,  xxviii.  20,  and  Brother  Sutcliff,  of  Olney,  from 
2  Tim.  i.  8.  and  concluded  the  public  fervice  with  prayer  and 
finging. 

Agreed,  That  when  the  annual  meeting  is  requeued  to  be 
held  for  the  year  enfuing,  at  a  place  which  may  be  thought  in¬ 
convenient,  on  account  of  its  dillance,  the  propriety  or  impro¬ 
priety  of  it  may  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  brethren 
prefent  when  fuch  requeft  is  made  :  That  the  next  Affociation  be 
held  at  Bacup,  on  the  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  Whitfun- 
week,  and  that  Brother  Pilling,  Brother  Littlewood,  and  Brother 
Hartley,  be  requeued  to  preach  ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brother 

{  A  lift  ofthefe  churches  may  be  feen  in  the  Remitter,  page  34. 

Hyde 
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Hyde,  Brother  Sharp,  and  Brother  Fawcett:  (Put  up  at  the 
George  and  Dragon:)  That  the  Circular  Letter  be  drawn  up  by 
Brother  Stutterd,  On  the  moft  likely  means  for  the  revival  and 

promotion  of  vital,  practical  religion ,  in  our  churches  and  convreva - 
Utm$.  4  4 
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Increafe  .  ,  f  7 

Fhe  Circular  Letter  to  this  AlTociation  is  a  long  Epidle  f ,  or 
rather  a  (mall  edifying  treatife,  on  the  nature^and  impor¬ 
tance  of  evangelical  repentance,  drawn  up  bv  the 
Rev.  John  Hirft,  of  Bacup.  ^  ^ 

I'he  following  is  only  a  brief  (ketch  of  his  remarks  on  this 
very  interefting  fubjeft  :  Repentance  fupppfeth  fin  committed  :  No 
iallen  man  can  produce  it  in  himfelf,  nor  is  it  a  proper  condition 
to  be  performed  by  creatures  in  order  to  obtain  falvation,  but 
is  a  part  of  falvation  itfelf  and  a  free  gift  of  God  :  It  is  needful 
yor  a;l  ment  and  as  preaching  is  the  general  expedient  by  which 
dinners  are  brought  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  blefling,  it  fhoukl 
be  preaciied  to  every  creature. 

The  nature  of  repentance  is  thus  deferibed  ;  It  implies  a  total 
change  of  mind  rdpedling  fin,  that  evil  thing  which  only  could 
jnakt^  it  necelfary  :  it  confilts  in  godly  forrow  for  our  manifold 
abominations  in  heart  and  life,  connected  with  faith  in  the 
Lord  Redeemer,  and  hope  of  mercy  through  him  :  It  includes 
an  entire  renunciation  of  all  confidence  in  the  flefti,  and  a  look¬ 
ing  for  acceptance  with  God,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of 
fefus  Chrift  alone  :  And  it  iffues  in  a  turning  from  fin  to  holi- 
nefs  of  life  and  converfation. 

I  nat  furely  mud  be  of  great  importance  which  the  molt  emi¬ 
nent  minifters  that  ever  exifted  have  constantly  urged  and 
infilled  on,  as  the  peculiar  meffage  they  were  commiflioned 
from  God  to  deliver  to  men.  The  Harbinger  of  the  divine 
Saviour  was  a  preacher  of  repentance,  and  fo  was  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf.  Before  his  death,  and  after  his  refurre&ion,  he  com, 
ipanded  his  apoftlcs  to  preach  the  fame  do&rine— hence,  to  fuch 
as  were  known  to  be  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs  and  bond  of 
iniquity  their  meffage  was,  repent ,  and  pray;  and  every  minifter 
of  Chrift  is  thus  commiflioned  to  preach  to  his  fellow  finners. 

That  mult  be  of  great  importance ,  without  which  there  is 
no  remifhon  of  fins,  nor  final  happinefs  in  heaven ;  but  with 
which  we  are  interefted  in  the  promifes  and  grace  of  the  gof- 
pej  ;  freely  and  fully  pardoned  ;  entitled  to  the  ordinances  and 
privileges  of  the  church  of  God  on  earth,  and  fhall  be  brough; 
to  the  everlafting  ’enjoyment  of  all  the  felicity  of  heaven. 


t  It' fills  II  /urge  pages,  in  afmall  letter  which  printers  call  Long  Primer* 
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accounts 

?ro m  Rev.  Messrs.  THOMAS  and  CARliV, 
Missionaries  in  Bengal. 

j.  Papert  addrefled  to  the  Editor  of  the  Baptift  Annual 
Rea-ifter  from  both  the  Miffionaries. 
a.  Pixtrads  of  their  Letters  to  feveral  perfons,  and  to  the 
Particular  Baptift  Society,  for  propagating  the  Oolpet 

■  among  the  Pleathen. 

To  which  arc  added, ,  Explanatory  Notes. 


To  Rev.  John  Rippon. 

June  7,  1793. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sif,  Atlantic  Ocean, Lat.  45  N.  7  W a 
The  Cron  Princeffa  Maria  appeared  off  Dover,  June  13,  at 
3  in  the  morning  :  we  were  all  embarked  at  5,  and  at  lea  at  6. 
All  dine  at  the  captain’s  table;  all  have  cabins ;  all  as  well  off 
as  heart  can  wiffi  1  we  look  back  on  what  is  paid  with  wonder 
and  pleafure  :  it  is  a  pleafure  to  give  iffue  to  a  thankful  heart 
both  to  God  and  man;  Jtis  a  pleafure  to  thank  you,  dear  Sir* 
for  your  kind  exertions —  Do  pray  go  on  and  foim  a  iociety  in 
London.  We  expert  to  give  you  good  tidings— Our  hearts 
rejoice  greatly  in  being  actually  at  iea,  and  on  our  way  to  the 
poor  Hindoos  %  for  whofe  falvation  we  third:,  and  may  not 
this  be  a  token  that  mercy  is  ripe  for  them.  W e  have  a 
fine  fair  wind,  and  the  Triton,  a  Danifb.  frigate,  biings  you 


this. 


Calcutta ,  Jan.  4,  1794. 

We  all  arrived  here  fafely  through  the  kind  providence  of 
God.  Moonlhee  t  has  turned  his  Lee  to  idols  to  our  great- 
grief,  but  is  now  with  Mr.  Carey.  Parbotee  we  have  not  yet 
feen.  I  have  taken  a  houfe  in  Calcutta.  My  former  was 
written  to  fend  by  the  Triton  which  convoyed  us  to  Madeira, 
but  the  high  fea  prevented  our  fending  letters  on  board.  In 
this  are  inclofed  the  two  articles  I  promifed.— A  fketefa  of 
the  burning  of  the  W  oman,  and  my  coriver  fation  with  the 
Natives  in  1792,  before  my  return  to  England. 

Ever,  ever  yours, 

J.  THOMAS. 


*  The  Hindoos,  or  Gsnfoos,  are  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  India, 
known  by  the  name  of  Hindoltan,  or  the  Mogul’s  Empire,  who  profefs 
,the  religion  of  the  Brahman*,  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
Gymnofopbiils  of  Ethiopia. 

Encyclopedia  Britannica .  EDITOR. 

+  This  Moon  thee  or  teacher  is  Ram  Ram  Bolhoo,  mentioned  in  the 
former  Register,  pp.  358,  and  of  a  favourable  account  isgivea 

in  the  following  iheecs,  Editor. 

Mr. 


MR*  THOMAS'  S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

Mr.  Thomas  s  account  of  an  Hindoo  burning* 

„  yeai  x79°5  as  I  was  coming  down  the  river  Ganges*, 

in  a  Budgerow*,  I  faw  a  great  concourfe  of  people  gathered 
together  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  near  a  village  called  Bau- 
lee,  about  4  miles  from  Calcutta.  On  enquiry,  I  found  they 
weie  a Hembled  to  fee  a  poor  woman  burn  herfelf  alive  with  the 
body  of  her  deceafed  hufbandf .  I  immediately  went  on  fhore, 
and  approached  the  pile  whereon  lay  the  body  of  the  de« 
ceafed,  furrounded  with  Brahmans  who  aflifted  in  the  prepa¬ 
ration  tor  the  burning.  The  woman  was  performing  her 
(ait  rites  in  the  river.  I  immediarely  called  out  to  the  Brah¬ 
mans,  as  tne  men  who  ought  to  teach  the  common  people 
how  to  walk  lo  as  to  pleafe  God ;  I  folemnly  charged  upon 
them  the  fin  of  aiding  and  abetting  in  fhedding  this  inno¬ 
cent  blood,  till  they  feemed  aftonifhed.  Long  time  I  had 
hindered  the  ceremony  by  the  many  things  I  faid  to  them, 
tiil  at  length  they  intreated  me  to  move  farther  from  the  pile, 
fuppofing  that  my  prefence  would  defile  it,  or  that  I  defigned 
to  prevent  their  proceeding  ;  but  I  feveral  times  objedfed  to 
remove,  declaring  my feif  in  the  hand  of  the  great  God,  though 
in  the  midif  of  many  murderers.  I  declared  alfo  to  them  all, 
that  I  would  lee  the  woman  herfelf,  and  talk  with  her,  before 
ever  fire  iliould  be  burnt.  They  replied,  it  was  utterly  con¬ 
trary  to  all  their  laws  and  cuffoms,  and  refufed  to  comply  with 
my  demand.  But  I  continued  to  perfiff,  and  began  to  upbraid 
them  with  a  defign  of  putting  the  woman  to  death  privatelv® 
At  length  they  yielded,  and  the  Brahmans  themfelves  made 

*  A  kind  of  accommodation  boat,  in  common  life  there. 

4  The  origin  of  this  inhuman  practice  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extract  :  “At  the  demife  of  the  mortal  part  of  the  Hindoo 
great  law  giver  and  prophet,  Bramah,  his  wives  inconlolable  for  his  lofs, 
refoived  not  to  furvive  him,  and  offered  themfelves  voluntary  victims  on 
his  funeral  pile.  The  wives  of  the  chief  Rajahs,  the  firft  officers  of  the  date, 
being  unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that  they  were  deficient  infidelity  and 
affection,  followed  the  heroic  example  fet  them  by  the  wives  of  Bramah, 
The  Brahmans,  a  tribe  then  newly  eftabliffied  by  their  great  legiflator,  pro¬ 
nounced  and  declared,  that  the  ipirits  of  thofe  heroines  immediately 
ceafed  from  their  tranlmigrations,  and  had  entered  the  firlt  boboon  of  puri¬ 
fication  :  it  followed,  that  their  wives  claimed  a  right  of  making  the 
fame  facrifice  of  their  mortal  forms  to  God,  and  the  manes  of  their  de¬ 
ceafed  hufbands.  The  wives  of  every  Hindoo  caught  the  enthufiaftic 
(now  pious)  flame.  Thus  the  heroic  adts  of  a  few  women  brought  about 
a  general  curtom.  The  Brahmans  had  given  it  the  damp  of  religion,  aod 
inilituted  the  forms  and  ceremonies  that  were  to  accompany,  the  facri¬ 
fice,  fubjedt  to  leftridtions  which  leave  it  a  voluntary  adt  of  glory, 
piety,  and  fortitude.'’ 

Eoliveli's  lii ft  erica!  Events  relative  to  India »  Editor. 

a  path 
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BURNING  OF  AN  HIND'OO  WOMAN.  I43, 

a  path  through  the  multitude,  down  to  the  river  where  the 
poor  woman  was.  She  appeared  to  be  near  60  years  of  age. 
Her  attendants  withdrew  and  left  her  {landing  in  the  water, 
about  two  feet  deep.  I  afked  her,  whether  or  no  it  was  of  her 
own  will,  or  by  perfuafion  of  the  Brahmans,  that  file  was 
going  to  do  this  violence  to  herfelf :  She  anfwered,  it  was  of 
her  own  will.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  to  her,  that  no  law 
of  God  ever  required  any  fuch  thing  :  that  innumerable 
laws  and  cuiloms  were  invented  of  men,  and  impofed  on  the 
world,  as  though  they  were  of  fupreme  authority :  that  fhe 
ought  bv  no  means  to  think  of  pleafing  the  Divine  Majefty 
by  this  a6l  of  cruelty  to  herfelf  and  children,  and  that  though 
the  flames  of  this  fire  fhould  foon  be  extinguifhed,  yet  fhe 
had  flill  to  endure  unquenchable  fire  and  everlafling  tor¬ 
ments  ;  for  fhe  would  die  in  the  adl  of  violating  the  divine 
and  holy  law  of  God. 

I  eagerly  liflened  for  a  hopeful  anfwer  ;  when,  to  my  utter 
aflonifhment,  fhe  faid  :  €f  I  have  died  fix  times  in  this  mari¬ 
ne  r^  with  this  very  man,  and  now  his  all  come  to  my  mind.59 
This  fhe  fpake,  placing  her  fore  finger  on  her  fopehead,  and 
alluded  to  their  dodlrine  of  tranfini oration  of  fouls.  She 

o 

appeared  by  the  heavinefs  of  her  fpeech  and  eyes  to  have 
been  intoxicated  with  opium,  or  the  like  drug.  I  was  fo 
much  difappointed,  and  grieved  at  heart,  that  after  a  few 
words  more,  I  left  her,  and  retired  back  to  the  pile :  fhe 
followed  me,  with  a  bafket  of  flowers  in  her  hand,  which  fhe 
fl  rewed  on  each  fide  of  the  way  as  fhe  came.  She  then  threw  the 
bafket  from  her,  took  her  lafl  farewell  of  her  friends,  afeended 
the  pile,  aflifled  by  a  Brahman,  and  laid  herfelf  down  by  the 
deceafed,  placing  her  right  arm  under  his  head,  and  her  left  over 
hisbreafl.  Dried  leaves  were  then  thrown  over  them  both, 
and  oil  poured-on  the  whole.  Immediately  two  bamboos*, 
which  were  faflened  with  ropes  to  flakes  on  one  fide  of  the 
pile,  were  drawn  over  all,  and  held  down  by  Brahmans  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  pile,  in  order  to  prevent  any  effectual  fir  ag¬ 
gies.  Now  the  neared  relation  was  called* upon  to  fet  fire 
to  the  pile  beneath  both  their  heads.  Loud  horns,  drums, 
and  univerfal  fhoutings,  prevented  me  hearing  the  cries  of 
the  unhappy  vi&im,  though  I  flood  the  nearefl  to  the  pile. 
The  whole  was  quickly  confirmed  in  my  prefence,  and  I  de¬ 
parted,  bitterly  exclaiming  againft  the  horrid  practice  itfelf, 
and  all  that  encouraged  it.  In  the  fame  journey  I  faw  two 
more  piles  at  each  of  which  a  living  woman  had  been  burnt  j 

*  A  kind  of  large  cane. 


fo 
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io  that  the  reports  of  this  culfom  belnp;  difufed  among  thcn^ 
are  totally  without  foundation.  Probably  the  number  *  of 
vidfims.  def:royed  by  this  kind  of  death  would  be  much  lef- 
fened,  it  the  unwile  laws  concerning  furviving  widows  were 
repealed,  for  thefe  forbid  widows  td  marry,  and  ena6t  that 
tliey  ihall  be  kept  on  the  pooreft  food,  and  fill  the  lowed: 
Nations  in  the  family.  But  it  is  feared  the  cuftom  will  never 
be  utterly  abolifhed  until  that  fure  prophecy  is  fulfilled  ; 
Tve  Lora  will  jamijh  all  the  gods  of  the  earthy  and  men  Jhall 
worjhip  Him.  Amen.  Zepk  ii.  1 1. 


*  A  dreadful  inftance  of  this  inhuman  practice  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  Father  Martin,  a  Jefuit  Miftionary  at  Madura. 


“  The  Prince  of  Morava  dying  in  1710,  his  wives,  to  the  number  of 
47>  were  burned  with  his  corpfe  in  the  following  manner  :  They  digged 
:i  deep  ditch  without  the  town,  and  in  it  erected  a  pile  of  wood  on 
the  top  of  which  the  deceafed  was  laid,  richly  clothed  and  adorned  ; 
when  they  had  fet  this  on  fire,  with  a  world  of  ceremonies  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Brahmans,  that  company  of  unfortunate  women  appeared, 
covered  with  jewels,  and  adorned  with  flowers,  like  fo  many  vic¬ 
tims  defigned  for  the  facrifice.  They  walked  feveral  times  about 
the  pile,  t lie  head  of  which  was  perceived  at  a  great  distance-.  The 
chief  of  them,  having  addrelfed  the  fuccelTor  of  the  late  prince,  refigned 
the  dagger  of  the  deceafed  into  his  hands,  who  took  it  without  fhewing 
the  leatt  flgn  of  grief  or  compaflion.  Alas  !  faid  the,  what  farther  comes 
of  all  human  happinefs  !  I  am  fenfihle  I  am  throwing  my f elf  headlong  into 
hell!  Thefe  words  brack  all  the  fpebfatators  with  horror.  She  had  a 
ehriftian  woman  in  her  fervice,  who  frequently  dilcourfed  with  her  con¬ 
cerning  the  truth  of  revealed  religion,  in  order  to  perfuade  her  to  em¬ 
brace  chriftianity,  but  without  fuccefs.  She  having  {poke  thus,  boldly 
turned  her  face  to  the  pile,  and  calling  upon  her  gods,  flung  herfelf  inter 
the  midi!  of  the  flames.  The  fecond  of  thefe  women  was  the  After  of 
Raya,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  who  aflifted  at  that  deteftable  ceremony. 
When  he  received  the  jewels  from  his  After  with  which  flie  was  adorned, 
he  broke  out  into  tears,  embracing  her  molt  tenderly:  the  feemed  un¬ 
moved  at  it,  and  with  a  refolute  countenance,  looking  lometimes  at  the 
pile,  lometimes  at  the  afliftants,  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Sheeva,  Sheeva, 
which  is  the  name  of  one  of  their  idols,  and  threw  herfelf  into  the  flames 
as  the  firft  had  done.  The  other  women  followed  her  fooh  after;  fome  of 
them  .  appeared  compofed,  and  others  were  caft  down  and  bewildered. 
One  of  them,  frighted  above  the  reft,  run  to  a  chriftian  foldier  who  was 
prefect,  and  begged  of  him  to  fave  her  ;  but  he  ftunned  with  furprize 
puihed  the  unfortunate  creature  from  him  into  the  glowing  pit,  and  retired 
immediately  ;  but  fo  terrified  that  he  foon  fell  ill  of  a  fever  and  frenzy, 
of  which  he  died,  the  night  following.  Whatever  intrepidity  fome  of  thele 
women  difeovered  at  hr  ft,  yet  as  foon  as  they  felt  the  fames  they  roared  in  a 
mojl  dreadful  manner,  and  tumbling  over  each  other  ftrove  to  gain  the  brim 
of  the  pit,  but  in  vain,  for  the  afliftants  prevented  it  by  throwing  upon 
them  large  piece's  of  wood.  The  next  day  the  Brahmans  gathered  their 
hones,  which  they  threw  into  the  fea.  The  pit  was  levelled,  a  temple 
built  on  the  foot,  and  the  deceafed  Prince,  with  his  wives,  reckoned 
among  tire  deities/' 


Propagation  of  Chrijlianity ,  Vob  II.  pp.  156-W57, 
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Mr.  Thomas’s  LAST  Conversation  with  the 
Brahmans,  before  his  return  to  England,  1792. 

IN  the  month  of  January,  1792,  I  was  returning  from  a 
journey  on  the  River  Canges,  and  expected  by  one  more 
tide  to  reach  Calcutta,  but  the  tide  flowing  fooner  than  I  ex^ 
pelted,  I  was  obliged  to  come  to  about  feven  or  eight  miles 
fhort  of  that  place.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  day,  and  din¬ 
ner  not  being  quite  ready,  1  thought  to  take  a  folitary  walk 
on  fhore.  On  landing,  I  faw  no  town  or  village  near,  but, 
converflng  with  a  poor  native,  I  underilood  i  was  within 
half  a  mile  of  a  Hindoo  college,  where  two  famous  Pundits  * 
and  feveral  ftudents,  the  Brahmans,  refided.  1  immediately 
determined  to  go  and  pay  them  a  viflt,  and  the  poor  man 
diredled  me,  pointing  at  a  large  grove  of  trees,  among  which 
they  all  dwelt.  As  I  advanced,  I  propofed  to  myfelf  to  go 
among  them  as  an  enquirer,  and  to  fay  little  or  nothing  to 
them  directly  like  a  teacher.  On  my  arrival  at  one  of  the  outer 
dwellings,  1  met  with  an  elderly  Brahman,  who  afked  ms 
what  I  did  there  ?  and,  while  I  was  latisfying  him,  another 
Brahman  came  up,  of  a  more  Gpen  countenance  and  intelligent 
manner,  with  whom  I  began  to  converfe,  not  without  plea- 
fure.  I  told  him,  I  had  in  my  heart  one  very  great  anxiety, 
that  I  myfelf  was  a  (inner,  that  I  had  but  a  little  time  to  (fay 
in  this  world,  and  when  I  fhould  die  my  foul  would  depart  to 
Heaven,  or  Hell,  and  dwell  therefor  ever  and  ever.  You  are 
a  urahman  (faid  I),  can  you  tell  me  what  I  (hall  do  to  efcape 
the  wrath  to  come,  obtain  forgivenefs  of  (ins,  and  admittance 
into  Heaven?  He  replied,  you  mud  give  to  the  poor.  I 
thanked  him,  and  a(ked  how  much  I  ought  to  crive,  fo  that  I 
I  might  be  fure,  and  not  fail  or  efcaping  that  wrath,  and  ob¬ 
taining  this  felicity.  He  then  faid,  1  mud  give  one-fourth  of 
all  that  I  poflefled.  But  faid  I,  Brahman,  if  all  I  poffefs, 
mould  amount  to  four  rupees  only  (viz.  four  half-crowns),  then 
by  giving  one  rupee  to  the  poor  (hall  I  certainly  efcape  Hell  ? 
Can  I  obtain  Heaven  for  one  rupee  ?  Here  the  poor  Brahman 
felt  himfelf  involved  in  an  unexpected  dilemma  :  for  it  is  by 
no  means  a  notion  among  them  that  many  will  vet  to  Heaven 
I  defired  him  to  fpeak  again,  and  he  then  direted  me  to  do 
holy  deeds;  but  when  we  came  to  difcufs  the  quantity  and 
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*  Pundits  Learned  Doctors. 
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quality  of  thofe  deeds,  he  abruptly  broke  off,  at  the  dread  of 
another  dilemma,  and  faid  he  would  take  me  to  the  College 
juft  by,  where  the  Pundits  and  more  able  Brahmans  would 
anfwer  me  better  than  he  could.  The  buildings  are  of  mud 
walls,  covered  with  ft  raw,  and  furrounded  with  cocoa  nut 
and  other  trees,  which  made  a  pleafant  grove,  and  afforded  an 
agreeable  fhade.  T  heir  feveral  houfes  are  all  round  about  it, 
at  different  diftances.  As  you  ftand  oppofite  the  front  of  it,  you 
fee  a  large  open  ihed,  conliderably  raifed,wherethe  Pundits  give 
leffons  to  their  ftudents  every  morning  :  on  each  fide  is  a  row 
of  tolas,  or  cottages,  joined  to  each  other,  all  exa£lly  alike,  and 
thofe  are  habitations  for  the  ftudents,  who  come  from  diftant 
countries,  and  partake  of  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  Rajahs*, 
or  other  perfons  who  contribute  to  their  fupport.  On  our 
arrival  there,  they  feemed  to  have  heard  of  my  coming,  for 
the  ftudents  poured  out  from  their  tolas  on  each  fide,  and 
affembled  themfeives  under  the  large  fhady  trees  ;  thither  they 
brought  mats,  and  fpread  them  underneath  the  (hade  for  the 
Brahmans  to  fit  on ;  a  chair  alfo  was  brought  for  me,  and  they 
all  fat  down.  After  a  little  time,  one  of  the  venerable  Pun¬ 
dits  appeared,  and  all  rofe  up  to  receive  him ;  feme  paid  him 
homage  by  proft rating  themfeives  at  his  feet,  and  others,  who 
perhaps  had  already  feen  him  on  that  day,  offered  him  lefs 
tokens  of  veneration  andrefpedf:  all  now  waited  for  my  taking 
my  feat,  but  1  profeffed  to  honour  my  elders,  and  requefted 
the  Pundit  to  take  his  feat  firft.  At  this  they  were  the  more 
aftoniftied,  becaufe  it  is  not  the  cuftom  of  Europeans  to  fuffer 
Natives  to  be  feated  in  their  prefence.  After  much  perfuafton 
the  Pundit  feated  himfelf  in  the  front  of  the  Brahmans.  I  then 
took  my  chair,  and  all  the  Brahmans  were  feated  on  the  mats, 
in  the  fame  pofition  which  our  taylors  commonly  ufe  at  their 
work.  I  now  began  to  rehearfe  the  queftions  and  converfation 
that  had  paffed  between  me  and  the  Brahman  I  brought  with 
me,  to  which  they  liftened  with  all  avidity  :  I  then  alked  them 
what  1  could  do  to  obtain  the  great  ends  in  queftion.  Some 
faid  I  ought  to  apply  myfelf  to  the  name  of  God :  by  this  they 
mean  more  or  lefs,  that  I  ihould  perform  the  Zoap,  which 
conftfts  in  its  greateft  latitude  of  pronouncing  the  name  of  God 
millions  of  times,  without  fpeaking  any  other  word ;  and  fome 
whom  I  know  have  continued  this  vain  repetition  for  whole 

days  and  nights  together,  till  their  mental  faculties  have  been 
§ 

*  Rajahs ,  Pagan  Princes,  great  Officers  of  State.  Editor.. 

deranged. 
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deranged.  I  replied  after  this  manner,  How  can  the  infinitely 
great  and  holy  One  be  pleafed  to  hear  his  name  fo  often  pro¬ 
nounced  from  thefe  polluted  lips  ?  I  enquired  if  the  Supreme 
Being  was  wife  and  good  ;  to  which  they  yielded  ready  affir¬ 
matives.  I  then  fixed  my  eye  on  one  of  the  neareft  Brahmans, 
and  afked  him  if  he  had  any  fons  ?  he  faid  he  had.  Whenever 
you  fhall  return  home,  faid  I,  fuppofe  your  fon  was  to  come 
running  to  meet  you,  and  falling  down  at  your  feet  fhould  cry 
out,  Peta,  Peta,  Peta,  Peta  *,  incefiantly,  without  ever  fay¬ 
ing  another  word,  what  would  you  think  of  him  ?  I  fhould 
thmk,  faid  he,  that  he  was  become  fboliih.  So  I  fear,  faid  I, 
would  the  wife  and  good  one,  if  I  was,  in  the  fame  manner, 
to  call  over  his  holy  and  reverend  name. 

I  continued  my  enquiries,  and  they  diredled  me  to  wafn  in 
the  River  Gangesf,  and  the  water  of  that  facred  river  would 

*  Peta  fignifies  Father. 

f  Ganges.  By  comparing  what  different  writers  have  faid  of  this 
famous  river  of  the  hither  India,  in  Aha,  we  learn,  That  it  is  in  great 
edeem  among  the  Natives,  not  only  for  the  long  collide  it  runs,  the  depth 
of  its  feveral  channels,  and  the  purenefs  of  its  dream,  but  from  the  fanc- 
tity  of  its  waters,  which  they  pcrfuade  them  {'elves  have  an  efficacy  to  s wajh 
a-ujay  all  Jin .  This  river  is  in  a  manner  lined  with  their  facred  pagodas 
or  temples,  and  at  certain  fedivals  there  has  been  a  concourfe  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  people,  who  come  to  bathe  in  it.  They  pay  their  devo¬ 
tion  to  it  as  a  God,  and  carry  their  friends  from  diftant  countries  to  make 
their  exit  on  its  ffiores,  and  as  they  die  heave  them  into  the  middle  of  it. 
The  greateft  felicity  that  many  of  the  Indians  wiffi  for  is  to  die  in  this 
river.  They  deem  the  perfon  happy  who  terminates  his  exigence  upon 
its  margin,  and  even  felicitate  that  family,  an  individual  of  which  has 
been  drowned  in  its  dream.  The  Hindoos,  at  the  point  of  death,  if 
near  this  facred  river,  will  with  the  utmod  compofure  debre  to  be  carried 
out  that  they  may  expire  on  its  banks  ;  and  it  is  common  cn  the  near 
approach  of  diffoluticn  to  replied  that  their  allies  may  be  put  into  an  urn 
and  given  to  the  Ganges.  And,  hence,  thefe  circumdances  form  a  con- 
fpicuous  part  of  the  congratulations  given  to  furvivors. 

One  part  of  a  Shanfcrit  Infcription,  trandatedby  Charles  Wilkins,  Ffq. 
at  Calcutta  in  1785,  may  be  condderedas  an  indance  :  “  Sardoola  Varna 
a  prince  who  difplayed  the  enfign  of  royalty  in  facridce,  and  fubdued  the 
world  by  an  infinite  renown,  gratified  the  hopes  of  relations,  friends,  and 
dependants,  and  honour  was  achieved  from  the  deed  of  death ,  near  the 
uprising  ocean  ;”---an  expreffion  this  which  is  interpreted  of  his  being 
carried  to  Ganga-Sagar  to  die.  Editor. 

The  reafcn  of  this  adonifhing  veneration  is,  cc  becaufe  they  imagine 
the  Ganges  does  not  take  its  fource  from  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  but 
defcends  from  Heaven  into  the  paradife  of  Devendre,  and  from  thence 
into  Kindoodan.  Many  of  the  Jews  and  ancient  Chridians  believed  this 
river  to  be  the  Pifon,  one  of  the  four  mentioned  in  Scripture  (Gen.  ii.) 
as  the  boundaries  of  the  terredrial  paradife.”  Encyclopaedia  Britamiica. 
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clcanfe  away  fin.  I  afked  them  fuch  queftions  as  thefe — Does 
not  fin,  according  to  the  Shatters,  defile  and  darken  the 
mind  ?  If  fin  was  taken  away,  would  there  not  be  a  great 
change  of  mind,  as  from  light  to  darknefs,  and  mifery  to  hap- 
pinefs  ?  and  then  would  not  the  renewed  enjoy  fweet  commu¬ 
nion  with  the  Supreme,  who  is  all  light?  Can  wattling  the 
body  cleanfe  away  pollution  of  mind  ?  Do  you  yourfelves, 
when  you  wafh  in  the  Ganges  daily,  find  this  great  change  ? 
Do  you  go  down  into  the  water  with  a  mind  darkened  by 
fm,  and  come  up  with  a  mind  enlightened  of  the  Ganges? 
Jt  is  difficult  for  me  to  exprefs  their  utter  confufion  and  atto- 
nifhment;  for,  it  is  probable,  they  had  never  before  heard  any 
of  thefe  things  queftioned.  But  their  candour  allowed  them 
to  Ipeak  freely  againft  their  own  experience,  which  imme¬ 
diately  refledted  the  condemnation  of  their  own  doctrines. 

Others  diredfed  me  to  worfhip  the  Gods.  I  then  enquired 
if  it  w7as  written  in  their  Shatters,  that  without  faith  no  wor¬ 
fhip  or  ceremony  could  be  acceptable  to  God  ?  They  faid  yes 
* — then  faid  I,  my  worfhip  and  ceremonies  can  never  be 
accepted,  for  I  have  none  of  that  which  you  call  faith — no  Caft* 
no  faith — how  fhall  I  worfhip — how  (hall  I  be  accepted  ?  The 
quettion  then  was,  whether  or  no  I  could  obtain  faith,  and 
how?  Faith,  they  faid,  was  obtained  by  reading  the  VTdas; 
But,  faid  I,  the  words  of  the  Vedas  are  reputed  fo  holy,  that 
if  any  man  tticuld  read  them  who  is  not  a  Brahman,  it  would 
be  his  fin ;  I  am  not  a  Brahman,  neither  can  I  become  a 
Brahman  if  I  would  give  ten  thoufand  worlds.  Befide,  faid  I, 
do  you  believe  the  words  of  Juditteerf  ?  O  !  yes,  certainly, 
certainly,  faid  they,  from  every  quarter.  Now  Judifteer  is  a 
very  great  charadier  in  their  grand  poem,  the  Mahabharot  J, 
and  fome  think  the  account  there  given  of  him  is  a  mutilated 
tradition  of  Jefus  Chritt — be  that  as  it  may,  they  fay  of 
him  in  this  poem,  That  he  was  not  born  by  ordinary  genera¬ 
tion,  but  of  Dhormo,  the  Holy  One :  That  when  he  was 
born  all  the  hills  of  the  earth  were  enlightened:  That,  while  a 
child,  fome  great  king  fought  his  death :  That,  as  he  grew  up, 
he  went  about  doing  good,  and  diffufing  bleffings  wherever  he 

*  Caft  fignifies  order,  or  tribe. 

f  Judifieer.  “  judifteer”  (vvbofe  name  is  commonly  written  Yud- 
hifht’hir  by  Sir  William  Jones)  “  is  the  eldeft  of  the  five  brothers  whole 
fortunes  and  exploits  are  the  leading  fubjeift  in  the  Mahabharit,”  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Indian  Drama.  Sir  William  Chambers,  Editor. 

t  Maha  is  great— Ubarot  is  long  or  poem,  I  am  not  lure  which. 

came: 
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came :  That  he  hadfeveral  younger  brethren,  wlp  had  not  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy,  like  him;  and  on  a  certain  day,  his 
mother  fent  one  of  her  younger  Tons  to  fetch  water  from  a 
tank,  or  pool:  on  his  coming  to  the  tank,  he  faw  Dhormo, 
the  Holy  One,  fitting  on  the  water’s  edge,  in  fhape  of  a  bird  ; 
Dhormo  a  iked  him  four  queftions ;  the  laid  and  the  chief  of  them 
was,  Which  is  the  way  to  Heaven  ?  1  he  lad  faid  he  could  not 
tell.  Dhormo  then  forbad  h:m  to  take  water,  till  the  queftion 
was  anfwered.  But  he  prefuming,  went  to  take  water,  and 
fell  down  dead.  The  mother  finding  her  fon  did  not  return  fent 
another,  and  the  fame  things  happened  to  him  ;  lbe  fent  them 
all,  one  after  another,  except  Judifteer,  and  they  all  died  in 
the  fame  manner ;  laid  of  all  ihe  fent  Judnleer — when  he  came, 
he  readily  anfwered  all  the  queftions,  and  to  this  quefdion^ 
which  is  the  way  to  Heaven?  he  anfwered  thus:  viz.  Veda 
Bibhinna  ;  the  Vedas  *  are  difcordant ,  contradictory,  one  diredfs 
this  way  to  Heaven,  another  that.  Shreeteo  Bibhinna ;  the 
Shaftersk  are  alfo  difcordant.  Naajho  mo?ieerjuJhea  muttong  nob - 
hinna  ;  none  of  the  rules  of  the  ancients ,  but  what  are  dijcordant , 
Dhormufheea  tuttung  nibrreetung  goohoinga .  Bhe  way  to 
Heaven  is  different  from  all  theje.  Sdciha  zona  zano  Gotujheea 
Pontha  ;  the  path  which  the  great  perfon  walks  in ,  that’ s  the 
way .  Judildeer  having  fully  replied,  Dhormo  was  well  pleafeck 

*  Veda.  Ved  is  a  Shanfcrit  term,  bv  which  the  Hindoos  denominate 
the  books  of  the  law  of  their  religion.  This  word  is  written  by 
the  Tamulians,  or  Malabars,  Vedam,  and  called  Bed  by  the  Bengalies, 
who  have  in  effeCt  no  <v  in  their  alphabet  y.  The  Vedas  are  of  Shanfcrit 
compofition  in  Nagari  characters,  and  are  very  numerous,  but  were 
reduced  to  four  by  Vyafa,  who  is  fuppoled  to  have  ieleCted  from  them 
every  information  that  is  neceffary  for  man.  The  Hindoos  con lider  them 
as  the  fountain  ot  all  knowledge,  human  and  divine.  They  are  divided 
into  the  three  general  heads  of  works,  faith ,  and  worfhip  j  and,  it  they 
maybe  judged  of  by  that  compendium  of  them,  which  is  called  Upani- 
fhat ,  they  abound  with  noble  fpeculations  in  metaphylicks  and  fine  dil- 
courfes  on  the  being  and  attributes  ot  God.  Colonel  Polier,  a  great 
collector  of  Indian  Antiquities,  pofTefTes  a  complete  copy  of  all  the  four 
Vedas  in  eleven  large  volumes  p.  Editor, 

4  Dow's  Dijfertations . 

|  Dijfertations  relating  to  Afia ,  by  Sir  William  Jones,  and  others,  Kvo, 
1792,  vol.  i.  p.  27,  115,  185,  vol.  ii.  p.  4-,  98,  I04-)  107,  and  no. 

§  Shajlers.  Thefe  are  Commentaries  on  the  Vedas.  “  The  word 
Saftra,  derived  from  a  root  fignifying  to  ordain ,  means  generally  an  Ordi¬ 
nance,  and  particularly  a  Sacred  Ordinance  delivered  by  infpiration ; 
properly,  therefore,  this  word  is  applied  only  to  Sacred  Literature." 

Sir  IVilliam  Jones.  Editor. 

7  3  ckanfe 
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in  token  oi  which,  his  brothers  were  all  reftored  to  life,  who 
taking  water  all  went  home  with  him.  Now  Brahman,  faid  Is 
1  afk  you  the  way  to  Heaven  ?  you  direbt  to  the  Vedas — Ju- 
oi  fleer  fays  the  Vedas  are  difcordant.  Nothing  that  is  difcordant 
coulu  ever  come  from  God  you  know.  I  afk  you  the  way  to 
Heaven  ?  and  you  direbt  me  to  the  fayings  of  the  Shaffers; 
but  judifteer  fays,  the  way  to  Heaven  is  different  from  all 
tilde:  which  am  I  to  believe, you  or  Judifteer  ?  You  cannot  be 
both  right.  Here  they  expreffed  their  wonder,  how  I  came  to 
be  acquainted  with  what  was  written  in  their  Shaffers,  and 
they  knew  not  what  to  fay,  but  continued  to  declare,  they 
never  faw  or  heard  of  the  like.  Another  queftion  arofe  con¬ 
cerning  who  this  Maha  aooan  could  be?  Some  faid  God _ * 

but  I  objedfed  he  was  never  called  Zoan,  or  a  perfon  in  their 
Shaffers:  others  faid  it  muff  mean  any  holy  man;  I 
afked  if  ever  they  heard  of  a  holy  man  who  walked  differently 
from  the  Vedas  and  all  the  Shaffers  ?  They  faid  No.  Befides, 
I  faid,  it  was  the  fuperlative  term  here  ufed,  and  could  not  be 
applied  to  any  but  One.  I  could  no  longer  withhold,  but  now 
began  to  unfold  to  them  the  word  of  God,  which,  at  fundry 
times  and  places  and  in  divers  manners,  was  lent  to  men  inpaft 
ages  by  the  Prophets  :  I  particularly  fpoke  of  the  prophecies 
cl:  the  Great  One  that  was  to  come,  of  the  time,  the  tribe,  the 
place,  and  the  manner  of  his  coming.  Of  his  conception,  his 
birth,  myfterious  perfon,  miracles,  life,  death,  refurrebfion,  and 
afcenfion,  and  of  his  (bedding  down  the  Holy  Ghoff  in  the 
frr ft  times ;  and  of  his  giving  that  reft,  and  peace,  which  paffeth 
all  underftanding,  to  poor  finners,  even  to  this  day,  of  whom 
I  myfelf  was  one;  and  that  he  does  fo  in  all  parts  of  the  earth 
wherever  his  faving  health  and  holy  name  is  known. 

It  would  not  be  an  eafy  work  to  defcribe  their  affe&ing 
emotions  of  mind,  which  they  all  along  expreffed  in  different 
ways  :  Some  ran  and  climbed  up  the  cocoa  nut  trees,  gathered 
the  nuts,  and  broke  the  ffiell,  that  I  might  drink  the  fweet  water 
out  of  them;  (God  Almighty  grant  that  I  may  break  the  fhell 
to  many  of  them,  that  they  may  drink  of  living  waters,  out 
of  the  inexhauftibie  fountain  in  Chrift, )  others  brought 
fweetmeats,  fruits,  milk,  and  the  like,  and  laid  them  all  at 
my  feet,  faying  it  would  be  their  fin  to  fuffer  me  to  go  away 
and  not  eat,  for  the  day  now  was  declining :  we  had  been  fix 
hours  and  upwards  in  converfation,  and  I  began  to  take  leave, 
but  they  continued  to  follow  me  even  down  to  the  boat;  there 
I  fliewed  them  a  Bible,  the  firft  they  ever  faw ;  and  I  reminded 

them 
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them  of  a  faying  in  their  Shatters,  That  all  nations  of  the 
earth  fhould  one  day  become  of  one  Caft,  and  one  religion  , 
they  affented  :  alfo,  that  there  fhould  come  a  l.tde  booK  and 

eat  up  all  their  great  books  *.  1  es,  they  all  knew  this  fay  g 

to  bePcommon:  then  holding  up  a  Bible  of  Pafham  sedition, 
I  faid,  this  is  th z  little  Book ,  this  is  ehe  Look  of  o  a. 
I  alfo  pleafed  them  very  much  by  fhewing  them  a  part  of  it 
tranflated  into  their  own  language,  and  by  afiuiing  thcm  °f 
the  awful  and  pleafing  effeas  this  book  will  fhortlyhave  upon 
all  nations  ofthe  earth.  The  evening  came  on,  and  we  parted. 
Never,  methinks,  did  a  people  fhew  more  reluftance  to  part 
with  a  man,  who  was  a  total  ftranger  ;  they  flood  on  the  foo  re, 
waiting  and  looking  as  long  as  they  could  fee  me  and  .he  boat. 
Not  long  after  I  failed  for  England,  but  this  is  one  of  .he  firf 
places  1  mtend  to  vifit  (Deo  volente)  when  I  return. 


Extracts  from  Letters  addressed  to  the  Society  , 
to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Leicester,  and  to 
various  Individuals,  by  Mr.  Carey,  arranged 
according  to  their  Dates. 

.  ,  1 

Bay  of  Bengal,  October  *793* 

We  fet  fail  [from  Dover]  on  Thurfday  morning,  June  13, 
in  the  Kron  Princeffa  Maria,  Captain  Chriftmas,  from  Copen¬ 
hagen.  The  captain  behaved  to  us  with  the  politelt  attention, 
and  as  v/e  were  a  large  family,  he  allotted  us  the  beft  place 
in  the  (hip,  by  ordering  his  own  great  cabin  to  be  parted  into 
two.  We  had  been  but  a  little  time  on  board  before  the 
women  were  taken  with*  the  fea  ficknefs,  then  the  c  1  ien, 
and  before  night  myfelf  •,  but  in  a  week  we  all  recovered,  and 
had  a  very  pleafant  voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  only 
we  were  hindered  a  few  days  by  calms  when  we  were  oft 
Cape  Verd  in  Africa.  We  paffea  the  tropic  of  Cancer  111 
Tune  29  ;  the  21ft  of  the  following  month  we  croffed  the  line, 
and  Auguft  I,  we  paffed  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  ;  011  the  20th 
we  faw  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  on  Lord  s  day  night  25th, 

we  were  alarmed  by  a  terrible  accident: - There  is  a  bank 

which  extends  into  the  fea  from  Cape  des  Aquilas,  the  fouth- 
ermoft  point  of  Africa,  for  about  80  leagues  fouth,  upon  which 

*  Their  Shafteis  are  very  voluminous. 
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raifes*  thl°r*  current’  and  w,lich  when  it  meets  the  wind 
[avfS,  Coea,  m.a  moft  tremendous  manner.  We  were  in 

dtno1!?  f  fou«b  and  thought  ourfelves  fecure  from  that 
danger,  but  early  m  the  morning  I  was  awakened  by  the 
v  olen,  motion  of  the  fhip,  and  found  ftools,  table,  and  every 
the  etTh  7s  not  feeured,  rolling  about  the  cabin,  whilft 

11  j1  and  8!afs  ware  was  crufhed  to  pieces.  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  ca.ied  at  the  door  to  inform  me  that  we  had  carried  away 

ur  ore  and  main  top  marts :  I  arofe  and  went  upon  deck : 
the  goo, n  of  the  night  (though  providentially  the  moon 
inonej ,  the  lea,  like  mountains,  beating  the  fhip  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  t  emails,  yards,  fails,  and  rigging,  hanging  over  the 
iides,  with  the  men,  upon  them,  endeavouring  to  unrig  them 
and  let  them  loofe,  formed  a  tremendous  feene.  All  on  board 
uniformly  declared  that  they  had  never  been  in  fuch  an  alarm- 
mglituatwn  before;  and  at  one  time  we  concluded  that  the 
veiiei  was  going  to  the  bottom.  Our  fhip  is  about  no  feet 
n3iig,  and  was  mounted  on  a  fea*  at  leaf!  50  or  60  yards  high, 
,rom  which  fhe  plunged  head  foremoft  with  incredible  velo- 
pty :  I  law  her  going,  I  knew  her  weight  was  600  tons,  and 
concluded  with  others  that  (lie  could  never  recover  it:— 
i  had  buta  moment  to  reflecf,  but  felt  compofed,  and  refigned 
to  die.  1  hat  I  might  not  be  tolled  overboard,  I  caught  hold 
of  wnat  was  next  to  me  :  the  plunge  was  dreadful;  her  bow- 
iprit  was  under  water,  and  the  gib-boom  carried  away;  but 
in  a  moment  I  faw  her  rife  again,  mounted  on  another  fea* 
Without  having  fhipped  one  hoglhead  of  water.  At  lalf  we 
cleared  tne  wreck : — in  eleven  days  we  refitted,  and  except 
one  fquall,  which  carried  away  our  new  main-top-malf,  have 
had  nothing  to  alarm  us  fince.  b  ’ 

The  rams  have  fupplied  us  with  plenty  of  water,  and  we 
have  loll  none  of  our  company  except  a  black  woman  and 
child,  who  were  very  ill  when  they  came  on  board;  and  the 
carpenter,  who,  after  the  very  great  exertions  he  was  obliged 
to  make  on  account  of  our  misfortune  off*  the  Cape,  caught 
cold,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  pleurify,  and  followed  by  the 

feurvy,  of  which  he  died  when  we  were  within  fix  days  fail  of 
Bengal. 

We^  have  not  been  entirely  deflitute  of  religious  opportu¬ 
nities  fince  we  have  been  at  fea :  family  worfhip  has  been  con- 
flantly  attended  to,  both  morning  and  evening  ;  and  we  have 

1 


*  An  immenfe  wave., 
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had  preaching  twice  every  Lord?s-day  in  our  cabin,  fometimes 
to  twelve  perfons.  Some  feafons  have  been  plealant  to  our- 
felves,  but  I  fear  of  little  or  no  fervice  to  others.  I  have 
enjoyed  many  opportunities  of  private  devotion  ;  though  after 
all  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  ftiewn,  I  am  ft  ill  the  moft  un¬ 
fruitful  of  all  the  plants  in  the  vineyard  of  God ; — yet  I  feel 
a  growing  fatisfa&ion  in  having  undertaken  this  work,  and 
a  growing  defire  for  its  fuccefs.  Sometimes  I  am  much  ani¬ 
mated  wTith  the  profpedf  before  me  ;  but  at  others,  a  fenfe  of 
my  own  unworthinefs  and  unfilnefs  fo  difcourages  me,  that  I 
fear  I  (hall  never  be  of  any  ufe  in  the  world  : — one  confidera- 
tion,  indeed,  revives  my  hopes,  and  fupports  my  mind  in  the 
darkeft  feafons — God  hath  faid,  be  will  be  with  his  minifters 
unto  the  end. 

It  has  afforded  me  much  pleafure  to  recoiled!  the  times  of 
public  worfhip  in  the  churches  in  England ,  and  to  refledf  that 
now  perhaps  hundreds,  if  not  thoufands,  are  praying  for  me. 
You  will  alfo  eafily  believe  that  my  friends  have  not  been 
forgotten  by  me  on  thefe  occafions. 

I  hope  the  fociety  will  go  on  and  increafe,  and  that  the 
multitudes  of  heathen  in  the  world  may  hear  the  glorious 
words  of  truth.  Africa  is  but  a  little  way  from  England ; 
Madagafcar  but  a  little  further :  South  America ,  and  all  the 
numerous  and  large  iHands  in  the  Indian  and  Chinefe  feas,  I 
hope  will  not  be  paffed  over.  A  large  field  opens  on  every 
fide,  and  millions  of  perifbing  heathen*,  tormented  in  this 
life  by  means  of  idolatry,  fuperftition  and  ignorance,  and  fub- 
je6f  to  eternal  mifery  in  the  next,  are  pleading  ; — yes,  all  their 
miferies  plead  (as  foon  as  they  are  knowm )  with  every  heart 
that  loves  the  Redeemer,  and  with  all  the  churches  of  the 
living  God.  O  that  many  labourers  might  be  thruft  out  into 
the  vineyard  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  the  gentiles 
may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him  l 


*  According  to  Mr.  Carey’s  calculation  in  his  Pamphlet  entitled 
An  Enquiry  into  the  Obligations  of  ChrijJians  to  ufe  means  for  the  concverfion 
tf  the  Heathen ,  it  appears  that  four  hundred  and  twenty  mil¬ 
lions  of  mankind  (i.  e.  above  half  the  world)  are  yet  in  pagan  darlc- 
jaeTs ! — IF  my  soul  is  of  fuch  unfpeakable  value,  that  were  I  to  ex¬ 
change  it  for  a  world  I  fhould  be  a  loser,  (Matt.  xvi.  26.)  by  what 
mode  of  calculation  fhall  I  afcertain  the  aggregate  amount  of  fo  immenfe 
a  number  of  immortal  fpirits,  each  of  which  is  as  valuable  as  mine  ? 
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Calcutta ,  November  14 — 25. 

After  beating  about,  and  being  driven  back  by  currents  for 
near  a  month,  we  arrived  in  Balafore  Roads  on  the  7th  inft. 
and  on  the  xoth  Mr.  Thomas  and  I  began  our  labours.  We 
came  in  a  ponfowah  from  the  fhip,  and  at  flack  water  we  lay 
to  at  a  Bazar ,  or  market.  Air.  Thomas  foon  began  to  dif- 
courfe  with  the  Hindoos,  and  prefently  the  people  all  left  their 
merchandize,  and  came  under  a  hovel  to  hear  the  gofpel,  to 
which  they  liftened  with  great  attention  for  three  hours,  and 
appeared  to  be  much  pleafed.  One  of  them  prepared  us  a 
dinner;  a  plantain  leaf  ferved  inftead  of  difhes  and  plates,  and 
inftead  of  knives  and  forks  we  ufed  our  fingers  as  the  natives 
do.  When  we  left  them  they  intreated  that  we  would  build 
us  a  houfe,  and  come  and  live  among  them.  On  our  arrival 
at  Calcutta  we  found  poor  Ram  Bofhoo  waiting  for  us.  We 
hear  that  Parbotee  ftands  well,  and  that  he  and  Mohun  Chund 
are  coming  down  to  us. 

Providence  has  favoured  us  fo  that  we  have  fold  our  inveft- 
ments  tolerably  well;  but  the  neceflary  expences  attendant  on 
our  fir  ft  fettling,  will  make  us  very  fhort  for  the  firft  year; 
however,  the  work  is  God’s — it  has  been  favoured  by  God — 
we  /hall  furmount  all  difficulties,  and  the  glory  will  redound 
to  God  again. 

I  feel  fomething  of  what  Paul  felt  when  he  beheld  Athens 
and  cc  his  fpirit  was  ftirred  within  him.”  I  fee  one  of  the 
fineft  countries  in  the  world,  full  of  induftrious  inhabitants; 
yet  three- fifths  of  it  are  an  uncultivated  jungle,  abandoned  to 
wild  beafts  and  ferpents.  If  the  gofpel  flourifhes  here,  cc  the 
wildernefs  will  in  every  refpedl  become  a  fruitful  field.” 

A  pious  European  who  refides  here,  has  much  encouraged 
us  to  make  an  eff  ort  in  this  city,  and  there  feem  to  be  many 
thoufands  of  Portuguefe  ready  to  leave  the  church  of  Rome, 
if  any  one  could  preach  in  Portuguefe  to  them — perhaps  we 
may  try,  though  our  great  defign  is  to  preach  to  the  Hindoos 
and  Moors.  I  have  had  feveral  converfations  with  a  Brahman 
who  fpeaks  Englifh  well,  and  being  unable  to  defend  himfelf 
againft  the  gospel,  he  purpofes  to  come,  attended  by  a 
Pundit,  and  try  the  utmoft  of  their  flrength. 

We  are  all  well,  the  climate  at  this,  which  is  the  cold  fea- 
fon,  is  not  unpleafant,  except  through  the  great  difference 
there  is  between  the  heat  of  day  and  night,  which  is  often 
I O  degrees;  yet  the  heat  is  tolerable.  The  more  I  know  of 

Mr.  Thomas  the  more  I  love  him  :  we  maintain  the  greateft 

affection 
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affeftion  for  each  other :  he  has  compleated  his  tranflation  oi 
the  book  of  Genefis  on  our  paffage,  at  which  he  laboured  m- 
defatio;ably,  fo  as  I  think  to  hurt  his  health;  but  through 
mercy  is  now  recovered.  We  have  now  Genefis,  Matthew, 
Mark,  and  James,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  and  fhali 
foon  have  more  I  hope.  It  will  be  of  very  great  fervice  to 
us  if  the  fociety  can  fend  out  a  Polygloit  Bible  by  the  next 
conveyance.  Bam  Bojhoo  is  a  good  Perfian  fcholai,  and  it 
will  certainly  help  usMnuch.  Alfo  a  copy  of  thegofpels  in 
the  Malay  tongue  would  be  of  ufe.  In  return,  I  hope  we 
(hall  fend  you  tidings  which  will  rejoice  your  hearts. 

Bandell ,  December  16 — 26. 

We  have  been  near  a  month  at  Bandeli ,  which  is  a  Portu- 
guefe  fettlement ;  but  are  now  going  further  up  tne  country, 
perhaps  to  Nuddea ,  Gutwa ,  Gowr ,  or  Ml  aid  a ;  at  piffent  it  is 

uncertain  which.  , 

We  have  frequent  opportunities  of  addreffing  the  Hindoos, 

and  their  attention  is  aftonifhing.  Laft  Lord’s  day  we  vifited 
them  at  a  neighbouring  village  called  Saa-gunge ,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  preached  to  near  20b  of  them  ;— -they  liftened  with 
great  ferioufnefs,  and  fcveral  followed  to  make  furtnei  enquiries 
about  which  is  the  way  to  heaven,  and  what  they  fhould  do  to 
walk  therein?  Every  place  prefents  us  with  a  pleafing  prof- 
pe6t  of  fuccefs,  and  we  are  of  one  mind,  and  one  foul  .  1  iay 

for  us ;  we  daily  remember  you  ;  and  the  profperity  of  the 

fociety  lies  very  near  our  hearts. 

I  never  in  my  life  found  more  fatisfadfion  in  any  under¬ 
taking  than  in  this  in  which  I  am  now  engaged ;  and  though 
I  have  loft  much  in  point  of  focial  intercourfe,  yet,  I  find  fuch 
a  fweetnefs  in  reflecting  on  the  caufe  in  whicn  I  am  embarked, 
as  more  than  compensates  for  any  lofs  I  can  fuftain.  The 
pleafure  of  being  able  to  preach  the  gofpel,  I  enjoyed  greatly 
while  in  England:  This  enjoyment  I  am  now  deprived  of; 
through  my  not  having  yet  obtained  a  lufhcient  acquaintance 
with  the  language. 

Parbotee  I  have  not  feen,  but  have  heard  a  good  account  of 
him  :  Mr.  Thomas  has  alfo  received  a  letter  from  Mohun  Chund. 

The  utmoft  harmony  fubfifts  between  me  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Several  Brahmans  and  Pundits  have  been  very  prefting  with 
us  to  fettle  at  Calcutta ,  and  preach  to  them;  accordingly 
Mr.  Thomas  refides  there,  and  1  live  at  a  houfe  belonging  to 
a  black  man,  who  generoufly  offered  it  to  me  for  nothing,  till 

I  am 
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I  am  otherwife  accommodated.  I  am  about  renting  a  fmall 
quantity  o  and  of  a  native,  fome  miles  eaft  of  the  city,  fo 

£  we  may  have  opportunities  of  preaching  the  gofpel  all  over 
the  mold  populous  part  cl  Bengal.  &  P 

mTC?  ^  TC  I31.611  *lere  my  family  has  been  very  heavily 
fflided  with  the  bloody  flux;  my  wife  and  two  eldeft  children 
have  been  very  ill,  and  it  is  ftill  a  doubt  whether  my  eldeft 
Ion  will  recover  or  not.  Many  might  attribute  this  to  the 
climate;  I  believe  it  might  arife  from  cold,  but  I  am  more 
nd  more  convinced  that  all  my  times  are  in  the  hand  of-God, 
and  that  as  all  is  under  his  direaion,  fo  all  fhall  work  together 
tor  good  to  them  that  love  him.  Thefe  things  are  afflidive 
an  everj-  y  e‘G  hut  I  blefs  God,  I  faint  not:  and  when  my 
ioul  can  drink  her  fill  at  the  word  of  God,  I  forget  all.  I  had 
iudy  intended  to  devote  my  eldeji  fin  to  the  ftudy  of  Shanficrit  *, 

,  *  “  SbpJficrtt0 r  Sanfcrit  (from  two  words  figmfymg  perfeftion)  is  a  dead 

woftT’l  A1  A*  ° Weft  Pol,niefd  ianguage  of  India.  The  Shanicritisof  a 
wondeihil  ih-uaure;  more  perfcft  than  the  Greek,  more  copious  than  the 

Latin,  and  more  exquifitely  refined  than  either,  yet  bearing  to  both  of 

hem  a  ftronger  affinity,  both  in  the  roots  of  verbs,  and  in  the  forms  of 

L^l1  n’  ‘han“U  d,  P°mb'y  have  •>«"  produced  by  accident ;  ib  thong 
indeco,  that  no  Philologer  could  examine  them  all  three  without  believing 

them  to  have  fprung  from  fome  common  fource,  which  perhaps  no  Ion¬ 
s'1'  exifts‘  Sir  miliam  Jones.  Editor. 

i  nrll-e  gral;d  f2urf  of  r'ldian  literature,  the  parent  of  almoft  every  dia- 
left,  from  the  Perfian  Gulph  to  the  Chinefe  feas,  is  the  Shanfcrit,  a  lan¬ 
guage  ot  the  mod  venerable  and  unfathomable  antiquity ;  which  although 
row  (hut  up  in  the  libraries  ot  Brahmans,  and  appropriated  iblely  to  the 
lecords  or  their  religion,  appears  to  have  been  current  over  molt  of  the 
oriental  world  j  and  traces  of  its  original  extent  may  ft  ill  be  difcovered 
3n  almoft  every  diffrift  in  Afia. 

Exclusive  of.  the  Shanfcrit  there  are  three  different  dialers  applied 
(though  not  with  equal  currency)  in  the  .kingdom  of  Bengal}  viz.  the 
Eeiiian,  Hindoffamc  and  the  proper  Bengalele.  The  Perfian  entered 
Bengal  with  the  Mogul  conquerors.  The  Hindoftanic  or  Indian  language 
appears  to  have  been  fpoken  for  many  ages,  throughout  all  proper^Hin- 
dolran.  It  is  (till  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce  in  Surat,  Guzarat, 
and  other  places  on  the  weftern  coaft.  It  is  indubitably  derived  from  the 
Shanfcrit.  The  Bengalele  is  intimately  related  to  the  Shanfcrit  alio 
Doth  ni  expreffions,  conftru&ion,  and  character.  It  is  the  foie  channel 
of  perfonal  and  epiftolary  communication,  among  the  Hindoos  of  every 
occupation  and  tribe.  All  their  bufmefs  is  tranfafted,  and  all  their  ac¬ 
counts  are  kept  in  it ;  and  as  their  iyftem  of  education  is  in  general  very 
Confined,  there  are  few  among  them  who  can  write  or  read  any  other 
idiom.  The  uneducated  (or  eight  parts  in  ten  of  the  whole  nation)  arc 
weceuanly  confined  to  the  ufage  ot  their  mother  tongue. 

Preface  to  Hulked  s  Grammar  oj  the  Bengal  Language  a 
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my  fecond  to  the  Perfian ,  and  my  third  Chinefe.  I  fliall  have 
opportunity  for  this,  and  if  God  fhould  hereafter  bleis  them 
with  his  grace,  this  may  fit  them  for  a  million  to  any  part  of: 
Perfut)  India ,  or  China .  The  difficulty  of  preaching  to  hea¬ 
thens,  is,  I  prelume,  much  lefs  than  has  been  imagined.  I 
think  from  what  1  have  feen  there  would  be  very  little  danger 
of  hurt  in  either  Heathen  or  Mahometan  countries;  and  it 
this  country  is  any  fpecimen  at  all,  I  think  the  encouragement 
to  be  very  great.  I  hope  the  fociety  may  be  ft  lengthened  and 
encouraged,  and  that  we  may  foon  be  able  to  encourage  them 
by  good  accounts  from  Hindoojlan. 

The  plan  laid  down  in  my  little  piece  I  ftill  approve,  and 
think  it  the  bed:  that  can  be  followed.  A  miffionary  muft  be 
one  of  the  companions  and  equals  of  the  people  to  whom  he 
is  fent.  Many  dangers  and  temptations  will  be  in  his  way. 
One  or  two  pieces  of  advice  I  may  venture  to  give,  T.  he  ftrft 
is  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  led:  the  voyage  prove  a  great 
fnare  :  On  board  an  Eaft  Indiaman  efpecially,  it  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  all  the difcourfe  will  be  abouthigh  life,  and  every  circum- 
ftance  will  tend  to  unfit  the  mind  for  the  work,  and  prejudice 
the  miffionary  againft  the  people  to  whom  he  goes.  Alfo  in 
a  country  like  this,  fettled  by  Europeans,  the  grandeur,  the 
cuftoms,  and  prejudices  of  the  fettlers  are  exceeding  dangerous. 
They  are  very  kind  and  hofpitable ;  but  even  to  vifit  them,  if 
a  man  keeps  no  table  of  his  own,  would  more  than  ten  times 
exceed  the  allowance  of  a  million  :  and  their  difcourfe  is 
chiefly  about  the  vices  of  the  natives  :  fo  that  a  miffionary 
muft  fee  thoufands  of  people  treating  him  with  the  greateft 
kindnefs,  whilft  he  muft  be  entirely  different  from  them  in  his 
life,  his  appearance,  and  every  thing,  or  elfe  it  is  impoffibie  for 
him  to  ftand  ;  their  profufe  way  of  living  bein’g  fo  oppofite  to 
his  character,  and  fo  much  above  his  ability.  It  will  be  very 
effential  to  miffionaries  to  be  men  of  calmnefs  and  evennefs  of 
temper,  and  rather  inclined  to  fuffer  hardlhips,  than  covet  the 
favours  of  men  ;  and  fuch  who  will  be  indefatigably  employed 
i.n  the  v/ork  fet  before  them;  an  inconftancy  of  mind  being 
fo  highly  injurious  to  it. 

I  am  very  impatient  to  hear  of  the  minifters  and  churches 
in  England,  and  all  other  parts  within  the  compafs  of  your  cor- 
refpondence :  pray  be  particular  when  you  write :  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  will  be  very  pleafing  news 
to  me,  and  I  in  return  hope  to  feud  you  fume  accounts,  which 

may 
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may  be  caufe  °f  j°y  to  you,  and  to  all  who  love  our  Lord 
Jdus  Chrift  in  fmcerity. 

To  the  Church  at  Leicester.* 

_  Bandell ,  Dec .  2$,  1702* 

My  very  dear  Friends  !  ^ 

LONG  before  this  time  I  expedled  to  have  fent  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  welfare  and  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  me;  but 
having  been  prevented  till  now,  I  embrace  the  prefent  oppor¬ 
tunity  with  pleafure,  and  referring  you  to  Mr.  Y _ _  .  for  an 

account  of  my  voyage  and  all  the  incidents  relating  to  it,  I  (hall 
principally  addrefs  myfelf  to  you  (as  to  thofe  whofe  eternal 
welfare  I  have  much  at  heart),  refpe&ing  the  things  of  God. 

iten  do  I  reoolledf,  with  a  mixture  of  pleafure  and  pain,  the 
fweet  communion  which  I  have  enjoyed  with  you.— To  you 
I  delighted  not  only  to  communicate  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  but 
my  own  foul  alfo,  becaufe  you  were  dear  unto  me;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  fhall  I  always  remember  the  memorable  time  of  my 
parting  from  you— -that  indeed  was  the  trial  of  love;  but  the 
great  undertaking  in  which  I  am  engaged  preponderated,  and 
“ill  weighs  down  in  my  mind  every  other  confideration. 

I  have  certainly  loft  much  foetal pleafure  fince  I  came  hither, 
as  I  cannot  preach  yet,  except  to  my  own  family,  not  being 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  language  ;  nor  have  I  at  pre¬ 
fent  more  than  one  chnftian  friend  to  whom  I  can  open  my 
mind,  befides  my  dear  colleague  Mr.  Thomas.— I  amfurrounded 
by  heathens— -all  places  in  the  country  are  full  of  monuments 
of  idolatry,  and  every  morning  great 'numbers  of  people  may 
be  fee n  at  the  river’s  fide  paying  their  devotion  to  the  water, 
which  they  take  up  in  handfuls  and  pray  to  in  the  moft  fervent 
manner  f.  Temples  to  Seeh ,  JBijhno ,  and  hBrbnha,  are  every 
where  to  be  feen ;  and  flowers  confecrated  to  facred  purpofes, 
are  preferved  growing  in  the  ftreets  of  the  moft  populous 


#  Of  this  Church,  Mr.  Carey  had  been  pallor. 

f  A  veneration  for  the  elements,  but  elpecially  fire  and  water,  feems 
to  have  been  common  to  all  the  ancient  Eaftern  nations.  The  Medes 
and  Perfians  confidered  fire  and  water  as  the  only  true  images  of  the 
divinity ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  the  Hindoos,  if  they  do  not  worlhip 
Ere,  hold  it  in  religious  refpeCl.  Every  day  at  fun-rife  the  priefts  go 
to  forne  river,  or  to  the  tanks  of  their  temples,  to  perform  the  Sandi- 
vancy,  or  worlhip  to  Brahma  the  fupreme. 

Sketches  of  the  Hindoos,  Vol,  i.  p.  232. 

places. 
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places.  Burning  women  with  their  hufbands,  is  a  practice 
too  freciuent* :  We  were  at  Nuddea  (an  eminent  place  ior 
learning)  laft  Lord’s  day,  and  were  informed  that  about  a 
month  °ago  two  women  devoted  themfelves  in  this  manner. 
The  practice  of  Twinging  by  the  back  f  is  very  common  ;  I 
have  feen  the  fears  arifing  from  it  in  the  backs  of  many  per- 
fons,  and  a  perfon  now  lives  in  the  fame  houfe  with  wno 
carries  them  in  his  flefli.—Notwithftanding  all  this  they  are 
a  very  attentive  and  inquifitive  people,  and  veiy  kind  and 
friendly  ;  nor  do  I  perceive  any  thing  unfriendly  in  the  con- 
du6f  of  the  Mahometans. 

I  feel  happy  in  being  here,  and  begin  to  know  a  little  ot 
the  language.  We  have  been  here  aim  oft  a  month,  ano  have 
hitherto  lived  with  Europeans  at  a  Portuguefe  fettlement,  and 
the  people  are  papifts  ;  but  next  week  we  go  entirely  to  live 
among  the  natives.  At  Nuddea  the  Brahmans  and  Pundits 
are  very  delirous  that  we  fhould  come  and  picach  the  gofp^L 
Nuddea  is  a  very  large  town,  containing  about  20QO  families, 
800  of  whom  are  Brahmans.  Could  we  iucceed  here,  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  almoft  all  the  people  in  India  would  ceale,  as  it  L 
the  place  which  greatly  rules  religion  all  over  the  country.- -- 
The  work  is  God’s, — his  promife  is  on  our  fide,  and  in  his 
Jirength  we  go  forth. 

I  much  want  to  hear  from  you.  Have  you  got  another 

minifter§?  A  fpiritual  holy  man?  Are  you  clofely  pur- 
.  fuing 

*  This  inhuman  practice  at  prefent  prevails  moil  in  the  Mahratta 
dominions,  and  in  the  countries  ot  the  ancient  Rajahs,  where  indances 
of  the  kind  are  frequently  to  be  met  with.  Their  law  fays,  <£  It  is 
“  proper  for  a  woman  to  burn  herfelf  with  her  hufband  s  corpfe,  and 
the  Brahmans  teach  that  thofe  who  burn  themlelves  with  their  hufbands, 
fhall  be  exalted  to  the  Suttee,  or  highefl  fphere,  where  the  God 
Brahma,  and  his  particular  favourites  refide. 

Some  Hindoos,  though  few,  bury  the  dead  5  and  it  is  faid  among  thefe 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  widow  to  bury-  herself  with  the  body  of 
her  hufband.  The  religious  ceremonies  being  performed,  fhe  defeends 
into  the  grave  with  him,  and  taking  the  body  in  her  arms,  is  with  it 
covered  with  the  earth.  'Mr.  Craufurd  fays,  In  the  countries  in  which  I 
have  been,  I  have  heard  of  two  indances  of  this  horrid  ceremony. 

f  See  Mr.  Thomas’s  account  in  the  former  volume  of  the  Regifter, 

p.  364. 

{  The  Brahmans  are  the  ecclefiadics  of  the  country,  fucceffors  to  the 
Brack  mans,  who  were  a  branch  of  the  ancient  Gymnofophlfts,  or 
philofophers  of  India. 

§  It  is  with  pleafure  and  thankfulnefs  that  the  church  at  Leiccfiei 
give  an  affirmative  reply  to  this  interrogation;  the  great  Head  of 
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tl!lnn'5!ritUal  thingS- ?  And  do  you  clofely  and  conlhntlv 
leep  to  prayer  meetings  and  church  meetings  ?  Are  2 

ZvemITantr:  ^  ^  y°?  ,Hve  in  ^E,  have  you 

good  of  von/  t°ng  y°Urfe  Ves?-0  that  I  may  hear 
good  of  you  r  Be  very  attentive  to  difcipline—thz  negleft 

^  o  d  ,  r  °°k  ym  l0W  brf“«  >  *™.  pr/y  my  dear  Edt 

indt,,  ,,"  "8 . .  Wh:dl  X°»  have  before  fallen. 

h  ,  vo“  to  carry  it  friendly  one  to  another,  and  to  be 

SnTbffT  an°ther,,n  the  ways  antl  work  of  God  ;  and 

in  the  Girh  f0’  YT  ‘ rat  rre  fP)rituaI  reftore  hich  an  one 
dcr  hi  ^  meeknels.  Love  your  minifter,  and  confi- 

lh‘  ai  a  mal?’  How  do  my  young  friends  do?  How 

J  left  voS  0IThh0  'VCTe  Sapr  Zed  the  tW°  laft  times  before 

beforeGod  H  7  311  °f  y°U  Ure  °ften  uPon  heart 

etor„  God.  How  do  my  dear  old  friends  do?  I  take 

pleafure  m  the  remembrance  of  theft  love  and  friend¬ 
ed?  Who  lna7  have  been  added*?  Who  convert¬ 
er*0  dead  .  What  changes  have  taken  place 
among  you?  Who  removed  from  you?  Is  there  anv 

particular'  Stfon>  Sileiyf,  &c.  ?  Be  very 

from  L  *  g‘Vlnf  mC  “  accol!nt  of  every  thing.  Nothing 
Bo  n  Leicefter  can  be  unimportant  to  me.  I  fliould  reioice 

to  lee  any  of  you,  but  fear  I  mult  wait  till  we  meet  in 

e  o  her  woild,  and  may  God  grant  that  it  may  be  with 

inVn  My  Wlf\Mer>  the  children,  and  Mr.  Thomas  unite 
e  legards  to  you  all,  and  I  am  with  ardent  affection,. 

Your  brother  in  the  gofpel, 

p  o  t,  •  WILLIAM  CAREY. 

1 .  b.  Piay  give  my  very  refpeciful  love  to  Mr.  Robin  fan  +. 
the  Church  having  favoured  them  with  a  minifter  foon  after  Mr  Caret 

vt  MrmBWC°AvFlelVirS  hr  rendered  both  pleafant  and  ufefuh 

viz.  Mr.  B.  Cave,  who,  after  a  probation  of  feveral  months,  was  nub 
hcly  let  apart  to  the  paftoral  office,  Sept.  1+J  ,79+.  ’  pUb* 

of  twelve  C1('rCh  ,aS  beCn  enlarSed  by  twopleafing  additions  this  year, 
or  t  A?elve  peifons  at  one  time,  and  five  at  another. 

I  Villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leicester,  where  brother 
Carey  ufed  often  to  preach  the  word  of  life;  and  where  his  fucceffor 
ftdl  carnes  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
t  1  “e  worthy  Vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Leicefter. 
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Manicktullo ,  Jan.  3d,  1794* 

I  EMBRACE  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  though 
few  incidents  have  occurred,  and  my  knowledge  of  the 
language  is  fo  imperfedl,  as  to  make  it  impoftible  for  me 
to  communicate  any  thing  of  importance  to  you.  Our 
paffage  was  long,  but  pleafant,  and  in  it  I  had  opportunity 
to  fee  and  hear  much  of  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart. 
Our  captain  was  a  very  polite,  well-bred  Englifhman  ; 
and,  to  the  honour  of  the  Danes  1  may  fay,  that  if  they 
have  no  religion,  they  have  much  lets  irreligion  than  the 
Englifh.  We  landed  at  Calcutta  on  the  nth  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  have  been  feeking  for  a  proper  place  where  to  fix 
our  refidence,  which  is,  I  believe,  now  determined,  or 
nearly  fo.  Mr.  Thomas  engages  in  his  profeffion  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  which  may  turn  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  million,* 
as  there  cannot  be,  excluhve  of  the  Europeans,  fewer  than 
200,000  Pagan  natives  in  it,  to  whom  he  may  preach,  as 
many  of  them  are  very  defirous  to  hear  the  gofpel.  On 
account  of  the  expenfivenefs  of  living  there,  I  am  going  to 
Dekarta,  which  is  about  32  miles  to  the  caff  ward.  Thus, 
with  our  forces  neceffarilv  divided,  we  fhall  make  an  at- 
tack  in  two  places  at  once  upon  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  and 
God,  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation,  can  make  us  more 
than  conquerors.  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  car¬ 
nal,  but  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of 
ftrong  holds ;  and  when  the  Lord  of  Hoffs  himfelf  fhall 
let  up  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved,  it  will  be  with 
thefe  fpiritual  weapons.  The  fuperftition  of  the  natives  is 
not  fo  great  an  obllacle  to  us  as  the  cast  ;  to  this  they  are 
fo  attached,  that  they  would  rather  fuffer  death  than  lofe 
it.  A  great  hindrance  to  the  fetting  up  of  gofpel  churches, 
will  be  that  thofe  of  one  Caff  cannot  eat  or  drink  with 
thofe  of  another :  yet  the  whole  of  it  appears  to  be  a  mere 
cuftom,  eftablilhed  on  long  tradition,  and  not  accounted  by 
them  a  religious  diftimftion.  However,  it  is  juft  the  op- 
pofite  of  what  Paul  told  the  Athenians,  that  God  had  made 
of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 


*  In  Mr.  Thomas's  fir  ft  interview  with  the  Original  Society  in  Eng¬ 
land,  he  told  them,  that  when  the  miflionaries  came  to  be  fettled,  he  l’up- 
pofed  they  might  turn  their  attention  to  fome  employments,  by  which 
they  might  in  part  fupport  themfelves _ Editor, 


Nov,  1794. 
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earth,  J  here  are  now  not  four  Cafts  *  among  them,  as 
moii  writers  fay :  they  have  only  two,  namely,  the  Brah¬ 
man  and  Sooder ,  with  their  fubdivifions,  which  are  very 
numerous,  and  merely  refpedt  employments  ;  as  gold- 
fmiths,  braziers,  washermen,  watermen,  hufbandmen, 
filhermen,  &c.  which  are  perpetuated  in  the  fame  fami¬ 
lies  from  generation  to  generation.  Two  cafts,  the  Bice 


exifted  prior  to  the  Kaly 


corrupt  age,  but  have  been  loft  ever  lince  that  began,  which 
was  about  the  time  of  the  creation.  Their  wife  men  all 
acknowledge  but  one  God ;  and  their  temples  of  Seebf 

*  Four  caps.  The  Hindoos  were  generally  divided  into  four  Cafts  or 
tribes,  i.  The  Brahman,  z.  The  Khatry  or  Chettri.  3.  The  By  die, 
Vyfe,  Vies  or  Banian,  all  expreffive  of  the  fame  caft.  4.  The  Soodera 
or  Suder.  Of  thefe  four  cafts  the  Brahmans  are  foremoft  in  every  refpect, 
and,  in  point  of  precedency,  claim  a  fuperiority  to  princes.  All  the 
priefts  are  chofen  from  among  this  order:  liich  as  are  not  admitted  to  the 
i’acerdotal  fun&ion  being  employed  as  fecretaries  and  accountants.  The 
Khatry  or  fecond  caft,  are  thofe  from  whom  the  fovereign^  are  chofen, 
and  thefe  are  to  defend  and  govern.  The  Vyfe  or  Banians ,  who  confti- 
tute  the  third  caft,  have  the  charge  of  mercantile  affairs,  and  are  to  en¬ 
rich  by  commerce  and  agriculture.  The  Suder  a  or  fourth  caft,  the  moll 
numerous  of  all,  comprehend  the  labourers  and  artifans  :  thefe  are  to  ferve 
and  obey,  and  are  divided  into  as  many  claffes  as  the  arts  they  follow. 
But  for  certaiii  offences  they  are  fubjeft  to  the  lofs  of  their  caft,  which, 
as  it  has  been  often  obferved,  is  reckoned  the  highejl  punijhment  they  can 
Jujfer :  and  hence  is  formed  a  kind  of  fifth  caft,  named  Parian ,  on  the 
coaft  of  Caromandel,  but  in  the  Shanfcrit  or  facred  language  Chandala : 
Thefe  are  efteemed  the  dregs  of  the  people.  The  Brahmans  are  allowed 
to  read  their  Vedas,  or  facred  books  $  the  Khatries,  or  caft  next  in  dig¬ 
nity,  may  hear  them  read  ;  while  the  Vyfe  and  Sudra  cafts  can  only  read 
the  Shaftras,  or  commentaries  on  the  Vedas.  But  the  poor  Chandalas 
are  not  permitted  even  to  enter  a  temple,  or  to  be  prefent  at  any  religious 
ceremony.  Encyclopaedia  Britannica .  Editor. 

§  Caliyog.  Vug,  Toog ,  and  Joog,  feem  to  be  but  one  and  the  fame  word, 
with  a  different  orthography,  and  mean  an  age :  thus  Kreeto  Joog  in¬ 
tends  the  firft  age  of  the  world  $  Kreetaa  Joog  the  fecond  age  5  Dvuafor 
Joog  the  third  ;  and  Kalee  Joog,' or  Caliyog,  means  according  to  their  ex¬ 
travagant  calculations,  the  fourth  or  prefent  age  of  the  world,  the  mon- 
age,  which  they  call  the  age  of  contention  and  bafenefs.  “  Now  the 
Hindoo  aftronomers  agree  that  the  iff  of  January  1790  was  in  the  year 
4S91  of  the  Caliyoga ,  or  their  fourth  period  f  5”  and  then  it  follows,  that 
their  “  Kalee  Toog,  or  principal  chronological  sera,  began  in  the  year 
3102  before  Chriff,  according  to  the  common  method  of  computation  J,” 
which  runs  up  to  the  year  of  the  world  902,  when  Adam  was  ft  ill  in 
life.  Editor. 

-f  A  Supplement  to  the  EJfay  on  Indian  Chronology. 

j  Chronology  oj  the  Hindoos,  by  William  Marfden,  Efq.  Philofophical 
franfaflions,  1790. 
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BlrJIim  and  Birmmha,  with  all  the  worfhip  and  offerings  pre- 
fented  to  numberlefs  obje6ts  both  animate  and  inanimate, 
are  made  only  becanfe  they  fuppofe  God  to  be  well  pleafed 
with  that  regard  which  they  pay  to  thele  ufeful  men  or 
things.  They  are  much  ilrengthened  in  their  idolatry  by 
the  idolatry  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Armenian  churches, 
from  whofe  pra&ice  they  bring  arguments  with  which 
they  combat  Chriftianity. 

I  have  not  yet  feen  Parbotee  or  Mohun  Chund,  they 
are  about  200  miles  from  us,  but  Ram  Bofhoo  is  with  us. 
He  is,  I  doubt  not,  a  converted  man  5  but,  during  the  ab*^ 
fence  of  Mr.  Thomas,  he  was  overcome  by  the  perfec¬ 
tions  that  he  fuffered,  and  bowed  down  to  idols.  When 
Mr.  Thomas  left  India,  Ram  Bofhoo  went  to  vilit  one  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown’s*  people  at  Calcutta,  who  told  him 
that  if  he  would  be  baptized,  and  lofe  Calf,  he  would  give 
him  fome  fupport;  he  anfwered,  c  Do  you  fuppofe  that  I 
will  be  baptized  for  the  fake  of  money  ?  truly  no.’  He 
was  then  alked,  ‘  Will  vou  fay  that  all  which  you  havs 
heard  from  Mr.  Thomas  is  falfe,  and  that  you  don’t  believe 
any  thing  about  it?  if  you  will,  you  fhall  have  money.5 
He  replied,  6  No,  that  I  cannot  fay,  nor  will  I  accept  of 
money  on  any  fuch  terms.5 

It  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Hindoos  for  the  eldeft  member 
of  the  family  to  be  its  head ;  and  all  the  earnings  of  the 
whole  houfehold  are  thrown  into  one  common  hock ;  fo 
that  if  any  want  employment,  they  are  fupported  by  the 
community  till  they  have  work.  Moonfhee  having  no 
work  went  to  an  elder  brother,  who  fupported  him,  till  his 
mailer  (a  profelfor  of  religion)  forbad  him  to  hay  there  : 
he  was  thus  entirely  negledled  by  all  European  profelfors, 
and  the  jealoufies  of  the  Hindoos  ran  fo  high,  that  they 
threw  duh  at  him,  and  loaded  him  with  all  the  oppro¬ 
brium  they  could  invent  ;  in  this  hate  he  fell  ill  of  a  fever9 
and  the  affedlion  to  his  dih relied  family,  the  fhame  and 
perfection  he  underwent,  and  the  arguments  ufed  to  per- 
fuade  him,  prevailed.  They  realoned  thus  :  “  How  do 

you  know  that  Chrihianity  is  true  ?  you  have  only  feen 


*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  England,  who 
preaches  at  Calcutta,  and  has  the  charge  of  the  Orphan  School  in  which 
the  illegitimate  children  of  the  Europeans  by  the  native  women  are 
brought  up.  Editor. 
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Matthew,  Mark  and  James ;  this  it  feems  is  but  a  fmalf 
part  of  tlie  Bible ;  how  can  you  tell  that  the  Englifh  is  a 
true  tranilation  ?  you  don’t  underhand  the  originals.  Be- 
fides,  great  numbers  of  Chrifiians  are  of  a  very  different 
opinion,  and  worlhip  images  as  well  as  we,”  meaning  the 
Catholics  and  Armenians,  of  whom  there  are  many  thous¬ 
ands  here  ;  “  and  how  can  you  fay  that  worfhipping 

images  after  their  cuftom  is  not  warranted  by  fome  other 
part  of  the  Bible  which  you  have  not  feen  r”  thus  they 
pleaded,  and  he  being  left  alone  “  tranfgreiTed,”  as  he  fays, 
“  for  a  morfel  of  bread.”  Though  I  entertain  an  high 
opinion  of  him,  and  thinkhim  a  very  intelligent ,  as  well  as  good 
man  *,  yet  you  may  eafily  fee  that  this  will  for  a  time  pre¬ 
vent  our  forming  a  church  ;  we  fhall  have  many  things  to 
grapple  with  ;  but  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain,  God  is 
very  kind,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 
You  will,  no  doubt,  remember  me  in  your  prayers  ;  I 
would  write  to  Mr.  Booth,  and  Mr.  Timothy  Thomas, 
but  have  not  time  now,  I  fear  ;  tell  them  that  I  have  not 
forgot  them. 


Manicktullo ,  Jan.  3 — 5,  1794. 

SINCE  our  landing,  we  have  been  in  fo  unfettled  a 
hate,  and  fo  much  employed  in  feeking  out  a  proper  place 
for  our  refidence,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  thofe 
observations  on  the  country  or  people,  which  are  neceffary 
to  inform  or  entertain  a  correfpondent. 

4  he  people  are  very  loquacious,  and  very  deceitful,  but 
not  malicious  :-T-they  are  very  numerous ;  I  do  not  think 
I  over-rate  them,  when  1  fay,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Hln- 
dojlan  amount  to  nearly  one  hundred  millions.  Superfli- 
tion  is  here  triumphant  in  every  place  ;  but  both  Moors 
and  Hindoos  are  very  induflrious,  and  in  many  branches 
of  manufadfure,  excellent  workmen.  The  cultivated  part 
of  the  country  bears  a  great  refemblance  to  fome  of  our 

*  Mr.  Carey’s  high  opinion  of  Ram  Ram  Bofhoo  is  evident  from  the 
two  following  extracts,  “  Ram  Bojhoo  (till  keeps  clofe  to  ns;  I  have  had 
much  converfation  with  him,  and  find  him  a  very  fenlible  well-informed 
man,  and  am  often  much  pleafed  with  his  difcourfe ;  I  have  yet  great  hopes 
of  him  -he  is  certainly  a  man  from  whom  much  good  may  be  expected.” 

“  Notwithftanding  poor  Moonjhee's  fall  I  entertain  a  very  high  opinion 
of  him  as  a  converted  perfort  :  He  is  a  man  after  my  heart,  he  is  a  faith¬ 
ful  counfellor  and  a  difcerning  man,  and  very  inquilitive,  fenfible  and 
intelligent.  If  he  wants  any  thing  it  is  zealf* 

Englifh 
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Englifh  counties.  The  people  are  univerfally  very  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  e-ofpel,  and  hear  with  that  ferioufnefs  wi  ld 
you  will  feldom  fee  in  an  Englilli  auditory.  We  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  difcourimg  with  them,  and  i  hav 
never  yet  feen  them  depart,  without  giving  evidence  of  veiy 
confiderable  impreffions  being  made  upon  their  minds. 
They  have  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the  many  conti  a- 
diftions  which  abound  in  their  own  religious  wiitmgs, 
they  have  conllantly  defired  us  to  vifit  them  again  ;  anc 
when  we  told  them  that  we  came  from  England  on  pur- 
pofe  to  inftruft  them,  they  have  given  every  deinonitra- 

tion  of  ioy.  _  _  .  ^  , 

A  few' days  ago,  I  met  with  a  very  fenfible  Brahman, 

who  fpoke  very  good  Englifh,  and  entered  into  convei  a 

iion  with  him :  he  defended  his  Shaffers  foi  iome  time  ,  at 

laft  faid  I,  ‘  Can  you  think  that  can  come  from  Cod,  who 

‘  is  all  truth,  which  fays,  “  If  any  perfon  kill  himfelf,  he 

/hall  never  be  forgiven:”  and  yet,  “  if  a  woman  kill 

herfelf  by  burning  with  her  hufband,  fhe  fhall  ceitain  y 

obtain  Heaven  by  it?”  He  was  confounded  ;  and  after 

I  had  told  him  of  the  way  of  falvation  by  Jeius  Chnft,  and 

preffed  him  to  embrace  it,  he  enquired  my  name,  and  told 

me  that  he  would  come  to  fee  me;  at  the  fame  time  pie  - 

ling  me  to  come  and  vifit  him  again.  Indeed  tae  e  aiv 

((  a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord,” 

Moft  of  the  Brahmans  fay,  that  they  do  not  yet  know 
the  way  of  life,  but  that  they  attend  their  own  religious 
ceremonies  in  order  that  they  may  find  it,  and  when  taey 
have  found  it,  they  will  leave  oh  thofe  practices.  Wneu 
we  inform  them  of  the  way  of  falvation  (as  icvealed  in. 
the  gofpel)  and  tell  them  of  the  death  of  Chnft  for  fmneis, 
ihey  are  jurprlfed  with  the  fitness  of  the  divine  lemedy. 

But  there  are  difficulties  in  our  way.  Their  attachment 
to  their  cast,  and  the  great  inconveniencies  which  they 
muff  fufFer  if  they  fhould  lofe  it,  are  more  formidable  ob¬ 
stacles  to  us  than  you  can  fuppofeL  Yet  this  is  our  en¬ 
couragement, 


*  And  fo  far  do  they  renounce  intercourfe  with  thofe  who  have  once 
forfeited  their  Caft,  that  <c  were  a  Hindoo  of  any  other  Caft  to  touch  a 
chandala  (or  outcaft)  even  by  accident,  he  rpuft  wafli  himfelf  and 
change  his  raiment.  He  would  refrain  from  the  productions  of  the 
earth,  if  he  knew  that  they  had  been  cultivated  by  a  Chandala.  A  Chan- 
iala  cannot  enter  a  temple,  or  be  prefent  at  any  religious  ceremony.  He 
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couragement,  the  power  of  God  is  fufficient  to  accomplifh 
eSdfneTvIreat  F^ifed,  and  hisprSfiTe 

ofSlE  PrCC,0US  refpcai”S  ,h<! 

fie^e^han°fhp,H^^|0  ‘{i'c^a^ometans,’>zr'Q'  more  rigid  and 
t  more  m  f  HlIi?0°S;,bf  a  congregation  of  an  hundred 

one  m-r  of  ^beir°  e£ted  alraoft  arF  where>  who  wiU  hear 
-mother  Vh  6  ko™n  “spared  and  fet  at  variance  with 
t^f  rh  f  T  le  refentment  which  might  be  expend 
“  a  cafe  They  all  believe  the  imputation  of  Adam’s 

F  ,  i  pofterity,  and  maintain  that  every  man  is  what 
Ood  makes  him  to  be. 

Hlnfoos  acknowledge  but  one  Supreme  Being; 

nare  h  7  make  offfnnSs  t0  a  variety  of  imaginary  fubordi- 
beings,  or  rather  to  creatures;  as  the  images  of  good 

men,  animals  plants  &c.  With  thefe  offerings  they  be- 
neve  that  God  is  highly  pleafed.  But  the  minufia  oft their 
worfhip  are  fo  various,  that  fcarcely  any  even  of  themfelves 
can  give  a  tolerable  account  of  them. 

t1l  1  ?,  th,e  nonour  of  the  government  I  may  obferve,  that 
JIack  PeoP!e  here  are  as  free  as  the  natives  of  England, 
and  the  courts  of  law  feem  to  favour  them  full  as  much  as 
tne  .Europeans. 

Then  national  character  is  that  of  avarice;  to  this  we 

may  add  a  flrong  propenfity  to  lying.  The  firfl  of  thefe 

eems  to  be  the  ef-reft  of  the  oppreffive  dealing  which  they 

-  ave  experienced  under  former  governors.  But  the  whole 

pohce  has  affumed  a  very  different  afpedt  under  the  go- 

veinment  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  efpecially  in  favor  of 
the  natives.  J 

r  i  „  - Dekarta ,  Feb .  15,  1704. 

.  lclve  ttL^en  a  few  acres  of  land  at  HaJJirabad ,  near 
this  place,  which  is  about  forty  miles  eaft  of  Calcutta  upon 
t  e  nvei  Ju  ana.  An  Englifh  gentleman,  to  whom  we 
cre.  a  entirely  unknown,  has  generoufly  invited  us  all  to 
ay  m  his  home  till  we  have  erecSted  one  of  our  own  : 
this  I  am  now  engaged  in  ;  the  walls  will  be  made  of 
matts  fattened  to  wooden  pofls ;  and  the  roof  formed  of 

bas  no  lank  in  fociety,  and  cannot  ferve  in  any  public  employment. 

en;f  ^ de  Pl,nitbment  or  expulilon,  which  is  fuppofed  in  its  confeq'uences 
o  ex  end  even  to  another  life,  becomes  more  terrible  than 
That  of  death.” 

Craufurd's  Sketches  of  the  Hindoos ,  voh  i.  p.  124.  Note. 
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bamboos  and  thatched.  The  neighbouring 

Ilft-lp  qfliftancc  in  the  work,  and  four  01  nvt  h 
?amUks  inteS  to  cotne  and  reftde  in  our  neighbourhood  ; 
this  is  occafioned  by  Moonfhee’s  reprefenting  me  to  the  . 

•  favourable  light.  Although  the  country  is  an  exc^s- 

Jem  M  ii  h»Vbee„  h.ely  Me.-Jed  «  ««* 

the  timers,  and  other  beads  ot  prey,  which  mfed  the  place, 
but  thole  are  all  afraid  ofa  geo,  and .wall 

the  people,  therefore,  are  not  afraid  wnen  ^  1 

nio-h  We  fhall  have  all  the  neceffaries  of  Inc,  except 
bread,  for  which  rice  muft  be  a  fubftitute  :  wild 
and  fowls,  are  to  be  procured  by  the  gun,  and  m  PP J 

us  with  a  confiderable  part  of  our  food.  1  h"  “icon 
venience,  in  having  fo  much  of  my  time  neceffan  y  taken 
ud  in  procuring  provifions,  and  cultivating  my  httle  farm  , 
but  when  my  houfe  is  built  I  fhall  have  more  le.ft.re  than 
at  prefent,  and  have  daily  opportunities  oce| 
with  the  natives,  and  purfuing  the  work  of  the 

fion - here  is  certainly  a  large  field  for  ufefulnefs-- 

much  larger  than  you  can  conceive,  both  among  the 
Hindoos  and  Muffulmans.  They  are  very  numerous  vei> 
inquifitive,  and  very  attentive  to  the  gofpel.  W  hen  I  can 
fo  far  know  the  language  as  to  preach  in  1  ,  ^  “ 

doubt  of  having  a  ftated  congregation,  and  .  muc  1? 
to  fend  you  pleafing  accounts.  I  can  fo  far  conveife 
the  language  as  to  be  underftood  in  moft  things  bel°nSin6 
to  eating  and  drinking,  buying  and  felling,  &-C.  Mv  ear 
is  fomewhat  familiarized  to  the  Bengalee  founds :  it  is  a 
language  ofa  very  Angular  conAruftion,  having  no  plura 
except  to  pronouns,  and  not  a  Angle  prepoiition  m  it  .  out 
the  cafes  of  nouns  and  pronouns  are  almoft  endleis,  ail  i  .e 
words  anfwering  to  our  prepofitions  being  put  after  t.ie 
word,  and  forming  a  new  cafe  ;  except  thefe  Angulanties, 
I  find  it  an  eafy  language.  I  feel  myfelf  happy  m  my  pre¬ 
fent  undertaking,  for  though  I  never  felt  the  lofs  of  facial 
religion,  fo  much  as  now,  yet  a  confcioufnefs  of  having 
given  up  all  for  God  is  a  fupport,  and  the  work,  with  all 
its  attendant  inconveniences,  is  to  me  a  rica  reward,  i 
think  the  fociety  would  do  well  to  keep  tneir  eye  towards 
Africa  or  Afia,  countries  which  aie  not  like  the  a’i  i  oj 
America,  where  long  labour  will  fcarcely  collect  hxty 
people  to  hear  the  word  ;  for  here  it  is  almoft  impomble  to 
get  out  of  the  way  of  hundreds,  and  preachers  aie  wantcc 

2^  a  ?i  thouiancj 
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Cafhmire,  in  which  fj  '  ?  a,ld.the  “Of*™  P»ti  lo 

foal  that  thinks  of  g5  a  ri”h  “?  fc’"’ 

an  acrmint  nf  p.,  i  ♦.  ltJ.  ^  nope  you  will  fend  me 

especially  Leiccfter^ Yaug  V1np0rtant  *?  the  Churches, 
next  year  •  S,'i  ,  muft  not  exPe£l  my  journal  till 
Iran  fin  it.  ’  o  al  7  keep  one,  which  I  intend  then  to 

fo/2hisVo^r,Th°ngh  1  ,3m  Cirrounded  by  mercies,  yet 

ro  fni  m  M  ?  8  Pk  -my  ,fe  lias  been  rendered  ufelefs  as 
toipmtual  things,  being  for  the  prefent  wholly  occupied 

n  temporal  concerns,  and  the  Sabbaths  noware' quite 

difconfolate.  In  one  of  thefe  Sabbaths  I  am  feeking  com 

mumon  with  you  and  I  feel  that  a  diftance  of  tenor  fif- 

faSs  hTband  ;m!  eS’-  ta,nnot  prevent  the  communion  of 
kt  to.  Though  deprived  of  a  perfonal  intercourle  with  my 

-eA-  opean  friends,  i  have  at  leaft  one  religious  friend,  anj 

but  is  a  n  m  i  y“  !i  ,  :OU‘°p>  he  has  indeed  much  timidity, 
ed  hp  if'  Ve'TF°d  llnderftanding,  and  well  inform- 
j  ’  a  Perlo“  of  Probity.  The  part  where 

•  ;  fi •  -Uiiuing  my  houfe  is  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
in.penetraDie  lorefls  called  Sunderbunds  ;  and  though  quite 
ymrted  before,  through  fear  of  the  tygers,  the  peopk  are 
nov  returning, ^encouraged  by  my  example, and  we  fhall  foon 

:,hl“  01  I0U[  thoulalnd  m  our  vicinity.  Thefe  people 
°.tuels  ln,  tlle  neighbourhood  are  much  pleafed  with 

or^ fiv°R ,h5p  a!lU  tW°  Pr  tJiree  days  ago  a  deputation  of  five 
ci  fix  Brahmans  with  a  prefent  in  their  hands,  came  to 

tfian:<  me,  or  rather  to  fay  that  they  were^WI  was  coming 
o  hve  among  them,  tor  they  have  no  fuch  word  as  thank 
you,  nor  any  expreffion  of  thankfulnefs,  in  all  their  lan¬ 
guage.  With  refpeft  to  perfonal  fafety,  I  am  juft  the 
iair.e  here  as  m  England  ;  my  health  was  never  better,  the 
Chinate,  though  hot,  is  tolerable  ;  but,  attended  as  I  am 
vv  un  difficulties,  I  would  not  renounce  my  undertaking  for 
.ui  the  world.  I  long  to  know  how  all  the  minifters  do  ;  how 
Lie  ivliffion-Society  goes  on,  whether  the  churches  flourish 
re-  im;t,  and  in  fhort  every  thing  that  occurs.  Salute  all 
!':  oj'ecnren  in  my  name,  and  let  every  Minifter  and  every 
v  ni  nlian  with  whom  you  have  the  fmalleft  connexion 
k,'ow  that  this  conveys  my  chriftian  affedtion  to  them. 

1  W.  C. 


Bengal 
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Extracts  from  Mr.  Thomas’s  Letters, 


Bengal  Bay ,  October  26,  1793. 

When  we  laft  wrote  we  were  waiting  at  Dover  for  the 
arrival  of  the  Kron  Prineeifa  Maria.  On  Thurfday 
morning,  June  13,  we  put  to  fea,  in  expectation  of  writ¬ 
ing  bv  the  Triton  frigate,  which  convoyed  us  out  of  the 
track  of  privateers,  who  might  otherwife  have  detained  us; 
but  when  Ihe  took  leave  it  blew  fo  frefh,  that  we  could 
not  hoiff  out  a  boat,  fo  that  a  large  packet  of  letters  which 
were  written  by  each  of  us  were  not  fent.  For  my  part  I 
expected  a  very  uncomfortable  and  lonely  paffage  ;  having 
to  mefs  with  the  fervants  we  agreed  for  two  cabins  only, 
and  two  perfons  to  mefs  at  the  Captain’s  table  ;  but  HE 
that  gave  jofeph  favour  in  the  fight  of  Pharaoh,  had  gra- 
cioufly  provided  for  us  and  our  little  ones,  far  beyond  all 
expectation.  We  found  the  Captain  a  very  well-bred 
Englifhman  ;  he  would  notfufter  me  to  abfent  myfelf  from 
his  table,  and  received  and  entertained  us  all,  as  though 
we  had  been  people  of  conlequence,  fo  that  he  has  often 
lhewed  us  kindneffes,  which  we  could  no  other  way  ac¬ 
count  for  than  by  the  hand  of  God  upon  us  for  good. 

Never  did  men  fee  their  native  land  with  more  joy  than 
we  left  it,  and  this  alfo  is  not  of  nature,  but  from  above. 
Brother  Carey,  while  very  fea  fick,  and  leaning  over  the 
fide  of  the  {hip  to  relieve  his  ftomach  from  that  very  op- 
predive  complaint,  faid,  “  his  mind  was  filled  with  confo- 
lation  in  contemplating  the  wonderful  goodnefs  of  God.” 
We  expeeft  to  finifh  our  voyage  this  week,  and  in  hopes  of 
a  fpeedy  opportunity  to  fend  to  Europe,  I  have  begun 
writing  in  time  ;  we  have  never  put  in  at  any  place  as  we 
intended,  for  at  the  Cape  the  wind  was  fo  fair  to  go  on, 
that  we  propofed  to  put  in  at  the  Mauritius;  but  as  foon  as 
we  came  near  that  ifland  the  wind  proved  contrary,  and 
we  paITed  on  to  Bengal  Bay.  We  have  been  three  months 
without  having  feen  a  fingle  fliip,  which  we  think  rather 
extraordinary.  Poor  Mrs.  Carey  has  had  many  fears  and 
troubles,  fo  that  die  was  like  Lot’s  wife  till  flue  got  pad 
the  Cape  ;  but  ever  fmee,  it  feems  fo  far  to  look  back  to 
Piddington ,  that  die  turns  her  hopes  and  wifhes  to  a  fa fe 
arrival  in  Bengal ;  {he  has  had  good  health  all  the  paffage, 
and  the  little  babe  is  grown  a  ftout  fellow;  all  the  children 
are  remarkable  healthy,  which  we  cannot  but  feel  as  a 
great  kindnefs  towards  us.  Mrs.  Carey’s  lifter  alfo  {hares 
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good  ncaltji,  and  all  bear  the  heat  much  better  than  I  ex¬ 
pected,  ivli.  Carey  was  at  one  time  ill  with  a  complaint 
which  he  was  lubjedt  to  at  home,  but  the  Lord  had  mercy 
on  him  ana  on  me;  he  is  now  as  well  I  fuppofe  as  ever  he 
was  in  his  hie,  and  has  been  for  fome  months.  We  have 
preached  twice  on  each  Lord’s  Day,  and  have  a  tolerable 
chon  of  fingers.  Someperfons  on  board  who  came  to  hear 
us  at  firft  have  entirely  left  us,  and  others  have  heard  us 
conffantly :  but  to  our  great  forrow  we  don’t  fee  the  blef- 
fing  of  God  on  our  labours.  Some  profane  cufloms  on  the 
Sabbath  Day,  and  in  common  converfation,  have  been  left 
off  indeed,  but  the  one  thing  needful  is  utterly  lacking  in 
them,  and  now  we  remember  the  words  which  our  Lord 
Ipoke  to  Ezekiel,  chap.  iii.  6.  “  Surely  had  I  fent  thee  to  a 
people  of  ifrange  fpeech,  and  of  an  hard  language,  whofe 
words  thou  can  if  not  underhand,  furely  had  I  fent  thee  to 
them  they  would  have  hearkened  to  thee,  but  the  houfe  of 
lirael  will  not  hearken.”  We  have  nevertheless  reafon  to 
be  thankful  for  fome  fweet  and  precious  feafons  of  grace 
on  board,  which  we  have  relifhed  among  ourfelves,  both 
on  Sabbath  Days,  and  in  family  worfhip,  which  we  enjoy 
regularly  twice  a-day.  We  have  fmifheda  tranflation  of  the 
book  of  Genefis  on  the  paffage*,  and  Brother  Carey  helped 
me  out  in  paffages  which  I  could  not  lo  well  have  under- 
flood  without  him — fo  let  the  goldfmith  help  the  carpenter 
and  the  carpenter  the  goldfmith,  till  the  work  of  God  be 
done.  We  have  enjoyed  fome  remarkable  favours  of 
Providence  on  ourpaffage,  befides  thofe already  mentioned; 
among  others,  about  fix  or  eight  weeks  ago  we- began  to 
fear  a  want  of  water,  and  to  talk  of  an  allowance,  which  we 
have  never  been  limited  by  yet— well,  the  next  day  the  Lord 
fent  down  abundance  of  rain  in  two  different  fliowers,  and 
we  filled  many  calks.  When  we  think  on  thefe  things  that 
are  paff,  we  truft  him  afrefh  for  all  that’s  to  come.  At 

*  Mr.  Thomas  has  tranflated  Matthew,  Mark  and  James  before. 

Sir  William  Jones,  in  his  Differtation  on  the  Gods  of  Greece,  Italy, 
and  India,  lays,  6(  The  only  human  mode,  perhaps,  of  caufing  fo  great 
a  revolution,”  as  the  converfion  of  the  Muffelmans  and  the  Hindoos, 

<£  v/ill  be  to  tranflate  into  Shanfcrit  and  Perfian ,  fuch  chapters  of  the  pro¬ 
phets,  particularly  Isaiah,  as  are  indifputably  Evangelical,  together 
with  one  of  the  Gofpels ;  and  a  plain  prefatory  difeourfe,  containing  full 
evidence  of  the  very  diftant  ages,  in  which  the  predictions  themfelves,  and 
the  hiftory  of  the  divine  perlbn  predicted,  were  feverally  made  public  j 
and  then  quietly  to  difpede  the  work  among  the  well-educated  natives.” 

Editor. 

prefent 
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prefent  I  rejoice,  and  know  very  little  of  forrow:  I  rejoice 
becaufe  God  is  with  us,  the  throne  of  Grace  is  open,  and 
the  precious  word  of  God  is  unfealed  to  us.  I  rejoice 
to  be  fo  near  a  flock  of  black  fheep,  and  I  long  to  run 
and  roll  away  the  ftone  from  the  well’s  mouth,  that  they 
may  drink  :  I  rejoice  to  be  fo  near  my  family  and  fo  near 
land 3  but  we  have  had  our  patience  tried  of  late,  eight  or  nine 
days,  with  a  baffling  current  that  fets  us  back  fafter  than  we 
can  get  forward,  but  thefe  two  laft  days  we  gain  on  it. 

January  8,  1794. 

We  thought  to  write  to  you  long  before  this  3  but  our  hearts 
have  been  burthened  with  cares  and  forrows.  ft  was  very 
affetfting  to  hear  of  Ram  Bofhoo’s  great  perfecution  and  fall, 
deferted  by  Englifhmen,  and  perfecuted  by  his  own  country¬ 
men,  he  was  nigh  unto  death  :  the  natives  gathered  in  bodies, 
and  threw  duff  in  the  air,  as  he  palled  along  the  ftreets  in 
Calcutta  :  at  laft  one  of  his  relatives  offered  him  an  afylum, 
on  condition  of  his  bowing  down  to  their  idols*.  The  practice 

*  I  know  not  which  mo  ft  to  admire,  the  franknefs  of  the  miffionaries, 
or  the  candour  of  the  fociety,  who  have  favoured  us  with  the  account  of 
Ram  Bofhoo  at  large.  Surely  none  but  minds  under  a  fatanic  influence 
can  be  pleafed  at  the  pain  occafioned  by  his  falling  down  again  to  idols. 
But  difappointments  of  this  kind  mu  ft  be  expe&ed.  The  wifdom  of  the 
fociety  has,  no  doubt,  prepared  them  for  fuch  events,  and  they  will  efti- 
mate  the  labours  of  their  miflionaries  by  the  fincerity  of  their  endeavours, 
and  not  by  the  fplendour  of  their  fuccefs.  Neverthelefs,  it  mu  ft  be  gra¬ 
tifying  to  this  reipeCtable  body,  to  find  their  profpe&s  fo  flattering  as 
they  really  are :  for  even  the  cafe  of  Bofhoo  itfelf  is  a  hopeful  one  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Carey,  who  believe  him  to  be  a  good 
man,  and  they  miifl  be  the  moft  competent  judges  of  his  character.  But 
left  any  well-wifher  of  the  inftitution  fhould  be  tempted  to  conftrue  this 
cafe  into  a  difcouragement,  I  would  affe&ionately  requeft  him  to  read 
the  following  extract,  made  from  many  pages  of  a  volume  juft  publifhed. 

In  the  year  1739  Rev.  Chriftian  Henry  Ruach,  a  minifter  of  the 
Unitas  Fratrum,  conne&ed  with  Count  Zinzendorf,  was  lent  from  Ma- 
rienborn  in  Germany,  to  feek  an  opportunity  of  preaching  the  Golpei 
to  the  poor  favages  in  North  America.  The  flrft  he  met  with  were 
Mahikander  Indians,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Dutch  language 
imperfectly,  but  well  enough  to  underftand  him.  Ferocious  they  were 
in  appearance  and  manners.  He  began  to  converfe  with  two  of  them 
called  Tfchoop  and  Shabafch,  and,  without  ceremony,  enquired  whether 
they  wifhed  to  be  taught  the  way  of  falvation.  Tfchoop  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  adding  that  he  frequently  felt  difpofed  to  know  better  things 
than  he  did,  but  he  knew  not  how  or  where  to  find  them  ;  therefore,  if 
any  one  would  come  and  inftruCl  him  and  his  acquaintance,  he  fhould  be 
thankful.  Shabafch  alfo  gave  his  aflciit.  Mr.  Ruach,  therefore,  betook 

himfeif 
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of  the  Roman  Cathoiicks  ftrengthened  this  temptation,  and 
he  was  prevailed  on  :  he  is  now  with  Mr.  Carey,  from  whom 
you  will  have  a  more  circumflantial  account ;  he  thinks  well 
°  him,  and  1  hope  he  at  heart  is  convinced  of  his  errors.  I 
puriuing  my  Shanfcrit  ftudies,  and  keep  a  Pundit.  Bro¬ 
ther  Carey  pays  Moonfhee  twenty  rupees  per  month,  which 
taiS.es  aoout  half  his  income.  He  has  told  you  fome  of  our 
yi  its  and  conventions  with  the  natives:  he  admires  them 
,or  tneir  fimplicity  and  manners  among  themfelves,  and  their 
narmlefs  behaviour  to  others,  and  moll  of  all,  for  the  great 
attention  they  pay  to  the  Gofpel  :  but  our  bell  times  are  to 
come  we  hope.-— I  fhould  be  very  happy  to  fee  a  Benp-al 
iiibie  in  any  degree  of  forwardnefs  before  I  die,  and  have  been 
talking  with  a  printer  to  day,  in  whole  hands  are  the  Bengal 
t\pes  which  ai  e  uied  here,  on  the  expence  of  fuch  a  work  :  I 
hiail  probaoly  be  more  particular  on  this  fubje£t  in  my  next 
letter  I  lhall  go  on  tranflating  and  learning  Shanfcrit.  Bro¬ 
ther  Carey  comes  on  very  fall  in  the  Bengalee.  We  love 
one  another.  Adieu,  J.  T. 

Guilf. 

himfelf  to  Shekomeko,  an  Indian  town  where  they  lived,  was  received  with 
inuv.h  kindnefs,  and  immediately  addrelfed  them  on  the  aim  of  his  vifit. 
ylt  firk  he  was  heard  with  great  attention,  and  to  appearance,  not  without 
lm  predion  ;  but  afterwards  they  laughed  him  to  fcorn,  nor  would  they 
nften  to  one  word  of  the  Golpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  mocked  whenever 
his  name  was  mentioned.  This  occaboned  Mr.  Ruach  to  If  niggle  with 
great  diftrels  and  famine  j  nor  would  any  one  receive  him  into  his  houfe . 
JBu:  he  ioon  difcovered  that  the  word  of  the  Crofs  was  the  power  of  God 
to  laivation.  Tlchoop,  the  greateft  drunkard  among  them,  was  the  firft 
whole  heart  was  powerfully  awakened  through  the  grace  of  Jelus  Chrift. 
And  ioon  after  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  became  remarkably  evident 
m  the  heart  of  Shabafch.  Their  eyes  overflowed  with  tears  whenever 
the  lufferings  and  death  of  our  Redeemer  were  deferibed  to  them.  They 
often  lamented  their  former  worfhip  of  idols,  and  their  ignorance  of  God 
our  Saviour,  who  had  loved  them  fo  much,  that  he  died  to  fave  them. 

About  a  year  after,  fome  white  people,  conceiving  their  interefts  would 
be  injured,  if  the  Indians  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  began  to  fjtir  up 
the  Heathen  againft  Mr.  Ruach,  reprefenting  him  as  a  man  feeking  only 
to  deceive  and  millead  them.  By  this  they  were  fo  much  irritated,  that 
at  laft  they  threatened  his  life  unlefs  he  left  the  place  j  and  even  Tlchoop 
and  Shabafch  were  filled  with  miftruft,  and  became  difafFe£ted  to  him — 
yea,  ftrange  to  relate,  Tfchoop,  whom  he  cordially  loved,  was  fo  much 
enraged,  that  he  fought  an  opportunity  to  fhoot  him  j  and  Shabafch 
avoided  him  every  where.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  he  followed  thefe 
iwo  perfons  with  patience  and  love,  praying  for  them,  and  fowing  the 
word  of  God  in  tears.  He  was  prudent  in  all  his  lteps,  and  continuing 

to 
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It  has  been  this  day  refolved  by  the  Committee 

I.  That  the  fame  falary  of  1 50/.  allowed  to  our  Brethren 
Thomas  and  Carey  for  the  firft  year,  be  continued  the  ccond 
year,  beginning  November  7,  X793>  and  to  be  eTlally  dlvlded 

between  them.  „  .  .  ,  , 

II.  That  as  it  will  be  neceflary  for  fome  time  that  they 

fhouid  have  the  affiftance  of  fome  of  the  natives,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  learn  the  Shanfcrit  and  Bengal  languages,  the 

to  aft,  from  a  good  confcience,  with  firmnefs,  the  Indians  began  to  admire 
his  perfeverance,  meeknefs  and  courage ;  and,  in  a  Ihou  time,  thei 
fidence  was  reftored,  and  their  fiiendfhip  eftablifhed.  e\u  1  . 

er fully  affected  by  his  preaching  5  and  Tfchoop  was  the  firft  who »  wip 
away  the  tears  from  his  eyes,  by  expreffing  an  anxious  concern  to  exp 
rience  the  power  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  in  his  heart;  and  having .become 
obedient  to  the  Gofpel,  in  a  fhort  time  a  little  company  was  gathered 
of  fuch  as  were  convinced  of  their  miferable  Hate  by  nature,  an 
to  be  delivered  from  it.  Shabafch  was  afterwards  baptized,  ca  led  Abia- 
ham,  and  proved  to  be  an  eminently  good  man ;  Tfchoop  followed,  an^ 
lie  was  now  called  John,  and  became  an  Indian  teacher  anc  interpreie  . 
And.  though  he  had  formerly  deferted  bis  cbrijtian  peft,  his  gifts  were  iancti- 
fied  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  employed  in  inch  a  mannei,  as  to  e le 
means  of  a  blefling  both  to  Europeans  and  Indians.  Few  o  us  conn  ly 
men  could  vie  with  him  in  point  or  Indian  oiatoiy  ;  he  was  a  o  mac 
refpe&ed  as  a  Chief  among  his  nation.  But  foul  yeais  o  a  nuy 
in  the  fervice  of  God  terminated  his  labours.  During  his  illneis  the 
believing  Indians  often  ftood  weeping  round  his  bed,  while  he  ipakewitd 
energy  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  And  he  approved  himfel  to  his  lait 
breath  a  minifter  of  God;  and  his  departure,  gentle  and  placi  ,  was  t  a 
of  a  faithful  fervant  entering  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  Thele  Nlahikan- 
ders  appear  to  be  two  out  of  the  three  perrons,  who  wei.e  tie  "V  ER.Y 

first  Fruits  of  the  Moravian  Miffions. 

The  cafe  of  a  chief  of  Meniolagomekah,  generally  called  George  Hex, 
was  fimilar  to  the  above.  He  was  a  young  man  of  rank,  of  a  very  found 
underftanding  5  and  after  his  converfion,  was  named  Auguftus  in  baptilm, 
became  ftrong  in  faith,  and  an  ufeful  afliftant  in  the  Indian  congregation 
at  Bethlehem!  But  his  brother-in-law  Tadeufkund  feduced  him  from 
the  fimplicity  which  is  in  Clirift  Jefus,  by  representing  to  him,  tnat  in 
Wajomick  he  would  be  a  man  of  much  greater  refpe&abihty,  than  m 
Bethlehem— and  he  now  even  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  comfort  or  tne 
Indian  congregation— but  after  this  tiie  Lord  gave  him  repentance,  he 
was  readmitted  to  fellowfhip,  and  departed  this  life  happily. 

I  have  made  thefe  extraTs  from  The  Hiftory  of  the  Mifiomf  the  United  Bre¬ 
thren  among  the  Indians  in  North  America ,  in  three  parts,  by  Geofgc  Henry 
Lajkiel ,  tranflated  from  the  German  by  the  Rev.  Christian  Ignatius 
La  Troee,  1794-— a  work  which  cannot  fail  of  being  intereftmg  to  the 
great  numbers  who  pray  for  the  fpread  of  the  Goipel  among  the  unillu¬ 
minated  millions  in  the  heathen  countries  ;  on  which  account  I  prefume 

to  recommend  it  to  they'  notice  and  regard.  j-d1  a  or. 

fam 
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III.  Fhat  in  confideration  of  Brother  Caret’s  fzmlUr  u  • 
his  ”comeUmer°US  and  expenflve>  the  fum  of  \oL  be  added"! 

to  olr  Sreiftoft??6  "7  Teftamem  be  ^nt 

the  focievhe  bneiaCC0Unt  f  the  origin  and  proceedings  of 

corre!ondencePofS  Wkh  fuCh  extra6h  the 

ponaence  of  the  miffionanes  as  may  appear  likelv  tn 

convey  to  the  public  a  true  ftate  of  the  miffio!  and  tend  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  the  fociety.  J  nd  £end  t0 

The  Committee  to  Brethren  Thomas  and  Carey. 

jr  ,  „  ,  Guiljborough ,  Augujl  a,  i7Qa. 

very  dear  Brethren !  £  J  4  /y4 

p  Y,OLtR  „Welcome  letters  were  received  on  the  2Qth  ult 
Brothei  f  uiler  immediately  called  a  committee  which  has  this 

rTher  at  ^^-ough.  Our  fpirits  were  refrefied 

toyth7fT  f  nCTe-  •  4ter  readinS  y°ur  le£ters  *°  the  fociety, 
o  ih.  Church  at  Leicefter,  and  to  Brethren  Pearce  and  Ryland, 

we  fang  with  facred  joy  the  428th  hymn  of  Rippon’s  Appendix. 

,°  “  ,the,  ^oomy  hills  of  darknefs,”  &c.--and  returned 
folemn  thanks  to  the  everlafting  God,  whofe  mercy  endureth 

°r,euVeL  ’  for  iavinS  prefer ved  you  from  the  perils  of  the  fea, 
and  hitherto  made  your  way  profperous.  In  reading  the  fhort 
account  of  your  labours,  we  feel  fomething  of  that  fpirit  fpoken 
of  m  the  Prophets,  Thine  heart  Jhall  fear  and  be  enlarged! 
v  e  cordially  thank  you  for  your  affiduity  in  learning  the 
anguages,  in  tranflating,  and  in  every  labour  of  love  in  which 
you  have  engaged.  Under  God,  we  cheerfully  confide  in 
your  wifdom,  ndelity,  and  prudence,  with  relation  to  the  feat 
ofyoiu'  labour and  the  means  to  carry  them  into  effect.  If  there 
be  one  place  however  which  ftrikes  us,  as  of  more  importance 
than  tiie  ref!,  it  is  Nuddea .  But  you  mull  follow  where  the 
■Lord  opens  a  door  for  you. 

It  rejoices  us  greatly  to  hear  of  the  good  underftanding 
between  you ;  and  of  the  high  opinion  and  efteem  which  each 
entertains  for  the  other  : — This  fpirit  we  hope  will  be  pre- 
lerved  and  cultivated.  Should  any  little  difference  ever  arife, 

we  hope  you  will  each  facrifice  much,  rather  than  injure  the 
common  caufe.  J 

Brethren,  mould  either  of  you  be  tempted  to  any  thing  that 
would  caufe  the  work  to  ceafe  (for  you  are  yet  in  the  body) 

confider 
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ronfider  the  anfwer  of  Nehemiah,  I  am  doing  a  great  work 
and  cannot  come  down  to  you  !  It  afforded  pam  am  id  ft;  our  plea- 
fure  to  hear  of  poor  R.  R.  Bofhoo’s  fall ;  but  do  not  give  him 
up.  His  meeting  you,  and  cleaving  to  you,  does  not  indicate 
an  apoftate  heart :  It  was  more  like  the  fpirit  of  a  Peter  than  , 
of  a  Judas.  Your  bufinefs  is,  To  bind  up  that  which  is 
broken ,  and,  T o  bring  again  float  which  was  driven  away  : 
Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  chief  fhepherd  of  the  fheep,  and 
fuch  we  are  perfuaded  will  be  yours. 

We  depend,  brethren,  upon  your  freedom,  to  make  known 
your  wants;  as  much  as  upon  your  (Economical  application 
of  what  is  communicated ;  do  not  be  referved ;  if  you  cannot 
tell  your  own  wants  tell  of  each  others. 

Remember  us  affectionately  to  your  families,  to  R.  R.  Bo- 
Ihoo,  Parbotee,  Mohun  Chund,  and  all  who  love  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity.  Dearly  beloved  brethren,  farewell  , 
be  of  good  courage  ;  we  alfo  will  be  with  you  by  our  prayers 
and  exertions,  and  GOD,  your  own  GOD,  will  blefs  you  1 
Farewell ;  grace  be  with  you ;  let  us  often  hear  from  you,  and 
O  !  that  we  may  hear  good  tidings  of  great  joy.  Once  more 
farewell!  (Signed  this  4th  day  of  Auguft,  1 794-0 

ANDREW  FULLER,  &c.  See. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Fawcett’s  metrical  Imitation  of 
Ram  Boshoo’s  Hymn  in  p.  370  of  the  Register* 

1 1 2th  Meafure.  Carey's  Tune . 

1.  JESUS  descended  from  above, 

To  fave  our  fouls  from  guilt  and  fhame  ; 

O  may  we  then  admire  his  love, 

And  render  praifes  to  his  name. 

Chorus .  Jefus  alone  whom  we  adore. 

The  ruin’d  finner  can  reftore. 

2.  Fie  came  to  bear  our  fins  and  die, 

N  That  he  might  fave  our  wretched  race: 

Yet  he’s  the  fon  of  God  moll  high, 

Adorn’d  with  purity  and  grace. 

Chorus .  Jefus,  &c. 

3.  Angelic  hofts  the  tidings  bring, 

And  hail  the  long  expedled  morn, 

“  Go,  Ihepherds,  vifit  Chrift;  your  King, 

The  promis’d  Saviour  now  is  born.” 

Cher  us,  Jefus,  &c. 

4.  Sinners 


•  .  V  -T 
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4*  dinners  he  ranfoms  by  his  bloody 
He  that  believes  the  tidings  Jives ; 

Sinners  he  reconciles  to  God: 
Pardon  and  peace  he  freelv  gives0 
Chorus .  Jefus,  &c. 

\ 

5-  %  humble  faith  to  him  apply ; 

His  words  are  kind  and  ever  true; 

“  Ye  thirfty  fouls,  to  me  draw  nigh. 
Water  of  lite,  I  give  to  you.’3 
Chorus.  Jefus,  &c. 

6.  O  may  we  .dill  adore  his  name, 

We  who  have  known  his  faving  pow’r; 

Afcribe  falvation  to  the  lamb, 

And  love  and  praife  him  evermore. 
Chorus .  Jefus,  &c. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  MONTHLY  MEETINGS 

IN  LONDON  AND  SOUTHWARK, 

IN  THE  YEAR  1794. 


Place. 

'Time. 

T ?  begin. 

To  preach. 

To  pray. 

Mr.  T im .  T homas ’ s 

Jan. 

23 

Burnlide 

Rippon 

Williams 

Mr.  Button’s 

Feb. 

20 

Rippon 

Swain 

Dore 

Mr.  Dore’s 

March 

20 

Swain 

Williams 

Booth 

D r.  Rippon’s 

April 

24 

Williams 

Stennett 

Swain 

Mr.  Booth’s 

May 

22 

Stennett 

Dore 

Rippon 

Mr*  Burnlide’s 

J  one 

*9 

Dore 

Martin 

r  T  j 

Pho.  Thomas 

Mr.  Swain’s 

July 

24 

Martin 

Tho.  Thomas 

Pirn.  Thomas 

Mr.  Williams’s 

Auguft 

21 

Tho.  Thomas 

Button 

Stennett 

Dr.  Stennett’s 

Sen. 

25 

Button 

Tim.  Thomas 

Burn  fide 

Mr.  Martin’s 

Oct. 

23 

Tim.  Thomas 

Booth 

Button 

Mr.  Tho.  Thomas’s 

Nov. 

20 

Booth 

1 

Burnlide 

i 

Martin 

The  Minifter  of  each  Place  concludes  the  Meeting. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FOUR  COUNTRY  CASES 
WHICH  WERE  PATRONISED  IN  LONDON, 

1 794-* 


Place. 

P  repented,  j  Recommended. 

Wanted. 

Colic  Sled. 

Hertford 

B  ram  ley 
Uckheld 
Cofeley 

Nov.  6y  1789 
Feb.  5,  1790 
Oct.  1,  1790 
06t.  1,  1790 

Mar.  7,  1794 
June  6,  1794 

Aug.  1,  1794 
OR.  3,  1794 

80  0  0 

126  0  0 

60  7  0 

206  2  8 

80  0  0 

60  7  0 

82  18  6 

MINUTES 
OF  THE  THREE 

ARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS, 

In  the  Principality  of  WAL E S, 

In  the  year  1794. 

THIS  year  each  Convention  wrote  their  own  Letter,  the 
preambles  of  which  are  nearly  the  fame  as  lafi  year.  rliL£ 
Alfociations  were  held  in  their  due  order  thus, 

I.  THE  SOUTH  EAST  ASSOCIATION, 

At  Olchon *,  Herefordihire  f,  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  June. 

Met  Wednefday  morning  about  ten  :  The  folemnity  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  reading  the  1  octh  Pfalm.  Brother  W.  J  ones,  of  Builth, 
prayed  in  Weljh ,  and  Brother  Thomas  Evans,  of  Caerleon,  in 
Englijh  ;  then  Brother  Timothy  Thomas,  of  Aberduar,  preached 
in  Weljh ,  from  Ifa.  iv.  5.  and  Brother  J.  Thomas,  o t  Leominfter 
in  Englijh ,  from  2  Tim.  i.  6.  former  part  of  the  verfe  ;  ana 
Brother  Morgan  Evans  concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  again  about  two:  Brother  ].  Evans,  of  Bolau,  prayed; 
then  Brother  James  Williams,  of  B.ofs,  preached  in  Englijh 
from  Ifa.  lv.  3.  middle  part;  and  Brother  Miles  Edwards,  of 
Trofnant,  in  Weljh ,  from  Col.  i.  12.  Brother  David  Powell,  of 
Nottage,  concluded  the  work  of  the  day  in  prayer,  There  was 
finging  feveral  times  at  proper  intervals. 

Met  Thurjday  morning  about  nine  :  Brother  William  Price,  of 
Merthyr-tydnl,  prayed;  then  the  letters  from  the  22  churches 
were  read,  all  of  whom,  but  three,  had  been  favoured  with  fome 
addition.  Blaenau  and  Hengoed  noted,  that  they  were  be¬ 
reaved  of  their  aged  mmifters,  Meffrs.  Evan  Harry  and  Watkin 
Edwards  ;  both  worthy  men,  gone  to  reft  from  all  their  labours. 

Agreed,  To  receive  into  the  connexion  the  two  churches  in. 
Merthyr- tydfil :  To  grant  Doiau  church  leave  to  apply  for  affift- 

*  Olchon  is  the  fenior  church  of  Diffenters  and  Baptifts  in  the  Prin¬ 
cipality,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any  Aifociation  was  ever  .held  there 
before  this  year  ;  the  fituatibn  of  the  place,  it  was  luppofed,  would  render  it 
inconvenient ;  but  it  has  beeii  held  in  three  other  places  belonging  to  this 
church.  However,  upon  confultation  laft  year,  Olchon  feemed  to  be  the 
curly  place  that  would  be  fuitable  foT  the  meeting,  and  it  was  kept  there 
very  comfortably.  The  neighbouring  inhabitants  were  highly  pieafed, 
and  ready  to  entertain  more  Grangers,  if  there  had  been  more,  Though 
the  numbers  prefeht  were  very  confiderable. 

f  Herefordihire  is  an  Englilh  county,  but  Olchon  was  always  inha¬ 
bited  by  Ancient  Britons,  and  the  church,  was  in  the  Welfh.  connexion 
from  its  very  fir  It  formation. 

.  7 .  Many  Englifli  people  attended  the  affociation,  this  was  the  reafoil 
that  fo  much  of  the  fervice  was  in  their  language. 

Afril  1795. 


N 


arics 
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ance  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  building  their  meefinjA 
Jou  e  at  Nantgwyn  :  That  none  but  miniiters°and  2S 

Jf”  ,be  Prefe,nt.rWhlle  "W  P «^ning  to  the  churches  are  Ion 
fulted:  To  advife  the  churches  not  to  receive  into  their  corn- 
rnunton  any  members  from  other  churches,  without  a  letter,  of 

a  m^if0nffh0m-^e-Churdl  t0  wI,ich.they  be!ong=  To  keep 

chinches  and  the  Hate,  in  a  month  after  the  affcciation. 

WeHH  the,n*f  Convention  at  Croes-y-park  *,  on  the  firft 
U  edne.oay  and  Thurfday  in  June.  The  Brethren  James  Lewis,. 
John  Reynolds,  and  John  Jones,  to  preach. 

TIMOTHY  THOMAS,  Moderator. 


Baptized  -  - 
ReLored 

Received  by  letter 


H  9 

l7 


8 


Dead 

Excluded 

Difmified 


36 

37 

i 


Increafe 


74 


ioo 


The  circular  Letter  to  this  body  refers  to  the  epiftle  laL  ye^ar 
on  the  divine  Inspiration  of  Scripture  ;  thews  the  neceffity  of  be- 
iieving  it,  in  order  to  proper  Lability  in  religion  :  the  privilege 
or  being  grounded  in  the  truth,  and  the  mifery  and  dancer  of 
tfte  contrary:  That  Jerufalemis  foon  to  be  fearched  with  candles  ,- 
anaeeery  one^  to  be  tried  :  The  importance  ofbeing  deeply  fen- 
lible  of  our  fallen  Late,  the  atonement  by  ChriL,  and  a  holy 
Aire;  and  remarks,  that  fome  miniLers  in  particular  are  much' 

frreI*eo-t0  ^ee  '°  brotherly  love,  and  confequently,  fo  much 
aiiafrection  and  backbiting  among  profeffors. 


II.  THE  SOUTH-WEST  ASSOCIATION, 

At  the  New  Iionfe ,  near  the  Town  of  Llanelli,  Carmarthenlhire, 

on  the  i  ith  and  12th  of  June. 

Met  Tuefday  afternoon  :  After  Brother  John  Evans  had  prayed. 
Brother  John  Jones,  of  Ramoth,  preached  from  Lev.  xiv.  14.  and 
Brother  James  Lewis,  of  Llanwenarth,  from  Heb.  iv.  15.  and 
concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  Wednesday  morning  :  The  Brethren  G.  Rees  and  D.  Lewis 
prayed;  Brother  J.  Richards  read  Pfalm  ciik  then  Brother  David 
Evans,  of  Maes-y-berllan,  preached  from  1  Johniii.  1.  Brother 
Benjamin  Davis,  in  Engli/h ,  from  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  and  Brother 
Chriftmas  Evans  from  Col.  i.  22.  and  concluded  by  prayer. 

After  a  fhort  time  met  again  :  The  Brethren  T.  Morris  and 
Hugh  Evans  prayed  ;  Brother  W.  Williams,  preached  from  Pfalm 
cxix.  6.  and  Brother  Timothy  Thomas  from  Prov.  xvii.  17.  and 
concluded  the  work  of  the  day  by  prayer.  They  fang  at  conve¬ 
nient  feafons  through  the  worfhip  of  the  two  days. 


*  Hds  place  goes  by  fevered  names,  as  St.  Nicholas,  Pcterton,  &c. 

Met 


South-west; 
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Met  Thitrfday  morning  about  eight:  Brother  David  Evans,  of 
Cilfowyr,  prayed;  then  the  letters  from  the  2 1  churches  were 
read,  which  gave  information,  that  they  are  in  peace,  with  an 
addition  to  every  fociety  but  one.  Some  churches  are  grown  16 
numerous,  that  on  ordinance  days  tliere  is  not  room  enough  for 
the  members  to  lit  down,  therefore  part  of  tiiem  aie  obliged  to 
fit  without  *,  and  there  receive  the  ordinance.  In  fonie  places 
the  people  have  come  to  be  baptized  by  fcores;  many  more  are 
impatient  to  ihow  that  they  efteem  the  reproach  of  Chrift  better 
than  great  treafures.  Gifts  increafe  in  feveial  churches.  Many 
lament  that  our  fins  as  a  nation,  and  our  unfruitfulnefs  as  pro- 
feffors,  are  like  to  bring  vengeance  upon  us. .  Several  of  the 
churches  are  without  fettled  minifters,  wiiich  is  an  increafe  to 
their  trouble.  In  fome  churches  there  are  feveral  labouiers,  but 
work  plenty  for  all.  O  brethren  !  pray  for  us,  and  we  will 
pray  for  you,  that  God  may  carry  on  his  work  invincibly,,  mak¬ 
ing  the  little  one  a  thou  land,  and  a  fmall  one  a  ftrong  nation. 

Agreed,  To  continue  in  our  connexion  the  churches  of  Priory- 
lireet,  Carmarthen;  and  Ffynnon-Henry,  as  they  feparated 
with  afFe&ion.  And  fo  likewife  the  churth  of  Pant-teg,  which 
divided  in  mutual  love,  and  now  confifts  of  Pant-teg,  Pen-y- 
bont,  and  Tre-fach :  That,  in  general,  as  an  Affociatidn,  we 
judge  it  right  for  churches  confiding  of  feveral  branches  to  di¬ 
vide  into  feparate  focieties,  or  churches;  as  far  as  it  may  bs 
convenient.  In  order  to  be  nearer  the  pattern  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment ;  and  we  wifh  to  encourage  them  to  do  fo  in  love  :  To 
permit  the  church  at  Aberyftwyth  to  apply  to  tne  churches  for 
affiftance  towards  defraying  the  expences  which  have  attended 
the  building  their  Meeting-houfe  i  To  divide  the  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  into  three,  that  it  may  come  fooner  to  each  church  :  To 
encourage  the  churches  to  keep  a  meeting  of  humiliation  and 
prayer  on  various  accounts,  Wednefday  month  after  the  affocia- 
tion :  To  hold  the  next  Convention  at  Aberduar,  on  the  fecond 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June,  and  the  Brethren  George 
Rees,  Henry  David,  and  John  Hier,  to  preach.  The  whole 
folemnity  was  ciofed  in  prayer  by  Brother  George  Rees. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

DAVID  EVANS; 

The  minifters  and  meffengers  are  requefted  to  meet  next 
year,  on  Tuefday  between  two  and  three,  efpecially  thofe  \vh© 


Baptized 

P.eftored 


447 

35 

482 


Dead 

-  49 

Excluded 

“  J9 

**  394 

88 

* 

Increafe 

v  *  At  preaching  time  tney  itand  and  others  fit  on  benches  by  turns,  than 
howls  w£l  nearly  double  as  many  as  when  fit. 

N  2  Thts 
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The  Circular  Letter  notes,  That  faith  is  the  root  of  holy  action 
and  love  the  right  principle  which  conftrains  the  believer  to 
good  works :  That  the  jollification  of  a  (inner  before  God  is 
only  thro  the  facnfice  of  Chrift  :  That  there  is  no  meetnefs  for 
heaven  without  regeneration,  and  that  the  form  of  godlinefs, 
iuijut  the  power  of  it,  is  as  vain  as  it  is  dangerous. 


III.  THE  NORTH  WALES  ASSOCIATION, 

At  Ebenezer, ,  in  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea,  on  the  26th  and  27  th  of  June. 

,  Mf.  Wednefday  morning  :  The  work  of  the  day  was  intro¬ 
duced  m  prayer  by  the  brethren  Morris  Griffiths,  of  Llanp-loffan  ; 
and  Nicholas  Lewis,  ofRho.s  ;  Brother  Gabriel  Rees,  of  Rhyd- 
vihm  preached  from  Pfalm  cii.  16.  Brother  W.  Williams,  of 
noreb,  from  2.  Tim.  iii.  5.  and  Brother  John  [ones,  of  Ramoth, 
trom  Matt.  xxiv.  ip.  and  concluded  the  fervice  by  prayer. 

Met  again  foon  :  brother  Owen  Rees,  of  Carmarthen,  prayed  ; 
then  Brother  Daniel  Davis,  of  Llanelli,  preached  from  Heb.  iii.  1. 
and  Brother  Morgan  Rees  from  Ezek.  xliii.  10,  1 1,  12.  Sing¬ 
ing  as  ufual .  the  opportunities  morning  and  evening  were  agree¬ 
able.  Adjourned  to  next  morning-. 

Met  Thurfday ,  according  to  adjournment  i  Brother  Hugh 
W  iliiams  prayed,  then  the  letters  were  read  from  ten  churches, 
by  which  ^  it  appeared  that  they  were  generally  in  peace  and 
comfortable  ;  tlieir  miniflers  diligent ;  the^harvefl  very  extenfive, 
and  tnat  more  faithful  labourers  are  wanted. 

Agreed,  l  o  receive  into  the  connexion  the  church  at  Nevin, 
which  feparated  Com  the  church  at  Salem  in  Ldevn,  by  mutual 
confent:  10  aamit  Brother  C.  Evans  to  go  among  the  churches 
to  re  quell  ailiflance  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  erecting 
tne  me e ting -home  at  Amlwch,  in  Anglefea  :  That  it  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  apoflolic  pattern,  for  every  branch,  or  fociety,  that 
breaks  bread,  and  exercifes  difcipline  among  themfelves,  to  be 
a  feparate  church,  1  Cor.  xi.  20,  33.  Rom.  xvi.  5.  Col.  iv.  15. 
To  encourage  the  churches  to  continue  the  practice  of  fab- 
bath  -day  ichools,  for  inflrutting  youth  and  others  to  read  Weljh, 
which  hath  been  already  a  peculiar  bleliing  in  feveral  places : 
To  hold  the  next  affociation  at  Horeb,  in  Carnarvonfhire,  the 
lafl  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June ;  the  Brethren  John  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Gabriel  Rees,  and  C.  Evans,  to  preachy 

The  whole  folemnity  was  clofed  in  prayer  by  Brother  T. Jonas, 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 

GABRIEL  REES, 


Baptized 

.Reilored 
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Dead  -  13 

Excluded  -•  -  23 

DifmifFed  to  America  5 


4* 
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North 


north  wales. 


\2x 


North 

South-weft 

South-eaft 


92 

394 


100 


Total  increafe  of  the  three  affociations  )  586 

in  Wales  i 

There  was  a  letter  drawn  up,  and  read  In  this  affembly,  with 
a  view  to  be  circular;  but  as  fome  fuppofed  it  too  long  it  was 
not  put  to  preis;  in  lieu  of  it  the  minutes  of  the  three  Aiiocia- 
tions  were  printed  together,  with  a  brief  account  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  ordination.  Meffrs.  John  Edwards  and  i  homas  Jones  were 
ordained  as  co-paftors  at  Glyn-ceinog,  on  the  2nd  of  July,  which 
was  in  the  week  after  the  convention  m  Anglefea.  i  hme  two 
young;  minifters  were  railed  up  in  this  church,  and  have  a  very 
promifing  profped  of  ufefulnefs  in  it,  and  in  the  country  all 
around.  This  church  was  formed  in  1764;  the  prelent  mini¬ 
fters  are  grandfons  to  two  of  the  firft  condiments,  who  were 
much  perlecuted  on  their  very  firft  fetting  out  in  religion.  Mr. 
T.  Edwards’s  own  mother  was  likewife  a  conftderable  fufferer  m 
thofe  times.  She  alfo  was  one  of  the  nrft  conftituents.  But  through 
all  their  troubles  this  church  continued  refpectable,  and  hau.  a 
o'ood  auditory.  They  were,  for  fifteen  years,  the  only  Baptift 
church  in  North  Wales,  except  Wrexham  which  was  reckoned 
a  mixt  fociety.  May  it  pleafe  God  long  to  continue,  and  evi¬ 
dently  to  own  thefe  young  pallors,  rendering  them  very  ufeful 
and  acceptable  at  home  and  abroad. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The  tranflation  of  the  above  is  not  literal.  All  the  53 
churches  fent  letters,  and  all  fent  one  meffenger,  or  more. 
Some  churches  had  uncommon  adoitions,  Cilfowyr  had  154 
added  ;  Ebenezer,  near  Cardigan,  7  1  ;  and  Rhydwilim,  80.  To 
four  others,  above  20  were  added  in  each.  And  in  the  Noith,  at 
Glynn,  39  ;  in  another  24,  and  another  20 ;  feveral  more  in  the 
Principality  baptized  from  10  to  17;  and  between  the  time  of 
the  affociation,  12th  June  and  the  30th  Auguft,  there  were  148 
baptized  at  Cilfowyr,  which  with  the  above  154,  make  302,  in 
fifteen  months  or  Ids,  Of  the  148  it  feems  there  were  fome 
baptized  every  Lord’s  day,  in  one  branch  or  other  of  the  church, 
during  the  three  months ;  the  lowed  number  at  a  time  4,  and 
the  higheft  number  33. 

Since  the  affociation  letter  has  been  printed  in  Welfh,  a  cor¬ 
rosion  has  been  made  in  the  number.  The  increafe  is  as  above 
586. 


Joshua  Thomas. 
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THE 


WESTERN  ASSOCIATION, 

Met  in  Aflcxyation  at  Chard ,  Somerset, 

June  1 1  and  1 2,  1794. 

WE®NESDJcr’  nth  June,  met  at  three  o’clock.  Mr.  B, 

was  f,  raL°  ]  PrefCOtT?,rayed'  .  ¥n  John  Tommas,  of  Briftol,' 
then  «  I  Mo^erator-  rjie  preliminary  articles  were  read,  and 
tiren  letters  from  the  churches.  Mr.  Bain  of  Downton  prayed. 

Evening.  Mr.  Saffery  prayed  ;  Dr.  Ryiand  preached  from 

J  ^/311>^°*  71 e  mufi  lncreafe\  and  clofed  in  prayer. 

f  fir  ”l’  m,f- at  6  °’clock  in  the  morning.  MefTrs.  Miell 
of  A  imburn,  Price  of  Yeovil,  JofephDawfon  of  Lyme,  Cox  of 

Horhngton,  Norman  of  Bampton,  and  Cherry  of  Wellington, 

prayed.  Settled  bufinefs  of  the  Affociation  fund,  and  fubibrip- 
lions  for  letters,  r 

The  forenoon  fervice  began  at  half  paft  10.  MefTrs  Simmonds 
ot  VV  otton,  and  Sprague  of  Tiverton,  prayed.  Mr.  Tommas  of 
miwl  preacned  from  Heb.  xii.  28.  Wherefore  we  receiving  a 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  tfc.  Mr.  Birt  read  the  circular, 
lett<:r*  .  ^jr>  Clarke,  of  Exeter,  prayed;  then  adjourned. 

Met  m  the  afternoon,  quarter  paft  three.  Dr.  Rippon  prayed. 
Mr.  Francis  preached  from  Heb.  ii.  3.  How  Jhall  we  efcape ,  if 
wencgleStfo  great  Salvation  ?  Mr.  Kingdon  prayed. 

^rAoPP°nnted  the  next,  AfTociation  to  be  held  at  Frome,  Somerfet. 
Mefirs.  Ryiand  and  Birt  to  preach.  Mr.  Cherry  to  draw  up  the 
Circular  letter.  The  fervice  to  begin  at  3  o’clock  on  Wednefday 
in  the  Whitfun-week.  7 

The  Moderator  diunnTed  the  AfTociation  by  prayer. 

CT  T^e,  meeting-houfe  being  too  fmall,  our  Indepen-, 

dent  friends  very  kindly  accommodated  us  with  theirs. 

In  the  aftbciated  churches  the  laft  year,  there  were 


Baptized  -  -  -  132 

Received  by  letter  12 
Reftored  -  -  -  2 


Increafe 


Dead 
DifmifTed 
Excluded 


^  1  he  circular  letter  this  year  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Birt  of 
Plymouth  Dock,  on  the  important  fubjedl  of  Holiness,  of 
which  the  following  is  only  a  fhort  (ketch. 

u  Holinefs  may  be  diftinguiified  from  numberlefs  things, 
yet  it  has  but  one  oppofite,  and  that  is  fin  :  and  to  fin  in'all 
its  departments  and  forms,  it  is  the  mod  entire  oppofite0 

There 
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There  is  nothing  more  like  or  pleafmg,  or  honourable  to 
God  than  holinefs ;  and  to  him  there  is  nothing  fo  contrary, 
fo  difpleafing,  and  fo  difhonourable,  as  fin.  Holinefs  may  be 
iconfidered  both  as  the  fource  and  the  combination  of  all  excel¬ 
lencies  :  it  is  the  beauty  of  the  bell  ot  creatures,  and  God 

himfelf  is  glorious  in  holinefs.  ' 

“  Holinefs  is  effential  to  the  Chriftian  character  it  has 
the  mold  prevailing  influence  on  the  meditations,  engage¬ 
ments,,  and  defires  of  the  faints — it  conftitutes  their  honour, 
and  affords  them  the  moll  refined  and  exalted  pleafure— yea, 
the  reliodon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  thrift  is  confummated  m 

holinefs.  ,  ,  „  , 

U  You  will  therefore,  brethren,  undoubtedly  make  it  your 

c-reat  concern,  in  this  world  of  fin  and  forrow,  to  fupport 
and  advance  the  caufe  of  holinefs,  and  to  exemplify  in  your 
difpofitions,  your  convention,  and  deportment,  its  beauties 
and  importance.  In  thefe  exertions  we,  your  reprefentatives , 
moft  affectionately  and  heartily  join  you,  expedtmg  ihortly, 
through  the  o-race  of  our  bleffea  Lord  anu  glorious  foierunnei, 
to  meet  you  iii  that  great  affembly,  where  all  will  be  holinefs, 
love,  and  joy,  for  ever.” 

Extracts  from  feveral  of  the  letters  fsnt  to  the -Aflbcjation » 

Chacewater  and  Truro.  The  letter  from  this  church  informed 
the  body  of  their  being  in  peace  among  themfelves ;  of  meetings 
for  prayer  and  conference  increafmgiy  attended;  and  of  the 
pleating  profpetft  their  paftor  has  of  ufefulnefs  all  around. 

Plymouth.  The  church  had  the  paft  year  been  in  the  furnace 
of  affliaion.  Conftant  preaching  three  times  on  the  Lord’s  day  ; 
once  in  the  week.  Their  venerable  paftor  yet  alive,  and  live  y 
in  the  work.  They  have  called  a  girted  brother,  Mr.  Hawkins, 
to  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  Exprefs  their  hearty  defire  that  the 
representatives  of  the  churches  may  enjoy  a  Pentecoft  at  the  Affo- 
ciation,  and  that  the  whole  connexion  may  have  a  triumphant 
meeting  in  the  grand  affembly  at  laft.  1 1  members  added. 

Plymouth  Dock.  Congratulates  the  Tons  of  peace  on  their  annual 
meeting,  informing  them  of  the  unanimity  of  their  church,  tne 
increafe  of  their  congregation,  and-  the  fuccefsful  labours  of  their 
pallor.  19  added.  At  Saltajh  alfo,  a  little  town  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  he  has  been  encouraged  to  cie£l  a  meeting-houfe. 

*  Thefe  minutes  were  taken  by  a  perfon  prefent  while  the  letters  were 
read.  They  are  only  hints  from  Jome  of  the  letters  ;  many  intevefting 
articles  perhaps  were  futfered  to  pafs  unnoticed.  But  thefe  aie  iniio- 
duced,  that  the  Brethren  belonging  to  our  Affociations,  at  home  and  abroad, 
may  confer,  if  they  pleafe,  of  the  propriety  of  giving  a  fyllabus  of  any 
intereiting  letters  lent  to  them,  either  at  the  end  of  their  own  printed 
cpiftle,  of’mve  them  in  the  Regiftcr,  the  medium  here  adopted.  Editor* 

y  4  Kingfbridg* 


1 8+ 


Extracts  from  the  letters 


"Elle  bou,"e  frequently  crowded  with  hearer  2 

SytC  °m?' z  ?Zf?vh‘  ”r™“ 

fca«J  ,ha,b,„f,w  ofla,ei„e“b«"'J„P;'“  *"d  "  “ 

attended"  1,  P  ,  f  ^  °f  their  Paftor-  Mean,  of  grace  well 

Mr'  Samuel  1 2  T  °  haS  been  a  ^dent  at  Briftol,  and 
any  „f  ,hc  delta*  chucche,  i„  ,be  ci.y  ,„,1  n^bjrfo JP 
not  S  c'^'TV"4  ?"?'"*  Tl**  ‘l™  churches, 

mold  of  they'd  T  ln  Peayamt,ng  themfelves,  but  lament,  as 
ftrent  L  JntSI 7  ACheA  d°’  3  War’  b>'  which  thoufands  in  dif- 
on  thm^TV  "I  UCed  t0  penUry  aM  ftarvinS  5  and  thoufands 
ftate  dS  have  been  “nneceffarily  hurried  into  the  eternal 

The  good  old  pallor,  Mr.  Samuel  Burford,  is 

of  rl;  i’  T  Pr?aches  twice  011  lord’s  days  to  the  fatisfaftion 
ot  the  church  ana  congregation.  They  have  a  prayer  meeting 

y  L°rd  s'djay  mornings,  and  another  in  the  week.  Brother 
lion,  les,  and  brother  Arnold  who  is  an  afliftanc  at  Lyme,  preach 
in  a  neighbouring  village.  3  are  added,  and  others  are  faking 
to  declare  what  God  has  done  for  their  fouls.  “ 

v- ed  attended.  Have  loft  four  by  death,  who  ho- 
rou.ed  them  profefl.on  ;  among  them  Mr.  James  Brown,  who 
had  oeen  an  excellent  deacon  of  the  church,  very  much  loved. 

Wellington.  3  added. 

Hatch.  Since  the  death  of  their  late  aged  pallor,  Mr.  James 
Adams,  tour  candidates  have  been  with  them.  The  2d ’’’Mr 
.S'1  Giles>  after  three  Lord’s  days  fervice  among  them  ex' 
changed  earth  for  heaven.  Mr.  Braker  is  now  pallor,  ,  added 

rTW ’•  A®  are  ln  Peace>  and  not  without  evident  tokens 
of  the  divine  oiefting.  Have  unanimoufly  invited  Mr.  Price  to 
taite  the  paftoral  care,  which  he  has  confented  to  do.  We  have 
oft  2  by  death,  particularly  pur  late  honoured  paftor,  Mr.  John 

Gillard,  who  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  is  gone  from  labour 
to  reft.  ’  ' 

Frame.  Duly  mentions  the  confeflion  of  1689.  c  baptized, 
t  heir  requeft  to  have  the  Affociation  with  them  in  j-qr  was 
granted.  1  J:> 

Crockerm .  The  auditory  nearly  the  fame  as  ufual.  In  pof- 
fefion  of  peace,  and  a  little  of  the  life  and  comfort  of  religion. 
They  hope,  “  that,  while  the  world  is  in  a  temped,  profefTors 
yviil  not  be,  like  Jonah,  afleep  in  the  Horm.” 

*  Eampton  is  by  mifiake  omitted  this  year  in  the  fir  ft  ra<re  0f  the 
printed  Weftcin  Affociation  Letter.  *  P *  ' 

[ .  *  '  ‘  Bradford* 


TO  THE  WESTERN  ASSOCIATION,  1 7 94. 

«  v 

Bradford,  Several  are  very  defirous  of  encouraging  focial 
prayer  meetings.  3  baptized.  Brother  Ring  lately  ordained 
paftor  here. 

1  Pithay ,  Briftol.  Have  continued  the  monthly  prayer  meetings 
for  the  fpreadof  the  Gofpel.  17  added. 

Broadmead ,  Briftol.  Have  reafon  to  fmg  of  mercy  and  judg¬ 
ment,  after  along  feafon  of  difficulty.  17  baptized,  4  received 
from  other  churches,  including  Dr.  Ryland  the  paftor,  and  his 
wife,  f  om  Northampton.  1 1  dead.  3  excluded. 

Sali/bury .  Rebuilding  our  meeting-houfe.  3  baptized,  1  re¬ 
ceived  by  letter,  loft  1  by  death. 

Horjley .  “  Our  audience  is  numerous  and  attentive  ;  we  wifti 

we  could  add  that  all  the  hearers  were  doers  of  the  word.” 
6  baptized,  2  dead. 

Wotton,  This  letter,  after  bewailing  the  calamities  of  Europe, 
encourages  an  hope  that  hiftory  is  iiluftrating  prophecy  ;  and 
that  the  political  earthquakes  of  the  nations  will  accelerate  the 
converfion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  fulinefs  of  the  Gentiles.  4  bap¬ 
tized,  i  dead,  1  excluded. 

Chard.  2  received  by  letter,  1  dead. 

This  was  the  firft  W eftern  Affociation  that  Dr.  Ryland 
ever  attended  :  he  was  heartily  welcomed  into  it  by  the  whole 
convention.  His  fermon  was  heard  with  great  attention  ;  he 
was  earneftly  defired  to  print  it,  and  at  length  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  comply. 

Never  perhaps  did  a  paftor  and  people  lay  themfelves  out 
more  cheerfully  than  Mr,  Rowles,  his  deacons,  and  his  flock, 
to  accommodate  an  All'ociation.  The  minifters,  meffengers, 
and  every  one,  feemed  happy  in  the  marked  fraternity  with 
which  they  were  received :  but  it  is  of  much  more  import¬ 
ance  to  remark,  “  That  God  was  eminently  prefent  in  each 
of  the  affemblies.  Some  of  the  moft  ancient  and  the  moft  re- 
fpeclable  members  of  the  Affociation  declared,  that  they 
never  remembered  an  happier  Affociation  in  their  lives.” 


THE 

NORTHAMPTON  ASSOCIATION, 

Affembled  at  Sheepjhead ,  Leicestershire*,. 

j 

June  17,  18,  and  19,  1794. 

Tuff  day  evening  6.  We  affembled  in  the  meeting-hopfe, 
when  Brother  Mills  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  after  invoking 

*  The  Doctrinal  Articles  are  mentioned  this  year  as  in  170?  pa^e 
25th  of  theRegifter  ;  and  the  focieties  enrolled  are  the  fame,  except 
Carlton ,  which  is  omitted,  and  Codnor  is  called  by  the  name  of  the  place 
at  which  the  church  now  meets,  viz.  Lofcoc, 

the 
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the  divine  bluffing  by  prayer,  the  letters  from  the  churches 

"  ere,  r<;ad,_and  minutes  taken  of  their  contents.  Brother  Burton 
concluded  in  prayer. 

.  Wg. fuf(ay  Morning  6.  Met  for  prayer,  when  the  follow, 
jug  Brethren  were  engaged,  Simmonds,  of  Braunftone  ;  Shar- 
man,  of  Moulton;  Benjamin  Evans  who  is  on  the  point  of 
being  fettled  at  Sutton-in-the-Elms ;  R.  Watts,  a  member  of 

Vbpitone,  now  a  ftuder.t  at  Briftol,  and  ].  Tift,  who  preaches 
at  Burton-on-  Trent. 


Half  pall  ten.  The  public  meeting  began,  which,  on  account 
cr  the  iiirgeneis  of  the  auditory,  who  could  not  be  contained 
in  the  meeting-houfe,  was  carried  on  in  an  orchard,  where  they 
^ere  agreeably  accommodated  with  feats.  Brother  Blundell 
began  in  prayer;  Brother  Sutcliff  gave  a  brief  account  of  the 
natnie  and  deiign  of  the  affociation,  and  prayed;  Brother  Craps, 
Pi  Spalding,  preached  from  Micah  vii.  19.  He  will  turn 
afaJf  Brotller  Tdmonds  prayed,  and  Brother  Ryland,  from 
Biibol,  preached  on  Cor.  ii.  14.  Thanks  be  unto  God ,  vuho 
a -tv  ays  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrijiy  and  maketh  manfeji  the 
jay  our  oj  his  knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.  Brother  Hooper 
ciofed  the  fervice  with  prayer. 

j  dinner,  met  in  the  veflry  to  hear  the  circular  letter, 

wiawn  up  by  Brother  Morris,  which  was  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  ligned  by  the  Moderator,  and  lent  to  the  prefs. 

Afternoon  5.  Met  again  in  the  orchard,  when  Brother 
Fearce,  of  Birmingham,  prayed,  and  Brother  Fuller  preached 
.fiom  Matt.  x'lx.  28.  Verily  I  Jay  unto  you,  that  ye  vuho  have, 
fellow  'ed  me  in  the  regeneration ,  when  the  Jon  of  man  Jhall  ft  in  the 
throne  of  his  glory ,  ye  aljo  fall  ft  upon  twelve -  thrones ,  judging 
tbe  twelve  tribes  of  IfraeL  Brother  Greenwood  concluded  in 
prayer. 


'1  hurfday  morning  6.  After  Brother  Fletcher  had  prayed, 
the  mini  Hers  of  the  afiociation  related  their  experiences  for  the 
paft  year.  The  bulinefs  of  the  fund  was  then  fettled,  and  the 
rdfociation  concluded  in  prayer  by  the  Moderator,  about  nine 
o’plock. 


Brother  Pearce,  of  Birmingham,  was  requeued  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  Hop  and  give  them  another  fermon  at  ten  o’clocfc, 
with  which  he  complied. 

Stale  of  the  AJfociate  Churches. 


By  Profefiion 

of  faith  8  3 

By  Death 

39 

By  Letter 

9 

By  Difmidion 

- 

H 

Reilorcd 

4 

Bf  Exciufion 

1 

- 

22 

96 

75 

Clear  Tncreafe 

21 

N.  B.  Brother  Fuller  having  been  lately  in  London,  collett- 
ing  for  the  million,  gave  a  fhort  account  of  the  kind  treatment 
he  had  received  from  gentlemen  of  different  denominations ; 

and 
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imd  of  his  having,  with  the  advice  of  fome  of  the  London  mini- 
fters,  fent  out  a  parcel  containing  frefh  fupplies  for  our  Brethren 
in  India. 

The  next  a/Tociation  to  be  held  at  Kettering  on  the  Tuefday9 
Wednefday,  and  Thurfday,  in  the  week  after  Whitfun-week, 
1795.  brother  Sutcliff  and  Brother  Hopper  to  preach. 

Put  up  ac  the  White  Hart. 

The  lubject  of  the  letter,  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  laft  aftociation,  is  Joy  in  God. 

“  Holy  joy  is  a  fweet  affedtion  of  the  foul,  excited  by  the 
view  of  fome  fpiritual  good,  either  in  poffeffion  or  in  profpect. 
The  Scriptures  call  it,  T  he  joy  of  faith, — the  joy  of  falva- 
vion — joy  in  the  Holy  Spirit — joy  in  God,  and  the  joy  of 
Chrift,  implying  that  the  believer’s  joy  contains  in  it  fome- 
thing  of  the  nature  of  that  bjeliednefs  which  Chrift  himfelf 
pofteftes. 

u  Spiritual  joy  is  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  natural  glad- 
nefs  of  heart — from  the  pleafure  of  carnal  minds — as  well 
as,  from  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  which  centres  in  felf —  and 
though  diftindt  from  godly  forrow,  and  other  apparently  op~. 
pofite  affedtions,  is  not  inconfiftent  with  them,  but  is  the 
more  experienced  where  theie  are  cherifhei  and  prevail. 
The  fpirit  of  mourning  is  a  blefled  preparative  for  the  fpirit 
of  confolation. 

Ct  The  sources  of  this  holy  joy  are  innumerable;  we 
can  only  mention  a  few.  The  character  of  that  Being  whom 
we  adore — the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God — the  deli¬ 
verances  he  hath  wrought  for  his  people  in  all  ages — the  won¬ 
ders  of  redeeming  love,  and  efficacious  grace — the  perfect 
fecurity  of  good  men  from  ever  returning  to  their  former 
ftate  of  fin  and  mifery — the  glorious  nature,  and  the  certain 
iuccefs  of  the  caufe  of  Chrift  which  we  have  efpoufed — and 
finally,  our  hope  of  the  glory  of  God  in  that  perfection  of' 
holinefs  and  happinefs  which  awaits  us.  The  beginning  o^ 
falvation  is  the  beginning  of  holy  pleafure,  its  progrefs  in- 
creafes  our  joy,  and  its  completion  will  confummate  our  blifs. 
Salvation  will  be  accomplifhed  in  a  way  honourable  to  God. 
Notone  finner  fhall  be  brought  to  glory  but  by  means  which 
effedtually  fecure  the  rights  of  the  Lawgiver,  and  the  grace 
of  the  Saviour.  The  awful  breach  that  fin  has  made  between 
God  and  man  fhall  be  perfectly  and  honourably  healed ;  fo 
perfectly,  thatGod  will  no  more  fhew  his  difpleafure  towards 
his  people;  fo  honourably,  that  it  fhall  be  to  the  praife  of 
the  glory  of  his  grace.  This  will  give  emphafis  to  our  fong. 
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2nd  kindle  in  our  hearts  flames  of  loye  to  God,  and  to  the 
Lamb  for  ever.75 

( 

NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  ASSOCIATION,  1794,, 

Oui  Lifl  allocation,  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  June,  v/as  held  at 
Claxton,  m  Norfolk,  which  church  Mr.  Smith  left  before  the 
allocution.  We  had  no  circular  letter.  The  following  are  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting. 

On  Fuefday ,  the  3d  of  June,  through  the  kindnefs  of  God 
we  met  together,  lit  fung,  and  Brother  Culley,  a  meflenger, 
prayed.  2d,  lifter  drooling  Brother  Beard  moderator;  Bro¬ 
ther  Cole,  a  deacon  of  Claxton,  read  a  letter  from  the  church 
at  Wattilham,  informing  us  they  had  withdrawn  from  the. 
afToeiation.  X  he  churches  at  Shelfanger  and  Yarmouth  fent 
neither  letters  nor  meffengers.  3d,  Letters  were  read,  or  accounts 
received  from  the  three  churches  that  remain,  when  it  appeared 
that  iince  the  lafl  aiTcciaiion,  in  Claxton  church  one  member 
was  dead.  Ipfwich  church  had  twelve  added,  and  two  dead. 
Morflead  church  had  fix  added,  feven  dead,  and  five  emigrated 
to  America.  4th,  The  three  churches  that  remain  agreed  to 
carry  on  the  afToeiation  in  expectation  of  other  churches  joining 
them.  5th,  Agreed  that  the  determination  of  bringing  a  col¬ 
lection  .from  each  church  Ihould  be  afferted  as  one  of  the 
articles  of  union.  6th,  Sung,  and  Brother  Thompfon,  a  meL 
fenger,  concluded  in  prayer.  After  this  we  adjourned  to 
Brother  HazelBs  houfe,  where  the  following  fubjeCls  were  con- 
verfed  about  ;  viz  1  he  wicked  fpirit  going  forth  from  God, 
and  becoming  a  lying  fpirit  in  the  prophets.  Whether  there 
is  fuch  a  thing  as  imputed  fan&ifkation,  Sec.  Sec. 

Wednesday,  the  worlliip  of  God  begun  at  10  o’clock  ;  fung,  and 
Brother  Farmery,  of  Difs,  prayed.  Sung,  and  Brother  Beard,  of 
Worilead,  preached  from  2  Cor.  iv.  9,  and  Brother  Hqok,  of 
Ingham,  concluded  in  prayer.  Met  again  in  the  Afternoon,  at 
2  o’clock,  ill  fung,  and  Brother  Ridley,  of  Ipfwich,  prayed  ; 
then  fung  again,  and  Brother  Hall,  of  Ipfwich,  preached  from 
Ifaiah  xxviii.  16,  and  Mr.  Trivett,  of  Langham,  concluded  in 
prayer.  The  minifters  and  meflengers  met  again,  and  after  con- 
iidering  the  Yarmouth  and  Shelfanger  cafes,  agreed  to  withdraw 
from  thofe  churches.  That  the  next  afToeiation  fhall  be  at 
Ipfwich,  the  firfl  Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  June.  Brother 
Beard,  and  the  paftor  of  the  Claxton  church,  if  they  have  one 
by  that  time,  to  preach  ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  Mr.  Farmery,  of 
Difs,  if  the  church  under  his  care  joins  the  afToeiation. 
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ORDINATIONS,  &c. 

IN  I794. 

Rev.  John  Bai n’s  ordination  at  Downton,  fix  miles  from  Sa- 
lifbury,  with  an  account  of  the  church.  (Extract.)  Prior  to 
the  year  1734,  there  were  many  of  the  Prefbyterian  denomina¬ 
tion  in  this  place.  Some  of  whom,  about  that  time,  began  to  fee 
it  their  duty  and  privilege  to  attend  unto  believers’  baptifm. 
There  being  no  Baptilt  church  at  that  time  nearer  than  Brough¬ 
ton  (14  miles  didant),  leveral  of  them  went  and  joined  that 
church,  then  under  the  padoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Steele, 
In  the  year  1738,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Taunton  came  hither,  and 
preached  the  gofpel  among  the  Particular  Baptift  denomination 
for  the  fpace  of  eleven  years ;  when,  by  a  fall  from  his  horde, 
as  he  was  returning  from  preaching  at  Chalk  (a  neighbouring 
village)  he  was  killed  on  the  fpot.  He  preached  with  great  ac¬ 
ceptance,  but  was  never  ordained  over  the  people  in  this  place; 
the  Rev.  William  Steele,  of  Broughton,  ufed  to  adminifter  the  ordi¬ 
nances  to  them.  Mr.  Taunton  was  fucceeded  by  the  P^ev.  Mr. 
Nike,  now  pador  of  the  church  at  Romfey,  Hants.  He  preached  to 
this  church  till  the  year  1773,  but  was  not  their  pador.  The 
Rev.  William  Steele,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Phillips  late  of  Salif- 
bury,  adminidered  the  ordinances  at  that  time,  Mr.  Nike  was 
fficceeded  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Evans,  now  of  Shepton  Mallet, 
who  preached  here  about  four  years.  His  lucceffor  was  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Budden,  who  had  been  ordained  over  the  Baptiil  church  at 
Ringwood  (an  intereft  which  is  now  extinct),  he  preached  and 
adminidered  the  ordinances  of  Chrid  here  about  10  years.  In 
June  1793,  I  received  an  invitation  to  come  among  the  people, 
and  on  the  11th  of  November  they  unammouily  called  me 
to  take  Upon  me  the  padoral  care  of  the  church,  which,  in  a 
humble  dependence  on  divine  aid,  J  accepted.  Soon  after  my 
coming,  the  auditory  began  rapidly  to  increafe,  fo  that  the  place 
of  worfliip  would  not  contain  them.  The  place  of  meeting  was  a 
houle  which  the  people  had  rented  for  40  years ;  but  as  danger 
was  apprehended  from  the  crowded  date  of  the  congregation,  we 
agreed  to  build,  truding  that  God  would  incline  the  hearts  of 
his  people  to  aid  in  this  undertaking.  One  of  our  members,  a 
perfon  in  trade,  came  forward  and  advanced  the  money  without 
intereft.  The  houfe  was  opened  on  the  id  of  January  1794,  when. 
I  was  fel  apart  to  the  padoral  office  in  this  church.  Mr.  Barnett., 
of  Lymingtcn,  began  at  10  o’clock  with  reading  and  prayer.  Mir. 
SafFery,  of  Sarum,  introduced  the  bufmefs  of  the  day.  Mr.  Dyer, 
of  Devizes,  prayed.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Portfinouth  (my  late  pador), 
gave  the  charge,  from  Malachi  ii.  7.  The  law  cf  truth ,  Sec.  Mr. 
Lewis,  of  Ringwood  (a  brother  of  the  Independents)  prayed.  Mr. 
Horfey,  of  Portfmouth,  preached  to  the  people  from  1  Thefi.  v. 
1 2.  Mr.  Miell  of  Wimburn  concluded  in  prayer  about  3  o’clock. 

We 
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Wc  had  another  fervice  in  the  evening.  Mr,  Stokes,  of  Lock- 
«ilv,  prayed.  Our  Independent  brother  Moiley,  of  Tizburyj 
preached,  from  i  Sam.  vii.  12.  Mr.  Budden  (the  late  pallor) 
piayed.  Mr.  Dyer  pleached  from  Col.  iii.  4,  Our  Independent 
bi other  Eawards,  of  "Wilton,  concluded  in  prayer.  Evening  fer- 

vice  ended  about  nine  o’clock.  BlelTed  be  God  our  new  houfc 
is  crowded. 

The  i\ cy .  J A mes  Freeman  Beard  was  ordained  at  Wor- 
Keao,^  in  Norfolk,  the  9th  of  April,  094*  The  worlhip  be- 
£an  2-bout  100  clock,  with  finging  84th  Pfalm,  2d  Part ;  after 
'which  brother  farmery,  of  Difs,  earneflly  implored  a  blefiing 
on  the  important  work  of  the  day.  Brother  Ridley,  of  Ipfwich, 
mtroauced  the  oraination  fervice,  and  interrogated  the  parties 
particularly  interefied  therein  ;  when  Brother  Shalders,  the 
finior  deacon,  related  the  Peps  the  church  had  taken  in  her 
widowhood  Bate,  and  the  notable  providences  which  brought 
Mr.  Beai  d  among  it  them,  wno  had  met  their  unanimous  appro- 
MitiOij.  Mr.  Beard  then  gave  a  b;Ief account  of  his  convetfion,; 
ami  call  10  tne  mimfiry  j  ol  the  providences  which  led  him  to, 
Wodlead;  and  alio  a  confefiion  of  his  faith  in  the  do&rines  of 
the  everlafting  gofpel.  Then  the  fenior  deacon,  in  the  name 
Of  the  church,  recognized  their  call  of  Mr.  Beard  to  the  paftoral 
othce  amongft  them  ;  and  Mr,  B.  his  acceptance  of  it.  After  the 
finging  of  the  132  Pfalm,  L.  M.  Brother  Hitchcock,  of  Wat- 
tiinam,  gave  the  charge  from  1  Tim.  iv.  16.  Sung  103d  hymn. 
Ill  Book,  and  Brother  Brown,  of  Yarmouth,  addrefied  the 
church  from  Eph.  ii.  19.  The  132  Pfalm,  C.  M.  was  fung,  and 
the  opportunity  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  King-horn  of 
Norwich, 


Rev.  W ILL!  a m  Free m  a  n  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  church, 
at  Cardlngton  Cotton  End,  in  the  county  of  Bedford.  April  16, 
1794,  Mr.  Richard  Grindon,  of  Sharnbrook,  began  in  prayer. 
Mr.  John  Geard,  of  Hitchin,  introduced  the  fervice  of  the  day, 
and  prayed  the  ordination  prayer.  Mr,  George  Norman,  of 
Sutton,  Mr.  Freeman’s  pallor,  addrefied  him  from  Ruth  ii.  4. 
The  Lord  blrfs  thee.  Mr.  Thomas  Ladfon,  of  Needingworth, 
addrefied  the  church  from  1  Yheff.  v.  13.  And  to  efteem  them  very 
highly  in  love  for  their  works  fake.  Mr.  Samuel  Hill  yard  of 
Bedford  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayer.  There  .was  finging 
at  intervals; 

Rev.  William  Newman,  at  Old  Ford,  near  London,  (Ex- 
trail.)  On  May  15,  1794,  Service  began  at  half  pail  ten.  After 
finging  Seledtion  419,  Mr.  Upton  prayed.  Mr.  Timothy  Tho¬ 
mas  delivered  a  fhort  introductory  difeourfe,  and  received  the 
account  of  the  church,  with  my.  confefiion  of  faith.  Mr.  Button 
prayed.  Sung  Pfalm  cxxxii.  L.  M.  2,  3,  4,7.  My  late  pafior 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Waltham-Abbey,  gave  the  charge  from  Ezra  viii. 

3  8.  By  tbs  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  in  they  brought  us  a  ?nan  of 

under - 


ORDINATIONS  IN  1 794. 

brJerft  muling.  Sung  Sele&ion  410.  Mr.  Booth  preached  to  the 
church  from  Eph.  v.  1.  Betye  therefore  followers  of  God  as  dear 
children.  Sung  Pfalm  cxxxii.  C.  M.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  Mr.  Flem¬ 
ing  concluded  in  prayer.  Service  lulled  nearly  three  hours  and 
a  half ;  and  I  believe  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bilhop  of  fouls  was 
among  us  of  a  truth. 

Rev.  Joshua  Braker,  Hatch,  Somerfet,  After  hiving 
been  minifter  for  fome  time  at  Wimburn,  in  Dorfet,  and  then 
at  Melkfham,  in  Wiltfhire,  was  ordained  Pallor  of  the  church 
at  Hatch,  May  28,  1794*  Mr.  Thomas  Arnold,  alfn'lant 
preacher  in  the  church  at  Lyme,  read  the  133d  Pfalm,  1  Tim. 
jii.  and  prayed.  Mr.  Rowles,  of  Chard,  opened  the  bufmefs 
of  the  meeting,  and  received  the  confeflion  of  faith.  While 
Mr.  Cherry,  of  Wellington,  was  offering  up  the  ordination 
prayer,  he  was  joined  in  the  impofition  of  hands  by  the  other 
pallors  prefent.  Mr.  Rowles  then  went  into  the  pulpit  again, 
and  gave  the  charge  to  the  newly  ordained  pallor,  from  1  Cor. 
iv.  2.  It  is  required  in  a  flew  aril  that  a  man  be  found  faithful 
Mr.  Samuel  Norman,  of  Bampton,  prayed.  Mr.  Morgan, 
of  Bridgewater,  addrelfed  the  church  from  1  ThefT.  v.  12,  13 
verles,  abridged  ;  We  befeech  you ,  brethren ,  to  know  them  which 
labour  among  you ,  and  be  at  peace  among  yourf elves.  Pie  then 
doled  the  fervice  with  prayer.  The  congregation  fung  at 
proper  intervals. 

Rev.  Thomas  Price,  (Extract).  Having  received  a  Iettef 
of  difmiliion  from  the  church  under  the  paBoral  care  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Tommas,  of  the  Pithay,  Briftol,  I  was  admitted  a  mem¬ 
ber,  into  full  communion,  by  the  church  at  Yeovil,  June  25* 
1794.  My  ordination  was  attended  to  in  the  following  manner. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Horfington,  prayed,  and  read  132  Plalm,  &c. 
Mr.  Norman,  of  Bampton,  explained  the  bufmefs  of  the  day,* 
alked  the  queilions,  and  received  the  confellion  of  faith.  Mr. 
Budden,  late  of  Downton,  prayed,  and  gave  the  charge  from 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Mr.  Braker,  of  Hatch,  then  prayed.  Mr.  Rowles, 
of  Chaid,  cached  to  the  people  from  Phil,  i,  27?  latter  claufe, 
and  concluded  in  prayer.  Mr.  Sloper,  one  of  our  Independent 
brethren,  of  Welis,  gave  out  the  hymns. 

^Rev.  Benjamin  Cave,  Leiceller,  (Extraft).  In  profoef! 
of  my  ordination,  I  received  a  difmifTion  from  Cannon-llreetv 
Birmingham,  under  the  pafloral  care  of  Mr.  Samuel  Pearce" 
After  a  probation  of  above  ten  months,  Sept.  24,  1794,  beino- 
the  day  appointed  for  my  ordination,  the  church  and  our  neigh¬ 
bouring  pallors  affembled  for  thatpurpofe.  At  half  pall  ten,  Mr. 
Burton,  of  Foxton,  introduced  the  fervice  by  reading  and 
prayer.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Sheepfhead,  opened  the  nature  and  de~ 
hgn  of  ordinations,  and  propofed  the  ufual  queilions  to  the 
church’  ^hlch.  being  anfwered,  they  recognized  their  call,  to 
which  I  had  given  my  acceptance.  I  then  delivered  the  leading 
articles  of  my  faith,  after  whi^h  Mr.  John  Edmonds,  of  Guilfi 

borough. 


The  Minifter  of  the  Place  concludes. 

The  MeiTengers  to  meet  on  Wednefday,  the  9th  of  December,  at  Lwr 
o’clock  precisely,  to  a  New  J-Ui» 
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borough,  requeued  the  divine  blelhng  on  oar  union,  which 
was  attended  with  laying  on  of  hands.  The  congregation, 
being  very  numerous,  we  adjourned  to  the  General  Baptift 
meeting-houfe,  where  the  other  parts  of  the  fervice  were  per¬ 
formed.  Mr.  Sutcliff,  of  Olney,  gave  me  a  judicious  and  affec¬ 
tionate  charge,  founded  on  2  iim,  ii.  1.  My  fan  be  frong  iti 
the  Grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus .  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Kettering, 
then  properly  addreffed  the  church  from  John  xiii.  34,  firit 
part.  A  new  commandment  give  I  unto  you ,  that  ye  love  one 
mother.  Mr.  Greenwood,  of  Oakham,  concluded  the  fervice 
with  prayer:  fmging  at  the  ufual  intervals.  Mr.  Hogg,  of 
Thrapfton,  preached  at  night,  from  John  xvii.  21.  I  believe 
it  was  a  day  of  general  pleafure  and  profit.  The  people  rejoiced 
in  the  lpeedy  provilion  of  an  under  fhephera  for  them,  and 
they  were  congratulated  by  the  miniflers  and  others  on  the 
million  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  which  their  late  pallor.  Brother 
Carey,  is  employed. 

Rev.  Thomas  Mabbott  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  church 
•at  Bigglefwade,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  Nov.  4,  1794.  Mr. 
Martin  Mayle,  of  Blunham,  began  in  prayer.  Mr.  William 
Dickens,  of  Keyfoe,  introduced  the  fervice  of  the  day.  Mr. 
John  Geard,  of  Hitchin,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer.  Mr. 
Thomas  Pilley,  of  Luton,  addreffed  Mr.  Mabbott  from  Ifa.  xxxiiL 
7.  The  amboffadors  of  -peace  fro  all  weep  bitterly.  Mr.  John  Emery  5 
of  Little  Stoughton,  addrefied  the  church  from  Luke  xii.  35,  3d. 
Let  your  loins  be  girded  about ,  and  your  lights  burning ;  and  yi 
yourf elves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord .  Mr.  John  Gam  by, 
of  Southill,  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayer.  There  was 
finging  as  ufual. 
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Place. 

Time,  j 

To  begin. 

To  preach. 

To  pray. 

Mr.  Button's 

fan.  22 

Swain 

Rippon 

Dore 

Mr.  Dore’s 

Feb.  19 

Rippon 

Stennett 

Tim.  Thomas 

Dr.  Rippon’s 

March  19 

Stennett 

Swain 

Booth 

Mr.  Booth’s 

April  23 

Swain 

Button 

Rippon 

Mr.  Burnhde’s 

May  21 

Button 

Dore 

Stennett 

Mr.  Swain’s 

June  25 

Dore 

Tim.  Thomas 

Burnfide 

Unicorn  Yard 

July  23 

Tim. Thomas  Martin 

Button 

Dr.  Stennett’s 

Auguft  20 

Martin 

Burnfide 

Tho.  Thomas' 

Mr.  Martin’s 

Sept.  23 

Burnfide 

Tho.  Thomas 

Swain 

Mr.  Tim.  Thomas's 

Oft.  22 

Tho. Thomas 

Booth 

Mr.  Thck  Thomas’s'Nov.  19 

[Mr.  Booth 

[Martin 

(  193  ) 

Extracts 


FROM  THE 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  LETTERS; 

The  Bethel  Association,  held  at  the  baptift  church,  on 
jamey’s  Creek,  Spartanburgh  County,  South  Carolina,  begun 
cn  Saturday,  Auguft  ioth,  and  ended  on  Tuefday,  the  13th,  1793^ 

The  two  firft  days  were  fpent  in  public  devotion. 

Monday ,  Auguft  12.  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford  delivered  art 
introductory  difeourfe,  frotn  Col.  i.  28.  Whom  zve  preach „ 
Letters  from  29  churches  were  read.  Seven  churches  applied 
for  admiffion  into  this  affociatidn,  and  were  received.  Agreed 
to  requeft  Rev.  Mr.  Botsford,  to  favour  us  with  a  copy  oi  the 
introductory  fermon,  for  the  prefs,  which  was  granted. 

The  circular  Letter,  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  James 
Fowler  ;  is  an  ajj'eSlionate  addrejs  to  church  members .  Next  afTo- 
ciation  at  the  old  Meeting-houfe,  on  'Fairforeft,  near  CoL 


Baptized  -  133 

Received  by  letter  147 


Added 


2S0 


Dead  - 

1 1 

Difmiffed  ' 

79 

Excluded 

46 

}  <v 

Dlminiftied 

136 

Increafe  fihce  the  preceding  year  144 

The  feven  churches  added  confift  of  177  members,  which 
are  not  included  in  the  above  increafe.  In  all  the  36  foeieties 
there  are  2093  members. 

The  Bowdoinham  Association  (Maffachufetts)  held  at 
Readfield,  Auguft  28th  and  29th,  1793. 

Wednefday ,  Aug.  28.  At  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  William 
Hooper  preached  the  introductory  fermon  from  Matt.  v.  3. 
JjJeJJed  are  the  poor  in  fpirit ,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven* 
Read  letters  from  the  feveral  churches.  Four  churches  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  union  this  year.  The  circular  letter  was  prepared 
by  Elder  Cafe.  It  is  a  fhort  addrefs  from  Eph.  v.  I.  Be  ye  fol¬ 
lowers  of  God  as  dear  children . 

Next  aflbeiation  at  Ballfton,  the  4th  Wednefday  in  Auguft. 

This  affociation  coniifts  of  19  churches,  including  the  four 
juft  added  to  it.  And  there  are  in  them  695  members. 

The  Danbury  Association,  (Connecticut,)  holden  at 
Southington,  Sept.  1 8  and  19,  1793. 

The  introductory  fermon  was  delivered  by  elder  Ifaac  Roots 
from  1  Cor.  ix.  14.  The  letters  were  read.  Sharon  and  Simf- 
bury  churches  were  added  to  the  Affociation,  making  in  all  19 
churches,  907  members;  increafe  82.  The  letter  addreffed  to 
this  Affociation  in  1791  was  on  The  doCtrines  of  the  GofpeL,> 
In  1792,  on  “  The  university  of  the  Gofpel  invitations  to 

April  1795*  o  eter  y 
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every  creature  among  whom  it  is  fent.”  This  year  the  letter 
was  drawn  up  by  elder  Hamilton  on  P radical  religion.  It  fills 
four  cloie  quarto  pages. 

Elder  Seth  Higby,  propofmg  to  take  a  journey  into  fome  of 
the  weflern  fettlements,  in  order  to  preach  the  Gofpel,-  and  com¬ 
fort  the  infant  churches ;  the  Affectation  expreffed  their  good 
wiikes  concerning  his  journey,  and  gave  him  “  a  letter  of  ap¬ 
probation  as  a  beloved  brother  in  the  Gofpel.” 

The  Elkhorn  A%ssoc  i  at  ion  (Kentucky)  held  at  South  Elk- 
horn,  061.  12,  1793,  and  continued  by  adjournments  till  the  15th. 

Saturday,  Ocl  12.  At  noon,  brother  Augufline  Eaftin  deli¬ 
vered  the  introductory  fermon  from  Mai.  iii.  16,  Then  they  that 
feared  the  Lord,  &c.  It  appeared  by  the  letters  that  the  churches 
are  in  peace,  but  in  a  languifhiftg  ftate,  few  additions  having 
been  made  this  year. 

As  the  refill t  of  former  proceedings,  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  Monday  to  meet  thofe  brethren  who  lately  feparated 
from  the  South  Elkhorn  AiTociation  which  holds  with  “  Ge¬ 
neral  Provifion;”  and,  after  conferring  with  them  on  the  terms 
of  union,  which  were  reported  to  the  afiembly  now  convened,  it 
was  agreed  by  a  large  majority  to  form  an  union,  in  token  of 
which  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip  was  given  to  them  by  the 
Moderator. 

Agreed  to  fet  apart  Wednefday,  the  23d  inftant,  as  a  day  of 
humiliation  before  God,  and  prayer  for  the  prefervation  and 
fuccefs  of  our  army  again!!  the  enemy,  and  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
vice  in  our  land ;  inviting  the  different  denominations  of  Chrif- 
tians  among  whom  we  refide  to  join  us  in  our  petitions. 

The  circular  letter  enforces  the  duties  of  minillers  and  private 
members  of  churches. 

Agreed,  That  in  future  there  be  but  one  meeting  of  the  AfTo- 
eiatiofi  hi  a  year,  and  that  the  time  be  the  fecond  Saturday  in 
Augufl.  The  next  Affociation  to  be  at  Marble  Creek  ;  but  that 
quarterly  meetings  be  held,  and  that  they  be  this  year  at  Indian 
Creek,  May’s  Lick,  Cove  Spring,  each  to  continue  three  days, 
at  the  times  fpecified  in  the  printed  minutes,  when  each  of  the 
brethren  nominated  for  the  feveral  meetings  are  defired  to  attend. 

The  fame  Association  met  at  Marble  Creek  Aug.  7 — 9, 

1 794.. 

'  Saturday ,  at  12  o’clock,  brother  George  Smith  delivered  the 
introductory  fermon  from  Rom.  xii.  5.  So  zee  being  many  are  one 
body  in  Chrift ,  &c.  The  letters  were  read.  On  Calling  up  the 
the  numbers,  it  appears,  that,  in  thefe  25  churches,  there  are 
1903.  members, 
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Monday.  After  divine  fervice,  proceeded  to  coniider  the  union 
formed  lail  Affociation  with  the  five  churches,  late  of  the  bout 
Kentucky  Ailociation.  Agreed  to  diffolve  the  laid  union,  as 
ieveral  of  our  churches  are  diffutisucd  thcjevv  ltn. 

Fixed  the  quarterly  meetings,  and  agreed  that  the  next  Alio- 
ciation  be  at  Cooper’s  Run  on  the  fecond  Saturday  in  Auguit 
1-95;  and  that  brother  Elijah  Craig  preach  the  introductory 
fermon  ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  brother  John  Mafon. 

The  Kehukee  Baptist  Association,  holden  at  oandy- 
Run,  Brother  Burkin’s  meeting-houfe  Bertie  county.  North 

Carolina,  September  1794.  , 

Saturday,  Sept.  27.  1  he  introdu&ory  fermon  was  preached  by 
Brother  John  M‘Cabe,  according  to  appointment,  from  John 
XV.  14.  Ye  are  my  friends ,  if  ye  do  what  fewer  1  command  you* 
There  are  26  churches  in  this  convention,  24  of  them  have 
1652  members  ;  the  numbers  in  the  two  other  iocieties  aie  not 
enrolled.  The  fubjeCt  of  the  circular  letter  is,  Y he  final  per- 
feverance  of  the  faints  in  grace ,  3  pages  quarto. 

Lord’s -day .  The  brethren  appointed  preached  to  a  numerous 
audience,  with  abundance  of  life  and  liberty,  and  we  hope  the 
word  was  attended  with  the  Spirit’s  quickening  influence. 

Monday.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer.  The  rules  of  the 
affociation  were  read;  and  after  a  great  variety  of  bufmefs  had 
been  traniacled,  the  next  affociation  was  appointed  at  Yoppim 
meeting-houfe,  in  Chowan  county,  on  the  Saturday  before  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  September  1795*  Brother  Read  to  preach  the 
introductory  fermon,  and  divine  fervice  to  begin  at  1 1  o’clock 

Refolved,  That  Brother  Burkitt  be  appointed  to  write  the 
circular  letter  for  the  next  affociation  ;  and  that  the  iubjeCt  be 
Effectual  Calling. 

Whereas  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  Lord  is  vifiting  the 
land  with  his  judgments,  in  the  inundations  of  water  which 
have  overfpread  our  lower  counties,  fo  that  we  have  theap- 
pearance  of  a  general  fcarcity;  and  in  the  unwelcome  expecta¬ 
tion  of  war  and  blood-ffied  :  Refolved,  That  the  fecond  Mon¬ 
day  in  November  be  appointed  a  day  of  public  failing,  humili¬ 
ation,  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  to  avert  the  impending 
ftorm  which  hangs  over  a  guilty  nation. 

On  motion  made  by  Brother  Burkitt,  Refolved,  That  the 
Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  every  month,  be  appointed 
a  day  for  prayer  meetings  throughout  the  churches  ;  whereon 
all  the  members  are  requeued  to  convene  at  their  refpeCtive 
places  of  worfhip,  to  make  earned:  i application  to  the  Lord  for 
a  revival  of  religion  amongft  us, 

Refolved,  That  this  affociation  fhall  again  be  known  by  the 
name  of  The  Kehukee  B apt  If  jljfociation^ 

T  t  *  '• 

The  N e  w - Yo  r  k  Baptist  Association,  held  in  New- 
York,  May  22d,  and  23d,  1793. 

Wcdnefday>  May  22.  At  3  o’clock  P.  M.  Brother  Holmes 

02  preached 
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preached  the  rntrodudory, .  fermon,  from  John  x.  15.  /  laf 

flown  my  life  for  the  Jheep.  Read  the  letters  from  our  fiftel 
churches.^  Mount  Pleafant  church  was  received  into  union  with 
this  aflbciation.  brother  Van  Horne  preached  in  the  evening 
bom  A  {Is  x.  33.  New  therefore  are  we  all  here  prefent  before 
to  hear  all  things  that  are  commanded  thee  of  God / 

Thurfday .  Tranfa&ed  the  bufinefs  of  the  affociation.  Brethren 
Runyon  and  Bryant  preached  in  the  evening  at  the  firft  and 
iecond  churches. 

i  he  circular  letter  confifts  of  indue  events  to  the  performance  of 
every  gofpel  duty.  Among  their  obligations  to  God  they  men> 
tion  the  following:  “  As  to  the  civil  liberties  and  privileges 
he  gracioufiy  affords  us  in  this  land,  they  undoubtedly  far  exceed 
what  any  of  our  filler  churches  or  fellow  chrifiians  enjoy  in 
any  other  nation  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  no 
ufurping  tyrant  to  reign  over  us ;  we  have  an  equal  voice  with 
any  of  our  fellow-citizens,  of  every  denomination,  in  the  choice 
of  our  legiflators  and  rulers.  The  fpirit  of  perfecution  that 
has  a'aged  and  fpilt  rivers  of  blood  in  other  nations  is  fo 
Gripped  of  its  power  in  the  United  States  of  America,  that 
every  one  of  us  may  worfhip  God  according  to  what  our  com 
fcience  didates  to  us  is  agreeable  to  his  word.  And  as  to 
religious  privileges  (if  we  will  but  improve  them),  we  havp 
all  that  we  can  defire  or  heaven  can  give. 

.  “  The  ftriptures  are  fulfilling  very  fail.  Undoubtedly  the 
civil  rights  of  man  are  better  underilood  than  ever  they  were 
In  any  age  pf  the  wprld  before:  the  fpjrit  both  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  has  difFuied  itfelf  far  and  wide,  and  is 
making  glorious  progrefs  among  the  nations.  The  bands  o,f 
flavery  are  burking!  We  hope  Babylon  is  falling  !  All  which, 
furely  is  a  glorious  prelude  to  the  more  extenfive  fpread  of  the 
gofpel,  and  reign  of  King  Jefus.  If  we  conlider  v/hat  gre^t 
things  the  Lord  has  done  in  America,  and  in  the  European 
world  of  late,  who  can  but  propfiefy?  Who  can  but  con¬ 
clude  Chrilt  is  on  his  way  ?  Let  us,  with  one  heart,  and  one 
voice,  cry,  Come,  Lord  jefus ,  come  quickly.  Dear  brethren, 
think  on  thefe  things  ;  remember  the  nation  flruggting  for 
liberty!  Cry  to  God  for  the  overthrow  of  defpotifm  !  Plead 
with  the  Lord  for  the  fpeedy  ruin  of  Anticfirifl ;  and  pray  for 
the  peace  of  JenUaSem.” 

The  fame  Association,  held  in  New  York,  May  23,  22, 
33,  1794. 

Wednefday ,  May  21.  At  three  o’clock,  Brother  Runyon  deli- 
yered  the  introductory  difeourfe  from  Matt.  xi.  27.  No  man 
bioweth  the  Son  but  the  Father  )  neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Fa¬ 
ther  fave  the  Son ,  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him. 
After  public  woifiiip  proceeded  to  bufinefs.  Brother  R.  Runyon 
was  chofen  moderator,  and  Brother  Peter  Bryant,  clerk.  Read 
the  letters  from  oar  filter  churches,  A^.ra  agd.  Samp-Town 

churches 
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churches  were  received  into  union  with  this  affociation.  Brother 
Gano  preached  in  the  evening  from  Rev.  ii.  10.  Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death ,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life. 

Thurfday,  Much  buiinefs  was  done.  Mr.  William  Bifhop, 
lately  from  England,  producing  for  the  infpebtion  of  this  affo- 
eiation  credentials  from  feyeral  particular  Baptift  churches,  and 
the  board  of  minifters  in  London,  was  invited  to  take  a  feat 
amongft  us:  we  therefore  recommend  him  to  all  our  filler 
churches,  wherever  God  in  his  providence  may  call  his  lot  ; 
at  the  fame  time  defiring  them  not  to  admit  any  to  preach  or 
exhort  but  thofe  who  bring  proper  teftimonials,  as  there  are 
many  going  about  in  the  name  of  preachers,  whole  characters 
and  principles  cannot  be  recommended.  Brother  Bifhop  preach¬ 
ed  in  the  evening  from  2  Pet.  iii.  9.  Not  willing  that  any  Jhou Id 
perijh,  but  that  all  jhould  come  to  repentance. 

The  next  affociation  to  be  held  in  New  York,  the  lafl  Wed- 
nefday  but  one  in  May,  1795.  to  begin  at  3  o’clock,  P.M. 
Concluded  with  prayer  by  Brother  F offer. 

This  is  an  Affociation  of  15  churches,  in  which  there  are 
905  members.  The  letter  fays,  that  the  minifters  and  meffengeijs 
were  indulged  with  an  agreeable  interview,' and  then  recommends 
to  them  a  frequent  recollection  of  the  great  truths  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  as  calculated  to  excite  and  animate  their  gratitude,  love, 
devotion,  zeal  and  diligence. 


The  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association,  held  at 
Philadelphia,  October  7,  8,  and  9,  1794. 

Tuefday .  At  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Brother  Jofhua  Jones 
delivered  the  introductory  fermon  from  2  Cor.  ii.  2.  For  I 
determined  not  to  know  any  thing  amongyou  fave  Jefus  Chrijt  and 
him  crucified.  41  churches  were  enrolled;  from  three  of' them 
no  account  was  received  this  year.  In  the  other  38  there  are 
2732  members;  but  feveral  of  the  churches,  it  feems,  for  the 
fake  of  convenience,  have  obtained  leave  to  join  ether  affoci- 
ations. 
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Wednefday ,  Much  bufmefs  was  t  ran  fabled.  Refolved,  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  different  churches  in  the  affociation, 
to  infutute  the  catecnifing  of  children  in  their  refpebtive  con¬ 
gregations  at  Rated  feafons. 

In  confequcnce  of  information  communicated  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Rogers,  it  is  defired  that  all  donations  for. 

the  PROPAGATION  OF  THE  GOSPEL  AMONG  THE  HlNDOOS 

in  the  Last  Indies  be  forwarded,  to  him*  The  next 

affociation 
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affociation,  by  divine  permiffion,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  on 
the  rirft  Tuefday  in  October,  Anno  Domini  1795.  Brother 
Pet  ’r  A  ilfgn  to  preach  the  introductory  fermon;  and  in  calb 
of  iaiiure,  Brotuer  I  homas  Udick.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones  to  write  the 
circular  letter.  Brotner  Webb  preached  this  evening  from 
Ephefians  li,  13-  But  now ,  in  Chriji  Jefus>  ye  who  fometimes 
were  afar  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chriji . 

1  he  fubjedt  of  the  circular  letter,  written  by  Brother  Henry 
Smalley,  is  ci  he  law  of  God ,  commonly  called  the  moral  law. 

The  Shaftsburt  Association,  held  at  Elder  Powers’s 
Meeting-houfe,  Stillwater,  New  York,  June  6th  and  7th  1792, 

Wedneflay ,  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Caleb  Blood  preached 
a  fermon  from  Dan.  x.  12,  13. 

Thurflay.  A  fermon  was  delivered  by  Elder  John  Leland, 
from  Dan.  xi.  34,  35.  Voted  to  tranfcribe  into  our  minutes 
the  following  article,  taken  from  the  minutes  of  the  Warren 
AlTociation  of  1791,  as  fully  containing  our  fentiments.  The 
afiociation  being  imp  relied  with  a  fenfe  of  that  freedom  which 
every  child  of  Adam  is  entitled  to  by  nature  ;  and  of  which 
they  cannot  be  deprived  but  by  hofrile  ufurpation ;  take  this 
method  of  manifefting  their  hearty  defoliation  of  the  Slave 
Trade;  and  recommend  it  to  all  our  brethren,  to  pray  Al¬ 
mighty  God  to  haften  the  aufpicious  day,  when  the  Ethiopian, 
with  all  the  human  race,  (hall  enjoy  all  that  liberty  due  to  every 
good  citizen  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  name  of  Slave  be 
extirpated  from  the  earth. 

The  fame  Association,  holden  at  Pittflown,  June  5th  and 
6th  1793. 

Wednesday ,  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Samuel  Waldo 
preached  from  1  John  iii.  2. 

Thurflay ,  Elder  Rathburn  preached  from  Col.  iii.  4.  The 
AlTociation  doled  with  a  fermon  delivered  by  Elder  Leland  from 
Adis  xxiii.  6.  I  am  a  Pbarijee . 

v  V 

The  fame  Associ  at  ion,  holden  at  Powna],  June  4th  and 
5  th  1794.  _  ' 

Wednejday ,  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Powers  delivered  the 
introductory  fermon  from  1  Tim.  iii.  1. 

T  hurt  day  >  eight  o’clock,  A.  M.  Brother  Wells  delivered  a 
difcourfe  from  john  xii.  21.  This  AlTociation  recommends  to 
all  the  churches  in  our  connexion  to  pay  a  itriCt  and  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  regular  gofpel  church  diicipline. 

The  next  meeting  of  this  AlTociation  to  be  at  Stillwater,  Elder 
Powers’s  meeting -houTe,  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  June  1795- 
Elder  Blood  to  preach  the  introductory  fermon  ;  and  in  cafe  of 
failure,  Elder  Hull. 

It  is  requeued  by  Tome  of  the  members  of  this  AlTociation, 
that  the  fever al  AEociations  would  print  their  annual  minutes  in 

liveable 
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iizeable  oftavo.  By  this  they  might  eafily  be  bound  together* 

and  preferved.  .  ... 

The  fubjefts  of  the  circular  letters  from  this  Affociation  are 

as  follow:  In  1792,  The  influence  of  religion  on  the  human  heart . 
179^,  The  divine  infpiration  of  the  Scriptures ,  drawn  up  by  Rev; 
John  Leland.  1794,  The  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  by 
Rev.  Ifaac  Webb. 
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The Stonington  Association  met  at  Elder  Chriftopher 
Palmer’s  meeting-houfe,  at  Colchefter,  Connefticut,  Oft.  1.5th 
and  1 6th  1793.  The  Rev.  John  Leland  addrefled  the  affembly 
from  Afts  xvi.  17.  Thefe  men  are  the  fer wants  of  the  Moft  High 
God ,  7 chick  (hev:  unto  us  the  r way  of  falvation.  In  the  16  churches 
there  are  1869  members.  The  circular  letter  on  Charity ,  or 
Chrftian  love ,  is  prefaced  with  the  particular  mention  of  the 
doftrines  of  grace,  in  the  manner  of  fome  of  the  Engliih  Afib~ 
ciations.  The  following  affociation  v/as  appointed  to  be  at 
the  fir  ft  church  in  Stonington,  the  3d  Tuefday  in  061.  1794. 


The  Vi rgi  n i  a  Portsmouth  Association  met  at  Black 
Creek  meeting-houfe,  Southampton  county,  Saturday,  May  25, 
&c.  1793-  The  Rev.  William  Browne  preached  the  introduc¬ 
tory  fermon  from  Eph.  ii.  8.  By  grace  are  ye  famed. ,  Sec.  This 
is  a  convention  of  22  churches,  1692  memloers.  Their  circular 
leter  of  10  pages,  by  the  Rev.  David  Barrow,  is  on  The  dattrint 
of  God's  eledlion  of  his  people  in  Thrift.  Among  the  queftions 
propofed  and  anfwered  in  the  minutes,  is  this,  “  Are  the  people, 
formerly  called  Diffenters ,  yet  opprejfed  by  any  Jiate  laves  ?  Anf- 
\Vered,  Yes;  namely,  By  an  aft  of  the  General  Affembly  that 
inverts  all  parifh  property  in  this  Hate  in  the  hands  of  truflees 
for  the  foie  ufe  of  the  Protertant  Epifcopal  church.” 

The  next  affociation  to  be  at  Black  Water  meeting-houfe,  at 
the  ulual  time. 


The  Warren  Association,  held,  in  Templeton  (Mafia- 
chufietts).  Sept.  9th  and  10th  1794. 

Tuefday ,  Sept.  9.  At  two  o’clock,  Brother  Stephen  Gano,  ac¬ 
cording  to  appointment,  preached  the  introductory  fermon  from 
Gal.  i.  10.  Do  I  feek  to  pie  afe  men?  For  if  I  yet  pie  afed  men ,  I 
Jhould  not  be  the  fer want  of  Chrft .  Added  to  thefe  41  churches 
197,  and  diminifhed  122.  Increafe  75.  Total  number  of 
members  3667.  Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Brother  John  Leland, 
from  Ifaiah  li.  9,  io,  11. 

WcdneJ day ,  Attended  to  a  multiplicity  of  bufmefs,  which  is 

recorded 
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recorded  in  the  minutes.  The  circular  letter  prepared  by  Mr; 
Backus,  On  the  nature  of  Salvation  by  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift ,  was  read  and  accepted. 

On  requeft.  Voted  to  difmifs  the  church  at  Richmond  td 
the  Leyden  affociation, 

A  letter  iiom  the  secretary  of  the  Baptif  Education  Society 
was  read,  by  which  we  were  informed  of  the  particular  Rate 
of  the  Fund.  We  are  forry  to  find  that  fo  few  of  our  churches 
liave  come  forward  practically  to  encourage  fo  laudable  a  defign. 
W  e  hope  boon  to  have  generous  returns  from  all  parts  of  the 
affociation. 

fc  The  opinion  of  the  affociation  was  afked  by  fevefai 
churches  upon  a  queflion  of  tiie  following  import  :  Is  it  not 
inconjiftent  with  the  original  principles  of  the  B  apt  if  Churches ,  to 
apply  to ,  and  obtain  Ads  at  Incorporation  from ,  the  Civil  Power  ? 
In  anfwer  to  which,  Voted,  that  the  affociation  unariimoufly. 
difapprove  of  all  fuch  Ads  of  Incorporation  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupporting  the  minillry  of  the  golpei.  It  is  alfo  requeued,  that 
the  churches  would  particularly  inftrud  their  delegates  in  this 
matter,  lo  that  their  minds  may  be  known  at  our  next  meetings 

4C  It  was  motioned,  and  unanimoujly  voted)  to  have  an 
annual  collection  in  the  affociation  Immediately  after  public 
worfhip,  for  the  purpofe  of  aflifting  the  widows  of  those 
minister. s  deceased  who  have  been  members  of  this 
affociation.  The  chanty  to  be  difpofed  of  under  the  direction' 
of  a  committee  to  be  appointed  from  this  body.5’ 

Brother  Gano  to  write  the  circular  letter  for  the  next  yean 
Voted,  to  hold  our  next  affociation  at  Bridgewater,  the  Tues¬ 
day  after  the  fir  if  Wednefday  in  September  1795,  at  two 
o’clock,  P.  M.  Appointed  Dr.  Stillman  to  preach  the  intro- 
dudory  fermon  ;  In  cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Williams. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  affociation  be  given  to  the 
Rev.  Mft  Sparhawke’s  Society,  for  their  poiitenefs  in  obliging 
us  with  their  meeting-houfe  upon  the  prefent  occalion. 

T  he  Warwick  Association  (New  York),  met  in  Bed¬ 
ford,  Od.  15  and  16,  1793.  Brother  John  Caton  delivered 
the  introdudory  fermon,  from  1  John  i.  3.  That  which  we  havk 
feetij  &c.  Voted,  That  this  affociation  meet  in  future,  the  laff 
Tuefday  in  May.  The  Circular  Letter  by  Brother  Thomas 
Montanye,  was  on  Juf  if  cation. 

The  fame  Association  was  held  at  Warwick,  May  27 — - 
29,  1794.  Introdudory  fermon  by  Brother  Enoch  Ferris, 

2  Cor.  v.  20.  Be  ye  reconciled  to  God.  17  churches,  794  members. 
Brother  William  Bilhop  being  introduced  into  the  affociation, 
by  wholefome  recommendations  from  England,  was  invited  to  a 
feat.  Ke  preached  from  Cant.  i.  9.  and  Brother  John  GanoV 
from  Rev.  xxii.  21.  Next  affociation  to  meet  at  Clinton-Town* 
May  1 795;  Brother  Benjamin  Montanye  to  preach. 
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VERY  SHORT  SKETCH 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION 

* 

tS  THE  SEVERAL  QJJ  ARTERS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


A  M  ERICA. 

Ken  :  ucKV?  Sept.  15,  1 794*  It  is  with  concern  I 
inform  you  that  religion  appears  to  be  at  a  very  low  ebb  with 
every  denomination  in  this  Hate,  and  it  has  been  fo  for  near 
two  years,  as  will  partly  appear  by  the  minutes  of  our  Affe¬ 
ctation,  which  I  fend  you.  Five  years  agoj  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  vifit  this  wildernefs  with  a  general  and  pleafing 
revival ;  many  additions  were  made  to  the  chiirches  of  forh 
as,  I  hope,  will  be  faved  ;  and  that  pro;  het'it  dechrariSn 
was,  in  a  confpicuous  manner,  verified—  The  defert  jhall 
rejoice,  and  blojfom  as  the  rofe ,  it  Jhall  blojforn  abundantly ,  and 
rejoice  even  with  joy  and  Jlnging.  The  recolleSion  of  that 
iealon  (which  continued  for  three  years )  gives  me  nleafure 
even  at  this  time,  and  was  an  earned:  of  what,  I  Hod?  the 
Lord  will  do  for  this  country.  An  unhappy  difference 
took  place  two  years  ago  in  our  Affociation,  which  has  almoft 
ruined  the  peace  cf  lome  of  our  churches.  This  weakened 
the  ban  is  ol  the  mmifters,  efpeciallv  fuch  as  were  in  rhe  n-r 
ties.  1  Tele  divifions,  I  hope,  are  partly  at  an  end.  Q  Vji-t 
God  would  heal  the  breaches  in  Zion,  and  fend  forth  his 
word  with  power  !  then,  my  dear  Brother,  the  work  would 
be  ealy,  our  connexion  with  heaven  delightful,  and  the  allure¬ 
ments  of  the  world  would  appear  contemptible.  Laff  OSto 
her,  a  union  took  place  between  the  Particular  Baptifts  of  the 
rJknorn  Affectation  and  feme  cf  the  General  Baptifts,  as  you 
will  obferve  from  the  minutes  of  October  1797;  bu/the 
great  difference  of  principles  gave  uneafinefs  to  our  church' 

threate"ed  *  diffolut{°«  of  the  Elkhorn  Affociation" 
r  ^srefor^,  a.  their  laff  meeting  m  Auguft,  they  declared  the 
•aid  union  void,  and  fo  peace  has  been  reftored  to  foyer-1  nf 
the  uneafy  churches.  w  ~  UA 

.  ThcPrejbyterians  here  are  much  divided  upon  pfalm-fin* 
mg:  they  are  a  people  zealous  for  the  traditions  of  their 
fathers;  are  very  numerous  in  this  ftate,  and  feme  of  them 
I  believe,  are  truN  p.ous  people.  Epijcopalicns  make  no 

among  the  fedlanes  m  Kentucky,  nor  is  there  one 
mimfter  of  that  order  among  us.  Two  or  thr  ■-  LI  , 

ere,  but,  finding  no  provifion  for  their  fupport  proportioned 

aZ "  d"nr,od  the  ■>"»»>■  ZJZZi 
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attention  to  law  or  phyfic.  Onefold  man,  a  native  of  I  re¬ 
nd,  came  here  about  three  years  ago ;  he  obtained  a  pretty 
arge  fubfcription  in  the  town  of  Walhington,  where  he 
preached  and  abufed  the  Baptifts:  at  length  his  fame  called 
him  to  this  neighbourhood.  Preaching  one  day,  he  received 
a  violent  (hock  in  the  middle  of  his  Term  on,  and  it  was  re¬ 
ported  he  was  dead.  I  went  to  the  inn  to  fee  him.  He  fpoke 
of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  vanity  of  the  world,  and 
intreated  me  to  pray  for  him.  As  the  requeft  was  reafonable, 

I  called  the  family  together,  informed  them  of  the  fick  man’s 
defire,  and  prayed.  Pie  recovered  in  fome  degree  from  his 
illnefs,  but  died  in  about  eight  or  nine  months ;  and  was  the 
laft  of  the  Epifcopalians  who  performed  fervice  in  Kentucky. 

As  to  our  minifters,  I  requeft  you  will  be  fatisfied  at  pre~ 
fent  with  a  fe\V  hints. 

Mr..  Auguftine  Eaftin,  the  excellent  and  much  efteemed 
pallor  at  Cooper’s  Run,  was  born  in  Virginia,  on  James 
River,  embraced  religion,, and  joined  the  Baptifts  about  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  ago,  and  has  been  preaching  the  gofpel  it  may  he 
twenty-two  years.  He  came  to  Kentucky  probably  nine  years 

II  nee ;  is  a  great  advocate  for  fovereign  grace,  preaches  fen- 
fibly,  often  affectionately,  and  fometimes  in  an  alarming  way; 
a  friend  to  mankind  in  general,  and  to  Chriftians  in  particular. 

Mr.  Ambrofe  Dudley,  pallor  of  the  church  at  Bryan’s,  in 
which  are  above  200  members,  is  alfo  from  Virginia,  and 
embraced  religion  when  young;  has  been  preaching  about 
fourteen  years,  was  a  Captain  in  the  American  fervice,  is  well 
eftablifhed  in  the  doClrines  of  grace,  a  good  natural  orator, 
warm  and  affectionate  in  preaching,  a  perfevering  man, 
whofe  labours  the  Lord  has  abundantly  bleffed,  an  example 
of  piety  and  felf-denial,  and  his  praife  is  in  the  churches.1, 

Mr.  William  Wood  is  one  of  the  ftrenuous  affertors  of  the 
fovereignty  of  God,  and  the  fulnefs  and  freenefs  of  grace  in 
Chrift  Jefus.  He  is  much  efteemed  among  his  own  flock, 
and  the  churches  in  general. 

Mr.  John  Sutton  is  an  old  man,  and  an  old  preacher,  from 
New  Jerfey ;  one  of  five  brothers  who  were  all  minifters  of 
the  gofpel ;  he  preaches  as  much  found  divinity  as  any  man  I 
ever  heard. 

Mr.  John  Gano  has  left  us,  on  the  death  of  his  wife.  1 
hear  he  is  coming  again  to  Kentucky ; — a  faithful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus-*— an  inftruCfing  and  animat¬ 
ing  preacher,  has  been  Angularly  ufeful  to  the  churches  in 
Kentucky.  I  {hall  fay  more  of  our  minifters  in  my  next. 

Among  the  Prcfbyterian  minifters,  Mr.  David  Rice  is  an 
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ftged  and  re  fpefl  able  character,  eReemed  for  liis  exemplary 
life  and  Chriftian  conduct. 

Mr.  Robert  Finly,  mentioned  honourably  in  the  RegiRer 
*  iiO"w  1  ir  s-  ntuGh.  \  y  '*  hao  tne  care  of  a  congregation  at  a 
place  called  Caneridge. 

Mr.  James  Crawford,  a  middle  aged  man,  has  been  fettled 
in  Kentucky  about  eight  years ;  moderate,  friendly,  and  hu¬ 
mane.  Mr.  Marfhail,  Mr.  Blythe,  Mr.  Colgohoon,  late 
miilionaries,  are  young  men,  and  have  congregations. 

The  population  of  the  country  encreafes  rapidly,  and  its 
improvements  are  equal  to  its  population.  We  are  a,t  war 
with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  Lakes,  and  Wabafli  and  Miame 
River.  Our  army  marched  about  live  or  fix  weeks  ago  into 
the  heart  of  the  Indian  country :  no  certain  accounts  from 
them  have  yet  been  obtained.  2000  mounted  volunteers* 
from  this  Rate,  make  a  formidable  appearance,  and,  joined  by 
the  {landing  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  the  command 
ot  General  Anthony  Wayne,  we  hope  may  give  an  efFecRual 
cheek  to  &vage  tribes,  and  bring  them  to  terms  of  peace  f . 

F rovifions  of  all  kinds  raifed  in  this  country  are  cheap. 
Indian  corn  is  from  is.  to  is.  6d.  per  bufhel ;  wheat  from 
2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  bufhel;  beef  from  12s.  6d.  to  14s.  per 
hundred;  poi k  from  12s.  to  15s.  per  hundred;  and  every 
other  article  in  proportion.  Labour  is  high  in  this  country, 
and  will  continue  fo,  as  the  number  of  labourers  is  not  pro- 
portioned  to  tne  lands  for  cultivation.  Day-labourers  receive 
fiom  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  day  for  their  fervice ;  houfe-*  joiners 
from  4s.  6d.  to  6s.  per  day ;  Rone-mafons  6s.  per  day ;  tay- 
lors  25s.  per  fuit  of  cloaths;  (hoe-makers  from  3s.  to  4s.  per 
pair,  and  all  other  labour  in  proportion.  There  are  great 
demands  for  mechanics.  I  feel  a  little  inclination  to  touch 
on  politics,  but  fhail  check  myfelf:  The  Lord  keep  me, 
and  deliver  you,  from  the  civil  Rate  of  diffenters  in  England! 

.  Rh°dE  IsLAND’  Wefterly ,  October  10,  i7q4.  I  mufc 
juic  inform  you,  there  has  been  a  great  revival  of  religion 
among  the  new  Light  Baptifts  %  here:  fmee  the  bemn- 
ning  of  July,  fifty- two  perfons  have  been  baptized  tnd 


*  Regifter,  former  volume,  p.  294. 

f  Another  letter  received  fince  the  above,  fays,  «  our  arra 
he  bloody  tribes  on  the  «t$h  of  Auguft  laft,  and  routed  them  entirely 

kny  proteftion"’’  6S  *  2  “  •"*“  *“<>  did  offer  theVvgS 

t:  ♦  comparing  this  extraft  with  ether  papers,  I  am  led  to  coniedtu-e 
that  one,  if  not  both,  of  the  churches  mentioned  in  it  are 
Baptift  perfuafion.  Mr  Ifai ah  Wilcox's  fociety  1  eh  n  "  a  t, the r Z 
conference,  which  holds  with  “  general  prov^t^  open  co^u,- 

.  ,  Editor, 
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joined  to  the  church  that  Mr.  Wilcox  was  paftor  of  before 
his  death ;  they  are  now  dcflitute  of  a  fettled  mini  her.  Forty- 
eight  have  alfo  joined  the  church  Mr.  Babcock  formerly 
preached  to,  who  is  likewife  dead  :  they  are  alfo  yet  dcflitute 
of  a  fettled  miniftry.  Several  others  are  expefted  to  unite 
themfelves  to  both  thefe  churches.  I  am  their  well-wiftier, 
though  not  of  their  opinion  in  all  things* 

North  Carolina. — Another  AfTociation  is  branchedoiit 
from  that  to  which  I  belong.  Ours  ft  ill  retains  the  name  of 
TZv  Kehukee  \  the  other  is  called  the  Neufe  AfTociation,  from 
the  river  Neufe  near  which  it  was  firft  hoi  den.  I  attended 
their  meeting  a  few  weeks  after  ours,  and  was  greatly  pleafed 
with  their  order  and  proceedings.  My  heart  has  been  filled 
with  thankfulnefs  to  Almighty  God  for  his  great  goodnefs  to 
the  people  of  this  country  in  the  growth  of  religion  amongft 
us.  The  Raptift  denomination  has  rapidly  increafed  fince 
1770.  I  am  now  in  the  45th  year  of  my  age,  and  the  24th 
of  my  miniftrv ;  and,  when  I  was  converted  and  called  to  the 
(acred  office,  there  were  but  few  Baptift  churches  in  North 
Carolina.  In  the  year  1775,  our  AfTociation  confifted  of 
only  1  o  churches,  and  now/  we  are  formed  into  three  different 
Affociations  (viz.  the  Kehukee ,  the  Portfmoutb ,  and  the  Neufe 
AfTociation,)  comprifing  75  churches,  in  which  there  are  up¬ 
wards  of  five  thoufand  members.  At  the  Neufe  Aflociation, 
which  I  lately  attended,  we  had  a  pleafing  interview.  As 
their  minutes  are  not  yet  printed,  I  am  unable  to  furnifh  you 
with  their  proceedings  at  large ;  but  permit  me  to  give  you 
a  fketch : 

On  the  Saturday  before  the  4th  Sunday  in  October  1794’  ^at 
AfTociation  convened  at  Brother  Oliver's  meeting-houfe  on  Bear- 
marfh,  Duplin  county.  North  Carolina.^  Introductory  fermon 
by  Brother  Jofhua  Barnes,  on  Job  xxviii.  ceu  From  whence  then 
cometh  cwifdom,  and  'where  is  the  place  of  underfunding  P  Letters 
from  27  churches  were  read.  Col.  Nathan  Bryan  *  was  c  ho  fen 
moderator,  and  Brother  Needham  Whitefield,  clerk.  Lord  s- 
day,  a  numerous  audience  (fuppofed  to  be  2000)  attended  the 
word.  Brother  Rofs  and  brother  Burkitt  preached. 

Monday  morning  met  at  nine  o’clock,  according  to  adjourn¬ 
ment.  A  circular  letter  on  The  Duty  of  Deacons  was  received  ; 
alfo  the  minutes  of  the  PortfmOuth  AfTociation ;  with  a  letter  of 
eorrefpondence  and  minutes  from  the  Kehukee  Afiociation.  i  he 
AfTociation  agreed  to  join  the  Kehukee  in  a  public  fail  on  the 
fecond  Monday  in  November,  and  in  their  prayer  meeting  on  the 
Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  every  month .  Indeed,  the 

*  This  Gentleman  is  Colonel  of  Jone’s  county,  'North  Carolina,  and 
has  ferved  as  a  member  of  the  General  AlTsmbly  17  years. 
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vhole  bufmefs  of  the  Allociation  was  condufled  with  the  greatefl 
love  and  unanimity  I  ever  faw. 

On  reading  the  7th  number  of  your  RegiRer,  concerning 
The  Civil  State  of  Dijfenters  in  England ,  I  think  my  heart 
was  deeply  affedted  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs  in  the  pri¬ 
vileges  o-ranted  to  the  people  of  America.  In  North  Carolina, 
we  enjov  the  exercife  of  liberty,  both  civil  and  eccleftaRical, 
inthe  laro-eft  fenfe*;  fo  that  the  Baptifts  are  as  refpedtable  as 
others.  There  are  members  of  feveral  churches  in  the  AE- 
hukee  AH'ociation  who  are  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace. 
Some  aft  as  fheriffs.  One  of  the  members  in  my  church  is 
high  Jherijf  in  the  county  of  Northampton;  another  inthe 
county  of  Hertford.  Colonel  Nathan  Alayo ,  who  was  mode— 
rator  in  our  laft  Allociation,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  AlTembly  of  the  Rate  of  North  Carolina  for  many  years. 
There  are  members  in  feveral  churches  who  have  ferved  many 
years  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  and  others  in  the  Senate .  Upoit 
the  whole,  there  is  hardly  any  poft  of  profit  or  honour  in  the 
Rate  but  has  been  reputably  filled  by  one  or  another  of  our 
Baptift  Brethren.  Indeed,  all  pajlors  of  churches  are  ex¬ 
cluded  a  feat  in  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  Rate  by  our  con- 
Ritution ;  but  our  minifters  acl  as  juRices  of  the  peace,  and  in 
other  offices ;  and  fome,  who  had  not  the  charge  of  a  congre¬ 
gation,  have  been  honoured  with  a  feat  in  the  Legiflature. 
Our  Brother  Peter  Qualls,  who  lately  departed  this  life,  has 
been  Senator  for  the  county  of  Halifax  feveral  years.  I  hope 
I  ftrall  be  able  to  furnifh  you  with  the  biography  of  him.  But 
though  we  have  miniRers  and  members  who  are  men  of  wealth 
and  honour,  moR  of  our  Brethren  in  the  miniRry,  and  the 
members  in  general,  are  poor  men.  Not  many  wife  men  after 
the  flejh ,  not  many  mighty ,  not  many  noble  are  called 

Our  Reverend  Brethren  Charles  Hines,  and  William 
Goodman,  who  belonged  to  the  Neufe  Allociation,  have  de¬ 
parted  this  life  fince  the  laft  Convention.  The  lower  coun¬ 
ties  in  thbs  Rate  ’are  moRly  Baptifts,  or  followers  of  them. 
The  chapels  which  were  built  for  the  Epifcopalians  are  chiefly 
Qccupied  by  the  Baptift  miniRers.  In  the  weftern  part  of  the 
Rate  the  Prefbyterians  are  moft  numerous.  I  wrote  you  be¬ 
fore  that,  according  to  the  calculation  of  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  minifters  of  the  Epifcopal  church,  there  v/ere  only 
feven  minifters  of  that  denomination  in  this  Rate. 

Massachusetts  f,  Dec.  10,1794..  Mr.  Backus  Hvcs 

*  It  feems-it  is  not  fo  in  Virginia.  See  Regifter,  p.  199.  Editor. 

f  This  extract  is  made  from  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  addreffed  to  our  worthy  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jones,  of  Ham- 
merfmith,  near  London,  and  obligingly  communicated  by  him  to  the 
Editor. 


NEWFOUNDLAND, 


a  very  pleating  account  of  the  increafe  of  the  Bantift  intereft 

aff'ir  f  ‘S  "Tm!nated  the  Bow^inham  AiTociation.  «  This 
affociation,  he  fays,  “  was  conftituted  in  May  1784.  In 

Sept  179°  they  were  o^y  6  churches,  and  3  L  members 

Laft  Auguif,  they  confifted  of  21  churches  and  887  mem- 

fachuA?  1  b7f  °U  T  1  ofuClmiber!and  and  Lincoln,  (Maf- 
w  of  H}  T  ,'Ch’  theyhave  °ne  church  in  the  coun- 

chur-t-er  h‘veCf’  Snd  Te  m,  Washington J  17  of  which 
f,  ur~  have  been  conftituted  within  thefe  four  years,  and 
the  glorious  work  was  going  on  in  October  laft. 

“  N inety-one  members  were  added  laft  vear  to  the  Baptift 
Church  in  the  city  of  New  London,  in  ConneSicut,  where 
oJT  ga‘s.  ago  there  was  not  one  of  the  denomination, 
bui  Jy  God  is  doing  great  things  for  us  whereof  we  have 

abundant  reafon  to  be  dad!” 

,  Newfoundland  The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Jones,  diflent- 

T  Handier  at  ot.  John's,  keeps  a  large  fchool,  and  edu¬ 
cates  many  of  the  poor  gratis.  The  Book  Sociotv  heretofore 

f-omthe  7 m  ?°°f '•  t"  th1  Jear  1 79°’  he  was  Panted 
-,om,te  BMe  Socuty  111  London,  With  a  donation  of  Bibles 

ior  the  military,  which  he  diftributed  among  the  non-com- 
miffioned  ofhcers  and  private  men  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Artillery,  and  Ring’s  own  regiment  of  foot.  By  the  diftri  - 
uDon  ne  nad  an  opportunity  of  converting  with  the  foldiers. 
and  of  admimftering  fuitable  advice  to  them.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  many  attended  on  his  miniftry,  feveral  were 
joined  to  his  church,  and  the  general  part  of  the  garrifon, 
confifung  or  about  150,  attended  public  worfhip  at  molt 
convenient  opportunities,  and  feemed  to  hear  the  word  with 
attention.  In  1791,  an  100  bibles  more  were  fent  to  him  by 
the  fame  fociety,  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  a  bleffino-  at¬ 
tended  them.  Mr.  Jones,  in  a  letter  dated  Oct.  28,  lyqo. 
iays,  Pieafeto  prefentmy  graterul  refpebfs  to  the  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  and  aiiinethem,  that  their  pious  endeavours  in  fend¬ 
ing  the  word  of  God  to  us,  feme  years  ago,  have  not  been 
m  Vain.  ^  More  than  twenty  of  the  foldiers  have  joined  us 
in  c^urc^  fellowlliip,  and  given  good  evidence  of  convey  lion. 
Many  others  have  been  much  reformed,  and  feme  Romans 
have  embraced  the  Profeftant  kith*  This  rummer  they  were 
reneved,  and  are  gone  to  Quebec.  Truly,  Sir,  the  fepara- 
tiOxi  was  affecting.  I  felt  it  forely,  as  I  have  had  fweet  com- 
piuniqn  with  fuch  of,thejn  who  were  united  to  our  church, 

1  heir  excellent  officers  indulged  me  with  a  room  in  the  par- 
n Ion  to  meet  thofe  once  a  week  who  were  pf  thelfpcfety, 
pXCiuuve  of  ftatec  meetings  in  the  town.” 

:  He 
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He  then  adds,  That  the  troops  who .  have  taken  the 
i  f  tLof'  who  are  crone  are  about  i5^>  but  ^  , 

P  “  °;d,d  an  onoor  uik,  of  being  much  acquainted  w.th 

E  He  C  applied  E  «-  *■«.,  -*  f  **** 

-pnpronflv  ordered  an  too  more  to  be  lent. 

Tones  has  a  young  man  lately  raifed  up  among  his 
people  ’who E  »  pt4cb  «  Portugal  Cove  one  LordV 
5“Tn’a  fortnight,  and  the  other  at  Torbay .«  < each  place 
the  work  of  the  Lord  feems  to  be  on  the  increase,  bo  lat„ 
X  ‘ 27 ,  1-94,  he  writes,  “  Though  it  is  the  fall  or  the 
leaf  in  the7  kingdom  of  nature,  I  hope  in  the  cewnomy  of 
grace  there  are  feme  promifing  branches  fpnngmg  for  n  in¬ 
deed  hitherto  the  winter  has  been  our  harveL.  he  e  ar 
not  many  here  who  pay  any  attention  to  the  fabbatn  m  toe 
fummer,'  which  fometimes  is  occalioned  by  their  cm  mg  th  . 
fifh  •  and  the  law  fays,  that  there  fliall  be  no  regard  paid  to 
dat;  nor  hours  of  working  ;  but  the  few  who  arc  not  ter- 
vants,  and  really  fear  God,  thefe  honour  the  law  of  God. 

EUROPE. 

London.  The  ten  churches  in  this  city,  whofe  pallors 
and  meffengers  conftitute  the  particular  Baptift  b  unc.,  col- 
leaed  for  the  year  1794,  m  C'-cir  reipe&ve  tode-ic^ 
r  aIT  -  ,  fterliiw.  The  church  at  Norwich,  under  the 
paftoraUate  of  the" Rev.  Mr.  Kinghorn,  lent  up  a  collection 
of  /q  7  Z  A  leo-acy  ot  f  100  has  been  received,  in  vn- 
Die  of  the  will  of  die  late  Mr.  Beeby  Wallis,  an  excellent 
Deacon  of  the  church  at  Kettering,  under  the  paftoral  care 
of  the  Rev  Mr.  Fuller:  Alfo  a  donation  from  Mr.  Jofeph 
Gutteridge,  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Booth’s  church,  ano¬ 
ther  from  Mr.  Robert  Davies,  a  member  ot  Mr.  Rippon  s 
church,  of /50  each.  The  above  fums,  together  with  the 
intereft  of  the  fund  capital,  have  been  diftributed  this  fpnng 
j - q  r  to  neceflitous  churches,  pallors,  and  ftudents  m  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  as  ufual ;  and  an  extra  exhibition  of  200 
Guineas  has  been  made  to  fundry  poor  minifters,  in  conhdera- 
tion  of  thedearnefs  of  provifions,  and  the  .feverity  of  the.  late 
winter :  The  whole  difburfements  for  the  year  amounted  to 
the  pleafing  fum  of  ^1564  10. 

Scotland,  Feb.  4,  1795-  °,jr  Forfar  Preftytery,  laft 
Wednefdav,  Tan.  28th,  ordained  at  this  place  a  Mr.  Duncan 
Rofs,  to  ho  out  as  a  miffionary  to  Pi  clou,  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia.  A  Mr.  Brown  was  to  be  ordained  to-day  at  Miina- 
t’norr,  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Kirkcaldy,  for  the  fame  mif- 
flon.  Several  years  ago,  a  blank  call  was  fent  over  by  the 
.  1  p  4  Highlanders 
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i  R  f./.  amr, 

3^’,ans  r“  »«'»'■”  - 

the  Weftminfter  Confeffii„  ^  ThV"?  f°  C0r'refP01ld  * 
call  was  fent,  fir  ft  annlied  t  ,i  hc  Gentlemen  to  whom  the' 
to  feme  other  fociSH  ;  ^  church  Scotland,  then 
applied  to  us.  We  had  cnlv'"  'n  vain\  At  length  they 

Drummond  Mac  Gren-or  *  ‘  Jt  one  Prilach^r»  Mr.  James 

General  Synod  anpointed  hin-°h“f  ? rft°°d,  Gae^-  The 
every  appearance  thzt  r  ?  labnnttea;  and  there  is 

among  his  poor  illiterate  coumryben  "WIT  T*  b!eiIed 

ceffivelv  he  has  wrote  re  i  T^  '  h  °r  feveral  years  fuc- 

ting  leuers,  St  th?ne4Svyof  Vh  rm°^  ^  and  aff*> 

feme  work, as  he  found ft? 7  wj  mg  fome  others  on  the 
ofpreaching  in  the  many  places  wX'h  S’Kpphrat'i" 

bove  meS^  *"*  **?"  tw°aI 

ordained  for  this  pumob  Tft  !  ?’  the>'  *ere  appointed  to  be 

here  from  AcT  xxiL  2  r  DeZf'TT  4/?°"  Was  P^hed 
unto  the  Gentiles.  I  h-n»  -J'  [f  fQr JWi^fend  thee  far  hence 

counng,  when  the  Jhipi of  Tarjhijh  will  be  employed  in  ca^ 
r  f  f  °l!t  reglments  of  foldiers  under  the  Prince  of  Peace* 

Cooks,  and  youf  BoulnwilSrSas3"  ki!befei-’  ^ 

whom  "Mr  t  ■ -a  o  I  r  ’  JUIt  ds  a  hind  of  pioneers, 

they  wean  not  fe  r^T'Vi  for  Preparing  his  way,  although 

arehCl  4  d  f  ^  }***  think  f°-  Arid  what  other 
,  r  ‘  -iJ^GuUibs  of  our  day,  who  have  nought  in  their 
Dart  out  to  deftroy  nations  not  a  few  g  .  .  ’b  1 

rmrvy^rs-  PXtraC1--'*  Barren  as  this  country  has  been  for 
P  IV  f,  re  is  now  a  little  revival.  Two  new  churche- 
aave  bte.j  lately  formed,  the  one  at  Shinrone,  in  Kind’s  com/’ 
p,  and  the  other  ,n  Dublin.  In  the  courfe  of abom 'four 

if”  Wcre,  -added  t0  PIle  of  thefe  focieties,  and  fifteen 
o  eotner  j  and  in  feveral  places  as  many  baptized  as  mak“ 
the  wnole  number  forty-one.  Three  of  thefe  had  been  PapiftL 
nd  onjy  rive  of  them  were  children  of  Baptill  parents 

In' b  lnf7entS  f  this  PleafinS  work  are  two  young  men 
lately  raifed  up  who  preach  with  fuccefs  in  numerous  °plaCes 

fourteen*  LTet  ^  ^  g^ered  thi.in  or 

'  xxt  l  *  congregations  in  King’s  County,  in  Tipper- 

'  yV  \  4rleat  ’’  and  Galway.  Some  of  thefe  infant  focieties 

hearers'  and0”*  *'•?'  °thers  frCi«  to  an  hundred 

,  f  s’  .alK*  are  vifiteu  every  fortnight  by  one  or  other  nc 

thefe  active  .abourers,  though  the  round  is  an  120  Lifli  miles.' 


*  Sse  an  3f count  of  him  in  the  Regifter,  p. 
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IThe  income  of  one  of  thefe  good  men  is  but  2  5  /.  a  year, 
which  is  likely  to  be  lcfs,  as  eleven  of  his  congregation  are' 
gone  to  America.;  the  other  has  no  falary  from  the  people, 
but  is  fupported  partly  by  his  labour  in  Dublin,  and  partly 
by  the  occasional  benefactions  of  individuals.  Many  of  the 
Chriftian  friends  in  Ireland  hope,  that  luch  ct  exertions  will 
appear  laudable  to  .every  patron  of  chriftianity,  efpecially  to 
the  brethren  of  the  Baptid  denomination  in  London,  to  whom 
they  now  make  application  for  afliftance  in  their  attempt  to 
fpread  the  go.pel ;  a  work  in  which  they  are  the- more  en¬ 
couraged,  as  a  fpirit  of  enquiry  is  roufed  among  the  people, 
and  a  profpedl  of  widely  extended  ufefulnefs  opens.5" 


Prussia.  In  confluence  of  Letters  and  Regifters  fent 
to  the  Rev.  Meffrs.  Henry  Roots,  Ifaac  Van  Duhren,  Erd¬ 
mann  Stobbe,  ana  Peter  Klein,  the  fpur  miniders  of  a  Bap- 
tift  church  at  Dantzick,  in  Polifh,  other  wife  Royal  Pruilia, 
the  following  information  has  been  communicated  : 

Dantz*ck  is  a  place  of  great  commerce,  very  populous,  and 
perhaps  about  the  hzt  of  Liverpool.  In  the  year  1792,  the  mer¬ 
chants  in  this  city  exported  to  different  parts  fifty  thouland  lads  of 
grain,  that  is  four  million  bufhels.  The  Dantzickers  have  nume¬ 
rous  places  of  wprfhip  for  Lutherans  and  Caivinifls,  the  fleeples 
of  which,  as  you  come  from  fea,  begin  to  appear  at  the  didance  of 


abou*:  5  leagues  from  the  city.  They  have  alfo  an  Englifh  place  of 
Worfhip,  and  a  Bap  id,  or  Mermomft  congregation.  Your  letters 
to  the  miniders  or  the  lad  named  fociety,  1  delivered  with  my 
own  hand.  '1  heir  place  of  woifhip  of  about  40  feet  by  32  is 
very  neat  Mr.  Roots  the  elder,  or  pallor  of  the  church,  is  the 
you Aged  man  of  their  four  miniders.  They  have  one  deacon, 
an  organ  in  their  meeting,  and  one  rervice  in  a  day  which  be¬ 
gins  at  about ‘ha!  iter  8  in  the  morning,  and  ends  at  1 1.  They 
enter  on  worlhip  with  f  aging,  then  pray,  fmg  again,  and  preach 
about  three  part.1'  of  0  hour  ;  and  conclude  nearly  as  our  Baptid 
c  ngreg.  dons  do  in  England.  Mr.  Roots  reads  his  feymons  ; 
but  tnii  is  not  done  by  either  of  his  colleagues.  In  cold  winter 
weaih  r  tuey  have  a  good  congregation,  but  in  the  dimmer  are 
quite  full.  The  women  fp  by  themfelves.  All  the  four  miniders 
are  in  bufinefs ;  they  preach  in  turns;  receive  nothing  for 
preaching  ;  wear  neither  bands  nor  gowns,  but  appear  in  black 
while  they  are  at  meeting,  and  put  it  off  as  foon  as  they  return 
home.  On  Lord’s-day  evening,  by  a  previous  appointment,  I 
was  introduced  to  them  at  Mr.  Roots’s.  All  the  four  miniders 


were  prefent,  the  deacon,  and  alfo  an  attorney  who  under- 
dood  and  fpoke  Englilh  as  well  as  myfelf.  I  was  received  in 
a  very  friendly  way,  and,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  place, 
faluted  with  a  kifs.  All  live,  the  miniders  and  the  deacon  fa¬ 
inted  me.  Your  letters  were  read  to  them,  and  I  obferved 
peculiar  emotions  in  their  countenances  at  your  quedion ; 

“  Whether 
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“  Whether  internal  piety,  or  the  religion  of  the  heart  fioufffhed 
among  them,  or  in  any  part  of  Poland  or  Pruffia?”  In  the  con- 
veriation,  which  was  maintained  between  us  by  the  attorney, 
our  interpreter,  they  afked,  How  the  Baptzifts  adminifcered 
ordinances  in  England  ?  How  often  the  death  of  Ckrift  was 
celebrated  ?  Whether  there  were  collections  made  for  the  poor  ? 
How  we  ling,  and  what  pfalms  ?  Whether  the  pfalms  of  David 
only,  or  other  compofitions  ?  I  fhewed  tfyerri  Dr.  Watts’s  hymns 
and  pfalms,  fome  of  which  the  gentleman  read  off  in  Dutch  ; 
and  then  fome  of  theirs  to  me  in  Englifh,  confuting  of  pfalms; 
and  alfo  of  hymns  fuited  to  the  Lord’s  fupper.  They  afked  if 
we  had  organs  in  our  chapels  ?  I  told  them  that  they  were  no; 
approved  of;  and  was  informed  that  in  general  they  were  not 
ufed  in  their  congregations.  They  wiihed  alfb  to  know  how 
long  the  fermons  of  our  minifters  are.  Whether  moll  of  our 
preachers  are  learned  men  ?  Whether  they  are  in  bufmefs,  o? 
receive  faiaries  from  their  congregations  ?  I  replied  as  well  as 
I  could. 

By  the  queftions  I  propofed  to  them,  I  found  that  they  are 
Calviniftic  Baptifts,  and  are  quite  clear  in  this  truth.  That  it  is 
impoffible  for  any  man  to  be  faved  without  a  real  change  cf 
heart. 

They  are  enemies  to  all  .war,  and  alked  me.  If  any  part  of 
England  was  befieged,  whether  the  Baptifts  would  light.  I  faid„ 
to  be  fure  they  would  defend  themfelves  againlt  their  enemies. 
But  they  anfwered,  Chrift  has  told  us,  that  we  fhould  love  our 
enemies.  I  then  afked.  What  is  the  difference  between  my 
going  to  war,  and  fending  another  in  my  room  ?  as  I  gathered 
from  their  converfation  they  had  provided  fubftitutes.  They 
replied,  that  both  were  totally  difag reeable  to  them  ;  but  the 
laws  of  the  country  forced  them  to  the  latter. 

At  my  leifure  I  intend  to  give  you  a  more  full  account.  The 
information  you  defired  from  them,  they  could  not  obtain  at 
once;  but  faid  they  would  endeavour  to  procure  it  from  different 
parts,  and  forward  it  with  fome  books,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  I  gave  them. 

O 


London,  March  26,  1795* 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

IN  our  lad  converfation,  you  expreffed  your  with  to  be¬ 
come  more  acquainted  with  tne  Bate  of  religion  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  and  with  the  labours  of  fuch  minifters  of  Chrift,  in 
various  denominations,  who  preach  thegofpel  with  faithfulnefs 
and  zeal.  I  will  gladly  give  you  fuch  information  as  I  am  able 
to  do  from  the  correfpondence  of  our  Brethren  with  minifters 
of  other  perfuafions.  The  greateft  part  of  this  information 
I  have  received  from  the  minutes  of  a  Conference  of  clergy¬ 
men,  who  meet  annually  about  Whitfuntide,  at  Herrnhut, 

our  largeft  fettlement  in  Upper  Lufatia,  to  confult  with,  and 
*  edify 
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edify  one  another.  Each  communicates,  either  by  word  of 
mouth,  or  by  letter,  his  experience  and  the  observations  he  has 
made  in  the  year  paid,  and  hears  the  remarks  made,  or  re¬ 
ceives  the  advice  given.  This  annual  meeting  has  been 
of  infinite  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  God  in  many  places,  and 
God  has  laid  a  fpecial  blefling  upon  it,  i  had  once  the  favor 
to  be  prefent,  and  mult  confefs,  that  the  fight  of  thefe  vener¬ 
able  fervants  of  Cirri  If  filled  me  with  reverence  and  awe. 
About  thirty  parifh  minifters  and  curates  generally  aflemble, 
fometimes  more  :  Some  are  of  the  Lutheran,  others  of  the 
reformed  or  Calvininiffic  Church.  But  befides  thofe  who  at¬ 
tend,  a  great  many  more  are  confidered  as  members  of  this 
Conference,  who  fend  letters  to  the  annual  meeting  which 
are  read,  ditcufTed,  and  anlwered  by  fome  of  the  members 
prefent  who  are  nominated  for  that  purpofe.  The  minutes 
of  this  Conference  are  communicated  to  all  our  Conprep-a- 

•  .  o  o 

tions  in  extract;  and  thus  we  become  acquainted  with  the 
if  ate  of  vital  religion  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  are 
excited  to  praife  the  Lord.  Indeed,  he  has  done  great  things, 
far  beyond  our  expectation,  lb  tfiat,  when  fometimes  like 
Elijah,  vve  are  apt  to  mourn  that  only  one  is  left,  we  are  com¬ 
forted  to  hear  of  thoufands  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to 
Baal.  1  muff  add,  that  our  m'inilters  who  are  prefent  attend  only 
as  guelfs,  though  a  biiliop  of  our  church  is  nominated  Pre- 
fident.  I  (hull  now  proceed  to  mention  what  f  know  of  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  and  endeavour  not  to  exceed  the  bounds  of 
a  letter. 

France.-— diface.  There  are  in  this  country  a  pretty 
confiderable  number  of  parifh  minifters  in  connexion,  who 
held  correlpondence  with  our  Brethren,  and  feveral  of  them 
annually  tranfmit  a  letter  to  the  Conference.  The  recent 
political  difturbances  have,  in  •  fome  meafure,  impeded  the 
progrefs  of  thegofpel,  and  efpecially  the  growth  of  the  young 
people  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  our  Saviour,  and  they 
forget  the  one  thing  needful  in  a  late  report,  received  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  prefent  troubles,  I  remember  to  have  read,  that 
the  gofpel  is  preached  to  near  50,000  perfons  by  thefe  mi¬ 
niffers,  the  parifh.es  of  fome  being  very  large,  of  whom,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  that  not  a  few  will  be  faved, 

Switzerland.  By  a  correfpondence  which  is  opened 
between  various  brethren  of  the  Lutheran,  Cal  vi  niff  inland 
ctner  oenommations,  and  tne  above  mentioned  Conference 
it  appears,  that  in  the  city  and  canton  of  Bafil,  there  are 
feveral  evangelical  parifh  minifters  and  curates,  heartily 
concerned  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  who  difeover 

a  real 
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a  real  attachment  to  each  other-  to  the  do&rinc  of  the  God¬ 
head  and  atonement  of  our  .Lord,  and  to  Inch  denominations 
in  every  country  who  hold  Chrift  the  head.  Nine  of  them 
meet  annually  in  conference.  Some  of  whom,  while  they 
lament  the  diilipation  and  indifference  to  religion,  with  which 
many  in  the  riling  generation  are  carried  away,  write,  That 
the  preaching  or  the  gofpel,  in  their  respective  charges,  is 
followed  with  a  bleifing ;  and  that  among  the  young,  the 
catechumens,  and  the  awakened,  they  plainly  diicern  the 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  One  of  thefe  clergymen,  from 
promifing  appearances  in  his  parifh,  expels  a  rich  harveft  of 
fouls.  Another,  whofc  panfh  extends  through  five  villages, 
fpeaks  of  a  general  awakening  ^  and  of  two  frnall  focieSes, 
one  of  twenty  perfons,  and  another  of  not  lefs  than  fifty,  who 
privately  meet  for  the  edification  of  each  other  in  the  ways 
of  God.  At  one  of  the  laid  meetings  of  thefe  nine  miniflers., 
they  propofed  a  queftion  to  this  effect :  “  How  is  it  that 
where  the  gofpel  has  been  long  and  faithfully  publifhed  there 
are  no  more  evidences  of  found  converfion 


Denmark.  One  of  the  Deans  in  Zealand  has  the  plea- 
fare  of  feeing  the  admiifion  of  ttje  gofpel  among  his  flock, 
and  the  public  fervice  well  attended.  He  is  alfo  intimate  with 
three  neighbouring  miniflers,  one  of  them  a  ProfefTor  in  the 
Uni  ver  fry,  who  f  equently  meet  to  converfe  of  the  things 
pertaining  10  r  e  kingdom  of  God.  H  hey  are  inquiiitive 
about  the  itate  of  religion  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and 
very  much  rejoiced  whenever  they  obtain  accounts  of  the 
fpread  of  the  gofpel.  In  Copenhagen  the  capital,  in  the  Pe- 
ninfula  of  Jutland,  and  in  the  iff  and  of  Falfter,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  Danifh  dominions;  many  of  the  Clergy,  it 
feems,  preach  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  are  affebli ornately 
united  to  other  good  men  whofe  forms  of  worfhip  very  much 
differ  from  their  own. 

Norway.  Among  our  Norwegian  correfpondents,  ther 
is  a  minifter  who,  on  his  journey  thither,  preached  in  the 
cathedral  church  at  Chriftiana,  exhibiting  Chriil  as  the  new 
and  living  way  to  happinefs.  In  his  parifh,  he  preaches  to 
between  five  and  fix  thoufand  fouls.  A  bl effing  attends  his 
ininiftry.  He  has  repeated  proofs  of  the  faving  power  of  the 
gofpel.  And  though  the  churches  are  large,  fuch  is  the  eager- 
nefs  with  which  his  parifhioners  dock  to  hear  the  word,  that 
many  are  obliged  to  fland  without. 


o 


Sweden.  A  nfinifler  who  gives  the  information  from 
his  own  knowledge, fays.  That  there  are  at  leaft  twenty  clergy¬ 
men 
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men  who  preach  the  gofpel  in  Weft  Gothland,  five  01  fix  in 
Eaft  Gothland,  five  in  Findland,  ten  or  more  m  Schonen 
(other wife  Scania),  and  three  or  four  in  the  vicinity  ot  Stock:- 
holm,  the  capital  of  Sweden. 

Hungary.  A  Dignitary  who  has  feveral  minifters  under 
his  direction,  and  a  cure  of  above  15,000  fouls,  fays  a  i  hat 
fihce  the  mild  reign  of  Jofeph  the  2d,  Hungary  has  had  glo~ 
rious  times.  The  Proteftants  have  free  licence  to  eltabhtli 
fchools  and  churches,  and  nov/  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
Unnumbered  privileges  for  which  their  anceftors  lighew  in 
vain.  Leopold,  the  fucceffor  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  has 
enlarged  and  fecured  thofe  liberties:  his  fucceffor,  Francis, 
is  moft  favourably  difpofed  towards  the  fame  caufe.  T  he 
harveft  in  Hungary  may  truly  be  denominated  great,  but 
faithful  labourers  are  few;  yet  there  are  feveral  not  only  or- 
tkodox  in  their  heads,  but  what  is  infinitely  more  important, 
full  of  love  to  Jefus  in  their  hearts.5’ 

Saxony.  In  the  Electorate  of  Saxony,  in  the  MarquL 
fate  of  Lufatia,  in  the  dutchy  of  Pomerania,  and  in  V  oigt- 
land  the  fouthern  divifion  of  the  Marquifate  of  Meiffen  (or 
Mifnia),  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of  Germany,  the 
gofpel  is  held  in  high  efteem,  and  the  name  of  (Shrift  glori¬ 
fied  by  the  teftimony  and  converfation  of  many  faithful  wit^ 
neffes  of  the  truth.  In  fome  of  thefe  places,  the  minifters 
complain  of  an  increafing  number  of  Freethinkers,  as  they 
call  themfelves,  and  of  Deifts,  who  ridicule  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift.  They  requeft  their  brethren  to  unite  with  them  in 
praying,  that  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  in  its  native 
finyplicity,  may  prove  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of 
God,  in  regenerating  the  hearts  of  multitudes.  There  are 
many  pious  people  in  their  churches  ;  and  they  mention  others 
who  have"  lately  departed  this  life,  knowing  in  whom  they 
had  believed. 

Another  Minifter,  near  Leipfic,  in  Saxony,  who,  with 
Paul,  glories  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  endeavours  to  bring 
his  hearers  favingly  acquainted  with  themfelves,  fays,  That 
his  congregation  confifts  of  three  forts  of  people.  1.  A 
very  few  who  know  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  love  him,  and 
keep  together  in  a  kind  of  fociety ;  edifying  one  another,  re- 
gardiefs  of  the  contempt  of  the  world.  Thefe  frequently 
meet  at  their  minifter’s  heufe,  and  are  vifited  by  him  in  their 
refpeciive  abodes.  2.  The  major  part  lead  a  fober  and  honeft 
life  ;  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  hell,  yet  remain  fuch  flaves 
of  fin,as  to  caufe  their  minifter  great  trouble.  Numbers  of  this 

olafs 
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clafs  are  defirous  of  being  faved,  at  le.nft  from  punilWn^ 
but  they  never  caft  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  Chrift  TS 
deferring  finners.  3.  Many,  efpecially  of  the  youn  7  neoJle 
hve  without  any  thoughts  of  God,  or  their  o/n  fo^'thfe 

fC  V  0  ef  quiry  about  th?  way  of  righteoufnefs.  Yet  amon- 

denc?sarfCdUmenS’  ^  ^  fucceffively,  pieafing  evi¬ 
dences  of  divine  grace  have  appeared.  b 

U.  An0t,her  refpeftable  fervant  of  Chrift,  on  the  Baltic,  has 
laboured  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard  ever  fince  About- 

mfL/rv"  n  fawfa  S’0.rious  revival  of  religion?  under  the' 

Sei  V  £  W‘tneffeS  Wh°  have  *'lnce  finiflied 

Z  tdhmonY-  He  is  now  the  only  minifter  that  awakened 
inners  can  apply  to  in  the  neighbourhood.  His  labours  are 
bleded  among  the  rude  inhabitants.  Many  are  called  out  of 
dariaiefs  into  marvellous  light.  He  finds  that  catechifino- 
ol  children  is  very,  much  bleffed ;  and  in  his  parifh,  which 
eomprenends  four  villages,  he  has  two  awakened  fchoolmafters 

wno  are  intent  upon  fowing  the  good  feed  of  the  word  in  the 
tender  hearts  of  their  pupils. 

In  Livonia,  a  fouthern  province  of  Ruffia,  in  Europe ,  meat 

numbers  or  ferious  chriftians,  and  many  evangelical  minifters,' 

are  united  together  in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel.  A  Dignitary 

or  the  ilk  of  Oefel,  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  whofe  parifh  extends 

eti  German,  or  iixty  Englifh  miles  in  circumference,  is  not 

afhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  for  he  finds  it  the  power  of 

God  unto  falvation  to  fome  of  the  mo  ft  uncivilized  of  the 

human  race,  He  often  travels  twelve  or  fourteen  miles,  and 

fometimes  farther,  to  vifit  a  fick  perfon,  and  fpares  no  pains - 

m  the  nation  which  the  providence  of  God  has  called  him  to 
fill. 


A  S  I  A. 

•  RUiSTS7Ijf  °Ur  Brethren  at  Sarepta,  on  the  banks  of  the? 
river  Volga,  near  Aftracan,  in  Afiatic  Ruffia  (a  fettlement 
niaue  chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  propagation  of  the  yofpel 
among  the  Tartar  tribes  in  that  neighbourhood),  keep  up 
an  uninterrupted  brotherly  intercourfe  with  the  parifh  minifters 
of  feveral  German  colonies,  eftablilhed  on  the  fame  fiver 
who  are  faithful  and  zealous  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  have 
formed  considerable  focieties  among  their  parifhioners.  Thefe 
Clergy  fend  their  reports  to  the  Conference  at  Herrnhut. 

I  have  thus  briefly  ftated  what  I  know  refpe£tin'>-  the  im¬ 
portant  matter  in  cjueftion,  for  it  is  truly  important,  and 
he^rt  reviving  to  us,  though  of  different  perfualions, 

to 
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to  know  that  the  Lord  Jefus  is,  adored  as  the  Saviour  in  many 
lands  and  nations.  And  I  moft  cordially  join  you  in  ycttir 
fervent  wiflies  for  a  glorious  and  rapid  increafe  of  his  king- 

dm  on  earth,  being  ' 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  yours. 

C.  J.  LATROBE. 

AFRICA. 

Letters  from  two  Negro  Brethren,  viz.  the  Pallor  and  Elder 
of  the  Baptift  Church  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Sierra  Leone.  Freetoivny  Nov.  12,  1794.  (Extraff) 

Dear  Brother  Rippon,  I  am  forry  to  inform  you,  that 
on  Sunday,  the  28th  of  Sept,  about  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  there  came  into  our  harbour,  under  Englilh  colours, 
a  French  fleet  confiding  of  feven  fail :  one  ihip  of  fifty 
guns,  two  frigates,  two  brigs,  and  two  {hips  oi  twenty  guns. 
We  thought  they  were  our  friends  until  they  came  up  a- 
bread  of  "the  town.  But  without  fending  in  any  meffage; 
they  poured  a  broad-fide  upon  the  town.  At  the  fird  fire 
the  governor  ordered  the  colours  to  be  druck,  but  it  pre¬ 
vailed  nothing.  They  kept  up  a  condant  fire  for  the  fpace 
of  an  hour  and  half.  The  people  had  not  time  to  take  with 
them  fo  much  as  their  clothes,  but  Whites  and  Blacks  were 
oblieed  to  run  back  into  the  mountains.  The  French  landed 
and  plundered  our  houfes  of  all  that  we  had  ;  broke  and  de~ 
droyed  every  thing.  They  burned  all  the  Company’s  dores, 
and  every  houfe  that  the  Company  had  in  the  colony;  the 
church  in  which  Mr.  Horne  ufed  to  preach,  and  all  the  build¬ 
ings  ;  dedroved  the  cannon,  killed  all  the  cattle,  hogs,  goats, 
iheep  and  fowls.  They  burned  but  fix  of  the  fettlers  houfes ; 
yet  they  have  left  us  in  a  bad  condition.  In  all  the  firing  they 
killed  but  one  child,  about  feven  years  old,  and  wounded  four 
more.  One  man  and  one  woman  had  their  legs  fhot  off ; 
fhe  is  fince  dead  with  her  wound  ;  the  others  are  like  to  do 
well.  In  all  this  I  fee  the  hand  of  God.  It  was  his  mercy 
that  there  were  not  a  greater  number  of  the  people  killed,5 
for  thinking  that  our  friends  were  coming,  all  went  to  fee  the 
fleet,  and  were  at  the  water  fide  in  multitudes  when  they  fired 
on  the  town.  As  they  took  away  all  the  clothes  from  every 
body,  whites  and  blacks,  fo  they  ffripped  me  among  the  reff, 
of  all  my  clothes;  they  did  not  leave  me  a  fecond  fhirt  to 
my  back.  My  wife  and  children  were  almoff  naked.  Sir, 
will  you  be  pleated  to  lay  it  before  our  Brothers,  and  before 
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rJi  the  Baptift  churches  in  London.  I  would  be  very  glad  if 
they  will  consider  me  in  my  condition,  and  will  fesd  me  fome 
oi-a  clothes  \  it  it  be  ever  lo  coarfe  I  will  be  thankful.  IVIy 
family  is  well,  audio  is  my  congregation  $  and  we  all,  with 
one  heart  pray  that  God  would  fanfiify  his  hand  to  us.  We 
beg  the  earneft  prayers  of  all  Chrift’s  people,  in  particular  our 
Lap i lit  bromeis  and  fillers  in  London,  1  remain  your  Bro-=> 
thcr  in  Godo 


DAVID  GEORGE. 


I  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  acquaint  you,  .that  we  had 
a  fine  paflage,  and  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  in  32  days  from 
Portfmouth.  We  got  fight  of  land  in  the  evening,  but  it  being 
foggy,  we  came  to  anchor,  thinking  to  breakfaft  on  fhore 
the  next  morning.  In  the  morning,  all  in  high  fpirits,  we 
failed  into  the  harbour,  but  to  our  great  mortification  there 
lay  a  French  fleet  under  Englifh  colours,  three  of  which  got 
hnder  way  and  chafed  us  out  to  fea®:  we  out  failed  them  fome 
hours,  but  the  wind  dying  away,  they  came  up  with  us  in 
the  evening,  and  fired  two  broadfides  into  the  Harpy,  which 
obliged  us  to  ftrike.  They  then  boarded  us,  and  took  the 
Captain  and  half  the  Blip’s  company,  with  myfelf,  on  board 
one  of  the  French  fhips.  While  we  were  prifoners  they 
robbed  me  of  all  I  had ;  they  even  took  my  hat  off  my  head, 
and  the  next  day  they  fet  me  on  fhore ;  but  the  town  was 
deferred.  The  inhabitants  had  all  fled  into  the  woods  for 
fafety,  and  left  the  French  in  full  pofTeffion  of  the  place. 
When  they  had  plundered  us  of  all  they  chofe,  they  burned 
the  reff,  with  the  town  befides,  and  all  the  fhips  in  the  har¬ 
bour.  After  a  deal  of  fearching,  I  found  my  wife  and  family 
all  well,  confidenng  their  fituation.  I  am  happy  to  think  I 
brought  nothing  more  for  our  meeeting-houfe,  as  I  have  loll 
all  the  papers,  etc.  We  have  concluded  to  flay  till  we  hear 
from  the  Sierra  Leone  Company.  I  fhall  efteem  it  a  favour 
if  you  will  fend  me  a  Hymn  and  Pfalm  Book,  large  print, 
for  the  French  have  got  my  fpectacles,  and  my  eyes  are  dim. 
Pray  remember  me  to  the  feveral  minifters,  and  to  their  con¬ 
gregations.  With  all  my  Ioffes,  I  have  not  loft  the  love  of 
God  in  my  foul ;  and  l  ardently  beg  the  brethren  will  pray 
for  me.  Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  CUTHBER T. 


Mr.  John  Cuthbert,  vvnofe  fignature  appears  above,  is  the 
amiable  negro,  who,  in  company  with  Mr.  Rippon,  vifited  the 
Brethren  lalt  year  at  Briftql  and  Bath.  The  benevolent  Gentle¬ 
men  who  have  communicated  to  the  negro  churches  of  the  Baptift 
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denomination  abroad,  will  be  gratified  to  hear,  that,  when  Mr. 
Cuthbert  was  ftripped,  returning  to  Sierra  Leone,^  he  loit  bun 
very  little  belonging  to  the  church,  except  the  nails  and  iron 
work  which  were  to  be  ufed  in  building  their  place  of  worship. 
Before  he  left  London,  a  plan  was  given  him  for  the  meeting- 
houfe,  and  he  was  offered,  out  of  the  colle&ions,  one  or  two 
hundred  pounds  towards  the  execution  of  it ;  but,  providentially* 
lie  declined  carrying  any  quantity  of  money  with  him,  faying 
repeatedly,  *4  I  may  be  taken  by  the  Frencn*  1  o  this  circum- 
fiance  he  refers  in  his  letter,  when  iTe  fays.  He  is  happy  to  think 
that  he  took  no  more  for  the  meeting^-houfe  with  him.  I  he 
principal  papers  he  loft  related  to  a  deed  of  trull  for  the  meeting- 
houfe,  with  inflru&ions  to  draw  for  a  certain  fum  of  money  un¬ 
der  the  regulations  prescribed. 

After  the  above  explanations,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  in- 
fert  the  fubfequent  extracts  chiefly  made  Lorn  the  report  of  tne 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  of  Proprietors,  delivered  on  Feb.  26,  1795° 

“  The  Directors  have  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  com¬ 
mander  of  this  fquadron  may  not  have  received  any  regular  com- 
miffion  from  the  prefent  French  Convention  ;  and  that  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  it  may  have  been  made  on  the  fpeculation  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals  (fome  of  them  Have  traders)  ading  as  owners  of  priva¬ 
teers,  and  not  declaring  the  particular  object  of  its  deftination.” 

Many  things  confpired  towards  the  cataftrophe.  The  Have 
traders  dilliked  the  fettlement,  as  inimical  to  their  traffic.  44  One 
Newell,  an  American  Have  captain,  who  had  before  had  a  dii* 
pute  with  the  Governor,  piloted  the  French  veffels  into  the  river. 
He  was  joined  by  another  American,  a  {lave  trader,  of  the  name 
of  Mariner,  who  appears  to  have  prejudiced  the  minds  of  the 
French,  and  was  heard  vowing  deftruftion  to  the  place,  and  every 
individual  in  it,  if  fome  run-away  Haves  of  a  perfon  with  whom 
he  had  lived,  were  not  reftored.  He  alfo  related  how  the  let- 
tiers  had  formerly  followed  him  into  his  boats  with  Hones ;  but 
nozvy  /aid  he,  I  Jh all  glut  myfelf  with  revenge And  in  the  dii- 
trefs,  4 4  Leman,  a  black  fettler,  who  had  been  fome  time  before 
imprifoned  for  felling  a  man  as  a  Have,”  helped  on  the  plunder, 
and  was  feen  exulting  ff  in  a  laced  fuit  of  clothes,  intended  for 
one  of  the  African  chiefs. ” 

On  their  landing,  the  French  feemed  to  have  no  intention  to 
make  depredations  on  any  of  the  free  negroes.  44  The  captain 
faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  burn  every  houfe  in  the  place 
belonging  to  Englijhmen But  he  made  “  ftrong  proteftations 
of  his  friendly  intentions  with  refped  to  the  Blacks  and  gave 
“  a  folcmn  afturance  that  the  fettlers  houfes  fhould  be  faved  from 
fire.”  So  that  the  attack,  as  far  as  the  French  had  any  hand 
in  it,  was  made  againft  the  colony  at  Sierra  Leone,  under  the 
idea  of  its  being  an  Englifb  trading  company.  But  the  Commo¬ 
dore  faid  from  the  beginning,  cc  That,  if  the  feamen  and  foldiers 
were  difpofed  to  plunder,  he  could  not  prevent  them.”  And 
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hence,  in  the  devaluation,  little  diftimfrion  was  made  betweed 
the  property  of  the  company  and  their  fervants,  and  the  effefts 
of  the  free  negroes,  except  in  one  inftance— the  conflagration 
was  extended  to  the  buildings  of  the  company  /*  general,  but 
there  were  only fix  of  the  settlers  Houses  burned  * 

,  ..  .  the  French  fquadron  had  formed  no  plan  hoftile  to  the 
reltoity  of  the  negroes,  but  rather  the  contrary,  is  probable:  for, 
previous  to  them  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  they  had  deftroyed  the 
jlaut  failory  of  the  Ifles  de  Los  ;  and,  after  their  departure  from 
Freetown,  they  ‘‘liberated  600  Haves;”  who,  unhappily,  were 
by  the  natives  again  reduced  into  fredi  captivity. 

.  whole,  diitreffing  as  the  Providence  of  God  has  been, 

it  may  be  hoped,  in  this  inftance  alfo,  that  the  wrath  of  man  (hall 
praije  him.  For  “  the  Governor  and  Council  date,  in  abatement 
of  the  Calamity,  that  fome  good,  effehls  may  be  confidered  as  re- 
siting  from  it.  The  late  events  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
Nova  Scotians  f  to  their  own  folly,  in  having  contended  for  the 
ground  neared  the  water  fide,  to  the  negleft  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  more  didant  and  mountainous  parts  They  even  remark, 

the  improvement  about  to  take  place  in  the  moun* 
tains  during  the  enfuing  dry  feafon,  feems  likely  to  be  as  great 

and  important,  as  the  detriment  which  has  been  recently  done 
to  the  town.” 


And  the  Dire&ors  farther  report,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
expedition  of  the  French  fquadron,  “  the  fave  trade  is  faid  to 
have  leceived  a  condderable  blow  j  the  whole  of  the  property 
already  known  to  be  captured  and  dedroyed  by  it,  being  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  f  qoo,ooo,  of  which  much  the  greater  part  was 
engaged  in  that  pernicious  traffic.  Some  commercial  advan¬ 
tages,  as  well  as  opportunities  of  increafing  the  company’s  in¬ 
fluence,  may  poffibly  be  the  confequence  "of  this  dedtti&ion  of 
European  property  on  the  neighbouring  coad.” 

When  the  intelligence  arrived  in  London,  u  the  Directors 
loft  no  time  in  difpatching  two  fmall  vedels  to  the  fettlement  - 
each  carrying  an  alfortment  of  necefiaries  for  its  confumption* 
They  were  alfo  able  to  embark  a  few  material  articles  on  board 
their  fhip  the  Amy,  which  happened  to  be  detained  at  Plymouth, 
and  which  had  already  in  her  a  fmall  quantity  of  goods  for 
trade.”  Mr.  Dawe’s,  two  years  Governor  of  the  colony,  who 
had  been  induced  by  the  date  of  his  health,  and  the  circumdances 
of  his  family,  to  think  of  retiring  from  his  dation,  failed  in  the 
above  vedel,  giving  another  proof  of  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  at  a  crids  which  renders  his  prefence 
very  defirable. 


*  Whether  thefe  houfes  were  dedroyed  by  accident,  or  delign,  we 
have  not  yet  been  informed.  Editor. 

f  Thefe  free  blacks  are  here  called  Nova  Scotians  becaufe  they  cam# 
from  Nova  Scotia. 


\ 


(  2I9  ) 

A  L  I  S  T 

OF  SOME  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  LATELY 
PUBLISHED  BY  THE  BAPTISTS. 

A 

Anonymous,  by  a  LadY. 

Amufem’ent  Hall  ;  or,  an  cafy  Introduction  to  the  at.ninment 
of  Ufeful  Knowledge  ;  with  an  elegant  frontispiece 

In  Works  of-  learned  Labour  let  the  Men, 

With  their  fuperior  Pow’rs,  employ  the  Pen, 

And  hidden  Truths  explore  Tis  our  Defign 
Inftrutt’on  with  Amufement  to  combine, 

Pleafure  with  ufeful  Knowledge  to  unite. 

And  yield  at  once  Improvement  and  Delight. 

i2mo.  pp.  140.  Price  2s.  6d.  bound,  1794. 

Sold  bv  Gardiner,  Button,  and  Martin,  London, 

B 

Rev.  Thomas  Bald w  1  n,  A.  M.  Boftbrt,  N.  A. 

A  Brief  Vindication  of  the  particular  Communion  of  the  Baptid 
Churches ;  being  a  Reply  to  the  Remarks  of  the  Rev.  Noah 
Worcefter,  A.  B.  in  his  Friendly  Letter  to  the  Author  ;  wherein 
the  Subjeft  and  Mode  of  Baptifm  are  particularly  conft- 
dered.  Second  edition,  izmo.  pp.  96,  1794.  Sold  by  Man¬ 
ning  and  Lorirlg,  Bofton. 

'  * 

Rev.  Isaiah  Birt,  Plymouth  Dock. 

A  Vindication  of  the  Baptifts,  in  Three  Letters,  addrefTed  to  a 
Friend  at  Saltafh.  i2md.  pp.  30. 

Cottle,  James,  and  Rofe,  BriftoJ. 

Rev.  James  Bicheno,  Newbury. 

The  Signs  of  the  Times;  or  the  Overthrow  of  the  Papal  Ty¬ 
ranny  in  France,  the  Prelude  of  Deftrudlion  to  Popery  and 
Defpotifm,  but  of  Peace  to  Mankind.  Part  the  Second.  With 
an  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain.  8vo.  pp.  71.  1794. 
Price  is.  6d.  Sold  by  Parfons,  London. 

Rev.  Lemuel  Burkitt,  North  Carolina. 

An  Abridgement  of  Englifh  Grammar,  partly  extracted.  from 
Eminent  and  approved  Authors,  with  Obfervations  entirely 
new.  8vo.  pp.  71.  Quarter  of  a  dollar.  Sold  by  the  Author, 

*  An  extra#  from  this  pleafing  piece  would  have  adorned  the  page 
on  which  it  is  advertifed,  had  the  narrow  limits  of  the  Regifter  per¬ 
mitted  it ;  but  the  quantity  of  matter  on  hand  forbids  the  pleafure,  and 
alfo  the  admiflion  of  any  thing  more  into  this  Number,  relative  to  books* 
than  a  bare  mention  of  the  titles  of  the  pieces  which  are  infeited. 
If  any  .work  is  omitted,  in  the  lift,  it  is  becaufe  it  has  not  been  duly 
forwarded,  free  of  expence,  to  the  Editor. 

R*, 2  Rev. 
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Rev.  1  ho  mas  Dunn,  Newport,  Rhode-Ifland. 

Emigrant  from  England. 

A  Difcourfe  delivered  in  the  New  Dutch  Church,  NafTau-fireet 
on  1  uefday  the  21  It  of  October,  1794,  before  the  New- 
York  Society  for  the  Information  and  Aftidance  of  Perfon: 
emigrating  from  Foreign  Countries.  Text,  Exod.  xxiii. 

1 e  know  the  heart  of  a  ft  ranger,  feeing  ye  *were  ft  rangers  in 
land  of  Egypt.  8vo.  pp.  28*  Wayland,  New  York. 


Rev.  John  Evans,  A.  M.  London. 

1.  A  Sketch  of  the  feveral  Denominations  into  which  the 
Chridian  World  is  divided,  accompanied  with  a  perfuafiou 
to  religious  moderation.  8vo.  Price  is. 

The  great  leffon  which  every  feet  ought  to  learn  from  the  hiftory 
of  the  church,  is  Moderation.  Watsov,  Bifhop  of  Landaff. 

2.  Juvenile  Pieces,  defigned  for  the  Youth  of  both  Sexes.  Second 
edition,  enlarged,  with  an  elegant  Frontifpiece.  Price  2*.  6d. 
fewedt  On  fine  wove  paper,  and  hot  prefTed.  3s.  fewed. 

Crofby,  London. 


H 

^  Rev.  W.  W.  Horne,  Tibenham,  Norfolk. 

New  Songs  of  Zion;  or,  fhort  Hymns  colleded  from  the 
Sciiptures  of  the  Old  Eeftament.  8vo.  pp.  1 1 2.  Price  ditched, 
is.  6d.  Sold  by  the  Author,  and  by  Mathews,  London. 

K 

Rev.  John  Knott,  Chatham. 

The  diftiftguifhing  Principles  and  Practice  of  the  Baptifts 
vindicated;  in  Seven  Dialogues;  or,  an  Anfwer  to  Mr. 
Shrubfole’s  Plain  Chridian  Shepherd’s  Defence  of  his  Flock, 
Svo.  pp.  63.  Price  is.  Button,  London. 


L 

Rev.  Thomas  Lang  don,  Leeds. 

File  Obligations  of  Chriftians  to  fupport  a  Converfation  becom¬ 
ing  the  Goifpel.  A  fermon  preached  to  a  Congregation  of 
Proteftant  Diflenters  in  Hull,  Feb.  8,  1795,  on  occafion  of 
their  forming  themfelves  into  a  Chriftian  Society,  under  the 
paftoral  care  of  the  Rev.  William  Pendered, 

Rawfon,  Hull;  Binns,  Leeds ;  Vernor,  Johnfon,  and  Thomas, 

London. 

Rev.  Elias  Lee,  Ridgfield,  America. 

4  he  DifToltmon  of  Earthly  Monarchies,  the  Bownfal  of  Anti- 
thrift,  and  tne  full  Ddplay  of  Zion’s  King.  A  fermon  deli¬ 
vered 


A  LIST  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS,  1794* 


221 


vcred  to  the  Baptift  Church,  in  Ridgfield,  March ,  l,  1794-* 
Text,  i  Tim.  vi.  15.  Which  in  his  times  he  Jhall  Jhetv,  who 
is  the  bUJfed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords .  3vo.  pp.  28.  '  Douglas,  Danbury. 

M 

Committee  of  the  Baptist  Mission. 

Num.  1.  Periodical  Accounts  relative  to  a  Society  formed 
among  the  Particular  Bapiifts,  for  propagating  the  Gofpel 
among  the  Heathen.  8vo.  pp.  84.  Price  is. 

Sold  by°  Button  and  Thomas,  London  ;  and  to  be  had  of  the 
Baptift  Minifters  in  moft  of  the  principal  towns  in  the 

kingdom. 

Rev.  Samuel  Pearce,  A.  M.  Birmingham. 

The  Scripture  Do&rine  of  Chriftian  Baptifm,  with  fome  Hifto- 
rical  Remarks  on  that  Subjea,  in  a  fermon  preached  April 
20,  1794,  at  the  Baptifm  of  twelve  perfons,  on  a  profeffion 
of’  Faith  and  Repentance,  at  the  Baptift  Meeting-houfe,  in 
Harvey-lane,  Leicefter.  Pubiiftied  at  the  unanimous  Requeft  of 
the  Church,  and  many  individuals  in  the  Congregation.  Text, 
Ads  xxviii.  22.  But  vye  defire  to  hear  of  thee,  what  thou 
ph  inleft  ;  for  as  concerning  this  ' Jed,  nve  knozo  that  every  where 

it  is  fp often  againft.  l2mo.  pp.  56. 

Button  and  Thomas,  London  ;  and  at  the  veftry  of  Cannon-ftreet 

Meeting,  Birmingham. 

R 

Rev.  William  Richards,  A.  M.  Lynn. 

Member  of  the  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery. 

1.  Refle&ions  on  French  Atheifm,  and  on  Englifti  Chriftianity . 
Second  edition.  8vo.  pp.  36*  Price  is. 

2.  Food  for  a  Fail-day  ;  or,  a  few  Seafonable  Hints  for  the  ufe 
of  thofe  good  people  who  believe  in  the  propriety  and  effi¬ 
cacy  of  Public  Fails,  and  who  intend  to  obferve  the  25th  of 
February  1795,  as  a  Fail-day.  8vo.  pp.  20.  Price  6d. 

Jordan,  London  ;  Flower,  Cambridge  ;  March,  Norwich;  Rofs, 

Carmarthen. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rifpon,  London. 

An  elegant  Engraving  of  a  Geographical  Clock,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  Names  and  Situations  of  all  the  moil  remarkable 
Places  in  the  V/jrld :  and  exhibits,  at  one  View,  the  Time  of 
Day  or  Night  at  all  thofe  Places  round  the  Globe.  With  it  is 
delivered  a  familiar  Defcription  of  its  Ufe,  and  a  copious 
alphabetical  Index,  by  which  any  Place  may  be  readily  found, 
and  its  Longitude  and  Latitude  afcertained.  Price  2s. 

Sold  by  the  Author,  Thomas  Rippon,  Drawing-Office,  Bank 
of  England;  and  by  Mr.  Turner,  No  13,  Cornhill,  London. 

R.  2  Rev. 
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Rev.  John  Ryland,  D.  D.  Briftol. 

The  certain  Increafe  of  the  Glory  and  Kingdom  of  lefus  A 

FTune  irh  on  vJednrfday 

Afl-  •  ?■’  u-a  1  /94»  at  £he  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptift 

Allocution  ;  publilhed  at  the  requeft  of  the  Church  at  Cha  d 

and  others  who  heard  it.  Text  Tohn  iii 

Svo.  pp.  36.  Price  6d.  ’ J  3  H  mufl  tncreaJ‘- 

Brown,  Cottle,  and  James,  Briftol ;  Button  and  Thomas,  London. 

T 

1  Th»  T^ev>  Jps.HUA  Toulmin,  A.  M.  Taunton. 

1.  A-  Immutability  of  God,  and  the  Trials  of  ChrifPs  Mini- 
ltry;  represented  in  two  fermons  preached  at  Effex  Chanel 

" s «. p.biSd t 

earneit  requeit.  bvo.  pp.  49.  Price  is. 

2.  The  Character  and  Hope  of  the  Righteous;  reprefented  in 
a  iermon  preached  at  Collumpton,  Devon,  on  the  21ft  of 
beptemher  1794  ;  on  occafion  of  the  much  lamented  death  of 

the  SriUtK  w}*0  deParted  this  life,  September 

,  '5  ';.  ln.  ,^e  fixty-fourth  year  of  his  age;  to  which  is 
added,  tne  Addrefs  at  the  Interment.  8vo.  pp.  38.  Price  od. 
V\  oojmer,  Lxon  ;  Johnfon,  London. 

J.  The  Hifto  ry  of  the  Puritans,  or  Proteftant  Nonconformifts, 
from  the  Reformation  to  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth:  with 
an  Account  of  their  Principles ;  their  Attempts  for  a  further 
Reformation  in  the  Church  ;  their  Sufferings  ;  and  the  Lives 
and  Charafters  of  their  moll  conliderable  Divines.  Bv 
Daniel  Neal,  A.  M.  Volume  the  II.  A  new  edition, 
reviled,  correcfted  and  enlarged,  by  Joshua  Toulmin, 
A.  M.  1794.  Diily,  London. 

Rev.  Zenas  Trivett,  Langham,  Effex. 

A  Scheme  of  Chronology  reprefenting  at  one  View,  the  Times  of 
the  Prophets ,  and  bow  long  they  Prophejied. 

In  order  to  under  ft  and  the  true  meaning  of  a  prophet,  it  is  of 
great  importance  to  know  the  time  when  he  prophefied. 

This  is  a  beautifully  engraved  fliept.  Price  6d. 

Sqld  by  the  Author,  and  by  Darton  apd  Harvey,  London, 

Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  A.  M.  Abingdon. 

I.  The  gathering  of  the  People  tp  Chrift  conlideped  in  a  fermon 
preached  atPIenIey-upon-Thames,at  an  alfociation  of  minifters, 
June  the  24th,  1794,  Text,  Gen.  xlix.  10.  And  to  him  (hall 
the  gathering  of  the  people  be,  8vo.  pp.  31.  Price  6d. 

^  in  Seafon,  addrefled  to  all  ferious  Chriftians,  upon 

the  Necedity  and  Importance  of  uniting  their  humble  and 
earned  Supplications  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  on  account  of 
National  Sins  and  Calamities,  nmo.  pp.  12.  Price  is.  6d, 
for  25,  or  5s.  per  hundred.  Knott,  London. 
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Rev.  Joshua  Wood,  Sallendine  Nook ,  York, 


ON  September  6,  1794,  died  the  Rev.  Jofhua  Wo°ci» 
Baptift  Minifter  at  Sallendine  Nook,  near  Huddersfield, 
Yorkfhire.  The  following  particulars,  however  defective^ 

I  hope  will  be  acceptable  to  fome  of  your  readers. 

He  was  born  in  the  month  of  Oftober  1734.  His  father, 
JVIr.  David  Wood,  was  a  reputable  man  in  the  corn  trade  at 
Leeds.  He  was  of  the  Prefbyterian  perfuafion,  kept  up  tne 
worfhip  of  God  in  his  family,  and  governed  his  domett ics 
with  anfwerable  decorum  and  proprieiy.  His  ion  Joihua  was 
kept  at  fchool  till  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  being  poi- 
fetted  of  good  natural  abilities,  and  a  love  of  learning,  his 
prog refs  was  pretty  con  fid.er  able.  He  was  then  taken  into 
his  father’s  counting -houfe,  and  occafionally  aiiitted  in  0  ber 
branches  of  the  bufinefs.  His  mother,  about  this  period,  be¬ 
gun  to  hear  thofe  minifters  who  are  commonly  dittinguilhed 
by  the  name  of  Methodifts.  Her  fon  Jofhua  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  her  j  and  it  pleafed  God  to  make  ufe  of  their 
preaching  for  the  awakening  of  his  mind  to  a  fen le  of  his  lolt 
condition  as  a  firmer,  and  his  need  of  the  falvation  which  is  in 
Tefus  Chrift.  He  begun  to  make  a  public  profemon  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  about  the  age  of  feventeen,  when  he  joined  Mr. 
Wdley’s  fociety  at  Leeds. 

But  having  an  opportunity  of  hearing  that  eminent  fervant 
of  Chrift,  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  his  views  of  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  fyftem  were  enlarged ;  he  embraced  the  doctrines  com¬ 
monly  called  Calviniftic,  and,  in  confequence  of  this  change 
in  his  fentiments,  left  the  fociety  above  named. 

Mr.  Wood’s  advancement  in  knowledge  and  piety  was 
fuch,  that  about  his  20th  year  his  friends  thought  him  qualified 
for  public  ufefulnefs,  and  encouraged  him  to  make  trial  of  his 
gifts  in  preaching.  The  bufinefs  of  the  counting-houfe  did  not 
fuit  his  turn  of  mind.  He  had  all  along  a  ftrong  bias  to 
learning,  and  the  acquifition  of  religious  knowledge.  He 
therefore  left  his  father’s  houfe,  and  refided  for  about  twelve 
months  at  Shipley,  during  which  period  he  frequently  preached 
at  Idle,  near  Bradford,  and  at  other  places.  But  returning  to 
Leeds  he  was  admitted  a  member,  and  an  affiftant  preacher 
of  the  Society  of  Independents,  under  the  care  of  the  late 

Rev. 
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c°",h“d  in  rda,ion  - «*- 

iTcacher^nh  Hf‘df  HS  ejnPloyment  as  an  occafioijal 

well  nm'ifi  If1,  l1-00  atpse4s>  and  it  appears  that  he  was 

P’-e-ich  to  nr  01  tn‘S  Provinte-  But  having  an  invitation  to 

Sin  ?n  C°ngreSatlT’  ”ho  Wfuall y  aflembled  for  divine 

moved  rifttht  m  f  -e  Angcl~yard,  in  Wakefield,  he  re- 
ved  thither,  incompliance  with  their  felicitations. 

vinced ’"fw  ',0n,t,nUerd  at  Wakefield,  Mr.  Wood  was  con- 
,  ■r  ’  tn.a.t  1  le  haptifm  of  believers  by  immerfion  is  the  one 
b.ptifm  wmch  wasinftitnted  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  pradifed  oy 
,.  P“”'es  and  £he  primitive  churches.  After  fome  hefita- 

rrfo!vSVlnleXamifed-tiiefubjea.  W‘th  C°o1  deliberation,  he 
comnl  5  ^  t-r  Jkcnfice  he  might  make  in  fo  doing,  to 

firiniyKh  ?C  ordl,’ance-  He  accordingly  fignified  his  de- 
hie  of  being  baptized  to  the  late  Mr.  Hartley  of  Haworth. 

a-heT  C”btfree,  of  Bradford.  They  gave  him  the  meeting 
a.  the  home  of  the  writer  of  this  article,  where  Mr.  Wood 

communicated  a  very  pleafing  account  of  the  Lord’s  dealings 
with  him,  o,  his  faith  in  Chrift,  and  views  of  the  gofpel,  and 
was  baptized  the  fame  day.  b  F 

The  Baptift  church  at  Halifax  being  then  deftitute  of  a 
minuter  invited  Mr.  Wood  to  preach  to  them.  His  labours 
gave  general  fatisFaftion,  and  he  had  an  honourable  difmiffion 
from  the  church  at  Leeds,  figned  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  others, 
in  the  year  1760  he  was  ordained  paftor.  Mr.  Hartley  deli¬ 
vered  an  excellent  charge  on  the  occafion,  and  Mr.  Crabtree 

preached  to  the  people  with  much  affetlion,  ferjoufnefs,  and 
propriety. 

He  continued  at  Halifax  till  the  year  1770,  and  was  after- 
wards  recommended,  by  the  Rev.  John  Tommas  of  RriftoL 
pothe  church  at  Prefcott,  Devon.  He  went  to  this  people  in 
September  1771.  But,  as  he  found  at  length  that  there  were 
fome  in  the  church  who  would  not  agree  to  the  due  order  of 
the  Ooipej,  though  they  had  been  for  a  fufHcient  time  pofTe/Ted 
of  rules  which  he  had  drawn  up  for  their  confideration,  he 
could  not  remain  there  with  any  comfort ;  and  fo,  after  having 
ferved  there  upwards  of  twelve  months,  he  removed.  But 
his  labours  had  been  confiderably  blefFed  for  the  awake ni no-  of 
carelefs  fmners,  many  of  whom  were  baptized,  and  added  to 
the  church  after  his  removal. 

TThe  Baptift  intereff  at  ballcndine  Nook  had  been  in  a  very 
low  Rate.  For  a  long  courfe  of  years,  Mr.  Henry  Clayton, 
a  plain,  R®ady,  upright  man,  had  laboured  there  under  great 
d i  1  co u r age rn e n t s ,  and  with  little  appearance  of  fuccefs.  ^But 
that  good  man  had  the  happinefs  of  feeing  a  very  confiderable 

revival 
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revival  of  religion  in  his  congregation  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
life.  As  he  was  now  far  advanced  in  years,  and  attended  with 
infirmities,  he  made  the  motion  for  Mr.  Wood  to  be  invited 
to  come  and  fettle  in  that  neighbourhood,  as  an  aftiftant  to 
him.  Mr.  Wood  having  an  unanimous  call,  after  fome  time, 
complied  with  it,  and  was  received  into  the  family  of  Mr. 
Inghain  of  Lockwood,  where  he  was  generoufiy  entertained 
for  fome  years.  This  was  eventually  a  very  great  blefting 
to  the  fociety  and  congregation  at  Sallendine  Nook.  Mr* 
Clayton  and  Mr.  Wood  lived  in  peace  arid  harmony,  and 
affifted  each  other  in  the  public  fervices  of  the  fandfuary,  till 
the  good  old  man  finifhed  his  labours  and  his  pilgrimage  on 
earth,  and  went  to  take  pofiellion  of  the  promifed  inheritance 
in  heaven,  for  which  he  had  long  been  patiently  waiting. 

At  Mr.  Clayton’s  deceafe,  Mr.  Wood,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  church,  took  the  whole  charge  of  them  upon  himfelf,  and 
{continued  in  his  relation  to  them  with  reputation  and  honour, 
till  it  pleafed  God  to  call  him  home. 

H*s  confutation  was  rather  delicate  and  feeble ;  he  was 
often  under  affliction,  and  yet  but  feldom  fo  far  indifpofed  as 
to  be  rendered  incapaple  of  attending  to  his  ufual  exercifes  in 
the  pulpit.  His  health  vifibly  declined  for  about  a  year  before 
he  died  ;  but  fuch  was  his  regard  for  the  great  work  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  that  he  preached  twice  to  his  dear  people  the 
Sabbath  but  one  before  he  went  to  reft.  His  labours  were 
greatly  owned  among  them,  and  he  was  highly  efteemed 
by  them  for  his  work’s  fake.  His  zeal  for  God,  and  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  the  fouls  of  men,  were  obferved  by 
his  people  to  increafe  more  anil  more,  as  he  drew  nearer  to 
the  clofe  of  his  life. 

During  fome  of  the  laft  days  of  his  illnefs,  he  was  fo  weak, 
that  he  was  fcarcely  able  to  converfe  with  his  friends.  But 
his  mind  was  calm  and  ferene  in  the  profpedt  of  his  end.  He 
faid  to  fome,  who  were  lamenting  to  think  of  the  probability 
of  his  being  foon  taken  from  them,  a  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  fee  the  weaknefs  and  inftability  of  man,  to  know  that  fal- 
vation  is  entirely  by  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  be 
fatisfied  refpedting  my  own  intereft  in  thatfalvation.  Heaven 
is  the  place  I  have  been  praying  and  longing  for  thefe  forty 
years,  and  why  fhould  I  ftart  back  at  the  near  profpeeft  of 
entering  into  it,?”  If  it  were  the  will  of  God  that  he  Ihould 
be  fpared  to  be  a  little  longer  ufeful,  he  was  refigned;  but  if 
it  pleafed  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  life  and  death  to  remove 
him,  he  faid,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  die.  Thus  good 
Dr.  Watts,  when  on  the  bed  of  languifliing,  was  afked  by 
one  of  his  friends,  how  it  was  with  him  ?  he  anfwered,  “  I 
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am  waiting  for  God’s  permiffion  to  die.”  This  happy  flats 
of  mind  was  particularly  exemplified  in  our  worthy  friend, 
i  he  fervant  who  attended  him  happening  at  one  time  to  hear 
him  with  fome  emphafis  repeat  thele  words,  u  I  am  ready,  I 
am  ready,”  ihe  ftepped  to  him,  and  foftly  enquired,  for  what 
he  was  ready  ?  He  anfwered,  u  I  am  ready  to  die  !”  In  this 
ftate  of  compofure  and  tranquillity  he  refigned  his  foul  into 
the  hands  of  his  Redeemer.  Fie  was  buried  at  Sallendine 
Nook  on  the  10th  of  September,  and  his  funeral  fermon  was 
preached  by  brother  Hartley  of  Hallifax,  the  Sabbath  next  but 
one  following,  from  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  2  Tim.  iv. 
7,  8.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight ,  I  have  finijhed  my  courfe^  1 
have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
cf  right eoujncjsy  which  the  Lord ,  the  righteous  fudge ,  Jhall 
give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only ,  but  unto  all  them  alfio 
that  love  his  appearing .  This  text  had  been  much  in  his 
thoughts  during  his  ficknefs.  The  whole  of  it  afforded  him 
refreshment  and  confolation;  but  he  often  repeated  the  latter 
part  of  it  with  great  emotion,  Not  to  me  only ,  but  to  all  them 
aljo  that  love  his  appearing.  The  dodfrines  of  the  Gofpel  in 
general,  which  he  had  maintained  and  preached  in  life  and 
health,  were  his  comfort  in  ficknefs,  and  in  the  hour  of  death. 

The  life  of  this  good  man  was  fo  uniformly  circumfpedf, 
and  exemplary,  that  he  might  be  faid  to  have  had  a  good  report 
of  all  men ,  and  of  the  truth  itfelf  In  his  private  conduct,  he 
was  peaceable  and  benevolent ;  and,  making  allowance  for  the 
infirmities  incident  to  human  nature,  in  every  view  highly 
refpe&able.  He  was  fo  fteady  in  his  attachment  to  what  he 
believed  to  be  right,  whether  in  principle  or  pra&ice,  that  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  deviate  from  it,  by  either  the  frowns 
or  the  fmiles  of  any  man  whatever.  i  his  was  a  diftinguifh- 
ing  feature  in  his  character. 

He  had  a  penetrating  genius,  his  judgment  was  remarkably 
corredt,  and  he  was  well  verfed  in  caluiftical  divinity.  Yet 
his  preaching  was  plain  and  practical,  efpecially  for  the  laid 
twenty  years  of  his  life.  During  this  period,  he  was  fully 
convinced  of  the  propriety  and  the  neceffity  of  a  minifterial 
addrefs  to  the  unconverted.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
after  he  had  this  convidfio n,  his  minifterial  labours  were  ren¬ 
dered  abundantly  more  fuccefsful  than  before,  in  turning  fin- 
ners  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God.  The  late  Prefident  Edwards  was  his  favourite  author. 
He  read  his  works  with  conitant  attention,  approbation,  and 
delight.  But  the  facred  Scriptures  were  his  chief  delight:  he 
read  them  in  their  originals,  and  ftudied  them  with  unwearied 

application.  He  wrote  his  fermons  almoft  at  length,  yet  he 
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never  made  ufe  of  notes  in  the  pulpit.  God  was  pleafed  to 
give  him  many  feals  of  his  miniftry,  who,  it  is  hoped,  will 
he  his  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Mr.  Wood  has  left  nothing  in  print  but  a  circular  letter,  ad- 
drefFed  to  the  Affociation,  ON  religious  zeal.  As  he  was 
never  married,  he  lived  in  a  great  meafure  exempted  from  do- 
meftic  cares,  and  devoted  his  life  to  ftudy  and  retirement.  I 
fhall  clofe  this  fhort  tribute  to  his  memory  with  the  admonition 
of  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  :  Remember  them  which  have 
the  rule  over  you ,  zvho  have  [poken  to  you  the  word  of  God ; 
whofe  faith  follow ,  confidering  the  end  of  their  converfationy 
Jefus  Chrift)  the  fame  yeferday ,  and  to  day ,  and  for  ever . 

John  Fawcett. 

Br early  Hall ',  Nov .  8,  1 7 94- 


Mr.  William  Brown,  Deacon  at  Afhford. 

Mr,  William  Brown  was  an  honourable  and  ufeful  mem*, 
ber  of  the  church  at  Afhford,  in  Kent,  for  near  forty-three 
years.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  lived  with  his  grand¬ 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  refiding  at  Shadoxhurft,  about  live 
miles  fi om  Afhford.  The  conduct  of  one  of  his  grandfather’s 
fervants,  who  was  a  very  pious  man,  and  a  member  of  the 
church,  led  him  frequently  to  think  within  himfelf  that  there 
was  fomething  excellent  in  this  man’s  religion ;  hence  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  go  to  Afhford,  and  hear  the  Bap  tiff:  minifler  on  the 
Sabbath-day.  Here  the  Lord  wras  pleafed  to  touch  his  heart, 
and  he  heard  to  profit.  The  fermon  that  was  firft  made  ufeful 
to  him  was  pleached  by  that  truly  excellent  man  Mr.  George 
Green,  for  many  years  a  beloved  paftor  of  Afhford  church, 
on  Hofea  xi.  8.  How  fhall  I  give  thee  up ,  Ephraim  ?  How 
fhall  1  deliver  thee ,  1  fra  el  ?  how  fhall  1  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 
how  fhall  I  fet  thee  as  Zehoim  ?  Aline  heart  is  turned  within 
me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together .  Soon  after  which,  he 
made  an  open  profeffion  of  the  name  of  Chrifl,  and  was  bap¬ 
tized  on  the  27th  of  December  17  51 ;  fince  which,  he  walked 
in  the  ways  of  God,  as  became  a  faint,  and  has  manifefted 
himfelf  an  humble,  peaceable,  and  holy  man.  His  fteady  and 
upright  conduct  drew  the  attention  of  the  church  to  him  many 
years  ago,  when  he  was  chofen  to  the  office  of  deacon.  In 
this  ftation  he  always  fhewed  himfelf  in  his  true  chara&er,  an 
HEALER  of  breaches.  Believing  that  harmony  in  a  fociety 
promotes  edification,  he  not  only  wifhed  for  peace,  but  fol¬ 
lowed  after  the  things  which  make  for  it.  His  heart  and  houfe 
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were  open  to  minifters,  and  to  all  ftrangers  who  vifited  the 
church ;  to  that  on  the  whole,  to  ufe  the  exprelTion  of  a  mi- 
nirter  belt  acquainted  with  him,  “  He  was  under  God,  the 
principal  pillar  of  the  church  and  congregation.” 

For  many  years  he  has  been  a  man  of  affliction.  Repeated 
fits  of  the  gout  had  greatly  weakened  his  conflitution,  2nd 
left  but  little  ftrength  of  nature  to  bear  a  violent  diarrhoea, 
which  feized  him  on  the  Tuefday  morning,  and  of  which  he 
died  the  Friday  following.  During  his  Gllnefs  he  was  re¬ 
markably  refigned ;  he  fteadily  looked  death  in  the  face,  and 
his  exit  was  truly  happy.  To  his  pallor,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Read,  he  frequently  exprefled  his  willingnefs  either  to  live 
or  die,  as  it  might  be  pleafing  to  God.  The  laft  time  Mr. 
Read  prayed  with  him,  was  on  the  evening  before  his  de¬ 
parture  ;  he  then  made  figns  to  have  his  head  moved  that  he 
might  hear,  and  by  the  motion  of  his  hands,  it  was  perceived 
that  he  joined  in  the  exercife.  To  a  friend  he  faid  foon  after 
“Iain  very  happy;”  and  the  laft  words  he  was  heard  to 
articulate  in  the  night  were,  Joy,  Jot.  He  ferenely  breathed 
out  his  foul  to  God  about  9  o’clock  of  the  morning,  Oft. 
3,  1794.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  at  the  time  of 
his  interment,  the  T'uefday  after,  from  Pfalm  xxiii.  4.  Tea 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Jhadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil ,  &c. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Reece, 

Late  wife  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Reece  paftor  of  the  Baprift 

church  at  Warwick . 

Mrs.  Recce  was  born  at  Warwick,  the  9th  of  November 
1737,  an^  Eft  this  tranfitory  world  on  Wednefday  morning, 
the  loth  of  December  1794,  aged  57.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hands,  many  years  an  alderman  of 
that  place.  When  in  London  (lie  foon  became  acquainted 

with  Mr.  M - n,  a  refpedfable  gentleman,  well  known  in 

the  religious  circles,  and  who  is  now  one  of  the  king’s  mef- 
fengers.  She  never  knew  him  fit  half  an  hour  in  his  houfe 
without  introducing  fpiritual  and  profitable  difeourfe.  He 
was  the  inftrument  of  leading  her  to  hear  the  gofpel,  and  to 
think  ferioully  of  her  eternal  welfare.  The  firfi:  fermon 
that  was  made  ufeful  to  her  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Decotlogon  at  the  Lock  Chapel.  She  thought  then 
that  there  was  not  fuch  a  minifler  upon  earth,  and  for  a 
confiderable  time  fhe  was  not  willing  to  hear  any  one  elfe. 
After  this,  when  the  providence  of  God  removed  her  to 
Greenwich,  where  (he  went  for  her  health,  (he  was  con¬ 
vinced 
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vinced  of  believer’s  baptifm  by  reading  the  word  of  God, 
joined  the  baptift  church  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Hutchins,  and  boarded  with  Mrs.  W — n,  who  was 
truly  religious,  and  of  a  moft  amiable  difpofition*  Being 
invited  to  the  funeral  of  her  mother  who  died  the  8th  of 
Aug.  1783,  fhe  went  to  Warwick.  In  eight  days  after,  her 
father  died.  When  he  was  buried  file  returned  to  Green¬ 
wich  to  fettle  her  affairs*  where  file  was  violently  feized 
with  her  old  complaint,  a  cancer  in  her  breaft ;  but  fhe  was 
reftored,  and  returned  to  Warwick  in  March  1784,  with  an 
intention  to  end  her  days  there.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Reece,  the 
baptift  minifter  of  that  place,  had  the  felicity  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  her ;  they  were  married  the  4th  of  July  1786* 
Thofe  who  knew  her,  thought  that  he  could  not  have  chofen 
a  more  fuitable  companion,  and  he  himfelf  fays,  that  not  a 
day  has  paffed  fmee  the  happy  union  took  place  without  his 
praifing  God  for  the  event.  Her  advice  was  wife  and  good* 
Her  prudence  and  ceconomy  were  worthy  of  imitation.  She 
managed  all  her  affairs  with  diferetion.  She  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  word  of  God.  By  diligent  reading  and 
meditation,  by  the  company  of  wife  and  orthodox  chriftians, 
and  by  hearing  many  eminent  minifters  in  London,  fhe 
could  explain  fome  of  the  moft  difficult  paffages  of  feripture. 
When  her  opinion  was  requefted  on  any  part  of  revelation, 
although  fhe  gave  it  with  diffidence,  it  was  very  much  to 
the  purpofe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reece  ufed  to  walk  or  ride  to¬ 
gether  frequently  for  more  than  eight  years  ;  their  chief  fub- 
jedfs  of  difeourfe  were  dodrinal,  experimental,  and  practical 
religion. 

Her  attachment  to  divine  revelation  was  great;  fhe  often 
called  the  bible  the  pure  fountain  of  divine  truth,  and  con¬ 
sidered  all  other  good  books  but  ftreams.  She  ufed  to  fay* 
to  Mr.  Reece,  that  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  him 
to  have  employed  the  time  in  reading  his  bible,  which  he 
fpent  in  perufing  expofitions  and  other  produftions  of  learned 
divines. 

When  fhe  was  young,  every  thing  gay  and  fafhionable 
was  her  delight,  but  one  day  after  fhe  became  religious* 
when  fhe  was  putting  on  coftly  apparel,  fhe  thought  God 
looked  down  from  heaven  upon  her  with  abhorrence.  Fr<s>m 
that  time  fhe  never  followed  the  fafhions  of  the  world,  but 
was  remarkably  plain  in  her  drefs,  and  fhe  thought  it  finful 
to  be  otherwife.  Now  her  chief  concern  was  to  be  arrayed 
m  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  She  walked  ‘clofefy  with 
Gcd,  and  followed  tne  Lord  fully.  It  is  believed,  that  finer 
^orc*  changed  her  heart,  fhe  never  went  to  bed  at  night, 
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nor  came  out  of  her  chamber  in  the  morning,  without  bein'* 
on  her  knees  in  prayer;  a  duty  for  which  me  had  an  agree- 
able  gift,  and  which  fhe  exereifed  fometimes  with  her  huf- 
band,  and  with  the  family  whenever  he  was  abfent.  She 
would  go  to  tne  houfe  of  God  when  file  was  hardly  able  to 
walk,  or  even  fit,  without  excruciating  pain.  Thofe  who 
were  beft  acquainted  with  her  fay,  that  they  never  difcovered 
in  her  the  leaf!  degree  of  diffimulation ;  fhe  ivbuld  flatter 
none,  nor  would  (he  fay  to  any  one,  “  I  am  glad  to  fee  you,” 
unlefs  it  were  really  true.  She  would  not  have  told  an  un¬ 
truth  to  fave  her  own  life.  She  was  an  ornament  to  her 
profeffion  in  every  character,  an  Ifraelite  indeed  in  whom 
there  was  no  allowed  guile. 

More  than  a  year  before  her  difTolution,  her  complain! 
began  to  grow  worfe.  On  the  firft  attack  of  it,  near  20 
years  ago,  file  applied  to  Dr.  Fothergill  and  Dr.  Hunter, 
whofe  advice  was  of  fingular  ufe,  and  which  fhe  followed 
to  great  advantage.  When  the  fwelling  was  great,  and  very- 
hard,  and  the  pain  violent,  by  applying  what  was  recom¬ 
mended,  in  a  fliort  time  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs  were  abated, 
and  the  pain  entirely  removed.  But  thcfe  means  were  at 
length  inefficacious.  Mrs.  Reece  was  then  urged  to  take 
further  advice,  and  did  apply  to  the  moft  noted  profeffional  ’ 
men  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  her  difeafe  became  fo  obfti- 
nate  that  every  affiftance  proved  unfuccefsful. 

Although  her  converfation  had  been  in  heaven,  and  her 
heart  too,  jhe  was  greatly  tried  in  her  laft  illnefs :  but  fhe 
cried  to  God  without  eeafing,  until  he  was  pleafed  in  mercy 
to  anfwer  her  prayer.  He  removed  all  her  doubts,  and  gave 
her  ftrong  unfliaken  aflurance  of  her  intereft  in  his  love  and 
favour.  She  often  declared,  fhe  did  not  care  what  fhe  fufteted, 
if  fhe  could  always  fay,  Chrifl:  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.  Mr. 
Reece  thinks  he  fhall  never  forget  the  three  days  when  the 
deareft  of  all  his  earthly  comforts  was  under  a  cloud,  nor  his 
felicity  at  her  deliverance  from  the  great  diftrefs  in  which  fhe 
had  been  about  her  foul.  He  fhed  as  many  tears  of  joy 
after,  as  he  did  of  grief  before. 

When  confined  to  her  room,  though  very  weak,  fhe  now 
and  then  prayed  fo  as  that  fhe  could  be  diftincftly  underflood, 
when  Dae  thought  thofe  about  her  were  afleep.  Sometimes 
fhe  addrefled  the  divine  Father,  as  her  father  and  friend; 
Sometimes  fhe  addrefled  the  Son,  as  her  Saviour  and  ever- 
lafling  portion;  and  frequently  ufed  the  following  expreffions: 
iC  O  my  bleffed  Jefus,  take  me  tothyfelf!  O  my  precious 
Chrifl,  my  dearefl  Lord  and  M after,  fay  unto  me,  O  fey 
unto  me,  To-day  {halt  thou  be  with  me  in  faradife*  Come, 

Lord 
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Lord,  O  come  quickly,  and  receive  my  fpirit  this  hour ; 
this  moment,  if  it  be  thy  blefied  will  :  thou  kno  ,veft,  Lord, 
that  I  long  to  fee  thy  face,  thy  blefied,  thy  charming  face. 
O  let  me  fee  it  without  a  cloud  between.”  Sometimes  file 
addrefied  the  third  perfon  in  the  Godhead,  faying,  “  O  blefied 
Spirit,  come,  O  come  and  cleanfe  this  foul  of  mine  from  fin, 
and  finifh  the  work  thou  haft  begun.  I  have  an  humble 
hope  that  thou  haft  begun  a  good  work  in  me  many  years 
ago.  When,  O  when,  wilt  thou  bring  forth  the  head-ftone 
with  fhoutings  !  How  glad  fhall  I  be  when  that  time  comes  ! 
Then  I  fhall  join  the  redeemed  in  praifing  the  Lamb  that 
was  (lain  for  his  free,  fovereign,  and  diftinguifhing  grace. 
O  what  great  things  the  Lord  has  done  for  me,  for  luch  a 
finner ;  1  can  never  be  fufticiently  thankful  for  his  unmerited 
and  boundlefs  love  to  my  foul.  But  I  fhall  ftion  be  with  him, 
to  enjoy  him,  and  praife  him  forever.” 

She  often  defired  Mr.  Reece  to  pray  with  her,  and  to  read 
to  her  fuch  parts  of  Ibripture  as  file  made  choice  of,  or  fome 
favourite  hymn.  The  moft  precious  of  all  to  her  was  that 
admirable  hymn,  compofed  by  the  late  Mr.  Robinfon  of 
Cambridge. 

Come,  thou  fount  of  every  blefling. 

Tune  my  heart  to  fing  thy  grace. 

Streams  of  mercy  never  ceafing 
Call  for  fongs  of  loudefi:  praife  ; 

Teach  me  fome  melodious  fonnet 
Sung  by  flaming  tongues  above : 

Praife  the  mount,  O  fix  me  on  it,  f 

Mount  of  God’s  unchanging  love. 

Here  I  raife  my  Ebenezer, 

Hither  by  thy  help  I’m  come ; 

And  I  hope  by  thy  good  pleafure. 

Safely  to  arrive  at  home  ;  1 

Jefus  fought  me  when  a  ftranger. 

Wandering  from  the  fold  of  God ; 

He  to  fave  my  foul  from  danger. 

Interpos’d  his  precious  blood. 

O  !  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor. 

Daily  Pm  conftrain’d  to  be  1 

Let  that  grace,  Lord,  like  a  fetter. 

Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  thee  ! 

Prone  to  wander.  Lord,  I  feel  it; 

Prone  to  leave  the  God  I  love  ? 

Here’s  my  heart,  Lord,  take  and  feal  it, 

Seal  it  from  thy  courts  above*. 

Rippon's  Selsftion,  Hymn  509. 

*  The  whole  of  this  hymn  is  inferted  at  the  particular  requelt  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Recce.  Ecitor. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reece  fung  the  above  compofition  together 
times  without  number. 

One  of  Dr.  Doddridge’s  hymns  alfo,  the  173d  in  the 
Selection,  was  very  much  efteemed  by  her,  efpecially  two 
veic  s  of  it,  which  appear  to  have  been  the  genuine  language 
©f  her  heart  in  health,  in  licknefs,  and  in  death: 


Jefus,  I  love  thy  charming  name, 
Tis  mufic  to  my  ear  ; 

Fain  would  I  found  it  out  fo  loud* 
That  earth  and  heaven  might  hear. 


I’ll  fpeak  the  honors  of  thy  name, 
With  my  lafl  labouring  breath ; 
And  dying  clafp  thee  in  my  arms^ 
The  antidote  of  death. 


The  day  before  (he  was  releafed,  fhe  took  her  hufband  by 
the  hand,  and  told  him  her  mind  relative  to  fecular  affairs ; 
(he  then  added,  a  Now  I  have  done  with  the  world  forever, 
I  fhall  foon  be  with  Chrift  in  heaven.  May  the  Lord  blefs 
you,  and  keep  you  by  his  mighty  power  through  faith  unto 
falvation.  Farewel.”  After  this  fhe  faid  very  little.  Near  half 
part:  three  the  next  morning,*  Mr.  Reece  feeing  her  awake, 
(poke  to  her :  not  being  able  to  give  him  an  anfwer,  fhe  put 
her  left  hand  to  her  cancerated  breaft,  with  her  eyes  heaven 
wards,  and  lifted  up  her  right  hand,  which  inffantly  fell 
down  like  lead.  In  lefs  than  half  a  minute  fhe  went  off  with 
all  ferenity.  The  fabbath-day  following,  fhe  was  interred  in 
the  Baptift  burying  ground  at  the  Back-Hills,  in  Warwick* 
where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Hinckley,  Leicefferfhire,  de¬ 
livered  a  very  fuitable  funeral  oration  upon  the  occafion,  and 
prayed.  The  next  fabbath  the  Rev.  James  Moody,  Paftor  of 
the  Independent  church  in  Warwick,  preached  the  funeral 
fermon,  which  gave  great  fatisfadlion  to  a  numerous  audi¬ 
ence,  from  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  26.  My  jiejh  and  my  heart  faileth , 
but  God  is  the  Jlrength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  forever . 
Mrs.  Reece  repeated  thefe  words  many  times  in  the  different 
ifages  of  her  illnefs,  and  ufed  to  fay,  “  I  am  getting  weaker, 
but  I  humbly  trufl  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my 
portion  forever.” 

The  miniffering  brethren  of  the  Independent  denomina¬ 
tion  have  been  very  kind  to  Mr.  Reece,  in  fupplying  for 
him  once  in  the  day  for  feveral  fabbaths,  during  the  afflidtion 
in  his  family.  It  would  be  highly  pleafing  if  the  fame  bene¬ 
volent  and  fraternal  fpirit  were  manifefted  among  all  deno¬ 
minations  of  chriftians  throughout  the  wcrkk 
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Mr.  Samuel  Kirkland,  fon  of  a  minifter  in  Norwich,  in 
Connecticut,  New  England,  was  initiated  in  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wheeiock’s  Indian  Charity  School  in  Lebanon,  and  finifhed 
his  education  at  Naffau  Flail,  in  New  Jerfey  College.  While 
he  was  in  the  fchool  he  Teamed  the  Mohawk  language,  but 
as  he  had  a  deiire  of  being  ufeful  at  a  more  remote  diflance, 
Ee  let  off  for  the  country  of  the  Senecas,,  in  order  to  learn 
their  language,  Nov.  20,  1764.,  and  was  oblige&'to  tarry  at 
Sir  Wil  Ham  Johnfon’s  fora  convoy  till  Jan.  17,  following* 
and  then  let  out  with  two  Seneca  Indians  for  his  convoy. 


i  he  fnow  was  at  that  time  four  feet  deep,  and  very  dry.  Fie 
travelled  on  fnow  fh'oes,  with  his  pack  of  provifions  on  his 
back,  upwards-  of  two  hundred  miles  into  the  wildernefs, 
where  he  found  no  path,  or  houfes  to  lodge  in  ;  and  in  feven- 


teen  days  he  reached  that  lavage  tribe.  This  is  the  firfl  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Kirkland  that  was  given  to  the  public.  A 
perfon  from  .whom  we  expected  his  early  Journals  having  lent 
them  to  a  friend,  fears  they  are  loft ;  if  they  can  be  recover¬ 
ed,  the  ufe  of  them  is  expected  for  the  Regifter. 

J  he  papers  which  are  come  to  hand,  begin  with  1785. 

In  Auguft,  this  year,  Mr*.  Kirkland  was  vifited  by  three 
of  the  Indian  Chiefs,  with  an  affectionate  addrefs  from  the 
whole  village  of  Kanonwarohare,  requefting  that  he  would 
again  favour  them  with  his  labours.  Fie  did  fo,  and  preach- 
ea  to  the  people  of  five  or  fix  other  villages,  not  only  on, 
Lord’s-day,  but  frequently  in  the  week,  travelling  from 
place  to  place. — And  thus  he  writes. 

In  feveral  villages,  particularly  Kanadelko,  Old  Oneida, 
and  Kanonwarohare,  the  Indians'  appeared  univerfally  defir- 
ous  of  religious  inftrudtion  (except  two  or  three  who  are 
prof  died  pagans),  and  would  convene  ior  that  purpofe  at  al- 
moft  any  time  of  the  day.  I  have  fometimes  on  week-days, 
while  travelling  among  them,  preached  a  lecture  at  fun  half 
an  hour  high  in  the  morning,  and  had  a  full  meeting.  I  ge- 
xiei  ally  performed  divine  fervice  at  Kanonwarohare  on  the 
Sabbath ,  it  being  the  molt  central,  and  their  capital  village. 
Flere  the  Indians  would  collect  in  fuch  numbers  from  the 
adjacent  towns  that  we  had  no  houfe  fufficiently  large  to  con-* 
tain  them ;  was  therefore  obliged  to  aifemble  for  public  woe- 
1794.  n  ‘  fhip 
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(hip  under  the  trees  in  the  open  air.  The  other  villages  are 
at  the  diftance  of  from  four  to  fix,  ten  and  twenty-eight 
tniles  from  Kanonwarohare. 

Several  extracts  from  my  Journal  will  ferve  to  give  a 
fpecimen  of  the  difpolition  of  the  Indians  towards  Chrif* 
tianity,  and  their  knowledge  of  its  doctrines. 

Saturday,  Sep.  10, 1785.  Catechifed  at  Old  Oneida,  lodged 
there,  and  preached  Sabbath  morning.  Then  rode  to  Ka¬ 
nonwarohare.  On  entering  the  town  near  a  mile  from  my 
quarters,  found  the  Indians  affembled  two  hours  fooner  than 
I  expected.  There  being  feveral  hundreds,  with  many  fo¬ 
reign  Indians,  I  was  importuned  to  difmount  from  my  horfe, 
and  immediately  began  public  worfhip.  Having  no  houfe 
fuffxciently  large,  they,  as  ufual  in  good  weather,  affembled 
this  day  under  fome  fhady  trees,  near  the  town.  I  difcourfed 
from  Luke  x.  1 1.  Nevei'thelefs ,  be  ye  fare  of  thisy  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you .  After  general  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  coming  and  character  of  Chrift,  propofed 
to  enquire,  What  we  were  to  underftand  by  the  kingdom  of 
God?  When  it  might  be  faid  to  come  nigh  to  a  people? 
the  different  reception  it  met  with  in  the  world,  and  the 
different  effects  produced  by  it :  then  endeavoured  to  inforce 
this  truth,  as  held  up  to  us  in  the  text,  viz.  That  it  is 
an  important  and  l'olemn  confideration  for  any  people 
to  have  the  kingdom  of  God  brought  nigh  to  them.  I 
fpoke  upwards  of  an  hour,  but  the  wind  blowing  frefti,  my 
voice  began  to  fail  me.  Perceiving  the  attention  of  the 
Indians  to  be  much  engaged,  I  requefted  Agivetontonguas 
(alias  Good  Peter)  my  Catechift,  to  make  fome  farther  ob- 
fervations  upon  what  I  had  laft  faid,  as  I  was  loth  to  leave 
the  fubjebf  fo  much  unhnifhed.  Pie  arofe  and  addreffed  them 
for  near  half  an  hour,  and  with  fuch  judgment,  propriety, 
and  pathos,  as  exceeded  any  thing,  in  my  apprehenfion,  that 
I  ever  heard  from  an  Indian.  Several  of  his  obfervations  I 
fhall  tranfcribe  as  literally  as  the  different  idioms  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  will  admit.  “  My  Brethren,  pride  and  ignorance  are 
our  Create  ft  enemies.  They  will  deftroy  our  fouls.  We 
think  we  know  fomething,  yea,  that  we  are  very  wife  and 
know  a  great  deal ;  this  is  our  mifery.  For  we  know  nothing 
of  our  own  charadfer,  and  our  fituation  in  this  prefent  world. 
—Here,  for  inftance,  is  the  young  warrior  (pointing  to  a 
number  of  that  clafs  who  fat  at  fome  diftance  with  their 
painted  faces  and  feathered  heads),  he  feels  as  if  he  had  wif< 
dom  and  ftrength  fufRcient  to  live  and  purfue  his  projedls, 
independent  of  any  Being  either  in  heaven  or  earth.  Oh 
how  vain  1  The  Great  Spirit  above,  who  looks  through  the 
univerfe,  and  now  fees  us,  he  confiders  us  as  nothing  more 

than 
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than  particles  of  daft,  fach  as  we  tread  upon ;  therefore,  in 
his  condefcenfion  and  companion  to  poor  man,  he  hath  faid 
fomewhere  in  his  Holy  Book,  Let  not  the  wije  man  glory  in 
his  own  wifdorh ,  nor  let  the  ?nighty  man  gloiy  in  his  mighty  let 
not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches  :  if  any  man  would  glory, 
let  him  glory  in  this,  that  he  may  look  upon  and  adore  the 
great  God,  and  praife  him  for  Jefus  Chrift.  We  think  that 
earthly  good,  and  prefent  enjoyments  are  worth  a  great  deal, 
yea,  that  there  is  nothing  elfe  of  any  worth  ;  hence  it  is, 
that  we  Indians  fet  fo  light  by  the  gofpel,  which,  in  God’s 
judgment,  is  above  all  price .  Now,  my  Brethren,  collet 
all  earthly  treafures,  and  they  are  valuable.  But  bring  them 
up  to  compare  with  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  and  its  bleflings,  and 
they  will  blufh  and  feek  to  hide  their  face,  yea,  vanijh  in  a 
moment.  Who  is  Jefus  f  you  will  fay,  he  was  a  man;  a  good 
man  ;  that  he  lived  among  the  Jews,  and  faid  a  great  many 
good  things.  Is  this  all?  Was  he  man  onlv  ?  What  was 
the  body,  die  flefh  of  the  man  Jefus  ?  It  was  only  a  gar¬ 
ment  or  coat  to  cover  him.  God  was  within  !  When  man 
finned  God  ftiut  heaven  againft  him,  and  could  not  fpeak  to 
him  without  covering  himfelf  with  a  garment,  Jefus  himfelf 
faid,  that  he  came  to  reveal  the  Father;  that  is,  to  open  the 
nature  of  God  to  the  eyes  of  man’s  mind,  that  man  might 
be  brought  back  and  fee  God.  Who  then  can  tell  hoy/  much 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  worth  !  the  angels  have  tried  but  they 
cannot  tell ;  they  are  ftill  looking  on.” 

15.  Vifited  the  village  of  Kanadefko,  which  corftifts  chief¬ 
ly  of  Tufcaroras;  preached  twice  and  returned  late  in  the 
evening.  The  Indians  in  this  village  are  generally  attentive 
to  the  dodtrine  of  chriftianity,  and  appear  to  be  thankful  for 
religious  inftrudlion.  They  have  fpent  almoft  the  whole  of 
this  day  with  me;  two  of  them  manifeft  great  concern  re- 
fpedling  their  future  ftate. 

16,  This  evening  attended  a  fmging  meeting.  Clofed 
with  an  exhortation  and  prayer,  as  is  my  general  pradtice  on 
fuch  occafions. 

.  23.  V ifited  by  a  Cagogon  Chief,  who  came  near  fixty 
miles  to  enquire  particularly  into  the  nature  of  the  chriftian 
religion,  and  whether  it  was  originally  defigned  for  every 
nation.  He  fpent  feveral  days  with  me,  and  difcovered  more 
candour  than  is  ufual  for  Indians.  He  faid,  that  he  approved  of 
the  laws  and  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  thought  they  would  anfwer 
for  Indians  as  well  as  for  white  people,  on  condition  the  In¬ 
dians  would  univerfally  agree  to  embrace  the  chriftian  reli¬ 
gion.  But  then  put  this  queftion,  which  was  difficult  to 
anfwer  to  the  fatisfadUon  of  an  Indian  mind,  vis.  If  the 
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gofpel  was  originally  defigned  for  every  people  and  nation, 

why  was  it  fo  many  hundred  years  before  fome  nations  heard 
of  it? 

March  14,  1786.  This  year  I  have  laboured  in  the  duties 
of  a  Mifiionary  almofi:  inceffantly,  and  not  without  fome 
fuccefs.  I  have  had  great  afiiftance  from  Good  Peter ,  as  he 
is  called  ;  elpecially  when  I  have  been  employed  in  travelling 
from  one  place  to  another. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  remarkable  inftance  of  an 
old  Indian,  about  feventy  years  of  age,  who  was  always  a 
ftridt  and  rigid  Pagan  till  within  a  month  paft.  He  never 
lived  at  Oneida  till  of  late  years  ;  he  has  been  blind  upwards 
of  fifty  years,  which  circumfhnce,  with  his  ftrength  of 
mind,  obtained  for  him  a  place  in  their  council.  Though  not 
a  Sachem  in  the  hereditary  line,  he  appears  to  be  a  perfon 
of  uncommon  abilities,  of  a  good  judgment  and  retentive 
memory  ;  and  is  laid  to  be  one  of  the  greateii  Indian  hiflori- 
ans  in  the  fix  nations.  This  perfon  has  been  under  great 
exercife  of  mind  about  his  future  hate  for  fome  time.  He 
fays,  what  firft  waked  up  his  mind,  was  my  requeuing  him 
to  reconcile  certain  contradictory  accounts  in  the  tradition  of 
the  fathers  refpecting  the  happinefs  of  all  Indians  in  the  other 
world.  He  is  now  become  very  inquifitive  concerning  the 
do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  particularly  what  Jefus  ChrifT  had 
revealed  of  a  future  hate,  and  what  claffes  and  characters  of 
men  are  to  dwell  together  in  the  other  world.  He  has  af¬ 
fectionately  requefted  that  I  would  come  and  cah  water  on 
him  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  if  I  fhould  judge  him  a  proper 
fubjeCt.  After  long  confultation,  concluded  to  defer  it  for  the 
prefent. 

Journal  from  May  1786  to  May  1787. 

The  making  of  fuitable  provifion  for  my  family,  and  ar¬ 
ranging  my  domehic  affairs,  detained  me  at  Stockbridge  longer 
then  I  expected  when  I  left  Bohon,  fo  that  I  did  not  fet  out 
for  the  Indian  country  till  die  24th  of  May ;  and  a  great 
part  of  the  fummer  met  with  fo  many  interruptions  and  em- 
barafiments  in  the  profecution  of  my  mihion  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  that  my  journal  is  fcarcely  worth  tranferibing.  More* 
over,  the  general  ferioufnefs  that,  through  divine  mercy,  has 
taken  place  in  feveral  towns,  did  not  begin  till  the  latter  part 
of  Auguff,  and  then  but  in  a  finall  degree. 

The  inflru&ing  of  Indians  appears  more  and  more  to  me 
to  be  an  arduous  talk.  When  their  minds  are  thoroughly 
rcufed ,  and  they  begin  to  believe  the  Bible  is  God’s  book, 
the  religion  of  Jefus  was  defigned  for  every  nation,  and 

that 
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that  they  have  a  concern  in  it ;  they  are  exceedingly  eager 
for  inftru6lion,  and  cannot  be  put  off  with  as  little  attention 
as  thofe  who  have  been  brought  up  under  the  light  of  the 
gofpel.  Truly  their  engagednefs,  with  the  ideas  of  their  mifer- 
able  pagan  hate,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  tendered:  emotions 
in  one’s  bread:,  and  roufe  the  whole  foul  to  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions.  My  minifterial  labour  has  not  been  more  fatiguing 
and  incefiant  for  thefe  fifteen  years  pad:  than  of  late ;  but, 
bieffed  be  God,  I  humbly  hope  never  more  delightful.  I  am 
fenfible,  I  ferve  the  bed:  of  mailers,  and  wifh  I  may  be 
honoured  as  an  inflrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
of  bringing  in  fome  trophies  to  him  from  among  thefe  poor 
heathens. 

I  would  acknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  the  almoft 
uninterrupted  health  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  the 
winter  pail,  and  thereby  enabled  to  apply  myfelf  to  minifte- 
rial  duties  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon.  Soon  after  the  Indians 
returned  from  their  fall  hunt,  I  had  my  houfe  crowded  for 
many  weeks  together  with  catechumens,  and  perfons  under 
foul  concern  from  morning  to  night ;  and  fome  whole  nights 
I  have  fet  up  with  them. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  there  have  been  more  than  seven¬ 
ty  souls  under  very  ferious  impreffions  in  three  villages. 
There  is  no  place  where  the  power  of  divine  truth  has  fo 
much  triumphed  as  at  Old  Oneida,  about  fix  miles  from 
Kanonwaiihale ;  which  village  is  chiefly  compofed  of  the  In¬ 
dians  who  removed  from  Steckbridge,  in  New  England.  I 
think  I  never  knew  more  rational  and  pungent  convictions 
of  divine  truths  among  any  people.  There  is  a  number  of 
inflances,  where  a  co:wiclion  and  heart  felt  fenfe  of  the  evil 
of  fin  feemed  to  rife  higher  in  the  mind  than  the  fears  of 
mifery  and  future  punifhment.  The  convictions  of  perfons 
of  this  character  wear  well.  At  the  fettlement  of  the  New 
England  Indians  at  Orifke,  there  is  obfervable  in  fome  a 
tinCfcure  of  enthufiafm,  neverthelefs,  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
there  is  a  work  of  God’s  grace  among  them.  The  external 
reformation  is  very  confpicuous.  Tis  now  more  than  feven 
months  fince  there  has  been  a  fingle  inftance  of  drunkennefs 
in  tv/o  villages.  Many  who  were  formerly  given  10  diffi na¬ 
tion,  every  ftep  of  whole  pail  life  was  marked  with  the  fouieft 
vices,  have  now  become  vifibly  fober,  regular,  induftrious.  and 
praying  Indians.  Some  of  the  Indians  have  obferved  to  me, 
that  they  never  faw  iuch  a  time  with  Indians,  that  they  comd 
not  fufficiently  thank  God  for  his  great  mercy  to  pooi  In¬ 
dians  ;  and  would  afk  rne,  if  I  did  not  begin  to  believe  that 
tne  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  could  fave  Indians  $  aijd  might  they 
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not  hope  that  God  was  about  to  refcue  them  from  ruin,  and 

build  them  up  as  a  people,  at  leaft  the  remnant  which  he 
had  preferved. 

1^  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in  tranflating  the  Holy 
Sciipture  tor  the  Indians;  tis  a  work  of  time;  the  more  I 
attend  to  the  bufinefs,  the  more  I  am  convinced,  that  there 
are  lome  real  beauties  in  their  uncultivated  language.  X 
fhall  not  be  able  to  prepare  any  thing  for  the  prefs  till  another 
year.  I  with  to  accornplifh  the  tranflation  of  one  of  the 
Evangelifts  foon,  to  gratify  the  Indians,  and  more  particular¬ 
ly  at  this  time,  while  the  ears  of  fo  many  are  open.  I  en¬ 
deavour  to  devote  myfelf  to  the  duties  for  which  their  prefent 
circumftances  call.  Some  weeks  I  give  wholly  to  inftrudfion, 
and  can  but  juft  redeem  time  to  write  a  fhort  journal,  and  a 
confiderable  part  of  that  has  been  written  by  fire  light.  I 
have  received  much  help  in  minifterial  duties  from  my  Ca¬ 
reer,  i  ft,  Agwelondonguos  alias,  Good  Peter.  He  is  a  perform 
of  uncommon  abilities  and  good  moral  character ;  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  one  of  the  beft  fpeakers  in  the  Six  Nations. 
The  Indian  fchool  which  I  fet  up  laft  fummer,  by  the  aftift- 
ance  ol  Jacob  Reed,  at  Saklad’ye  f ,  has  been  the  mean  of 
promoting  knowledge,  good  order  and  fobriety  among  many 
of  the  youth.  T.  here  are  commonly  about  twenty  fcholars 
at  a  time.  So  foon  as  one  has  learned  to  read  well  any  fen- 
tence  or  paftage  of  the  Scriptures,  tranflated  into  his  own 
language,  he  goes  out,  and  another  takes  his  place.  There 
are  upwards  of  fifty  perfons  who  can  make  a  fttift  to  read  al- 
moft  any  thing  I  tranflate.  Some  few  are  able  to  write  and 
make  a  tolerable  hand  of  fpelling  their  own  language  ;  feveral 
lads  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  have  written  me  letters 
the  winter  paft.  The  proficiency  which  fome  of  the  Onei- 
das  have*  made  in  letters,  has  attracted  the  notice  of  the  other 
tribes.  I  have  had  application  from  the  Senekas  and  O non- 
dagos  to  take  feveral  of  their  boys  into  the  fchool. 

In  October  1786,  Mr,  Kirkland  returned  to  bis  family ,  and 
took  a  journey  with  Mrs,  Kirkland  for  her  healthy  to  which 
jhe  was  advifed  by  her  phyfeians • 

Nov.  27,  $786.  Set  out  for  the  Indian  country,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Indian,  called  Quedelko,  belonging  to  the  Old 
Oneida.  The  travelling  being  extremely  bad,  and  the  weather 
yold,  could  not  reach  Oneida  this  week,  therefore  tarried 
over  the  fabbath  on  Mohawk  river. 

*  As  the  papers  from  which  thefe  pages  are  printed  were  tranferibed 
by  different  perfons,  who  leem  to  have  written  the  fame  names  diffe¬ 
rently,  great  allowances  need  be  made  for  the  fpelling  of  the  Indian 
ivords  which  appear  in  this  Journal.  Editor. 

‘  •  f  The  copy  was  indiflindf. 
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Dec.  3.  Lord’s-day.  Preached  in  a  private  houfe  to  a 
confiderable  aflembly  of  Dutch  and  Englifh,  with  feveral  In¬ 
dians  who  came  through  the  woods  to  meet  me,  before  the 
fall  of  fnow. 

7,  This  day  arrived  at  Old  Oneida,  to  my  great  joy,  after 
a  moft  fatiguing  time  thro’  the  woods  ;  the  lnow  deep,  no 
path  except  the  track  of  my  fellow-traveller’s  horfe.  Preached 
a  ledhire,  and  attended  religious  conference  in  the  evening 
till  near  midnight. 

8,  Preached  again  this  morning  from  Rev.  iii.  20.  Behold  I 
jland  at  the  door ,  &c.  After  fermon  was  over,  they  defired 
me  to  continue  the  meeting  by  way  of  conference,  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  a(k  queftions  relating  to  certain  paf- 
feges  of  fcripture,  &c.  I  continued  with  them  till  afternoon. 

I  find  the  Indians  in  this  place  to  be  greatly  waked  up  to  the 
concerns  of  their  fouls.  There  were  fome  appearances  of  re¬ 
ligious  concern  the  fummer  pall,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
September,  when  I  left  them  on  my  journey  to  New  England. 

I  find  more  than  thirty  persons  who  are  under  great 
exercifes  of  mind  refpedting  their  fpiritual  ft  ate,  and  appear 
to  have  a  rational  convidlion  of  divine  truths.  At  prefent, 
there  appears  very  little  of  the  vifionary  kind,  which  is  fo 
common  among  the  Indians.  A  little  before  night,  arrived 
at  Kanonwalfhale.  The  Indians  immediately  aflembled  ; 
attended  a  meeting  with  them  till  9  o’clock :  but  the  ap¬ 
pearances  here  greatly  differ  from  thofe  of  Old  Oneida;  only 
two  or  three  perfons  (fo  far  as  I  can  learn),  who  are  under 
any  ferious  impreffions. 

13,  Wednesday.  Attended  a  conference  meeting  with  a 
number  of  people,  to  hear  and  enquire  more  particularly  into 
their  ftate  and  fituation  fince  I  left  them  the  27th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  laff.  This  evening  received  a  meflage  from  Old 
Oneida,  by  four  Indians,  earneftly  requefting  me  to  preach 
a  lecture  to  them  to-morrow,  informing  me  that  one  of  the 
Indian  women  in  that  place  is  in  fuch  diftrefs  of  mind,  they 
are  apprehenfive  (he  cannot  live  long. 

14,  Thurfday.  In  confequence  of  the  meflage  yefterday, 

I  fet  out  for  this  place,  and  have  waded  through  the  fnow 
near  three  feet  deep  in  the  woods.  Difcourfed  from  Romans 
xiv.  17.  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink ,  but 
righteoufnefs ,  &c.  I  think  I  have  not  preached  to  a  nore 
ferious  and  attentive  aflembly  for  two  years  oaff.  Indians 
from  three  different  tribes  attended ;  they  requeftcd  me  to 
preach  again  in  the  evening:  I  accordingly  complied,  aid 
difcourfed  from  Prov.  xxvii.  19.  As  in  water  face  an  fwercth 
to  face ,  fo  the  heart  of  man  to  man .  From  thefe  words  I 
endeayoured  to  prove,  That  ail  men,  by  nature,  are  equally 
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wicucd,  of  every  nation ;  that  the  heart  of  one  man  anfwereth 
to  the  heart  of  another,  juft  as  face  to  face  in  ftill  fmootb 
at.r  ,  t,  at  it  is  natural  to  fallen  men  to  tranfgrefs  God’s  laws, 

is/*  ]7^°i  C  ^arrt  .?*"  t^le  ^lme  *n  Englifh,  for  the  fake  of  the 
IN  ew  England  Indians  prelent,  and  part  of  the  time  by  an  inter- 

cr(  ,  LL,^r  tne  exercife,  attended  a  conference  with 

-  considerable  number  till  midnight.  Here  remember  their 
quelhons  propofed,  &c. 

.  Jn  tae  cvtn'm^  difcourfed  again  to  the  Indians,  by 
*  P6,1  ncmar  lequeft,  iiom  Rev.  iii,  20.  A  divine  energy  feemed 
to  accompany  the  word  this  evening. 

16,  Saturday.  Returned  to  Kanonwalfhale. 

27,  Lord’s-day.  Preached  from  Colof.  iii.  14,  15.  From 

, e  ln  evening.  I  his  evening  married  David 

die  T ufcarora,  to  Elizabeth. 

,20’  For  three  paft-I  have  ,  had  fo  much  company, 
L  t  PPany  Perfonal  applications  for  private  inftru&ioii, 
ti.at  1  have  had  no  time  to  write  a  line  till  this  evening-: 
when  vi  ft  ted  by  Konwagalet  (daughter  of  my  late  dear  Tho¬ 
mas  J,  wno  requefted  an  opportunity  to  converfe  with  me, 
upon  the  concerns  of  her  foul.  She  gave  me  the  following- 
account  of  herfelt.—cc  Father,  I  thank  God  that  you  are  fafely 
returned  to  us.  I  have  for  a  long  time  wifhed  to  converfe 
with  you  upon  the  ftate  of  my  foul,  but  could  not  put  on  re¬ 
solution  enough  to  do  it.  I  came  to  you  once  laft  fummer, 
and  again  laft  fall,  but  my  heart  failed  me.  It  may  be,  that 
tne  evil  Spirit  has  oppofed  me,  or  it  may  be, wholly  owing 
to  my  pride,  lout  I  heard  your  voice  laft  Sabbath,  it  was  as 
though  God  fpake  to  me,  and  frngled  me  out.  Father,  I  am 
a  great  firmer,  I  furpafs  every  one  in  the  nation  :  I  was  born.. 
Egrew  up,  next  door  to  where  the  light  of  God’s  word  long  has* 
lb  one.  Many  were  the  inftrudfions  I  received  from  my  fa* 
tner,  while  he  lived ;  many  have  I  received  from  you  from 
my  childhood ;  but  my  hard  heart,  my  proud  heart  rejected 
tnem  all,  yea,  I  trod  them  under  foot !  this  I  now  fee  was 
an  one  doing  it  to  Jefus.  Father,  I  (aid  I  was  a  great  (inner ; 
you  will  be  aftonilhed — about  iix  years  ago  I  was  guilty  of. 
the  fin  of  fornication,  never  did  I  expect  to  commit  this 

crime  after  the  instructions  and  warnings  I  had  received _ 

tne  peifon  is  dead  with  whom  I  had  this  unlawful  commerce. 

I  Sometimes  think  I  have  truly  repented  before  God;  and 
flow,  if  you,  father,  Shall  judge  it  neceflary,  I  will  confefs  it 
in  public,  although  it  happened  before  I  was  married  to  my 
piefent  hufband.  bather,  this  is  not  my  greateft  burden. 

I  have  lived  fo  many  years  without  repentance  for  all  my 
fins,  and  without  receiving  the  word  of  Jefus,  that  I  fear 
God  cannot  forgive  me,  and  I  muft  be  eternally  miferable  ! 

I  know 
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J  know  God  is  almighty ;  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  right  for 
him  to  pardon  fuch  a  Tinner  as  I  am.  I  think  in  my  heart, 

1  will  certainly  give  myfelf  up.  to  God,  and  then  I  will  do 
it  every  day  I  live ;  and  pray  to  him,  that  if  he  polEbly  can, 
he  will  pardon  my  fins.  You  know,  father,  the  merit  of 
Chrift,  what  his  blood  fpeaks.  It  there  be  any  hope  for  me, 
iliow  me  the  ground  of  it ;  and  I  befeech  you,  father,  to 
pray  for  me,  pray  with  all  your  flrength  that  I  may  not  pe¬ 
ri  ill  eternally.5’  This  perfon,  for  feveral  years-*  has  appeared 
to  be  thoughtful  at  times,  and  generally  fupported  a  good  1 
character  among  the  Indians. 

23,  Saturday.  Spent  moft  of  my  time  fince  Thurfday  in 
Mandating  and  transcribing  fome  parts  of  the  Pfalms,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  eighty-fourth,  except  lafl  evening  attended  a  fhort 
ledlure,  which  was>  by  divine  goodnefs,  a  refrefhing  feafon, 

24,  Lord’s-day.  By  previous  engagement  preached  this 
day  at  Old  Oneida.  i'he  weather  being  very  ftormy  on 
Saturday  prevented  my  fetting  out,  that  I  had  to  travel  near 
feven  miles  this  morning  through  the  deep  fnow,  with  only 
a  finall  foot  path,  and  levere  cold.  Difcourfed  from  Matt, 
xxii.  the  parable  of  the  marriage  of  the  King’s  fon — the 
gofpel  feaft.  BlelTed  be  God  for  this  day. 

2 ^  his  morning  fent  for  to  baptize  a  child  dangerously 
ill  the  lather  abient  on  a  hunt.  He  having  made  a  public 
proleflion  of  Chriitianity,  I  accordingly  adminiftered  the  or¬ 
dinance,  At  eleven  o  clock,  j- 1.  1M.  preached  a  Chnflmas 
ferinon  from  Luke  iu  14.  Glory  to  God  in  the  hi^hejl*  Sic, 
The  afiembly  appeared  with  great  decency  and  folemnity. 
Alter  fermon  the  people  being  unwilling  to  difperfe,  Peter 
arofe,  at  my  requefp  ana  gave  a  very  alfebling  exhortation 
upon  the  too  common  abufe  of  that  day ;  and  then  clofed 
with  fome  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  conduft  of  Herod  at 
the  birth  of  Chrift.  Keobferved,  that  the  proud  heart  of  man 
would  not  thanic  God  lor  his  iniinite  love  and  mercy  in  fend¬ 
ing  his  Son  into  the  world,  although  he  profeffedly  came  to  fave 
finners  of  eveiy  nation — not  angels.  Yet  finners  had  fuch 
wicked,  deceitful  hearts  as  to  defpife  all  his  kindnefs,  and  even 
to  oppofe  him  in  his  merciful  purpofes.  There  was  one  moll 
certainly,  had  fuch  a  wicked  lying  heart,  that  he  fought  the 
life  cl  Jeius  lo  foon  as  he  came  into  the  world  ;  and  that  too 
under  pretence  of  friendfhip  ;  and  he  was  a  Chief  man  too ; 
that  fhows  us,  that  Sachems,  great  men,  may  be  great  in 
wickednefs  as  well  as  little  men.  But  let  every  one  fee  to  it, 
that  he  know  his  own  heart,  and  how  it  moves  towards 

torod.  la  the  evening  attended  a  conference  and  finginP- 
pieeting,  ‘  ‘ .  •  ■  &  fit 
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26. .  Spent  a  confiderable  part  of  this  day  with  a  number 
of  Indians  from  Skawaflea,  a  village  about  five  miles  to  the 
weftward  of  this. 

28.  Attended  the  funeral  of  Kliftian’s  child ;  after  prayer 
gave  an  exhortation,  and  fpent  fome  time  in  private  conver¬ 
sion  with  the  parents  and  relatives  of  the  deceafed,  and  re¬ 
turned  very  late  to  my  houfe. 

3°.  For  three  days  paid  have  improved  fome  leifure  hours 
in  tranflati ng  pafTages  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  but  I  am  fo 
crowded  with  vifitors,  and  with  fome  under  concern  of  mind, 
that  I  can  make  but  very  little  progrefs. 

3X>  Lord’s-day.  Difcourfed  from  Daniel  ix.  9,  10.— 
Ti?  the  Lord  our  God  belong  mercies  and  forgivenejjes ,  though 
we  have  rebelled  againjl  him .  The  aflembly  appeared  more 
tiian  ufualiy  attentive.  This,  I  believe,  has  been  a  day  of  fe- 
nous  reflection  with  many ;  as  I  find  by  converfing  with  a 
number  this  evening.  But  there  are  feveral  who  appear  vio¬ 
lently  oppofed  to  Chriftianity;  particularly  a  young,  haughty 
Chief,  who  has  been  many  years  among  the  weftern  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  profefles  ftriCt  Paganifm;  and  another  of  the 
fame  Clan,  who  is  a  perfon  of  uncommon  abilities,  of  great 
intrigue,  and  fine  addrefs.  They  hold  Chriftians  pretty  much 
in  the  fame  light  as  the  Turks  confider  the  Jews. 

January  1,  1787.  My  people  affembled  early  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  requeued  me  to  aflifi:  them  ia  a  grateful  recolleCtion 
of  God’s  mercies  the  year  paid,  and  humbly  to  implore  his 
blefling  and  protection  at  the  beginning  of  this  new  year.  I 
difcourfed  from  2.  Chron.  i.  7.-—  Ajk  what  I  Jhall  give  thee f 
A  great  deal  of  ferioufnefs  and  affection,  with  many  tears, 
were  vifible  in  the  aflembly:  but  our  joys  were  fomewhat 
damped  by  the  rude  behaviour  of  feveral  profefied  pagans, 
who  were  exprefling  their  joy  on  the  occafion  by  the  firing 
of  guns,  and  other  cuftomary  falutations  of  the  day.  They 
foon  became  very  noify,  and  reflected  bitterly  upon  the  Chrif- 
tians  and  praying  Indians,  as  they  affeCted  to  call  them,  and 
made  public  declaration  that  Chriftianity  Ihould  not  become 
the  religion  of  the  nation ;  that  the  cuftoms  of  the  fathers 
Ihould  be  revived,  even  the  true  religion  of  Indianc,  and  with¬ 
out  it  they  fhould  foon  come  to  ruin,  as  had  many  Indian  na¬ 
tions  for  adopting  the  religion  of  the  white  people.  They 
gave  it  out  that  a  religious  dance  and  feaA  of  the  fathers  fhould 
be  celebrated  in  the  evening,  and  began  to  invite  one  and 
another  to  be  partners  in  the  dance,  but  almofl:  every  one 
feemed  to  decline,  fome  abfolutely  refufed.  They  loon  found 
they  could  not  prevail  on  a  fuflicient  number  to  celebrate  one 
old  religious  feafl: :  their  failure  herein  was  aferib'.  d  to  my 
-  '  .  influence** 
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Influence,  and  preaching  Jefus  the  God  of  the  white  people* 
The  difappointment  filled  them  with  rage.  Several  of  the 
chiefs  talked  with  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  endea- 
xrnured  to  convince  them  of  the  abfurdity  of  their  conchuft, 
but  to  no  effedt :  four  of  them  combined  and  planned  to  take 
my  life  in  the  dulk  of  evening ;  but  their  cruel  defign  was 
difcovered  j  ufit  before  tjie  attempt  was  made,  and  my  friends 
had  time  to  conceal  me,  till  a  fufficient  number  could  be  col- 
ledted  to  protect  me.  Several  of  their  chiefs  and  young  men 
watched  with  me  the  whole  night.  A  little  after  midnight 
the  villains  quitted  their  purfuit  and  difperfed ;  upon  which 
I  had  my  bedding  brought  me,  and  I  laid  myfelf  down  in  a 
filed  adjoining  a  wigwam,  where  I  had  for  fome  time  been 
concealed. 

2.  A  majority  of  the  town  affembled  early  this  morning, 
to  fympathife  with  me  in  my  unhappy  fituation,  to  confult  mea~ 
fures  for  my  protection,  and  to  lupport  the  caufe  of  religion 
in  the  nation.  My  attendance  was  defired  in  the  moft  affec¬ 
tionate  manner.  When  they  were  all  convened,  the  chief 
Sachem  harangued  them  for  near  two  hours,  with  great 
earneftnefs  and  pathos.  After  reprefenting  their  fituation  in 
the  moft  lively  colours,  and  the  neceftity  of  everyone’s  de¬ 
claring  either  for  or  againft  the  Chriftian  religion,  he  arofe, 
and  addrefled  himfelf  to  me,  with  every  mark  of  tender  and 
inviolable  affection :  taking  me  by  the  hand,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  he  made  the  following  declaration.  —  “  Father,  open 
your  ears,  and  let  all  prelent  hear,  while  I  declare,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  great  Spirit,  that  I  love  you — that  I  will  die 
for  Jefus,  and  die  for  you,  father,  any  day.  Leave  us  not,  I 
entreat  you;  we  are  an  undone  people  if  you  leave  us.  This 
is  my  opinion :  let  every  one  declare  his  fentiments,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  Jefus.”  ft  he  feene  was  fo  affecting,  with 
my  fatigue  both  of  boay  and  mind,  that  I  could  write  no 
piore  of  the  tranfadtions  of  the  day. 

3*  The  Indians  in  general,  convened  again  this  day  from 
feveral  vil  ages,  fpent  moft  of  the  day  in  council.  The  Sachems 
fent  for  the  young  men  who  had  occafioned  this  uproar  :  three 
of  them  made  their  acknowledgments  in  public,  and  implored 
pardon.  One  of  them  had  made  a  private  confdfion  to  his 
chief  in  the  morning,  as  I  was  informed,  and  appeared  very 
penitent :  his  confefiion  was  alfo  declared  in  full  council. 

I  he  face  of  things  is  now  quite  changed. 

Thurfday,  4.  Crowded  the  whole  day  with  Indians  of 
pne  clafs  and  another.  This  evening  attended  a  catechiftical 
lecture.  In  the  courfe  of  our  meeting,  obferved  feveral  per¬ 
sons  to  be  under  ferious  impreflions ;  thought  proper,  at  the 
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motion  of  fome,  to  continue  our  exercife  and  difcourfe  upon 
the  nature  of  repentance,  and  the  ground  of  the  chridian  hope ; 
after  which  we  fang  feveral  hymns,  and  concluded  with  prayer, 
a  kttle  before  midnight.  Blelied  he  God,  i  feel  that  I  can 
m  fome  meafure  confide  in  the  government  of  Zion's  King: 
his  dear  caufe  lies  near  his  heart;  he  will  accompli  fli  his  kind 
dengns  towards  his  church,  notwithdanding  the  wrath  of  man 
and  the  rage  of  devils.  He  can  take  the  wife  in  their  own 
craft  ihefs,  and  confound  the  plots  of  his  enemies. 

Saturday,  6,  Vifited  by  a  number  of  the  chiefs;  fpent  the 
remainder  of  the  day  in  preparation  for  the  Sabbath. — One  of 
them  exp  refled  a  great  defire  that  I  fliould  take  pains  to  adapt 
my  difcourfe  the  enfuing  Sabbath  to  the  date  of  my  flock  at 
large,  and  the  perfecutions  I  had  differed.  With  great  diffi¬ 
dence,  he  wouid  take  the  liberty  to  propofe  feveral  fubjedls 
for  my  confideration,  fihould  it  give  me  no  offence.  I  thanked 
him,  and  affined  him  he  might  ufe  the  utmoft  freedom.  He 
then  propofed,  The  giving  the  Jaw  on  Mount  Sinai,  and 
charge  to  the  people,  while  Mofes  was  in  the  mount  with 
God  to  receive  the  holy  commandment ;  or,  (2d)  the  hi  dory 
ot  St.  Paul’s  life,  previous  to  his  converfion  to  Chriftianity : 
he  held  the  old  way,  the  tradition  of  the  fathers,  and  thought 
he  was  ferving  the  true  God  of  Ifrael  while  he  was  fighting 
and  kicking  againd  Jefus:  here,  faid  he,  Indians  will  fee  to 
what  wickednefs,  pride  and  darknefs  of  mind  will  lead  them. 
Such  an  one,  fays  he,  you  know  whom  1  mean,  pretends  he 
ferves  the  true  God  of  Indians;  that  Chridianity  was  never 
made  for  Indians,  only  for  white  people :  he  holds  to  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  fathers ;  he  ex  pedis  to  go  to  the  place  where 
>they  are  gone,  when  he  dies. — (3d.)  Theoppofition  made  to 
Chrid  for  teaching  the  true  way  of  God  ;  fome  threatened  his 
life :  bring  up  to  view  their  characters,  and  affign  the  rea- 
fons  of  their  conduct.  The  ingenuity  and  concern  this  chief 
difcovered,  for  the  fupport  and  vindication  of  Chrift’s  caufe 
in  this  wildernefs,  is  truly  affecting. 

Lord’s -day,  7.  Since  my  converfation  with  Good  Peter 
yederday,  I  was  exceedingly  perplexed  in  my  own  mind,  and 
felt  no  finall  degree  of  anxiety  with  ref pect  to  the  duty  of  the 
day.  I  had  a  keen  fenfibility  of  the  force  of  that  exhortation 
from  the  mouth  of  the  divine  Saviour,  Be  ye  wife  as  ferpents , 
and  harmlefs  as  doves .  However,  I  finally  concluded  to  ex¬ 
pound  one  part  of  the  day,  on  the  fird  forty  verfes  of  the  fifth 
chapter  of  John,  and  preached  from  the  42d  verfe :  But  I  know 
you ,  that  ye  have  not  the  love  of  God  in  you.  I  endeavoured  in 
the  former  difcourfe,  for  an  introduftion,  to  bring  up  to  view 
Child’s  general  character,  and  the  defign  of  his  coming,  and 
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made  fome  remarks  on  the  various  parts  of  the  chapter.  In 
myfermon,  I  aimed  principally  at  two  things  :  fir  ft,  To  fhew 
how  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart  would  influence  and  direct 
the  outward  condudt ;  2dly,  To  conlider  the  ground  of  the 
particular  charge  in  the  text,  1  know  you ,  &c.  Had  abun¬ 
dant  reafon  to  blefs  God  for  this  day :  I  don’t  recollect  to 
have  attended  fo  folemn  and  affectionate  a  meeting  with  my 
Indians  for  near  fourteen  years  paft.  Many  followed  me  from 
the  place  of  public  worfhip  to  my  own  houfe,  the  diitance  of 
a  mile,  and  tarried  till  evening.  I  was  glad  to  fee  them  at¬ 
tentive  and  inquifitive.  Their  applications  for  inftruCtioji 
were  fo  inceftant,  that  I  could  get  no  leifure  to  take  any  re- 
frefhment  till  late  in  the  evening.  Near  nine  o’clock  re¬ 
ceived  an  earneft  requeit  to  pray,  and  ling  a  pfalm  or  two,  with 
a  number  who  were  convened  in  a  neighbouring  houfe,  and 
fay  a  few  words  if  I  was- not  too  weary ;  alfo  to  marry  a 
couple  who  had  been  fometime  publifhed.  I  attended  the 
meeting  with  a  great  deal  of  fatisfadlion  :  the  wedding  bore  a 
much  greater  refemblance  to  the  folemnity  of  a  funeral  than 
to  nuptial  mirth. 

Monday,  8.  This  evening  fpent  feveral  hours  in  con-- 
verfation  with  the  principal  Indians;  they  appear  very  much 
engaged  for  a  thorough  reformation  and  revival  of  religion : 
'fis  their  general  fentiment,  that  the  profperity  and  falvation 
of  the  nation  depend  upon  their  embracing  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift. 

Thurfday,  ir.  This  day  I  have  fpent  chiefly  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  inftrudtion  of  near  twenty  perfons,  who  have  been  at 
my  houfe  from  early  in  the  morning  till  eight  in  the  evening* 
Vifited  alfo  by  the  head  Sachem  of  the  Onondago  tribe. 

Lord's-day,  14.  Difcourfed  from  Mark  viii.  36,  37. — What 
Jhall  it  projit  a  man  if  he  fhali  gain  the  whole  world ,  &c.  Some 
of  my  hearers  appeared  to  be  much  affe&ed  and  unwilling  to 
leave  the  place  of  worfhip,  although  we  were  near  four  hours 
in  our  exercifes,  including  a  fhort  intermiflion.  Juft  at  even¬ 
ing,  attended  a  funeral ;  difcourfed  from  Job  xxx.  23. — I  know 
that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death ,  and  to  the  houfe  appointed 
for  all  living.  This  was  a  folemn  feafon.  When  the  people 
came  to  the  grave  they  propofed  finging  another  hymn.  The 
mournful  occafton,  with  the  plaintive  ft  rains  of  the  mufic,  and 
its  melodious  echo  from  the  neighbouring  hills  and  adjacent 
mountains,  furnifned  a  moft  affe&ing  fcene,  enough  to  mek 
the  hardeft  heart.  I  had  not  leifure  to  take  any  refrefhmeht 
hnce  early  in  the  morning  till  eight  o’clock  this  evening. 

Monday,  15.  I  am  overdone  with  the  fervices  of  yefter- 
day,  and  had  very  little  Deep  the  laft  night. 


Saturday, 


246  fcsv.  mr,  Kirkland’s  journal,  1787: 

Saturday,  20.  Thefe  four  days  paft  have  been  employe*} 
in  adminiftering  private  inftru&ion.  The  attention  of  fo 
many  is  now  turned  to  religious  matters,  that  my  houfe  is 
filled  every  day.  Some  appear  to  compaflionate  me,  and  won¬ 
der  how  I  can  bear  fuch  uninterrupted  application ;  others 
feem  to  have  no  more  feeling  for  me  than  if  I  were  made  of 
iron  or  brafs.  I  have  more  or  lefs  that  frequently  tarry  the 
whole  night  and  take  up  their  lodging  on  my  floor  :  they  will 
Wait  patiently  half  a  day,  till  they  can  have  an  opportunity  of 
eonverfing  with  me ;  and  fome  others  have  fo  much  of  Indian 
formality  in  relating  their  exercifes  of  mind,  that  it  takes  fe- 
veral  hours  to  hear  them  and  return  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer,  or 
to  fay  what  feems  neceflary. 

Lord’s-day,  21.  Difcourfed  from  Matthew  xxiii.  37*““ 
How  often  would  I  have  gathered^  &c.;  alfo  on  Matthew  v.  3. 
— Blejjed  are  the  poor  in  fpirit ,  &c.  So  far  as  I  can  judge, 
this  has  been  a  folemn  day  with  many  of  my  poor  people; 
numbers  that  I  never  obferved  before  appeared  to  be  very  at¬ 
tentive.  Our  laft  meeting  continued  till  near  fun-fet ;  but 
as  a  confiderable  number  manifefted  no  difpofition  after  all 
to  leave  the  houfe,  Good  Peter  rofe  and  obferved,  that  I 
muff  be  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  labours  of  the  day,  and 
that  nothing  more  could  be  reafonably  expected  from  me.  He 
then  addrefled  them  with  great  judgment  and  eloquence, — ■* 
Among  other  things  he  faid,  u  That  the  kindeft  compaflion  and 
patience  of  the  Saviour  had  been  fet  before  them  that  day ; 
that  it  appeared  to  him.  That  no  perfon  who  had  a  reafonable 
foul,  and  was  bound  to  eternity,  could  remain  inattentive  and 
not  feel  himfelf  interefted.  That  he  was  fometimes  almoft 
difcouraged,  as  to  the  Indians  becoming  Chriftians  :  he  feared 
there  was  fomething  in  an  Indian’s  heart  that  would  not  hear 
Chrift’s  voice.  Chrift  hath  faid  who  are  blefled  and  happy  ; 
viz.  the  poor  in  fpirit — the  humble  mind.  But  how  few  be¬ 
lieve  this  !  although  Jefus  knows  every  charadler  and  every 
creature,  and  perfedfly  knows  the  worth  of  every  thing :  for 
he  weighs  perfons  and  things  in  the  moll:  righteous  balances. 
But  Indians  do  not  believe  this:  they  hear  with  their  ears, 
but  do  not  hear  with  their  hearts.  Yet  after  all  (faid  he)  I 
cannot  give  up  all  the  Indians  as  loft,  and  for  ever  to  be  loft ; 
becaufe  no  one  can  meafure  the  power  and  mercy  of  the  Lord 
Jefus;  nor  can  I  forget  what  I  once  was.  My  proud  heart 
once  looked  down  with  fcorn  upon  the  religion  of  Jefus,  as 
beneath  the  notice  of  Indians.  ( Here  he  was  interrupted  al- 
moft  by  a  flood  of  tears.)  Is  it  poflible;  is  it  poflible  ? — I 
know  it  is  poflible,  for  Jefus  to  take  away  this  pride.  May 

thu 


A  tuscarora’s  account  of  himself,  24 J 

the  time  come,  when  fome  here  prefent  fhall  experience  it  by 
the  Divine  power  i” 

I  returned  to  my  houfe  about  fun-fet ;  but  within  half  an 
hour  was  applied  to  very  importunately  to  preach  a  ihort  fer- 
mon,  or  attend  a  conference-meeting,  in  a  thick-fettled  part 
ol  the  town,  near  half  a  mile  from  my  own  dwell ing-houfe. 
My  fpirits  were  fo  exhaufted,  I  at  firft  declined  faying  any 
thing  more  that  evening :  however,  as  no  denial  would  be 
taken,  I  difeourfed  from  the  words  of  Solomon — If  thou 
wilt  he  wife ,  thou  Jhalt  be  wife  for  thyfelf.  Blelled  be  God 
for  this  evening :  it  was  an  affe&ing  feafon.  About  ten 
o’clock  returned  home. 

Friday,  26.  Through  the  whole  of  this  week  have  at¬ 
tended  to  private  inftru£tion  at  my  houfe ;  which  was  molt 
convenient,  being  free  from  fmoke.  Some  days  I  have  been 
crowded  with  Indians  from  almoft  every  quarter,  among  whom 
were  two  Tufcaroras,  a  man  and  his  wife,  who  have  been  for 
fome  time  under  a  degree  of  religious  concern.  The  fim- 
plicity  and  unaffectednefs  with  which  they  related  the  various 
exercifes  of  their  minds,  afforded  me  real  entertainment.  As 
they  could  not  get  fufficient  time  in  the  day  for  converfin®- 
with  me,  they  tarried  the  night,  and  talked  the  greateft  part  of 
it.  The  man  obferved,  that  the  firft  thing  that  waked  his  at¬ 
tention  was  the  confideration  of  his  having  a  foul  that  muft  live 
fome  where  for  ever  j  that  ne  had  a  particular  charge  of  this 
foul ;  that  he  fhould  by  and  by  come  to  the  parting  of  the  paths , 
^.s  he  exprefied  it,  meaning  death  5  then  his  Soul  muft  take 
one  of  the  paths,  either  to  the  happy  world  where  the  great 
God  lived,  or  to  the  dark  world  where  the  devil  and  wicked 
fpirits  were  confined.  That,  when  he  came  to  look  back  on 
his  paft  life,  he  ftood  amazed ;  he  appeared  to  himfelf  to  be 
two  perfons  ;  that  the  perfon  who  was  in  the  path  behind 
him,  through  which  he  had  palled,  moved  along  with  his  body, 
but  his  foul,  or  fpirit,  never  looked  out  any  farther  than  the 
fight  of  the  eye  could  compafs.  That  he  never  had  once 
thought  the  God  above  preferved  him  every  moment ;  never 
once  thanked  that  Being  who  had  upheld  him  every  ftep 
through  all  the  path  he  had  trodden  5  but  this  other  perfon,  or 
fecond-felf,  feemed  to  be  continually  approaching  him  :  at 
length  he  came  fo  very  near,  that  he  found  ’twas  his  very  felf  • 
that  he  was  that  very  creature  who  had  lived  without  any 
thoughts  of  God  all  his  life,  and  he  woadered  that  God  did 
not  ftrike  him  dead  in  a  moment ;  he  felt  fuch  a  dread  of 
feeing  God,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  ingratitude  and  abufe 
of  his  foul,  that  for  feveral  days  he  dared  not  look  up,  or 
think  *n  h*s  heart  of  fpeaking  to  God.  It  fcemed  to  him 
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that,  if  he  prefumed  to  fpeak  to  God,  God  would  kill  him  in 
a  moment.  But  at  laft  it  came  into  his  mind  that  Jefus  had 
faid,  I  hat  men  might  look  to  God,  and  pray  to  him,  fince  he 
had  come  into  the  world.  He  then  obferved,  the  fir  ft  thing 
his  heart  fpoke  foftly  was  this:  Nigoh ,  fevenigo  tjinentfyele’ 
i.  e.  God,  thou  art  God,  do  as  thou  pleated.  Laton  ne  Tefos , 
yondealianayen  rfyo'hfa  ;  L  e.  Jefus  faid,  Let  them  pray. — 
Since  that  time,  he  obferved  that  his  heart  would  pray,  and 
thank  God  every  day,  that  Jefus  had  come  into  the  world 
and  had  faid  that  for  his  fake  men  might  pray  to  God. 

Saturday,  27.  Agreably  to  prornife,  went  to  Old  Oneida, 
accompanied  by  feveral  Indians,  to  fpend  the  enfuing  Sabbath' 
there. 

Lord’s-day,  28.  Difcourfed  from  Mark  viii.  36,  37.— 
As  a  confiderable  number  came  down  this  morning  from 
Kanoirwalfhale,  to  attend  divine  worfhip  with  their  brethren 
here,  I  was  obliged  to  fpeak  in  two  languages,  which  length¬ 
ened  out  my  difeourfe  till  near  fun-fet.  After  a  fhort  inter- 
miffion,  they  propofed  to  meet  again  for  finging  pfalms,  and 
defired  me  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer.  1  accordingly 
attended,  and  to  my  great  fatisfadlion.  The  order,  fobriety, 
and  folemnity  obfervable  through  the  whole  exercife,  ex¬ 
ceeded  every  thing  I  ever  fa,w  of  the  kind.  Every  counte¬ 
nance  feemed  to  fpeak  a  fenfe  of  heart  of  the  omniprefent 
God,  who  requireth  fpiritual  worihippers.  They  defired  me 
to  addrefs  them  on  the  occafion,  and  clofe  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  I  paraphrafed  on  the  30th  chapter  of  Ilaiah.  The 
Stockbridge  Indians  fartg  a  number  of  pfalms  and  anthems,  in 
three  or  four  parts,  in  fome  of  which  the  Oneidas  joined 
them,  though  in  a  different  language.  Their  muiic  was  in¬ 
imitably  fweet  and  charming;  it  gave  a  lively  idea  of  the 
accompliftiment  of  thofe  prophecies  in  the  chapter  above- 
mentioned,  when  the  wildernefs  fhall  become  vocal  with 
fongs  and  hallelujahs  to  Zion’s  King.  Our  evening  meeting 
continued  till  near  eleven  o’clock.  Through  our  various  ex- 
ercifes  this  day, I  have  been  enabled  to  fpeak  near  ten  hours; 
and  fome  of  the  Oneidas  who  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with 
me  were  lo  affeffed  with  the  occurrences  ot  the  day,  that  they 
allowed  me  but  little  ileep  through  the  whole  night ;  would 
be  continually  afking  me  queftions  and  exprefiing  their  fur- 
prize  at  what  they  had  feen  the  day  pad.  They  would  fre¬ 
quently  break  out  into  fuch  expreilions  as  thefe :  u  Is  it  pof- 
lible  !  is  it  pofiible  that  the  great  God  can  make  Indians  lee 
and  feel  his  power  and  prefence  in  the  wildernefs  ?  Verily, 
God  is  in  this  place.  I  now  believe  it  pofiible,  fays  one, 
that  Jefus  can  fave  Indians  as  well  as  white  people.” 


A  SERMON 

*  \ 

gy  the  Rev.  Mr.  MELVILL  HORNE, 

Late  one  of  the  Chaplains  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Company; 

The  only  Difcourfe  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  Natives  in 

the  Weflern  parts  of  Africa. 

Preached  about  March  1793. 

[Fhis  fermdn  was  preached  at  Signior  Domingo's  Town,  about  two 
miles  from  the  Company’s  fettlement,  to  a  mixed  congregation 
of  Natives,  American  blacks,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  colony. 
Domingo  was  educated  in  one  of  tire  Portuguefe  iflands,  and  de¬ 
pends  for  falvation  on  his  (Jruciftx  and  Vater  nojier.  He  is  defir- 
ous  of  making  his  countrymen  as  wife  as  himfelf ;  bi  t  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  Chriftianity  feems  to  originate  in  his  refpedl  for 
a  race  of  men  fuperior  to  himfelf,  and  in  the  idea  that  it  gives 
him  confequence  among  his  countrymen. 

In  the  delivery  of  this  difcourfe,  Mr.  Horne  made  ufe  of  an  inter¬ 
preter,  who  rendered  it  fentence  after  fentence  as  he  fpoke  it.  ] 

\Ve  Preach  Christ  crucified. 

.v  i.  ,  > . 

Men  and  Brothers ,  I  beg  you  will  hear  me  with  attention  ;  for  I 
am  going  to  fpeak  to  you,  what  concerns  your  prefent  happinefs,  as 
well  as  your  good,  in  the  place  where  you  are  going  to  after  you  die. 
No  man  ever  before  fpoke  to  you  of  the  great  things  I  am  going 
to  do  ;  and  if  you  believe  what  I  tell  you,  the  great  God,  whofe 
fervant  I  am,  and  who  fent  me  to  fpeak  his  word  to  you,  will 
blefs  you,  and  yotir  women  and  children ;  but  if  you  won’t  hear 
his  word,  and  do  what  he  tells-  you,  he  will  be  angry  ;  and  if 
you  make  him  angry  he  will  be  your  enemy.  For  he  is  the 
great  and  true  God :  there  is  no  God  in  heaven  or  earth  but  he* 
and  he  does  what  he  pleafes,  and  no  people  can  fcand  againft 
him.  This  God,  I  fay,  fent  me  to  you,  to  teach  you  to  know 
him,  and  to  make  you  know  and  do  all  good  things.  This  good 
God  loves  black  men  as  well  as  white  men,  for  he  made  black 
men  as  well  as  white  men,  and  black  men  and  white  men  are 
all  brothers :  white  men  ought  therefore  to  love  black  men,  and 
black  men  to  love  white  men;  for  if  we  who  are  brothers  do 
harm  to  one  another,  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven  will  be  very 
angry,  and  have  a  great  palaver  *  with  us,  and  throw  all  bad 
men  into  a  place  called  Hell,  where  they  will  be  burned  for  ever 
with  fire  and  brimftone. 

This  great  and  good  God,  who  fent  me  to  you  to  fpeak  his 
word,  commands  me  to  tell  you,  that,  a  very  long  time  ago,  he 
made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  fea,  and  the  dry  land  ;  he 
put  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  liars,  in  the  heavens,  to  give  liodit 
and  heat  to  the  earth ;  he  filled  the  fea  with  all  forts  of  fifties, 

*  Palaver  is  a  word  of  great  latitude  in  the  Timinee  language  :  to  pa¬ 
laver  is  to  fpeak  dr  plead  ;  to  hold  a  palaver  is  to  hear  a  caufe  ;  the  Paia- 
ver-houfe  is  the  Council-houfe  or  Court  of  Judicature;  to  make  a  palaver 
againft  a  man  is  to  bring  an  action  in  law  againit  him. 
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and  made  all  the  birds,  the  beads,  the  trees,  and  every  thing  that 
is  on  the  earth,  for  the  ufe  of  men,  that  we  might  have  food  and 
clothes  and  all  good  things. 

Afterwards,  God  Almighty  faid,  u  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  likenefs.”  So  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image  :  he  made  a  man  out  of  the  dull  of  the  earth,  and  breathed 
into  him  a  heavenly  fpirit  which  was  not  made  from  the  earth 
like  the  body  of  man,  but  came  from  God,  That  living  fpirit 
which  God  put  into  man,  is  what  we  call  a  man’s  foul,  and  it  is 
that  which  makes  men  to  think,  and  fpeak,  and  do  fo  many  things 
which  beads  cannot  do.  A  man’s  foul  never  dies;  but  when  the 
bodies  of  men  die,  their  fouls  or  fpirits  live  for  ever  :  good  men’s 
fouls  go  to  God  who  made  them,  and  bad  men’s  fouls  go  to  the 
Devil,  becaufe  they  are  like  him  and  would  not  hear  God’s  word, 
but  did  what  the  Devil  would  have  them  do. 

When  God  had  made  man,  he  looked  upon  him,  and  loved 
him  ;  for  the  man  was  very  good,  and  did  whatever  God  would 
have  him  do.  And  God  made  a  woman,  and  gave  her  to  the 
man,  to  live  with  him,  and  to  be  a  comfort  to  him.  And  God 
gave  to  the  man  and  woman  the  world,  2nd  every  thing  that  was 
in  it.  And  God  bleffed  them,  and  made  them  fruitful,  that  they 
might  have  many  children  to  £11  the  earth.  Now  it  was  from 
that  man  and  woman  that  came  all  the  nations  and  people  of  the 
earth,  both  black  men  and  white  men.  The  man’s  name  was 
Adam  and  the  woman’s  name  was  Eve. 

Then  God  took  the  man  and  woman,  and  put  them  into  a 
beautiful  garden,  which  was  filled  with  all  good  things  for  them. 
God  loved  them,  and  often  came  to  fee  them,  and  talked  with 
them  as  a  man  talketh  with  his  friend  ;  for  the  man  and  woman 
were  very  good,  and  pleafed  God  in  every  thing  they  did  and 
faid.  And,  as  they  were  very  good,  fo  they  were  very  happy : 
for  God  took  care  of  them,  gave  them  every  thing  they  wanted, 
and  preferved  them  from  all  evil. 

Now,  after  God  had  made  the  man  and  woman,  and  done  fo 
much  for  them,  and  given  them  fo  many  good  things,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  how  long  the  man  and  woman  would  love  him,  and 
do  what  he  bid  them.  God,  therefore,  fhewed  the  man  and  wo¬ 
man  (whofe  names  I  told  you  were  Adam  and  Eve)  a  tree  which 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  garden  where  he  had  put  them.  Now 
the  tree  was  called  The  I  ree  of  the  Knowledge  of  Good  and 
Evil :  it  v/as  a  beautiful  tree,  and  the  fruit  was  very  fine.  God 
sold  them,  they  might  eat  of  every  thing  that  was  in  the  garden  ; 
but  he  commanded  them  not  to  eat  the  fruit  of  that  tree.  He 
told  them  that,  fo  long  as  they  did  what  he  commanded  them, 
and  did  not  eat  of  the  fruit  of  that  tree,  they  fhould  be  very 
happy;  that  he  would  blefsthem;  that  they  fhould  never  be  fick  ; 
that  they  lhould  never  feel  pain  ;  and  that  they  fhould  never  die. 
God  alfo  told  them,  that  if  they  did  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
which  he  commanded  them  not  to  cat  of,  he  would  be  very 
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ahgry,  and  have  a  great  palaver  with  them,  and  puniih  them 
with  death. 

Now  you  mud  know  that  the  Devil,  with  many  other  bad  fpi- 
rits,  who  had  been  driven  out  of  Heaven  by  Almighty  God  on 
account  of  their  wickednefs,  hated  God,  and  hated  the  man  and 
woman  becaufe  God  loved  them.  The  Devil  alfo  hated  them  be- 
eaufe  they  were  good  and  he  was  bad,  and  he  was  filled  with 
rage  againft  them  becaufe  they  were  happy  and  had  all  good 
things,  while  he  was  miferable,  and  becaufe  God  was  angry  with 
him  and  had  taken  away  all  good  things  from  him,  fo  that  he 
could  not  reft  day  nor  night. 

Now  the  Devil  fat  down,  to  think  how  he  could  grieve  the 
heart  of  God,  and  make  the  man  and  the  woman  as  unhappy  as 
himfelf :  and  he  thought  if  he  could  perfuade  the  man  and  wo¬ 
man  to  eat  of  the  Tree  of  the  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil,  of 
which  God  had  commanded  them  not  to  eat,  he  fhould  revenge 
himfelf  of  God,  and  make  the  man  and  woman  as  bad  as  himfelf. 

Now  the  Devil  was  very  wife,  and  very  ftrong  to  do  evil,  but 
too  bad  ever  to  do  any  good.  He  therefore  came  to  the  woman, 
in  the  ftiape  of  a  beautiful  and  harmlefs  fnake,  and  he  perfuaded 
her  to  eat  of  the  fruit  which  God  commanded  her  not  to  eat ;  for 
he  told  her  the  fruit  was  very  good,  and  that  if  fhe  did  eat,  it 
would  make  her  as  wife  as  God  himfelf,  and  much  happier  than 
fhe  was  before.  Tho*  the  Devil  knew  all  the  while  that,  what  he  faid 
was  a  lie;  but  the  woman  being  very  foolilh,  and  not  thinking 
as  fhe  ought  to  have  done  of  the  commandment  of  Almighty  God, 
and  deiiring  to  eat  the  fruit  becaufe  it  looked  very  beautiful 
and  good,  at  laft,  did  what  the  Devil  wanted  her  to  do.  She 
ate  of  the  fruit,  and  gave  fome  to  her  hufband,  and  he  did  eat :  and 
the  Devil  rejoiced  over  them,  beeauie  he  had  made  them  mi¬ 
ferable. 

When  Adam  and  Eve,  viz.  the  mail  and  woman,  had  eaterl 
the  fruit,  they  remembered  what  God  had  faid  to  them,  and 
were  filled  with  ftiame  and  fear;  for  they  felt  a  great  change 
in  them,  that  their  hearts  were  become  bad  like  the  Devil’s,  and 
they  knew  God  would  have  a  palaver  againfl  them,  and  they 
were  afraid  that  God  would  kill  their  bodies  and  throw  their 
fouls  into  Hell,  and  there  torment  them  for  ever  with  fire  and 
brimftone :  fo  the  man  and  his  wife  ran,  and  tried  to  hide  them- 
felves  from  God  among  the  trees  of  the  garden  :  but  they  could 
not  hide  themfelves  from  God,  for  his  eye  is  larger  and  brighter 
than  the  fun,  and  God  fees  and  knows  every  thing :  lie  fees  and 
knows  all  the  thoughts  of  man’s  heart,  and  obferves  every  thing 
a  man  does.  Now  God  was  very  angry  with  the  man  and  wo¬ 
man  for  breaking  his  commandment,  and  becaufe  they  were 
now  as  bad  as  the  Devil  himfelf ;  and  he  was  alfo  forry  at  his 
heart  to  fee  them  fo  miferable  as  they  had  made  themfelves  i  for 
though  God  was  angry  with  them,  yet  God  loved  them,  becaufe 
he  was  their  Father,  and  becaufe  God  is  very  good  and  very 
merciful.  And  as  God  is  wiferand  ftronger  titan  the  Devil,  and 
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knew  all  his  wickednefs,  God  determined  to  make  what  the  De¬ 
vil  had  done  to  be  for  his  glory,  man’s  good,  and  the  Devil’s' 
lhame  and  pumihment ;  and  becaufe,  if  God  was  not  to  have  a 
palaver  with  the  man  and  woman,  they  would  do  other  bad  things 
and  never  fear  God  and  do  what  God  would  have  them,  God 
determined  to  have  a  palaver  with  them  and  punifh  them.  But 
God  would  not  throw  them  into  Hell,  becaufe  that  would  pleafe 

t  e  Devil,  and  it  would  grieve  God  himfelf  becaufe  lie  had  made 
them. 

So  God  thought  what  he  would  do;  and  in  the  afternoon,  about 
the  time  of  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  he  went  into  the  garden 
and  found  the  man  and  woman  where  they  hid  themfelves.  and 
called  them.  So  they  came  to  God,  ready  to  die  with  fear ; 
for  God  was  very  angry,  and  told  them  he  knew  what  they  had 
done.  And  they  were  obliged  to  confefs  their  wickednefs,  and 
to^  leave  themfelves  to  God  Almighty  to  do  what  he  pleafed 
with  them,  d  hen  God  told  the  Devil,  w  ho  was  in  the  fnake, 
that  he  fhould  be  ever  curfed,  and  that  he  would  be  revenged  of 
him  ;  and,  becaufe  the  Devil  had  tempted  the  woman  by  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  fnake,  God  curfed  all  fnakes,  and  made  them  to  creep, 
upon  the  earth  and  to  eat  the  du ft.  Then  God  told  the  woman 
that,  tt)  punifh  her  for  what  fhe  had  done,  fhe  fhould  bring 
forth  her  children  with  great  pain  and  danger,  and  that  fhe 
fhould  be  fubjedt  to  her  hufband,  who  fhould  rule  over  her. 

^  Afterwards  God  told  the  man,  becaufe  he  had  done  evil,  that 
God  would  curfe  the  earth  with  barrennefs ;  that  he  fhould  get 
his  bread  with  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  danger  ;  that  he  fhould 
fuffer  ficknefs  and  pain,  and  atlaft  die  and  be  laid  in  the  ground, 
from  which  he  was  made,  and  that  he  would  punifh  all  his  children 
in  the  fame  way  for  his  fake. 

Laft  of  all,  God  Almighty  made  the  man  and  woman  to  know, 
that  if  they  ilili  went  on  to  do  wickedly,  that  after  they  were 
dead,  their  fouls,  which  cannot  die,  fhould  be  cafr  into  Hell 
and  be  burned  with  the  Devil  for  ever  in  fire  and  brimftone.— 
But  to  comfort  them,  and  encourage  them  to  do  good,  he  pro- 
mifed  them,  that  if  they  would  be  truly  forry  for  what  they  had 
done,  and  would  pray  to  him,  and  do  good,  and  do  what  he  told 
them,  that  he  would  forgive  them  and  blefs  them,  give  them 
his  good  Spirit  to  teach  and  comfort  them  and  make  their  hearts 
good  again  ;  and  that  when  they  died  he  would  take  their  fouls 
up  to  Heaven  with  him  to  be  happy  with  him  for  ever.  He  alfo 
told  them,  to  comfort  their  hearts  more  and  more,  that  fometime 
st  woman  fhduld  have  a  Son,  to  be  a  great  and  glorious  fervant  of 
God,  who  fhould  teach  men  to  know  God  and  do  as  God  would 
have  them  ;  and  that  he  would  fo  blefs  that  man,  that  he  fhould 
do  much  good  to  all  men,  and  that  all  who  did  as  that  man  taught 
them  fhould  go  to  Heaven,  and  all  who  would  not  hear  that  man 
fhould  be  call  into  Hell,  when,  at  the  end  of  the  world,  God 
fhonld  have  a  great  palaver  with  ail  men  who  have  ever  lived, 
,When  God  had  finifhed  all  thefe  layings,  he  went  aw'ay  from 

the 


TO  THE  NATIVES  OF  STERRA  LEONE,  253 

fcie  man  and  woman,  and  Tent  an  angel,  that  is  a  good  fpirit, 
from  Heaven,  who  drove  them  out  of  the  beautiful  garden,  the 
happy  place  where  God  had  put  them,  and  an  angel  with  a 
flaming  fword  was  fet  there  to  prevent  them  from  going  in  again. 

After  the  man  and  woman  were  driven  out  from  the  garden 
they  lived  900  years,  and  had  many  fons  and  daughters.  Some 
of  them  were  good,  but  molt  of  them  were  bad,  and  lived  in 
all  manner  of  wickednefs. 

The  longer  the  world  laded,  the  more  bad  men  there  were, 
and  the  greater  was  the  wickednefs  of  the  world.  At  lad  God 
was  fo  angry  with  men  for  their  doing  what  the  Devil  would 
have  them,  and  not  doing  as  God  would  have  them ;  that  he 
was  forry  at  his  heart  that  he  made  man,  and  determined  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  men  in  the  world,  except  one  good  roan  called 
Noah,  and  his  family.  So  God  rained  forty  days  and  nights  on 
the  earth,  and  drowned  every  living  creature  upon  the  earth, 
but  Noah  and  his  family  who  were  faved  in  a  {hip. 

Afterwards  Noah  had  many  children  and  the  earth  was  peopled 
a  fecond  time.  But  men  were  ftill  as  wicked  as  before. 

Now  God  from  time  to  time  fent  many  good  men  to  tell  bad 
people  of  their  fins,  and  to  fay  that  God  would  turn  all  wicked 
men  into  Hell,  if  they  did  not  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and  do 
good.  But  they  would  not  hear  the  good  men,  but  were  angry 
with  them,  and  did  evil  to  them,  and  killed  many  of  them. 

After  all  this,  God  Almighty  who  has  no  pleafure  in  the 
death  of  a  {inner,  and  was  greatly  grieved  to  fee  all  menferving' 
the  Devil,  determined  to  try  once  more,  if  men  would  do  what  he 
would  have  them.  And  a;>  he  had  one  only  Son  whom  he  loved  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  heavens  and  earth,  he  fent  him  into  the  world  to  die 
for  the  falvation  of  Sinners,  and  to  teach  men  the  word  of  God. 
The  name  of  God?s  fon  was  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Saviour  of  Tinners. 
Now  this  Son  of  God  was  born  of  a  woman  that  had  no  man, 
and  lived  in  the  world  more  than  thirty  years.  All  that  time  he 
never  fpoke  a  bad  word,  nor  did  a  bad  thing,  nor  was  any 
wickednefs  in  his  heart;  but  he  was  without  fault,  and  loved 
God  his  Father  with  all  his  heart,  and  loved  all  men  black  and 
white  as  he  loved  himfelf ;  for  though  they  were  very  bad  yet  he 
loved  them,  becaufe  God  made  them,  and  becaufe  they  were  his 
Brothers.  And  he  went  about  doing  Good,  and  performing 
many  wonderful  things.  For  he  healed  all  manner  of  jick  people, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  made 
the  lame  to  walk  and  raifed  the  dead.  He  walked  upon  the  fea, 
commanded  the  winds,  fed  a  great  many  people  with  a  few  fmall 
loaves  of  bread,  changed  water  into  wine,  and  compelled  the 
Devil  to  leave  men  whom  he  troubled.  He  went  about  teaching 
men  to  do  good  things,  to  love  God,  to  love  one  another,  not  to 
tell  lies,  not  to  deal,  not  to  take  another  man’s  woman,  to  live 
m  peace  without  fighting  and  quarrelling,  not  to  get  drunk,  nor 
do  any  bad  thing.  He  told  them  to  repent  of  their  fins,  or  God 
Would  deftroy  them  in  Hell.  He  declared  to  them  that  he  came 
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to  fave  them  from  their  fins,  and  to  die  for  them  to  reconciles 
toem  io  God,  that  their  fins  might  be  forgiven,  and  that  God 
rmght  give  them  eternal  life.  He  alfo  faid  God  had  given  him 
power  over  all  things  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  to  kill  and  to  make 
alive,  to  lave  and  deftroy.  He  alfo  declared  that  whoever  be- 
Ceved  m  his  name  and  kept  his  commandments,  Ihould  be  his 
brothers,  his  friends  and  his  children  ;  that  he  would  make  them 
good  lirie  himielf,  do  them  good  all  the  days  of  their  life,  and 
rowce  them  happy  with  him  in  heaven  when  they  died.  But  that 
ail  who  would  not  believe  in  him,  nor  love  him,  nor  keep  his 
commandments,  but  would  be  enemies  to  him  and  his  Father, 
and  would  do  the  Devils  commandments,  he  would  deftroy  in 
X-ieji  lor  ever  when  he  fhouid  come  down  from  heaven  to  have 
a  great  palaver  with  all  the  men  who  had  ever  lived,  and  tq 
punilh  and  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works. 

Now  though  Jefas  Chrift  was  fo  good  and  taught  them  the 
way  of  God  in  truth,  very  few  believed  in  him  and  loved  him.  All 
tne  reft  hated  him,  told  lies  of  him,  accufed  him  falfely,  made  pa¬ 
lavers  againfc  him,  condemned  him,  whipped  him  cruelly, 
.laughed  at  him,  i pit  in  his  face,  plucked  oft  his  beard,  curfed 
Ban,  and  naked  him  to  a  crofs.  Now  all  this  time  [efus  Chrift 
did  not  lay  a  bad  word,  but  when  he  was  ready  to  die,  he  prayed 

for  them,  faying.  Father,  forgive  them  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do  ! 


When  he  was  dead,  the  good  men  buried  him,  but  on  the 
third  day  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  (overcoming  death  and  the 
Devil  ;  and  went  to  the  good  people  who  loved  him,  and  was 
with  them  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  teaching  them  many 
more  blefted  things  about  his  heavenly  kingdom,  and  tellino* 
them  what  tney  muff  do  always  to  pleafe  God.  Now  one  day, 
as  he  was  teaching  500  of  them,  he  blefled  them  all,  and  went 
up  to  heaven,  and  a  oright  cloud  received  him  ;  and  while  they 
were  looking  up  to  heaven,  two  angels,  good  fpirits  from  the 
throne  or  God,  came  down  to  them,  and  told  them,  that  in  the 
fame  manner  that  Jefus  Chrift  went  up  to  heaven,  he  Ihould 
come  down  from  Heaven  at  the  end  of  the  world  to  have  a  great 
palaver  with  all  men,  good  and  bad. 

After  this,  the  good  men  who  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift  and 
loved  him,  went  to  all  parts  of  the  world  telling  the  people  what 
Chrift  had  commanded  them.  Some  believed  the  good  men, 
loved  them,  turned  from  their  wickednefs,  and  did,  as  God 
would  have  them  ;  but  others  hated  them,  and  put  them  to  death 
as  they  had  done  jefus  Chrift. 

Now  Jefus  Chrift  commanded  the  good  men  to  make  a  book, 
and  to  write  in  it  all  the  good  things  he  had  commanded  them, 
that,  when  the  good  men  were  dead,  thofe  who  come  after 
them  might  know  what  to  believe  and  do,  to  pleafe  God 
and  fave  their  fouls.  That  book  is  the  book  1  have  now 
in  my  hands.  It  is  called  The  Bible,  that  is  the  great 
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snd  good  book,  becaufe  it  teaches  men  to  know  and  love  the 

Great  and  Good  God.  . 

Now,  brothers,  I  am  the  fervant  of  God  and  of  his  Son  Jeius 
Chrift.  I  love  them,  becaufe  they  have  loved  me,  and  done 
great  and  wonderful  things  for  me.  I  am  not  afraid  to  die,  be¬ 
caufe  at  death  I  fhall  go  to  God  and  jefus  Chrift,  and  to  all  good 
men.  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  Devil,  becaufe  he  can  hurt  no  one 
who  loves  God  and  Jefus  Chrift. 

God  and  jefus  Chrift  have  fent  me  to  you,  to  teach  you  the 
things  that  are  in  his  book,  that  you  may  be  faved.  God  and 
Jefus  Chrift  love  you  and  command  me  to  tell  you  fo,  and  of 
many  good  things  they  have  done  for  you.  But  I  have  not  time 
to  tell  you  half  of  thefe  things  now,  but  I  will  come  many  times, 
if  I  can,  to  tell  you  thefe  things,  and  if  you  believe  them,  they 
will  always  make  your  hearts  glad  within  you. 
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The  former  accounts  of  Free-Towun,  publifhed  in  No.  10  of  the 
Kegifter,  announced,  that  as  foon  as  the  Directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  heard  of  the  aevaftation  made  by  the  French  at  Sierra  Leone 
they  loft  no  time  in  fending  out  two  fmall  veftels  with  an  affort- 
ment  of  neceftaries  for  the  colony.  We  are  now  able  to  give  the 
following  information. 

The  brig  Amy,  which  happened  not  to  have  failed  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  when  the  news  of  the  calamity  was  pretty  generally  known, 
arrived  at  Free-town,  March  26,  1795,  after  a  paffage  of  forty 
days.  She  carried  out  his  Excellency  Governor  Dawes,  whofe 
return  to  the  iettlement  caufed  univerfal  joy. 

John  Kizell,  one  of  our  negro  Baptift  brethren,  who  came  to 
England  in  the  company’s  fervice,  failed  in  the  fame  veffel,  and 
was  enabled  to  take  out  a  venture  with  him,  which  he  fold  ex¬ 
tremely  well.  The  profits  were  to  have  been  folely  for  his  own 
life  :  but  though,  in  the  general  havock  which  was  made  while 
lie  was  from  home,  he  loft  what  property  he  had  in  the  colony, 
of  his  own  accord,  in  the  generofity  of  his  heart,  he  divided  the 
profits  of  the  venture  amongft  his  brethren,  thus  alleviating  their 
diltreftes  as  far  as  he  was  able. 

Since  then,  the  church  and  congregation,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Rippon  f ,  have  fent  to  their  plundered  brethren  and  fillers 
in  Free-town  five  chefts  of  wearing-apparel,  moftly  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  and  lome  of  it  quite  new.  The  whole  got  fafe  to  them; 
and,  by  letters  to  the  brethren  Rippon  and  Pearce,  dated  June 

30th  and  July  the  2d,  Mr.  David  George  thus  writes  : - 

“  On  the  26th,  (he  does  not  fay  of  what  month,)  the  vef¬ 
fel  arrived  with  clothes  from  our  chriftian  friends  afar  off. — 

t  Several  benevolent  individuals  alfo,  belonging  to  the  churches  in 
Wild-ftreet  and  Goodman’s-ftelds,  London,  have,  this  September,  for¬ 
warded  an  handfome  contribution.  Editor. 
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¥  hat  111311  'Te  lay  *  .  Is  not  God  for  us !  He  heard  the  crv  or 

us6  Po°f°u  Td  gaVe  hlS  Ie°-Ple  in  London  an  heart  to  think  of 
“  ~°fr,US  115  P°or  P.e°Ple  «  Africa.  O  that  we  may  all  ever 
P,  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs.  The  clothing  was  welcome  to 

cLtv^'evTrvn0"’)  diftributcd  throughout  the  whole  fo- 

enouo-h  for  rh»n~  ,We  lcnow  not  how  to  be  thankful 

one  hen ^  ^  ?00dne/s  °f  the  chriftians  in  London;  but  with 

brother  in  C  ^  tW  And  we  Wlfll  ^  7°*,  our 

f,  °  ber  ln  God’  wPuld  g've  our  hearty  thanks  to  every  one  of 

fo  ZngrZmni  L?  ~b,ered  USh  as  the7  are  well  known 

davofnra  L  ^  y  ^  5th>  WE  h°Pe  t0  {Pend  as  a 

to  Li  p  y  and  thanksgi  vino  to  the  Lord,  for  his  kindnefs 

"  ACaullnS  us  t0  be  remembered  by  chriftians  in  a  far  coun- 

‘!f  dld  totend,  as  I  wrote  you  in  April  laft,  to  go  as  foon  as  I 
u  o  preach  the  gospel  among  the  natives,  and  to  take  Tho- 
jnas  London,  a  member  of  our  church,  with  me  as  an  interpreter*, 
ut  the  natives  are  now  at  war  with  one  another,  though  they  are 
at  peace  with  us.  '  lc 

I  am  well,  and  my  family ;  and  my  congregation  in  general 
are  very  learty.  .  The  rains  are  juft  begun  with  us,  and  the  co¬ 
lony  is  in  a  thriving  condition  fince  the  French  left  us. 

“  oince  I  came  from  England  I  have  had  the  pleafure  of  bap- 
tizing  three  brothers  and  ieven  fillers;  one  of  the  brothers  is 
an  African  born.  I  am  ready  to  do  what  little  good  I  can  for 
Chrift.  I  hope  the  Lora  will  fpread  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gof- 
pel  throughout  Africa,  in  his  own  due  time.  ° 

.  “  fe£  fumble  and  hearty  thanks  be  known  to  all  the  Bap- 
tilt  churches  for  the  favors  they  have  done  us,  in  providing  for 
a  piace  of  worfhip  where  we  may  ferve  the  Lord.  We  hope  that 
the  houfe  will  be  built  in  his  name  ;  but  we  do  not  think  proper 
to  go  about  it  immediately,  nor  does  our  Governor.” 

A  deed  of  truft  relative  to  the  meeting-houfe  having  been  fent 
to  f  ree-town  for  execution,  Mr.  David  George  confuted  Go¬ 
vernor  Dawes  on  the  bufmefs :  in  confequence  of  which  the  Go- 
vernor,  in  a  very  polite  and  obliging  letter  to  Mr.  Rippon,  of 

Ju  y  14th  laft,  ,ays,  “  Mr.  David  George  no  doubt  does  much  good 

“*ere . has  confulted  me  upon  building  a  meeting-houfe... 

It  would  certainly  be  imprudent  to  do  it  now.  The  French  may 
give  us  another  call.  We  hope  to  have  peace  foon,  then  will  be 
the  time  to  build.  When  it  is  proper,  I  fhall  be  very  ready  to 
main  getting  the  deed  of  truft  properly  executed,  and  in '  any 
other  matter  which  may  require  my  afliftance.  By  the  next 
conveyance,  hope  I  fhall  be  a  little  more  diffufe ;  in  the  mean 

time,  fhall  be  extremely  happy  to  be  favoured  with  your  cor* 
refpondence.” 

A  Ietter  from  another  perfon  at  Free-town  fays,  «  We  have 
iiad  two  earthquakes;  one  of  which  was  very  {hocking.” 

*  Thomas  London  is  a  native  African.  Editor, 
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Communicated  by  feveral  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee* 
to  be  inferted  in  the  Baptist  Annual  Register. 


The  attention  of  the  public  having  been  for  feveral  months 
diredfed  to  the  defirablenefs  and  neceftity  of  fending  Chriftian 
Miflionaries  to  the  pagan  world,  we  rejoice  that  the  various 
pieces  which  have  appeared  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine  have 
contributed  in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  formation  of  a  Mif¬ 
ftonary  Society.  It  is  with  unfpeakable  fatisfadtion  we  now 
inform  our  anxious  readers  that  their  wijhes  are  not  only 
gratified,  but  our  own  expectations  far,  very  far  exceeded.— « 
Never  did  we  think  our  eyes  would  behold  a  fcene  fo  plead¬ 
ing  as  that  which  has  on  this  occafion  been  prefented  !  The 
dear  Friend  of  Sinners  has  put  our  unbelief  to  the  blufh,  and 
fhown  that  his  arm  is  not  fhortened,  nor  his  ears  inattentive 
to  the  united  cries  of  numerous  religious  foceties  aftembled 
in  this  kingdom  and  America,  to  pray  for  the  fpread  of  the 
everlafting  Gofpel  at  home  and  abroad.  Happy  fhould  we 
be,  in  attempting  to  detail  the  proceedings  of  the  conference, 
could  we  diffufe  the  fame  fpirit  among  our  readers  that  ani¬ 
mated  the  multitudes  who  attended  the  public  fervices  on  this 
occafion. 

Monday  morning,  September  2ift,  1795.  The  London  and 
3s  many  more  of  the  country  minifters  who  were  come  to 
town,  met  at  the  Caftle  and  Falcon,  Alderfgate-ftreet,  to  ar¬ 
range  the  proceedings  of  the  conference ;  and,  to  Ihow  their 
devotednefs  to  this  fublime  objedt,  opened  a  fubfeription 
among  themfelves  to  the  amount  of  740 1.  donations,  and 
about  50!.  annual  fubferiptions. 

In  the  evening,  the  hrft  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
above  place,  at  fix  o’clock.  This  was  attended  by  fo  refpec- 
table  a  number  of  minifters,  and  well-known  friends  of  the 
Gofpel,  that  it  wras  evident  the  religious  public  only  waited 
tor  the  fignal  to  unite  their  efforts  in  this  benevolent  purfuit. 
Sir  Egerton  Leigh,  Baronet,  being  voted  into  the  chair,  Mr. 
Boden,  of  Hanley-green,  opened  the  meeting  with  a  fhort 
but  impreffive  prayer;  Mr.  Steven,  of  London,  next  ftated 
what  fteps  had  been  taken  to  roufe  the  public  attention  and  to 
ailemble  the  general  meeting. 

A  circular  letter,  which  had  been  fen t  to  minifters  through- 
m  the  kingdom,  was  read  by  the  chairman.  Mr.  Love, ^  of 

London 
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London,  read  many  letters  from  minifters  in  the  country  af. 
fining  the  London  Committee  of  their  hearty  concurrence 
ariu  01  their  individual  and  united  determinations  to co-operatc 
m  every  meafure  that  had  a  tendency  to  promote  a  Million  to 
heathen  and  unenlightened  countries .  Encouraging  letter's  from 
Scotland  were  alfo  read,  and  the  company  viSbly  affected 
m  ormed,  tnat  praying  locieties  had  refolved  to  engage 
in  interceffions  at  Glafgow,  at  the  very  time  the  minifters  and 
their  menus  were  aflembled  in  London.  Thus  it  is  manifeft, 
tnat,  m  difterent  parts  of  this  ifland,  the  hearts  of  Chriftians 
V/ei  e  cc  actuated  by  that  one  Spirit  who  animates  the  one  body 
01  the  cnurch  of  ChriftT  Mr.  Haweis  next  read  letters  from 
several  perfons  who  had  tendered  their  fervices  as  Miflionaries 

m  this  glorious  caufe. 

**■ 

.  V  was  t,len  refolved,  and  with  perfect  unanimity,  That 
zt  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting ,  that  the  eftablifhment  of  a  So- 

acty  for  fending  MiJJtonaries  to  the  heathen  and  unenlightened 
countries  is  highly  deferable, 

i  he  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  unammoufly  voted  to 
thole  aftociated  and  individual  minifters  who  had  favoured  the 
fociety  with  their  communications  or  prefence,  and  the  fe- 
cretary  was  requefted  to  make  them,  and  through  them  their 
'congregations,  acquainted  with  this  reiolutiGn.  About  nine 
o’clock  the  meeting  was  adjourned  in  the  moft  perfect  har- 

niony,  with  the  higheft  expreffions  of  fatisfaeftion  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  that  evening. 

Books  of  fubfeription  were  immediately  opened,  and  the 
liberal  contributions  and  annual  fubferiptions  of  that  evening 
fuinciently  demonftrated,  that  this  excellent  caule  would  never 
fail  for  want  of  pecuniary  afiiftance. 

ft  uefday  morning,  ten  o’clock,  a  numerous  and  refpedfable 
congregation  affembled  at  Northampton-cnapel,  Spa-fields, 
including  about  tv/o  hundred  minifters  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions.  Prayers  Were  read  by  Mr.  Kirkman ;  Mr.  Sibree, 
of  P  roome,  gave  opt  the  2d  of  the  Mijfeonary  Hymns*  ;  Mr. 
Haweis  prayed;  Mr.  Leggett,  of  Strood,  gave  out  the  8th 
hyrnn^  Mr.  Haweis  preached  from  Mark  xvi.  15,  16. — And 
he  /aid  unto  them ,  Go  ye  into  all  all  the  worlds  and  preach  the 
Go  [pel  to  every  creature .  He  that  belleveth  and  is  baptized 
fball  be  feaved ;  but  he  that  belleveth  not  Jh all  be  damned,  Mr. 
Cook,  of  Maidenhead,  read  the  23d  hymn ;  and  Mr.  Lam¬ 
bert,  of  Hull,  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayer. 

*  Miffionary  Hymns,  competed  and  feledted  for  the  fervice  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  were  printed,  by  order  of  the  committee,  and  furig  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  places  of  worfhip.  Sold  by  T.  Chapman,  No.  151,  Fleet  ftreet; 
price  two-pence. 

f>  •  Immediately 
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Immediately  after,  all  perfons  defirous  of  becoming  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fociety  were  requefted  to  afTemble  in  the  area  of 
the  chapel.  Mr.  Kingfbury,  of  Southampton,  being  chofen 
moderator,  introduced  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety  with  prayer  ; 
Mr.  Eyre  gave  a  concife  hiftory  of  Millions ;  a  committee, 
eonfifting  of  the  Rev.  Me  ft'.  Bogue,  Eyre,  G  reathced,  Haweis, 
Hey,  Hill,  Kingfbury,  Lambert,  Love,  Reynolds,  Saltern, 
Steven,  and  Waugh,  were  appointed  to  bring  forward  the 
plan  of  the  fociety.  During  their  ab fence,  Mr.  Wilkes  gave 
out  the  1  ft  hymn,  and  delivered  a  fhort  congratulatory  add  refs 
to  the  minifters.  On  the  return  of  the  committee,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  plan  was  prefented  and  approved  ;  and  about  three 
o’clock  the  meeting  adjourned. 

PLAN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

I.  The  Name — The  Missionary  Society. 

II.  The  Object — The  foie  object  is  to  fpread  the'  knowledge 
pf  Chrift  among  heathen  and  other  unenlightened  nations. 

III.  The  .Members  —  Perfons  fubfcribincr  one  guinea  or 
more  annually;  every  benefactor  making  a  donation  of  ten 
pounds;  one  of  the  executors,  on  the  payment  of  a  legacy 
amounting  to  fifty  pounds  or  upwards;  and  minifters,  or  other 
reprefentatives  of  congregations  in  the  country,  which  fob- 
fcrine  or  collect  for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety  five  pounds  annually. 

•  v  •  Oeneral  Meetings —  I  o  be  held  annually  in  London 
on  the  fecond  Wednefday  of  May,  and  oftener*  if  neceftary, 
to  choofe  a  treafurer,  directors,  fecretary,  and  collectors,  and 
to  receive  reports,  audit  accounts,  and  deliberate  on  what  far¬ 
ther  Peps  may  heft  promote  the  object  of  the  fociety.  At 
every  fuch  meeting,  one  fermon  or  more  fhali  be  preached, 
by  one  or  more  of  the  aflociated  minifters,  and  notice  given  as 
is  uiuai  on  fuch  occasions.  [  he  prelident  for  the  day  ihall 
open  and  conclude  the  meeting  with  prayer,  and  fio-n  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  tire  proceedings.  All  matters  propofed  ifiall  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  majority  of  the  members  prefent. 

V.  The  Direction — Eo  conlift  of  as  many  directors  annu¬ 
ally  chofenout  of  its  members  as  circumftances  may  require. 
At  tne  fiift  meeting  twenty-five  ihall  be  elected,  with  power 
to  aftociatc  witn  themfelves  fuch  an  additional  number  as  may 
be  judged  by  them  expedient,  when  the  extent  of  the  fociety 
is  afcertained.  Three-fifths,  and  no  more,  of  thefe  Directors 
ftiall  re  fide  in  or  near  London;  where  all  monthly  meetings 
ftiaii  be  held  for  tranfa&ing  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety.  Not 
lef-  than  feven  fhali  conftitute  a  board.  For  greater  facility 
and  expedition  they  may  fubdivide  into  committees,  for  ma¬ 
naging  the  funds,  conducting  the  correfpondence,  making  re¬ 
ports,  examining  miliionaries,  directing  the  millions,  dec.;  but 

no 
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no  aft  of  thefe  committees  fhall  be  valid  till  ratified  at  a 
monthly  meeting.  No  expenditure  exceeding  iool.  fhall  be 
made  without  coniultmg  all  the  Diredors,  or  500I.  without 
calling  a  general  meeting  of  the  fublcribers.  Annual  fub- 
icnbers  of  iol.  or  upwards,  and  benefadors  of  iool.  or  more, 
may  attend,  if  they  pleafe,  with  the  diredors,  at  any  of  the 
monthly  meetings.  On  any  emergency  the  directors  fhall  call 
ageiieralmeetiiig  of  the  fociety,  to  whom  their  arrangements 
mall  be  fubmitted;  nor  fhall  they  enter  upon  a  new  million 
till  they  obtain  the  general  concurrence. 

^  Funds  Arifing  from  donations,  legacies,  fub- 
fcnptions,  coiledions,  &c.  fhall  be  lodged  as  foon  as  colle&ed 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer.  .  The  diredors  fhall  place  in 
the  public  funds  all  monies  fo  paid,  whenever  they  exceed  300I. 
until  they  are  required  for  the  ule  of  the  million;  excepting  it 
appears  to  tnem  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  the  fociety. 

V^II.  Salaries'—  The  fecretary  fhall  receive  fuch  a  lalary 
as  the  diredors  may  appoint :  but  the  Diredors  themfelves 
ihall  tranfact  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety  without  any  emolument. 

In  the  evening  of  T uefday,  the  worfbip  was  cpnduded  in 
Crown-court  meeting-houfe,  Covent-garden  \  but  before  the 
commencement  of  the  fervice,  it  was  crowded  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree,  as  to  prevent  a  confiderable  number  of  minifters  and 
others  from  gaining  accefs  to  the  doors.  Mr.  Hey,  of  Briftol, 
began  with  the  3d^hymn ;  Mr.  Waugh,  of  London,  prayed  ; 
Air.  Hey  then  gave  out  the  4th  hymn;  Mr.  Burder,  of  Co¬ 
ventry,  preached  from  Jonah  iii.  2. — Arife,  go  unto  Nineveh \ 
that  great  city,  and  preach  unto  it  the  preaching  that  I  bid  thee ; 
after  which  the  1  ith  hymn  was  given  out  by  Mr.  Hey;  and 
Mr.  Parfons,  of  Leeds,  concluded  with  prayer. 

Service  being  ended,  Mr.  Kingfbury  was  again  chofen  mo¬ 
derator.  Mr.  Burder  read  the  plan  of  the  fociety,  and  the 
committee  was  appointed  to  nominate  gentlemento  fill  up  the 
diredion.  About  nine  o’clock  the  people  were  difmified. 

So  great  was  the  prefiure  of  the  people,  as  to  excite  appre-? 
henfions  that  Mr.  Burder  would  be  unable  to  proceed ;  but 
to  our  agreeable  difappointment,  he  had  no  (boner  began  his 
difcourfe,  than  the  moft  ferious  and  pleafing  attention  pervaded 
the  whole  congregation. 

Oil  Wednefday  morning,  the  fecond  day  of  the  conference, 
the  people  afiembled  at  ten  o’clock,  at  Haberdafher’s-hall 
meeting-houfe.  Mr.  Lowell,  of  Woodbridge,  began  with  a 
fhort  prayer,  and  reading  the  noth  pfalm,  and  the  10th  chap¬ 
ter  of  St.  Luke.  Mr.  Sloper,  of  Devizes,  read  the  1 5th 
hymn ;  Mr.  Saltern,  of  Bridport,  prayed ;  Mr.  Herdfman,  of 
South-Petherton,  gave  out  the  7th  hymn  5  Mr.  Greatheed, 
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•f  Newport-Pagnell,  preached  from  Luke  loth,  and  the  lad 
elaufe  of  the  29th  verfe,  And  who  is  my  neighbour  ?  Ivin 
Smelle,  of  Great-Grimfby,  gave  out  the  16th  hymn  ;  and 
Mr.  Whitridge,  of  Ofweftry,  concluded  with  prayer. 

After  fervice,  Dr.  Hunter  being  chofen  moderator,  the  mi- 
nifters  proceeded  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  plan  ; 
when,  having  dilcufied  feveral  fubjedfs  relative  to  the  miflion 
and  nominated  twenty- five  diredtors,  they  adjourned,  about 
three  o  clock.  1  he  meeting  was  begun  and  clofed,  by  the 
moderator,  with  prayer. 

A  vaft  congregation  aflembled  in  the  evening  at  the  Ta¬ 
bernacle,  an  hour  before  the  appointed  time.  T  houfands  are 
faid  to  have  gone  away,  unable  to  get  in.  The  front  feat  of 
the  four  extenfive  galleries  all  around,  containing  room  for 
an  hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  was  occupied  wholly  by  mi- 
nifiers,  befides  many  others  were  difperfed  through  the  con- 
giegation.  Mr.  Slatterie,  of  Chatham,  offered  up  a  fhort 
prayer,  and  read  the  nth  chapter  of  Ifaiah;  Mr.  Ralph,  of 
Maidlione,  lead  the  14th  hymn;  Mr.  Jay,  of  Bath,  prayed; 
Mr.  Rooker,  of  Gold-hill,  gave  out  the  10th  hymn;  Mr. 
Hey  preached  irom  Eph.  i.  10. — *That  in  the  difpenfation  of  the 
of  times , .  he  might  gather  together  in  one ,  all  things  in 
Chrifj  both  which  are  in  heaven ,  and  zvhich  are  on  earthy  even 
in  hinu  The  5th  hymn  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Beaufoy,  of  Town- 
button  ;  and  Mr.  Townfend,  of  Ramfgate,  clofed  with  prayer. 

.  After  the  fervice,  Mr.  Wilks  announced  the  names  of  the 
intended  directors. 

On Thurfday  morning, the  miniflers  aflembled  between  eHht 
and  nine  o  clock,  in  the  fchool-room  adjoining  to  Surry- chap  el, 
and  gave  in  their  names  and  places  of  abode.  Thofe  dele¬ 
gated  from  affiliations,  or  particular  churches,  fat  by  them- 
e  ves,  and  communicated  the  probable  extent  of  the  pecuniary 
affiltance  which  their  refpedfcive  conftituents  might  be  able  to 
contribute.  It  was  afterwards  refolved,  that  the  flrft  mif- 
lionary  efforts  fhould  be  dire&ed  to  the  South  Seas. 

.P.l^lic  ^eivice  began  at  ten  o’clock,  and  confiderably  more 
miniirers  attended  than  the  front-feat  round  the  gallery  could 
contain.  Prayers  were  read  by  Mr.  Percy,  of  London ;  the 
idth  hymn  was  read  by  Mr.  Wood,  of  Rowell ;  Mr.  Griffin 
of  Portfea,  prayed ;  the  12th  hymn,  by  Mr.  Audley,  of  Cam- 

bridge  ;  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  preached  from  Matt.  xxiv.  14 _ 

And  this  gofpel  of  the  kingdom /hall  be  preached  in  all  the  world- 
for  a  witnejs  unto  all  nations  :  and  then  Jhall  the  end  come . 

I  he  24th  hymn  by  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Newmarket.  Mr. 
Kay,  of  Sudbury,  Suffolk,  prayed.  Mr.  Hill  then  gave  out 
the  25th  hymn  of  the  Surry-chapel  Colleflion.  After  this, 
Haweis>  w  »  Speech  of  cgnfidcmble  length,  affigned 
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various  reafons  for  making  the  firft  mi/lionary  attempt  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  South-Sea  iflands  J.  The  fervice  con? 
eluded,  about  two  o’clock,  with  a  doxology,  a  Praife  God, 
from  whom  all  bldfings  flow,”  &c. 

^  i  he  laft  public  fervice  was  at  Tottenham-court  chapel,  on 
i  hurfday  evening.  Here  alfo  the  congregation  was  immenfely 
great.  I  he  firfi:  leat  round  the  gallery j  and  the  fecond  feat  in 
the  front -gallery,  were  occupied  by  minifters.  Prayers  were 
read  by  Mr.  Edwards,  curate  of  the  chapel ;  Mr.  Jefferfon* 
of  Bafingftoke,  gave  out  the  21ft  hymn  ;  Mr.  Cook,  of  Mai¬ 
denhead,  prayed;  Mr*  Golden,  of  Croydon,  read  the  19th 
hymn  ;  Mr.  Bogue  preached,  from  Haggai  i.  2.— Thus  fpeak - 
eth  the  Lord  of  Hofs ,  faying ,  This  people  fay ,  the  time  is  not 
come ,  the  time  that  the  Lord's  houfe  Jhould  be  built *  Mr. 
Threfher,  of  Abingdon,  the  9th  hymn;  Mr.  Crole,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  prayed;  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Knight,  of  London,  clofed  with 
a  fhort  exhortation. 

Thus  concluded  the  folemn  fervices  of  the  conference,  long, 
long  to  be  remembered  by  thoufands ;  all  appearing  to  unite 
in  this  fentiment,  it  was  never  jo  Jeen  in  our  IJraeL  Some  of 
the  minifters  prefent  on  Monday  evening,  finding  fo  large  an 
aflembly  pafs  a  refolution  with  cheerful  unanimity  That  a 
mifionary  Jociety  was  defir  able ,  could  not  for  a  time  proceed, 
for  tears  of  joy. 

The  grandeft  objeeft  that  ever  occupied  the  human  mind — • 
the  falvation  of  fouls,  was  prefented  in  fuch  a  variety  of  views, 
and  in  fo  ftriking  a  manner  by  the  preachers,  that  every  fe- 
rious  perfon  awoke  as  from  a  dream,  filled  with  furprife  that 
fo  noble  a  deiign  had  never  before  been  attempted  by  them, 
and  longing,  by  future  exertions,  to  redeem  loft  opportunities. 
Many  minifters,  who  before  doubted  whether  the  Lord’s  time 
for  fuch  an  attempt  were  come,  are  now  completely  fatisfied, 
and  join  with  equal  ardour  in  a  caufe  fo  glorious.  The  great 
number  who  attended  as  delegates  from  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  the  multitudes  who  thronged  the  largeft  places  of 
worfhip  in  London,  the  countenance  and  liberal  donations  of 
the  wealthy,  the  appearance  of  fo  many  minifters  in  one  place, 
and  in  fo  confpicuous  a  fituation,  were  grand  and  pleafing  ;  the 
fuitablenefs  of  the  hymns,  and  the  fervour  with  which  they  were 
fung,and  above  all  the  moll  evident  and  uncommon  out-pouring 
of  the  Spirit  on  the  minifters,  in  their  fermons,  exhortations, 
and  prayers,  imprefted  the  whole  congregation  with  a  iblem- 
nity  and  pleafure,  not  ufual  even  in  religious  aflemblies,  and 
conft rained  them  all  to  fay,  This  is  a  new  Pentecojl ;  nor  was 

it  a  doubt  with  any  whether  the  Lord  was  among  us  or  note 

■ 

J  Millions  to  other  parts  of  the  world  are  alfo  ia  contemplation. 
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Another  confideration  that  rendered  thefe  feafons  unfpeak- 
ably  delightful,  was  the  viiible  union  of  minifters  and  Chrif- 
tiansof  all  denominations  ;  who,  for  the  firfl  time,  forgetting 
their  party  prejudices,  ana  partialities,  aflembled  in  the  fame 
place,  fung  the  fame  hymns,  united  in  the  fame  prayers,  and 
felt  themfelves  one  in  C  hr  ill.  This  fentiment  was  fo  uni  venal, 
that,  when  Mr.  Bogue  in  the  courfe  of  his  fermon,  faid  u  we 
are  called  together  this  evening  to  the  funeral  of  bigotry ,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  he  buried  fo  deep,  as  never  to  rife  again,” 
the  whole  vaft  body  of  people  manifefted  their  concurrence, 
and  could  fcarcely  refrain  from  one  general  fhout  of  joy.  Such 
a  feene  was,  perhaps,  never  before  beheld  in  our  world,  and 
afforded  a  glorious  earned  of  that  nobler  affetnbly,  where 
we  fhali  meet  all  the  redeemed,  and  in  the  prefence  and  be-* 
fore  the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  (hall  ling,  as  in  the  laft  hymn  of 
the  ler vice,  Grown  him,  crown  him 9  crown  him  Lord  of  all  / 

On  h  riday  evening,  the  whole  body  of  the  members  of 
the  fociety  met  at  the  Caffle  and  Falcon,  where  feveral  im¬ 
portant  refolutions*  were  palled,  the' plan  finally  fettled,  and 
about  thirty  gentlemen  chofen  directors  for  the  prefenf  year. 

W e  feel  a  ftrong  inclination  to  give  an  account  of  alf  the 
liberal  donations,  and  annual  fubfenptions,  together  with  the 
affecting  ci re um ffances  with  which  many  of  them  were  made  ; 
but  are  prevented  by  the  neceffity  of  fending  our  materials 
immediately  to  the  prefs.  In  a  future  number,  we  may,  per¬ 
haps,  gratify  our  readers  with  the  names  of  the  directors 
chofen  by  the  fociety,  and  with  the  amount  of  our  fubferip- 
tion^ ;  tind  hope  in  the  mean  time,  that  their  own  liberal 
contributions  will  enable  us  to  fwell  the  fum. 

The  fix  fermons  preached  on  the  occafion,  with  a  minute 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  conference,  are  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  printed  by  the  defire,  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
~  K  ,Ct/-  1  PUBLIC  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  GUARD  A- 

gainst  every  spurious  publication.  That  which 
we  announce,  will  be  publifhed  by  T.  Chapman,  the  printer 
°*  ye  evangelical  Magazine,  price,  about  2.1.  6 d.  ~ 

On  Monday  morning,  26  directors  met  at  10  o’clock, 
an;,  mime;. lately  appointed  two  fecretaries,  the  Rev  To'  -i 
Love  of  Hoxton ;  and  Mr.  W.  Shrubfole,  of  Old-ftreet  road. 
Mr*  Love  10  manage  all  the  correfpondence  out  of  England. 

*  Among  thefe  it  was  refolved, 

7  hat  a  correfpondence  be  opened  with  foreign  nV  i 

Thu  yciyyheif attemi°n £° ^  <^1,  mrcheS) 
Awtiirtd  Tr  — *  can 

H.rne,  for  their  miffionary  publications, l°  Mf'  Melv1‘ 
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THE 

KENT  AND  SUSSEX  ASSOCIATION 

Aflembled  at  Handcrofs  in  Suffix ,  June  2,  and  3, 

?  Tuefday.  The  meffengers  of  the  feveral  churches  met  at  tw& 
o  clock.  Begun  with  ftnging,  which  was  repeated  as  ufual  irs 
the  feveral  fervices.  Brother  Humphrey  read  Eph.  iv.  and  then 
prayed.  Brother  Copping  was  chofen  Moderator,  and  Brother 
Stanger,  Scribe ;  and  the  meffengers  read  the  letters  from  the 
refpedtive  churches. 

Public  worlhip  began  at  half  pad  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Fofter 
prayed.  Brother  Coe  preached  from  Ifa.  xxvi.  10.  Come  my 
people,  enter  than  into  thy  chambers ,  and  jhut  thy  doors  about  thee ; 
&c.  and  Brother  Stanger  concluded  in  prayer.  Afterwards  Bro¬ 
ther  Middleton  read  a  letter  from  the  Warwick  Alfociation,  in 
America  ;  in  which  they  defired  to  hold  a  yearly  correfpondence 
with  this  Alfociation  :  the  propofal  wa9  received  with  much 
pleafure,  and  Brother  Middleton  was  defired  to  w'rite  to  them. 

Wednefday .  The  meifengers  met  at  fix  o’clock,  and  two  Brethren 
having  engaged  in  prayer,  the  Circular  Letter  which  Brother 
Stanger  had  been  deputed  to  prepare,  was  read,  approved,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  an  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  what 

ARE  THE  BEST  EVIDENCES  OF  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  IN  A 

believer’s  heart.  Public  worlhip  began  at  ten  o’clock; 
Brother  Middleton  prayed.  Brother  Purdy  preached  from  Ifa. 
xliv.  23.  Sing,  O  ye  Heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it ;  Jhout 
ye  lovoer  parts  of  the  earth  ;  break  forth  into  finging ,  ye  mountains  * 
O  foreft  and  every  tree  therein,  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob , 
and  glorified  hi?nfelf  in  Tfrael,  Brother  Atwood  concluded  in 
prayer. 

The  meffengers  met  again  at  three  o’clock.  Brother  Mid¬ 
dleton  having  revifed  the  Preliminary  Rules  of  the  Alfociation, 
it  was  agreed  to  have  them  printed,  and  that  the  obfervation 
of  the  Annual  Fall-day,  and  the  Monthly  prayer  Meetings,  be 
further  recommended  to  the  churches.  The  next  annual  Affo- 
ciation,  to  be  held  at  Belfels  Green,  near  Sevenoaks,  in  Kent ; 
on  the  firlt  Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  June  1796.  To  com¬ 
mence  at  two  o’clock  on  the  Tuefday.  The  Brethren  Atwood, 
Booker,  and  Middleton  to  preach,  or  (in  cafe  of  failure)  the 
Brethren  Read  and  Knott.  Put  up  at  the  White-hart,  Riverhead. 

It  was  agreed  that  Brother  Atwood  do  write  the  next  Circular 
Letter,  and  that  one  of  the  following  fubjetts  be  recommended 
to  him.  1.  Communion  with  God.  2.  What  is  believing  in 
Jefus  Chrift  unto  eternal  life  ? 

Alfembled  again  at  half  pad  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Booker 
prayed,  Brother  Fofter  preached  from  Pfalm  lxxxiv.  n.  For 
the  Lord  God  is  a  Sun  and  Shield,  & c.  the  Moderator  prayed  and 
difmiffed  the  congregation.  Brotherly  affedlion,  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  prevailed  in  the  affemblies,  Increafe  of  1 3  members  in 
the  13  churches. 
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'  WESTERN  ASSOCIATION 

Which  met  at  Frome,  Somerfet ,  May  27,  28,  1 795* 

Wednefday  afternoon,  27;  met  at  three.  Brother  Norman,  of 
Bampton,  began  in  prayer.  An  accident  on  the  road  having 
detained  brother  Ryland,  who  had  been  appointed  to  preach 
the  fir  ft  fermon,  we  deferred  choofing  him  Moderator  till  after¬ 
wards  :  and  Brother  Birt  read  the  preliminary  articles  in  his 
ftead.  Forty-one  letters  from  the  churches  were  then  read  i 
and  Brother  Cherry,  of  Wellington,  clofed  the  meeting  in 
prayer  about  fix  o’clock. 

After  an  hour’s  recefs  we  aftembled  in  the  meeting  belonging 
to  Brother  Sibree,  (paffor  of  an  Independent  Church  in  Frome), 
where  Brother  Birt  prayed,  and  Brother  Steadman,  of  Brough¬ 
ton,  preached  from  Pfalm  lxxxix.  15,  and  concluded  in  prayer. 

Thurfday  28.  Met  at  fix  in  the  morning,  when  our  Brethren 
Braker,  Morgan,  Rmg,  Price,  Mofely,  Thomas,  and  Dunf- 
combe  prayed.  After  which  we  attended  to  the  bufmefs  of  the 
fund  ;  receiving  the  annual  fubfcriptions  of  moil  of  the  churches* 
and  diftributing  the  fame  to  fome  of  the  moft  aged  minifters, 
and  others  whole  large  families,  fcanty  incomes,  and  activity 
in  village-preaching,  claim  our  amftance.  Thefe  diftributions 
amounted  to  fifty-three  pounds  eleven  fliillings. 

Half  after  ten.  Public  worftiip  began  with  finging,  which 
\Vas  repeated  at  proper  intervals  in  all  the  fervices.  Brother 
Saftery  prayed,  and  Brother  Ryland  preached  from  2  Cor.ii.  14; 
after  which  Brother  Cherry  read  the  general  letter,  before  all 
the  congregation,  and  clofed  in  prayer  *. — -The  members  of 
the  Affociati’on  llald  after  the  aftembly  was  difmiffed,  and  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  to  receive  the  church  at  Bath,  under  the  care 
of  Brother  Porter,  into  our  connexion,  agreeable  to  their  re- 
queft.  by  letter. 

At  three,  aftembled  again,  when  Brother  Belcher  of  the 
Pithay,  Briftol,  began  in  prayer,  and  Brother  Birt  preached 
from  Pfa.  cii.  14.  and  clofed  in  prayer. 

At  feven  in  the  evening.  Brother  Hughes,  of  Briftol,  prayed, 
and  Brother  Taylor,  of  Caine,  preached  from  Mark  vi.  12, 
and  concluded  in  prayer.  When  the  auditory  was  difmiiTed, 
the  members  of  the  Aftociation  flopped,  and  approved  of  the 
Circular  Letter,  which  the  Moderator  was  defired  to  fign  on 
behalf  of  the  whole  aftembly. 

Appointed  the  next  Affociatioii  to  be  held  at  Exeter,  on  the 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  the  week  after  Whitfun-week* 

*  Extra£t  of  a  letter.  “  Mr.  Cherry’s  numerous  hearers  were  much, 
p leafed  with  the  letter,  and  indeed  I  never  remember  any  annual  exer- 
cife  of  the  kind  wherein  the  minifters  engaged,  their  crowded 
audiences,  difeovered  more  relpedt  for  each  other,  or  a  greater  inclina- 
fcon  to  ferve  each  other  in  love.” 
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May  25,  26,  1796.  The  fervice  to  begin  at  three  o’clock  - 
Brother  Ryland  and  Brother  Gibbs  to  preach  ;  in  cafe  of  failure' 
Brother  Francis  and  Brother  Birt ;  Brother  Hughes  to  draw  up 
the  General  Letter.  Put  up  at  the  Bear,  Southgate-ftreet 
In  the  churches  of  this  Affociation  this  year  there  were 


Baptized  on  a  profeffion  of 
faith  88 

Received  by  Letter  1 6 


Dead 
Difmiffed 
Excluded 


1 14 
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Diminifhed 

%  N.  B.  It  was  refolved  unarrimoufly,  that  as  various  inconve¬ 
niences  have  been  found  to  arife  from  the  preparation  of  hot 
dinners,  at  thefe  our  annual  Meetings,  efpecialiy  in  detaining 
fevers  1  perfons  from  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  who  would 
gladly  attend  the  fame,  we  determine  in  future  to  have  only 
cold  provifions  on  thefe  occafions.  J 


THE 

NORTHERN  ASSOCIATION,  1795. 

(Extraft  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Whitfield, 

E  ms -Hill,  Durham.) 

.  The  churches  in  the  Eaftern  diitridl  of  the  Northern  Affocia¬ 
tion  met  at  Hamfterly,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Auguft  25, 
26,  I795. 

Aug.  25.  Three  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  minifter  of  the  place 
opened  the  meeting  with  an  add  refs  concerning  the  objects  of 
the  prefent  convention.  Read,  fung,  and  prayed  ;  fung  again, 
and  Brother  Blackett  prayed  r  then  the  miniker  who  began  ad- 
dreffed  the  affembly  upon  the  nature  and  defign  of  affociations, 
as  intended  to  krengthen  the  communion  of  the  churches— con¬ 
cerning  the  Northern  AJfociation ,  its  commencement  in  the  lak 
century,  its  interruptions,  and  their  prefent  defign  to  revive  it. 
After  this,  he  brought  forward  two  refolutions  refpedling  the 
independence  of  churches,  and  their  duty  to  affociate,  which 
paiTed  unanimoufly.  He  then  propofed  an  affociation  between 
the  churches  at  Newcakle  upon  Tyne,  Rowley,  and  Hamfterly. 
A  fhort  account  of  the  faith  and  practice  in  which  they  were 
united;  and  fome  rules  for  conducting  their  meetings.  All 
which  were  agreed  to  nem.  con.  and  it  was  ordered,  that  a  copy 
of  the  whole  be  tranfmitted  to  the  churches  for  their  approba¬ 
tion.  After  this  they  fung,  and  Brother  Shaw  concluded  with 
prayer.  In  the  evening,  half  paft  fix,  Mr.  Rowland  preached 
from  Rom.  vii.  13.  That  Jin  by  the  commandment  might  appear 
exceeding  Jin  fid. 

26th,  This  day  was  devoted  wholly  to  public  worfhip.  The 
congregation  met  at  ten  o’clock,  when  Mr.  Angus  opened  the 
fervice,  and  preached  from  Mai.  iii.  16,  17.  Then  that  vene¬ 
rable 
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Stable  and  aged  minifter,  Mr.  Crabtree,  who  vifited  us  upon  this 

occafion,  prayed,  and  preached  from  Col.  i.  27.  Which  is  Chrifi 
in  you  the  hope  of  glory .  He  concluded  the  worfhip  at  this  time. 
In  the  evening,  Mr.  Rowland  preached  from  A£fs  ix.  11.  Be¬ 
hold  he  prayeth .  The  houfe  was  crowded,  and  much,  we  hope* 
of  the  divine  prefence  experienced. 

27th,  Met  according  to  appointment  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning  at  Ems-Hill.  Brother  Shaw  prayed.  Matters  were 
then  fettled  concerning  the  next  AfTociation  which  is  to  be  at 
Newcaitle-upon-Tyne,  the  church  there  to  fix  the  particular 
time,  &c.  After  an  exhortation,  the  minifter  of  the  place  doled 
the  meeting  with  prayer.  It  was  a  feafon  of  comfort  and  edi¬ 
fication.  The  public  preaching  is  well  attended.  The  church¬ 
es  are  in  peace,  and  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  they  are  upon 
the  increafe.  May  the  Lord  fend  profperity!  This  AfTociation. 
agreed  not  to  print  any  letters  at  prefent. 


THE 


NORTHAMPTON  ASSOCIATION, 

Afiembled  at  Kettering,  Tune  9,  10,  and  ii,  1795* 

Tueflay  evening,  fix*  Brother  Fuller  began  in  prayer,  was 
chofen  Moderator;  the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  and 
minutes  taken  of  their  contents,  and  Brother  Burton  concluded 
in  prayer. 

Wedneflay  morning,  fix  o’clock.  Brethren  Watts,  Green¬ 
wood,  and  Heighton  prayed  ;  and  the  Circular  Letter  was  read, 
which  hud  been  drawn  up  by  Brother  Fuller,  in  anfwer  to  the 
following  enquiry,  why  is  it  that  Christians  in  the 

PRESENT  DAY  COME  SO  FAR  SHORT  OF  THE  PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIANS  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  JOY? 

Halt  pail  ten.  Brother  Mills  began  public  worfhip  in  prayer  % 
Brother  Hopper  preached  from  Ifa.  v.  4.  What  could  have  been, 
done  more  to  my  vineyard  that  1  have  not  done  in  it  ?  Brother  Craps 
prayed  ;  Brother  Sutcliff  preached  from  Matt.  xii.  30.  He  that 
is  not  vjith  me  is  again]}  me ,  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me 
fcattereth  abroad.  Brother  Blundel  concluded  in  prayer. 

After  dinner  the  Minillers  and  Mefiengers  withdrew  for  the 
tranfaffing  of  bufinefs,  when  Mr.  Bruin  was  chofen  Treafurer 
to  the  Fund,  mfiead  of  the  late  Mr.  Hinder  of  Northampton  j 
and  Brother  Morris,  Secretary.  Five  Gentlemen  were  alfo 
chofen  by  the  AfTociation  to  be  Truitees  with  Mr.  Hinder’ $ 
Executors,  for  his  generous  legacy  to  our  poor  Minifters.  The 
collettions  for  the  Fund  were  received;  and  the  Circular  Letter 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Evening,  fix.  Brother  Pearce  prayed;  Brother  Hall,  of  Cam- 
bridge,  pleached  from  1  Pet.  i.  8.  In  vohom ye  rejoice  vcith  joy 
vnfpeakaiU  and  full  of  glory.  Brother  Ryland  concluded  in  prayer. 

T  *  Thurfdaj 


2&8  THE  NORTHAMPTON  ASSOCIATION,  f 795* 

Tburfday  morning.  Brother  Simmons  prayed.  The  Miniftertf 
fpoke  their  exercifes  in  the  pad  year;  difpofed  of  fome  monies 
in  the  fund.  Recommended  it  to  the  Brethren  to  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  expences  in  preaching  in  the  villages  around 
them,  and  bring  it  to  the  Eafter,  or  October  Minifters’  meet¬ 
ing.  Appointed  Brother  Blundel  to  draw  up  the  Circular  Letter 
for  next  year.  On  the  duty  of  churches  r effecting  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  fpiritual  gifts.  Voted  the  thanks  of  the  Affociation  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Toller,  and  the  Independent  congregation  at 
Kettering ,  for  accommodating  us  with  their  place  of  worfhip. 

A  motion  was  made.  Whether  it  would  not  be  lovely,  and  ac¬ 
cord  with  primitive  chriflianity,  if  the  church,  where  the  AfTo- 
ciation  is  held,  were  to  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  invite 
the  Minifters  and  Meffengers  of  the  affociate  churches,  and 
other  well-known  members  of  Baptift  churches,  to  unite  with 
them  in  it.  Referred  to  further  confideration. 
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The  next  Aflbciation  to  be  held  at  st.  albans,  on  the 
Tuefday,  Wednefday  and  Thurfday,  in  the  fecond  Week  after 
Whitfun-week,  May  31,  and  June  1,  and  2,  1796.  Brother 
Fuller,  and  Brother  Blundel  to  preach.  Put  up  at  the  Woolpack  inn. 

Obituary. 
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OBITUARY. 

Joseph  Tomkins,  Efq.  Abingdon . 

My  dear  Friend,  It  is  certainly  a  refpeft  due  to  Chris¬ 
tians  who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  piety  to¬ 
wards  God,  their  love  of  Chrift  and  their  ufefulnefs  in  the 
church  and  the  world,  to  tranfmit  their  names  and  characters 
to  pofterity,  by  the  medium  of  Some  public  record  ;  and  as  your 
valuable  Regifter  has  been  Sometime  employed  in  this  way 
very  ufefully,  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you,  if  you  can  do  it 
conveniently,  to  make  room  for  the  following  Short  memoirs 
refpecting  my  much-efteemed  and  truly  valuable  friend  Mr. 
Jofeph  Tomkins,  late  of  Abingdon,  Berks. 

The  anceftors  of  this  gentleman  were  diftinguifhed  by  their 
chriftian  piety,  generality,  and  zeal  for  pure  religion  and 
liberty.  His  great-grandfather  was  an  excellent  minifter  of 
the  gofpel  amongft  the  Proteftant  Diftenters  of  the  Baptift: 
denomination,  and,  living  in  the  days  of  perfecution,  Suffered 
in  the  good  caufe  by  the  hands  of  violence.  Mr.  Jofeph. 
Tomkins  himfelf  was  a  Dilfenter  upon  principles  of  conT 
Science,  but  no  bigot  to  a  party ;  his  heart  and  his  houfe  were 
open  to  good  men,  and  efpecially  miniiters,  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations,  whether  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  or  Diftenters,  to 
the  more  neceffitous  of  whom  in  many  inftances  he  (hewed 
himfelf  a  compaftionate  friend.  He  had  a  mind  capable  of 
literary  accomplifhments,  but  Providence  threw  him  into  the 
line  of  bufinefs,  which  he  followed  with  exemplary  diligence, 
till  his  fubftance  having  encreafed,  he  gave  it  up  and  Jived  as  a 
gentleman-— not  in  that  idle,  trifling,  and  almoft  ufelefs  manner 
many  fo  called  often  do  in  the  country,  but  in  an  ceconomical 
care  of  his  fubftance  and  family,  in  doing  good  to  his  neighbours 
and  friends.  In  the  year  1766,  be  made  a  public  profeffion 
of  religion,  and  was  gladly  admitted  into  the  fellowfhip  of  the 
Baptift  church  here.  In  1772  he  was  chofen  to  the  office 
of  Deacon,  which  he  accepted  and  executed  with  the  greateft: 
diligence  and  fidelity.  He  was  remarkably  conftant  in  his 
attendance  on  the  public  worfhip  amongft  us,  and  the  more 
private  meetings  of  Social  prayer :  his  own  houfe  was  a 
Bethel  where  God  was  daily  worfhipped,  and  his  converr- 
fation  in  the  world  ornamented  his  religious  profeffion.  Pie 
was  not  only  ftricftly  juft  and  honeft,  but  endeavoured  to  do 
good  to  all,  though  efpecially  to  the  houfehold  of  faith  :  hence 
he  was  looked  up  to,  and  chofen  to  Several  important  trufts, 
all  which  he  difcharged  with  irreproachable  care  and  fidelity. 

He  loved  the  pure  gofpel  of  Chrift,  entered  into  the  true 
Spirit  of  it,  enjoyed  much  of  its  peculiar  confolations,  and 

t  3  therefore 
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imeST  CXerted  h‘mfelf  'n  fupP°rtinS  aad  Promoting  its 

Sometime  before  his  death  he  had  been  ilightly  indifpofed 
'y  a  cou^;  ,  with  which  he  was  frequently  afflicted  :  this  was 
encieafed  by  a  cold,  but  accompanied  with  no  alarmin'* 
lymptoms  till  within  a  few  days  before  his  death.  He  attend- 
ed  public  worfhip  on  the  Lord’s  day,  and  breathed  his  Iait  on 
iburiday  following,  January  23,  1794.  The  diforder 
teemed  to  fix  faddenly  on  his  lungs,  and  inflamed  them  fo, 
that  it  was  with  much  difficulty  he  could  talk  to  his  friends 
or  even  breathe.  .  I  vifited  him  in  this  ftate :  he  received 
me  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  expreffed  his  apprehepfions  of 
the  near  approach  of  death,  but  with  entire  refignation  to  the 
will  of  God,  enjoying  the  confolations  of  the  good  hope 
to  rough  grace*.  I  prayed  with  him  and  his  friends  around 
him,  took  my  leave  with  an  heartfelt  concern,  and  faw  his 
face  no  more. 

I  preached  his  funeral-fermon  at  the  time  of  his  inter¬ 
ment,  the  "1  uefday  following,  to  a  large  auditory,  on  Mat„ 

xxiv.  4-2.  • Watch  ye^  therefore ;  for  ye  know  not  what  hour 
your  Lord  doth  come , 

I'ily  acquaintance  with  mm  had  been  more  than  fifty  years, 
and  all  that  time  a  friendfhip  fubfnlecf  between  us,  founded, 
I  truft,  upon  truly  chriftian  principles,  to  our  mutual  comfort 
and  fatisfacbion.  Ady  lofs  and  that  of  the  church,  his  fur* 
viving  friends,  and  the  in  ter  eft  of  religion,  is  very  great. 

I  am,  with  fincere  affedion,  yours, 

■  Abingdon ,  Sept,  23,  1  795.  Daniel  Turner, 

*  Another  minifter  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Tomkins  fays 
“  A  more  eminently  pious,  benevolent  and  ufeful  man  than  he  was,  in 
a.  private  llation  and  or  elevated  rank,  1  know  not.  With  as  much  free¬ 
dom  even  fiom  the  appearance  of  oftentation  as  in  an  exemplary  man  can 
lie,  it  was  evidently  lus  ftudy  and  his  delight  to  do  good.  With  the  ftriaeff 
truth  it  might  be  faid  of  him,  that  he  did  not  live  unto  himfelf.  He  was  a 
Welling  to  fociety,  an  ornament  to  the  profeffion  of  Chritlianity,  and  an 
honour  to  our  denomination.  His  equal  for  univerfal  excellence  of  cha¬ 
racter  is  but  ieldom  feen.  1  o  his  family,  therefore,  in  itslargeft  extent ; 
to  the  neighbourhood  where  he  redded,  efpecially  the  poor  and  diftrelfed  * 
to  the  chriftian  community  with  which  he  was  united,  and  t0  the  dilTent-; 
J!lg  intereft  at  large,  his  death  has  occafioned  a  lofs  which  will  he  long 
felt  and  lamented.  Nor  will  the  c  ire  urn  dances  which  attended  his  depart 
ture  be  ever  forgotten  by  thofe  who  witneffed  them.  That  fenpture 
perhaps  was  never  more  ftrikingly  exemplified  than  it  vrb  in  him,  Mark 
the  perfdl  ?nany  and  behqld  the  upright ;  fox  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace 
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Mr.  Joshua  Freeman,  North  Carolina. - 

Our  very  dear  friend,  and  worthy  Brother,  Joftiua  Free¬ 
man,  departed  this  life,  Monday  evening  the  icth  of  Nov. 
1794,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age..  For  the  piety  of  his 
life,  the  fpirituality  of  his  converfation,  and  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervor  of  his  zeal,  he  was  refpedted  by  all  his  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  his  memory  deferves  to  be  perpetuated.  He  was 
born  in  Chowan  county,  North  Carolina;  his  parents  were 
ftridl  Epifcopalians.  Joftiua  was  converted  under  the  mi- 
niftry  of  our  dear  departed  brother  Jeremiah  Dargon  % 
about  17  years  ago,  and  was  received  a  member  of  his 
church  (which  is  now  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Robert 
Hendry),  and  became  a  Deacon  of  that  Society.  He  fear cely 
ever  heard  a  fermon  delivered  pathetically  but  he  was  ready 
to  break  out  in  praifing  and  glorifying  Cod.  His  depot  tr 
ment  was  fo  very  affectionate  and  zealous,  that  he  gained 
the  love  of  all  the  affociation.  The  brethren  thought  them- 
fel  ves  happy  when  he  Was  prefent,  and  theie  feemed  fome- 
thing  wanting  when  he  was  abfent.  He  pofiefted  aconiiderable 
fortune,  and  fome  years  paft  was  captain  of  a  company  of 
militia,  in  Bertie  county,  North  Carolina,  but  refigned  his 
office.  It  was  evident  that  he  fought  not  honor  from  man, 
but  that  which  comes  from  God  only.  He  had  many  Haves, 
but  his  lenity  towards  them  was  remarkable.  If  any  of  them 
tranfgrefled,  his  general  method  of  punifhment  was  to  ex- 
pofe  their  faults  before  the  reft  and  the  whole  family,  when 
they  were  affembled  at  morning-prayer.  His  exhortations, 
rebukes,  and  prayers  had  more  effeCl  upon  their  future  con- 
du£l  than  if  they  had  been  whipped,  or  in  any  other  way 
treated  feverel.y’t  At  the  time  of  family  worfhip,  he  was 
often  deeply  concerned  for  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  his  domef- 
tics,  and  his  zeal  was  not  the  impulfe  of  a  moment,  but 
continued  to  the  laft.  Some  time  before  his  death  he  feemed 
very  much  refigned  to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and  greatly 
weaned  from  the  concerns  of  this  life.  He  was  feldom  heard 
to  fay  any  thing  relative  to  his  worldly  bufinefs,  but  his 
conftant  converfation  was  about  divine  things.  On  Saturday 
evening,  the  8th  of  Nov.  he  went  to  prayer  with  his  family, 
and  was  immediately  after  taken  with  a  fit  of  the  paralytic 
kind,  a  complaint  under  which  he  had  laboured  about  twelve 
months.  He  continued  languifhing  through  the  Lord’s- 
day,  and  till  Monday  evening,  when  he  died.  His  death 

js  fincerely  lamented  by  all  his  friends  and  connexions. 

-\  ✓ 

*  An  account  of  this  ufeful  man  may  be  feer*  in  the  Regifter,  p.  51. 
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NOTES  OF  DR.  RYLAND’s  SERMON 

OCCASIONED  BY  THE  DEATH  OF 

The  Rev.  William  Nash  Clarke,  A.  M.  Exon, 

1  leached  in  tnat  City,  Aug.  g,  1795. 

Heb.  xii.  23.  Ye  are  come  to  the  f pints  of  juft  men  made  per  feci. 

ZW  Brethren  /  Permit  a  dranger,  whofe  find  interview  with 

e  Chrt  -„ln  }hls  Piace  ^as  keen  occahoned  by  a  folemn  and 
mournful  I  rovidence,  to  recommend  to  your  attention  a  paffaoe 
true  oeft  luited,  of  any  he  could  feleCt,  to  foodie  your  forrow,  and 
lead  you  to  a  due  improvement  of  that  bereaving  ftroke.  Can 
any  thing  be  better  calculated  to  moderate  our  excels  of  grief, 
and  yet  to  fill  our  fouls  with  facred  reverence  and  awe,  than  a 
diiiant  view  of  the  church  triumphant,  and  3  fenfe  of  our  dole 
connection  with  its  happy  members  ?  A  diflant  view  did  I  fay  > 
I  mud  correct  myfelf ;  the  text  leads  us  to  confider  them  as  not 
far  oir.  We  are  come  to  the  entrance  of  their  happy  abodes,  and 
tney  are  only  leparated  from  us  by  a  veil  rendered  almoft  tranf- 
parent  by  the  bright  light  within,  and  rent  afunder  in  the  midd 
by  our  riien  Lord  and  Forerunner.  Ye  are  come  to  the fpirhs  of 
juft  men  made perfeSl.  ’  ■ 1  ’  J 

The  apodle  in  the  context  is  reprefenting  the  peculiar  privi¬ 
leges  of  Believers  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  as  far  fuperior 
to  thole  enjoyed  under  the  former  ceconomy.— Under  the  Mofaic 
csconomy  die  awful  majedy,  lpotleis  purity,  righteous  jealoufy, 
and  avenging  jufhce  of  God,  were  efpecially  exhibited,  with  only 
an  obfcure  fhadow  of  pardoning  mercy  ;  but  the  gofpel  of  Jefus, 
without  derogating  from  the  honor  of  the  divine  government,  or 
admitting  the  lead  inconfiftency  in  the  divine  character,  delights 
us  with  the  fulled  difplay  oi  the  exceeding  riches  of  God’s  grace. 
The  fource  of  falvation,  the  medium  of  acceptance,  and  nature  of 
future  happinefs  provided  for  the  people  of  God,  are  more  clearly 
difccvered.  Efpecially  it  is  here  reprefented  as  the  privilege  of 
all  true  faints  to  have  the  mod  intimate  communion  with  each  other, 
through  their  connexion  with  the  exalted  Mediator :  fo  that  the 
church  militant  and  the  church  triumphant  are  one  body,  and 
the  blifs  of  the  latter  is  now  made  known  and  participated  by 
the  former.  Let  us  notice, 

I.  The  previous  character  of  thofe  of  our  race  who  are  now 
become  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  world — The  juft.  They  are 
fuppofed  in  the  text  to  have  been  of  this  defcription  before  their 
admidion  into  that  date  of  perfection. 

They  were  indeed  imperfeCt  while  here,  for  there  is  not  a  juft, 
man  upon  earth  who  doth  good  and  ftnneth  not ;  nor  is  there  o'ne 
who  could  Band  before  God  on  the  ground  of  his  own  righteouf- 
liefs.  But  the  perforis  to  whom  the  apoftle  refers  were  fuch  as 
are  defcribed  in  the  preceding  chapter,  who  all  died  in  faith ; 
and  others  of  a  like  character  who  had  been  juftided  by  faith  in 
Chrilt,  for  the  juft  Jhall  lively  faith. — Yet  are  they  ftyledy^, 
hot  merely  with  reference  to  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of 

Chiiit^ 
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Chrift,  which  gave  them  a  title  to  eternal  life,  but .alfo  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  inward  temper  and  difpofmon  and  though  thele 
things  are  diftinft,  yet  there  is  a  clofe  conne&ion  between  tliem, 
as  will  ealiiy  be  made  to  appear. 

No  man  can  lay  cifim  to  the  advantages  reful  ting  from  Limit  s  , 
mediation,  who  does  not  cordially  approve  of  the  plan  (ft  re¬ 
demption,  and  unite  with  Chrift  in  the  ends  of  his  obedience 
unto  death  ;  but  he  who  enters  into  the  views  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  unites  in  the  defign  of  his  mediation,  mud  love  umverfai 
righteoufnefs.  He  who  has  no  fenfe  of  the  equity  of  the  law,  no 
regard  to  the  rights  of  deity,  no  concern  for  the  fupport  of  his 
government,  can  neither  fee  the  need  nor  the  excellence  of 
Chrift’ s  obedience.  On  the  other  hand,  he  who  rightly  regards 
thefe  things,  and  is  a  real  friend  of  righteoufnefs,  mult  approve 
a  plan  of  falvation  which  glorifies  God  in  the  highefl,  and  di 
countenances  fin  to  the  uttermoft,  and  binds  pardoned  rebels  to 

obedience.  , 

It  is  alfo  of  importance  to  obferve,  that  the  juft  were  brought 

to  this  difpofition  while  here  below,  by  the  influenceof  renewing 
grace ;  for  they  were  once  of  quite  a  contrary  difpofition  till 
God  gave  them  a  new  turn  of  mind  and  taught  them  to  love  juf- 
tice  and  righteoufnefs.  Perhaps  a  prudent  concern  for^  their 
worldly  intereft  might  induce  them  before  to  be  pundual  in  bu- 
finefs ;  but  they  regarded  not  the  rights  of  deity,  nor  were  they 
influenced  by  the  command  of  God  in  what  they  performed,  re¬ 
flecting  fallen  men :  but  when  renewed  they  were  truly  difpofed 
to  render  every  one  his  due,  to  God  the  things  which  were  God’s, 
to  man  the  things  which  were  man’s.  They  would  then  ac¬ 
knowledge,  without  referve,  the  juftice  of  God’s  requirements, 
and  of  his  denunciations,  confefTmg  freely  their  guilt,  and  unwor- 
thinefs;  not  difpofed  to  cavil  at  the  la  w,  becaufe  they  had  broken 
it,  or  to  think  it  unjuft  becaufe  they  had  forfeited  the  reward  and 
deferved  the  penalty  of  it :  for  furely  God’s  law  is  as  good  as  if 
it  had  never  been  violated,  or,  as  if  all  who  trangreffed  it  had 
been  of  a  different  fpecies  from  ourfelves.  The  lame  difpofition 
as  difcovered  in  their  attachment  to  the  gospel.  As  a  juft  man 
will  own  his  debts  when  he  cannot  pay  them.  And  if  through 
former  negligence  or  mifconduft  he  had  become  infolvent,  it 
would  afford  him  peculiar  fatisfadlion  if  another  would  pay  them 
for  him,  that  fo  his  creditor  might  not  lofe  his  right ;  though  that 
would  not  obliterate  his  fenfe  of  his  fault  in  incurring  them.  So 
the  Chriftian  will  acknowledge  his  faults  with  all  their  aggra¬ 
vations,  efpecially  to  the  heart-fearching  God,  and  will  be  con¬ 
cerned  that  his  great  Creditor  and  Sovereign  may  not  lofe  his 
due,  though  he  cannot  make  amends  himfelf.  And  hence  he  will 
rejoice  in  the  furetifhip  of  Chrift,  as  the  Advocate  with  the  Father 
A  JeJus  Chrift  the  Righteous. — He  will  alfo  be  juft  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer  to  confefs  himfelf  his  rightful  property,  bound  to  be  de¬ 
voted  to  his  fervice ;  juft  to  his  Lord  in  giving  juft  ideas  of  true 
religion^  adorning  the  doctrine  of  God  the  Saviour. — Juft  to  the 
l,,P  Holy 
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Holy  Spirit  to  acknowledge  the  change  he  finds  in  his  difpofition 
to  be  owing  to  hts  omnipotent  gracealone,  Ihewing  its  holy  nature. 
“-Ano,  jult  toward  men,  delirous  to  render  to  every  one  his  due 
doing  to  all  others  as  he  would  be  done  by. 

II.  I  he  prelent  hate  of  tliofe  juft  men  who  died  in  the  Lord  ; 
their  ipints  are  made  perfect. 

This  clearly  indicates,  their  fubfiftence  in  a  feparate  ftate— 3 
irate  of  coiixcioulnefs,  activity,  and  enjoyment. 

It  alfo  implies  they  were  imperfed  antecedently  to  their  en¬ 
tering  upon  that  prelent  happy  ftate.  Though  from  the  time  of 
tneir  converfion,  tJiey  loved  univerfal  holinefs,  and  followed  after 
abfolute  perfedion,  yet  they  never  attained  it  here.  They  were 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  in  many  things  7 ve  offend  alL  They  faw 
and  lamented  manifold  defeds  in  their  condud,  and  especially 
in  their  inward  frame  of  mind  towards  God  and  man.  Though 
they  loved  God’s  whole  condud  as  far  as  they  underftood  it,  they 
were  far  from  a  perfed  view  of  the  divine  glory  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  underftood  God’s  will  but  imperfedly,  and  too 
often  fell  fhort  of  what  they  aimed  at,  both  in  their  deportment 
toward  God  and  toward  mankind.  Nothing  grieved  them  like 
in- dwelling  fin.  Sometimes,  while  they  contemplated  his  majefty 
and  purity,  a  defed  in  their  view  of  the  grace  and  companion 
of  the  Father  of  Mercies,  as  displayed  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son, 
occafioned  their  linking  into  defpondency  and  a  Ipirit  of  bondage. 
Sometimes  while  they  rejoiced  in  the  riches  of  grace,  a  defedive 
view  of  the  grandeur  and  reditude  of  the  divine  government 
and  the  glory  of  God,  the  Judge  of  all,  left  them  expofed,  in 
fome  degree,  to  temptation,  preemption,  fpiritual  pride  and  le¬ 
vity  of  mind. — -Their  beft  experiences  here  were  attended  with 
many-  mixtures  of  what  wras  of  an  oppolite  nature,  or  a  counter¬ 
feit  kind. — Their  zeal  was  fometimes  damped  with  lukewarm- 
nefs,  or  tindured  with  unchriftian  bitternefs. — Joy  in  God  was 
hindered  by  unbelief,  or  attended  with  undue  felf-exaltation.— 
Faith  was  mixt  with  prefumption,  and  godly  for  row  with  linfuj 
dejedion,  & c.  The  temptations  of  Satan,  the  trials  of  the  pre- 
fent  life,  the  oppofttion  of  enemies,  the  imprudence  of  friends, 
the  influence  of  bodily  conftitution,  made  thefe  defeds  appear 
in  different  ways  and  degrees.  Frequently,  mifconception  or  mif- 
reprefentation  might  aggravate  them  far  beyond  the  truth;  and 
yet  many  really  appeared  in  moft,  and  all  knew  more  of  their 
qwn  fecret  defeds  than  the  moft  malignant  foe  could  efpy.  They 
pccafioned  a  continual  warfare,  in  which  every  believer  finds 
much  reafon  to  be  afhamed  and  abafed,  and  much  reafon  to  ad¬ 
mire  divine  grace,  that  he  is  not  utterly  overcome. 

But  now  the  fpirits  of  the  juft  w'ho  have  left  this  world  are 
made  perfed ;  their  views  of  God  are  perfedly  juft,  and  their 
frame  of  heart  perfedly  correfponds  with  their  fenle  of  his  love- 
linefs  and  gloryj  and  of  their  obligations. — Their  minds  are 
juftly  afFeded  with  God’s  glory  and  grace,  with  his  majefty  and 
mercy.  The  divine  image  is  completely  imprefted  upon  them, 

and 
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and  there  is  the  moil  perfect  fymmetry  or  proportion  in  every 
part :  there  is  nothing  defedive,  nothing  redundant. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  form  an  idea  cf  a  perfed  charader ;  but 
let  us  try  to  conceive  of  one  man  absolutely  perfed,  of  a  family* 
a  church,  a  city,  a  kingdom,  a  world,  full  of  juft  men  made  per- 
fed — perfed  in  love  to  God,  to  each  other,  to  every  being  that 
ought  to  be  loved,  and  each  perfectly  lovely  himfelf.  O  !  what 
a  fweet  idea  of  Heaven  would  this  give  us ! 

And  are  you  not  travelling  toward  fuch  an  happy  world  ?  and 
fome  ofour  acquaintance  have  reached  it  already,  your  late  dear 
pallor  efpecially.  They  have  got  to  the  end  of  their  race,  have 
reached  the  goal,  and  poffefs  the  glorious  prize!  Not  merely 
a  negative  perfedion,  or  a  deliverance  from  forrow,  temptation, 
fm  and  difficulty,  but  they  pofitively  enjoy  God’s  prefence  and 
likenefs,  without  any  impediment  to  their  blifs,  or  imperfedion 
in  their  purity.  They  want  nothing  but  the  refurredion  of  their 
bodies,  which  they  ffiortly  exped,  and  the  completion  of  Chrift’s 
myilical  body  by  the  ingathering  of  the  reft  of , his  eled,  and 
they  quietly  rely  on  almighty  grace  to  accomplifh  this  in  due 
time. 

III.  The  connedion  of  believers  in  this  life  with  thefe  fpirits 
of  the  juft  who  are  made  perfed.  Ye  are  come  to  them ,  fays  the 
apoftle.  '  ' 

All  who  have  received  Jefus  Chrift  are  now  the  children  of 
God,  the  heirs  of  glory,  belong  to  the  fame  blefted  family.  Only 
(may  I  be  allowed  to  fay),  you  are  at  fchool ;  their  education 
is  fmifhed,  and  they  are  fetched  home.  But  you  have  the  fame 
Father,  who  hath  loved  you  and  given  you  good  hope  through 
grace  ;  the  fame  blefted  Redeemer,  who  gave  himfelf  for  you, 
and,  after  palling  through  greater  difficulties  than  he  will  ever 
call  any  of  his  followers  to  endure,  is  entered  as  your  fore¬ 
runner  within  the  vail — You  have  alfo  the  fame  Sandifter,  even 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  the  earneft  of  the  promifed  inheritance. 
You  have  a  pleafmg  defcription  of  their  happy  ftate,  and  are  en¬ 
abled  by  faith  to  realize  it.  God  is  granting  you  additional  en¬ 
couragement  to  your  faith  by  the  dying  teftimony  of  his  children, 
whom  he  has  taken  home  before  you,  and  whom  you  have  feen 
fupported  in  the  near  profped  of  diftolution,  by  the  evident  fore* 
taftes  of  heavenly  happinefs.  Death,  in  their  cafe,  has  evidently 
been  fwallowed  up  in  vidory ;  and  the  fame  grace  is  fufficient 
for  you  alfo.  Surely  fuch  views  may  well  fupport  you  undeT  the 
troubles  and  viciffitudes  of  life,  and  prove  an  antidote  to  the  fears 
of  death.  This  fhould  reconcile  us  to  the  death  of  our  chriftian 
friends,  and  induce  us  to  imitate  their  faith,  and  follow  their  ex¬ 
ample  whereinfoever  they  followed  Chrift. 

Here  Dr.  Ryland  added  a  particular  application  of  this  fubjed, 
by  way  of  more  diredly  improving  the  providence  which  had 
brought  the  affembly  together.  His  addrefs  to  the  church  is 

omitted,* 
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omitted,  that  we  may  give 
snanwhofe  deceafe  occafioned 


a  full  account,  of  the  excellent 
it. 


AN  ACCOUNT 

Of  ifi£  Rev.  Mr.  William  Clarke. 

r  William  Nafh  Clarke  was  born  in  London, 

.  .rl  aJ;  M)rjl  21  >  (old  flile,;  1732.  He  was  a  fon  of  the  Rev* 
Mr.  Abraham  Clarke,  who  at  firft  was  united  to  the  General 
Laptifb,  but  on  the  change  of  his  fentiments,  joined  the  church 
tnen  under  the  care  of  the  famous  Rev.  Samuel  Wilfon,  and 
afterwards  became  pallor  of  the  Baptifl  Church,  at  Blunham,  in 
Bedford  (hire.  William,  his  amiable  fon,  was  impreCed  with  a 
fenfe  01  the  vail  importance  of  divine  things  in  very  early  life, 
«.n,d  thought  he  was  called  by  grace  when  he  was  about  ten 
years  ot  age,  under  the  minillry  of  the  renowned  Mr.  White- 
LeH.  At  kennington  Common,  at  Charles’s-fquare,  and  where- 
ever  he  could  he  followed  that  holy  man,  difcovering  great 
avidity  for  his  journals  as  foon  as  ever  they  appeared,  with 
earned  defires  for  his  fuccefs:  and  indeed,  he  heard  Mr.  White- 
KehTs  lafl  fermon  in  this  country.  At  his  hdl  making  a  pro- 
feffion  of  religion  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  Baptifl  Church, 
tnen  and  now  meeting  in  Devonfhire  Square,  but  foon  after* 
ward  removed  his  communion  to  the  Church  in  Wild-fhHet,  at 
that:  time  under  the  pafloral  care  of  Dr.  jofeph  Stennetl,  by 
which  church  he  was  called  to  the  facred  work  of  the  Miniftry, 
amd,  for  the  acquiring  ufeful  knowledge,  was  placed  under  the  care 
of  the  late  Dr.  Llewelyn,  for  feveral  years,  till  he  declined  the 
academy;  and  then,  for  a  fhort  time,  under  the  late  Dr.  Samuel 
S  te  n  nett. 

In  the  year  1 76 1,  the  Baptifl  Church  in  Unicorn  Yard,  Tooley- 
flreet,  London,  then  deflitute  of  a  paftor,  by  the  refignation  of  the 
Rev  Mr.  Jofiah  i  hompfon,  having  been  very  acceptably  fupplyed 
i»y  Mr.  Clarke,  invited  him  to  labour  more  flatedly  among  them 
with  a  view  to  the  pafloral  office,  and  in  October  1762,  he  was 
ordained.  1  he  church  at  this  period  was  in  very  low  and  de- 
jedled  circumifances,  but  it  pleated  God  to  blefs  his  miniftry  for 
the  conve-fion  of  Tinners  and  edification  of  faints,  fo  that  there 
was  frequently  one  faying,  **  I  am  the  Lord’s,  and  another  fub- 
/bribing  with  his  hand  to  the  God  of  Jacob.”  Hence,  in 
about  twenty  years,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members 
were  added,  and  perhaps  for  that  feafon  no  paftor  and  people 
were  more  happy  in  each  other.  About  the  clofe  of  that  period, 
.Ifiraelnot  being  gathered  as  heretofore,  his  heart  was  difcouraged; 
and,  under  an  apprehenfion  that  his  ufefulnefs  in  this  connexion 
was  at  an  end,  he  refigned  the  pafloral  office  in  March  1785.- — 
Since  then,  feveral  deflitute  churches  have  been  favoured  with 
his  fervices.  With  one  of  thefe  focieties,  it  was  thought,  he 
^ould  have  fettled  ;  but,  after  a  fair  trial,  it  was  evident  his 

preaching 
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preaching  coaid  not  fuit  them,  for  they  were  defirous  that  he 
fhould  be  often  faying,  How  much  a  perfon  might  live  m  fin 
and  neverthelefs  be  a  child  of  God  ;  whereas  he  was  frequently 
(hewing,  How  far  a  perfon  might  go  under,  a  profeffion  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  yet  be  an  enemy  of  God  and  a  child  of  the  devil.  An 
unexpected  providence  led  him  to  Exeter,  where  he  laboured 
with  much  acceptance  and  ufefulnefs  the  five  or  fix  lafl  years  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  unaffe&ed  gravity,  yet  cheerful  and 
affable,  and  fo  eafy  of  accefs,  that  the  religious  poor  found  it  not 
difficult  to  converfe  freely  with  him  on  the  important  concerns 
of  their  fouls. 

He  was  remarkable  for  prudence  and  fweetnefs  of  temper, 
united  with  firmnefs  and  fteady  attachment  to  the.  truth.  His 
preaching  was  practical  and  fearching,  under  a  conviction  of  the 
danger  and  fpread  of  Antinomianifm.  His  concern  . was  not  fo 
much  that  the  people  of  his  charge  fhould  be  able  difputants,  as 
that  they  fhould  exemplify  the  genuine  influence  of  chriflian  doc¬ 
trines  in  an  holy,  humble,  exemplary  walk  and  conversion.  Nor 
did  he  only  preach  in  the  pulpit,  but  out  of  it.  His  deportment 
uniformly  exemplified  the  truth  of  the  apoftle’s  affertion,  that 
the  grace  of  God  teacheth  to  deny  all  ungod linefs  and  s worldly  lujls ? 
and  to  lave  foberly ,  righteoujly ,  and  godly ,  in  this  prefent  evil  world* 
His  people  were  witneffes,  and  God  alio,  how  holily  and  juftly 
and  unblameably  he  behaved,  and  how  he  exhorted  and  comforted 
and  charged  every  one  under  his  care,  as  a  father  does  his  chil¬ 
dren,  that  they  would  walk  worthy  of  God.  If  feme  were  ready 
to  think  he  drew  the  chriflian  character  in  an  high  ftyle,  they 
fhould  remember  that  he  kept  the  fame  mark  in  view  which  he 
fet  before  others,  and  was  conftant  and  unwearied  in  preffing  to¬ 
wards  it.  While  he  extolled  the  Redeemer,  and  fhewed  what 
Chrift  is ,  he  alfo  lhewed  what  chriftians  fhould  he ,  as  they  are 
his  followers.  He  was  not  only  a  warm,  pathetic  preacher  him- 
felf,  but  an  encourager  of  fuch  by  his  frequsnt  attendance  on 
their  occafional  fervices. 

As  a  fcholar,  his  acquirements  were  confiderable.  The  degree 
of  A.  M.  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  college  at  Provicle&ce, 
Rhode  Tfland,  in  the  year  1769.  The  Particular  Baptift  Fund, 
in  London  judged  him  a  proper  perfon  to  inflrudt  others  whofe 
views  were  directed  to  fandtuary  fervice  *;  and  feveral  were 

*  The  principal  perfons  who  ftndied  ander  Mr.  Clarke  are,  Mr.  John 
Sandys,  now  at  Harlow;  Mr.  Leonard  Ray,  afterwards  at  Aberdeen,  fine© 
dead  ;  Mr.  George  Hall,  of  Ipfwich  ;  Mr.  William  Button,  of  London;  Mr. 
JJ  ani  el  Gil  lard,  formerly  at  Folkitone,  now  at  Hammerfmith  ,  Mr.  Jama 
Brown,  of  Potter  s-Iireet,  near  Harlow  ;  and  Henry  Coxe  Mafon,  A.  M. 
Southwark,  who  finifhed  his  education  at  Oxford.  Of  thefe  [even  gen¬ 
tlemen,  the  Li  ft  four  were  called  to  the  minidry  by  the  church  at  tJni- 
corn-yard,  while  Mr.  Clarke  was  pallor  of  it,  and  alfo  Mr.  Veter  Edwards 
lately  removed  from  a  Baptilt  church  at  Portlmouth.  Mr.  Jofeph  Sprague, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Rzimfon,  were  fent  into  the  facrcd  work  undci  Mr.  Clarke’s 
direction  while  he  was  pallor  at  Exon. 

placed 
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placed  under  his  tuition.  Yet  little  or  nothing  of  human  lire. 

” J7e  rappe?red.  m  Publlc  dilcourfes.  So  remote  was  he  from 

l?tv”  al7’  h  Un,lght.be  tr?]y  raId  he  was  “  clothed  with  humi- 
li  y,  always  entertaining  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  talents  of 

treated  t“d  ^  ,rafneft, of  own.  Though  repeatedly  in- 
fome  fta  df  p^eral  diliourfes  delivered  occaf.onally  and 

iin^hi1  d  y?ia  ’  V^'S  his  extreme  modefty,  that  he  could 

excentaPfn  Va‘  ld  °n-t0  A‘ffer  any  -i,ing  °f  his  t0  appear  in  Print* 
except  a  funeral  oration  or  two;  an  introductory  fervice  at  the  ordi- 

a  ion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Booth;  a  fermon  preached  to  the  church  at 

i.Iazepond  upon  their  declaration  ol  having  chofen  the  Rev  Mr 

James  Dore  for  their  pallor ;  and  an  addrefs  to  the  church  in 

Rriil°h  on  the  lettlement  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryland  +. 

Whillt  he  was  polTelTed  of  rich  and  heavenly  treafure,  the  vef- 

iel  into  which  it  was  put  was  truly  earthen.  A  diforder  of  the 

epileptic  kind  was  interwoven  with  his  conllitution,  to  which  in 

th.e.  la“er  ? art  ,of  lus  life  was  added  that  painful  complaint  to 
which  hard  lludents  are  more  or  lefs  fubjeC— the  Hone  ;  yet  he 

bore  all  with  feremty,  fortitude,  and  holy  refignation  to  the  di- 
vine  will.  b 


About  fix  months  before  hi s  lad  afHidtion,  he  was  feized  with 
a  violent  pain  which  rendered  him  unable  to  fet  his  foot  to  the 
ground  ;  and  after  this  attack,  occafioned  perhaps  by  living  too 
low,  he  was  never  quite  well.  On  LordVday,  July  igth,  he 
was  feized  with  fuch  a  fainting-fit  as  induced  a  fear  that  he  could 
not  be  recovered  from  it ;  however,  he  revived  a  little,  and  the 
hopes  of  his  friends  bloomed,  but  by  very  alarming  fymDtoms 
they  were  fqon  blighted..  The  following  Tuefday  an  amiable 
chriftian-brother  vifited  him,  informing  him  that  the  church  was 
going  to  meet  for  prayer  on  his  account.  On  hearing  this,  he 
deiired  tne  church  might  be  informed.  That  “  his  views  were 
£xed  on  the  heavenly  hate.  1  hat  he  was  contemplating  that  hate 
as  an  hoJy  one ;  and  it  afforded  him  much  pleafure  to  think  on 
the  employment  as  perfectly  holy,  on  the  company  as  all  holy, 
and  the  enjoyments  as  ail  holy  r  there  would  be  nothing  to  dif- 
tui  o  the  long  and  killing  repofe  of  the  happy  inhabitants ;  and 
above  all,”  he  added  with  delightful  energy,  “  1  fhall  fee  my 
Jefus  face  to  face.  ’  1  hat  night,  though  his  pain  was  great,  in  • 

his  waking  moments  he  pofieffed  a  calm  ferenity,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  alluded  to  Dr.  Wattses  paraphrafe  on  the  146th  pialm. 

I’ll  praife  him  while  he  lends  me  breath* 

And  when  my  voice  is  loll  in  death, 

Praife  fhall  employ  my  nobler  pow Jrs  ; 

My  days  of  praife  fhall  ne’er  be  oad 
While  life,  or  thought,  or  being"  lad, 

Or  immortality  endures. 

On  this  lad  line  he  laid  a  particular  emphafis* 


See  this  in  the  JBsptift  Annual  Regitfer,  Nov. 
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To  a  young  minifter  §  who  went  to  fee  him  on  Wednefday, 
he  faid,  “  1  know  not  what  the  Lord  is  about  to  do  ;  but  he  will 
do  all  things  well.”  A  few  minutes  after,  with  much  ferioufnefs 
and  affe&ion,  he  took  him  by  the  hand  and  faid,  “My  deaf 
brother,  I  now  fee  and  feel  the  importance  of  thofe  things  that 
I  have  fo  much  infilled  on  in  my  preaching,  refpetting  the  na¬ 
ture  of  true  religion,  and  which  has  occafioned  me  fome  enemies. 
I  hope  the  Lord  will  blefs  you,  and  help  you  to  go  forward  in 
your  work  as  you  have  begun  :  but  be  fure  you  mull  meet  with 
enemies,  for  as  there  are  fo  many  refuges  of  lies,  in  which  mul¬ 
titudes  put  their  confidence,  when  you  infill  on  the  nature  of 
genuine  religion,  they  will  be  offended.  Numbers  wilh  to  be 
made  happy  by  God,  but  the  truly  religious  wilh  to  be  made 
happy  in  God.” 

Through  the  fell  of  the  week  he  was  comfortable^  in  his  fouI? 
and  gave  fuitable  advice  to  all  who  came  near  him.  On  Sa¬ 
turday  he  appeared  to  be  in  a  waiting  pofture  for  the  coming  of 
his  Lord.  To  a  young  man,  one  of  the  firfl  fruits  of  his  minify 
try  at  Exon,  coming  in,  he  faid  to  him,  <f  You  are  my  joy  ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  be  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing.  My  joy  has  been 
increafed  by  the  uniform  walk  you  have  hitherto  maintained.— 
Expert  temptations  in  your  future  warfare,  but  cleave  to  the 
Lord  with  purpofe  of  heart.”  This  was  a  weeping  feafon  to  all 
prefent.  The  fame  frame  of  mind  he  poileffed  on  the  Lord’s-day, 
though  he  was  in  much  pain.  Monday,  he  faid,  44  It  is  alrnoft 
over.”  Finding  death  evidently  approaching,  he  would  be  raifed 
on  his  knees  in  the  bed  to  pray,  but  was  fo  weak  that  he  was 
forced  to  reft  on  his  elbow.  He  was  earned  and  excellent.  Firffc 
he  commended  himfell  to  the  Lord. — Twice  he  prayed  for  the 
church,  and  twice  for  Mrs.  Clarke,  then  for  the  caufe  of  Ohrid 
at  large,  not  forgetting  the  Mildonaries  among  the  heathen ;  and 
finally  clofed  with  a  folemn  furrender  of  himfelf  again  unto  God  ||. 
Tuefday,  he  told  a  friend  that  45  he  was  happy  in  having  the 
people  of  God  with  him ;  that  he  was  not  to  change  his  com¬ 
pany,  but  only  his  date;  he  Ihould  dill  be  with  God’s  people, 
and  they  would  be  all  perfeft."  This  night,  between  his  (lum¬ 
bers,  he  was  quite  compofed,  frequently  faying,  “  Come — come 
— Come,  Lord  Jefus.”  A  dear  friend  replied,  “  lie  is  juft 
come  to  which  he  anfwered,  4‘  Yes.”  He  often  had  recourfe 
to  the  567th  hymn  of  the  Sele&ion,  “  Guide  me,  O  thou  great 
Jehovah,”  &c.  On  Wednefday  morning  his  fpeech  began  to 
fail  him;  but  in  the  after-part  of  the  day  he  called  Ins  much- 
loved  wife  to  him,  and  faid,  £<  My  dear,  kifs  me.”  When  Mrs. 
Clarke  had  kiJTed  him,  and  other  friends  prefent  had  done  the 

fame,  he  in  a  moft  folemn  manner  faid,  4‘  God  blefs  you  all _ 

farewell”  Yet  after  this,  about  two  hours  before  he" died,  he 
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liftened  with  much  pleafure  to  feveral  paffages  quoted  by  a  friend* 
defcriptive  of  the  heavenly  Hate,  efpecially  this,  they  Jh  all  fee  his 
face,  and  his  name  Jh  all  he  in  their  foreheads  ;  to  which  he  replied, 
€i  A  diftinguifhing  mark,  and  an  unfpeakable  pleafure  ” 

The  lame  friend,  fearing  it  was  painful  for  him  to  fpeak,  re¬ 
peated  a  verfe  out  of  one  of  Dr.  Doddridge’s  hymns,  defiring 
him  to  hold  up  his  hand  if  he  found  himfelf  happy.  When 
thefe  lines  of  it  had  been  mentioned. 

And  dying  clafp  thee  in  mine  arms. 

The  antidote  of  death,” 

He  held  up  both  his  hands,  and  clafped  them  together  with  a 
degree  of  earneftnefs  beyond  what  it  was  thought  his  ftrength 
would  have  permited.  After  this,  he  difcovered  fome  tokens  of 
diftrefs  ;  but  being  afked,  “  Is  all  well  ?”  he  replied,  44  All  is 
well,”  and  added  nothing  more,  but  <4Come — Come,  Lord  and 
about  nine  o’clock,  July  29th,  his  Lord  came,  when  this  faithful 
fervant  fell  alleep  in  Jefus,  having  entered  on  the  64th  year  of  hit 
age.  The  following  Lord’s-day  evening  his  remains  were  car¬ 
ried  from  his  houfe,  and  depofited  in  the  Baptift  burying-ground 
in  Parifh  ftreet.  Exon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Giles,  a  minifter  of  the 
Independent  denomination,  lately  come  to  that  city,  obligingly 
performed  the  funeral- fervice  ;  and,  the  next  Sabbath,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Ryland,  of  Briftol,  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  defire,  de¬ 
livered  the  funeral-fermon,  the  outline  of  which  precedes  this 
article.* 


The  following,  taken  from  a  charming  Manufcript  called.  The 
Parfonic  Garden ,  in  which  numerous  miniflers  are  compared 
to  different  fhrubs  and  (lowers,  may  ferve  as  an 

Epitaph 

On  the  Rev.  William  Clarke,  A.  M. 


Clarke,  a  Sweet-William,  whofe  expanded  breaft. 

With  every  grace,  indulgent  heav’n  had  bled ; 

Judicious,  humble,  affable  ahd  calm, 

His  mind  was  beauty,  and  his  breath  was  balm. 

t 

*  This  account  is  collected;  from  one  of  the  l.afl  letters  written  by  th& 
late  excellent  Dr.  Stennett  ;  from  a  fketch  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  hiftory  at  Uni- 
corn-yai  d,  by  Mr.  J.oftph  Dermer  ;  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Rumton,  of  Exon  ;  nor  leak  of  all  from  the  clofing  part  of  Dr.  Ryland’s 
funeral  fermon  for  Mr.  Clarke, 

Rev.  Mr.  Hutchins,  the  prefent  pallor  of  the  church  at  Unicorn-vard, 
alfo  preached  a  funeral  diicou-rie  on  this  occafion,  from  Rev.  xiv.  13. 
Mlejjcd  are  the  dead ,  &  C, 


(  28i  ) 

Mrs.  Rachel  Furman,  South  Carolina, 

In  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  year  died  Mrs.  Rachel  Furman, 
at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  South  Carolina,  in  the  73d  year 
of  her  age.  She  was  reli£t  of  Wood  Furman,  Efq.  Ordi¬ 
nary ,  or  Judge  of  Probates ,  of  Camden  diftri6f,  in  that 
State,  who  died  eleven  years  before  her,  and  with  whom  fhe 
had  lived  happily  in  the  conjugal  relation  upwards  of  forty 
years.  She  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  her 
maiden  name  was  Brodhead,  and  £he  belonged  to  a  family 
of  refpedtabily  in  that  country.  The  prefent  General  Brod¬ 
head,  of  Pennfylvania,  who  ferved  with  much  credit  in  the 
army  in  the  time  of  the  American  revolution,  is  fon  to  her 
oldeil  brother.  She  was  brought  up  in  a  religious  connexion 
with  the  Prefbyterians,  and  lived  about  twelve  years  under 
the  miniftry  of  Dr.  Pemberton  and  Mr.  B  oft  wick,  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Under  .he  labours  of  thefe  Gentlemen, 
but  efpecially  of  the  former,  and  or  Mr.  Whitefi  eld,  who 
always  preached  in  his  church  when  in  New  York,  file  felt 
many  tender  impreflions.  But  file  dated  her  convernon  at 
a  later  period,  when  fhe  lived  in  South  Carolina,  at  a  place 
where  file  had  not  convenient  opportunities  of  attending* 
public  ordinances.  This  was  about  the  year  1763.  A 
mournful  providence  led  to  it.  The  fmall-pox,  at  that  time 
greatly  feared,  broke  out  in  Charlefton.  Many  perfons  im¬ 
mediately  fled  :  among  the  reft  an  elclerly  Lady,  who,  being 
an  acquaintance,  took  fancftuary  at  Mr.  Furman’s,  whole  refl- 
dence  was  not  many  miles  from  the  city.  As  fhe  was  a  Lady 
of  much  gaiety,  the  family,  in  confequence  of  her  being  m  it, 
and  yielding  to  her  tafte,  were  put  out  of  their  ufual  ftyle 
ot  living,  which  was  generally  ferious,  and  for  about  ten 
days  might  be  faid  to  be  man  almoft  conifant  ftate  of  levity* 
T  he  Lady  wa's  then  taken  extremely  ill,  the  diforder  proved 
to  be  the  fmall-pox,  and  in  a  few  days  terminated  in  death, 
Mr.  Furman,  and  his  youngeft  fon,  the  latter  being  then  a 
child  about  eight  years  old,  fled  as  foon  as  the  complaint 
was  difcovered  to  be  the  fmall-pox,  as  they  never  had  it; 
and  fearing  the  contagion,  were  prevented  returning  for  fome 
weeks:  during  this  time  Mrs.  Furman  was  left  atone  with 
the  fervants,  and  her  only  daughter,  alfo  a  child.  The  fcene 
of  death  was  before  her  in  its  moft  awful  colours.  They 
received  an  heightening  from  her  lonely  fituation.  The 
levity  which  had  uniformly  appeared  in  the  unhappy  woman, 
io  luddenly  fnatched  out  of  time  into  eternity,  without  any 
nrnrks  of  repentance,  or  of  the  leaft  ferioumeis  ;  and  the 
confcioufnefs  that  /he  alfo  had  been  a  partaker  in  the  laft  fcenes 
©i  the  other’s  folly  and  thoughdeflhefs,  and  was  herfelf  un~ 
SEP-  T795*  u  prepared 


THE  OBITUARY. 


2S2 

prepared  to  die ;  ferved  to  fallen  deep  convidlions  in  hef 
mind,  and  drove  her,  as  her  laft  refource,  to  earneft  prayer, 
in  which,  on  the  principles  of  the  gofpel,  which  {he  under- 
flood,  and  had  before  in  fome  meafure  approved,  {he  ap¬ 
plied  for  mercy  at  the  throne  of  grace.  While' thus  earnest¬ 
ly  engaged,  one  day  in  a  place  of  retirement,  fueh  as  the 
country  life  afford,  and  pleading  the  merit  of  the  Redeemer 
for  her  pardon  and  acceptance,  {lie  was  delivered  from  the 
burden  of  guilt,  and  felt  herfelf  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son.  She  then  melted  into  the  moft  tender 
frame  of  foul,  under  an  exquifite  fenfe  of  divine  love,  and 
felt  an  inexpreftible  tranfpcrt  of  joy  and  gratitude.  To  ufe 
her  own  expreffion,  cc  As  I  returned  to  the  place  of  my 
abode,  the  heavens,  the  earth,  the  trees,  the  grafs,  and  all 
nature  around,  feemed  to  fmile  on  me  in  token  of  the  divine 
favour;  and  to  unite  in  one  general  fong  of  praife  to  God, 
infinitely  good  and  merciful.” 

She  was  much  aftifted  afterwards  in  reading  Doddridge’s 
Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion  in  the  Soul,  Hervey’s  Medi¬ 
tations  and  Dialogues,  Edwards  on  Religious  AfFedlions,  and 
Andrew  Gray’s  animated  and  experimental  Difcourfes  :  moft 
of  which  indeed  fne  had  been  before  acquainted  with,  but 
now  better  underftood  them,  and  felt  their  force.  Some 
time  after  this,  by  reading  the  difpute  between  Dr.  Finley 
and  Mr.  Abel  Morgan,  {he  received  favourable  impreflions 
refpedling  the  fentiments  of  the  Baptifts,  with  whom  fhe  at 
that  time  had  no  perfonal  acquaintance.  But  in  the  year 
1770,  the  family  removed  to  the  High  Hills  of  Santee;  there 
a  glorious  work  of  grace  had  juft  begun,  under  the  miniftry 
of  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Rees,  of  the  Baptift  church.  The  firft  time 
{he  faw  the  ordinance  of  baptifm  by  immerfion  adminiftered, 
fhe  was  fully  convinced  it  was  the  true  baptifm  of  the  New 
Teftament,  and  felt  defires  to  comply  with  the  duty ;  but 
from  fome  reafons  was  kept  back  till  the  time  when 
her  youngeft  fon*  before  referred  to,  and  now  minifter  of 
the  Baptift  church  in  Charlefton,  having,  as  he  trufted,  ex¬ 
perienced  the  power  of  all-conquering  grace,  was  induced 
to  make  a  religious  profeflion,  and  embrace  the  holy  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  Redeemer.  She  could  refrain  no  longer  ;  but 
came  forward  at  the  fame  time,  and  fubmitted  to  the  divine 
inftitution,  under  the  hands  of  the  pious  Mr.  Rees.  She 
was  ever  after  a  ferious  profeftbr,  an  experienced  and  exem¬ 
plary  chriftian  ;  beloved  and  refpedted  by  all  her  acquaintance: 
a  lover  of  the  pure  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel  which  fhe  read, 
and  heard  with  emotion;  and  an  earned:  and  conftant  atten¬ 
dant  on  the  exercifes  of  both  public  and  private  devotion. 
The  natural  warmth  of  her  temper  fometimes  hurried  her 
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into  little  imprudencies,  1'uch  as  properly  fall  under  the  de- 
fcription  of  human  frailties ;  but  thefe,  on  reflexion,  oc~ 
eafioned  her  much  forrow  and  humiliation.  Confcientiouf- 
nefs,  fmcerity,  juftice,  and  benevolencd,  were  leading  traits 
in  her  character.  In  1787,  fhe  came  with  herfonto  Charle- 
fton,  on  his  fettlement  there}  but  the  noife  and  hurry  of  the 
eitv-life  did  not  now  fuit  her  tafle,  or  frame  of  fpirit.  ,  She 
wiihed  retirement,  and  in  1789,  returned  to  the  High  Hills 
of  Santee;  there  ihe  continued,  except  during  the  time  of  a 
fhort  vifit  to  Charlefton,  till  the  time  of  her  death.  She  had 
often  thought  of  this  important  event,  and  been  earneft  in 
preparing  for  it ;  and  appeared  poilefted  of  a  well  founded 
and  rational  confidence  that  it  would  be  a  happy  change  to 
her.  The  laft  time  her  fon  faw  her,  ihe  expreffed  much 
iatisfadlion  on  the  fubjeH;  faid,  ihe  had  been  apprehenfive 
ihe  ihould  have  feen  him  no  more ;  and  thought  that  inter¬ 
view  probably  would  be  the  laft  ;  to  which  ihe  faid,  her  mind 
felt  reconciled  in  the  profpedt  of  a  future  meeting  in  a  happy 
immortality. 

She  was  adfive  for  a  perfon  of  her  years,  and,  but  a  little 
before  her  death,  appeared  more  healthy  and  vigorous  than 
ordinary.  But  being  feized  with  a  violent  putrid  fever, 
which  greatly  affedied  her  head  (as  her  fevers  generally  did), 
ihe  had  very  little  exercife  of  her  rational  powers,  till  the 
difeafe  terminated  in  death.  In  a  few  lucid  moments,  Ihe 
inanifefted  the  devotional  and  benevolent  temper  fo  character - 
iftic  of  her,  and  then  refigned  her  foul  into  the  hands  of  her 
God  and  Redeemer,  the  15th  of  October  1794. 

In  addition  to  the  lofs  of  his  honored  mother,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Furman,  and  family,  were,  in  the  laft  February,  called 
to  weep  over  a  beloved  young  child,  (who  was  named  John 
Gano,  after  our  worthy  friend  now  at  Kentuckey,)  taken 
from  their  embraces  by  God’s  awful  meftenger. 


Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  New- Haven ,  Connecticut. 

In  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  May  12,  1795,  after  five  days 
illnels  of  a  bilious  fever,  departed  this  life,  in  the  hope  of  a 
blefted  immortality,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles,  S.  T.  D.  L.  L.  D. 
Prefident  of  Yale  College,  in  the  lixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

His  funeral  was  attended  on  the  Tuefday  following.  The 
corpfe  was  born  to  the  Brick  Meeting-houfe,  by  a  number 
of  the  moft  refpedlable  citizens  of  New-Haven,  in  a  pro- 
eeffion  confifting  of  the  Undergraduates,  Bachelors,  and 
Officers  of  the  College,  feveral  Members  of  the  Corporation, 
the  neighbouring  Clergy,  and  a  large  concourfe  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  city,  and  its  vicinity.  A  well  adapted  and 
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excellent  fermori  was  then  delivered  before  a  numerous  and 
deeply  affeded  audience,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  from  John 
xiv.  2.  In  my  Father' s  houj'e  are  many  manfims.  After  divine 
fervice  the  interment  was  performed  with  decency  and  folem- 
nity. 

Prefident  Stiles  was  born  at  North-Haven,  Nov.  29th, 
A,  D.  1727,  O.  S.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
the  year  1746  s  and  in  17495  was  called  to  the  office  of  a 
tutor  in  the  college,  in  which  Ration  he  continued  fix  years. 
He  was  fettled  in  the  paftoral  office  at  Newport,  in  Rhodc- 
Iiland,  in  the  year  1755.  In  1776,  being  obliged  by  the 
events  of  the  war  to  leave  his  congregation  at  Newport,  he 
was  called  to  preach  at  Portfmouth,  in  New-Hampfhire  ;  at 
which  place  he  declined  an  offered  fettlement,  hoping  at  fome 
future  period  his  dock  might  be  regathered,  and  that  he  might 
again  take  the  overfight  of  them  at  Newport. 

In  1777,  he  was  eledcd  Prefident  of  Yale  College,  and 
afterwards  Profefor  of  Ecclefaftical  PliRory;  and  in  June 
1778,  was  inftalled  in  the  Prefidentfhip,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  till  his  death.  He  maintained  an  extenfve  literary 
correspondence  with  learned  men  on  both  Tides  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  ;  was  a  member  of  the  moil  refpedlable  Phiiofophical 
focieties  in  America,  and  received  the  firR  honours  of  fome 
of  the  principal  univerf ties  in  the  United  States,  and  Great 
Britain. 

PoifeiTed  of  great  Rrength  and  fingular  verfatility  of  ge¬ 
nius,  he  applied  himfelf  at  an  early  period  of  life  to  the  Rudy 
of  li  terature  and  general  fcience;  and  by  unwearied  afiduity, 
united  with  an  extraordinary  acumen  of  mind,  and  retentive- 
nels  of  memory,  foon  raifed  himfelf  to  that  confpicuous  rank 
which  he  richly  merited,  and  long  enjoyed  in  the  literary 
world.  Of  the  various  Rations,  which  in  the  courfe  of  pro¬ 
vidence  he  was  called  to  nil,  he  difcharged  the  functions  with 
fingular  ability  and  reputation.  Idis  mind,  formed  by  nature 
to  familiarize  the  moR  abRrufe,  and  to  give  novelty  and  ele¬ 
vation  to  the  moR  familiar  fubjedfs,  was  peculiarly  calculated 
for  the  duties  of  that  office  which  he  fuRained  in  the  republic 
of  letters,  and  in  which  he  became  fignally  infirumental  in 
promoting  the  happinefs  of  his  country,  and  of  mankind,  by 
djjCTeminating  the  principles  of  religion,  morality,  and  ufeful 
knowledge.  Elevated  by  chriflian  hope  and  fortitude  above 
the  dread  of  temporal  misfortunes,  endowed  with  the  tendereR 
ienfibility  of  mind,  but  patient  and  fubmiffive  under  trials  the 
moR  fevere ;  humble  in  the  midR  of  exaltation  and  literary 
*  fame,  benevolent  and  charitable  to  all,  he  “  held  his  courle 
unfaulteringU  in  the  paths  of  fcience  and  virtue,  and  laud¬ 
ably  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the  fervice  of  mankind. 
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As  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  he  v/as  diftinguifhed  for  very 
uncommon  attainments  in  theological  learning,  for  manly 
eloquence  and  fervid  piety.  In  difcharging  the  duties  of  life, 
it  was  the  object  of  his  conftant  and  higheft  ambition  to  be  an 
humble  follower  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jefus.  The  more 
fublime  and  glorious  truths  of  chriftianity  were  the  fubjedts 
of  his  pulpit  eloquence,  and  on  which  he  ever  converfed 
with  an  evangelical  delight  and  rapture. 

His  manners  in  conduct  and  life  were  uniformly  regulated 
by  an  habitual  regard  to  the  great  ends  of  exigence  :  and  into 
his  moll  familiar  converfe  he  introduced  the  important  doc¬ 
trines  of  religion  with  a  pertinency,  grace  bnd  propriety} 
which  always  commanded  admiration.  Amidft  the  frequent 
and  violent  attacks  which  have  been  directed  again!!  the 
chriftian  faith,  he  flood  unfhaken,  and  gloried  in  the  crofs  of 
Chrift. 

His  character  reflected  dignity  on  the  literary  inflitution 
over  which  he  prelided.  In  the  intricacies  of  fcience  he  was 
a  always  ready,  always  adequate.”  Poffefiing  in  an  eminent 
degree,  the  faculty  of  infufing  with  facility  the  principles  of 
ufeful  fcience  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils ;  his  academic  du¬ 
ties  were  his  delight.  From  the  repofitories  of  learning  he 
had  collected  a  rich  and  copious  {tore  of  knowledge,  by  the 
faithful  did: rib ut  on  of  which  he  has  fignally  contributed  to 
the  honor  and  improvement  of  his  country.  He  was  ever 
folicitoufly  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  thofe  with  whofe  edu¬ 
cation  he  was  entrufted — and  in  his  declining  years  enjoyed 
the  fatisfaCtion  of  witnefting  the  profperity  and  riling  eminence 
of  many,  whom  his  parental  care  and  literary  labours  had 
qualified  for  extenfive  ufefulnefs  in  life. 

In  his  domeftic  relations  he  poffefted  all  thofe  qualities 
which  adorn  humanity,  and  render  focial  life  a  blefting. — 
Polite  without  affeCtation,  learned  without  arrogance,  chari¬ 
table  without  often tation,  condefcending  in  manners,  familiar 
but  dignified,  candid  but  independent  in  fentiment,  and  feru- 
puloufly  juft  ;  he  at  once  commanded  reverence,  and  con¬ 
ciliated  the  affeCtions  of  all. 

Of  fuch  an  affemblage  of  varied  excellence  in  a  finale 
perfon,  the  world  has  afforded  but  few  examples.  By  the 
death  of  this  diftinguifhed  character,  the  univerfity  over 
which  he  prefided  has  loft  an  ineftimable  treafure  of  wifdom 
and  learning ;  his  bereaved  family  a  faithful  and  affectionate 
counfellor,  guardian  and  protestor ;  the  church  of  Chrift  a 
firm  and  ftable  pillar ;  literature  and  fcience  a  diftinguifhed 
luminary ;  liberty  and  the  rights  of  human  nature  an  able  and 
ftrenuous  advocate  s  and  the  world  a  virtuous  man, 
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Mr.  Thomas  Trinder 

Late  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  Northampton . 

Most  of  the  biographical  traits  publifhed  in  the  Regifter 
were  given  by  feme  affectionate  furvivors  of  our  deceafed 
fiiends,  who,  in  general,  have  been  ftudious  to  exhibit  their 
excellencies  ;  and  indeed  thefe  fhould  be  held  up  to  imitation. 
But  a  greater  variety  of  character  and  conflict  may  be  expect¬ 
ed  from  the  diary  of  a  good  man,  intended  to  be  an  hiflory 
of  himfelf,  for  his  own  ufe.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  fheets 
written,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  for  the  information  of  a 
bofom  f  iend.  Mr.  Trinder  drew  up,  at  the  requeft,  and 
for  the  perufal  of  his  wife  *,  the  account  of  the  earlier  ftages 
of  his  experience,  which  is  here  conftderably  abridged .  In 
it  he  gives  an  undifguifed  flatement  of  his  whole  cafe.  Fie 
infer ts  his  pains  among  his  pleafures,  and  reminds  us  of  that 
comprehend ve  paffage,  The  heart  knows  his  own  bitternefs , 
and  a Jlranger  doth  not  intermeddle  with  his  joy . 

PART  L 

I  was  at  Mr.  Wells’s  fchool,  in  Cheltenham,  Gloucefterfhire, 
when  I  firfl  heard  the  gofpel  trumpet  blown.  Though  my 
parents,  and  aim  oft  all  my  relations,  were  members  of  the  Ella- 
blifhment,  that  was  no  objection  to  my  being  in  this  family, 
and  attending  public  worfhip  with  its  members,  efpeeially  if 
I  went  to  the  church  and  meeting  alternately  once  a  fortnight. 
I  attended  the  latter  but  a  few  times  before  I  was  convinced 
that  the  manner  of  worfhip  had  a  greater  fimplicity  and  folem- 
nity  than  what  I  had  always  been  ufed  to ;  fo  that  afterwards  I 
felt  but  little  defire  to  attend  the  eftablilhed  church,  and  never 
went  but  to  fave  my  word. 

But  this  was  very  far  from  being  a  change  of  foul ;  I  had  the 
fame  heart  as  ever.  tc  No  outward  forms  can  make  us  clean.” 
The  truly  chriftian  fpirit,  and  amiable  conduct  of  my  mafter, 
and  his  excellent  partner  in  life,  gained  my  love  to  them,  and 
the  profeflion  they  made ;  but  I  did  not  know  what  my  nature 
was,  nor  had  1  the  leaft  notion  of  God’s  method  of  falvation. 

In  the  year  1757,  Cheltenham  was  highly  favoured  with 
gofpel  minifters  of  the  church  of  England— no  lei's  than  four 
during  the  fealon  :  Rev.  Mr.  Talbot,  Lord  Talbot’s  brother  ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Downing,  chaplain  to  Lord  Dartmouth  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Stilling- 
fleet,  chaplain  to  Lord  Barrymore  :  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madan  : 
they  all  preached,  but  Mr.  Madan  more  than  the  others. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  that  year,  I  frit  heard  the  Rev.  Mr. 

*  An  account  of  Mrs.  Trinder  is  in  the  former  volume  of  the  Regifter, 

page  *35-  ' 
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Madan.  His  difcourfe  was  founded  upon  the  iii  chap,  of  John’s 
eofpel  and  the  firft  nine  veries,  containing  the  conference 
between  Nicodemus  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  I  do  not  intend 
to  give  any  larger  account  of  his  fermon,  than  juft  to  fay,  he 
fhewed  what  regeneration  was  not;  but  more  particularly  what  it 
was.  The  word  was  armed  with  power  to  me.  I  was  convinced  I 
had  never  experienced  the  great  change  ;  I  faw  the  neceflity  of 
it,  and  that  without  it  I  Ihould  be  miferable  to  all  eternity. 
When  fervice  was  over,  I  came  home  with  my  mailer  and  fchool- 
fellows,  but  1  think  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  could  re¬ 
frain  from  tears  in  going  along  the  ftreets.  When  at  home,  X 
retired  into  my  chamber,  upon  my  knees,  there  to  give  vent  to 
my  tears,  and  prayed,  if  I  could  pray,  that  I  might  be  born  again. 
I  felt  that  I  was  a  loit  creature.  As  I  can  at  prefent  pafs  a  better 
judgment  upon  the  former  Hate  of  my  mind,  than  I  could  then, 
I  mull  in  honefty  declare,  though  I  am  well  perfwaded  that  was 
the  beginning  of  the  work  of  God  upon  my  foul,  and  his  real 
work  ;  that  1  now  fee  there  was  an  abundance  of  pride  and 
hypocrify  in  me  :  and  even  thofe  convictions  were,  in  part,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  awful  and  affecting  manner  in  which  truth  was 
delivered,  and  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  force  of  oratory, 
which  worked  up  my  paffions  to  a  ferment :  for  the  fame  day,  I 
believe,  I  could  not  recolieCt  one  fingle  fentence  more  of  the 
fermon,  than  the  pertinent  remarks  the  Preacher  made  concern¬ 
ing  fome  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  Pharifees. 

For  fome  time  my  paffions  continued  affe&ed,  but  I  was  able 
in  a  few  days  to  recollect  more  and  more  of  the  fermon.  X  re¬ 
member  withall,  that  I  had  a  longing  defire  my  mailer  ihould 
know  it ;  though,  after  many  endeavours,  I  was  never  able  to 
difcover  it  to  him.  He,  however,  made  the  difcovery  before  I  was 
aware.  One  evening,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  week  X 
think  it  was,  being  in  deep  reflection,  I  had  my  firft  fcriptural  view 
of  Chrift.  I  revolved  over  his  fufferings,  and  felt  fo  ilrong  an  im- 
preflion  of  them  upon  my  own  foul,  that  1  faw  X  was  the  bitter  caufe 
of  all,  and  wept,  I  believe,  all  the  time.  The  hymn  that  then  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  thoughts  was  of  particular  fervice  to  me,  and  has  been 
many  times  fince.  My  reflections  were  only  an  enlargement  of 
it,  with  application.  Mr.  Wells  was  the  author,  and  it  was 
never  in  print  I  think.  It  contains  the  breathings  of  a  wounded 
{inner  to  his  wounded  Saviour, 

O  the  depth  of  Jefu’s  love  ! 

He  doth  fet  the  pris’ners  free  ; 

He  did  all  my  fins  remove. 

When  he  bore  them  on  the  tree. 

1  was  overwhelm’d  in  fin. 

All  my  nature  was  defil’d ; 

JXe  has  made  my  nature  clean, 

$nd  Jehovah’s  law  fulfill’d, 

V  \ 
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I  with  wonder  and  amaze, 

Do  by  faith  my  Saviour  view  ; 

And  as  I  upon  him  gaze. 

He  his  beauty  deigns  to  fhew. 

Jefu’s  love  has  won  my  heart. 

He  to  me  is  precious  now  ; 

I  believe  he  felt  my  fmart. 

By  tiie  wreath  that  bound  his  brow. 

By  the  fcourge,  the  nails,  the  fpear. 

By  the  vital  flowing  Bream, 

By  the  forrows  that  he  bore  1 
Thus  my  free  falvation  came. 

I  can  always  find  relief, 

When  I  view  the  flaughter’d  Lamb  ; 

He  has  furely  borne  my  grief, 

I  rejoice  in  Jefu’s  name. 

Shout  ye  heavenly  choir  above  ; 

Shout  ye  Tons  of  men  below; 

We  from  Jefu’s  wounds  do  prove. 

Streams  of  fweet  falvation  flow. 

At  that  time,  I  thought,  more  of  the  bodily  pains  and  igno¬ 
miny  of  Jefus,  than  of  the  inward  tortures  of  his  foul  &His 
mangled  body  all  befmeared  with  blood  ;  the/whole  weight 
of  it,  fupported  by  the  nails,  reding  entirely  upon  thofe 
fmarting  wounds  excited  ftrong  and  lively  emotions  in  my 
foul :  my  confcience  was  wounded  to  find  I  was  the  caufe 
of  all  his  forrow.  Regret,  pity,  and  fympathy,  worked 
Rrongly  on  my  heart ;  when  I  was  convicted  I  had  virtually 
made  all  thofe  wounds,  and  that  they  were  my  due.  It  was 
then  I  received  a  fenfe  of  pardon,  under  the  notion  of  a  plaifler 
for  my  wounds.  I  relate  the  ideas  and  feelings  of  a  babe  as 
fuch.  At  this  time  my  foul  was  all  on  fire  for  the  preaching  of 
the  word,  and  about  three  of  my  fchooLfellows  got  together 
after  fchool,  in  our  room,  and  read  the  New  Teftarnent.  The 
Gofpel  according  to  John  wrought  moil  upon  me,  but  chiefly 
the  8  or  9  laft  chapters ;  thefe  I  read  over  and  over  privately  to 
my  (elf. 

1,  with  feme  others  who  were  moft  afFe&ed,  were  ready  to  break 
through  the  rules  of  decency  and  good  manners  to  hear  but  a  Angle 
word  concerning  falvation.  I  well  remember,  that  whenever  Mr. 
Madan  came  to  Mr.  W ells’s,  as  he  commonly  did  two  or  three 
times  a  week  (Mr.  Wells  being  almoA  the  only  religious  perfon 
that  he  and  his  brethren  were  converfant  with  in  Cheltenham), 
if  we  could  obtain  the  knowledge  of  it,  we  fhould  immediately 
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run  down  from  fchool ;  and  happieil  was  he  who  couid  obtain 

the  key  hole  to  hear  the  convention.  r  t  r  a  t 

Having;  tailed  fomething  of  the  nchnefs  ot  the  goipel  fealt,  1 
Avas  very  earneft  that  others,  efpecially  my  relations  thouid 
enjoy  the  fame  likewife;  and  when  Mr.  Madan  preacned  at  a 
village,  about  fix  miles  from  Cheltenham,  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
them,  to  entreat  them  to  hear  inch  a  miniiler  as  they  never  heaid 
before  in  their  lives.  I  firmly  thought  they  furely  muft  be  con¬ 
verted  by  his  preaching.  But  I  ioon  found  to  the  coull  ai  y- 
The  notion  having  fpread  of  his  being  a  Methodift,  preju  iced 
their  minds  againil  him,  and  I  was  fa.Sly  mortified  to  hear  them 
repeat  (though  not  with  much  approbation  themielves)  the  ieuU- 
ments  and  railleries  of  others  againil  him.  I  remember,  m 
my  zeal,  to  have  wrote  a  long  epiille  to  my  brothers,  wlixic  at 
fchool,  which  I  backed  with  a  great  number  of  fuch  paffages  of 
fcripture  as  I  thought  the  moil  linking  and  convincing.  W  hen  Mr. 
Madan  preached  again  at  the  fame  place,  I  earnelllv  entreated 
them  to  hear  him  once  more,  alluring  them  in  the  mob  lolemn 
manner  I  was  able,  that  they  might  never  have  fuch  anomer 

opportunity  in  their  lives.  ^  ^ 

A  delire"  of  fpreading,  as  much  as  in  my  power  lay,  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  name  of  Chrilt,  which  was  indeed  nke  pitcioas 
ointment  poured  forth  to  my  foul,  maae  me  rejoice  at  cveiy 
opportunity,  when  at  home,  of  urging  the  necefiity.  oi  an  in- 
terell  in  him.  But  I  loon  found  that  the  bed  medicines  aie  of 
ufe  omy  to  fuch,  who  being  difeafed,  feel  the  need  of  them. 

About  the  beginning  of  September  following,  I  took  a  journey 
to  London,  where  I  continued  but  three  weeks,  as&f  departed 
from  it  with  greater  reludtance  than  is  eafily  to  be  imagined  ;  for 
whilft  there,  it  was  a  painful  conlideration  to  me  that  I  could 
hear  but  one  gofpel  miniiler  at  a  time.  I  was  tempted  to  wifti 
for  a  plurality  of  fouls  and  bodies,  that  I  might  have  heard 


them  all. 

On  my  return  to  Gloucellerfhire,  I  took  a  tour  into  Hamp- 
fhire  to  fee  fame  friends,  in  which  Providence  again  favoured 
me.  There  was  in  the  fame  coach  a  dilfenting  miniiler  of  New¬ 
bury,  Berks,  who  foon  difcovered  what  I  was,  and  treated  me 
with  the  gentlenefs  of  a  new-born  foul.  He  had  enjoyed  a  per - 
fonal  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Watts,  and  knew  men  and  things 
extremely  well.  He  infmuated  improvement  to  my  mind  in  the 
moll  pleafmg  and  admirable  manner.  Though  I  then  reaped  the 
benefit,  I  fcarcely  perceived  it. 

When  I  was  returned  home,  I  continued  with  my  mother  and 
brethren  in  their  bufinefs,  part  of  which  (namely,  grazing  and 
dairy,)  I  liked,  chiefly  bccaufe  it  did  not  rellrain  me  from  medi¬ 
tating  on  the  things  concerning  my  foul.  Here  1  had  many  fweet 
feafons  of  communion  with  God,  as  I  went  about  the  meadows, 
or  was  employed  in  other  bufinefs ;  and  in  thofe  feafons  my  mind 
was  but  the  more  impatient  for  London,  that  1  might  have  the 
advantage  of  hearing  the  gofpel  preached  in  a  more  lively 

manner 
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?reedyrdefire  -,if-C°U'd  ^  Never  had  I  felt  before  a  more 

lover  of  feveral  kL^of  itl?dth°f  ^Tf  jth°ugh  an  exorbitant 
its  mini  ftp  rc  •  f  •  °*  U'  t!lan  now  ^  ^ad  a^ter  the  gofpel,  and 
fcle  At  oth*p  ^metlmes  my  impatience  was  aim  oft  infupporta- 

by  'the  honel  htr8/  my  ^ffi°nS  Were  dilfolved  into  fubrrdffion 

IS, ,heit  *• >=■»•  "-"si.  ■ 

preflive  of  mv  ftv  n  *  cou^  meet  witli  no  expreftions  fo  ex- 
verfes  of  Jucte^  ^  a°  J  *  ^  atts's  paraphrafe  of  the  24th  and  25th 

He  will  prefent  our  fouls, 

Unblemifh’d  and  complete. 

Before  the  glory  of  his  face. 

With  joys  divinely  great. 

Then  all  the  chofen  feed 
Shall  meet  around  the  throne, 
v  at^  Diefs  the  conduct  of  h;s  grace, 

■oind  make  his  wonders  known. 

1  f  Wa-VS  carried  wit!i  ®e,  afforded  me  the 
dnrino- /htr  ^  read  it  every  minute  of  time  I  had  to  fpare 
tf  fh  °  ”,l  dy~  ‘ght.  and  in  tne  evening  ufed  commonly  to  retire, 

if  tne  weather  permitted,  to  feme  private  thicket,  or  hedge 

f  \  ’  t0  fome  out'houfe,  or  rick,  where  I  might  enjoy  in  foli- 

aidemy  De,t  companion,  and  meditate  on  the  things  pertaining 
o  the  kingdom  of  God.  Indeed,  t  feemed  to  enjoy  his  compln? 
da>  lung  and  fucked  and  was  iatisfied  with  the  confolations 

wfr  5  Md  S  WOjd  5  [  drank  of  the  u  aters  of  life  freely.  Dr. 

attS  s  Byrons,  and  particularly  the  firft  book  of  his  Lyric  Poems, 
,vere  very  lerviceabie  to  me;  they  expreifed  my  feelings,  which 
.  was  by  no  means  able  to  exprefs  myfelf;  I  fometimes  felt  the 
veryeflence  of  the  molt  lofty  of  them  in  my  own  foul. 

i  ne  works  of  God  in  nature  may  affift  the  imagination  ;  mine, 

I  now,  could  never  pidure  out  by  its  own  power  alone  fo  lively 
an  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  tribunal  ofChrift,  as  when,  from 
the  top  of  fome  of  our  lofty  hills,  I  could  conceive  him  (while  all 
the  heavens  confpire  to  favour  fuch  a  conception),  as  erefting  his 
throne  of  judgment  in  that  moll  exteniive  valley  which  they 
command  and  which  is  the  deeped,  largeit,  and  moft  ftrikino- 
to  the  fight  I  ever  did,  or  I  fuppofe,  ever  fliall  behold.  I  have 
tiom  thofe  very  places,  had  many  an  overpowering  view  of 
j  eius,  as  difplaying  his  glory  in  the  natural  world.  I  particu- 
larly  remember  a  thunderstorm  intheyear  1758,  which  I  was  in. 
i  ne  ihrilleit  cracks  which  feemed  to  budt  the  heavens  in  two 
and  jar  the  very  foundation  of  nature,  funk  into  a  mighty  roar:’ 
which  bellowed  through  the  Ikies,  '  5 

“  Drown’d  the  fpacious  realms  below,” 

and  forced  all  nature  to  attend  to  the  majefty  of  her  God.  A 
furprile  and  reverence,  mixed  with  a  diddering  joy,  truly 

awful 
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awfu!  and  pleating  (methinks  I  feel  it  now,  I  witli  I  could  con- 
vev  itl  feized  my  whole  foul,  and  I  was  in  hopes  my  Lord  was 
cornin'1!  I  could  then  appropriate  to  myfelf  that  ftanza  in  Dr. 
Watts’s  poem,  entitled,  “  God  the  Thunderer 


«  CeleAial  King  1  thy  blazing  power 
Kindles  my  heart  to  flaming  joys ; 

I  fhout  to  hear  thy  thunders  roar. 
And  echo  to  my  Father’s  voice.” 


I  humbly,  I  fmcerely  think  I  could  have  bid  him  welcome,  tor 
mv  “  time  was  a  time  of  love  1”  I  fwam,  as  it  were,  m  joy,,  nor 
fcarcely  felt  I  was  upon  earth.  With  a  cheerful  heart  1  could 
exclaim  as  the  divine  and  beloved  Apoftle  “  Even  fo  come 
Lord  Jefus  1”  The  general  inclination  and  bent  of  my  foul  tor 

about  twelve  months,  was  after  Ghrift  * 


<c  jefus  was  my  delight  and  joy, 

My  bleffed  hope,  my  heavenly  prize. 
Dearer  than  all  my  paflions  were. 

My  limbs,  my  bowels,  or  my  eyes,” 


Scarce  a  day  pafTed  but  I  had  fome  fweet  communion  with  ChrifL 
«  The  candle  of  the  Lord  fhone  upon  my  head and  when  I 
think  on  thofe  times,  I  am  indeed  ready  to  cry  out  with  Job,  “  O 
that  I  were  as  in  months  pafl,  when  the  fecret  of  Goa  was  upon  my 
tabernacle,”  &c.  My  confcience  was  tender,  I  fcarce  knew 
how  to  partake  of  the  common  benefits  of  life,  and  thought  it  flu 
to  receive  them  without  joy  and  rapturous  delight  of  foul.  I  had 
none  to  inftrud  me  how  far  the  abfolute  expreflions  of  Scripture 
reached,  but  carried  many  of  them  to  their  full  length.  If  I  had 
read  any  lives  of  good  men  at  all,  they  were  principally  fuch,  the 
bright  fide  of  whole  characters  were  drawn  ;  and  wherever  I  heard 
of  any  perfon  remarkably  ferious  and  devotional,  I  longed  to 
copy  the  example.  In  this  my  profperity  I  (aid,  I  fhall  never  be 
moved.  I  was  got  to  the  top  of  the  mountain — 


«  Firm  was  my  health,  my  days  were  bright. 

And  I  prefum’d  ’twould  ne’er  be  night; 

Fondly  I  faid,  within  my  heart, 

Pleafure  and  peace  fhall  ne’er  depart.” 

But  I  found  it  otherwife.  I  had  important  lefTons  to  learn,  which 
mud  be  taught  by  fome  of  the  moft  convincing  arguments  in  the 
world  of  grace.  To  the  dreadful  plague  of  my  heart,  the  filthinefs 
of  my  nature,  I  was  almoft  a  Aranger  ;  but,  by  painful  experience, 
I  afterwards  learned  them. 

No,  the  fun  did  not  always  fhine,  though  I  had  felt  its  cheer¬ 
ing  rays  fo  copioufly.  Pride — -yes,  pride  in  ten  thoufand  forms 
had  a  firmer  hold  of  me  than  ever  I  fufpefted  ;  it  mixed  itfelf 
with  every  thought,  in  every  deflre,  in  all  the  powers  and  recedes 
of  my  foul.  I  thought  myfelf  holier  than  others.  When  at 
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fourtulS*  to^meed^rinThe  "H’"  ^  T^’  o 

were  the  only  acceptable  in  r'i  ^  d  thought  my  prayers 

heart,  to  every  Jfaid,  inmy 

than  thou.”  I  hoo^d  tn  ,,*•  °  °  Wltb’  !  Standby,  lam  holier 
poor  Cripple,  who  could  V.  6Ven  at  m,rac‘e3-  There  was  a 
tended  the  parilh  church  ■  ^  if  g i°  nt°r  ^an<d>  wt°  always  at- 
which  the  Apoftles  were  e'  n  ?  *  thought  upon  the  miracles 
unwavering-  faith  I  lid  f  !ed,t0  P.erform  hY  the  P°wer  of  an 

s  or  his  ££  ^ 

out  into  a  great  deolir f  my  mind  iaunched 

■ie  Jsffir » btojn  3rA',°  *w 

opinion  of  mv  faith  a  b,  ,  ra-  ,  luiV  had  a  very  high 
make  „fe  0f  a  S’  t  grlT  arofe  ;  1  was  afraid  to 

I  be  evroi-pd  L  fb  fcnilb  e  left  it  ihould  mifcarry,  and 

fecret  nrahr  a  C,0nLCeited  fooi>  or  an  enthufiaft :  therefore 
my  faith  hid  ^pedred  th?  °nly  proPer  mean-  But  then,  fuppofe 
the  ufe  of  his  bodv^  T  v'  °r  ]{llou[d  the  P00r  creature  come  to 
mental  inr  K  h  b  dy-  anTa  13mbs  ?™yer,  would  my  inllru- 

lide  ed  h  T T m  th?  ?re  ?  At  hft  1  P™{sd’  a"d  ferioufly  con- 

fa 'lac  v  f '  ,US  1  P;°pofed.  T  his  broke  the  inchantment,  laid  the 
n  y  J  KQr  t0  cyes;  and  convinced  me  that  all  this  reverie 
?  l  Cc  e  roraarJ  abominable  pride  and  vain  glory.  Since  then 

JoL  ^  which 

fubjea,"  whhd£  tft;t^rning  ** 

verv  rhncAht11  arP,aCe  °f  '^P  called  a  meeting,  feme 
iooh  P  6  PerPons  rePorted>  that  although  Mr.  Wells  was 
ooked  upon  as  a  man  of  an  hon eft  heart,  yet  they  were  certain 

like^toT1/  1 -ftlr td  h,‘S  PrinciPles  int0  me-  Finding  this  was 
t.  X  Ultr  lls  jCjtoo1,  I  took  every  occafion  to  "maintain, 
tnat  he  never  fo  much  as  obtruded  a  Angle  thought  or  notion 

of0min»’  butfthar  1  af ed  v°!untariIy-  This  drew  a  hot  kinfman 
0Ul  0d  PUIe  ze?d5  to  come  and  perfuade  me,  not  bv 
any  means  to  change  my  religion;  endeavouring  to  reprefent 

h°T  Peking  a  Ll}mS  *  vvas,  how  deceitful  the  Diffenters  were, 
witn  other  cant  phrafes  and  nonfenfe. 

.  ^  bad  a  more  difficult  talk  to  know  how  to  deal  with  a  little 
impertinent  fervant  man,  who  would  gainfay  all  that  I  had 
iUL  3  cculd  %•  He  ufed  in  the  moll  unfeeling  manner  to  ward 
oil  all  the  texts  of  feripture  I  could  bring  againft  him  ;  yea 

*  Hib  perplexities  on  this  fubjedt  are  here  omitted,  that  an  article  of 

However  1CIi?th  ^7  ^  ^  P.rotra<5led  beyond  »U  reafonable  bounds. 

i  Za\  lu  17' aJ  rbC  pi;oper  Juft  t0  obferve,  that,  at  this  time,  he  in- 
tnrwd  to  the  I  oedobaptift  fentiments,  though  he  accounted  immerfion 

much  the  propereft  mode  of  admmifttation ;  but,  fome  years  after,  he 
finally  maoe  up  his  mind  on  the  Baptifm  of  Believers  by  immerfion,  as 
the  only  fcriptural  onq ;  lie  acted  accordingly,  and  has  left  behind  him  a 
*ai  Se  well  written  manufenpt  in  defence  of  his  practice.  Editor. 
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maintained  the  neceffityof  fwearing,  and  averted,  that  if  he  went 
to  hell,  the  larged  numbers,  according  to  my  account  would 
be  there,  and  mult  render  it  a  jovial  place.  He  had  a  tolerable 
fhare  of  natural  wit,  and  would  undoubtedly  have  maae  a  good 
deift  but  for  want  of  literary  advantages. 

O  that  /he/e  had  but  been  the  worit  of  my  enemies !  If  we 
may  judge  of  them  indeed  from  the  conlequences  of  the 
adlions  rather  than  from  the  defign  of  them,  they  were  my 
friends  :  but  I  had  other  kinds  of  foes  to  combat  with.  I  have 
already  hinted  that  I  had  an  exorbitant  love  to  tome  forts  of 
gaming ;  cards  I  particularly  delighted  in,  merely  as  an  enter¬ 
tainment,  not  for  the  fake  of  gain.  I  think  the  hr  If  Chriftmas 
after  my  foul  was  touched  with  a  different  flame,  I  avoided 
them  without  much  difficulty.  The  next  year  was  fpent  at 
Cheltenham,  where  I  was  an  amanaenfis  to  an  apothecary”  till 
the  following  April,  when  I  was  recommended  as  an  affifcant 
to  a  fchool  at  Fairford,  in  the  fame  county,  f  hough  I  hud- 
made  liberty  of  confcience,  with  regard  to  worfhip,  a  condition 
of  going  there,  yet  I  was  in  a  very  great  degree  debarred  that 
privilege.  At  the  ufual  vacations,  I  went  home  to  fee  my 
friends.  The  winter  one  was  a  particular  fnare  to  me.  "I  he 
lofs  of  the  means  of  grace  had  much  weakened  the  power  of 
confcience.  The  love  of  company  and  the  influence  of  my  friends, 
joined  with  my  natural  lull  for  playing  cards,  overpowered 
me.  I  touched,  I  tailed,  I  handled,  yea,  what  is  more,  I  loved, 
and  yet  dreaded  it.  Diflreffes  followed  thereupon,  yet  I  re¬ 
turned  to  folly.  Convictions  on  the  one  hand,  and  uncontrolable 
deiire  on  the  other,  made  dreadful  work  in  my  mind  and  con¬ 
fcience.  I  burnt  cards  at  home  fecretly,  to  put  the  players  to  a 
non-plus  when  they  fhould  come,  and  myielf  out  of  danger  ; 
though  my  heart  burnt  at  the  fame  time  with  defire  after  them. 
However,  with  a  mangled  confcience,  I  got  the  victory  over 
them  before  I  left  Fairford,  and  indeed,  before  that  time,  all  my 
kindred,  knowing  my  principles,  took  it  for  granted  I  fliould 
not  join  in  the  practice. 

But,  before  I  left  my  native  place,  other  more  horrid,  more- 
powerful  corruptions  rofe  up:  I  cannot  tell  how  to  name  them, 
Thefe  beafls  of  prey,  attended  with  the  moil  hard,  gloomy, 
foul,  blafphemous  thoughts,  were  fuch  hell -formed  mcnilers, 
that  I  never  recollect  the  ravages  they  have  made  but  my  heart 
aches.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  relate  the  conhicls  I  have  had 
with  them.  But  all  things  confpired,  while  at  Fairford,  to  in- 
creaie  their  power,  and  ftrength  they  really  gained. 

When  Providence  removed  me  to  Northampton  May  the  ill 
1762,  I  had  Hill  the  fame  enemies  to  cope  with.  But  here  I  had 
opportunities  of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  their  manner  of 
£ght,  of  the  devices  of  Satan,  and  of  the  beft  methods  of  defence* 
I  was  a  flow  fcholar :  and  though  they  had  not  the  head  as  be¬ 
fore,  yet  their  power  was  not  gone.  Here,  likewife,  other 
temptations  arofe.  FTaving  read  Tome  critieifms  on  various  paf- 
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fages  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  Teftament,  and  feeing  in  ftb* 
fe*  *  different  tranflation,  I  was  determined  not  to  read  the 
Bible  any  more  till  I  could  read  it  in  the  original  languages 
ihis  very  dangerous  temptation,  with  fome  wavering,  continued 

tr  noSk  T‘  *fka"  whUe’  1  temptations  of^a  doc- 

■  ,k  J;  3nd  t>e‘ore  one  was  laid  another,  would  arife;  other 

London  Cyf1S  all'he,  Ume  hauiitir,g  me-  wben  I  removed  to 
mv  “’!  WHS  ^%fame‘  The  change  of  place  could  not  change 
my  temper,  my  denres,  my  paffions.  Here  I  found  new  temp- 
tations  beetling  me.  I  began  to  doubt  of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  word  of  God;  but  a  clofer  attention  to  it  was  the  mean! 
in  God  s  own  hand,  of  removing  thefe  hard  thoughts,  and  I 
was  enabled  to  adore  the  wifdom  of  God  for  a  Revelation  fun- 

ported  with  evidences  that,  to  an  induftrious  and  diligent  fearch 
er,  were  ever  growing,  6 

I  had  believed  the  imputation  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  as 
the  ground  of  our  jufhfication  before  God,  but  now  I  bep-an  to 
look  upon  it  as  a  filly  diftinftion  which  was  made  between 
tiiat  and  fanclmcation,  or  holinefs  wrought  in  the  foul ;  and  I 
am  clear  there  is  no  kind  of  fin  that  my  nature  was  not 
capable  of.  Dare  I  to  fay  it;  O,  my  foul,  hall  thou  not 
iionehy  enough  to  declare  thy  real  cafe  ?  never  was  a  heart 
more  Tull  of  blafphemous  thoughts,  of  foul  imaginations,  or 
aoominable  deures,  for  weeks,  for  months,  yea,  even  for  years, 
by  intermiffions,  than  mine.  It  was  become  the  hold  of 

was  t^le  case  every  unclean  and 
■hateful  bird.  Nothing  amazes  me  more,  than  that  I  did  not  break 

out  into  the  mod  horrid  imprecations  and  blafphemies,  fully 
expreffive  of  the  deteitabie  tlioughts  that  lodged  in  my  polluted 
ioul. .  I  am  certain  that,  at  times,  I  have  had  hard  matter  to 
refrain  :  out  of  the  abundance  of  my  heart,  my  mouth  has  been 
ready  to  fpeuiv.  Good  God  !  and  yet  for  thole  who  knew  me  to 
maintain  an  high  opinion  of  me!  I  moll  awfully  felt  the  JfriSZ 
extenfiue  truth  of  the  account  that  Jefus  has  given  of  the  heart  of 
man  :  Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts &c.  How 

many  fermons,  how  many  prayers,  have  I  loll,  while  my  mind, 
even  in  public  and  private  worfhip,  has  been  thus  crammed 
with  every  thing  earthly,  fenfual,  devilifli !  1  have  been  often 
amazed  that  I  had  fo  much  as  a  glimpfe  of  reafon.  Indeed,  at 
times,  I  was  almoft  bereft  of  it.  I  believe  Mr.  Ryland  *,  and 
others,  have  fuppofed  that  I  had  a  di forder,  a  kind  of  dizzinefs 
m  the  head.  I  know  it  would  have  injured  my  temporal  welfare  . 
had  I  not  tranfadted  bufmefs  for  honed:  perl'ons  only. 

I  hele  things,  as  the  wages  of  iniquity ,  for  I  knew  them  fo 
to  be,  preiTed  down  my  foul  like  a  heavy  burden  ;  but  it  was 
not  heavy  enough  yet.  I  had  a  pretty  clear  idea  of  God’s 
general  method  of  recovering  backfliders  to  himfelf,  and  I  was 
as  if  I  thought  I  could  carry  on  a  farce  with  him ;  but  he  would 

*  He  was  now  an  Ufher  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryland’s  fchool,  in  North* 
ampton,  and  joined  his  church  ia  College-lane,  Oft.  7,  1762. 
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make  me  know,  that  there  was  no  deceiving  him,  and  that  I 
{hould  get  nothing  by  endeavouring  to  deceive  my  own  ioul.  i 
was  fond  of  having  my  paffions  railed,  but  he  Ihevved  me  that 
thefe  might  be  wrought  up  mechanically  without  fpt  ritual 
conviftions,  or  holy  joys.  1  thought  I  ftrove  againft  fin;  I 
thought  (and  am  dill  ready  to  think  fo),  that  ]  prayed  and 
watched  againft  it,  but  I  loft,  frequently  loft  the  battle.  O  how 
many,  many  tears  have  I  Ihed  in  a  particular  held,  when  I  could 
hide"  mvfelf  from  all  the  world  in  the  Handing  corn.  My  foul  was 
ftrangely  drawn  out  in  prayer,  which,  after  it  was  over,  I  could 
not  remember  a  petition,  or  even  a  iingle  woid  of.  I  was 
ready  and  yet  backward,  willing  and  yet  loriy,  to  conclude  my- 
felf  to  be  one  of  thofe  unhappy  apoftates,  who  “  having  been 
enlightened,  and  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  *Mioft ;  having 
tafted  of  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world 
to  come,”  were  irrecoverably  loft.  Now  my  many  falls,  after  io 
many  prayers,  made  me  fear  to  pray  left  I  fhould  iheieby  increafe 
my  damnation  ;  I  have  juft  been  at  the  aefpeiate  point  of  run* 
ing  into  all  manner  of  open  lin,  as  the  ftiorteft  way  oi  ftiewing 
the  world  what  I  was,  and  putting  an  end,  a  fpeedy  end  to  tne 
ilruggles  of  confidence.  I  thought,  furely  I  could  give  God  the 
lie,  and  prevent  his  counfel  that  it  fhould  not  ftand,  and  hinder 
him  from  doing  all  his  pleaiure,  by  the  black  aft  of  filicide.* 
But  O  amazing  mercy,  he  would  not  let  me  damn  myfelf !  He 
would  not  let  me  fink  into  perdition  1  I  felt  fome  fecret  hope 
that  I  fhould  fee  better  days.  At  one  time  I  had  fome  little  joy 
if  I  gained  the  advantage  only  in  a  ftngle  fkirmifh  ;  at  another 
time  deep  conviftion  and  horror  for  again  prefuming  which  was 
always  the  fore-runner  ol  a  fall.  Such  Icenes  of  forrow,  and  fuck 
Blocks  of  pain,  tore  my  confcience  as  it  were  afunder.  And 
now  I  faw,  and  was  really  convinced,  not  only  from  the  word 
of  God,  but  from  my  own  molt  dreadful  condition  that  I  need¬ 
ed  a  righteoufnefs,  a  perfect  righteousness,  to  recom¬ 
mend  me  to  God ;  for  my  own  was  ten  thoufand  times  worfe 
than  filthy  rags. 

The  prophet  exaftly  defcribes  my  cafe  which  I  will  here 
extraft,  only  exchanging  the  pronoun.  “  My  iniquities  had 
feparated  between  me  and  my  God  ;  and  my  fins  had  hid 
his  face  from  me  that  he  would  not  hear.  I  trufted  in  vanity* 
I  conceived  mifchief,  and  brought  forth  iniquity.  The  way  of 
peace  I  knew  not,  and  there  was  no  judgment  in  my  goings, 
for  I  had  made  them  crooked  paths.  Therefore  was  judgment 
far  from  me.  1  waited  for  light,  but  behold  ohfcurky  ;  for  bright- 
nefs>  but  I  walked  in  darknefs.  I  looked  for  falvation,  but  it 
was  far  off.  And  the  Lord  faw  it,  and  it  difpleafed  him.” 

At  length  I  was  helped  by  degrees,  and  found  the  power  of  fin 
fomewhat  decreafing.  When  I  palled  along  the  ftreets  *,  and  heard 

*  He  removed  to  London  in  De'cember  1763,  and  was  difmiffed  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchins  church.  Spiral  fields,  but  returned  to  Northamp¬ 
ton  1765,  and  had  only  occasional  communion  there  until  March  1775. 

all 


296 


the  obituary. 


**» 1  btij  **  **  «* 
,bTd  ■  pi?r  °f ^  “”re 

loolHnl  ^  Kd  rag''1g.ln  fetters ;  and  theirs  I  beheld  let 
i°°Z  and  *  1ittle  ,better  latisfied  with  their  liberty.  I  went  on 

Th»  di’ieflfonhd ' Stt‘meS,a  h“!e  hoPinS>  for  a  confiderable  time. 
-  c  uef  confo.ation  that  I  had  arofe  from  a  confideration  of 

Jiad^i’hftoodnS!l>01Chirift’  arnd  h'S  Priefthood  as  firm,  and  what 
did  nor  ff  ?  a  ‘  ftoC‘“-  ,.Jt.waS  great,y  amazed  that  the  Lord 
did  not  fay  to  me  as  he  did  to  rebellious  Judah  of  old,  “  Why 

Eul'vcfl  ,e  ftr,c^en  any  more ye  will  revolt  more  and  more.” 
yu  I  hoped  for  pardon  only  at  a  diftance  ;  I  fully  expefted 

crlnmvo  "Tf  t  chaftifement  the  Lord,  either  openly, 
£  thff  ,7l  For  more  than  a  year,  I  thought  he  would 

!  A'l  'VC'rld  kn°'';'  1  was,  and  had  been,  a  fecret  tranfgreffor  - 

rnyfGs  °1>:d  *  inoldd  hibmic,  But  he  was  better  to  me  than 

drlwnVaw°me  I™6  after,m/  return  t0  Northampton,  when  I  was 

nlrv  A  c  vi°'lr  a0nrideration  °f  my  own  ways  than  ordi- 
na,y.  One  Sabbath-day,  on  which  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s 

luppei  was  admimftered,  I  fet  apart  as  much  time  as  I  could  for 
.7  PurP0ies  °*  consideration  and  reflection.  It  was  then  that 
'!  ,  ,  arm  of  Je5u,s  broug]lt  felvation  unto  me.”  For  1  beheld 
c','11  PUL  0,1  rigbteouine;s  as  a  bread- plate,  and  an  helmet  of 
ialvation upon  his  head.  He  put  on  the  garments  of  vengeance 
for  cloathing,  and  was  clad  with  zeal  as  a  cloak.  It  was  he  that 
fought  the  battie,  for  he  faw  that  there  was  no  man.  He  flew 
nia  enemies  and  mine.  He  trod  on  their  necks,  and  I  fung  more 
nan  victory  over  them  ;  for  I  reaped  the  fpoii  without  finking  a 
mgie  blow.  My  whole  foul  was  filled  with  wonder;  wonder 
that  there  fbould  be  fuch  an  interceffor  and  I  could  above 
a  rejoice  in  that  all-perfea  righteoufnefs  which  fuftained  him.  It 
".fi'  in  Jems  I  oeheid  a  human  foul,  and  in  a  human  body  too, 
an  pure  and  untainted,  through  all  the  temptations,  fnares,  op- 

P.°  r °n?’  and  Perfecuti”ns>  of devils  and  of  wicked  men,  from 
the ■  firft  breath  he  drew  till  his  vidtorious,  dying  lips  pronounced, 

.  “  J5  fimihed.”  What  a  glory  did  I  then  behold,  and  have 
ante  beheid,  in  the  complete  charadter  of  Immanuel:  precious 
name  it  has  been  to  me  ;  methinks  it  Hill  is.  And  now  I  fear 
to  offend  him.  I  dread,  and  well  I  may,  I  dread  thofe  things 
tnat  have  a  tendency  to  lead  my  foul  aiide  from  him. 

I  intended  faying  more,  but  mull  refrain.  One  thing  I  will 
mention  however,  which  is  this,  that,  “  When  I  am  weak, 
then  only  am  I  Itrong.”  In  whatever  part  I  have  thouo-ht 
rnyielf  the  mofi  fortified,  I  have  commonly  firft  fallen  there. 

My  ONLV^ROCK  OF  SAFETY  IS  AM  ENTIRE  DEPE  NUANCE 

on  the  God  of  my  salvation. 

1  bus  tar  Mr.  Trinder  himfelf. 
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IT  appears  from  the  firft  part  of  this  narrative,  which  is  an 
abridgment  of  Mr.Trinder’s  own  manufcript,  that  he  was  deeply 
led  into  the  depravity  of  human  nature.  At  the  fame  time,  all 
his  acquaintance  well  know  that  few  men  have  been  more  regular 
and  uniform  in  their  moral  conduct,  and  in  the  exercile  of 
Chriftian  prudence,  meeknefs  and  charity.  He  firmly  bekeved> 
that  election  and  redemption  alone  were  not  the  all  in  all  of  a 
Tinner’s  falvation,  but  that  fandtification,  or  perfon&l  holinefs, 
is  an  eflfential  part  of  it — without  which  God  himfelf  cannot  fave 
a  finner.  Hence  he  was  as  much  concerned  about  the  lpiritual 
difpofition  and  frame  of  his  mind,  as  he  was  for  the  fafety  of  his 
Hate.  Of  this  his  bofom  friends,  who  yet  furvive,  are  witnefles, 
and  fo  are  his  private  papers.  His  earliefl:  memorandums  he 
deftroyed;  but  coniidering  the  weaknefs  of  his  recolledtive  pow¬ 
ers,  and  that  fometimes  a  paft  thought  is  totally  obliterated  for 
want  of  recording— which,  had  it  been  preferved,  might  have  been 
reviewed  with  great  benefit;  he  determined  to  return  to  his  former 
practice  of  keeping  a  diary,  “  which  pradtice,”  he  fays,  I  have 
reafon  to  lament,  that  I  have  difcontinued  now  for  z8or  29  years 
for,  fo  long  ago,  “  through,  what  I  now  think,  a  falfe  modefly,  I 
committed  my  former  records  to  the  flames.'”  With  thefe  pre¬ 
fatory  fentiments  he  refumed  the  pleafant  work,  December  8, 
1791,  and  feems  to  have  continued  it  till  1794.  His  lad  entry 
is  dated,  Lord’s-day  morning,  April  20,  1794,”  After  ad¬ 
miring  the  beauty  of  the  morning,  and  making  fome  Aridtures 
011  Eafter,  he  exults  in  the  refurredlion  of  our  Lord,  as  enfuring  a 
glorious  refurredtion  morn  to  all  the  faints;  and  then  adds,  “  O 
may  the  expedtation  of  that  day  be  the  objedl  of  my  ftrong  and 
conflant  defire,  and  the  fubjedt  of  my  pleaflng  and  frequent  con¬ 
templation,  that  I  may,  with  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,  exclaim 
in  full  faith, 

O  glorious  hour !  O  bleft  abode ! 

I  fhall  be  near  and  like  my  God! 

And  flefh  and  fin  no  more  controul 
The  facred  pleafures  of  the  foul. 

My  flelh  fhall  Humber  in  the  ground. 

Till  the  laft  trumpet’s  joyful  found, 

Then  burfi:  the  chains  with  fweet  furprife. 

And  in  my  Saviour’s  image  rife.” 

From  the  fame  volume  many  pleaflng  extradls  might  be  made, 
but  the  remaining  part  of  this  article  muft  be  derived  from  other 
materials. 

Over  the  hiflory  of  the  bell  men  in  their  denomination,  many 
of  the  Baptift  churches  feem  to  have  drawn  a  veil.  The  righteous 

Jan.  1796.  x  have 


■■ 


v 


f 


THE  OBITUARY. 


298 

have  perijhed ,  and  no  man  lays  it  to  heart .  From  year  to  year  the 
focieties  pafs  without  a  (ingle  record.  Can  it  be  for  want  of 
wifilom?  Is  there  not  a  wife  man  amongyou  P  Or  have  thefe  congre¬ 
gations  no  mercies  to  celebrate?  or  have  they  any  gratitude P— 
However,  the  church  at  Northampton,  duly  afteded  with  the 
difpenfations  oi  the  Lord,  and  thankful  to  him  for  fitch  an  officer 
as  Mr.  Trinder,  has  done  itfelf  honour  by  the  following  entry*, 
In  one  of  their  church  books. 

u  This  morning,  Nov.  2,  1794?  the  church  fudained  a  very 
great  lofs  by  the  removal  of  an  excellent  member  and  officer, 
Mr.  Thomas  Trinder,  who  entered  into  rell:  almoft  as  foon  as 
the  Sabbath  began.  He  was  indeed  a  faithful  man,  who  feared 
God  above  many.  He  was  fird  awakened  when  at  fchool  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Wells,  at  Cheltenham,  under  an  occafional  fermon 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madan,  on  John  iii.  1. — 9.  came  to  Northamp¬ 
ton  to  be  ufher  to  Mr.  Ryland,  fenior,  in  May  1762;  joined  the 
church  October  7,  the  fame  year,  being  then  a  Pcedobaptid  in 
judgment.  He  removed  to  London  in  Dec.  1763,  and  was 
difmififed  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchin’s  church,  in  White-Row,  Spi- 
talfields.  He  returned  to  Northampton  in  October  1765,  when 
he  immediately  was  admitted  to  occafional  communion,  but  was 
not  actually  re-admitted  as  a  member  in  full  communion  till 
March  10,  1 775,  when  he  was  re-difmided  to  this  church  from 
Mr.  Hitchins,  by  letter  copied  in.  the  feeond  volume  of  our 
Records,  page  218,219.”  He  was  married  June  1,  1768,  to 
Mils  Martha  Smith,  who  had  for  fome  time  kept  a  boarding 
fchool  for  young  ladies.  This  fituation  in  life  they  were  both 
qualified  to  fill  beyond  mod  other  perfons;  and  a  great  number 
of  their  fcholars,  many  of  whom  were  awakened  while  under 
their  care,  will  have  both  their  tutor  and  their  governefs  in 
grateful  remembrance  as  long  as  they  live.  He  was  chofen 
Deacon  April  1 1,  1777,  and  difcharged  that  office  with  great  fide¬ 
lity,  and  increafeng  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  church,  which 
he  confulted  continually  in  his  life,  and  manifelted  his  regard  to 
it  at  his  death,  by  a  legacy  of  150I.  to  be  inveded  in  the  public 
funds,  under  the  care  of  trudees;  the  annual  income  to  be  didri- 
buted  among  the  poor  members,  or  other  perfons  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  He  was  fully  convinced  of  Believers’  Baptifm,.  and 
was  baptized  by  our  late  pador,”  Dr.  Ryland,  “  on  June  1,  1783, 
Having,  from  his  fird  acquaintance  with  religion,  a  conviction 
that  immerfion  was  the  original  mode  of  adminidering  that  ordi¬ 
nance;  fome  very  drong  affirmations  of  a  Pcedobaptid  minifter 
againd  it,  put  him  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  fcripture 
refpeding  it,  the  refult  of  which  was  a  convidion  that  the  mode 
he  before  preferred  was  edential  to  the  right  adminidration  ot 
the  ordinance,  and  alfo,  that,  contrary  to  his  former  opinion, 

*  What  is  given  between  inverted  commas  is  taken  from  ^Northampton 
ch*rch»book,  the  red  is  derived  from  other  quarters.  Editor. 
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believers  only  are  the  proper  fubje&s  of  it,  and  that  infant  bap- 
tifm  had  no  foundation  in  the  feripture.” 

In  a  variety  of  trying  feenes,  the'honor  of  God  and  religion 
appeared  unfpeakably  dear  to  him  ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  calculate 
what  benefit  accrued  to  the  people  with  whom  he  was  connected, 
by  his  inffrumentality.  But  though  little  more  than  54  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  “  his  health  has  for  fome  time  been 
gradually  declining,  while  his  fpirituality  has  been  evidently 
increafing.” 

In  Aug u ft  1794, vhe  paid  a  vifit  to  Briftol,  to  Dr.  Ryland^ 
but  his  recollection,  and  other  faculties  feemed  greatly  to  fail, 
as  by  an  early  old  age.  The  laft  day  or  two  of  his  flay  at  Bris¬ 
tol  he  was  much  indifpofed,  but  got  better  after  his  return. 
His  friends  however  were  foon  alarmed  by  increafing  fymptoms 
of  difbrder.  “  His  Illnef?  has  been  more  fevere  for  about  three 
or  four  of  the  laft  weeks  of  his  life,  though  feldom  attended  with 
pain,  but  apparently  owing  to  fome  inward  obftruCtion  or  decay, 
under  which  he  difeovered  much  patience  of  hope,  and  compofed 
resignation  to  the  divine  will. ” 

His  late  pallor  being  informed  that  his  deceafe  was  daily  ex¬ 
pected,  took  a  journey  to  Northampton  once  more  to  fee  fo 
valuable  and  laithful  a  triend,  and  found  him  very  weak,  but  3 
little  revived,  and  in  the  greateft  ferenity  of  mind.  He  fpenfc 
two  Sabbaths  with  his  friends,  and  was  preparing  to  return  tQ 
Briftol,  thinking  it  uncertain  whether  Mr.  Trinder  might  not 
far, guilh  for  weeks.  On  the  Friday  morning,  he  called  on  the 
good  man  before  he  went  to  the  church-meeting,  found  him 
very  feeble  in  body,  but  with  his  heart  caring  tor  the  Ark  of 
God.  He  endeavoured  to  find  Dr.  Wats’s  paraph rafe  of  pfalm 
137,  in  his  mifcellaneous  thoughts.  It  was  found  for  him,  and  he 
read  it,  and  then  repeated  with  a  low  voice,  but  with  much 
affedion,  Brady  and  Tate’s  verfification  of  the  fame,  laying  a 
peculiar  emphafis  on  sweet  Zion,  the  words  in  one  of  The 
lines.  After  this,  he  wiilied  his  friend  Ryland  to  give  his  love 
to  the  church,  and  faid,  vt  it  fome  of  them  would  come”  that 
evening,  “  and  ding  a  hymn  or  two  with  him,  it  would  be  a 
gratification. ” — Accordingly,  feveral  members  went  to  his 
houfe  ;  “  two  prayed,”  and  with  a  low  voice  fangahymn  or  two" 
Mr.  Trinder  joined  and  fang  bats  writh  a  ftronger  voice,  than 
could  have  been  expe&ed.  “  Fie  feemed  afterwards  pleafed  and 
refrefhed,  and  was  the  next  day  f  Saturday),  as  well  as  he  had  been 
for  ten-days  before,  or  nearly  fo,  but  weak  and  languid.”  At  din¬ 
ner  he  did  not  talk  much,  but  appeared  quite  ferene  and  happy 
in  his  foul.  About  tea  time,  “  he  walked  into  the  other  room 
and  laid  down  on  his  bed.  In  the  evening,”  about  feven 
U  when  his  fifter-in-kw,  Mrs.  Wykes  came  in,  fearing  he  mieht 
take  cold,  fne  advifed  him  to  get  into  bed,  but  his  ftrenith 
tajled,  and  his  recolkaion  was 'loon  gone.  Flis  clothes  were 
taken  eiF>  and  was  helped  into  bed,  but  fell  into  a  ftupor,  and 
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lay  almoft  motionlefs,  breathing  hard,  with  now  and  then  a  con* 
vulfive  movement,  till  he  feliafleep  in  JeHiS,”  at  midnight,  about 
live  minutes  after  twelve  o’clock. 

On  the  following  Lord’s-day  afternoon,  November  the  9th, 
bis  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Ryland;  a  brief  Ik  etch 
of  which,  as  it  has  not  appeared  in  print,  will  no  doubt  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  deceafed,  and  to  others. 

The  text  was  Neh.  vii.  z.  For  he  was  a  faithful  man ,  and  feared 

God  above  many . 

ie  Such  was  the  chara6ier  given  by  Nehemiah,  either  of  his  brother 
Hanani,  or  of  Hananiah  the  ruler  of  the  palace  :  probably  both 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  damp,  and  on  this  account  he  gave  them 
charge  over  Jerufalem.  Averfe  as  I  have  ever  been  to  ftudied 
panegyrics  on  deceafed  perfons,  and  I  hope  Hill  more  fo  to  all 
flattery  of  the  living,  a  fenfe  oi  juftice  conftrains  me  to  fay,  fuch 
was  the  character  of  that  worthy  officer  of  this  church,  whole  re¬ 
moval  we  now  lament,  and  whole  lofs  God  alone  can  lupply. 

I  propofe  fyfi-i  To  make  fome  remarks  on  the  import  or  this 
character. 

( 1.)  The  fear  of  God  is  the  nobleft  endowment  of  man.— -Men 
who  have  not  the  fear  of  God  may  fometimes  be  ufeful  membeis 
of  fociety.  Their  ingenuity,  valour,  or  learning,  may  be  pro¬ 
fitable  to  others.  Though  the  fcriptures  teach  us  the  total  de¬ 
pravity  of  man ;  they  teach  us  alfo  that  God  not  only  checks  and 
retrains  human  wickednefs,  but  often  employs  bad  men  to  do 
much  naturdl  good,  and  makes  them  fubfervient  to  his  cnurch. 
So  Joab,  Jehu,  Cyrus,  Lyfias,  &C.  Natural  affedion,  natural 
pity  (as  in  Pharaohs  daughter),  natural  gratitude  (Joaffi),  natmal 
confcience,  (Pilate),  may  render  fome  gracelefs  perfons  willing  to 
ferve  the  godly  on  certain  occalions. — Man  is  fo  wea^.,  and  o 
often  needs  the  help  of  others,  that  feififhnefs  is  lometimes  obliged 
to  fet  bounds  to  itfelf;  and  even  fe  If- inter  eft,  pride  and  vain 
glory,  lead  to  fome  aftions  which  prove  beneficial  to  others.  But 
without  a  regard  to  God,  there  is  no  moral  good  in  any  o  our 
adtions :  nor  is  there  any  certain  foundation  tor  a  uniform  dil- 
charge  of  our  duty  to  our  fellow-men.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
the  beginning  of  wifdom ;  not  aflavifh,  but  a  filial  tearconneaed 
with  love  ;  which  is  often  put,  efpecially  in  the  Old  Teltament, 

for  the  whole  of  religion.  .  ^  ,.  , 

(2.)  The  fear  of  God  admits  of  different  degrees.  So  Obadiah 

feared  the  Lord  'from  bis  youth,  and  feared  him  greatly  ;  and 
this  good  man,  in  the  text,  feared  God  abo-ve  many.  eie  is 
not  only  an  internal  difference  between  good  men  and  bad,  but 
between  r  ood  men  themfelves.  J unification  is  equai  y  t  e  Pn 
vilege  of  all  believers  ;  but  as  to  fanftification  there  may  be  a 
difference.  Here  there  is  room  for  growth  in  all,  and  reaion  tor 
fome  to  be  humbled  that  they  fall  fhort  of  others.  The  gi  eater  t  e 
degree  of  grace,  the  dearer  the  evidence  of  the  truth  ol  grace. 
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(2.)  If  we  poffefs  the  fear  of  God  in  a  high  degree,  it  will 
make  us  eminently  faithful.  Faithful  to  God  ;  to  our  allegiance 
and  folemn  engagements  :  that  we  may  give  others  juft  ideas  ot 
him  ;  being  careful  to  honor  and  glorify  him. — Faithful  to  men  ; 
punctual  in  all  our  dealings ;  faithful  in  difcharging  the  truft  re- 

pofed  in  us  ;  and  in  reproving  lin,  See.  .  ... 

(4.)  The  fear  of  God?  and  ftrid  fidelity,  are  the  belt  qualm- 
cations  for  office,  efpecially  in  a  religious  community. — Thefe 
rendered  Hanani  and  Idananiah  fit  to  be  fet  in  charge  over  Jeru» 
falem,  the  holy  city.  The  firft  Deacons  there,  under  the  New 
Te ftament,  were  men  of  alike  ftamp.  See  Adis  vi.  3.  alfo 

2  Tim.  ii.  2«  . 

May  you,  brethren,  ii  you  fhould  be  foon,  or  afler  a  time* 

called  to  look  out  for  more  officers,  be  enabled  to  find  thefe  qua¬ 
lifications  in  thofe  that  fhall  be  defied. 

I  propofe,  fecondly ,  To  make  a  more  particular  application  of 
the  fubjedt,  efpecially  by  way  of  improving  the  bereaving  provi¬ 
dence  which  has  taken  place  among  you. 

Learn,  my  beloved,  how  defirable  it  is  to  poffeis  this  character 
yourfelves,  and  to  fear  God  eminently.  Never  let  us  enquire  after 
the  lead  degree  of  grace,  that  we  may  be  content  with  that,  but 
let  us  feek  great  grace  to  be  upon  us  all. — If  we  fear  God  above 
many,  it  will  appear  by  fuch  evidences  as  the  following :  W  e 
fhall  be  concerned  to  live  under  an  abiding  fenfe  of  his  prefence  : 
fet  him  always  before  us.  We  fhall  manifeft  an  high  regard  to 
his  revealed  will  in  all  its  parts.  We  fnali  love  every  word  of 
God,  becaufe  it  is  very  pure  ;  both  law  and  gofpel ;  and  fhall 
readily  perceive  their  connexion. — They  who  feared  God  under 
the  Old  Teftament,  were  conftant  in  offering  the  appointed  facri* 
fices ;  we  fhall  cordially  rely  on  the  great  facrifice  of  the  Lamb 
of  God,  now  offered  once  for  all.  He  who  fears  God  aright 
dares  not  entertain  any  hope  of  acceptance  with  fo  holy  a  Being 
but  on  the  ground  of  Chrift’s  atonement. — At  the  fame  time,  he 
will  not  confider  fin  lefs  evil,  or  obedience  as  lefs  due  unto 
God,  becaufe  he  is  redeemed  from  the  curfe,  and  made  an  heir 
of  eternal  life.  Fie  will  account  all  God’s  commandments  con¬ 
cerning  all  things  to  be  right,  and  hate  every  falfe  way.-— He 
who  fears  God  above  many,  will  be  kept  from  common  fins ;  yea, 
will  fhun  the  appearance  of  evil.  See  Neh.  v.  15.  So  did 
not  I  becaufe  of  the  fear  of  God .  The  fear  of  God  will  help  us 
againft  temptations,  and  counterwork  our  felfifh  paffiofis.  It 
will  excite  attention  to  divine  ordinances,  let  who  will  negledl 
them  ;  will  engage  us  to  attend  to  relative  duties ;  will  lead  us 
to  love  the  houfe  of  God,  the  caufe  of  God,  and  the  miniflers  of 
the  gofpel  ;  and  to  care  for  the  interefts  of  religion  even  at  a 
diftance.  Our  late,  dear  Friend,  gave  ample  dilcovery  of  this 
difpofition  both  in  his  life,  and  at  his  death. — Laftly,  Perfect 
freedom  from  fin  will  be  their  fweeteft  idea  of  heaven.  Thus 
it  appeared  to  be  with  him. 

x  3  How 
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How  thankful  fhould we  be  to  God  for  raifing  up  anv  perform 
among  us  of  /uch  a  defcription,  and  for  enabling  them  to  main¬ 
tain  a  confident  character  to  the  end,  and  for  continuing  them 
.°  l0n§  u,t^  us*  This  is  evidently  the  Lord’s  doing.  For  men, 
V  ^  V  natf ra^  hate,  have  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes. 

err}  f°  rare  a  virtue>  that  the'  greateft  of  all  the  kings 
°  r  .  “41£*?-  Si  faithful  man  who  can  find  ?  Ifaiah  enquired 

Concerning  Abiaham,  l\  ho  raife J  up  the  righteous  man  from  the 
haft,  and  called  him  to  his  foot,  if'e.  xlii.  2.  And  furely  it  is 
worth  0111  wnne  to  trace  the  providence  of  God  in  bringing  our 
late  .Friend  from  Gloucefierfhire,  where  he  was  taken  from  a 
family  that  had  no  connexion  with  the  Diffenters.*  Now  when 
Stephen,  one  oi  the  firft  Deacons  of  the  primitive  church,  was 
dead,  devout .  men  carried  him  to  his  burial,  and  made 
great  lamentation  for  him.  And  though  our  Brother  was  not 
removed  in  fo  violent  and  premature  a  manner,  yet  we 
have  reafon  to  mourn  his  lots.  Wnen  a  perfen  of  this  cha¬ 
racter  is  removed,  we  fhould  keep  in  memory  the  benefit  we 
have  received  from  him,  and  let  that  give  the  greater  weight  to 
his  example. — At  the  fame  time,  we  have  reafon  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  pray  God  to  raife  up  others  of  a  like  Ramp.  Though  you 
know  not  where  to  find  inch,  the  Lord  does,  or  he  can  make 
thofe  to  become  Inch  who  are  now  very  different  characters. 
Had  you  forefeen  all  the  exigencies  of  this  church  many  years 
ago,  before  our  good  Friend  came  to  town,  or  even  for  Some 
time  after  he  was  in  the  church,  you  would  not  have  fufpeCted 
that  he  would  have  done  half  the  good  which  God  meant  to  do, 
and  now  has  done  by  him.  The  fame  might  have  been  faid  of 
his  partner  in  life. 

Remember  then,  that  God  is  able  of  thefe  ftones  to  raife  up 
children  to  Abraham.  I  hope,  if  I  live  feven  years  longer,  to 
viiit  you,  and  to  find  fome  men  uieful  in  this  church  that  Ido  not 
now  know  are  in  the  world,  and  others  who  atprefent  are  wholly 
immerfedin  the  affairs  of  this  life. 

Let  thofe  who  are  already  called  and  brought  into  the  church, 
Rudy  to  be  of  corTequence  there;  not  by  contending  for  the 
maflery,  but  by  improving  their  talents,  and  by  a  readinefs  to 
be  the  fervants  of  all.  There  is  no  preparation  for  ufefulnefs  like 
great  humility.  O  1  pray  for  more  grace  !  I  fear  fome  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  church  for  years,  who  have  lived  three- 
iifths  of  their  time,  or  four-fifths,  or  even  a  larger  proportion, 
and  have  not  done  half  the  good  this  one  man  did.  But  he  can 
now  ferve  you  no  more  by  his  prayers  and  by  his  prefence,  though 
he  has,  in  fome  refpeCts,  cared  for  you  after  his  deeeafe,  and  his 
example,  properly  improved,  may  Rill  profit  us  all.” 

W  e  conclude  this  account  of  our  valuable  Friend  by  observ¬ 
ing,  That,  in  addition  to  his  other  benefa&ions,  he  has  left. 

*  Here  Dr.  Ryland  gave  the  outlines  of  Mr.  Trinder’s  hiftory. 
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i-' 

«  a  ^enerous  leo-acy”  to  the  Baptift  minifters  of  the  North¬ 
ampton  afl'ociation;  and  alfo  about  four  hundred  pounds 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  Baptift  Million  among  the 

Heathen.  .  .  ,  T  ^  . 

At  the  bottom  of  the  monumental  lnicnption  on  Mrs.  i  rin- 

der,  in  the  Meeting-houfe  at  Northampton,  a  copy  of  which 

is  given  in  the  142  page  of  the  former  volume  of  the  Regifter, 

his  friends  have  added  five  lines. 

Thomas  Trinder,  the  affectionate  hufband  of  the  above, 

A  valuable  member  of  Society, 

A  pious,  active,  and  munificent  Deacon  of  this  church. 
Entered  the  joy  of  hts  Lord,  Nov.  2,  1 794*>  aSe^  5 4* 

lie  zvas  a  faithful  man ,  and  feared  God  above  many.  Neh.  Vii.  2. 


,  The  Dunsford  Family. 

Mr.  Jabez  Dunsford, 

Late  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  7 iverton. 

Dunsford  is  the  name  of  a  large  family  in  Devonfhirc, 
chiefly  refident  at  Tiverton,  remarkable  a  long  time  ror  medio-* 
crity  of  ftation  in  the  ufeful  employments  of  life,  general  inte¬ 
grity,  and  inoffenfivenefs  of  character ;  the  friends.  of  religion, 
and  virtue,  and  the  fupporters  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
amidft  all  the  changes  of  times,  in  the  revolution  ot  ieveral  ages. 

The  firft  of  this  name  is  fuppofed  to  have  come,  in  fome  re¬ 
mote  period,  from  Normandy,  but  whether  fo,  and  to  have 
given  the  name  to  a  village  town  in  Devonihire,  or  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  name  from  that  place  (a  few  miles  weft  01  Exeter), 
is  difficult  to  difeover,  and  mull  remain  uncertain. 

The  earliefl  authentic  information  we  have  of  any  of  this  name 
is  from  the  little  town  of  Bradninch,  fituate  between  Collumpton 
and  Exon.  Martin  Dunsford ,  the  firft  of  the  family  we  can 
trace,  lived  there  about  the  year  1600;  but  in  what  bufineffi 
or  employ  is  now  unknown  ;  it  is  probable  in  hufbandry  as.  a? 
farmer,  or  in  the  woollen  trade.  Four  ot  his  fons,  viz.  Martin, 
Thomas,  Robert,  and  Henry,  emigrated  to  Tiverton,  .became 
refident  there,  and  thrived  in  different  lines,  as  manufacturers 
or  artificers,  fome  time  between  the  year  1630  and  1650. 

Martin  Dunsford ,  the  eldeft,  was  a  Thatcher,  eftablifhed  in  a 
good  bufinefs,  and  comfortable  dwelling  of  his  own  in  Peter- 
llreet;  he  underwent  fome  difficulties  during  the  civil  wars,  from 
the  noble  principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  he  had  adopted, 
and  which,  by  the  toleration  of  the  Prote&orate  government,  he 
enjoyed  and  made  a  proper  ufe  of  afterwards.  He  was  a  firm 
adherent  to  the  doctrines,  and  among  the  firft  fupporters  of  the 
denomination  and  church,  in  Tiverton,  called  Particular  Baptift $• 
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Aft«  the  reflection  of  Charles  II.  and  the  aft  of  uniformity 
had  paiis  d,  he  fullered  much  for  his  attachment  to  this  feft,  and 
or  attendance  on  their  conventicles  (as  their  aflemblies  for  pub- 
tc  worthip  were  then  named).  His  houfehold  goods  were  federal 
tunes  fo.d  at  the  market  crofs,  to  pay  the  heavy  penalties  for 

i  enting  from  the  fervices  of  the  ellabliflied  church  ;  and  he 
was  confined  a  whole  winter,  with  his  brother  Thomas,  in  the 
common  goal  of  Tiverton  on  the  fame  account,  yet  fteadily  per- 
fevered  in Supporting .what  he  judged  to  be  truth,  and  the  natural 
rights  and  liberty  of  confcience,  for  which  he  took  cheerfully 
the  {polling  of  his  goods,  and  perfonal  reproach.  But  he  out¬ 
lived  thofe  impolitic,  as  well  as  perfecting  rimes,  and  rejoiced 
much  in  the  freedom  afforded  by  the  Revolution. 

Thomas  Dunsford,  his  brother,  latterly  an  eminent  Clothier  in 
Bampton-dieet ,  T  iverton,  endured  fimilar  difficulties  and  perfe¬ 
ctions  with  equal  fortitude  and  fuccefs.  In  the  early  part  of 
life  he  b veu  in  the  country,  probably  with  his  father,  and  then 
(as  he  cefcribed  himfelf),  was  employed  to  watch  and  keep  the 
cattle  quiet  by  night,  to  prevent  their  difeovery  and  feizure  by 
tne  marauding  parties  or  loldiers.  in  the  civil  commotions  of  the' 
time.  He  became  afterwards  a  Carpenter,  and  laftly,  a  Clothier, 
and  was  one  of  the  firfl  manufafturers  of  ferges’for  Holland, 
to  which  country  he  fent  his  only  fon,  to  eftablifh  a,mercanti>e 
correfpondence.  Soon  after  he  became  totally  blind,  and  fo 
continued  to  the  end  of  his  life,  about  fifteen  years'.  He  was 
much  efteemed  as  an  honeft,  judicious,  and  highly  refpeftable 
cha rafter  in  common  life  ;  and  his  advice  and  counfel  were  much 
fought  by  many  families.  He  was  the  firft  DifTenter  that  was  put 
into  tne  office  of  cnurchwarden  in  the  large  parilh  of  Tiverton, 
(this  was  m  tne  year  1699  0  and  alter  a  ions*  extended  life  of 
general  ufefulnefs,  to  the  public,  his  family,  and  friends,  he  died 
in  the  year  1719,  the  85th  year  of  his  ag4,  enlivened  with  the 
hope  of  future  immortality. 

Thomas  Dunsford ',  his  nephew,  fon  of  the  la  ft  named  Marti n3 
fucceeded  his  uncle  in  bufinefs,  and  inherited  his  virtues  and 
puolic  fpirit.  He  was  among  tne  nrft  to  welcome  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  went  to  Exon  on  purpofe  when  the  Prince  came 
into  that  city.  Much  oi  his  time  was  employed  m  promoting  the 
interefts  of  religion  in  general,  and  that  of  the  Baptift  Church  in 
particular for  which  he  expended  large  fums,  confidering  his 
Nation  in  life.  Their  prefent  Meeting-houfe,  in  Newport-ftreet, 

1  iverton,  was  chiefly  built  by  his  aid  and  influence,  and  during 
the  building,  he  had  his  own  dwe’ding-houfe  licenfed,  and  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  public  religious  fervices  of  that  fett  ;  in  which 
he  frequently  ohiciated  himfelf  as  their  teacher,  without  pay  or 
reward,  except  that  internal  fatisfa<ftion  he  received  in  doing 
good.  His  iervices  to  thefe  interefts  were  extended  to  other 
Peaces,  particularly  Kingfbridge,  in  concert  with  his  brother  fet¬ 
tled  there  ;  and  he  was  much  concerned  to  have  his  children 

educated 
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educated  in  like  pious  and  virtuous  difpofitions ;  his  bufineft 
was  profperous ;  he  placed  all  las  children,  that  furvived  him,  in 
refpeaable  lines  of  life,  and  died  at  the  age  of  70,  in  the  year 

17 Martin  Dunsford,  his  brother,  was  a  fchoolmafter  at  Kingf- 
brido-e,  and  minifter  of  the  Baptift  congregation  there.  He  was 
an  excellent  writer,  and  taught  the  art  ot  writing  many  years; 
and  expended  much  of  a  long  life  at  Kingfhridge,  in  promoting 
the  dodrines  and  interefts  of  that  fed  of  religion  he  had  adopted 

and  approved.  ,  _  .. 

John  Dunsford,  a  third  brother,  was  fent  by  the  family  at  an 
early  time  of  life  to  North  America,  about  the  year  1680,  to  leek 
a  comfortable  afylum  from  intolerance  and  peifecution.  is 
vifit  to  South-Carolina,  before  the  fwamps  were  drained,  and 
woods  cleared,  afforded  but  a  bad  profpeft  of  convenient  refi- 
dence,  and  his  report  on  return  was  fo  unfavourable,  as  to  dif- 
courage  the  emigration  ot  any  of  his  relations  and  friends ;  he 
became  a  fchoolmafter  afterwards  at  bampton,  Devon,  and  was 
much  perfecuted  there,  and  imprifoned  for  terming  to  fubferibe 
the  39  articles  of  the  church  of  England;  out  iupported  his  ciaim 
to  the  rights  of  confcience  under  all  the  difficulties  with  which 
he  was  long  oppreffed. 

Thomas  Dunsford,  eldeft  fon  of  the  laft  named  Thomas,  was  a 
reputable  Cutler  many  years,  and  lived  in  Fore-ftreet,  I  iverton; 
he  aifo  was  firmly  attached  to  the  fame  caufe  for  which  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  fuffered,  and  fupported  the  interefts  of  the  Baptift 
church  with  his  fortune  and  influence.  He  poffeiTea  a  friendly  and 
placid  difpofition,  and  bore  the  pa;nful  diforder  which  finally 
clofed  his  life  at  the  age  of  52,  with  great  patience  and  fortitude, 
and  the  hope  of  a  future  more  happy  exigence.  He  left  ten 
children,  moll  of  whom  were  difperfed  and  fettled  in  different 
parts  of  the  county,  and  all  retaining  a  generally  ufeful  and 
inoffenfive  character. 

Martin  Dunsford,  his  brother,  fucceeded  his  father,  Thomas,  in 
the  woollen  manufacture ;  he  had  a  claffical  education  in  the 
private  fchool  of  Mr.  James  Sampfon,  the  minifter  of  the  Baptift 
church,  which  was  greatly  improved  by  more  ftudious  enquiries, 
than  the  generality  of  trade  fine  n  afford  themfelves  leifure  10  per- 
fue.  And  having  good  natural  talents,  he  acquired  a  fuperior 
degree  of  knowledge,  penetration,  and  judgment.  He  was 
remarkable  for  diligence,  ingenuity,  and  diferetion,  in  managing 
all  the  affairs  of  buftnefs  for  himfelf  and  others;  and  yet  more  fo, 
for  his  defire  of  knowledge,  and  the  love  of  wifdom  and  virtue. 
His  earneft  enquiries  after  truth  led  him  to  adopt,  upon  convic¬ 
tion,  the  doCtrine  of  adult  baptifm  by  immerfion,  as  praCtifed  by 
the  firft  difciples  of  Chrift ;  but  he  difearded  the  doctrines  of 
Calvin,  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Baptift  church  in  Tiverton. 
The  promoting  the  intereft  of  religion  in  the  world  by  aCts  of  bene¬ 
ficence  and  mercy;  the  education  of  his  chilaren  in  knowledge 

and 
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and  viitue;  benevolent  attention  to  the  welfare  of  ail  his  fellow- 
creatures;  and  the  faithful  difeharge  of  the  common  duties  of  his 
nation,  in  public  and  private  life,  recommended  and  fecured 
hmi  almoft  univerfal  refpeft.  His  dying  hoars  were  filled  with 
the  Jettons  of  wifdom  to  his  family,  and  his  death,  at  the  age  of  r  2, 
m  the  year  1763,  was  much  regretted  by  all  his  acquaintance, 
friends,  and  relatives,  a  long  tram  of  whom  attended  his  remains 

to  the  grave;  over  which,  in  the  year  1783,  a  marble  pillar  was 
erected  to  his  memory  by  his  Ton, 

Author  of  the  HhloricalMemoirsofTiverton** 

pirblifhed  in  the  year  1790;  reprefented  in  the  feveral  Reviews 
as  an  entertaining,  uferul,  and  liberal  performance,  deferving  the 
thanks  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Tiverton,  where  he  now  refutes 
in  the  mercantile  line;  as  doth  alfo  his  only  brother,  George 
Dtmsfbrd,  in  the  fame  refpedtable  bufinefs,  with  a  numerous 
family  growing  up,  it  is  hoped,  to  the  imitation  of  their  virtuous 
predeceflors. 

Many  defendants  of  the  other  branches  of  this  family  who 
came  frit  from  hiadnmch,  are  ano  living  with  credit  and  repu¬ 
tation  in  Tiverton,  and  feveral  other  places  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  elfewhere. 

One  fon  only  of  the  la  ft  named  Thomas  Dunsford  refides  in 
Ti  verton,  viz.  John  Dunsford,  a  Tinman,  a  communicant  of  the 
Baptift  congregation  there.  His  brother  Martin  Dunsford  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  cutlery  bufinefs.  Martin  was  fucceeded 
in  the  fame  bufinefs  by  his  brother 

Jaeez  Dunsford, 

lately  deceafed,  to  whofe  memory  the  remaining  part  of  this 
article  is  devoted. 

Although  he  was  defended  from  pious  parents  who  gave 
him  a  religious  education,  yet  he  was  a  Granger,  many  years, 
to  genuine,  perfonal  godlinefs.  With  a  life  free  from'grofs 
immoralities,  he  had  an  heart  averfe  from  vital  experimental 
religion — he  laughed  at  it,  and  fcorned  its  patrons.  In  this 
Hate  he  remained  till  he  heard  the  venerable  Mr.  Henry  Terry, 
formerly  pallor  of  the  Baptifl  church  at  Tiverton,  preach  on 
Eph.  ii.  19.  Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more  grangers  and 
foreigners ,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints ,  and  of  the  houfe - 
hold  of  God .  Under  this  fubjedl  he  was  convinced  of  his 
awful  condition  as  a  {inner — of  the  glorious  reality  of  religion 
—and  of  the  dignity  and  felicity  of  good  men.  Now  he  was 
willing  to  learn  of  thol'e  whom  he  had  defpifed.  There 

*  A  fyllabus  of  this  elaborate  publication  is  given  in  the  former 
Volume  of  the  Regifter,  p.  322.  Editor. 
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was  nothing  on  earth  he  fo  much  defired  as  an  intereft  in 
Chrift,  and  conformity  to  his  image.  Having  at  length,  by 
prayer,  reading  the  word,  and  attendance  on  an  evangelical 
mini  ft  ry,  obtained  fome  humble  fatisfadtion  as  to  his  intereft 
in  the  divine  favour,  he  gave  his  experience  to  the  church, 
December  7,  1760,  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis, 
the  pallor  of  it,  on  the  nth,  and  received  into  communion 
the  14th  of  the  fame  month.  He  was  early  encouraged  to 
take  an  adtive  part  in  the  managing  of  the  church  affairs, 
and  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Martin  was  chofen  deacon  in 
1779.  Here  he  fhone  with  an  affedtionate  refpedt  to  his  paf- 
tor — with  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  the  church — and  with 
good-will  to  the  whole  brotherhood  of  man.  Two  things 
eminently  diftinguifhed  him,  ift.  In  the  houfe  of  God  no 
hearer  was  more  attentive  and  impreffed:  He  generally  fhed 
tears  in  the  time  of  prayer  or  preaching,  and  frequently  an 
abundance  under  both.  The  wonders  of  grace.,  the  love  of 
Chrift,  the  joys  of  heaven,  overwhelmed  him.  2 d.  At  church- 
meetings,  and  in  the  circles  ot  his  friends,  he  was  fo  eminently 
a  peace-maker,  that  if  profeffors  univerfally  emulated  his 
example,  Sion  would  bloom  again,  and  refemble,  as  it  ought 
to  do,  the  church  above. 

So  amiable  a  creature,  who  loved  the  church  with  a  pure 
heart  fervently,  could  not  fail  of  being  loved  by  the  lucceffive 
paftors,  and  by  the  people  in  general ;  and  much  loved  he  was. 
But  he  was  more  the  property  of  the  Lord  than  of  his  church. 
And  after  feveral  mementos  of  approaching  diffolution,  his 
laft  affliction  came.  In  the  early  ftages  of  it,  the  good  man's* 
fky  was  clouded.  He  longed  to  fee  his  intereft  in  the  blef- 
fings  of  grace  and  glory — he  earneftly  prayed  for  the  high 
fatisfadtion.  “  I  have  a  hope,”  fays  he,  u  but  I  with  to  be 
allured  of  my  intereft  in  Chrift.”  He  did  not  long  and  pray 
in  vain.  The  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arofe — his  fky  was  all 
ferene.  He  laid,  u  I  know  not  what  a  doubt  is.”  With 
tmeat  fatis faction  and  confidence  he  added,  u  The  Lord  has 
given  me  grace,  and  lie  will  give  me  glory — I  have  had  rea- 
fon  to  blefs  God  for  all  my  former  afflictions,  and  I  fhall 
for  this — I  know  that  he  is  an  ever  la fling  friend—  an  ever- 
lajling  friend.”  This  character  gladdened  his  heart,  and  he 
repeated  it  feveral  times. 

His  filter  Elizabeth,  who  kept  bis  houfe,  and  was  alfo 
a  member  of  the  church,  after  languishing  a  while,  died  juft 
one  month  before  him.  She  expired  almoft  fuddcnly  as  they 
were  fitting  at  dinner.  He  felthimfelf  thankful  for  her  releafe, 
faying,  cc  1  bids  God  that  (he  is  taken  ftrft,  nothing  would 
have  diftreffed  me  fo  much  as  leaving  her  behind  me.” 
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In  the  clofing  part  of  his  afflidlion  the  covenant  of  ^race 
afforded  him  great  confolation,  and  he  derived  his  chief  fup- 
port  from  it  in  his  laft  moments.  Hence  his  pallor,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Sprague,  preached  a  funeral  fermon  the 
Lord’s-day  after  he  jvas  interred,  from  Ifaiah  Iv.  3.  Incline 
loisr  ear,  and  come  unto  me ;  hear ,  and  your  foul  Jhall  live ; 
Gnu,  I  will  make  an  everlajhng  covenant  with  you ,  even  the 
jure  me)  cies  of  David »  When  the  covenant  of  c;race  was 
defined  the  perpetuity  of  it  was  con  fle  ered —  and  the  mercies 
of  it  were  particularifed  ;  viz.  our  eledtion  in  Chrift  ;  the  par¬ 
don  of  ail  1ms  ;  the  acceptance  of  our  perfons  ;  the  renovation 
and  falsification  of  our  natures  ;  and  the  complete  falvation 
of  our  fouls ;  together  with  all  things  neceffary  for  us  in  this 
life,  that  (hall  moft  promote  the  divine  glory  and  our  good. 
The  preacher  then  proceeded  to  fhew  that" God  will  give 
ihefe  bleffmgs  to  all  who  are  convinced  of  their  importance, 
deftrous  of  participating  in  them,  and  apply  for  them  in  the 
way  which  he  has  appointed.  The  numerous  audience  were 
then  reminded  of  the  advantages  of  a  religion  which  afforded 
fuch  fupport  to  the  deceaied  in  afHidfion,  and  in  the  near 
views  of  eternity;  and  they  wer e  alfo  exhorted  immediately  to 
feek  after  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Mr.  Jabez  Dunsford  departed  this  life  Aug.  2,  i/95, 
aged  54- 


Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  A.  M.  Pennflylvania. 

THE  account  which  is  here  fubmitted  to  our  readers  of 
this  peculiar,  but  worthy  man,  is  chiefly  taken  from  a  manu- 
feript  difeourfe,  compofed,  and  obligingly  communicated  by 
our  invaluable  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Rogers,  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania.  The  difeourfe  was  preached  in 
the  Baptiffc  church,  at  Philadelphia,  F eb.  22,  1795,  on  2  Cor. 
vi.  8.  By  honor  and  difhonor ,  by  evil  report  and  good  report ;  as 
deceivers  and  yet  true. 

The  Dodtor,  after  having  pertinently  illuftrated  his  text 
from  a  view  of  the  hiflory  of  the  apoftles,  and  enquired  into 
the  reafon  of  the  different  feenes  through  which  tfysy  paffed, 
betakes  himfelf  to  the  biography  of  the  deceafed,  with  a  care 
4C  to  avoid  what  might  appear  like  embellifhment,  and”  con¬ 
fining  himfelf  u  to  a  plain  narrative  of  fadts.” 

a  My  highly  efteerned  friend  and  father,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Morgan  Edwards  requeued,  as  you  have  already  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  thefe  words  fhould  be  preached  from  as  foon  as 

convenient. 
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convenient,  after  his  deceafe.  I  prefume,  he  foun^thCTn 
criDtive  of  what  he  met  with,  in  die  courfe  of  his  rrnniltry. 

«  Honour,  Mr.  Edwards  certainly  Md,  both  m  Europe  a 
America  The  college  and  academy  o.  Philadelphia,  at  7 
eariy  period,  ho,„„?d  him  .0  »  m» „  of  lemnin*  rn.d  .  popu  » 
preacher,  with  a  diploma,  conflicting  him  Maflet  o  Arts. 
this  wasfollo wed  by  a  degree  adeundcm,  in  the  year  1769,  fro.n 
the  college  of  Rhode  Illand,  being  the  firft  c^me™C"d 
in  that  infliction.  In  this  feminary  he  held  a  Fell^M  and 

filled  it  with  reputation,  till  he  vo  untanly  refign  d  t  m 

1780;  age  and  diftance  having  rendered  him  incapable  ot 
attending  the  meetings  of  the  corporation  any  longer. 

«  He  alfo  met  with  dijhomur-,  but  he  complained  not  much 
of  this,  as  it  was  occafioned  by  his  ftrong  attachment  to  the 
Roval  Family  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Arne- 
rican  war,  which  fixed  on  him  the  name  of  a  Tory :  this ,  1 
ftiould  have  omitted  mentioning,  had  not  tne  deceafed  e  - 
prefsly  enjoined  it  upon  me.  F or  any  perfon  to  have  been  i 
marked  out  in  thofe  days  was  enough  to  bring  on  political 
oppofition  and  deftrudion  of  property:  all  of  which  too.,  place 
with  refped  to  Mr.  Edwards,  though  he  never  harooured  the 
thought  of  doing  the  leaft  injury  to  the  United  States  by  abet- 

ting-  the  caufe  ot  our  enemies. 

5  A  rood  report  our  departed  brother  alfo  had:  the  numerous 

letters  brought  with  him  acrofs  the  Atlantic  from  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Gill,  and  others,  reported  handfome  things  ot  him; 
and  fo  did,  in  return,  the  letters  that  went  from  America  to 
the  then  Parent  Country.  Evil  reports  alfo  fell  to  his  (hare ;  but 
moft  of  thefe  were  falfe  reports,  and  therefore  he  gave  credit 
for  them  as  a  fpecies  of  perfecution :  and  even  the  title  of  s 
Deceiver  did  not  efcape  him.  Often  has  he  been  told  that  he 
was  an  Arminian,  though  he  profeffed  to  be  a  Calvmiil;  that: 
he  was  an  Univerfalift  in  difguife,  &c.  yet,  he  was  true  to  hi* 
principles.  Thefe  may  be  feen  in  our  confelTion  of  faith, 
agreeing  with  that  republifhed  by  tne  Baptift  churches  afTem-» 
bled  at  London,  in  the  year  1689.  He  feldom  meddled  with 
the  five  polemical  points  ;  but  when  he  did,  he  always  avoided 
abufive  language.  The  charge  of  univerfalifm  brought  again!!: 
him  was  not  altogether  groundleis;  for  though  he  was  not 
an  univerfalift  himfelf,  he  profeffed  a  great  regard  for  many  who 
were,  and  he  would  fometimes  take  their  part  againft  violent 
oppofers,  in  order  to  inculcate  moderation, 

a  Adr.Edwards  was  born  in  Drevethin  parifh,  Monmouthjhire 5 
in  the  Principality  of  Wales,  on  May  9,  1722*  old  flylej  and 
had  his  grammar  learning  in  the  fame  pariih5  at  a  village  called 

Trofnant; 


310 


"THE  OBITUARY. 


.;;f^i7f3  ,he,was  placed  in  the  Baptift  feminary 
1  ru  k  °  d  Er,Sland>  at  the  time  the  orefidcnt’s  chair 
was  fdled  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foikett.  He  entered  on  Sniftry 

ae  de  flXtieftntJ  yea,r  °f  hlS  aSe‘  After  he  had  finished  his 
C  Z  ^U?£S’  he  went  to  Lofton,  in  Lincolnfhire,  where 
V  t0!,t!nued  feven  years,  preaching  the  gofpel  to  a  fmall 
iigregation  in  that  town.  From  Bojhn,  he  removed  to 
ln  Ireland,  where  he  was  ordained  June  i,  j7r7  and 
ie  iced  nine  years,  h  rom  Cork  he  returned  to  Great  Britain 
and  preached  about  twelve  months  at  Rye ,  in  Suffix.  While 
at  yv,  the  Rev.  Or.  trill,  and  other  London  minifters,  in 

r  Pk u 3j  C-C  if  ^etters  which  they  received  from  this  church, 
I1  hnadelphia,]  urged  him  to  pay  you  a  vifit.  He  complied, 
took  his  pallage  for  America,  arrived  here  May  23,  1761,  and 
ihortly  afterwards  became  your  paftor.  He  had  the  overiOht 
ot  this  church  for  many  years ;  voluntarily  refigned  his  office 
when  he  found  the  caufe,  which  was  fo  near  and  dear  to  his 
heart,  linking  under  his  hands;  but  continued  preachino-  to 
tne  peopie  till  they  obtained  another  minifter,  the  perfon  'who 

noiv  addrejes  you,  in  the  procuring  of  whom  he  was  not 
inactive. 

“  After  this>  Mr.  Edwards  purchafed  a  plantation  in  Newark 
JNjewcaifle-county,  State  of  Delaware,  and  moved  thither  with 
his  family  in  the  year  1772;  he  continued  preaching  the  word  of 
ine  and  falvation  in  a  number  of  vacant  churches  till  the 
commencement  of  the  American  war.  He  then  defifted  and 
remained  filent  till  after  the  termination  of  our  revolutionary 
troubles,  and  a  confequent  reconciliation  with  this  church  : 
he  then  occafionally  read  ledures  in  divinity  in  this  city, 
and  other  parts  of  Pennfy] vania;  alfo  in  New  Jerfey,  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  in  New  England;  but  for  very  particular  and 
attesting  reafons  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  refume  the 
facred  character  of  a  minifter. 

“  °ur  worthy  Friend  departed  this  life,  at  Pencader,  New- 
tralfle  county,  Delaware  State,  on  Wednefday  the  28th  of 
January  laft,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried,  agree¬ 
able  to  his  own  defire,  in  the  aide  of  this  meeting-houfe,  with 
his  dr  ft  wife  and  their  children  ;  her  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Nunn ,  originally  of  Cork,  in  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
children,  all  of  whom  are  dead,  excepting  two  fons,  William 
and  Jofhua:  the  bill,  if  alive,  is  a  military  officer  in  the 
JBritifli  Hr  vice;  the  other  is  now  prefent  with  us,  paving  this 
laft  public  tribute  of  filial  affeclion  to  the  memory  of  a  fond 
and  pipus  parent!  Mr.  Edwards's  fecond  wife  was  a  Mrs. 

Singleton, 
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Singleton,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  who  is  alfo  dead,  by 
whom  he  had  no  iflue. 

«  Several  of  Mr.  Edward’s  pieces  have  appeared  in  print; 
namely,  (i.)  A  farewell  difcourfe  delivered  at  the  B  apt  lit- 
meeting  in  Rye,  on  Feb.  8,  1761,  on  Ads  xx.  25,  26.  This 
pafied  through  two  editions,  8  t  o.  (2.)  A  fermon  preached  in 
the  college  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev, Samuel 
Tones,  A.  B.  [now  D.  D.]  with  a  narrative  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  ordination  was  condu&ed,  8vo.  (3.)  I  he  CufToms 
of  Primitive  Churches,  or  a  fet  of  Proportions  relative  to  the 
Name,  Materials,  Conifitution,  Power,  Officers,  Ordinances, 
&c.ofa  Church;  to  which  areadded,  their  Proofs  from  Scripture, 
and  hiftorical  narratives  of  the  manner  in  which  moil:  of  them 
have  been  reduced  to  pradfice,  4to.  1  his  book  was  intended 
for  the  minifters  of  the  Philadelphian  Affociation,  in  hopes 
they  would  have  improved  on  the  plan,  fo  that  their  joint 
productions  might  have  introduced  a  full  and  unexceptionable 
treatife  of  church  difcipline.  (4. )  A  New  Y ear’s  Gift;  a  fermon 
preached  in  this  houfe,  January  1,  1770,  from  thefe  words. 
This- year  thou  j halt  die\  which  palled  through  four  editions. 
What  gave  rife*  to  this  difcourfe  will  probably  be  recollected 

*  It  has  often  been  laid,  That  when  great  men  err,  they  err  egre- 
gioufly.  So  did  Mr.  Edwards  in  the  inftance  to  which'  his  biographer 
here  refers.  Led  by  a  mere  foolifh  impulfe^  and  not  by  fcripture,  the 
good  man  perfuaded  himfelf,  that  he  fhould  die  on  a  certain  day,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  'preached  his  ova  n  funeral  fermon ■ — but  the  event  did  not  anfwer  to 
the  prediction,  He  could  not  die  for  his  life,”  Wifdom  was  learnt  from 
folly,  and  many  faid,  we  have  the  fcripture  to  walk  by  ;  a  more  fure  word 
than  voices,  new  revelations,  and  impulfes,  to  which  we  do  well  to  take, 
heed ,  as  to  a  light  that  jhineth  in  a  dark  place.  This  w<u  a  teaching  lefTon. 

The  late  excellent  Mr.  George  Whitefield  was  in  his  early  days  under 
a  fimilar  delufion.  His  wife  was  with  child,  he  conjectured  that  fhe  would 
bring  forth  a  fon  ;  fbe  did — they  called  his  name  fohn;  in  all  this  there 
was  no  harm  ;  but  Mr.  Whitefield  believed,  that  the  child  was  not  only 
to  be  continued  to  him,  but  to  be  a  preacher  of  the  everlafting  gofpeL 
“  Satan  was  permitted,  fays  he,  to  give  me  fome  wrong  impreffions* 
Whereby,  as  I  now  find,  I  mifapplied feveral  texts  of  fcripture About  a  week 
after  the  birth  of  the  child,  his  father  baptized  him  in  the  Tabernacle — • 
Thoufands  went  away  big  with  hopes,  that  the  child  would  hereafter  be 
employed  in  the  work  of  the  miniflry  ;  and  Mr.  Whitefield  as  much  fo  as 
any  of  them;  but  liltie  John  died  when  he  was  about  four  months  old, 
without  being  great  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  as  his  father  had  prom i fed 
himfelf.  This  miffake  was  over-ruled  in  mercy,  and  the  great  and  good 
man  himfelf  thus  concludes  the  narrative  of  this  affair,  (letter  547th,  vol.  2, 
of  his  works).  is  1  hope  what  happened  before  his  birth,  and  fince  at  his 
death,  has  taught  me  fuch  lelfons,  as,  if  duly  improved,  may  render  his 
miltaken  parent  more  fober  minded,  more  experienced  infatan’s  devices, 
and  confequently,  more  ufeful  in  his  future  labours  to  the  church  of  God.’* 
How  proper  that  minifters  and  chriftians  ftiould  learn  from  thefe  in  fiances 
to’ avoid  all  enthufuftic  impulfes,  and  be  concerned  to  put  God’s  meaning 

God’s  word  !  Editor. 
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for  many  years  to  come.  (5.)  Materials  towards  a  Hiftory  of 
the  Baptifts  in  Pennfylvania,  both  Britifh  and  German,  dif- 
tmguifbed  into  f*  irft-day— - Keithian— Seventh-day — Tuncker 
and  Mennonift  Baptifts,  i2mo.  1770.  (6.)  Materials  towards 
a  h  ftory  of  the  Baptifts  in  New  Jerfey,  diftinguilhed  into 
7'  irft-day  Seventh-day- —  Tuncker  and  Rogerene  Baptifts, 
J2mo.  1792.  1  he  motto  of  both  volumes  is,  Lo!  a  people 

tho.t  dive} l  alone ,  and  JJoall  not  he  reckoned  aneioyig  the  nations • 
(7.)  A  Treat ife  on  the  Millennium.  (8.)  A  Treatife  on  the 
New  Heaven  and  New  Earth:  this  was  reprinted  in  London. 
(9)  Res  fa  era)  a  Tranllati  on  from  the  Latin :  the  fubjedt  of  this 
piece  is  an  enumeration  of  all  the  adls  of  public  worftiip 
which  the  New  Teftament  ftyles  offerings  and  facrifices ; 
among  which,  giving  money  for  religious  ufes  is  one;  and 
therefore,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards’s  opinion,  is  to  be  done 
in  the  places  of  public  worfhip,  and  with  equal  devotion. 

“  Befides  what  he  gave  to  his  intimate  friends  as  tokens  of 
perfonal  regard,  he  has  left  behind  him  42  volumes  of  fermons, 
12  fermons  to  a  volume,  all  written  in  a  large  print  hand: 
alfo  about  a  dozen  volumes  in  quarto,  on  fpecial  fubjedls;  in 
fome  of  which  he  was  refpondent ;  and  therefore  they  may  not 
contain  his  own  real  fentiments:  thefe,  with  many  other 
things,  unite  to  ftiew  that  he  was  no  idler. 

iC  He  ufed  to  recommend  it  to  minifters  to  write  their  fer¬ 
mons  at  large,  but  not  to  read  them  in  the  pulpit ;  if  they  did, 
he  advifed  the  preacher  to  write  a  large  fair  hand,  and  make 
himfelf  fo  much  mailer  of  his  fubjedf,  that  a  glance  might  take 
in  a  wlude  page.  Being  a  good  clailic,  and  a  man  of  refine¬ 
ment,  he  was  vexed  with  fuch  difeourfes  from  the  pulpit  as 
defer ved  no  attention,  and  much  more  to  hear  barbarifms  ; 
beegufe  (as  he  ufed  to  fay),  “  They  were  arguments  either  of 
vanity  or  indolence,  or  both ;  for  an  American,  with  an 
Englilh  Grammar  in  his  hand,  a  learned  friend  at  his  elbow, 
and  clofe  application  for  fix  months,  might  make  himfelf  m af¬ 
ter  of  his  mother  tongue.” 

u  The  Baptift  churches  are  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Edwards. 
They  will  long  remember  the  time  and  talents  he  devoted  to 
their  heft  interefts  both  in  Europe  and  America.  Very  far 
was  he  from  being  a  felfifti  perfon  ;  when  the  arrears  of  his 
falary,  as  pallor  of  this  church,  amounted  to  upwards  of  372 
pounds,  and  he  was  put  in  poiTeftion  of  a  houfe  by  the  church 
till  the  principal  and  intereft:  fhould  be  paid,  he  refigned  the 
houfe,  and  relinquiftied  a  great  part  of  the  debt,  left  the  church 
jhpuld  be  diftrefted. 
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u  The  College  of  Rhode -Ifland  is  alfo  greatly  beholden  to 
him  for  his  vigorous  exertions  at  home  and  abroad,  in  railing 
money  for  that  inftitution,  and  tor  his  particular  activity  in 
procuring  its  Charter  ;  this  he  deemed  the  greateft  fervice  he 
ever  did  tor  the  honour  ot  the  Baptifl  name.-— As  one  of  its 
firft  sons  *  I  cheerfully  make  this  public  tcftimony  of  his 
laudable  and  well-timed  zeal. 

a  In  the  firft  volume  of  his  Materials,  he  propofed  a  plan  for 
uniting  all  the  Baptiftson  the  Continent  in  one  body  politic, 
by  having  the  AfTociation  of  Philadelphia  (the  centre)  incor¬ 
porated  by  charter,  and  by  taking  one  delegate  out  of  each 
AfTociation  into  the  corporation  ;  but  finding  this  impracti¬ 
cable  at  that  time,  he  vifited  the  churches  from  New  Hamp- 
(hire  to  Georgia,  gathering  materials  towards  the  hiftory 
of  the  whole.  Permit  me  to  add,  that  this  plan  of  union,  &s 
yet,  has  not  fucceeded. 

u  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  moving  caufe  of  having  the  minutes 
of  the  Philadelphia  AfTociation  printed,  which  he  could  not 
bring  to  bear  for  fome  years  ;  and  therefore,  at  his  own  ex- 
penfe,  he  printed  tablea,  exhibiting  the  original  arid  annual 
ifate  of  the  afTociating  churches. 

u  There  was  nothing  uncommon  in  Mr.  Edwards’s  perfon  ; 
but  he  pofiefTed  an  original  genius.  By  his  travels  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  America,  commixing  with  all  forts  of  people, 
and  by  ciofe  application  to  reading,  he  had  attained  a  remark¬ 
able  eafe  of  behaviour  in  Company,  and  was  furnifhed  with 
fomething  pleafant  or  informing  to  fay  on  all  occafions.  His 
Greek  Teftament  was  his  favourite  companion,  of  which  he 
was  a  complete  matter  :  his  Hebrew  Bible  next  ;  but  he  was 
not  fo  well  verfed  in  the  Hebrew  as  in  the  Greek  language  ; 
however,  he  knew  fo  much  of  both  as  authorifed  him  to  fay, 
(as  he  often  did),  That  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  are  the  two 
eyes  of  a  minitter ;  and  that  franflations  are  but  commenta¬ 
ries,  becaufe  they  vary  in  fenfe  as  commentators  do.  Ho 
preferred  the  ancient  Britifh  veriion  above  any  other  verfion 
that  he  had  read ;  obferving,  That  tfie  idioms  of  the  W elfli  fit¬ 
ted  thofe  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  like  hand  and  glove.  Per¬ 
haps,  no  other  language  correfponds  fo  well  with  them, 
except  the  Armenian;  of  which  L’Enfant  and  Beau  fob  re> 
in  the  preface  to  their  new  French  tranflation,  fay,  c  That 
the  Armenian  Teft ament  is  a  literal  verfion,  without  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  phrafes,  or  fupplements  to  help  out  the  fenfe.’ 

*  r!  'he  Rev.  Doctor  William  Roger?,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  tins 
memoir,  was  one  of  the  graduates,  at  the  \ery  tirit  commencement  in 
Rhode  Ifland  College. 

Jan.  J796.  "  y  Our 
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,  >  '  “r  a£ed  and  refpe£iablc  friend  is  gone  the  way  of  of  all 

eai  th  ;  but  he  lived  to  a.good  old  age,  and  with  the  utmoft 
compofur  e  clofed  his  eyes  on  all  the  things  of  time.  Though 

T  rSftn%thlS,vn0t  gone  with  him  ;  k  remains  with  us 
iTh  n&Pf  nitereft  was  ever  uppermoU  with  him,  and 

ChriS  *  t  d>  b6CaU^  he  beli^ed  ^  to  be  the  intereft  of 

w-s  the  eff  P6  f ny  m  Chnftendom-  H's  becoming  a  Baptift 
•  1  [he  effea  of previous  examination  and  conviction,  hav- 

churchTe  b?Ughl  Up  m  t,he  EPifcoPal  Church,  for  which 
nuxch  lie  retained  a  particular  regard  during  his  whole  life,5* 


Rev.  Benjamin  Beddome,  A.  M.  Bourton-on-the- Water 

Gloucejlerjhire.  * 

His  walk  fo  Heady,  and  his  hope  fo  high, 

He  neither  blulh’d  to  live,  nor  fear’d  to  die. 

THE  Rev.  Benjamin  Beddome  of  Bourton-on-the- Water 
lately  deceafed, and  the  Rev.  John  Beddome  of  Briftol,  hisfather’ 
are  names  which  have  given  celebrity  to  the  Beddome  family* 
through  the  chief  part  of  this  century,  and  derive  refpeclability 
frorn  a  long  line  of  defcent  in  the  ages  which  are  part.  *  *  ' 
The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Beddome’s  mother  was 

I  ...  .  t.  ^  ^  Mr.  Benjamin  Bran- 

oonf,  a  filverfmith,  who  lived  near  the  Royal  Exchange, 
.London,  ^ 

^  ^  M  Brandon  family  was  fhppojfcd  to  fpring,  m  Harry  the 
V  Illth  s  time,  fi om  an  illegitimate  foU  of  Brandon.,  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  whofe  arms  the  family  bore.  Mrs.  Brandon  J,  the  mo¬ 
ther,  or  Mr.  Brando n  the  hither  of  Benjamin  Brandon,  and 
great  grandfather  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bedaome,  had  a  married 
inter  ol  the  name  of  Spilfworth,  efteemed  a  very  gracious  and 
prudent  woman,  whofe  hufband  was  a  timber  merchant,  and 
iCjt  2,iool.  to  Rachel,  the  filter  ot  Benjamin  Brandon.  Ra~ 
cuel  s  fir  ft  hufband  was  a  faleftnan,  named  Hudlon  (j,  at  whofe 

death 

*  See  his  Materials,'  vof.  r.  page  in. 

t  He  married  Mercy  Necklets,  who  was  born  in  1 6  7  3,  and  die  1  in  1 726, 

J  Sir  Thomas  Geary  and  old  Mrs.  Brandon,  Mr.  Benjamin  Beddome’s 
mother’s  grandmother,  were  either  brothers’  or  fillers’  children ;  and 
Snr  John  Blunt,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Bubble,  married 
a  iecond  coufin  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Brandon,  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Beddome. 

j!  Mr.  Hudlon  had  a  rich  brother  Peter  Hud fon,  owner  of  powder 
mAU,  who  left  one  {on  that  failed  in  the  world.  Mr  Peter  Hudfon  ga\e 

fortunes 
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death  file  was  poffeffed  of  fix  thoufand  pounds.  She  afterwards 
married  Mr.  Jofeph  Cope*,  a  lapidary,  who  cut  Pitt’s  Dia¬ 
mond,  purchafed  by  the  King  of  France,  for  which  he  had  a 
lo,oool.  and  the  chips.  Mrs.  Cope  was  left  a  widow,  and, 
by  a  fuit  in  Chancery  which  was  intended  to  affect  her  jointure, 
ihe  was  put  to  the  expenfe  of  1,500b  though  the  verdict  was 
finally  in  her  favor.  She  died  without  iffue,  at  Hanham,  near 
Briftol,  March  2,  1731;  and  being  fond  of  her  niece,  Mifs 
Rachel  Brandon,  whom  file  had  brought  up  at  a  boarding 
fchool  at  Nantwich,  in  Chefliire,  (lie  left  molt  of  her  fub- 
ffance  to  this  young  lady,  who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  John  Beddome  of  Briftol. 

I  his  honoured  man,  fixtyor  feventyyehrs  ago,  in  the  circle 
of  his  friends,  ufed  to  fpeak  of  two  of  his  anceftors,  it  is  thought 
of  the  name  of  Barnet,  in  the  civil  wars.  The  father  was 
a  colonel  in  King  Charles’s  army,  the  fon  a  captain  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  One  day  the  father,  either  on  horfeback  or  on 
^bot,  met  his  fon  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and  tranfported 
witii  anger,  caned  him 5  upon  which  fome  of  the  ioldiers  were 
going  to  fire,  but  the  fon  commanded  them  to  forbear,  inform- 

ing  them  it  was  his  father,  who  had  a  right  to  treat  him  fo* 
if  he  pleafed. 

Mr.  John  Beddome,  of  Briftol,  was  born  in  London;  he  was 
called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  by  the  church  in  fiorftey 
Down,  Southwark,  then  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  Rev, 
Benjamin  Keach,  and  afterwards  of  Dr.  Giil.His  difmiffion  to 
tae  church  at  Aulceffer,  in  Warwickfhire,  is  dated  Sept,  iq, 
1697.  hjs  removal  into  that  country,  he  purchafed  a  large 
home  at  Heniey-in- Arden,  which  had  formerly  been  an  Inn, 
and  fitted  up  one  part  of  it  for  his  refidence,  and  the  other  part 
for  a  piace  of  worfhip.  Here  he  continued,  enjoying  the  a f lift 
tance  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard  b  ofkett  as  co-paftor  from  1 7 1  j , 
till  17 1 9,  when  Mr.  Fofkett  removed  to  the  Broad  Mead 
church,  at  Briftol.  To  the  Pithay  church  in  that  city  the 

f 01  tunes  to  his  three  children,  one  of  whom  was  wife  to  Df;  Berritnan, 
the  well  known  author  of  2  vols.  of  Sermons  on  the  Gradual  Revelation 
ot  the  G  of  pel,  preached  at  Boyle’s  Lectures.  Mr.  Peter  Hu.lfon  had 
alio  a  lifter  married  to  a  Mr.  Fuller,  who  had  tliree  children— Samuel, 
a  Iioner,  who  would  fain  have  married  Catharine  Brandon,  afterwards 
vyte  to  air.  cord— Ann,  married  to  Mr.  Gould,  related  to  Sir  Nathaniel 
Gould— and  Elizabeth,  married  to  Mr.  Weaver,  a  merchant,  to  each 
t>f  whom  Mr.  Peter  Hudfon  left  3000  . 

Ii  Mr.  Jofeph  Copes  firji  wile  was  filter  to  the  "Rev.  Mr.  Flavel  of 
-a.  t  mouth,  who  dedicated  his  Token  for  Mourner;  to  them,  calling  them 
h»s  nearly  beloved  brother  and  filter  in  the  double  tie  of  nature  and 
£r*ce; — his  ffcihand  his  blood. 
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providence  of  God  called  Rev.  John  Beddome  in  1724,  where 
he  fucceeded  the  renowned  puritan,  Andrew  Gifford,  and 
Emmanuel  his  Ton,  who  did  not  long  furvive  his  father. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Beddome  was  born  at  Henley,  January  23, 
old  ftyle,  1717,  and  was  about  feven  years  of  age,  when  the 
family  removed  to  Briftol.  In  due  time,  having  received  an 
education  fuitable  to  the  profeffion,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
furgeon  and  apothecary.  The  wit  and  vivacity  which,  in  a 
meafure,  continued  with  him  to  the  end  of  his  days,  accom¬ 
panied  his  juvenile  fteps  into  the  public  walks  of  life.  We 
have  no  veffiges  at  all  of  his  early  piety :  on  the  contrary,  the 
bent  of  his  mind  affedted  and  afHidled  his  parents  feveral  years— 
but  at  laft  divine  mercy  reached  his  heart.  The  date  of  it  we 
learn  from  an  obfcure  page  which  contains  only  thefe  words, 
in  his  own  hand  writing:  cc  Mr.  Ware,  of  Chefham,  uncle, 
I  believe,  to  Coulfcn  Scottovv,  Efq.  preached  at  the  Pithay, 
Briftol,  Auguft  7,  1737 ,  with  which  fermon  I  was,  for  the  firft 
time,  deeply  impreffed.  Text,  Luke  xv.  7.”  Likcwife  joy 
jh all  be  in  heaven  over  one  finner  that  repenteth  more  than  over 
ninety  and  nine  juft  perjons  who  need  no  repentance.  And  a  re¬ 
penting  finner  he  now  was.  At  his  firft  awakening  he  ufed  to 
be  greatly  affedled  under  the  word.  For  though  the  winning 
affedlionate  miniftry  of  his  father  had  not  effetftually  gained 
his  attention  before;  at  this  time  he  felt  it  in  a  mo  ft  itnprelfive 
manner.  That  he  might  conceal  his  abundant  tears  in  hear¬ 
ing,  he  would  fit  behind  in  the  gallery,  where  he  was  not 
likely  to  be  feen;  alleging,  when  afked  by  his  parents,  why  he 
chofe  fuch  a  place,  That  his  profeflion  fometimes  obliged  him 
to  come  in  late,  or  to  go  out  early,  neither  of  which  had  a 
becoming  appearance  in  a  minifter's  fon. 

To  this  penitential  frame  of  mind  he  indulged;  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  one  of  his  Hymns  appears  to  have  been  the  dictate  of 
his  heart; 

Lord,  let  me  weep  for  nought  but  iin. 

And  after  none  but  thee; 

And  then  1  would,  O  that  I  might, 

A  conftant  weeper  be  1 

In  this  condition  his  refource  was  conftant  prayer,  and,  at 
his  leifure  hours,  reading  the  kriptures  ; 

He  turn’d  the  facred  volume  o’er, 

And  fearch’d  with  care  from  page  to  page ; 

Of  threatnings  found  an  ample  ftore. 

But  nought  that  could  his  grief  affwage. 

Afl’ured,  however,  of  the  riches  of  the  divine  word,  he 

perfevered 
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perfevered  to  read  it,  and  perfeverance  was  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs — He  was  ready  to  exclaim, 

’Tis  done;  and,  with  tranfporting  joy, 

I  read  the  heaven  infpired  lines; 

There  Mercy  fpreads  its  brightert  beams. 

And  truth,  with  dazzling  luftre,  dunes. 

Here’s  heavenly  food  for  hungry  fouls. 

And  mines  of  gold  to  enrich  the  poor; 

Here’s  healing  balm  for  every  wound, 

A  falve  for  every  federing  fore*. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticefnip,  he  became  a  {Indent 
under  the  care  of  his  father’s  bofom  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  b  ol- 
kett  of  Briltol ;  after  which  he  removed  to  London,  and  fi- 
nifhed  his  ftudies  in  the  Independent  Academy.  He  appears 
to  have  been  baptized  by  the  famous  Mr.  Samuel  Wilfon,  a 
predeceiTbr  of  Mr.  Booth,  either  at  the  latter  end  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  or  the  very  beginning  of  October  17 39’  a^  a  churck 
meeting  of  the  Goodman’s-fields  fociety,  held  Sep.  27?  17 39> 
this  minute  was  made;  u  Agreed  to  receive  Benjamin  Bed- 
dome  of  Briftol,  upon  his  being  baptized.”  His  gilt  was  tried 
before  the  fame  fociety,  Jan.  9,  and  beb.  25)  1 7 39^  4 °3  but 
their  records  do  not  mention  the  time  when  they  folemnly 
called  him  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Flower,  fenior,  pallor  of 
the  church  at  Bourton,  whofe  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  was 
afterwards  fettled  at  Unicorn-Yard,  London,  Mr.  Beddome 
left  the  academy  in  London,  and  was  invited  to  fupply  the 
Bourton  friends.  He  went  to  them  in  July  174°?  and  hav¬ 
ing  given  full  proof  of  his  abilities,  and  received  many  feli¬ 
citations  and  calls  to  become  their  pallor,  he  accepted  the 
office,  and  was  ordained  September  23,  1743*  M-r*  Fofkett 
gave  the  charge  from  iTini.  iv.  12.  Let  no  man  defpife  thy 
youth  f,  and  Dr.  Jofeph  Stennett  preached  to  the  people  from 
Heb.  xiii.  17.  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you ,  &c„ 
Meffrs.  Haydon,  Cook,  and  Fuller  of  Abingdon,  prayed. 
The  ordination  prayer  was  offered  up  by  Mr,  Fofkett,  with 
laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  prelbyters. 

At  Mr.  Beddome’s  fettlement  he  refided  at  Lower  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  where  he  continued  till  September  25,  1749,  when,  pre¬ 
paring  for  marriage,  he  removed  to  Bourton,  a  place  of  which 

*  Mr.  Beddome’s  Hymn  in  Rippon’s  Selection,  No.  430. 

t  Mr.  Foskett  preached  on  the  fame  text  three  months  before  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Exon— -Being  in  poffeffion  of  the  outline  of 
the  difeourfe,  lhould  I  ever  live  to  print  the  hiftory  of  the  Baptilt  church 
in  that  city,  among  the  hittory  of  the  churches  ready  for  publication, 
prpl^ably  a  sketch  of  the  fermon  may  be  given  with  it.  Editor. 


he 
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he  feems  10  have  been  fond,  as  may  be  inferred  from  lines,  over 
v  eum  he  has  written,  u  Compofed  about  the  year  3742,’* 

the  wis  h. 

Lord,  in  my  foul  implant  thy  fear. 

Let  faith,  and  hope,  and  love  be  there; 

Prefer ve  me  from  prevailing  vice, 

Vv  hen  fatan  tempts,  or  lulls  entice  ! 

Or  friendfhip’s  fweets  may  I  partake, 

•Nor  be  forfaken,  nor  forfake! 

Eet  mod’rate  plenty  crown  my  board. 

And  God  for  all  be  dill  ador'd! 

Let  fhe  companion  of  any  youth 
Be  one  of  innocence  and  truth; 

Let  model!  charms  adorn  her  race,' 

And  give  her  thy  fuperior  grace; 

Bv  heav  enly  art  firft  make  her  thine, 

Then  make  her  willing  to  be  mine  ! 

My  dwelling  place  let  Bourton  be, 

T  here  let  me  live,  and  live  to  thee  l 

On  December  21,  1749,  New-ftyJe,  he  was  manned  to 
Mils  Elizabeth  Bcfwell,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Richard 
Bofwell,  oi  Bourton,  who  was  an  honourable  member  and 
Deacon  of  the  bapti ft  church  in  that  place*.  The  nuptials 
were  celebrated  at  Hampnet. 

Mrs.  Beddome  was  then  but  in  the  18th  year  of  her  age, 
for  fhe  was  born  in  February  13,  N.  S.  1732  f.  His  con¬ 
nexion 

I  -  r  v.  '  '  ; 

#  This  good  deacon’s  grand-father  Mr.  Richard  Bofwell,  was  a  fhop- 
keeper  at  Bourton,  and  in  the  civil  wars  was  an  officer  in  the  Parliament’s 
■army ;  an  original  of  orders  fent  to  him  from  his  fuperior  officer,  dated 
January  1 657,  is  in  poffieffion  of  the  family.  This  military  man  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  fhop  by  his  fen.  Samuel,  who  married  Mils  Dickenfon,  filler 
Dr.  Dickenfon,  a  miniiler  of  the  Eftablilhed  Church,  by  whom  he  had 
Richard  Bofwell,  the  worthy  deacon  of  Bourton  church.  Richard’s 
wife  had  a  grandmother  called  Trdby,  whofe  maiden  name  was  Dennis 
Rook— It  is  thought  Ihe  was  firft  coulin  to  old  Mr.  Rook,  who  lived 
near  Hooknorton,  grandfather  to  Mrs.  Wilkins  of  Cirencefter.  Our  Mr. 
Richard  Bofwell  died  April  9,  1 783,  about  84  years  of  age.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilkins  preached  at  his  interment  from  1.  Cor.  xv.  57,  and  called 
him  the  Father  of  the  village,  as  well  as  of  the  Chritlian  Society  to  which 
he  belonged. 

f  In  Mrs.  Beddome  good  fenfe  and  good  nature  were  crowned  with 
what  the  lcriptures  denominate,  Some  good  thing  in  the  heart  towards  the 
v Lord  God  of  Ifrael.  She  was  a  perfon  of  fir ict  piety  ;  fincereinher  friend 
liiips ;  affectionate  in  all  her  relations;  fcarcely  ever  feenout  of  temper  ; 
and  even  in  torturing  pains,  for  her  patience  the  admiration  of  all  who 
attended  her.  It  has  been  faid,  that  no  one  in  the  country  was  more  ge 
Derail  y  beloved;  no  one  whofe  death  was  more  lamented.  Her  valuable 

life 
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nexlon  with  this  amiable  woman  was  not  more  gratifying  to 
himfeif,  than  his  relation  to  the  people  was  fatisfadtory  to 
them.  They  were  pleafed  and  profited.  But  a  threatening 
illnefs,  of  fix  weeks  continuance,  brought  him  to  the  margin 
of  the  grave.  Prayer  was  made  by  the  church  continually 
unto  God  for  him  ;  and  the  gift  for  which  they  wrellled  was 
granted :  he  considered  his  restoration  as  an  anfwer  to  their 
importunate  interceflions. 

On  his  recovery  he  wrote  a  pathetic  hymn ;  but  fome  time 
after  reviewing  it,  and  confidering  that  this  providence  placed 
him  nearer  the  grave  than  he  was  before,  he  inferted  thefe  lines 
on  the  fame  page  where  he  had  before  written  his  effufion  of 
gratitude  for  restoration: 


It  I  mull  die,  O  let  me  die 
Trufting  in  fefu’s  blood  ! 

That  blood  which  hath  atonement  made, 
And  reconciles  to  God. 

f 

If  I  mutt  die,  then  let  me  die 
In  peace  writh  all  mankind. 

And  change  thefe  Sleeting  joys  below. 
For  pleafures  more  refined, 

Ii  I  mu  St  die,  as  die  I  muft, 

Let  Some  kind  Seraph  come. 

And  bear  me  on  his  friendly  wing 
To  my  celeSIial  home  ! 


Of  Canaan’s  land  from  Pifgah’s  top 
May  I  but  have  a  view  1 
Though  Jordan  Should  overflow  its  banks. 

I’ll  boldly  venture  through. 

I  he  danger  in  which  fo  valuable  a  life  had  been,  endeared 
t;ie  paStor  to  his  flock  more  than  before  ,  and  their  ear- 
neSt  prayers  and  folicitude  for  his  recovery  increasingly  en¬ 
deared  his  flocic  to  their  paSIor.  LI e  had  not,  however, 
been  long  restored  to  his  people  and  his  pulpit,  before  ano¬ 
ther  unexpected  providence  excited  their  fears.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Wilfon,  pallor  of  the  largeft  Particular 
BaptiSt  church  then  in  London,  finished  his  courfe.  His 
people  at  Once  fixed  their  eyes  on  Mr.  Beddome,  who  had 
formerly  been  in  communion  wirh  them,  and  was  yet 
deeply  interested  in  their  warmeft  regards.  Befides  affec¬ 
tionate  invitations,  which  met  with  repeated  denials,  the 


llfe ,^?s,  *Vare^  to  ber  endeared  fair, ily  in  the  marriage  Slate  3 4  years,  But 
putnd  iever,  which  proved  fatal  to  many  others  in  the  village  termi 
natal  her  days  on  January  21,1 784.  Mr.  Wilkins  preachccf  a  funeral 
*vV 04  011  lh<r  GCcallon  tu  a  crowded  auditory,  from  1.  Theft;  iv.  13.  14. 
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church  in  Goodman’ s-fields  employed  the  condefcenfion  of 
entreaty,  and  the  force  of  argument — and  fo  determined  were 
they  to  fecure  their  object,  that  for  awhile  they  would 
take  no  denial.  Thus  circumftanced,  Mr.  Beddome  threw 
himfelt  into  the  hands  of  his  people,  defirous  of  adting  ac¬ 
cording  to  tneir  wifhes.  They  fent  an  abfolute  refufal  to 
London  ;  and  he  concluded  the  whole  bufinefs  in  thefe  words ; 
u  If  my  people  would  have  contented  to  my  removal  (though 
I  fhould  have  had  much  to  facrifice  on  account  of  the  great 
affection  I  bear  them,  yet)  I  fhould  then  have  made  no  fcruple 
in  accepting  of  your  call ;  but  as  they  abfolutely  refufe.  it,  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  I  am  determined  I  will  not  violently 
rend  myfelf  from  them  ;  for  I  would  rather  honour  God  in  a 
ilation  much  inferior  to  that  in  which  he  hath  placed  me,  than 
intrude  myfelf  into  a  higher  without  his  diredlion.” 

The  affedtion  which  the  people  at  Bourtori  bore  to  their 
minifler,  tor  his  perfonal  worth  and  pafloral  excellencies^ 
was  far  from  being  leflened  by  the  regard  which  the  bereaved 
church  in  London  difeovered  for  him.  A  fear  oflofinghim 
alfo  a  more  firmly  united  the  people  together,  and  ftirred  them 
up  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  near  an  hundred  pounds3  under  which 
they  had  long  and  heavily  groaned.” 

Thel  abours  of  this  good  man  among  his  charge  were  unre¬ 
mitted  and  evangelical.  He  fed  them  with  the  finefl  of  the 
wheat.  No  man  in  all  his  connexions  wrote  more  fermons, 
nor  compofed  them  with  greater  care— and  this  was  true  of 
him  to  the  laft  weeks  of  his  life.  In  moft  of  his  difeourfes  the 
application  ofaftudent,  and  the  ability  of  a  divine  were  vifi- 
ble.  He  frequently  differed  from  the  generality  of  preachers 
by  lbmewhat  linking  either  in  his  text  or  in  his  method.  If  the 
paffage  were  peculiar  or  abilrufe,  fimplicity  of  interpretation, 
and  familiarity  in  difeuflion,  characterized  the  fermon  :  or  if 
his  text  were  of  the  moll  familiar  clafs,  he  difiributed  it  with 
novelty,  difeufted  it  with  genius,  and  feldom  delivered  a 
hackneyed  difeourfe.  Indeed  fermonizing  was  fo  much  his 
forte,  that  at  length  when  knowledge  had  received  matu¬ 
rity  from  years,  and  compofition  was  familarized  by  habit, 
he  has  been  known,  with  a  wonderful  facility  of  the  moment, 
to  fketch  his  picture  at  the  foot  of  the  pulpit  flairs,  to  colour 
it  as  he  was  afeending,  and,  without  turning  his  eyes  from 
the  canvas,  in  the  fame  hour,  to  give  it  all  the  finifh  of  a  mat¬ 
ter.  One  inflance  of  this  will  long  be  remembered,  which 
happened  at  a  minifter’ s  meeting  at  Fairford,  in  Gloucefter- 
fhire,  After  public  fervice  began,  his  natural  timidity,  it 
feems,  overcame  his  recolleclion—His  text  and  Ins  dilcourfe, 

for 
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jfbr  he  did  not  preach  by  notes,  had  left  him  ;  and  in  the  way 
from  the  pew  to  the  pulpit,  he  leaned  his  head  over  the 
fhoulder  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  paftor  of  the  place,  and  laid. 
Brother  Davis,  what  muft  I  preach  from  ?  Mr.  Davis,  thinking 
he  could  not  be  at  a  lofs,  anfwered,  Afk  no  foolifh  queftjons. 
This  afforded  him  coniiderable  relief.  Fie  turned  immediately 
to  Titus  iii.  9.  Avoid  foolijh  queftions.— urA  preached  a  re¬ 
markably  methodical,  correct,  and  ufeful  diicourfe  on  it. Nor 
was  he  more  remarkable  for  illuftrating  the  divine  vvord  in 
general,  than  for  his  appofite  quotation  of  its  particular  parts. 
Being  a  good  textuary,  and  admitting  that  fcripture  is  the  beft 
interpreter  of  fcripture,  his  proofs  were  given  with  an  accu¬ 
racy  of  feleCtion,  and  received  under  the  efteCt  of  anadmii- 
ing  conviction.  When  he  placed  a  paffage  of  fcripture  by  a 
particular  of  his  diicourfe,  intelligent  auditors  faid,  as  David 
concernin0-  the  fword  of  Goliath,  u  There  is  none  like  it, 
or  equally  fuitable  through  all  the  facred  volume. 

In  his  preaching  he  laid  Chrift  at  the  bottom  of  religion  as 
the  fupport  of  it,  placed  him  at  the  top  of  it  as  its  glory,  and 
made  him  the  centre  of  it,  to  unite  all  its  parts,  and  to  add 
beauty  and  vigour  to  the  whole.  As  he  carefully  guarded  his 
people  againft  Arminian  principles,  fo  he  earneftly  dehorted 
them  from  countenancing  Antinomian  practices,  with  every 
fentiment  which  tended  to  leffen  their  fincere  regard  for  the 
law  of  God — maintaining,  that,  while  it  is  the  happinefs  of 
good  men  to  be  delivered  from  the  law  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  it  is  their  duty,  and  therefore  their  honour  and  intereft 
to  be  fubjeCt  to  it  as  a  rule  of  walk  andconverfation.  He  was 
allured,  that  the  lead  contempt  call  on  the  law  tarnifhes  the 
gofpel— that  thofe  who  think  lightly  of  fin  cannot  exalt  the 
Saviour — that  the  fame  word  which  afferts  believers  are  dead 
to  the  law,  foas  neither  to  be  diftreflingly  afraid  of  it,  nor  to 
place  a  fiducial  dependence  on  it,  does  as  exprefsly  declare 
that  they  are  not  without  law  to  God,  but  under  the  law  to 
Chrift.  It  was  an  axiom  with  him,  that  u  If  moral  weaknefs 
and  incapacity  do  not,  certainly  privileges  cannot,  leffen  our 
obligations  to  duty.”  From  this  may  be  gathered,  what 
indeed  was  a  fa£t,  that  his  difcourfes  were  an  happy  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  dodtrinal,  experimental,  and  practical  parts  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

Though  his  voice  was  low,  his  delivery  was  forcible  and 
demanded  attention.  He  add  re  fled  the  hearts  and  confcienee, 
of  his  hearers.  His  inventive  faculty  was  extraordinary,  and 
threw  an  endlefs  variety  into  his  public  fervices.  Nature, 
providence  and  grace,  had  formed  him  for  eminence  in  the 
church  of  Chrift, 

How 
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How  acceptable  his  labours  were  to  the  churches,  when  he 
could  be  prevailed  on  t°  vifit  them,  has  long  been  known  at 

l  London,  and  in  the  circle  of  the  Mid- 

lana  Ariociation. 

i;.  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  the  exaU  number  of  members  in 
17^,0  when  Mr  Beddome  went  to  Bourton,  as  the  cldcft 
cnuicn  boox  is /oil.  In  May  1743,  when  48  perfons  had 
been  added  to  the  society,  they  were  in  all  113— if  then  15 
peifons  died  in  thefe  three  years,  they  muft  have  been  about 
00  communicants  in  the  year  1740 ;  but  whether  fewer  or 
more  at  that  time,  luch  was  his  fuccefs,  that  in  1751,  they 
Were  increafed  to  180.  The  largenefs  of  fuch  a  number  in 
any  church  will  be  theoccafion  of  a  decreafe,  unlefs  confider- 
aoie  addditions  are  annually  made ;  but  in  May  1764,  thirteen 
jeata  a^ter  the  other  calculation,  notwithstanding  deaths,  and 
otaer  changes,  the  number  had  kept  up  to  176,  and  at  the 
cl  ole  or  the  year  1766,  there  had  been  added  to  the  church,  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Beddome  5s  hr  ft  coming,  about  196  perfons. 

One  confiderable  inft^ument  of  his  fuccefs  may  be  learnt 
from  trie  letter  he  fent  to  the  Aflociation  in  1754.  In  this,  it 
was  faid,  that  the  work  of  catechijing  was  kept  up  at  Bourton 

Vv  itii  advantage  to  the  children,  and  to  many  grown  perfons 
wno  attended  thereon. In  condudling  this  fei  vice  the  people 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  words  which  proceeded  out  of  his  lips. 
But  h:s  Catechifm  will  be  the  beft  reprefen^ation  of  his  method. 
This  is  indeed  a  compendium  of  Divinity.  As  a  larger  Cate- 
chi  fin  tnan  Mr.  Keach’s  had  been  greatly  wanted  among  the 
Baptift  denomination,  he  was  induced,  by  the  prefling  folicita- 
tions  of  many  of  his  friends,  to  compofe  this  work  in  imitation 
cf  Mr.  Henry  s.  in  his  preface  to  the  fir  ft  edition,  printed  in 
1752,  he  laments  the  melancholy  ftate  of  thofe  churches  and 
families  where  catechiiing  is  thrown  aiide — How  much,  many 
of  them,  have  degenerated  from  the  faith,  and  others  from  the 
practice  of  the  gofpel*  I  he  fecond  edition  of  this  invalua¬ 
ble  work  was  printed  at  Briftol  in  1776,  by  the  late  excellent 
Dr.  Evans,  who  highly  prized  it,  and  introduced  it  among 
his  numerous  acquaintance  f. 

As  Mr.  Beddome  had  apleafing  poetical  talent,  he  accuf- 
tomed  himfelf,  through  the  chief  part  ofhis  life,  to  prepare  a 
Hymn  to  be  fung  after  his  morning  fermon,  every  Lords- 
Day.  Several  fpecimens  of  thefe  compofitions  have  appeared, 
with  credit  to  their  author,  and  are  ufed  in  many  of  the  Baptift 
churches,  as  well  as  in  fome  other  refpetftable  congregations* 

t  It  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Button,  London  :  and  of  Mr.  James,  Briftol, 
price  is.  6d.  bound. 

In 
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In  1770,  the  Fellows  of  Providence  College,  Rhode  HI  and, 
(conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  as  a  token  of  refpedi: 
for  his  literary  abilities;  nor  was  it  the  only  one  to  which  he 
was  entitled.  Being  a  fcholar  himfelf,  and  reiiding  in  a  more 
feeluded  fituation  than  many  of  his  brethren,  he  gave  feveral 
of  his  fins  a  claflical  education  at  home. 

Four  or  five  perfons  in  his  time  were  called  to  the  work  of 
the  mmiftry  by  his  church*,  in  all  of  whom  he  had  reafon  to 
reioice. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  free  from  trials  : 
Sorrows  were  mingled  with  his  fonp-s  in  the  houfe  of  his 
pilgrimage.  Among  the  mofi  pungent,  may  be  reckoned  thofe 
which  arofe  from  the  early  deaths  of  his  three  Tons,  John,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  andFofkett.  John  was  born  January  7,  1750,  and 
died  enjoying  a  very  defirable  frame  of  mind,  February  4, 
1765.  His  brother  Fofkett,  brought  up  in  the  medical  line, 
was  drowned  as  he  w7as  coming  from  on  board  a  fhip  near 
Deptford,  October  28,  1 7 84-5  in  the  26th  year  of  his  age* 
Benjamin  was  born  Odfober  10,  1753.  Trained  as  a  pro- 
feflional  man,  and  availing  himfelf  of  the  wiidom  which  a 
combination  of  circumflances  threw  in  his  way  ;  his  profpects 
at  length  became  highly  flattering.  Fie  was  mailer  of  the 

*  l-  Hie  Rev.  John  Rylancl,  fenior  A.  M.  baptized  October  2,  1741. 
See  a  pretty  full  account  of  him  in  the  funeral  fermon  preached  at  his 
interment  by  Mr,  Rippcn, 

2.  I  he  Rev.  R; chard  Haynes,  of  Burford,  was  baptized  May  1 5,  1741. 

His  dilmiffion  letter  to  the  church  at  Bradford,  Wilts,  in  March  1  7  <0, 
lays,  “  About  three  years  ago,  after  proper  trial  of  his  gifts,  we  called 
him  to  the  important  work  of  the  mmitlry.”  Mr.  Haynes  was  a  mi¬ 
ni  iter  of  popular  talents,  and  died  at  Bradford,  on  Tuefday,  May  17. 
1760  :  as  he  iat  at  dinner,  lie  leaned  his  head  on  his  bolom,  gave  three 
10 os  and  expired  at  once.  Ihe  day  before  he  feemed  as  well  as  ufual. 
Jn  the  laii  year  of  his  life  24  members  were  added  to  his  flock.  But  he 
had  been  lome  time  apprehenfive  of  his  death,  and  requefted  that  Mr. 
Hugh  Emails  of  Briftol,  wou.d  preach  on  the  occafion  from  1  Tim.  i,  1  c 
chietl  y  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe  :  Of  -whom  l  am  chief .  * 

3.  The  Rev  John  Reynolds  A.  M.  baptized  June  10,  1743.  A  sketch 
of  his  life  was  printed  111  No.  8,  of  the  Regifter,  page  41. 

.  4.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rawlins,  baptized  March  24,  1  7  ro,  was  under 

the  care  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans  in  1762,  called  to  preach  the  gofpel 
and  had  a  certificate  of  the  fame  given  him  at  Bourton,  J an uary 

1 765,  and  was  difmifledto  the  church  at  Trowbridge  the  cth  of  October* 
the  lame  year.  p  9 

5*  The  Rev.  Alexander  Payne,  a  member  of  that  branch  of  the  church 
which  meets  at  Stow,  was  baptized  at  Fairford,  November  19  11*  * 

preached  once  at  the  ufual  church  meeting,  and  was  recommended 
to  lie wd ley  (and  afterwards  to  Bengeworth),  as  a  perfon  “  whofe  life 
conversation,  temper,  and  experience,  entitled  him  to  the  regard  of 
any  religious  fociety,”  with  whom  he  might  be  connected  °He  k 
t'-ow  pallor  of  the  iiaptilt  church  at  Walgrave,  in  Nonhamptonlhire. 
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Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  before  he  went  from  Bourton  to 
London,  and  afterwards  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  French 
and  Italian.  He  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  medical  fociety 
at  Edinburgh  before  the  ufual  time,  and  took  his  Doctor’s 
degree  at  Leyden,  September  13,  1777.  His  Thefis  has 
been  much  admired.  It  is  entitled,  Tentamen  Philofophico- 
medicum  inaugurale  de  hominum  varietatibus  ct  earum  caufis. 
This  inaugural  Philofophico-medical  effay,  concerning  the 
varieties  of  men  and  their  caufes,  fills  52  handfome  pages,  in 
oftavo,  comprehending  a  vafl:  variety  of  matter,  and  forming, 
what  perhaps  competent  judges  will  denominate,  an  ac¬ 
curate  fyllabus  of  the  fubjedt.  If  fine  talents,  and  finding 
connexions,  could  have  detained  him  on  earth  he  had  not  been 
removed;  but  in  all  the  bloom  of  full  life,  not  having  com¬ 
pleted  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  he  died  at  Edinburgh  of 
a  putrid  fever,  January  4,  1778. 

Mr.  Beddome  confidered  it  as  fomewhat  obfervable,  that  on 
the  very  day  his  fon  died,  not  fufpedling  the  news  he  fhould 
receive  the  next  morning,  nor  indeed  knowing  of  his  illnefs, 
he  preached  from  Pfal.  xxxi.  15.  My  times  are  in  thy  handy 
^fter  which  this  remarkable  hymn,  which  he  had  compofed 
for  the  fermon,  was  fung. 

1. 

My  times  of  forrow,  and  of  joy, 

Great  God,  are  in  thy  hand  ; 

My  choiceft  comforts  come  from  thee. 

And  go  at  thy  command, 

2. 

If  thoufhould’fi  take  them  all  away. 

Yet  would  I  not  repine  ; 

Before  they  were  poflefs’d  by  me, 

They  were  entirely  thine, 

3  •  , 

Nor  would  I  drop  a  murmuring  word* 

Tho’  the  whole  world  were  gone. 

But  feek  enduring  happinels 
In  thee;  and  thee  alone. 

4- 

What  is  the  world  with  all  it’s  flor£  } 

’Tis  but  a  bitter-fweet ; 

When  I  attempt  to  pluck  the  role 
A  pricking  thorn  I  meet. 

5* 

Here  perfefl  blifs  can  ne’er  be  found. 

The  honey’s  mix’d  with  gall  ; 

Midi!  changing  fcenes  and  dying  friends, 

Be  thou  my  all  in  all. 

'  Rippm's  SdcSion,  Hymn  276* 

rr  Mr. 
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Mr.  Beddorne  had  alfo  before  Lord’s-day,  the  4th  of  January, 
made  preparations  for  the  enfuing  Sabbath,  January  nth, 
which  was  the  day  before  he  received  the  melancholy  account  o. 
his  fon’s  death,  from  Ezek.  x.  12.  The  wheels  were  full  of  eyes 
round  about .  Both  of  thefe  fermons  were  ftudied  without  any 
particular  view.  When  Mr.  Beddorne  records  thefe  notable 
things,  he  fays,  cc  But  alas !  how  much  eafier  is  it  to  preach, 
than  practice.  I  will  complain  to  God,  but  not  of  God.  This 
is  undoubtedly  the  moft  affecting  lofs  I  have  ever  yet  fu flamed 
in  my  family.  Father  of  mercies  let  me  fee  the  Imiles  or  thy 
face,  whilft  I  leel  the  fmart  of  thy  rod.  Job  xiv.  13*  Thou  de* 
jlroyeft  the  hope  of  manT 

Early,  bright,  tranfient,  chafle  as  morning  dew, 

He  fparkled,  was  exhal’d,  and  went  to  heaven. 

Mr.  Beddorne  having  for  fome  time  felt  his  infirmities  in- 
creafing,  the  church,  in  1777,  began  to  look  out  tor  a  perfon 
to  aftilt  him  in  the  miniftry,  and  obtained  the  Rev.  William 
Wilkins  of  Cirencefter,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  a  ftudent 
at  Briftol,  and  finithed  his  education  in  Scotland.  In  their 
letter  to  the  Aflbciation,  held  at  Warwick,  1778,  the  church 
lays,  cc  The  afliftant  we  have  procured  for  our  paftor  is  every 
way  acceptable  both  to  him  and  us,  and  we  hope  the  Lord  has 
blefled  his  labours.”  But,  though  faft  advancing  in  years, 
Mr.  Beddorne  perfevered  in  his  paftoral  duties. 

The  Aflbciation  at  Evefham  in  1789  was  the  laffc  he  ever 
attended,  or  preached  at — His  fir  ft  fermon  addrefled  to  this 
body  was  at  Leominfter  in  1743.  He  preached  to  them 
17  times  in  46  years;  this,  on  an  average,  was  as  frequently 
as  he  could  have  been  chofen  to  the  fervice — for  it  has  long- 
been  a  rule  in  the  Midland  AfTembly,  that  no  perfon  fhall  be 
chofen  to  preach  at  the  Aflbciation  oftener  than  once  in 
three  years — But,  perhaps,  on  examination  it  will  appear,  in 
the  inftance  of  Mr.  Beddorne,  that  this  has  not  been  always 
ilrivStly  adhered  to  from  the  year  1740,  and  it  ms  there 
was  no  fitch  limitation  at  that  time. 

From  his  laft  vifit  to  the  Affociation  in  1789,  to  tire  end  of 
his  days,  he  fet  apart  for  charitable  deligns,  and  gave  away,  all 
that  he  received  from  the  people  for  his  fervices.  lie  was  in 
London  to  fee  his  children  and  friends  in  1792,  and  preached 
with  the  fame  acceptance  as  ever.  Though  he  had  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fermons  which  had  never  been  preached,  he  kept  on 
compofing,  and  was  lively  in  his  miniftry  to  the  very  laft — • 
and  it  has  been  laid,  that  his  difeourfes  of  late  years  have,  after 
all,  been  his  beft;  but  towards  the  laft  he  generally  deftroyed 
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them,  on  the  Monday  after  he  had  preached  them.  For  a  con- 
fiderable  time  he  was  carried  to  and  from  meeting,  and  preached 
fitting. 

In  thc  n^ar  profpefts  of  death  he  was  calm  and  refigned. 
it  had  been  nis  earneff  wifh.  not  to  be  long  laid  afide  from  his 
beloved  work  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  his  prayer  was  re- 
markaoly  anfweied,  as  he  was  ill  but  one  Lord’s-day;  yea,  he 
was  compofing  a  hymn  about  fix  hours  before  he  died*  Thefe 
are  fome  of  the  unfinifhed  lines  of  it : 

God  of  my  life,  and  of  my  choice. 

Shall  I  no  longer  hear  thy  voice  ? 

O  let  that  fource  of  joy  divine. 

With  rapture  fill  this  heart  of  mine  ! 

Thou  opened#  Jonah’s  prifon  doors, 

Ee  pleas’d,  O  Lord,  to  open  ours; 

Then  will  we  to  the  world  proclaim 
The  various  honors  of  thy  name. 

He  had  left  a  defire  on  paper,  that  no  funeral  difcourfe  fhouJd 
be  preached  for  him;  but  as  this  was  not  found  till  after  his  in¬ 
terment,  his  affectionate  friend,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Francis^ 
performed  the  funeral  folemnities.  His  text  on  this  folemn 
occafion  was  Phil.  i.  21.  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift ,  and  to  die  is 
gain.  From  which  he  considered,  the  excellent  life,  and 
the  gainful  death  of  Paul.  And  then  jecondly,  applied  the  words 
to  the  deceafed;  not  as  at  any  time  the  vaunting  language  of 
his  lips;  but  as  the  humble  and  ardent  defire  of  his  devotional 
heart.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fermon,  the  corpfe,  which  had  been 
in  the  place  of  worfhip  ail  the  time  of  fervice,  was  interred  in 
the  yard,  near  the  meeting-houfe  door;'after  which,  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis,  who  remained  in  the  pulpit,  recommended  to  the  very 
numerous  audience  a  due  improvement  of  the  labours  of  this 
great  man  of  God,  and  infilled  cn  the  importance  of  being 
prepared  for  death. 

ivlr.  Beddome  had  arrived  at  the  good  old  age  of  79  years 5 
55  of  which  he  miniftered  at  Bourton.  He  departed  this 
life  September  3,  1795.  We  believe  he  has  not  printed  any 
thing  befide  his  Catechifm,  mentioned  above,  and  the  Midland 
Affociation  Letter  in  1765.  He  has,  however,  left  behind 
him  numerous  (ketches  of  fermons.  From  thefe  manulcripts 
a  feleClion  might  be  made  which  would  probably  redound  as 
much  to  his  credit,  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  religious  public. 
But  whether  we  are  to  be  favored  with  this  defirable  publica¬ 
tion  or  not,  muff  be  left  to  his  worthy  fons,  whofe  wifdom, 
difcretionjand  public  fpirit,  leave  us  not  entirely  without  hope. 


THE  DYING  CHRISTIAN  BIDDING  ADIEU  TO  THE  WORLD 

Applicable  to  feveral  eminent  Miniffers  and  private  Chrifiians 

lately  deceafed. 

By  Benjamin  Francis,  A.  M. 

X. 

\  E  objefls  ot  fenfe,  and  enjoyments  of  time. 

Which  oft  have  delighted  my  heart; 

I  foon  fhall  exchange  you  for  views  more  fublime. 

And  joys  that  fhall  never  depart. 

2. 

i  hou  lord  of  the  day,  and  thou  queen  of  the  night3 
I  o  me  ye  no  longer  are  knov/n  : 

I  foon  fhall  behold,  with  increafmg  delight, 

A  fun  that  fliall  never  go  down. 

3. 

i  e  wonderful  orbs  that  aflonifh  mine  eyes, 
h  our  glories  recede  from  my  fight: 

I  foon  fliall  contemplate  more  beautiful  fkies. 

And  ftars  more  tranfcendentiy  bright. 

i  e  mountains  and  vallies,  groves,  rivers,  and  plains, 

J  hou  earth,  and  thou  ocean,  adieu ! 
y.lorv  permanent  regions,  where  righteoufnefs  reigns, 

Frefent  their  bright  hills  to  my  view. 

;  5. 

My  ^ov  d  habitation,  and  garden,  adieu! 

No  longer  my  footfteps  ye  greet; 

A  manfion  ceieflial  Hands  full  in  my  view, 

And  paradiie  welcomes  my  feet. 

%  .  6. 

wly  weeping  relations,  my  brethren  and  friends, 

^hofe  fouis  are  entwin’d  with  my  own; 
iidieu,  for  the  prefent !  my  fpirit  afeends, 

Where  friendfhip  immortal  is  known. 

7* 

My  cares  and  my  labours,  my  fickneft  and  pain, 

Ana  lorrows  are  now  at  an  end : 

T  ye  fummit  ot  blifs  I  fhall  fpeedily  pain, 

A  n'J  of  perfection  afeend. 
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- 

The  fight  of  tranfgrefibrs  fhall  grieve  me  no  more* 
''hVLidft  foes  I  no  longer  abide : 

My  conflict  with  fin,  and  with  finners  is  o’er  ; 

With  faints  I  (hall  ever  refide. 

9- 

Thou  vale  of  affliction  my  footfteps  have  trod. 

With  trembling,  with  grief,  and  with  tears, 

I  joyfully  quit  for  the  mountain  of  God; 

There!  there!  its  bright  fummit  appears, 

10. 

No  lurking  temptation,  defilement,  nor  fear. 

Again  fhall  difquiet  my  breaft; 

In  Jefus’  fair  image  I  foon  fhall  appear. 

For  ever  ineffably  bleft, 

ii* 

My  fabbaths  below  that  have  been  my  delight. 

And  thou  the  bled  volume  divine, 

Ye’ve  guided  my  footfteps,  like  ftars  during  night? 
Adieu  !  my  conductors  benign. 

12. 

The  fun  that  illumines  the  regions  of  light, 

Now  fhines  on  mine  eyes  from  above: 

But  O  !  how  tranfcendently  glorious  the  fight! 

My  foul  is  all  wonder  and  love. 

*3- 

Thou  tottering  feat  of  dneafe  and  of  pain, 

Adieu  !  my  diifolving  abode : 

But  I  fn all  behold  and  poffefs  thee  again, 

A  beautiful  building  of  God. 

14. 

Come  death  :  when  thy  cold  hand  my  eyelids  fhall  clofe 
And  lay  my  pale  corpfe  in  the  tomb ; 

My  foul  fhall  enjoy  an  eternal  repofe, 

Above  in  my  heavenly  home. 

*5- 

But  O  !  what  a  life,  what  a  reft,  what  a  joy, 

Shall  I  know  when  I’ve  mounted  above! 

Praife!  praife  !  fhall  my  triumphing  powers  employ, 

My  God !  I  fhall  burn  with  thy  love, 

1 6. 

Come !  come !  my  Redeemer,  this  moment  releafe 
'Fire  foul  thou  hail  bought  with  thy  blood. 

And  bid  meafeend  the  fair  regions  of  peace, 

To  feaft  on  the  fmiles  of  my  God. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  COLLEGE . 

Providence,  September  5,  1795* 

ON  Wednefday  laft  was  celebrated,  in  the  Baptift  Meeting- 
houfe  in  this  town,  the  anniverfary  commencement  of  Rhode 
Iflar.d  College. — Colonel  Taylor’s  company  attended  the  ufual 
proceffion,  together  with  a  band  of  malic.  After  prayer  by  the 
Preiident,  fucceeded  the  following  exercifes : 

An  Oration— On  the  Impolicy  of  Oppofing  opinion  by  force— 
the  faiutatory  Addrefles,  by  John  Smith. 

An  intermediate  Oration — On  national  Greatnefs,  by  Jofeph 
Eaton 

An  intermediate  Oration — Shewing  that  Literature  is  the  moil 
permanent  bafis  of  Felicity,  by  Charles  O.  Screven. 

An  Oration — On  the  general  effe&s  of  Luxury  on  Science,  by 
Ifaac  Averel. 


Music. — A  difpute  on. this  queftion,  “  Whether  the  love  of 
Fame  is  advantageous  to  Mankind  ?”  by  John  Lufcombe,  Peleg 
Chandler,  and  John  A.  Hazard. 

An  Oration — On  Deifm,  confidered  as  a  prelude  to  the  univer** 
fal  Eftablilhment  of  Chriftianity,  by  Amos  Hopkins. 

An  intermediate  Oration— On  Commerce,  by  Thomas 
Screven. 

An  Oration—— On  the  death  of  Stephen  Torrey,  by  Stephen 
Cutler.  r 


Music.  An  Oration — On  the  State  of  Literature  in  the 
United  States — by  Gaius  Dean. 

An  Oration  On  the  Immortality  of  Brutes — by  Simeon 
Marcy. 


An  Oration  On  the  Progrefs  of  Science— by  James  Gurney. 
An  intermediate  Ora  lion— On  the  Origin  and  Evils  of  political 
OpprelTion — by  Jofeph  W.  Crofman. 


AFTERNOON. 

Music.  An  intermediate  Oration— On  Faction — by  Tames; 
Gordon.  J 

A  DiiTertation — On  the  Theatre— by  Abiel  Williams. 

A  DiiTertation,  in  Latin— On  War— by  liaac  Briggs. 

An  Oration— On  the  Advantages  refulting  from  the  Art  of 
Printing— by  Oliver  Wifwell. 

•  ^USIiC*'7^rn  intermcdiate  Oration— On  the  neceflity  of  fub- 
jetting  the  Paffions  to  Reafon— by  Eraltus  Earned. 

Jan.  1796, 
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An  intermediate  Oration — On  the  advantages  of  Commerce, 
by  Samuel  G.  Arnold. 

An  intermediate  Oration — On  the  advantages  of  Men  of 
Genius  to  Mankind,  by  Elifha  Fifk. 

An  Oration* — On  the  Influence  of  Government  on  the  Spirit 
of  Nations,  by  Andrew  Morton. 

Valedictory  Addreffes,  and  an  Oration — On  Mental  Improve¬ 
ment,  by  William  Baylies. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  then  conferred  by  the 
Prelident  on  the  following  young  Gentlemen,  Alumni  of  the 
College  :  Samuel  G,  Arnold,  Ifaac  Averell,  William  Baylies, 
Ifaac  Briggs,  Peleg  Chandler,  Jofeph  W.  Crofman,  Stephen 
Cutler,  Gains  Dean,  Jofeph  Eaton,  ElilhaFiik,  James  Gordon, 
James  Gurney,  John  A.  Hazard,  Amos  Hopkins,  E  raft  us  Larned, 
John  Lufcombe,  Simeon  Marcy,  Andrew  Morton,  Charles  O. 
Screven,  Thomas  Screven,  John  Smith,  Afaph  Thomfon,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  Abiel  Williams,  John  Window,  and  Oliver  WifwelL 

The  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  young  gentlemen.  Alumni  of  this  College  :  William 
Hunter,  Obadiah  Penniman,  Richard  Stites,  Ebenezer  Withington, 
William  Folwell,  Bildad  Barney,  Levi  Wheaton,  George  Patten, 
Nathaniel  Hazard,  Joel  Briggs,  and  James  B.  Mafon. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Maher  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  Mr#' 
Ifaac  Tomkins,  of  New-Bedford ;  Mr.  Eliphalet  Note,  of  Plain- 
field  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Dunn,  of  New-York. 

Mr.  Andrew  Beattie,  of  Harvard-College,  was  admitted  ad 
eundem. 

The  decree  of  DoClor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Reverend 

O 

John  Prince,  of  Salem,  Mafiachufetts. 

The  Reverend  DoClor  Stillman  concluded  with  prayer/ 

In  the  forenoon  the  houfe  was  lefs  crowded,  on  account  of  tho 
weather.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  full,  and  the  exercifes  of  the 
young  Gentlemen  were  received  with  applaufe,  and  refleCled 
honour  on  the  inftruClors  of  the  College. 

The  Corporation  of  the  College,  at  their  anniverfary  Meeting 
this  week,  eledled  the  Reverend  Perez  Fobes,  L.  L.  D.  a  Fellow, 
and  the  Reverend  Charles  Thompfon,  a  Truflee  of  the  College. 
They  alfo appointed  Dr.  John  Williams,  Steward  of  the  College, 
and  Mr.  Timothy  Briggs,  Tutor  elect. 
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THE 

YORK  AND  LANCASHIRE  ASSOCIATION 

OF  PARTICULAR  BAPTISTS, 

Alfembled  at  Bacup ,  in  Lancajhire ,  27,  28,  1795* 

Wednefday ,  met  at  two  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  Sutcliff,  of 
Olney,  introduced  divine  worfhip  by  tinging ;  explained  the 
defign  of  the  aifociation,  and  prayed.  Brother  Pilling,  of  Good- 
fhaw-chapel,  preached  from  Pfal.  cxxx.  5.  I  wait  for  the  Lord, 
my  foul  doth  wait,  and  in  his  word  do  I  hope*  And  Brother  Oddy,  of 
Haworth,  concluded  by  prayer. 

Met  again  at  fix  in  the  evening.  Brother  Sharp  was  chofen 
moderator,  and  parcelled  out  a  hymn,  Brother  Brigg,  an  approved 
preacher  in  the  church  at  Salendine  Nook,  prayed.  The  letters 
from  the  churches  were  read,  and  the  moderator  clofed  by  prayer. 

Thurfday ,  met  at  half  pad  nine  in  the  morning.— -Brother  Miller 
opened  the  fervice,  by  tinging  and  prayer.  Brother  Littlewood 
preached  from  Mat.  v.  20.  For  l  fay  unto  you.  That  except  your 
right eoufnej s  Jhall  exceed  the  righteouf  iejs ,  <3c.  Brother  Hartley 
alfo  preached  from  Pfal.  Ixxxv,  10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met 
together ;  righteoufnefs  and  peace  have  kijfed  each  other .  And  the 
fervice  was  clofed  by  Brother  Sharp,  with  Tinging  and  prayer. 

Met  again  at  two  in  the  afternoon.  The  circular  Letter,  pre¬ 
pared  by  Brother  Stutterd,  On  the  most  likely  means  foil 
the  revivalof  religion,  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered 
tube  printed.  It  fills  11  pages  oCtavo. 

Agreed,  that  the  next  Aifociation  be  held  at  Accrington,  on  the 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  Whitfun-week,  1796.  The  Brethren 
Hyde  ,  Afhworih,  and  Fawcett,  are  requefted  to  preach  ;  or,  in  cafe 
of  failure.  Brother  Shuttleworth,  Brother  Miller,  and  Brother 
Littlewood.  Put  up  at  the  Black  Bull. 

That  the  circular  Letter  be  drawn  up  by  Brother  Littlewood, 
on  the  Evidence  and  Bleifednefs  of  the  Lord’s  Prefence  with  his 
People.  Since  the  ialt  Aifociation,  decreafed  6. 


SUFFOLK  and  NORFOLK  ASSOCIATION,  1795. 

THE  minifters  and  meifengers  of  the  Aifociated  churches 
met  at  Ipfwich,  on  Tuefday,  June  the  2d.  Brother  Hall  begun 
the  worfhip  of  God  by  a  Hymn  which  was  fung;  and  after  read¬ 
ing  the  cxxxii.  Pfalm,  and  Brother  Cole  had  engaged  in  Prayer,  he 
gave  a  few  introductory  hints  expreflive  of  the  defign  and  im¬ 
portance  of  Affociations.  Brother  Hupton  was  chofen  Moderator. 
I  he  Baptilt  churches  at  Difs  and  Dereham,  in  Norfolk,  the  for¬ 
mer  under  the  Rev.  Charles  Farmery’s  paitoral  care,  and  the 
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lawr  under  lhe_Rev.  Robert  Denham’s,  were  received  as  branch 
es  of  the  Affocution.  The  Letters  from  the  different  churches 
gave  caufe  for  fympathy  and  forrovv ;  but  more  for  gratitude  and 
joy.  It  appeared  that  many  valuable  members  in  the  courfe  of 
the  year  had  been  removed  to  the  church  triumphant,  yet  a 
g  eater  number  had  joined  the  refpedive  Societies  amongft  us. 
Alt  the  churches  were  in  peace,  and  moft  of  them  in  a  proJperou* 
foliation.  Brother  Kail  then  produced  the  circular  Letter,  which 
was  read,  approved,  figned  by  the  Moderator  on  behalf  of  the 
tociation,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  it  be  tranfmitted 
to  each  chut  ch.  1  he  iubjeft  of  it  was,  a  walking  with  God, 
AND  WORTHY  OF  HIM,  UNTO  ALL  WELL-PLEASING. 

-  ,,fter/ln£ln£’  1Brother  HaH  propofed  a  meeting  of  prayer, 
in  the  auociated  churches,  on  the  fir  ft  Monday  of  every  calendar 
month,  lor  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  nation  ;  the  fpread 
and  fuccels  of  tn*  Gofpel  among  the  heathen  in  diftant  lands ;  the 
carrying  on  the  work  of  converfton,  and  the  revival  of  religion 
tn  the  afiociated  churches,  and  others  around  us.  The  mofon 
was  cordially  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  the  time  fixed 
en  was  feveno  clock  mthe  evening  in  fummer,  and  fix  in  the 

winter,  inis  opportunity  was  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother 
iiawlon. 


.Tune  the  3d,  worfhip  began  at  10  o’clock.  Brother  Truelove 
prayed.  Brother  Beard  preached  from  the  10th  of  John,  and  the 
4th.  verfe;  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Woodbridge,  concluded.  Met 
again  in  the  afternoon,  at  2  o’clock.  Brother  Farmery  prayed. 
Brotner  Hupton  preached  from  Eph.  iii.  8.  and  Brother  Trivett 
concluded.  The  Evening  fervice  commenced  at  half  after  fix. 
.Brother  Hutchings  prayed.  Brother  Denham  preached  from  the 
I  kings  vi.  7.  Brother  Cratherne,  of  Dedham,  concluded.  The 
praifes  of  God  were  fung  as  ufual. 

It  was  a  very  peaceful,  pleaftng,  and  profitable  Affociation. 
Ihe  next  Meeting,  God  willing,  to  be  held  at  Worftead,  in 
Norfolk.  Brethren  Hall  and  Hupton  to  preach;  in  cafe  of  failure, 
Brotner  Farmery  To  meet  at  Mr.  Gulley’s  at  12  o’clock,  the 
firit  Tuelday  in  Juue,  1796. 


STATE  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 


Added 

1  Claxton  8 

2  Worftead  7 
%  Ipfwich  26 

4  Oil's  9 

|  Dereham  6 

Dead 

3 

10 

3 

4- 

4 

I 

Separated 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Difmifled 

0 

1 

1 

0 

• 

0 

Members 

1 56 

1 25 

8$ 

31 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

56 

2 1 

5 

2f 

Xncreafc  28. 


SEEVIATSS 


(  333  ) ' 

breviates  of  the 

MIDLAND  ASSOCIATION, 

V.'hlch  met  at  Bc-zvdley,  in  Worcefterjhire,  May  26  and  27,  1795. 

Tuefday  evening  6. 

brother  Taylor,  of  Woolverhampton,  prayed.  Brother  Mafon 
was  choien  Moderator:  the  Letters  from  the  churches  were  read, 
and  tiie  Moderator  concluded  the  lervice  with  prayer. 

Wednefday  morning  6. 

rethren  Bolton  and  J.  Williams  prayed:  Brother  Pearce  read 

b'ins  ,ppmi  by  <*•  ***** 

Contributions  were  received  from  the  churches  for  the  eflab- 

aft  ve“r'«°lf  "  Aff“,a“°n,  f“nd’.  for  the  purpofes  expreffed  in  the 
alt  y^r  s  letter;  and  the  following  regulations  were  agreed  to- 

m'h  IhfiZ  K  S  be  reduCed  t0  three  anm>al!y,  fo  as, 
,  the  Aiiocxation,  to  conlhtute  quarterly  meetings. 

.  1  he  pallors  of  the  affociated  churches,  prefent  at  either  of 

J."  Ail  appLcations  Ihall  be  made  to  the  committee  at  one  of 
theya^eTeque^d  to‘hSS  ’  ^  churches  aPP<y  for  affiftance, 

nually  to  its  fupport  5  “nd  ““tribute  Willing  an- 

.t.eltiJg'f'ort^ll^rnrBdarV’d  "lInU£eS  °f  t!le  ~ittee 

«S£  ££?  aSttH 

6.  Brother  Pearce  be  eletfed  treafuren 

_  Re.otved  a  fo.  That  the  monthly  prayer  meetino-  f„  a 
vival  of  religion  abroad  qnrlnt  u  J  V  y  feting,  *or  the  re- 

obferved  by  all  the  churches.  ^  COntlnued>  and  ferio ally 

.  fhe  Million  Society,  formed  by  our  brerhr-n  «♦.  v 

is  ’\orthy  the  encouragement  of  all  our  fit  t  ri  ^  l  Kettering, 

Its  lupport  be  particularly  recommend*  1  ®nd  that 

alfociation.  i  nUeU  t0  lIle  churches  of  this 

1  hat  Monday,  the  6th  of  July,  be  obferved  asa  dav  r>rf  a- 
prayer,  on  account  ofthe  diftrefl>«  nf„  da>  0:  faftmgand 

1  lances  of  religion  among  us  '  3nd  tile  circum- 

Brother  J.  Smith  concluded  this  fervice  with  waver 
fronM*  ^pray e*d ^ oTcofiy8"10^  ^ 

Tl.™.,  «U^br,  p.AA'nldS S £%£££* 

*  3  °  In 
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In  the  evening  met  at  fix.  Brother  Smith,  of  Cofely, ,  prayed ^ 
Brother  T.  Edmonds*  of  Upton,  preached  from  Matt,  viii.i  1,1 2. 
And  I  fay  unto  you ,  that  many  Jhall  come  from  the  eaft  and  weft}  Sc  c. 
Brother  Dawfon  prayed,  and  difmiffed  the  affembiy. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  brethren.  Brother  Palmer,  of  Salop, 
preached  the  Thurfday  morning,  from  Rom.i.  16.  Brother  Smith 
of  Perfhore  begun,  and  Brother  G.  Williams,  the  pauor  or  t  e 
church  at  Bevvdley,  ended  the  fervice  by  prayer.  ^ 

State  of  the  churches  fince  the  laft  Alfociation. 


lncreafe. 


By  Baptifm 
By  Letter 
Reftored 


61 

7 


Decreafe. 

By  Letters  of  Difmiffion  -  7 

Exclulion  -  -  20 

Death  -  -  20 


69  47 

Clear  Inereale  this  year,  22. 

The  double  leftares  to  be  obferved  the  year  enfuing  as  follows : 

1.  Cannon-ftreet,  Birmingham,  Auguft  5,  1795- 

2.  Ryeford,  near  Rofs,  September  23,  1795- 

3.  Evelham,  April  1,  1796.  , 

The  next  Affociation  to  be  held  at  Dudley,  on  Tuefday .. 

Wednefday  in  the  Whitfun  week.  Brethren  Smith,  of  1  erlho,  , 
and  Dawfon  (now  fupplying  at  Worcefter),  to  preach:  in  cafe  01 
failure!  Brother  Pearce  bf  Birmingham.  A  wtfh  was  expreffed 
before  the  Affociation  clofed,  that  the  elders  and  meuengei  s  or 
the  affociate  churches  would  be  in  Dudley  early  enottg  ^  ne  en- 

fuing  year,  to  have  opportunity  for  uting  ov '  •  »  Affociation 
table  of  the  Lord  ;  and  thus  enter  on  the  affairs  of  the  Ailocia  - 

with  the  moil  animating  pledge  o!  Chnlban  love. 

Put  up  at  the  hotel. 


A  LIST  OF  THE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  MONTHLY  MEETINGS 

IN  LONDON  AND  SOUT  HWARK, 

For  the  7  ear  V79^‘ 


lace. 


Time . 


Mr.  Dore’s 
Mr.  Booth's 
Mr.  Button’s 
M-r.Tim.Thomas  s 
Dr-  Rippon’s 
Mr.  Swain’s 
Wild  Street 
Mr.  Martin’s 
Mr.  Burn  hide’s 

Mr. T  ho. Thomas’s 
Mr.  Hutchings’s 


fan.  21 
Feb.  25 
Mar.  2.1 
April  2  i 
M  ay  1 9 
[une 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
061. 
iNov. 


2 1 

25 

22 

20 

24 


Booth 
[  1  utchings 
Rippon 
Dore  . 

Button 
Martin 
Booth 

Tho.  Thomas 

Swain 
Tim.  Thomas  jStennett 
lStennett  .Burnfide 


Hutchings 

Rippon 

Dore 

Button' 

Martin 

Booth 

Tho.  Thomas. 


Swain 


Tim.  Thomas 


- pra 

Stennett 

Tim  .Thomas 

Booth 

Swain 

Dore 

Rippon 

Martin 

Hutchings 

Button 

iBurnfide 
Tho.  Thomas 


Service  to  begin  precifely  at  Eleven  o'clock. 

The  Minifter  of  the  Place  concludes.  £S 


[ 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  THREE 

PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS 

In  the  Principality  of  WALES  in  the  Year  1795. 

I.  THE  SOUTH  EAST  ASSOCIATION. 

At  Cross  y  Park*,  Gl amor ganjh ire,  4th  and  5th  of  June. 

Met  Wednesday  monrng  about  ten.  The  Brethren  J.  Evans 
and  William  Price  prayed;  then  Brother  James  Lewis,  or  Llan- 
wenarth,  preached  from  Mat.  xxiv.  14.  in  Welfh;  and  Brother 
James  Williams,  of  Rofs,  in  Englifh,  from  Mat.  xxviii.  20.  and 
Brother  J.  Reynolds,  in  Welfh,  from  Eph.  ii.  8.  RIe  dofed  the 
whole  in  prayer.  Adjourned  about  two  hours  for  refrefhment. 

Met  again ;  Brother  Morgan  Evans  prayed ;  then  Brother 
John  Jones  of  Ramoth,  N.  Wales,  preached  from  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 
Brother  John  Richard  from  Ifa.  lv.  1 1.  and  Brother  David  Evans, 
of  Maes-y-berllan,  from  Phil.  iii.  12.  Thefe  three  in  Welfh,  and 
the  laft  concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  Thurjday  morning,  at  nine.  The  Brethren  W.  Jenkins, 
and  David  Fowell  prayed;  the  letters  from  the  churches  were 
read,  and  minutes  taken.  It  appeared,  that  out  of  twenty- 
two  churches  in  the  connexion,  there  were  four  without  any 
addition  laft  year:  peace  and  unity  prevailing  in  the  get/eraL 
The  greateft  numbers  of  additions  to  particular  churches  were 
1 1,  13,  20,  29,  62— all  the  reft  under  ten.— -Brother  James  Lewis 
read  the  circular  Letter,  which  was  approved.  Then  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  were  confidered  and  agreed  upon  : 

That  Ebenezer,  in  Merthyr-tydfil,  fhouid  be  permitted  to 
apply  to  the  churches  for  aftiftance  towards  defraying  the  ex¬ 
pen  fes  of  building  their  meeting-houfe.  That  the  churches 
ihould  obferve  the  Wednefday  month  after  the  Aftbciation,  as  a  day 
oi  humiliation  before  God,  on  account  of  the  frowning  appear¬ 
ances  of  Providence  ;  and  return  thanks  for  his  great  compaftions 
hitherto. 

That  the  next  Aftbciation  be  at  Blaenau,  Monmouthfhire,  on 
the  ftrft  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June  1796.  Brother  David 
Lewis  to  preach ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure,  Brother  Zecharias 
Thomas.  The  letters  to  be  read  Wednefdav  afternoon. 

JAMES  LEWIS,  Moderator. 


Baptized  - 
Redo  red  - 
Received  by  Letters 


226 

23 

5 


Dead 

Excluded 

Difmifled 


43 

24 

3 


70 


254 

Jncreafe  184. 

*  This  place  joes  by  feveral  names,  fee  the  Resifter,  April  1795,  P*  r7^- 

z  4  The 
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336  the  south  west  association. 

.  The  cIrcular  letter  fliews  the  excellency  and  perfe&ion  of  the 
divine  word ;  whofe  promifes  and  precepts  fuit  the  believer  m 
every  cafe;  and  then  treats  of  the  neceffity  and  importance  of 
felf-demal,  and  humility,  of  which  Chrift  gave  the  nobleft  pattern, 

IX.  THE  SOUTH  WEST  ASSOCIATION, 

At  Aberduar,  Carmarthen/hire ,  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  June. 

IVTet  at  tvvelve  on  Tuefday.  The  Brethren  Thomas  Evans,  of 
Aberyftwyth,  Evan  Lloyd,  and  D.  Evans,  prayed.  When  the 
Letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  it  appeared,  that,  out  of 
27  churches  in  the  connexion,  two  had  no  increafe  of  numbers. 
To  other  individual  churches  were  added  10,  13,  14,  22,  24,  29, 
45?  48,  66,  111,  ipg;  all  the  reft  under  ten.  The  churches 
generally  in  peace,  and  the  profpe£l  in  feveral  very  promiftng, 
but  attended  with  complaints.  In  fome  churches,  promiftng 
gifts  for  the  miniftry  appear,  which  is  a  very  kind  providence, 
when  the  harveil  is  fo  extenftve,  and  the  faithful  labourers  fo  very 
few.  Though  wide  and  alarming  breaches  have  been  made  by 
the  death  of  abk  minifters  in  England,  through  the  three  Aftbci- 
ations  in  the  Principality,  there  had  been  but  one  removed  by 
death  before  June,  yet  breaches  had  happened  by  emigration. 
The  omy  ordained  minifter  removed  by  death  before  the  Aftbcia- 
tion,  was  Mr.  l  homas  Henry,  the  co-paftor  at  Ebenezer,  in  Pem- 
brokefhire*.  But  at  the  very  time,  an  afFefling  providence  took 
place.  Brother  Geo.  Rees,  in  confequence  of  being  appointed  to 
preach  at  the  Afibciation,  began  his  journey.  He  preached  at  a 
place  on  the  road,  and  was  as  ufual,  little  expe&ing  that  to  be 
his  laft  fermon.  But  he  came  on  to  Aberduar,  and  found  himfeif 
unwell.  It  was  thought  prudent  for  him  not  to  attempt  preaching. 
He  grew  worfe,  and  died  on  the  13th. 

#  Mr.  George  Rees  began  to  preach  about  1743.  He  exercifed 
his  talents  in  the  church  at  Llangloffan  with  acceptance  for 
many  years;  yet,  as  there  were  already  fenior  minifters  in  the 
church,  he  was  not  ordained  there  till  1753.  That  year,  he,  and 
two  more,  were  let  apart.  About  *  770,  the  church  at  Rhydwilim, 
being.deftitute  of  a  paftor,  applied  to  Mr.  George  Rees  to  help 
them  in  their  deftitute  Rate ,  which  he  did  occaftonally.  He  was 
then  w idled  to  undertake  the  paftoral  care  of  them.  His  own 
church  was  not  willing  to  give  km  up.  In  1771,  he  engaged 
to  preach  and  adminifter  ordinances  to  them  occaftonally  in 
their  then  prefent  ftraits,  to  which  his  own  church  contented,  but 
not  to  dilmifs  him.  Things  continued  thus  till  1775,  when 
Llanc  loftan,  who  had  ether  minifters,  compiled,  and  gave  him  an 
honourable  dihniftion.  That  year  he  was  fettled  in  the  paftoral 
care  at  Rhydwilim,  where  he  ferved  with  acceptance  and  fuccefs. 

It  was  h.s  honor  and  felicity,  before  he  left  the  ftage,  to  lhare  in 
the  uncommon  revival  in  thoie  parts  of  late  years.  The  additions 


#  See  Regifter,  No.  3.  p.  22 . 
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to  his  church  for  five  years  pad,  ftand  thus  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Affociation!,  1790,  11— 1791,  7 — 1792,  13—- 1793,  30—1794, 
go — 179 5,  48. — There  was  a  peculiar  cordiality  and  fidelity  in 
his  friendfhip.  In  his  letter,  dated  May  1794,  he  cave  the 
names  of  the  feveral  helpers  and  probationers  in  the  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  feniority,  as  recorded  in  the  new  volume  of  the 
Regifter,  page  19.  He  fays,  u  We  have  great  mercies,  80  added 
fince  our  laft  Affociation,  and  a  profpedt  of  more.  I  believe,’* 
laid  he,  “  none  have  been  baptized  at  Rhydwilim  but  thofe  who 
profeffed  to  believe  there  are  three  Perfons  in  the  Godhead,  yet 
but  one  God:  and  this  has  been  our  eonfefiion  from  the  firft 
day  to  this  hour*.”  He  died  the  1  3th  of  June  1795  ,  aged  about 
74.  Having  been  in  the  miniftry  half  a  century,  or  more. 

The  letters  having  been  read  at  Aberduar,  Brother  Morgan  Rees 
concluded  that  opportunity  in  prayer.  Adjourned  to  refrefh  u 
little. 

Metagain  about  four.  Brother  David  Lewis  prayed;  then 
Erother  Benjamin  Phillips  preached  from  1  Cor.  xii.  13,  And 
ha  ve  been  all  ?nadeto  drink  into  one  J'pirit ,  &c,  and  Brother  j.  Jones 
from  Col.  i.  1 8.  And  he  is  the  head ,  Sec.  He  concluded  in  prayer. 

Met  at  eight  Wednefday  morning.  Brother  Morgan  Evans 
prayed;  after  that,  Brother  Z.  Thomas  read  the  circular  letter, 
which  being  approved  of,  the  following  articles  were  propofed, 
and  agreed  upon: 

1.  That  the  churches  meeting  at  Blaengwaun,  Newport,  Felin- 
ganol,  Ffynnon,  Bwlch-gwynt,  and  Cwm-Ifor,  be  members  of 
our  Affociation  f . 

2.  As  to  members  who  remove  from  one  church  to  another,  it 
is  judged,  that  the  churches,  of  which  fuch  perfons  are  members, 
fiiould  give  them  regular  difmiftions  without  improper  delay. 

3.  To  exhort  the  churches  to  attend  the  circumftances  of  young 
men  gifted  for  the  miniftry,  who  are  deficient  in  ufeful  education, 
but  whofe  circumftances  will  not  enable  them  to  obtain  what  they 

want;  and  alfo  to  confiaer  how  much  they  can  do  annually  to  alfilt 
fuch  perlons. 

4.  Every  church  that  duly  confiders  circumftances,  we  are  per- 
/haded,  wid  obferve  the  Wednefday  month  after  the  affociation, 
for  humiliation  and  thankfgiving. 

5*  d  he  next  affociation  to  be  at  Rhydwilim,  on  the  2d  Wed- 
11  el  day  and  Thurfday  in  June;  the  Brethren  W.  Williams,  Miles 
Edwaias,  and  J.  Jones  to  preach.  The  meffengers  are  defired 

to  meet  on  the  Tuefday  at  two,  to  read  the  Letters.  Adiourned 
for  a  fhort  time. 


..  .  HENRY  DAVID,  Moderator. 

Met  again  at  eleven.  The  brethren  J.  Edwards  and  Daniel 


*  Th.ls;  he  hnd,  probably,  left  it  ftiould  be  iufpecfteu  at  the  church  at 
Khydwilim  was  any  way  inclined  to  Sabellianifm. 

f  I hefe  fix  are  new  churches  lately  formed  out  of  diftant  branch«s  of 
churches,  with  mutual  content  and  approbation  on  ail  hands. 


Davies 


33$ 


THE  NORTH  WALES  ASSOCIATION, 


Davies  prnyea-  then  Brother  Gabriel  Reas  preached  from  2  Peter 
m.  18.  grow  in  grace,  See.  Brother  Benjamin  Davis  in 
Engiim  and  Welfh,  trom  Pial.  cxliv.  15.  Happy  is  that  people ,  &c 

P°*er  .[fln  from  Mat.  xvi.  lS.  And  I  fay  unto  thee,  &c. 
Brother  Henry  David  preached  from  i  Pet.  i.  la.  But  with  the 
freaout  blood ,  See.  And  he  concluded  the  affiliation  by  prayer. 
IUanywent  rejoicmg  towards  their  refpeftive  homes,  perfuaded 
t  lAt  od  had  been  in  the  aftembly.  In  the  evening  Brother 
C.  Evans  preached  from  Mat.  xiii.  45.  and  Brother  D,  Richard 
from  2  Tim.  ii.  22. 

Baptized  -  -  -  656  ]  Dead  -  -  -  -  6r 

Reftored  -  -  -  45  \  Excluded  -  62 

Received  by  Letters  ‘  2  }  Difmifled  -  *  -  3 


130 


703  ^ 

Increale  573. 

This  circular  Letter,  after  a  friendly  introdu&ory  addrefs, 
COnfifts  1.  of  Warnings ,  2.  of  Exhortations ,  and  3.  of  Confolations . 


III.  THE  NORTH  WALES  ASSOCIATION, 

At  Horeb,  Carnarvonjhire ,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  JW. 

Met  Wednefday  morning.  The  Brethren  William  Roberts  and 
John  Prichard  prayed;  then  Brother  j.  Edwards  preached 
from  Gal.  v.  1.  and  Brother  J.  Jones  from  Phil.  i.  6.  ciofed  in 
prayer  by  Brother  R.  Michael.  Adjourned  a  fliort  time. 

Metabout  two.  Brother  jofeph  Richard  prayed;  and  Brother 
Thomas  Jones  preached  from  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  and  Brother  Chr. 
Evans  from  Pfal.  xlii.  7.  and  concluded  by  prayer. 

Met  again  about  fix.  Brother  Edmund  Francis  prayed;  then 
Brother  D.  Richard  preached  from  iPet.  iv.  18.  and  Brother 
N.  Lewis  from  Zeph.  in.  17,  he  ado  concluded  by  prayer.  The 
aftembly  had  reafon  to  believe  that  he  who  inhabiteth  the  praifes 
of  Ifraei  was  with  them  through  the  whole  day.  Adjourned  to 
next  morning. 

Met  Thurjday  morning.  After  Brother  Morris  Griffiths  prayed, 
the  Letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  which  gave  occasion  for 
joy;  but  there  were  peculiar  caufes  of  grief  and  forrow. — • 
Two  churches,  Cefn  and  Lloreb,  were  deprived  of  their  pallors, 
who  had  emigrated  to  America,  which  was  not  only  a  lofs  to 
themfelves,  but  to  the  other  churches  in  North  Wales.  The 
Breth  ren  jenkin  David  of  Cefn,  and  lohn  Williams  of  Horeb, 
were  acceptable  minifters.  The  faithful  labourers  are  few  in 
that  country,  when  it  is  confidered  how  very  extenfive  the  har- 
vell  is.  Neverthelefs,  the  Lord  feems  to  be  railing  up  more  mi¬ 
nifters  for  his  own  work.  Two  of  the  ten  churches  were  without 
increafe,  The  greateft  additions  to  individual  churches  were 
17,  21,  23,  the  reft  under  ten.  The.  following  articles  were 
agreed  upon; 

1.  To. 


1 
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I.  To  admit  Brother  Nicholas  Lewis  to  apply  to  t^  ^urche^ 
and  folicit  their  help  in  defraying  the  expente  oi  budding  the 

1 Mo„,h  after  .he 
m  and  pray,  on  account  of  the  various  alarming  calls  tnereto 

10  3C.hThe  next  Affociation  to  be  at  Glyn,  on  the  M  Wednefclay 
and  Thurfday  in  June  1796-  The  Brethren  gn  ^ynokis, 
Timothy  Thomas,  and  Chr.  Evans,  to  preach.  I  ne  wno 
eluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  Hugh  ™^yANS;  Moderator. 


Baptized  86 
Reftored  i 

37 


Dead 

Excluded 

Difmiffed 


H 


South  Eaft  284 

.  \ South  Weft  573 
Increafe-<North  46 

-  (  " - 

4i  Total  increnfe  903 

Increafe  46. 

■iY.  B.  In  all  the  three  Conventions  there  was  finging  at 
per  intervals,  intermixt  with  the  whole. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Brother  John  lones,  of  Ramoth,  Meirionethfhire,  hath  hi- 
therto  annually  attended  the  three  affociations.  In  the  fouth,  this 
year,  he  and  others  agreed,  that  the  northern  churches  would 
take  a  number  of  the  fouth  eaft  circular  letter,  and  thereby  fpare 
printing  one  of  their  own  ;  but  fend  their  Minutes  to  be  mfeited 
in  that  letter  ;  fo  the  printing  of  that  was  to  be  omitted  ti  s 
minutes  came.  Brother  J.  Jones  having  engaged  to  fend  them  by 
poll  without  delay,  wrote  them  out  the  very  la!,  day  o  e  mee 
ing  at  Horeb,  and  fent  the  Letter  by  one  oi  the  mmifters  who  was 
p-oine  by  the'  poft-officq.  But  by  lome  means  tne  ^  etU.,  mi  car 
ried,  and  was  loft.  After  long  waiting,  the  circular  Letter  was 
printed  without  thofe  minutes.  But  Brother  J.  Jones  wrote  them 

over  apain  on  purpofe  for  the  Register. 

2.  For  the  fake  of  conveniency,  there  was  a  little  aiieration 
made  at'  Aberduar  regarding  the  time  of  meeting.  It  was 
Tuefday  and  Wednefday,  inftead  of  Wednefday  and  rimrlday 
The  Brethren  John  Reynolds  and  Gab.  Rees  were  appointed  iaft 
year  to  preach  at  Horeb;  but  by  fame  means  the  former  was 
prevented.  Mr.  Geo.  Rees  died  oefore  tne  time. 

3.  South  Eaft,  22  churches;  South  Weft,  27;  North  ic.  The 
whole  59.  There  is  one  fmee  formed  in  the  north,  which  makes 
60  in  the  three  conventions.  It  is  very  rare  ior  any  chutch  not 
to  fend  a  Letter  and  mejfenger.  I  his  year  all  tne  chinches  fent 
Letters,  but  two  fent  no  meffengers,  on  account  of  diftance. 
2;  fent  three  meffengers  each  ;  8  fent  one  meffenger  each,  all  the 
reft  two.  Several  years  back,  it  was  reejuefted  or  the  churches 

not  to  fend  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  tha*  three  mefTengcrs. 

j.  THOMAS. 

list 


1 
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List 

°F  THE  rRINCIPAL  B00^  Lately  tubushed  bv  t„, 
baptists,  including  a  few  others. 


A. 

r>  *  .  ,  anonymous 

that  Publication.  The  pSm  an4  ^  C°M  in 

Jie  rerace  and  Notes  by  James  Dore. 

verfaries  with  fcurniolZ  d  lllS  converfion>  )le  treated  his  ad,' 
c;es  of  reafoning  which  fcldomfhrr’  arki  abufe:  a  fpe- 

ea.Ue,  and  never  confers  creZ  $  T  recoram™ding  a  bad 

CL0P.D.BR;;.S.X.°n  0Qe  1S  S°0d  *NCY* 

Sold  by  Sutton  and  Gurney,  London.  Price  is.  6d 

B. 

a  ytt  *  *  r  •  Jamf.s  B  i  c  he  no,  Newburv 

to  ftand  prepared  for  theCW  I,,habl,an?  ofl Great  Britain, 
Written  on  « ^Faii  Daf  4  °«  prefent  War 

is.  6d.  Parior.s.  °  S>  i79o-  8vo.  pp.  53.  Price 

rr.  .  ,  Rev.  James  Biggs,  Alcefter 

Hints  for  finding  out  of  Truth :  A  fernxm,  delivered  nt  A!  •  , 

at  a  meeting  of  Minifters,  September  o  .  Zr  T’ 

Knott,  London,  and  Heming,  Alcefter!"'  r‘1Ce  6d>  Sold  hy 

D. 

at Y,  ,  .  Rev.  George  Dyfr,  B.  A. 

Dinertation  on  the  Theory  and  Pradice  of  Benevolence. 

“  But  ’tis  not  that  compaffion  fhould  bellow 
_Vn  unavailing  tear  on  want  or  woe : 

J-vo  !  .  fairer  order  rifes  from  thy  plan, 
xiernenclmg  virtue,  and  adorning  man.” 

£0*  pp.  106.  Price  2s.  Kearfley. 

E. 

Rev.  John  Evans,  A.  M.  General  Baptift,  London 

SjTh  prCaCh/d  3t  W^P-R'eet,  Shoreditch,  October  ,8 
1795:,  being  a  lincere  Tribute  of  Re  fpe  ft  to  the  Memory  of 

D^D 'f  R  "s'61  D'  D‘  The  Rev-  Andrew  Kippi* 

V.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  and  the  Rev.  Rice  Harris  D  Dtn 

8vo.Cn PnceFit Xed  *  ^  ParticularB  of  ^eir  lives  and  writings. 

J.  Rev. 
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Rev.  Joseph  Jenkins,  D.  D.  London. 

1.  A  Defence  of  the  Raptifts,  againlt  the  Afperfions  and  Mifrepre- 
fentations  of  Mr.  Peter  Edwards,  in  his  Book,  entitled,  “  Can- 
didReafons  for  renouncing  the  Principles  of  Antipa?dobaptifm.’!' 
In  a  Series  of  Letters.  Sola  by  Martin,  Button,  Knott,  London  - 
and  Whitewood  and  Horley,  Portfmouth.  Price  2s, 

2.  The  Love  of  the  Brethren  proceeding  from  a  Perception  of  the 
Love  of  God :  A  fermon  occafioned  by  the  Death  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D.  who  departed  this  life,  Aug.  24,  170/:. 
I  reached  in  Little  Wild-Preet,  Lincoln’s-inn-Fields,  Sept.  6. 
1  E 95  •  By  Jofeph  Jenkins,  D.  D.  Together  with  the  Addrefs 
at  the  Interment,  by  Abraham  Booth.  Sold  by  Cadell,  Diily, 

and  the  bookfeilers  mentioned  under  the  former  Article* 
Price  1  s. 


K. 


*** 

Rev.  Joseph  Kinohorn,  Norwich. 

A  Defence  of  Infant  Baptifn ,  its  beft  Confutation  ;  being  a  Reply 
to  Mr.  Peter  Edwards’s  candid  Reafons  for  renouncing  tbs: 
I  rinciples  of  Antiptedobaptifm,  on  his  own  Ground. 

- Tu  dum  tua  Navis  in  alto  eft, 

Hoc  age,  ne  mutata  retrorfum  te  ferat  Aura.  Hor. 


iHin. 

*  zmo.  pp.  52.  Price  6d.  Sold  by  Button,  London ;  March 
ana  Annis,  Norwich. 

L. 

Rev  Samuel  Lowell,  an  Independent,  Woodbridge. 

The  lol  y  and  Evil  Tendency  of  Superftition  expofed  :  A  fermon 

fuggeiteA  by  the  late  Confecration  of  Colours  in  various  Parts 

is  Kingdom.  1  ext,  Afls - I perceive  that  in  all  things 

ye  are  loo  JuperJlitious.  * 


Superstition  is  the  amnfement  of  children,  the  idol  of  idtots 
and  the  contempt  of  fenfible  men.  Robinfon  "  * 

Sold  by  Conder,  Knott,  and  Chapman,  London;  and  the  An, 
tnor,  Woodbndge.  Price  is. 
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Periodical  Accounts  relative  to  the  Baptift  Society  for  prona- 
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there  mifreprefented,  are  fet  in  a  clear  and  true  light,  being  & 
proper  and  very  neceflary  fupplement  to  that  publication. 


When  truth  or  virtue  an  affront  endures, 

The  affront  is  mine,  my  friend,  and  fliould  be  yours. 

8vo.  pp.  82.  Sold  by  Cadell,  London;  Marlhall,  Lynn. 


Rev.  John  Ryland,  D.  D.  Briltol. 

I.  Christian  Instructions,  Part  I.  confiding  chiefly  of  E:r« 
tradte  from  the  Old  Teffament,  hifiorical,  do£trinal,  and  pro¬ 
phetical — primarily  defgned  for  the  affiftance  of  Missiona¬ 
ries  among  the  Heathen,  i 2iT)o.  pp.  68.  Price  4d. 
each,  or  25  for  7s.  Sold  by  Button,  London;  and  James,  Britt oL 

The  preface  of  this  pleafmg  piece  we  here  infert. 

<4  The  following  inftrudtions  were  drawn  up  by  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  G-ofpel  among  the 
Heathen,  which  was  formed  at  Kettering,  061.  2,  1792.  And 
being,  in  part,  read  at  their  Committee-Meeting  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  Sept.  16,  179G  when  two  young  Minifters  were  folemnly 
fet  apart  for  the  African  Million,  the  iociety  voted,  that  a  number 
Ihould  be  printed  at  their  expenfe. 

44  We  earneftly  wiih,  that  every  people  upon  earth  had  the 
whole  Bible  in  their  own  language ;  and  think  it  will  be  highly 
neceflary  (as  foon  as  it  can  be  executed  with  diffident  accuracy )* 
to  encourage  the  Miffionaries  to  attempt  trandating  it  into  the 
language  of  any  country  which  they  may  vidt,  where  any  con- 
fiderable  number  appear  attentive  to  ChrifLanity.  But  io  im¬ 
portant  a  work  mutt  not  be  performed  haftily.  Mean  while,  if  it 
pleafe  God  to  give  the  leaft  fuccefs  to  the  labours  of  our  Brethren, 
it  was  fuppofed  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  have  fome 
fhort  Iketches  of  feripture  hiflory,  and  doctrine,  ready -drawn  up 
to  their  hands.  Thefe  they  may  be  able  foon  to  tranflate,  and 
fend  them  home  to  be  printed  in  both  languages,  on  oppofite 
pages,  long  before  they  could  have  time  to  tranflate  the  Bible  ; 
or  could  be  a  flared  their  fit  ill  was  diffident  to  execute  lb  large  an 
under  taking  properly . 

“  The  defign  of  this  Tittle  attempt,  (which  may  be  followed 
by  a  larger  extratt,  chiefly  from  the  New  Teftament)  was  to  give 
only  fuch  an  outline  of  the  Old  Teftament  hiftory,  as  might  fuffidfe 
to  introduce  the  law  of  God,  illuttrate  the  fallen  fate  of  man, 
and  i'o  pave  the  way  for  an  explication  of  the  method  of  ialva- 
tion,  as  revealed  in  the  gospel  of  C hrist. 

44  Where  perfons,  brought  up  in  heathenifm,  have  already 
an  intercourfe  with  our  countrymen,  anu  iome  knowledge  of  our 
language,  thefe  inftru£lions  may  be  put  into  their  hands  in  Eng~ 
lifh.  And  perhaps  fome  may  be  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be 
improper,  or  uielefs,  to  diftribute  them  among  the  poor  at  home. 
If  io,  any  proft  nviftig  from  the  fale^  'would  he  devoted  to  the 
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This  little  publication  may  alfo  ferve  to  excite  perfons  of 
fuperior  talents,  to  prepare  other  felect  extracts,  aiFedionate 
addreffes,  or  very  plain  dialogues,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heathen, 
and  of  our  own  countrymen :  for  th  ck  darknefs  ftill  covers  molt 
of  the  earth:  and  even  mthis  land  of  light,  many  are  perifhing  for 
lack  of  knowledge.  All,  therefore,  who  know  the  truth  as  it 
in  Jefus,  Ihould  make  it  their  ambition  and  delight,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  be  felhw- helpers  of  the  truth .  Amend* 

2.  Chrtstian^:  M  1  lit  1  &  Viaticum;  or,  a  brief Direrioiy 
for  Evangelical  Miniilers.  This  little  book  of  96  pages  (only 
about  three  inches  long,  and  two  inches  wide),  contains 

1 .  A  Plan  of  Holy  Living,  extracted  from  Dr.  Cotton  Mather’s 
excellent  Treatife,  entitled  Manuduftio  ad  Minifterium.>* 

2.  Short  Extracts  from  the  journal  and  Diary  of  the  Rev, 
David  Brainerd. 

3.  Sixty  Memorials  for  a  godly  Life,  found  among  the  private 
Papers  of  that  eminent  Puritan  Minifler,  the  Rev.  John. 
Rogers,  of  Dedham,  in  Effex,  written  near  200  years  ago. 

4.  Prefident  Edwards’s  ReMutions,  extracted  from  his  private 
Writings,  and  inferred,  in  part,  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  in  his 
Account  of  Mr.  Edwards’s  Life,  prefixed  to  his  1 8  fermons. 

5.  A  Quotation  from  Dr.  Owen,  on  Spiritual-mindednefs.  Sold 
by  Mr.  Button,  London;  Mr.  James,  Brifiol.  Price  8d.  9 d, 
lod.  or  is.  according  to  the  binding. 

S. 

Rev.  William  Sts  a  d-m  an,  Broughton,  Hants. 

Hearing  the  Voice  of  God;  and  the  Safety  of  true  Penitents  in  a 
time  of  public  Calamity —  i  he  fubitance  of  two  fermons 
preached  at  Broughton,  in  Hampfhire,  Feb.  28,  1794.,  and 
Feb.  24,  1795.  Price  is.  6d. 

Sold  by  Button  and  Thomas,  in  London;  Fenley  and  Cottle  ip 

Briflol,  and  Elorfey,  at  Portfea. 

•f  . 

Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  D.  D.  Boflon,  Maflachufetts. 
Thoughts  on  the  French  Revolution ,  a  fermon,  delivered  Nov.  20, 
1794’  being  the  Day  of  annual  Thankfgiving,  Text  Matt, 
xxiv.  6— 8.  And ye  Jhall  hear  of  wars  and  rumours  of  war  :  fee 
that  ye  be  not  troubled;  for  all  theje  things  muji  come  to  pals,  buf 
the  end  is  not  yet,  &c. 

Svro.  pp.  27.  Sold  by  Manning  and  Coring,  Boflon. 

i  Re  v .  Jo  s  e  p  h  Swain,  Walworth,  near  London. 

A  Pocket  Companion  and  Directory  for  the  Members  of  the 

tized  Church  at  Walworth.  P 

Contents .  Some  of  the  leading  Thoughts  in  a  Thankfgiving 
Sermon — An  Exhortation  to  Steadfaflnefs  in  the  Faith.  On  bro- 
theriy  Love— Church  Meetings — Experience;  or,  Fellowfhm 
Meetings— Pray er  Meetings— Baptifm  and  the  Lord’s  Supper- 

Thoughts 
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Thoughts  on  Church  Order— Proper  Condud  In  the  World— 

Relative  Duties  in  a  Time  of  ficknefc— •  Chriftian  moderation— 
Chriftian  Contentment— Chriftian  Security— Chriftian  pleafure— 

Delight  in  God-— A  lift  oi  Members’  names-— 241110.  pp.  93.  is, 

bound.  Sold  by  the  Author,  and  by  Button  and  Gurney,  London. 
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1.  The  Cauje  oj  National  Calamities ,  and  the  certain  Means  of  pre¬ 
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that  Day,  on  Account  of  the  Author’s  Indifpofition.)  8vo. 
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Appendix  on  Self-examination,  8vo.  pp.  100.  Price  1.  6d. 

3.  A  good  Minifter  of  jefus  Chnft ;  a  fermon  occafioned  by  the 
Death  of  the  Rev,  Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D.  who  died  Augult 
24,  1 795,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.  Svo.  pp.  40.  Price  6d. 
Printed  for  the  Author,  No.  20,  Mile  End  Road. 

Rev.  Henry  Toler,  Virginia. 

The  faithful  Minified s  Work  and  Courfe  furfued  and fnijhed:  being 
the  fubftance  of  two  fermons  occafioned  by  the  Death  of  elder 
Lewis  Lunsford,  late  of  Northumberland,  in  the  hate  of 
Virginia,  who  departed  this  life  in  Effex,  October  26,  1793, 
about  the  40th  year  of  his  age;  the  former  was  preached  where 
he  died,  and  was  interred  on  Wednefday  the  13th-— and  the 
latter  at  Kilmarnock  Meeting-houfe,  in  Lancafter,  on  Lord’s- 
day,  the  17th  of  November  enfuing.  To  which  are  added,  twa 
Elegies  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Lunsford.  Svo.  pp.  80. 

Rev.  Daniel  Turner,  M.  A.  Abingdon. 

J.  The  gracious  Prefence  of  God,  the  chief  Joy  of  his  People  conf  - 
dered,  in  a  fermon  occafioned  by  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Stennett,  D.  D,  late  paftor  of  the  church  of  Chrift  meeting,  in 
Little  Wild-hreet,  London,  who  died  Auguft  24,  1795*  lext 
Pfalm  xvi.  1 1.  In  thy  Prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy . 

2.  The  Monitor ;  or,  a  friendly  Addrejs  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  moft  effectual  Means  of  Deliverance  from  our  na¬ 
tional  Calamities  ;  particularly  the  prejeni  Wt ar ,  and  of  obtaining 
alafting  and  honourable  Peace.  By  Theophilus  Senex.  8vo. 

pp.  38,  price  is.  Sold  by  Knott,  London ;  Watts,  Abingdon. 
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ORDINATION  a,  && 


For  the  Years  1794  and  1795. 

1 

.  Rev.  William  Pain,  of  Gamlingay,  Cambridgefhire,  after 
'having  been  with  the  church  which  affembles  there,  nearly  a  year 
and  ten  months,  upon  probation,  was  folemnly  fet  apart  to  the 
Palloral  Ofhce,  on  Tuefday,  April  8,  1794.  The  Meeting 
opened  at  ten  o’clock.  Thirteen  or  fourteen  minillers  were  pre~ 
fent.  Mr.  Nichols,  ofKimbolton,  began  in  prayer.  Mr.  Ladion, 
of  Needingworth,  opened  the  work  of  the  day,  by  a  fhort,  but. 
excellent  vindication  of  the  power  and  right  of  a  church  of  Chrift 
to  choofe  her  own  pallors,  and  by  giving  fome  fuitable  hints  ref- 
pe fling  the  nature  of  ordination.  He  then  requeued  a  narrative 
of  the  Heps  which  the  church  had  taken  in  making  choice  of 
Mr.  Pain  to  be  their  pallor.  This  was  delivered  in  a  very  affect¬ 
ing  manner  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Paine,  a  venerable  Deacon  of  the 
church,  more  than  feventy  years  of  age:  in  the  llatement  he  gave 
a  concifp  hiltory  of  the  church  tince  their  late  pallor,  the  ReY. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Morgan,  left  them. 

.  The  members  now 'recognized  their  choice  of  Mr.  William 
Pain,  and  he  gave  his  principal  reafons  for  accepting  the  church’s 
call :  and  having  publicly  fignihed  it  by  lifting  up  the  right  hand, 
at  Mr.  Ladfon’s  requeft,  he  delivered  a  confetlion  of  his  faith. 
Mr.  Emery,  of  Little  Stoughton,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer. 
Mr.  Edmonds,  of  Birmingham,  Mr.  Pain’s  late  pallor,  delivered 
a  very  faithful  and  folemn  charge  to  him,  from  Jer.  i.  17.  Thou 
therefore  gira  up  thy  loins ,  ctnd  arife ,  and Jpeak  unto  them  all  that  1 
command  thee:  he  not  difmayed  at  their  faces ,  left  I  confound  thee 
before  them.  Mr.  Grins  on,  of  Sharnbrook,  preached^  an  affec¬ 
tionate  and  honell  difeourfe  to  the  church,  from  2ThefT.  iii.  part 
of  the  iftverfe,  Finally ,  brethren,  fray  for  us ,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord ^  may  have  free  courfe ,  and  be  glorified .  Mr.  Mabbott,  of 
Biggiefwade,  concluded  with  prayer,  and  giving  the  ufual  be- 
nediflion.  "  ^  0 


Rev.  Benjamin  Evans,  Sutton-in-the  Elms,  Leicefferihire. 
(Extrafl.)  My  ordination  was  conduced  as  follows :  Wednefday* 
10th  July ,1794,  being  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  the  affembiv 
4iupt  at  half  after  ten:  Mr.  Blundel,  of  Arnlby,  prayed;  Mr  Svt- 
clifl,  of  Olney,  made  an  excellent  introduaion  on  the  nature  and 
propriety  of  the  fervice ;  the  Society  then  recognized  their  call 
of  which  having  given  my  acceptance,  I  delivered  a  con feffion  of 
the  leading  articles  of  my  faith.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Sheepihead  im 
plored  the  divine  bleffing  on  the  new  relation  which  the  church 
and  I  had^  then  formed.  Prayer  was  accompanied  with  laying 
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on  of  hands,  In  which  the  other  minifters  joined.  Dr.  R  viand,  of 
Briftol,  delivered  a  very  faithful,  affectionate*  and  judicious  charge.* 
from  Matth.  ix.  38.  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harveft,  &:c. 
Mr.  Grundy,  of  Lutterworth  (an  Independent  minifter),  prayed. 
Mr.Fuller,  of  Kettering,  addreffed  the  people  from  Pfalm  Ixviii.  1 8, 
Thou  haft  afcended  on  highyScc.  and  clofed  in  prayer.  Singing 
at  the  uiual  intervals.  In  the  evening,  Mr.  Cave,  of  Leicelter* 
prayed.  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Birmingham,  preached  from  John  vL 
67,  68,  and  clofed  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Thomas  Sowerbt  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry  by  the  church  in  Unicorn-Yard,  Southwark,  in  the  year 
1788.  And  after  having  preached  occafionally  with  good  ac¬ 
ceptance,  at  different  places,  he  was  invited  in  the  beginning  of 
1 794,  to  labour  a  few  months  with  the  infant  Society,  at  Battle 
Bridge,  Iflington.  Succefs  attended  his  endeavours.  Hence,  on 
the  1  ft  of  O&ober  following,  the  church  affembled  and  re~ 
quefted  the  pallors,  who  were  prefent  on  the  occafion,  pub¬ 
licly  to  fet  apart  their  miniftering  brother  to  the  paftoral  office. 
After  Mr.  John  Penny,  affiftant  to  Mr.  Macgregor  of  Wool¬ 
wich,  had  read  a  portion  of  fcripture  and  prayed;  Mr.  Timothy 
Thomas,  of  Devonfhire-fquare,  explained  the  nature  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  then  to  be  tranfadled,  and  propofed  the  common  interroga¬ 
tories  to  the  church  and  to  the  minifter.  Their  anfwers  were 
highly  fatisfa&ory,  but  not  more  fo  than  Mr.  Sowerby’s  confeffion 
of  faith,  which  was  admired  while  he  read  it;  and  competent 
judges  who  have  lince  perufed  it,  fpeak  of  it  in  flattering  terms* 
Mr.  Thomas  Thomas,  of  Mill-Yard,  gave  the  charge  from  Pfal. 
cii.i  3.  Thou  Jhalt  arife ,  and  have  mercy  on  Zion,  for  the  time  to  favour 
her ,  yea ,  the  fet  time  is  come.  Mr.  Upton,  of  Green  Walk,  ad¬ 
dreffed  the  church  from  2  Cor.  xiii.  11.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good 
comfort,  be  of  one  mind ,  live  in  peace ,  & c.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fervice,Mr.  Freeman,  of  W oolwich,  and  Mr.Overington,  of  Clap- 
liam,  offered  up  prayer  to  God,  and  Hymns  were  fung  from  Bro¬ 
ther  Rippon’s  fele&ion.  The  fervice  lailed  about  four  hours,  and 
was  concluded  by  Brother  Upton. 

Rev.  Hugh  Williams  was  appointed  to  the  palloral  office 
at  Ebenezer-Chapel,  Leeds,  June  24th,  1795.  The  day  being 
fet  apart  for  devotion,  and  feveral  neighbouring  minifters  having 
affembled  on  the  occafion,  Mr.  Rowland,  of  Cold-Rowley,  read 
fuitable  feriptures  and  prayed :  Mr.  Afhworth,  of  Guilderfome, 
further  engaged  in  prayer  :  Mr.  Crabtree,  of  Bradford,  preached 
from  1.  Tim.  vi.  20.  O  Timothy  keep  that  vohich  is  committed  to 
thy  charge,  and  Mr.  Langdon,  of  Leeds,  preached  from  Math, 
xi.  29.  Learn  of  me ,  C  c. 

Rev.  Joseph  Hobbs.  The  General  Baptift  church  in  Heavy- 
ftde-Lane,  Chatham,  affembied  on  April  30*  1795*  between  9  and  10 

o’clock: 
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o’clock  In  the  morning.  Mr.  Morris  from  Maidftone,  began 
with  reading  1  Tim.  iii  chapter,  and  prayed  a  few  minutes. 
Mr.  Dan  Taylor,  of  London,  then  delivered  an  introductory  dif- 
eourfe  and  engaged  in  the  general  prayer.  Mr.  Auftin,  of  London, 
propofed  the  ufual  queftions  to  the  church,  to  Mr.  Hobbs  the 
minifter,  and  three  of  the  members  who  were  to  be  ordained  Dea¬ 
cons.  Mr.  Dan  Taylor  offered  up  the  ordination  prayer,  which 
was  attended  with  the  imposition  of  hands  on  each  ot  the  perfons 
ordained,  gave  the  charge  to  the  paftor  from  1  Tim.  iv.  16,  and 
concluded  the  fervice  in  prayer,  about  2  o’clock. 

Met  again  at  three.  Mr.  Auftin  prayed,  Mr.  Dan  Taylor  deli¬ 
vered  a  charge  to  the  Deacons  from  1  Tim.  iii.  13*  prayed  and 
difmiiTed  the  congregation. 

Affembled  again  at  half  pad  6  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Morris 
engaged  in  prayer.  Mr.  Auftin  addrefted  the  church  from  2 
ThefT.  iii.  latter  part  of  the  16  verfe.  The  Lord  be  with  you , 
Mr.  John  Knott,  paftor  of  the  Particular  Baptift  church  at  Chat¬ 
ham,  concluded  the  worfhip  of  the  day  by  prayer. 

When  Mr.  Hobbs  was  introduced  into  this  Society  they  were 
•nly  nine  communicants,  including  the  old  paftor,  Mr.  Samuel 
Neal,  fince  deceafed.  At  the  time  of  the  ordination  they  were 
thirty-one,  and  are  now,  (Jan.  1,  1796)  increafed  to  forty-four. 

Rev.  Henry  Pa  ice  was  ordained  paftor  of  the  particular 
Baptift  church  meeting  at  Waddefdon-hill,  Bucks,  May  13, 
1795.  Mr.  Clement,  of  Tring,  began  with  prayer.  Mr.  Shar- 
man,  of  Chenies,  opened  the  bufinefs  ot  the  day ;  received  an 
account  of  the  leading  Providences  which  brought  on  the  con¬ 
nexion  ;  and  alfo  Mr.  Paice’s  confeffion  of  faith.  Mr.  Sleap,  of 
Chefham,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer.  Mr.  Pilley,  of  Luton, 
delivered  the  charge  from  1  Tim.  iv.  16.  Mr.  Wake,  of  Leighton, 
Buzzard,  preached  the  fermon  from  Heb.  xiii.  17.  Mr.  Hunt,  of 
Watford,  concluded  in  prayer.  Suitable  hymns  were  fung.  A 
full  account  of  the  formation  of  the  church  at  Waddefdon-hill  is 
drawn  up,  and  will  appear  in  the  Regifter  we  hope  in  due  time. 

Rev. - Holmes  (fubftance  of  a  letter).  Some  of  the 

members  of  the  old  Baptift  church  at  Wantage,  Berks,  thinking 
themfe’ves  juffified  in  withdrawing  from  the  laid  Society,  erected 
themfelves  into  a  feparate  interefl.  As  there  were  a  few  inde¬ 
pendents  who  wifhed  to  join  with  them,  the  fociety  for  a  time 
affumed  no  decided  form,  till  at  length  it  having  pleafed  God  to 
convince  the  Peoeaobaptifts  of  the  propriety  of  believers  Baptifm, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  a  regular  Baptift  church.  At  firft 
their  worfhip  was  conducted  by  neighbouring  minifters,  and 
then  by  a  young  man  from  among  themfelves.  He  removing, 
his  place  was  filled  by  Mr.  Holmes,  a  member  of  the  Baptift 
church  at  Reading.  This  good  man  being  univerfally  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  congregation,  was  ordained  by  Mr.  Dyer  of 
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Devize 5,  and  Mr.  Lovegrove  of  Wallingford,  July  7,  179  y 
The  church  conlifts  of  31  members. 

Rev.  Thomas  Hutchings.  On  Thurfday,  23d  July,  1795, 
was  ordained  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchings  as  pallor,  and  Me  firs.  John 
Meek,  George  Fell,  and  Samuel  Jackfon,  as  deacons  of  the 
particular  Baptifl  church-meeting,  in  Unicorn-yard,  Southwark. 
Mr.  Hutchings  had  formerly  been  of  the  Psedcbaptift  perfuafion, 
&nd  was  for  fome  time  with  a  fmall  people  of  that  denomination  in 
EiTex — Being  requeued  by  one  of  them  to  fprinklea  child,  and  as 
no  public  notice  had  for  fome  time  been  taken  of  fuch  a  fervice, 
it  was  thought  that  it  would  be  very  advifable  for  him  to  preach 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  to  which  he  contented ;  but  in  contemplating 
the  text  he  had  made  choice  of,  he  was  firfl  led  to  doubt  of  the 
propriety  ot  what  is  termed  infant  baptifm,  and  upon  a  thorough 
inveftigation  of  the  fubjefl  was  led  to  abandon  it,  as  unfounded 
in  the  Scriptures  of  truth  ;  nor  was  he  backward  to  avow  his 
conviction,  although  he  knew  it  would  fubjedt  him  to  inconveni- 
encies  that  he  then  could  not  fee  the  extent  of. 

The  good  providence  of  God  had,  however,  manifeftly  de- 
fignedhim,  as  an  anfwer  to  the  many  importunate  petitions  that 
had  been  put  up  to  the  Divine  throne  by  the  then  deftitute  church 
in  Unicorn ’yard,  for  a  pallor  after  his  heart — as  fmce  his  fettle - 
inent  a  manifeft  revival  and  increafe  in  the  congregation  has 
taken  place,  and  nine  perfons  have  been  baptized  and  added  to 
the  church,  and  many  appear  to  receive  the  word  in  the  love  of  it. 
The  ordination  fervice  was  condudted  in  the  following  manner. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sowerby  formerly  called  into  the  minifhy  by 
this  church,  but  now  paflor  of  a  church  pf  the  fame  order  at  Bat- 
tlebriidge,  Iflington,  began  the  fervice  by  reading  j  Tim.  iii, 
chapter,  and  prayer. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Dermer’s  account  of  the  Lords  providential  dif- 
penfations  towards  the  church,  and  Mr.  Hutchings’s  confeffion 
of  faith  were  highly  acceptable  to  the  audience.  Hands  were 
laid  on  the  minifter  and  deacons,  by  the  Rev.  DoCtor  Stennett, 
with  his  brethren  Booth,  Rippon,  and  Swain.  DoClor  Stennett, 
performed  both  the  introductory  and  ordination  fervices.  How 
admirably  he  expatiated  upon  the  nature,  the  order  and  the 
officers  of  the  Gofpel  Church  ;  how  ably  he  defended  the  practice 
of  laying  on  of  hands  in  fuch  folemnities,  as  alio  with  what  facred 
fervor  he  importuned  the  Divine  Throne  on  the  behalf  of  the 
then  ordained  pallor  and  deacons,  will  not  loon  be  forgotten 
either  by  them,  his  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  the  church  he 
then  occafionally  ferved,  or  the  very  numerous  congregation 
alTembled  on  the  occafion. 

Rev.  Mr.  Martin  addrelfed  the  minifter  from  1  Cor.  iv.  1. 
fet  a  nian  fo  account  of  us  as  of  the  minifter s  of  Chrifi.  Rev.  Mr. 
Button  prayed,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Booth  who  was  to  have 
preached  to  the  people  remarked.  That  where  wearinefs  began, 
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jtlevotion  generally  ended  ;  and  as  the  fervice  had  been  protra&ed 
to  fuch  a  length  that  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  the  attention  could 
be  kept  up  much  longer,  he  fhould  only  read  the  text  he  had 
intended  to  infill  upon,  and  make  a  few  extemporaneous  remarks  in 
connection  with  what  had  been  already  delivered.  The  text  was 
2  The.T  iii.  1 6.  Now  the  Lord  of  Peace  himfelf  give  you  peace 
always  by  all  means  t  the  Lord  be  with you  all x .  lxev.  iCr.  timothy 
Thomas  clofed  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Swain  gave  out  pertinent  hymns  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  ot  the  fervice,  and  the  whole  was  conducted  with 
fo  much  folemnity  that  there  was  realon  to  adopt  Jacobs,  ex¬ 
clamation— -u  Surely  God  was  in  this  place 

Rev.  Robert  Hyde.  On  the  13th  oi  Auguft  17 9 v  the  Rev. 
Robert  Hyde  was  fettled  fucceffor  to  the  late  Rev.  Jofhua  Wood 
as  pallor  of  the  church  at  Salendine-Nook.  At  the  fame  time  four 
deacons  were  ordained.  The  Rev.  John  Fawcett  gave  the  charge 
from  John  v.  3^.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  Jhining  light .  T  he  Rev. 
William  Hartley  preached  to  the  people  from  Heb.  xiii.  17. 
Remember  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you.  And  the  Rev.  Charles 
Eamford  addrelTed  the  Deacons  from  1  Tim.  iii.  13.  For  they 
that  haaje  ufed  the  office  of  a  Deacon  well,  purchaje  to  themj elves  a  good 
degree ,  and  great  bcfldnefs  in  the  faith  which  is  in  Chrijl  fefus. 

Mr.  Hyde  was  fent  into  the.  Miniflry  by  the  church  at  Coin,.  In 
the  year  1785,  and  for  fome  months  was  frequently  employed  in 
fupplying*  the  then  vacant  congregations  at  Gifburn-foreft,  and 
Clough  bid.  He  accepted  the  call  of  the  people  at  the  latter 
place,  where  hel'ucceeded  the  Rev.  'Thomas  Clayton f  in  the  pal- 
toral  office,  being  ordained  on  the  3d  of  May,  1787. 

*  The  church  heartily  defirous  of  hearing  the  charge  intended  by  Mr. 
pooth,  requefted  him  to  oblige  them  fo  far  as  to  deliver  it  to  them  on 
the  firft  Lord’s-day  he  could  make  it  convenient,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

f  1  homas  Clayton  of  Cloughfold,  was  the  fon  of  the  Rev. Henry  Clay~ 
ion,  Mr.  Wood’s  predecehfor  at  Salendine-Nook. 

- , -  ■  ■  - - -  •  ■■  — " 
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Who  were  defirous  of  felling  themfelves  as  Slaves ,  that  they 

might  have  an  Opportunity  of  Preaching  Child:  to  the 
Negro  Slaves  at  St.  Thomas. 

if  ••  t  *  •.. 

TO  THE  REV.  DR.  RXPPON. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  give  you  as  much  information 
concerning  the  fubjebl  you  propofe,  as  my  acquaintance  with 
the  Brethren’s  affairs  will  permit  me  to  do. 

*  On 
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examining  the  hiftory  of  our  Millions,  in  the  Danifh 
VV  Cil  India  Iflands,  publilhed  in  Germany,  in  the  year  1777. 
1  had  tne  account  of  the  firft  beginning  thus  related  * 

A  black  fervant  of  a  noble  family  at  Copenhagen  became 
acquainted  with  the  fervants  of  Count  Zinzendorf,  during  his 
attendance  at  the  coronation  of  Chriftian  the  VI.  King  of 
Denmark,  in  the  year  1731.  By  the  Count’s  fervants,  he 
was  led  into  the  acquaintance  of  other  Brethren,  efpecially 
David  Nitfchman ,  to  whom  he  related,  That  often,  when  he 
had  been  fitting  alone  on  the  fea  fhore  in  St.Thomas,  he  had  ar¬ 
dently  wiflied  to  receive  fome  divine  manifeftation  of  the  truth, 
and  prayed  God  to  give  him  a  clear  acquaintance  with  that 
doCIrine,  which  the  Chriftians  indeed  preached,  but  did  not 
live  up  to;  adding  that  God  had  heard  him,  and  brought  him 
jn  a  very  extraordinary  manner  to  Copenhagen,  where  he  was 
inftru&ed  in  the  Cnriftian  doctrines,  baptized  and  called 
Anthony.  Having  given  the  Brethren  a  full  account  of  the 
miferable  ftate  of  the  poor  Negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he 
particularly  lamented  the  fituation  of  his  own  lifter,  who,  with 
him,  had  fervently  defired  to  learn  to  know  God,  but  was 
entirely  deprived  of  every  opportunity  for  it,  by  being  a 
flave.  He  faid,  that  fhe  often  prayed  to  God  that  he  would 
iend  fome  one  to  inftrudt  her,  and  that  he  was  confident  if 
labourers  could  be  fent,  there  were  numbers  of  negroes  wha 
would  gladly  embrace  Chriftianity. 

On  hearing  this,  the  Count  wifhed  to  fend  David  Nitfchman 
immediately  to  St.  1  homas;  but  as  that  was  not  well  practi¬ 
cable,  he  related  the  circumftance  to  the  Brethren  at  Herrnhutt, 
on  his  return ;  and  having  given  the  Negro,  Anthony ,  an 
invitation  to  follow  him  to  Herrnhutt,  he  arrived,  after  fome 
time,  and  related  to  the  whole  congregation  aflembled  in  the 
chapel,  what  he  had  told  the  Brethren  at  Copenhagen.  He 
added,  That  it  would  indeed  be  very  difficult  to  inftrud  the 
Haves  in  Chriftianity,  partly  becaufe  their  flavery  did  not 
leave  them  time  for  it,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  oppofition 
of  the  proprietors  to  fuch  inftrudfion.  The  beft  way  there¬ 
fore  to  obtain  this  aim  would  be,  for  a  teacher  to  become 
himfelf  a  slave,  that  he  might  thus  be  always  among  them, 
and  able  to  inftruCl  them  without  interruption. 

The  account,  as  given  by  Count  Zinzendorf,  had  made  fuch 
an  impreffion  upon  two  fingle  Brethren,  Leonhard  Doher, 
and  Tobias  Leupold ,  who  were  already  ufeful  and  blefTed  affif- 
tants  in  the  labour,  that  they  believed  they  were  perfonally 
called  to  help  thefe  people.  They  could  not  fleep  the  night 
following,  earneftly  and  continually  meditating  upon  it.— 
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But  their  diffidence,  as  to  their  own  ability  and  ftrength,  made 
them  hardly  venture  to  fpeak ;  and  it  was  not,  till  fome  time 
after,  that  Leonhard  Dober  communicated  his  fentiments  to 
his  friend.  Their  unanimity  in  this  affair  appeared  to  them 
iiot  the  work  of  chance;  and  after  due  confideration,  they  made 
their  wiffi  known  to  the  congregation,  in  a  letter,  dated 
July  25,  173I)  four  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  Negro^ 
Anthony .  The  terrible  idea,  which  they  afterwards  heard 
fuggefted  by  Anthony’s  own  declaration,  concerning  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  becoming  flaves,  did  not  in  the  leaff  intimidate 
them,  or  leffen  their  courage  §  and  tho’,  if  they  had  known 
the  circumftances  of  the  country  aright,  they  would  have  foo8 
found  this  to  be  without  foundation ;  yet  it  do^s  honor  to  theit 
fincerity  of  heart,  that,  notwithftanding  this  fuggeftion,  which 
they  in  fimplicity  gave  credit  to,  they  were  no  lefs  willing  tt> 
do  and  fuffer  all  things  for  Chrift’s  fake.  However,  their 
projedf  was  not  confidered  by  many,  befides  Count  Zinzendorfi, 
in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as  the  well-meant  fcheme 
two  zealoufly  pious  young  men.  Some  even  oppofed  it* 
thinking  they  would  be  much  more  ufeful  to  the  congregations 
in  Europe.  During  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year,  difficulties 
were  reprefented  to  them,  and  many  conventions  took  place 
between  them  and  their  Brethren.  They  had  alfo  many 
opportunities  to  fpeak  of  their  intentions  to  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation.  However,  the  obftacles  thrown  in  their  way  made 
them  yet  more  diligently  examine  their  views,  and  turn  with 
ail  their  hopes  and  fears  folely  unto  the  Lord.  In  a  written 
declaration,  given  by  Leonhard  Dober  to  the  congregation,  he 
fays:  “  When  I  firft  heard  the  account  of  the  ffate  of  the 
poor  flaves,  I  thought,  if  only  one  brother  would  go  with  me, 
how  gladly  would  I  offer  myfelf  to  be  a  Have;  if,  but  I  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  telling  my  fellow-flaves  fomething  of 
what  I  have  experienced  of  our  Saviour’s  love  in  my  heart  ; 
becaufe,  I  amfure  that  the  word  of  the  Crofs  proves  its  divine 
power,  efpecially  in  a  low  and  humble  ffate.  I  fubmit  my 
propofal  to  the  congregation,  having  no  other  motive  but 
this,  that  I  think  there  are  people  in  that  Ifland  who  now 
cannot  believe  in  Jefus,  becaufe  they  havd  never  heard  of 
him.”  Thus  both  declared  that  they  would  willingly  become 
Slaves,  if  they  could  gain  but  one  foul  for  our  Saviour, 
Whoever  duly  confiders  the  importance  of  the  undertaking 
will  not  wonder,  either  why  the  fervants  of  the  congregation, 
were  fo  cautious  in  accepting  the  offer,  or  why  they  at  laff, 
in  prayer,  fubmitted  all  their  cafes  to  the  Lord,  that  he  might' 
fliew  them  his  will  by  the  lot.  Leonhard  Dober  therefore  was 

confirmed 
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confirmed  by  the  lot  to  go  to  St.  Thomas,  but  Leupold  wal 
not  to  go  at  prefent.  In  his  (lead,  David  Nitfchman  wil¬ 
lingly  accepted  a  call  to  accompany  Dober  to  the  place  of  his 
deffination. 

They  fet  out,  Auguft  21,  1732. — They  found  in  Copen¬ 
hagen  but  few  who  would  at  allliften  to  their  proje6b  Mr. 
Von  Plefs,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  bedchamber,  told  them, 
that  they  could  not  become  Haves,  no  white  perfon  according 
to  law  being  admitted  as  fuch.  They  then  propofed  to 
work  at  a  trade  for  a  livelihood,  and  David  Nitfchman,  who 
underftood  carpenters  work,  thought  he  might  fupport  both 
himfelf  and  h  is  fellow-labourer  by  it.  They  were  offered  to 
go  thither  as  foldiers,  but  this  they  could  not,  and  would  not 
accept.  But  the  moft  painful  circumftance  to  them  was,  that 
the  negro,  Anthony ,  who  had  been  the  firff  occafion  of  their 
million,  was  now  altogether  changed,  and  utterly  averfe  to 
it.  Evil  minded  people  had  perverted  him,  and  he  ufed  a 
variety  of  means  to  dilfuade  the  Brethren  from  going.  How¬ 
ever,  he  gave  them  a  letter  to  his  filler.  Amidll  ail  this  oppoli- 
tion,  their  confidence  in  our  Saviour,  and  the  affurance  that  he 
called  them,  fupported  them  alone;  T  hey  fpent  their  time  in 
prayer,  and  waiting  for  his  help,  till  at  length,  firff  the  court 
chaplains.  Reus  and  Blum ,  and  then  the  princefs  Charlotte 
Amelia,  and  feme  of  the  council,  took  their  cafe  to  heart  ;  and 
as  no  Daniffi  Weil  Indiaman  would  carry  them  out,  they 
procured  them  a  paffage  on  board  a  Dutch  fhip,  the  captain 
of  which  took  them  as  two  mechanics  with  him,  and  they 
arrived  in  St.  Thomas,  December  13,  1732. 

The  fufferings  of  our  brethren  in  the  beginning  of  that 
million  were  exceffively  great ;  and  the  enemy  of  fouls  fet 
every  engine  to  work  to  deff  roy  God’s  caufe  among  the  ne¬ 
groes,  but  in  vain;  many  thoulands  are  now  gathered  around 
the  throne  of  the  Lamb  from  that  quarter,  and  about  ten 
thoufand  in  our  connexion  are  at  prefent  belonging  to  his 
church  here  on  earth.  May  they,  and  we,  all  overcome  by 
his,  blood  I 

With  much  regard,  I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  afredHonate  Friend  and  Brother, 


C.  I.  LATROBE; 


I 
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ACCOUNTS 

.  A  4  * 

From  Rev,  Meffrs.  'Thomas  and  Carey, 
Miffionaries  in  Bengal* 

„  ■  *  '■  i  l  T  ‘  '  !.  ♦* 

THE  fecond  Number  of  the  periodical  Accounts  relative  to 
a  Baptift  million  among  the  Heathen  having  juft  made  its  ap>- 
pearance*,  we  Ihall  lay  before  the  public  a  general  ftate  of  the 
million  ;  not  always  indeed  in  the  order  of  time,  and  with  the 
fulnefs  of  detail  which  were  neceffary  in  the  Society’s  publi¬ 
cation,  but  yet  we  hope  minutely  enough  to  gratify  fuch 
readers  who  conclude  that  a  Baptift  Regiftermuft  be  culpably 
defective  were  it  not  to  comprehend  the  fubftance  of  a  Baptift 
milEon.  To  thofe  however  who  may  think  this  (ketch  too 
fhort,  we  affediionately  recommend  No,  2,  of  the  Periodical 
Accounts, 

The  former  papers  of  our  Brethren,  Thomas  and  Carey, 
in  No.  9,  of  the  Regifter,  pages  141  to  176,  conduced  us  to 
the  end  of  1793,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  17 94. 

f  he  following  are  extracts  of  letters  which  were  written 
from  March  10,  1794,  to  March  18,  1795. 

>  At  the  earlieft  of  thefe  dates,  Mr.  Thomas  had  juft  entered 
his  new  houfe  at  Calcutta,  intending  to  do  fomething  in  his 
own  profeflion  :  about  the  fame  time  Mr.  Carey  was  prepar¬ 
ing  himfelf  a  dwelling  at  Deharta,  and  had  taken  land  to 
cultivate  for  the  fupport  of  his  family,  on  which  account  he 
and  his  fellow-labourer  were  feparated  about  40  miles.  But 
Mrs.  U’ - at  Malda,  being  very  ill  through  grief  on  ac¬ 

count  of  the  death  of  her  fon  and  his  wife,  who  were  drowned 
in  crofting  Calcutta  river  in  the  night,  Mr.  Thomas  wrote  z 

condoling  letter  to  Mr.  U - on  the  affecting  providence 

which  occafioned  the  ficknefs  of  his  mother,  faying,  that  on 
hearing  of  her  illriefs  he  had  nearly  fet  off  to  Malda,  butbufi- 
nefs  prevented.  Mr.  U - replied,  giving  him  an  affec¬ 

tionate  invitation,  with  propofals  to  accommodate  him  at  his 
expenfe  &c. 

Mr.  Thomas  accordingly  went  to  fee  him,  and  mino-Iedhis 

tears  with  thofe  of  Mr.  U - and  his  dear  mother,  and 

“directed  her  to  get  a  word  from  Ghrift,  by  preaching  on 
Cant.  viii.  13.  and  the  Lord  abundantly  bleffed  the  means 
the  medicines,  and  the  meeting-.” 

w 


,  !  T‘ may  lad  Of  Mr"  Sutton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Thomas,  London, 

fvv  ^  'he  ^P11^  nwlifters  in  molt  of  the  principal  towns  in  the 
kingdom.  A 

Jan.  1796.  *  b  Mr. 
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Mr.  U— — had  juft  began  to  eredft  two  manufactories  at 
fome  diftance  north  of  Malda,  but  without  knowing  of  any 
perfons  to  fuperintend  them*  During  this  vi lit,  he  propofed, 
that  Air.  I  homas,  who  had  no  other  defign  than  to  return 
to  Calcutta,  fhould  take  the  overfight  of  one  of  thefe  manu¬ 
factories,  and  Air.  Carey  the  other.  They  have  joyfullyac- 
ceded  to  the  propofal,  as  the  fttuation  leaves  them  entirely  at 
leifure  from  November  till  June  to  purfue  their  ufual  la¬ 
bors — affords  them  great  opportunities  of  communicating 
knowledge  by  fchools,  and  ftated  inftru&ions — provides 
an  ample  iupply  for  their  wants— -gives  them  concerns  with 
hundreds  of  the  natives*  and  puts  each  of  them  u  in  a  ftate 
of  direCI  or  indirect  influence  over  more  than  a  thoufand 
people fo  that  now,  fhould  the  manufactories  profper  <c  if  any 
lofe  caft  for  ^gclpe^’’  the  miftionaries  u  have  good  and 
jprofitable  employment  for  them.”  A  circumftance  which  mu  ft 
obviate  the  great  difficulty  of  their  becoming  the  outcafts  of 
fociety: 

Mr.  Carey  refides  at  Mudnabatty*  about  30  miles  north  of 
Malda,  in  Bengal ;  and  Air.  Thomas,  at  Moypalldiggy,  about 
16  or  17  miles  further.  Their  fttuation  is  between  the  rivers 
Tanguan,  and  Purnabubba,  in  the  diftritSt  of  Dinagepore,  and 
within  120  miles  of  Tibet. 

By  the  letters  of  Auguft  1794,  we  are  informed  that  a  little 
congregation  meets  at  Mr.  U — --’s  heufe,  who  live  in  the 
compafsof  eighty  or  an  hundred  miles,  and  confequently  are  all 
together  but  feldom — That  Ram  Bojhoo  the  author  of  the 
Hindoo  Hymn*  is  with  Mr.  Carey  ;  had  not  then  loft  caft,  nor 
been  baptized,  appears  to  be  a  real  chriftian  ;  but  v/ants  Zeal 
and  fortitude — That  Mokun  Chundf  profeftes  more  zeal,  and 
is  either  a  chriftian  or  a  great  impoftor.  Parbotee ,  whole  re¬ 
markable  prayer  is  pretty  well  known,  J  was  at  that  time  about 
four  hundred  miles  up  the  country,  and  expeCted  down,  but 
the  miftionaries  had  not  feen  him— That  they  were  juft  upon  the 
point  of  forming  themfelves  into  a  church,  the  beginning  of 
which  could  be  but  fmall,  yet  they  hoped  the  end  would  be 
profperous.  ' 

By  the  letters  from  Aleflrs.  Thomas  and  Carey,  of  Dec. 
1794,  and,  Jan.  1795,  we  find,  that  they  had  met  with 
great  difficulties  through  which  the  divine  goodnefs  and  mercy 

*  See  this  in  the  former  volume  of  the  Regilta',  p.  370,  and  th« 
iaetrical  imitation  of  it  in  No.  9,  page  175. 

f  His  concern  is  related  in  our  former  volume,  page  359* 
j  It  may  be  feeu  Hid,  page  36*. 
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had  brought  them ;  and  were  engaged  afrefh  in  the  work  of 
tranflating  the  Scriptures. 

Mr.  Carey  admires  the  wonderful  prov  idence  of  God  which 
placed  him  and  his  colleague,  in  a  fituation  where  they  have 
not  only  enough  for  themfelves,  but  for  yielding  fome  pecu.^ 
niary  affiflance  to  the  caufeof  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift. 

The  manufa&ory  occalions  his  travelling  much  ;  he  has 
had  oppertunities  of  preaching  up  the  country,  near  an  hun¬ 
dred  miles  from  his  refidence,  and  was  once  within  fight  of 
the  mountains  which  fepar ate  Bengal  from  Tibet ;  fo  that  not 
only  in  his  own  neighbourhood  is  the  word  preached,  but  he 
has  opportunities  of  publifhing  it  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  at  a  diffance  where,  probably,  no  European  has  ever 
been  before.  He  has  ready  admiffion  into  every  place  when 
he  goes  abroad  ;  and  thinks  that  his  prefent  fituation  is  re¬ 
markably  favourable  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  million. 

It  is  allowed  that  the  hurry  of  entering  on  thefe  temporal 
Concerns,  at  firfl:  fomewhat  hindred  the  miffionaries ;  but  they 
have  fince  been  purfuing  their  original  plan  with  adlivity. 
Through  the  want  of  a  more  perfedf  acquaintance  with  the  lan¬ 
guage,  Mr.  Carey  could  not  for  a  while  fo  preach  as  to  obtain 
the  attention  of  the  people;  but  he  is  now  enabled  to  preach  in¬ 
telligibly,  fometimes  for  half  an  hour  together,  and  with  the  af~ 
fiftance  of  Ram  Bofhoo,  his  moonfhe,  at  other  times  they 
lengthen  out  the  difcOurfe  an  hour  ;  and  by  mixing  Bengalee 
and  Hindoffanic  together,  Mr.  Carey  is  underilood  by  the 
people  much  better  than  he  can  underhand  them.  The  Ben¬ 
galee  is  fpokerj  by  the  Bramins,  and  higher  Hindoos  ;  and  the. 
Hindoftanic  is  fpoken  by  the  Mufiulmen,  and  lower  Hindoos. 
This  laft  is  a  mixture  of  Bengalee  and  Perfian. 

1  he  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mudnabatty  contain¬ 
ing  hut  few  inhabitants,  Mr.  Carey’s  congregations  are  come- 
quently  fmall,  though,  in  general,  compcfed  of  all  tbs  villa¬ 
gers.  In  January  1795,  he  had  preached  in  four  or  five  vil¬ 
lages,  and  was  extending  his  fphere  of  adlion  every  week. 
Oji  the  firfl:  Lords-day  in  the  new  year,  he  went  to  a  village 
wholly  inhabited  by  profefied  Mufiuln  len,  but  who  intermix 
fome  pagan  notions  with  the  Mahometans,  and  difeourfed 
with  them  upon  the  evil  and  univerfality  of  fin,  together  with 
the  holinefsof  God ;  and  then  enquired,  If  thefe  things  were 
fo,  how  they  could  pofiibly  efc ape  the  wrath  to  come?  They 
were  confounded,  and  faid*  they  had  never  heard  thofe  thinps 
before,  and  that  their  Padre  (teacher)  had  only  told  them 
what  were  the  duties  of  Mahometan! fm.  Mr.  Carey  then 
d.  v.\\  a  parallel  between  certain  parts  of  the  Bible  and  their 

B  D  2  Koran* 
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Koran,  particularly  this  :  Our  bible  dire£ts,  Pray  for  yotif 
enemies  and  do  good  to  them  that  dejpitefully  ufe  you.  Your 
Koran  commands  the  extermination  of  all  unbelievers.  He  then 
enquired  which  of  thefeinjundlions  correfponds  moll  with  the 
true  chara£ter  of  God  ?  They  confeffed  that  the  preference 
mu  ft  be  given  to  the  bible,  and  then  promifed  to  forfake  their 
practices  of  lying,  ftealing,  worfhiping  the  Sun,  offering  to 
departed  fouls,  &c.  One  man  in  particular  feemed  much 
concerned,  and  condemned  his  former  pra&ices  in  the  prefence 
of  all  the  others  in  the  place,  who  alfo  univerfally  affented  to 
what  he  faid.  Mr.  Carey  promifed  to  vifit  them  again,  and 
intended  to  do  it  frequently. 

Feb,  i,  1795,  he  went  to  a  village,  near  his  own  dwel¬ 
ling,  called  Maddabatty.  As  he  entered  it,  he  faw  an  hoirfe 
which  he  knew  was  devoted  to  Mahomet.  He  afked,  What 
houfe  that  was  ?  The  people  faid,  It  was  Emauri* s.  He  en¬ 
quired  who  Emaun  was  ?  They  could  not  tell.  Does  he  live 
here,  or  any  where  elfe  in  this  country?  They  anfwered, 
He  was  dead.  He  then  enquired,  Why  they  eredled  a  houfe 
for  a  dead  man,  and  what  end  it  would  anfwer,  if  no  one 
lived  there.  They  anfwered,  That  it  was  for  the  falvation 
of  the  people  of  the  place.  He  then  afked,  u  If  any  cala¬ 
mities  befall  you,  will  this  houfe,  or  its  owner,  help  you  ? 
They  have  no  power;  and  if  you  are  Tinners  they  cannot 
forgive  you.”  After  this,  he  difcourfed  with  them  farther  on 
their  fmful  ftate,  heaven  and  hell,  and  then  on  the  fufticiency 
and  efficacy  of  the  gofpel  method  of  falvation ;  preffing 
them  to  caft  off  all  their  evil  ways,  and  falfe  Mahometan 
worfhip,  and  to  feek  falvation  by  Chrift;  this  they  promifed 
to  do. 

One  Lord’s-day  twenty-fix  perfons  came  to  his  houfe  for 
inftrudtion  in  the  ways  of  the  Lords.  After  they  were  feated  , 
he  difcourfed  fometime  on  the  awful  fubjedfs  which  have 
been  juft  mentioned,  preached  to  them  Jefus,  declaring  the 
freenefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  neceffity  of  faith  and  holinefs. 
One  of  them  faid,  “  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  thofe  who  go  to  hell 
will  be  ufed  like  the  people  in  Dinagepore  jail.5'  No,  faid 
Mr.  Carey,  in  prifon  the  body  only  can  be  affecfted,  but  in 
hell,  the  foul— perfons  may  efcape  from  prifon,  but  not 
from  hell ;  and  if  any  die  in  prifon  there  is  an  end  to  their 
imprifonment,  but  in  hell  they  (hall  never  die.  There  God’s 
wrath  will  be  poured  upon  them  for  ever,  and  they  muft 
dwell  in  endlcfs  fire.  Another  enquired,  u  But,  Sir,  what 
is  fin,  and  what  is  holinefs  ?7>  Thefe  were  fo  defined  as  to 
fhew  that  holinefs  is  juft  the  reverfg  to  fin,  and  that  all  the 
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offerings  made  to  Mahomet’s  relations,  and  to  Hindoo  gods, 
are  no  part  of  holinefs,  but,  on  the  contrary,  great  fins. 

In  the  latter  part  of  i  794,  Mr.  Carey  opened  a  fchool,  but 
the  extreme  ignorance  and  poverty  of  the  natives  lead  them 
to  take  away  their  children  upon  'every  flight  occafion  ;  and 
thus  the  accomplifhment  of  a  benevolent  deiign  is,  in  a  great 
meafiire,  prevented.  To  remedy  this  Mr.  Thomas  and°Mr. 
Carey,  between  whom  the  utmoft  harmony  prevails,  have 
formed  a  plan  for  erecting  two  ( Chowparries )  Colleges,  one 
at  Mudnabatty,  and  the  other  at  Moypalldiggy,  where  Mr* 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Carey  refide.  In  each  of  thefe  places 
they  intend  to  educate  twelve  lads,  fix  Muffulmen,  and  fix 
Hindoos  j  a  Pundit  is  to  have  the  charge  of  them,  and  they 
are  to  be  taught  the  Shanfcrit,  Bengalee,  and  Perfian  lan¬ 
guages.  The  Bible  is  to  be  introduced  there,  and  perhaps 
a  little  philofophy  and  geography.  The  time  of  their  edu¬ 
cation  is  to  be  feven  years,  and  the  Mifiionarics  are  to  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  meat,  clothing,  and  lodging,  as  well  as  in-, 
ffrudtions  :  January  1795,  they  were  enquirincr  for  chil¬ 
dren  fuitable  to  the  purpofe.  ° 

In  executing  this  plan  of  tuition,  Mr.  Carey’s  fon,  Peter, 
would  have  been  of  fome  alfiffance,  had  his  promifing  life 
been  fpared,  but  he  is  no  more.  His  brother,  a  little  boy  of 
hve  years  old,  died  of  a  mortification  in  his  bowels,  caufed 
by  a  flux  and  fever.  Mr.  Carey  himfelf  has  had  two  attacks 
of  an  intermitting  fever,  attended  with  a  dyfenterv,  which 
continued  two  months,  aud  reduced  him  very  much ;  his 
wife,  and  his  eldeft  fon  alfo,  have  been  ill  of  a  dyfenterv 
twelve  months,  but  they  are  all  recovered,  and  he  Worms 

us,  Tnat  tor  the  moft  part  he  enjoys  his  health  better  now 
than  when  he  was  in  England, 

Peter  s  removal  was  a  very  heavy  ftroke  to  his  relatives, 
and  mult  have  been  rendered  the  more  afHidtive  by  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  they  met  with  in  getting  him  buried.  The  fuperfti- 
tions  of  the  people  are  fo  great  that  they  never  touch  a  dead 
body,  unlcfs.  it  be  one  of  their  own  relations,  which  the 
Mulfulmen  do,  but  even  this  is  refilled  by  the  Hindoos,  who 
burn  their  dead  if  they  can  afford  it,  or  if  not,  they  lie  on 
the  ground  or  in  the  water.  When  Mr.  Carey’s  dear  little 
oy  died,  his  father  could  not  prevail  upon  any" one  to  make 

w”;,;  H°«n’,th?shhe  “ w>»wn£,pw! 

f  f.  engaged  four  Muffelmen  to  dig  a  ™ 

or  him.  No  one  would  undertake  it  alone,  and  therefore, 

t0getJ1pr  that  might  all  have  an  equal  • 

ini'g  u  fg/.ace’  1  ,wo  Pedons  were  fent  for,  feven  or  eight 
pi  tes  to  carry  him  to  the  grave,  but  in  vain  ;  and  Mr.  and 

B  k  3  Mrs 
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Mrs.  Carey  had  agreed  to  do  it  themfelves,  when  a  lad  whq 
had  loft  cad:,  and  their  mater  (a  fervant  who  performs  the 
moft  fervile  offices,)  were  induced  to  relieve  them  from  this 
painful  fervice.  This  was  on  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  the 
four  Muffulmen  came  and  told  the  bereaved  parents,  that  they 
had  loll  caft  for  digging  the  grave,  and  that  the  Mundul ,  or 
head  man  in  the  village,  had  forbid  any  of  the  people  to  cat, 
drink,  or  fmoak,  with  them.  It  is  well  known  that  Maho¬ 
metans  have  no  calf,  but  they  imagine  they  have,  and  the 
lofs  of  it  is  to  them  as  ferious  a  thing  as  to  the  Hindoos.  Mr. 
Carey  therefore  fent  for  the  man  and  told  him  that  he  muft 
eat,  drink,  and  fmoak  with  them,  or  ftay  till  he  had  applied 
to  the  judge  at  Dinagepore.  After  fome  prevarication  he 
agreed,  and  fo  the  affair  ended. 

Mr.  Carey  has  frequent  opportunities  of  facial  converfe 
with  valuable  men.  In  one  of  his  letters,  he  fays,  u  we  have 
about  twenty  Europeans,  befides  children,  who  are  friendly  to. 
the  gofpel ;  moft  of  whom,  in  a  judgment  of  charity,  we 
reckon  to  be  real  chriftians  and  in  another,  he  adds,  4C  we 
have  very  valuable  chriftian  friends,  yet  they  live  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  diftant  from  us  ;  and  as  there  are  no  high  roads 
nor  inns  in  this  country,  and  during  the  rainy  fealon  no  me¬ 
thod  of  conveyance  but  by  water,  we  have  the  pleaiure  of 
feeing  each  other  but  feldom ;  though,  when  we  do,  it  ren¬ 
ders  our  interviews  much  more  fweet  and  agreeable  than  they 

might  be  if  we  met  oftener.” 

He  has  alfo  repeated  opportunities  of  difcourfing  with  the 
Hindoos ;  for  their  idolatrous  feafts  very  frequently  occur, 
and  he  can  often  go  into  the  places  where  the  idols  are,  and 
oppofe  them  to  their  faces,  and  to  the  faces  of  all  their  de« 
fenders.  The  common  people,  indeed,  care  juft  as  much 
for  their  idols,  as  the  carnal  multitude  in  England  do  for 
Chrift  at  Chriftmas — a  good  feaft  and  a  holiday  is  all  in  all 

with  them: 

Mr:  Carey’s  opinion  of  the  natives,  places  them  much 
below  the  accounts  generally  given  or  them  to  the  public. 
He  favs,  The  ftories  of  their  benevolence,  humanity,  and 
meeknefs  are  all  falfe,  and  exift  only  in  the  dodtrines  of  the 
Shafters.  The  very  reverfe  is  the  cafe.  Lying,  avarice, 
perfidioufnefs,  fervility,  cruelty  to  animals  and  to^each  othei, 
are  the  moft  prominent  features  in  their  charadler  cheat- 
ing,  juggling,  and  lying,  they  efteem  to  oe  no  fins,  and  t  e 
beft  among  them,  though  they  fpeak  ever  fo  great  a  fane- 
hood,  confider  it  as  no  evil,  unlefs  you  firft  charge  them  tq 
fpeak  the  truth.  When  they  defraud  you  as  much  as  they  can^ 

and  are  charged  with  it,  they  coolly  anfwer,  “:It  is  the  cultom 

o; 
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of  the  country.5  ’  Their  numerous  idols  are  accounted  by 
the  common  people,  and  the  majority  of  Bramins,  to  be  fo 
many  deities ;  but  the  moft  learned  acknowledge  only  one* 
Their  fuperftitions  are  proportioned  to  the  multitude  of  their 
idols.  All  their  thoughts  of  God-are  fo  very  light,  that  they 
o.nly  confider  him  as  a  fort  of  play-thing.  This  may  (hew 
how  difficult  it  is  to  convince  them  of  fin. 

It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  it  the  accounts  fent 
to  the  fociety  and  its  friends,  do  not  as  yet  give  intelligence 
of  numerous  wonders  of  grace.  In  Mr.  Carey’s  letter  to 
Adr,  Pearce  of  Jan,  19,  1795?  he  fays>  cc  ^  ^ave  n? 
cefs  yet  in  the  work  of  converfion  among  the  natives.5 
How  ought  this  declaration  to  conftrain  all  the  praying 
friends  of  the  million  to  wreflle  with  the  Lord  more  tnan  ever*) 
for  the  outpouring  of  his  fpirit  on  the  miffionaries  and  on 
the  heathen  !  But  it  fhould  be  noticed  with  gratitude,  that 
out  of  twelve  letters,  written  by  Mr,  Carey  from  Jan.  6,  to 
Adar,  18,  1795,  ten  of  them  contain  more  or  lefs  encou¬ 
ragement,  Some  pleafing  things  are  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  extracts,  to  which  we  have  the  felicity  of  adding  in 
Mr.  Carey’s  own  words — That  u  a  wide  held  for  ufeful- 
nefs”  is  opened  to  the  miffionaries — That  from  their  prefent 
favorable  htuation,  they  hope  loon  to  be  able  to  fay,  a  That 
almoft  all  they  in  the  diftridt  of  Dinagepore  have  heard  the 
word  of  God,  both  Hindoos  and  MufTulmen,”  which  u  is 
already  the  cafe  in  the  neighbourhood’5  of  Adudnabatty,  where 
Mr,  Carey  refides :  That  his  <c  opportunities  of  preaching 
the  gofpel  to  the  natives  are  frequent,  having  concerns  with 
almoft  all  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  for  twenty  miles 
round and  he  adds,  <£  hundreds  of  the  labouring  people 
are  in  our  employ That  “  fome  Mahometans  have  de«* 
dared  their  determination  of  abandoning  their  fuperftitions  ;5* 
and  he  thinks  he  «  may  fay  there  is  already  a  ftirring  among 
the  dry  bones”  though,  “alas!  the  fpirit  of  life  from  God 
has  not  yet  entered  into  them  :”  That  he  has  <c  now  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities55  of  publiihing  the  gofpel  cc  to  Euro¬ 
peans,”  and  goes  <c  out  every7  Lord’s-day  to  preach  to  the 
natives,”  many  of  whom  are  C£  truly  afhamed  of  their  own 
vanities,”  and  though  they  a  are  very  ignorant,  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  gofpel  is  aftonifhing.”  In  a  word,  though  Mr, 
Carey  is  not  able  to  fend  the  tidings  that  he  defires,  of  the 
converfion  of  the  natives,  yet  he  fays,  cc  Having  preached, 
or  rather  converfed  with  them  ftatedly,  I  have  met  with 
greater  encouragement  than  I  expected;’5  and 
am  in  greater  hope  than  ever  before ,  fince  I  have  been  in 
the  country.” 

E  b  4 
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It  will,  doubtlefs,  give  pleafure  to  the  friends  of  the  million 
to  be  alfo  informed,  That  as  “  a  Bible  is  the  ?reat  thintf 
wanted  in  Bengal,  the  tranllation  of  it  is  profecuting. 
Carey,  who  has  Moonjhe  with  him,  and  enjoys  “greater 
opportunities  for  that  work  than  Mr.  Thomas,”  has  “  gone 
through  Geneiis,  and  the  firft  twenty  chapters  of  Exodus, 
retaining,  in  proper  names,  the  Hebrew  pronunciation,” 
which  is  u much  better  known”  in  Bengal « than  the  Eng/iifh.” 
in  due  tune  we  hope  to  hear  of  a  tranllation  of  the  Pfahns, 

JorPe  on,e  or  mo[e  of  the  gofpels  and  epiftles,  with  little 
abLracts  of  icripture  hiftory  and  do&rine,  as  the  Society,  in 
rneir  laft  meeting  at  Birmingham,  propofed  thefe  to  the 
coniideration  of  their  brethren  Thomas  and  Carey, 

It  affords  the  Society  great  fatisfaftion  to  find  that  the 
mi monaries,  or  their  own  accord,  have  conceived  a  defign  of 
laying  out  the  money  they  may  gain  in  their  prefent  fitua- 
tron,  for  eflablifhing  fchools,  and  translating  the  bible — the 
printing  it  however  will  be  a  great  undertaking,  in  the 
expenfe  of  which  the  Society  hopes  for  the  pleafure  of  par¬ 
ticipating,  even  if  the  miffionaries  fhould  be  able  to  defray 
the  whole  themfelyes.  This  hope  they  have  expreffed  in  a 
letter  of  caution  and  counfel  to  them,  figned  at  Birmingham, 
Sept.  16, 1795,  when  a  general  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
tor  the  folerrrn  fetting  apart  of  the  brethren  Grigg  and  Rodvjay  ’ 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord  among  the  Africans.  Mr.  Jacob 
Grigg  is  a  member  of  the  Baptiff  church  at  Launceflon,  in 
Cornwall,  and  Mr.  James  Rodway  of  another  at  Hilfley,  in 
Ctloucefferfhire.  Both  of  them  have  been  ifudents  in  the 
Academy  at  Briftob  With  the  good  wifhes  of  thoufaftds  they 
failed  in  the  Eliza  from  London  for  Sierra  Leone,  affec¬ 
tionately  recommended  to  the  little  Negro  Church  at  Free- 
Town  in  that  Colony,  from  whence  we  are  daily  hoping  to 
jh|ar  of  their  fhfe  arrival  •  *  *  '  ■  s  i 
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SCOTS  BAPTISTS- 

IT  was  fuppofed,  till  very  lately,  that  there  never  had  exilled 
in  Scotland  a  religious  fociety  of  the  Baptifl  denomination  before 
the  year  1765 ;  bat  it  now  appears  that  this  was  a  miftake,  and 
thatiuch  a  fociety  did  really  exifl  there  as  far  back  as  about  the 
middle  of  the  Jail  century,  and  which  ufed  to  meet  at  Leith  and 
Edinburgh.  What  led  to  this  difeovery,  was  a  book  which  lately 
Nil  into  the  hands  of  a  certain  perfon  at  Edinburgh,  entitled, 
A  Confellion  of  Faith  of  the  feveral  Congregations  or  Churches 
ofChrifl  in  London,  which  are  commonly  (though  unjuftly), 
called  Anabaptifls :  Publifhed  for  the  vindication  of  the  truth, 
&c.  Unto  which  is  added,  Heart-bleedings  for  profeffors  abo- 
*c  minations,  or  a  faithful  general  epiftle(from  the  fame  churches) 
“  prefented  to  all  who  have  known  the  way  of  truth,  &x.  The  fourth 
imprelTion,  corrected.  Printed  at  Leith  1653.”  To  this  edi¬ 
tion  a  preface  is  prefixed  by  fome  Baptiils  at  Leith  and  Edinburgh* 
which,  however,  contains  nothing  of  the  hiilory  of  their  church, 
only  that  they  were  of  the  fame  faith  and  order  with  the  churches 
in  London.  It  is  dated  “  Leith,  the  10th  of  the  firft  month,  vul¬ 
garly  called  March,  1652-3.”  and  <4  figned  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  appointment  of  the  church  of  CJhrift,  ufually  meeting  at 
Leith  and  Edinburgh,  by  Thomas  Spenfer,  Abraham  Holmes, 
4i  Thomas  Powell,  John  Brady.” 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  church  was  compofed  of 
Englifh  Baptifls,  who  had  gone  into  that  country  during  the  civil 
wars :  In  that  caie  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  they  were  chiefly 'fol- 
diers,  as  we  know  of  no  other  defeription  of  men  fo  likely  to  have 
emigrated  from  England  to  Scotland ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
there  were  many  Baptifls  in  the  army  which  Cromwell  led  into 
that  country,  a  good  part  of  which  was  left  behind  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  garrifoning  Edinburgh,  Leith  and  other  places. 

This  church,  it  is  fuppofed,  continued  in  exigence  down  to  the 
ara  of  the  Reltoration,  when,  in  all  probability,  it  was  diflblved 
and  difperfed,  owing  either  tp  the  garrifons  of  Leith,  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  being  then  withdrawn  and  replaced  by  other  troops,  or 
clfe  to  the  violence  ol  the  perfection  which  fo  notorioufiy  dif* 
tinguifhed  the  execrable  reign  of  thefecond  Charles.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  there  do  not  appear,  as  far  as  is  now  known,  the  flighted 
traces  of  fo  much  as  one  Angle  Baptifl  church  in  North  Britain, 
for  inore  than  a  hundred  years  fubfequent  to  that  period.  It  was 
not  till  the  year  1765,  that  the  Baptifl  profeflion  began  again  to 
make  a  public  appearance  in  that  country*  *  its  firft  rife,  how¬ 
ever,  may  be  traced  a  little  ftmher  back. 


*  A  little  prior  to  th\s  date  Sir  William  Sinclair,  of  Dunbeath,  Kart, 
m  the  lhire  oi  Caifchnef?,  baptized  a  few  of  his,  tenants,  wfio  unite*,!  with 
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In  1 763  Mr.  Robert  Carmichael*,  and  Archibald  M‘Lea* 
printer  in  Glafgow,  converfing  together  upon  the  fubjedt  of  In¬ 
fant  Baptifm,  were  at  a  lofs  to  find  any  proper  ground  for  it  in 
the  word  of  God  ;  but  being  unwilling  to  relinquifli  it  haftily  it 
was  agreed  that  each  of  them  fliould  carefully  confult  the  Scrip- 
tureo  upon  that  fubjedt,  and  communicate  their  thoughts  upon  it 
to  each  other.  Meantime  Mr.  Carmichael,  having  received  a 
call  from  an  Independent  ^  Society  at  Edinburgh,  removed  from 
Crlafgow  to  that  place,  and  was  chofen  their  elder  alono  with  Mr, 
John  McLean,  lhop-keeper  there. 

In  June  1764,  he  wrote  to  Archibald  M‘Lean,  requeuing  him 
to  fend  him  his  thoughts  upon  Baptifm  according  to  prom iie, 
which  induced  the  latter  to  examine  the  Scriptures'* on  that  fub- 
jedd  with  greater  attention  than  formerly,  and  the  refult  was  his 
lull  convidlion  that  the  Baptifm  of  infants  had  no  foundation  in 
the  word  of  God,  and  that  none  have  a  right  to  that  divine  inili- 
tufion  but  vifible  believers.  Thefe  fentiments  he  communicated 
to  Mr.  Carmichael,  in  a  long  letter,  dated  July  2,  1764.  This, 
however,  did  not  fully  convince  Mr.  Carmichael ;  for,  in  a  letter 
to  Archibald  McLean,  dated  September  3,  1764,  he  informed 
him,^  that  though  the  arguments  again!!  Infant  Baptifm  were  very 
forciole,  yet  he  had  oaptized  his  colleague’s  child,  apprehending 
there  might  be  fome  warrant  for  it  in  thefe  words,  “  Suffer  the 
C4  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,”  &c. 
and  u  Then  were  your  children  unclean,  bftt  now  are  they  holy. ,s 

Mr.  Carmichael  had  not  been  long  in  Edinburgh  when  he 
began  to  difeover  that  the  people  with  whom  he  flood  connected 
were  of  various  opinions,  and  that  fome  of  them  held  erroneous 
fentiments  refpeding  the  extent  of  Chrift’s  death,  and  the  do&rine 
of  the  atonement  ;  and  as  all  his  endeavours  to  inftrudt  and  bring 
them  to  unity  in  the  faith  had  no  effedi,  but  to  excite  contention, 
he,  with  feven  others,  feparated  from  them  in  May  1765. 

Soon  after  this  he  came  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the  Scripture 
dodtrine  of  Baptifm,  and  preached  it  publicly.  Five  of  the  leven 
who  adhered  to  him  declared  themfelves  of  the  fame  mind,  among 

him  for  fome  time.  His  notions  in  many  things  were  very  lingular.  He 
obferved  the  1-alfover,  and  after  the  Lord’s  Supper  he  girded  himfelfwith 
a  towel,  poured  water  into  a  bafon,  and  wafhed  their  feet,  which  he 
confideie^  as  a  neceffary  appendage  to  the  Lord’s  Supper.  He  died  feveral 
years  ago  at  Edinburgh,  when,  it  is  faid,  all  his  adherents,  excepting  one* 
returned  to  the  Kirk. 

*  Mr.  Carmichael  had  been  feveral  years  pahor  of  an  Antiburgher 
congregation  (the  ftridteft  clafs  of  Seceders),  at  Cupar  in  Angus,  where  he 
was  much  efteemed  ;  but,  adopting  congregational  principles,  he  joined 
the  Glaffit.es,  and  was  appointed  an  elder  of  a  church  of  theirs  at  Glafgow. 
After  having  continued  with  them  about  a  year,  he  left  them  upon  an 
affair  of  difeiplihe  in  1763,  and  it  was  feon  after  this  that  he  had  the 
above  mentioned  conversation  on  baptifm  with  Archibald  M‘Lean. 

1*  The  Independent  Societies,  mentioned  in  this  narrative,  are  not  of 
of  the  Glalfite  denominatipn,  though  like  them,  Congregadonalifts. 
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'ivhom  was  Mr.  Robert  Walker,  furgeon*.  To  obtain  baptifm 
in  a  regular  way,  it  -was  judged  proper  that  Mr.  Carmichael 
fhould  fir  ft;  <*o  to  London  and  be  baptized  himielf.  Ke  accord¬ 
ingly  went,  and  was  baptized  by  Do£tor  Gill,  at  Barbican,  October 
i76z,  and,  returning  to  Edinburgh,  adminiftered  that  ordi¬ 
nance  to  the  five  above  mentioned,  and  other  two,  in  November 
following.  Archibald  M‘Lean,  then  refining  at  Glafgow,  was 
not  baptized  for  fome  weeks  after  ;  and  while  at  Edinburgh  upon 
that  occafion  he  was  much  folicited  to  write  an  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Glas’s  differtation  on  Infant  Baptifm,  v/hich  he  did  in  the  Spring 
following,  but  it  was  not  publifhed  till  the.  end  of  that  year.  A 
publication  of  this  nature  being  a  novelty  in  Scotland,  awakened 
the  attention  of  many  in  different  places  to  the  fubje£l. 

In  December  1767,  Archibald  M‘Lean  removed  to  Edinburgh, 
the  church  then  confifting  of  about  nine  members;  and  in  June 
1768,  he  was  chofen  colleague  to  Mr.  Carmichael.  Soon  alter 

this  the  church  increafed  considerably. 

Some  perfons  from  Dundee  having  received  baptifm,  folicited 
Mr.  Carmichael  to  go  and  preach  at  that  place  as  there  was  tome 
profpeft  of  fuccefs.  He  accordingly  went,  and  during  his  Bay 
there  baptized  feveral  who  were  earneftly  defirous  of  having  him 
fettled  among  them  as  their  pallor.  After  ^repeated  applications 
to  him  and  the  church  at  Edinburgh,  their  requeft  was  at  laft 
complied  with,  and,  in.  May  1769*  Mr.  Carmichael  removed  to 
Dundee.-  They  were  immediately  formed  into  church  order,  and 
iome  time  after  Thomas  Bofwel  was  chofen  for  his  colleague. 
Meantime  Mr.  Robert  Walker  was  chofen  joint-elder  with 
Archibald  M‘Lean  of  the  church  at  Edinburgh. 

The  fame  year  ( 1769,)  feveral  perfons  came  from  Glafgow  and 
were  baptized.  Afterwards  when  their  number  increaled  they 
were  fet  in  order,  and  Neil  Stuart  was  appointed  their  elder.— 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  church  at  Glafgow. 

In  1 770,  a  fina.il  fociety  atMontrofe  unanimoufly  adopted  the 
Scripture  view  of  Baptifm,  but  moll  of  them  having  been  connected 
with  the  Glaffites,  were  tenacious  of  fome  of  their  peculiarities, 
with  which  they  underflood  the  Baptifts  did  not  agree.  I  hey 
wrote  to  Archibald  M‘ Lean  on  thefe  particulars,  and  after  feveral 
letters  had  palled  between  them,  they  yielded  the  points  in  difpute, 
and  requefted  him  to  come  and  baptize  them.  He  complied  with 
their  requeft,  and  adminiftered  that  ordinance  to  them  upon  a 
profeffion  of  their  faith.  They  were  immediately  formed  into 
church  order,  John  Greig  being  appointed  their  elder  :  afterwards 
David  Mill  and  Thomas  Wren  were  chofen  into  that  office. 

*  Mr.  Walker  wasaman  much  and  defervedly  efteemed  both  for  his 
profeffional  Ikill  and  his  character  as  a  chriftian.  He  was  eminently  life- 
tul  in  the  Baptift  church  at  its  firft  erection,  and  for  feveral  years  after, 
particularly  in  liberality  ;  for  as  the  members  were  then  very  f^w,  and  in 
mean  cir  cum  fiances,  the  greater  part  of  the  neceffary  expenfe  attending 
the  public  prefefilon  fell  to  his  fhare. 
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-  the  %tiftjntereft  in  Scotland  feemed  to  profpcr  •  hut 
i  ,  -  a  ter  this  when  feveral  vexatious  occurrences'tosjt- 

pkce,  which  were  no  doubt  permitted  to  humble  and  try “  m 

Dundec^di’ed  M33  -Mr’  Carmichael’s  colleague  at 

JA  naee,  died.  Mr.  Carmichael  himfelfwas  frequent! v  fewed 

ur!\vortfiv°  co  [P^tln.?°f  bl°od;  buthis  greateft  afflidion  was  the 

Some  of  the  °f  fC,VC,ra!  0f  lhe  ”““b«s  ™der  his  charge 
r'-.f  r  m.  were  excluded,  and  others  appeared  devoid  of  the 

fpml  of  genuine  Chriftianity.  Tbtfe  thing/mS,  dSon.rt 

bodily  hcalthfledhid  f  f„ 

t  .tt  at  IengLh  ne  became  unable  to  clifcharge  the  duties  of  his 
Ou  ca  among  them,  which  made  him  incline  to  return  to  Edin- 
thT-rr  i  Wa,S,  a“ordinS1y  recalled,  and  not  long  after  departed 

this  life  about  the  beginning  of  March  1774.  F 

♦Wh  i‘US  r ‘i-e ?n  ui!ruly  faaioi»  beSar*  t0  diaarb  the peace  of 

vtin  Cn^  !  at  !”  ?  ’  l>y  ;ntroducinS  privately  a  grea i  deal  of 

-  ‘  n  Jal}£bng  and  deputation  upon  various  points.  One  of  them 
Jn  particular  niatniatned.  That  it  was  not  the  duty  of  any  but 
real  believers  m  Chrift  to  pray  unto  God— That  the  office  of 
elder  had  nothing  peculiar  to  it ;  but  that  the  work  of  ruling 
public  teaching,  and  dhpenfing  the  ordinances,  belonged  to  the 
brethren  in  common— -That  neither  the  apoltolie  prohibition  of 
blood-eaung,  nor  the  obfervance  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  were 
binding  upon  Chnftians,  &c.  After  having  been  privately  ad- 
momlhed  without  eft'eft,  the  matter  was  reprefented  to  the 
church,  when  it  appeared  that  he  was  fupported  by  a  party  who 
were  refoived  to  Hand  by  him  ;  fd  that  after  much  difputing  to  no 
purpofe,  tiie  church  was  called,  and  gave  their  voice  to  exclude 
him.  Upon  this  the  whole  party,  confiding  of  eight  perfons,  left 
the-  church.  1  hey  immediately  formed  themfelves  into  a  fepa- 
rate  Society,  and  baptized  feveral  peifons  ;  but  being  loofe  and 
sceptical  in  their  principles,  they  focn  began  to  broach  feveral 
otner  errors,  fuchas  denying  that  unbelief  is  a  damning  fin— that 
toe  future  puniihment  of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal — that  Tefus 
Cniift  is  truly  God,  &c.  A  few  afterwards  left  them,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  church  profeffing  repentance.  The  reft  of  that  party 

are  now  altogether  diffolved.  ^  ^ 

December  1774,  another  reparation  took  place  In  the  church 
at  -hdmbargh,  which  was  more  diftrefbng  than  the  former.  This 
was  occafioned  by  an  affair  of  difeipline,  wherein  Mr.  Walker 
m^nielf  was  perfonally  concerned,  and  as  his  colleague  could  not 
altogether  approve  of  his  cOndu&  in  the  matter,  which  gave  off. 
fence,  nor  ot  his  treatment  of  the  brethren  who  had  converfed 
with  him  on  that  head  ;  it  gave  rife  to  a  moil  unhappy  difference 
oe tween  the  two  elders,  which  iffued  in  Mr.  Walker’s  leaving  the 
church,  drawing  off  with  him  a  number  of  the  members,  and 
forming  them  into  a  feparate  Society.  The  other  churches  hear- 
ing  of  tins  Reparation,  lent  fome  of  their  number  to  enquire  intu 
£r0UI$s  of  ir*  and  having  obtained  a  fall  and  diftinft  ac~ 

couns 
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ount  from  both  Tides,  they  wrote  to  Mr.  Walker,  highly  difap- 
proving  of  his  conduct,  and  declaring  they  could  have  no  con¬ 
nexion  with  him  or  his  adherents,  till  they  fhould  repent  and 
return  to  the  church. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  177 6,  the  church  at  Glafgow 
fell  into  the  Sabellian  error,  denying  the  perfonal  diftin&ion  in 
the  Godhead.  Archibald  M‘Lean  wrote  to  Neil  Stuart  the  elder 
who  had  propagated  that  tenet,  requefting  him,  in  confequence 
of  the  connexion  which  fubfifted  between  them,  to  give  a  diftinft 
anfwer  to  a  few  queftions  relative  to  that  point.  After  a  con- 
fiderable  delay  he  returned  a  long  anfwer.  To  this  Archibald 
M‘Lean  wrote  a  reply,  in  which  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  was 
fully  admitted,  while  the  perfonal  dtJiinSiion  was  clearly  pointed 
out  from  the  very  paffages  which  had  been  adduced  to  overturn  it. 
Finding  the  Sabellian  fentiments  untenable,  they  fnifted  their 
ground  to  Socinianifm,  admitting  that  the  Father  and  Son  are  difo 
tinft  perfons,  but  affirming  that  the  Godhead  is  the  perfon  of  th£ 
Father,  and  the  manhood  of  Chrifl  the  perfon  of  the  Son  ;  and  as 
they  did  not  hold  the  novel  dotdrine  of  ChrifFs  pre-exiitent  human 
foal,  fo  neither  did  they  believe  that  the  Son  of  God  was  a  divine 
perfon,  or  had  any  exigence  at  all  previous  to  his  conception  of  the 
virgin.  This  being  reprefented  to  the  church  at  Edinburgh,  it  was 
agreed  that  Archibald  M'Lean  fhould  wrrite  another  letter  to  them, 
in  the  name  of  the  church,  refuting  their  herefy,  and  at  the  fame 
time  informing  them,  that  if  this  had  no  efFebt,  they  would  give 
up  all  connexion  with  them  as  a  fitter  church.  This  was  done 
accordingly,  and  their  anfwer  was,  that  being  fenfible  of  their 
own  inability  to  fettle  matters  by  writing,  they  had  refolved  to 
fend  two  of  their  number  to  Edinburgh  to  converfe  upon  the  fub- 
je£t,  and  requeued  that  no  decifive  ttep  might  be  taken  till  that 
fhould  take  place. 

In  this  ftate  matters  reded  for  feveral  months.  At  lad  they 
gave  notice  of  the  time  when  their  delegates  fhould  be  at  Edin¬ 
burgh.  The  perfons  appointed  were  their  two  elders,  Neil 
Stuart  and  George  Beg.  But  inftead  of  coming  to  Edinburgh  at 
the  time  appointed,  they  fet  out  in  the  firft  place  for  Dundee  and 
Montrofe,  where  they  judged  their  fentiments  would  be  more 
eafily  diileminated.  And  indeed  they  were  not  altogether  disap¬ 
pointed,  for  they  unfettled  the  minds  of  feveral  of  "the  Brethren 
at  both  places,  and  a  few  of  them  were  entirely  lab  verted.  At 
length  they  came  to  Edinburgh,  and  obtained  leave  to  declare 
their  fentiments  fully  and  without  referve  in  the  hearing  of  the 
whole  church,  which  was  convened  on  thatoccafion.  Neil  Stuart 
made  a  long  fpeech,  the  purport  of  which  was,  That  the  Perfon 
of  the  Son  of  God  was  merely  human,  and  that  he  had  no  -exigence 
before  he  came  into  the  world;  though  he  had  now  a  peculiar 
union  with  God,  and  was  exalted  as  head  over  all  things.  Arch, 
hi ‘Lean  made  a  reply  to  this  fpeech,  proving  from  the  Scripture^ 
the  divinity  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  diftinbt  fubfiflence.of  his 
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Divme  Perfon,  not  only  before  his  incarnation,  but  before  the 
creation  of  all  things.  To  fhorten  the  difpnte,  he  defired  Neil 
.  tuTart  l°  Com.e  diredly  to  the  point,  and  fhow  what  fenfe  he  could 
make  of  certain  paffages  confidently  with  his  fcheme,  fuch  as  John 

2/p  ~-8'  S8*  C>t7*  5-  Rom-  9-  5-  Philip,  ii.  6,  7.  Col. i. 

IL  •;/  3;  l6;  .Heb*  l-  2>  i*  Here  he  expofed  himfelf 

lafhcientl}  by  fuch  arbitrary  and  unnatural  glofles  as  flatly  con- 

tradided  the  plain  fenfe  and  fcope  of  the  facred  text;  but  bein£ 
cloiely  prefled  with  thefe  and  fimilar  paffages,  he  found  himfelf 
Ihut  up,,  and  at  laft  funk  into  fllence.  Arch.  M‘Lean  then  laid 
before  him  the  magnitude  of  his  error  as  affixing  the  whole  doc- 
trines  of  the  gofpel;  the  aggravations  with  which  it  was  attended, 
in  his  having  not  only  fubverted  the  flock  committed  to  his 
charge,  but  in  his  goingabout  tofubvert  the  fouls  of  others,  after 
ail  the  pains  that  had  been  taken  to  convince  him ;  concluding 
with  reminding  him  of  the  account  hemuft  give  at  the  judgment- 
feat  of  Chrift,  and  earneflly  calling  him  to  repentance.  To  all 
which  he  replied,  that  he  had  taught  nothing  but  what  he  firmly 
believed,  and  that  he  had  much  fatisfadion  in  his  prefent  fenti- 
inents.  "I  he  church  was  then  called,  and  unanimoufly  declared, 
that  they  confldered  Neil  Stuart’s  tenets  as  fubverlive  of  the  faith, 
and  therefore  could  have  no  connexion  with  him,  or  with  thofe 
who  adhered  to  . him,  until  God  fhould  grant  them  repentance  to 
the  acknowledging  of  the  truth. 

The  Baptift  affairs  in  Scotland  had  at  this  time  a  very  difeou- 
raging  appearance.  Two  fucceflive  divifions  had  greatly  reduced 
the  church  at  Edinburgh.  The  church  at  Glafgow  having  de¬ 
parted  from  the  faith,  was  worfe  than  loft  to  the  profeffion;  and 
there  was  much  reafon  to  fear  that  a  number  at  Dundee  and 
Montrofe  would  foon  follow  their  example.  But  it  was  not  long 
till  matters  began  to  wear  a  more  promiflng  afped. 

George  Beg,  the  elder  who  accompanied  Neil  Stuart,  was 
much  ft  ruck  with  what  had  paffed  at"  Edinburgh.  Upon  his 
return  home,  he  refleded  ferioufly  upon  the  fubjed,  and  foon 
came  to  be  convinced  that  be  had  adopted  and  propagated  a  moft 
dangerous  error.  He  laid  open  the  ftate  of  his  mind  to  his  Bre¬ 
thren,  which  produced  much  deputation  among  them.  At  laft 
he  and  a  few  more  left  them,  and  wrote  a  penitential  letter  to 
Edinburgh,  renouncing  their  error,  and  defiring  to  be  reflored  into 
the  unity  and  fellowfhip  of  the  churches,  which  was  readily  com¬ 
plied  with.  The  next  objed  was  the  recovery  of  the  members 
who  were  in  a  wavering  ftate  at  Dundee  and  Montrofe.  Thofe 
at  Dundee  had  been  rather  perplexed  than  convinced  by  Neil 
Stuart’s  arguments,  and  foon  acknowledged  their  firm  belief  of 
Cftirift’s  divinity:  but  the  cafe  was  otberwife  at  Montrofe.  Their 
elder,  David  Mill,  who  had  been  at  Edinburgh  to  witnefs  the 
conference,  upon  his  return,  found  feveral  of  them  had  embraced 
Neil  Stuart’s  fentiments;  bnt  they  were  all  at  length  recovered, 
except  two  or  three  who  left  them. 
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1  he  fame  year  a  pamphlet  appeared  in  behalf  of  Infant  Bap- 
tifm,  written  by  an  Independent  at  Glafgow;  to  which  Arch, 
M‘Lean  wrote  an  anfwer,  entitled, 4  4  A  Defence  of  Believers’  Bap- 
tifm>  in  oppolition  to  Infant  Sprinkling/7  &c.  which  he  publifhed 
in  May  1777.  This  drew  the  attention  of  many  to  that  fubjeft. 
The  controverfy  got  accefs  into  an  Independent  congregation  at 
Edinburgh,  and,  in  the  following  Augufl,  fix  of  them  came  off, 
embraced  baptifm,  and  were  added  to  the  church.  Among  thefe 
were  James  MTean  and  Robert  Wilfon,  now  deacons. 

Meantime,  it  was  privately  intimated,  that  Mr.  Walker  and 
thofe  in  connexion  with  him,  were  difpofed  to  a  reconciliation* 
and  defirous  of  returning  to  the  church,  and  feme  of  them  plainly 
declared  this  to  Arch.  M4Lean.  Upon  this  he  wrote  tt>  Air* 
Walker  to  know  the  flate  of  his  mind,  alluring  him  that  his  re¬ 
union  with  the  church  would  give  him  the  utmofr  pleafure,  and 
that  he  would  cheerfully  concur  in  any  proper  meafure  for  brings 
ing  about  fo  defirable  an  event.  To  this  Mr.  Walker  returned  a 
very  agreeable  anfwer,  exprefling  his  defire  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  church,  and  his  readinefs  to  give  all  the  fatisfadion  in  hi* 
power  with  refped  to  any  thing  the  church  had  to  lay  to  his 
e; large,  A  perfonal  interview  enfued,  when  it  was  agreed,  that 
Arch.  M‘Lean  fhould  draw  up  the  grounds  of  difference,  dating 
the  particulars  wherein  Mr.  Walker  had  given  offence  to  him  and 
the  church,  and  alfo  an  acknowledgment  of  any  thing  wherein 
he  found  himfelf  blamable.  This  being  done  and  read  to  the 
church,  it  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Walker  for  his  confideration. 
Mr.  Walker  having  declared  his  full  fatisfaclion  with  Arch. 
M’Lean,  and  acknowledged  his  guilt  in  the  particulars  laid  before 
.rn ;  thofe  in  connexion  with  him  followed  his  example,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  contefled  their  fin  in  having  feparated  themfelves  from 
liie  church  upon  fuch  grounds.  There  was  yet  another  prelimi- 
naiy  to  fettle:  hrancis  Shand,  one  of  the  deacons,  who  had  fe¬ 
parated  with.  Mr.  Walker,  was  chofen  his  colleague,  and  another 
perfon  appointed  a  deacon  ;  but  as  thefe  appointments  were 
made  only  by  the  feparating  party,  and  in  pursuance  of  their  di- 
VKiing  meaiures,  the  church  would  by  no  means  receive  them  back 
homing  thefe  offices.  This  was  a  trying  circumftance  to  Mr, 
Waiker^and  his  wife,  who  had  a  high  opinion  of  Francis  Shand 
as  an  eider.  I  hey,  however,  yielded  upon  condition,  that  if 
the  church,  after  a  trial  of  his  gifts,  Ihould  find  him  qualified, 

Matters  being  thus  fettled,  both  Societies  met- in  one  place 
and  joined  in  falling  and  prayer,  confeffing  their  fins,  particular!* 
thole  wmeh  had  occafioned  their  reparation— thanking  God  for 
11s  great  goodnefs  and  mercy  in  bringing  them  together  again 
beyond  all  their  expeftations  and  deferts— befeeching  Him  to 
confirm  and  ftrengthen  their  union  in  the  truth,  and  their  love 
to  one  another  for  the  truth’s  fake-and  that  he  would  conddlend 
to  dwell  among  them,  and  build  them  together  as  an  habitation 
A  His  inrough  the  Spirit,  In  conclufion,  they  filmed  ofie  another 
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with  the  kifs  of  charity  in  teftimony  of  their  fall  reconciliation,. 
Thus  they  were  united  again  after  a  reparation  of  two  years  and 

it  has  been  noticed,  that  fix  members  of  an  Independent  foci- 
ety  had  embraced  baptifm  and  joined  the  church.  In  the  fpace 
ci  half  a  year,  near  twenty  more  from  the  fame  fociety  followed 
their  example  ;  among  the  firfl  was  Henry  David  Wiis,  now 
an  elder.  & 

About  the  end  of  the  year  1 777,  the  doarine  of  Chrift’s  fon- 
fliip  by  eternal  generation  happened  to  be  mentioned  in  conver- 
fation*  Archibald  M'Lean  expreffed  his  diflike  of  the  eternal  ge¬ 
neration .  Mr.  Walker  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this,  and  declared 
his  refolution  to  lay  the  matter  immediately  before  the  church. 
Archibald  McLean  perceiving  that  Mr.  Walker  did  not  properly 
underhand  his  fentiments,  and  being  apprehenfive  of  bad  confe- 
quences  from  his  involving  the  church  in  a  difputeof  this  nature, 
begged  he  would  delay  that  hep  till  he  had  more  thoroughly  con- 
fidered  the  fubjedt;  for  which  purpofe  he  offered  to  give  him  his 
thoughts  on  it  in  writing,  if  he  would  allow  him  time.  To  this 
he  agreed  ;  yet,  without  waiting  for  the  manufcript,  he  and 
Francis  Shand,  with  whom  he  confulted,  hurried  the  affair  into 
the  church;  The  point  was  publicly  debated  at  feveral  meetings, 
and  the  church  at  lafl  being  called  to  lignify  their  opinion,  it  ap¬ 
peared.  that  none  agreed  with  Mr.  Walker  and  Francis  Shand 
but  their  two  wives,  and  another  woman.  It  was  then  determined 
to  admit  no  further  deputation  upon  the  fabjedl,  and  therefore 
it  was  propofed  that  the  forementioned  members  fhould  either 
agree  to  forbear  the  difputed  point,  or  withdraw  from  the  com¬ 
munion,  that  peace  might  be  reftored  to  the  church.  After  fome 
deliberation  Mr.  Walker  declared  that  he  was  in  hearty  charity 
with  the  whole  church  notwithflanding  the  prefent  difference  , 
that  he  could  bear  with  them  in  love,  and  that  he  was  very  forry 
for  fome  unguarded  expreflions  which  he  had  uttered  in  the  com  fe 
of  the  debate.  The  three  women  alfo  profeffed  forbearance;  but 
Francis  Shand  went  out  without  declaring  his  mind.  At  next 
meeting,  he  faid,  that  he  had  not  freedom  in  his  mind  to  leave  the 
communion  on  account  of  this  difference ;  that  he  could  at  pre¬ 
fent  forbear  it,  and  had  charity  for  the  whole  church  ;  but  if 
upon  a  more  deliberate  confideration  of  the  fubjett,  he  faweaufe 
to  alter  his  mind,  he  would  in  that  cafe  declare  himfelf and  with¬ 
draw. 

In  January  1778,  Robert  Moncrieff,  elder  of  an  Independent 
lociety  at  Glafgow,  and  other  nine,  being  convinced  of  thefcrip- 
ture  dodtrine  of  Baptifm,  left  that  connexion,  and  wrote  to 
Archibald  M4Lean  to  come  and  baptize  them.  He  accordingly 
went,  and  adminiflered  that  ordinance  to  them  upon  a  profe/fion 
of  their  faith.  At  the  fame  time,  they  and  the  few  in  that  place 
who  had  renounced  Socinian  principles,  were  united,  and  fet  in 
church  order,  Robert  Moncrieff  being  appointed  their  elder. 
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Thole  in  connexion  with  Neil  Stuart  were  earneftly  defirous  of  a 
;>im£tion  with  this  new-ere£ted  lociety,  and  applied  to  Archibald 
McLean  for  a  conference  upon  the  point  of  difference  in  order 
to  prepare  the  way  for  this.  Lie  and  Robert  Moncneff  met  with 
them,  and  after  fome  argumentation,  it  ap,  eared  that  a  number 
of  them  were  doubtful  of  their  Socinian  fentiments.  Soon  after, 
the  greater  part  of  them  relinquifhed  thefe  tenets,  and  Neil 
Stuart,  likely  to  be  left  alone,  began  to  make  fome  conccffions, 
and  at  laft  acknowledged  his  error.  Upon  this,  they  wrote  a 
penitential  letter  to  the  church  at  Edinburgh,  figned  by  the  who!e| 
and  alfo  applied  for  admiffion  into  the  church  at  Glalgow,  re¬ 
nouncing  their  error,  and  confeffing  their  guilt,  and  were  all  re¬ 
ceived  except  Neil  Stuart  and  other  two.  Ever  fince  that  time? 
Neil  Stuart  has  kept  up  a  fmall  feparate  meeting,  but  has  no  con¬ 
nexion  or  correfpondence  with  the  other  churches.  Mean  tim$ 
James  Duncan,  bookfeller  in  Glalgow,  was  chofen  fellow-elder 
to  Robert  Moncneff. 

In  March  1778,  William  Braid  wood,  elder  of  the  independent 
fociety  at  Edinburgh,  left  that  fociety,  embraced  baptiim,  and 
joined  the  ch-urch.  Mr.  Charles  Stuart,  who  had  given  up  his 
charge  as  minifter  of  the  parilh  of  Cramond,  and  joined  the 
above-mentioned  fociety,  was  alfo  baptized  and  added  to  the 
church  in  May  that  year.  Lie  betook  himfelf  to  the  itudy  ofphy- 
fic,  and  is  now  an  eminent  phyfician  iji  Edinburgh.  About  this 
time  fome  perfons  from  Largo,  a  village  in  Fife,  were  baptized. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  church  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Walker  and  his  wife  now  began  to  be  very  urgent  to  have 
Francis  Shand  chofen  for  an  elder*  The  church  would  not  agree 
to  this,  but  fignified  their  dehre  that  William  Braidwood  thould 
be  appointed  to  that  office.  Mr.  Walker  yielded,  but  Francis 
Shand  oppofed  this  from  time  to  time,  alleging,  that  William 
Braidwood  had  not  been  fuffieiently  tried  as  to  his  qualifications  $ 
but  in  private  he  intimated  that  his  main  objection  was,  that  Mr. 
Braidwood  did  not  hold  the  doctrine  of  eternal  generation.  Upon 
examining  Francis  Shand,  it  was  found  that  he  did  not  forbear 
the  dilputed  point  as  he  had  profeffed  to  do,  but  was  continuing 
in  the  church  with  a  view  to  form  a  party,  and,  if  his  feheme; 
fhould  fucceed,  to  exclude  all  fuch  as  would  not  embrace  his 
fentiments  upon  that  point.  This  defign  he  openly  avowed  and 
juitifed  before  the  church,  fo  that  there  was  no  alternative  but 
to  put  him  away.  Mr.  Walker,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Shand, 
and  another  woman  oppofed  this;  for  though  they  were  obliged 
to  admit  that  he  was  an  offender  in  this  inflance,  and  was  hot 
hearing  the  church  ;  yet  they  pleaded  his  fmcerity,  and  the  yp- 
rightnefs  of  his  general  character,  and  wouul  on  no  account  agree 
to  his  exclufion.  Alter  much  argumentation  he  was  at  length 
puc  away,  and  Mr.  Walker,  with  the  three  women,  withdrew 
from  the  church.  But  as  they  had  Town  the  feeds  of  difeord  be¬ 
fore  they  wvnt  oft,  fo  their  dividing  influence  continued  a  con- 
fideraole  time  after,  by  means  of  fome  inexperienced  members. 
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kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  them,  and  under  the  notion  of 
removing  ilumbling-blocks  out  of  ihe  way  of  their  return,  brought 
Vp  accufations,  and  ftirred  up  jealoufies  and  animofities  in  the 
church,  which  role  to  fuch  a  height,  and  fpread  fo  univerfally, 
that  ail  order  was  fubverted,  and  the  elder’s  advice  and  warnings 
difivgarded,  till  the  whole  body  was  at  lad  diforganized. 

In  this  extremity  the  Lord  mercifully  interpofed.  The  fili¬ 
ation  in  which  the  members  now  found themfelves  began  to  open 
their  ,  eyes,  and  awaken  ferious  reflexion  and  regret.  The  fer¬ 
ment  fubfided  by  degrees,  and  the  caufe  of  it,  in  fo  far  as  it 
arefe  from  jealoufies  and  evil-furmifmgs,  vaniihed  upon  cool 
invefligation  A  few  were  at  firft  united  together  upon  a  pro- 
feflion  of  repentance  and  mutual  reconciliation,  and  to  thefe  all 
the  red  were  gradual  y  added  upon  a  like  profeflion.  This  affair 
left  a  deep  and  humbling  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  It  taught  them  exoerimentally  the  baneful  effects  of  dif- 
union,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  made  them  more  cautious  of 
every  thing  which  had  a  tendency  to  feparation. 

Mr.  Walker  and  the  three  who  adhered  to  him,  formed  them- 
felve  s  into  a  feparate  fociety,  and  chore  Francis  Shand,  again, 
for  an  elder.  They  have  kept  up  public  worfhip  ever  fi nee  ; 
but  their  hearers,  if  any,  are  very  few,  and  it  is  faid  their  num¬ 
ber  at  prefent  does  not  exceed  live.  Theyr  have  no  correfpond¬ 
ence  with  the  red  of  the  churches  *. 

Early  in  1779  William  Braidwood  was  chofen  joint-elder  with 
Arch.  McLean  of  the  church  at  Edinburgh  in  place  of  Mr. 
Walker.  The  fame  year  fome  perfons  from  Dunfermline  in 
Fife,  and  alfo  from  Wooier  in  Northumberland,  received  bap- 
tifm,  and  were  added  to  the  church. 

In  1780,  Mr.  George  Grieve,  who  had  been  mlnifter  of  the 
prefbyterian  congregation  at  Wooier,  and  had  parted  with  them 
upon"  congregational  principles,  embraced  baptifm  and  joined 
the  church  at  Edinburgh.  Soon  after  he  betook  himfelf  to  the 
Itudy  and  pradlice  of  phyfic. 

In  1  782,  fome  perfons  from  Galafhiels,  in  Selkirkfhire,  and  alio 
from  Newburgh  in  Fife,  were  baptized  and  joined  the  church. 
About  the  lame  time  Mr.  Andrew  Swanflon,  a  Burgher  Seceder, 
a  pious  young  man,  and  much  efteemed  as  a  preacher,  was  bap¬ 
tized  at  Glafgow.  For  wo  years  he  continued  to  exercife  his 

*  In  1787,  Mr.  Walker  publifhed  a  Defence  of  the  Dodlrine  of  the 
Trinity  and  eternal  Sonfhip  of  Chrift,  which  obliged  Arch.  McLean  to 
publifh,  the  year  following,  his  letter  on  the  Sonihip  of  Chrift  (written 
duiing  the  difpute),  together  with  a  Review  of  Mr.  Walker's  Defence, 
Mr. 'Walker  died  Novem  er  1791.  In  a  converfation  with  an  intimate 
of  his,  a  little  before  he  was  feized  with  his  lalt  illnefs,  he  regretted  with 
tears  the  difference  fuhfilling  between  him  and  Arch.  McLean,  and  ex- 
prelfed  his  earned:  with  for  a  reconciliation;  hut  this  was  not  made 
known  till  after  his  death.  Notwith  {landing  all  that  has  happened,  hie 
memory  is  ifill  dear  to  him  who  was  fo  long  happy  in  him  as  a  colleague, 
and  he  hopes  yet  to  join  him  in  that  happy  fociety  where  no  evil  influ¬ 
ence  fhall  ever  feparate  them  again,  it  16  faid,  he  died  in  a  very  com¬ 
fortable  flat#  of  mind. 

’  m  ffc 
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gifts  in  preaching  occafionally,  particularly  at  Dundee  and  New¬ 
burgh. 

As  the  fmall  focieties  at  a  diftanee  from  the  church  were  not 
embodied  or  fet  in  church  order,  they  were  confidered  as  branches 
of  the  church  at  Edinburgh,  to  which,  as  individuals,  they  had 
been  at  fir  ft  added  ;  but  as  they  could  not  regularly  aflemble 
with  the  church,  by  reafort  of  the  diftanee,  they  met  at  their 
refpeftive  places  by  themfelves  for  mutual  exhortation,  and  every 
part  of  divine  worfhip  excepting  the  Lord’s  fupper.  This  ex¬ 
ception  was  objected  to  by  William  Hynd,  one  of  the  members 
at  Newburgh,  who  affirmed,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  difci- 
pies  to  obferve  the  Lord’s  fupper  wherever  two  or  three  of  them 
could  meet  together,  although  they  Were  not  furnifhed  with 
elders,  or  fet  in  church  order,  lie  gained  feveral  over  to  his 
opinion,  and  among  the  reft  Mr.  Swanfton,  and  prevailed  upon 
him  to  write  to  the  church  at  Edinburgh  for  their  concurrence. 
The  queftion  being  laid  before  the  church,  Mr.  Stuart  and 
Mr,  Grieve  viewed  it  as  a  doubtful  point,  and  infifted  that  it 
fhould  be  a  matter  of  forbearance,  and  that  the  church  ought 
not  to  interfere  or  oppofe  it.  The  elders  and  the  reft  of  the 
church  were  of  a  different  opinion  :  they  maintained,  that  the 
Lord’s  fupper  belonged  only  to  a  regular  conftituted  church, 
furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  gifts  and  offices,  or  fuch  an  organ¬ 
ized  body  as  is  defcribed,  i  Cor.  xii. — - -That  to  fuch  churches 
it  was  at  firft  delivered  by  the  apoftles,  as  thev  had  received  it 
from  the  Lord,  Ads  ii.  42.  1  Cor.  x.  16,  17.  ch.  xi.  2,  23.  and 
that  no  inftance  can  be  produced  to  the  contrary,  as  the  apoftles 
ordained  elders  in  every  church.  Ads  xiv.  23.  Tit.  i.  5. —  !  hat 
the  example  of  Chrift  at  its  firft  inftitution  points  out  the  part 
affigned  to  the  adminiftrator,  which  is  competent  to  fuch  only 
as  are  appointed  to  feed  the  flock — -That  our  Lord’s  rule  of 
difeipline  (Matt.  Xviii.)  does  not  permit  us  to  look  upon  two  or 
three  as  a  church,  fince  it  requires  at  lead  that  number  to  go 
through  the  private  fteps  of  it',  beftdes  the  church  or  congrega¬ 
tion  before  which  the  matter  is  laid  in  the  laft  refort- — And  that 
the  innovation  propofed  would  fet  a  fide  the  folemnity  of  that 
iacred  inftitution,  tend  to  wear  oft'  the  reverence  due  to  it,  in¬ 
troduce  many  diforders,  and  expofe  the  profeftion  to  juft  cenfure. 
For  thefe  reafons  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Though  Mr,  Swanfton  did  not  urge  this  matter  any  farther, 
yet  from  that  time  his  mind  began  to  cool  towards  the  connexion. 
But  William  Hynd,  the  original  broacher  of  that  fentiment,  ftre- 
nuoufly  held  to  his  point;  and  notwithftan  dng  much  pains  was 
taken  to  convince  and  admonifh  him  from  time  to  time,  for  near 
Ihe  fpace  of  a  year,  he  ftill  perfifted  in  urging  his  opinion  upon 
the  members  at  Newburgh  and  Dundee,  and  endeavoured  to 
difaffefl  their  minds  towards  the  church  at  Edinburgh.  Three 
fucceflive  letters  were  fent  to  him,  defiring  him  to  come  and 
appear  before  the  church;  but  this  he  repeatedly  retufed  to  do* 
^  hile  this  matter  was  depending,  Mr.  Swanfton,  then  at  Dun- 
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dee,  feparated  himfelf  from  the  connexion,  without  giving  any 
proper  reafon  for  fo  doing,  but  that  he  wifhed  to  be  by  himfelf 
■ns  the  Lord’s  freed  man,  and  to  preach  the  Gofpel  at  large, 
without  regard  to  any  particular  connexion.  An  elder  and  one 
cf  the  members  from  the  church  at  Edinburgh  ufed  much  perltia- 
hon  to  make  him  alter  his  refolution,  but  to  no  purpofe.  This 
being  reprefented  to  the  church,  it  was  agreed,  that  as  Mr. 
Swanlton  had  leparated  himfelf,  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  no 
longer  in  the  connexion,  and  held  as  one  who  had  unwarrantably 
gone  out  from  them.  Mr.  Stuart  oppofed  this,  and  blamed  the 
church  for  having  laid  a  (tumbling- block  in  his  way  by  their 
decifion  as  to  the  Lord’s  Supper*, vand  other  things. 

William  Hvnd’s  cafe  was  next  laid  before  the  church,  and  af- 
ter  a  due  confideration  of  his  conduct  in  this  matter,  his  obfti- 
nacy  in  it,  and  the  evil  effects  which  it  had  already  produced,  it 
was  agreed  that  he  fhould  be  excluded  f.  Mr.  Stuart  and 
another  member,  ftrenuoully  oppofed  this  alfo,  and  were  fo  in¬ 
dexible  in  their  oppofition,  that  the  church  were  laid  under  the 
difagreeable  neceffity  of  excluding  them  alfo  J.  Mr.  Grieve 
declared  that  he  could  not  bear  with  the  church  unlefs  they  yielded 
the  point  as  to  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  therefore  withdrew  from 
the  connexion.  This  vexatious  affair  was  concluded  April  1784, 
fmce  which  time  the  church  at  Edinburgh  has',  upon  the  whole,, 
enjoyed  much  peace. 

In  October  1784,  Henry  David  Inglis  was- appointed  an  addi¬ 
tional  elder  of  the  church  at  Edinburgh.  The  fame  yearfeveral 
perfons  from  Perth,  and  alfo  from  Dundee  were  baptized.  The 
church  at  this  laft  place  had  been  long  without  elders,  and  were 
reduced  to  a  fmall  number;  but  now  they  began  to  encreafe,  and 
a  con fider able  number  was  added  to  them  in  a  ihort  time.  In 
1785  Robert  Walker,  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  at  Glas¬ 
gow,.  wfas  choien  an  additional  elder  of  that  church. 

About  this  time  William  Dickie,  a  deacon  of  the  church  at 
Edinburgh,  received  a  call  to  the  elder’s  office  from  the  brethren 
at  Dundee,  and  though  many  inconveniencies  of  a  worldly  na¬ 
ture  lay  in  the  way,  yet  he  chearfully  accepted  of  it,  gave  up 
his  bullnefs  at  Edinburgh,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Dun¬ 
dee  :  So  that  the  church  there  was  again  fet  in  order  February 
1787,  and  James  Duncan,  one  of  the  members,  was  chofen  col¬ 
league  to  William  Dickie. 

The  church  at  Glafgow  nad  by  this  time  increafed  coniiderabl} . 
Mr.  Moncrieff’s  popular  talents,  and  (hiking  manner  of  delivery, 
had  alfo  for  feveraLyears  drawn  a  great  number  ot  hearers.  But 


*  Mr.  Swan  lion  died  at  Glafgow  of  a  decline  not  long  after.  _ 

4  Some  years  after  this  William  Hynd,  in  order  to  get  aocefs  into  t  ie 
church  at  Dundee,  made  a  full  confeiliofi  of  his  error,  difaffechon  and 
wilful  obllihacy  in  this  matter.  He  was  received,  but  loon  after  ex¬ 
cluded  again  for  his  factious  conduct  in  that  church. 

t  Mr.  Stuart  with  four  more  tftet  by  themfelves,  and  baptizeu  lome  ; 
hut  they  have  all  left  him  and  joined  the  church  except  two.  He  and 
UK,f6  two  at  prefer  attend  the  church  aOemblies  as  heaters. 
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in  winter  1787  be  was  feized  with  confumptive  complaints,  which 
rapidly  increafed.  Phylicians  advifed  his  removal  to  a  warmer 
climate,  and,  at  the  importunity  of  friends,  he  at  laft  contented 
to  go  to  the  South  of  France.  His  parting  with  the  church  was 
truly  an  affeCting  fcene:  He  addreffed  them  in  a  fhort  dilcourfe 
from  2  Gor.  xiii.  1 1.  The  whole  church  were  in  tears,  forrowing 
moft  of  all  for  the  hints  he  gave,  and  the  fears  they  had,  of  fee¬ 
ing  his  face  no  more.  He  fet  out,  attended  by  Mrs.  Mon- 
crieff,  and  a  young  man  ip  the  medical  line;  but  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  London  it  was  not  thought  advifable  that  he  fhould 
proceed,  on  his  journey  any  farther  than  Lyme  in  Dorfetfhire,  at 
which  place  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  April  1788.  He  was  a 
faithful,  zealous,  and  active  fervant  oi  Jefus  Chrilt,  and  the  lofs 
of  him  has  been  much  felt  and  lamented,  not  only  by  the  church 
of  which  he  was  an  overfee r,  but  by  the  whole  connexion. 

In  Auguft  following,  an  affair  of  difcipline  took  place  in  the 
church  at  Glafgow,  about  which  the  elders  difagreed.  Robert 
Walker  carried  the  matter  fo  high  as  to  leave  the  church,  and 
draw  feveral  members  after  him.  His  conduct  was  much  dil- 
approved  of  by  the  reft  of  the  churches.  The  greater  part  of 
thofe  who  went  off  with  him  foon  left  him,  and  tome  of  them 
have  returned  to  the  church,  fo  that  there  are  not  above  live  or 
fix  connected  with  him  at  prefent. 

The  church  at  Montrofe  had  gradually  declined  for  feveraf 
years.  Two  of  their  elders  were  excluded,  the  third  removed 
to  Dundee  where  he  died,  and  the  whole  church  is  now  diffolved, 

James.  Duncan,  one  of  the  elders  at  Dundee,  embraced  Uni¬ 
tarian  fentiments,  as  they  are  unfairly  called,  and  other  errors, 
and  was  excluded  from  the  church. 

In  October  1791  the  church  at  Largo  was  fet  in  order;  John 
Goodfir,  Surgeon  ;  and  Thomas  Paterfon  being  appointed  elders. 
Since  that  time  they  have  increafed  confiderably. 

In  O&ober  1794.,  Feter  Whitock  waschofen  colleague  to  Mr. 
Duncan  at  Glafgow,  and  in  November  following,  David  Miller 
was  appointed  fellow-elder  to  Mr.  Dickie  at  Dundee. 

A  confiderable  number  from  Paifley  have  of  late  years  been 
baptized  and  added  to  the  church  at  Glafgow.  In  June  1795 
they  were  fet  in  church  order,  Thomas  Watfon  and  William 
Marfhall  being  chofen  elders.  Their  number  fince  that  time 
has  been  doubled, 

There  is  alfo  a  fmall  fociety  at  Kircaldy,  in  Fife,  which,  not 
being  yet  fet  in  order,  is  under  the  infpeCtion  of  the  church  at 
Edinburgh. 

Though  it  does  not  ftriCily  belong  to  this  account  of  Scots 
Baptifts,  yet  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  there  are  fome  fmall 
iocieties  connected  with  them  in  England,  viz.  at  Whitehaven, 
London,  Chefter,  Hull  and  Beverly.  Only  thofe  at  London  and 
Chefter  are  fet  in  church  order. 

The  number  of  Baptifts  at  prefent  in  Scotland  amounts  to 
s.bout  380,  excluftve  of  3  few  fmall  parties  which  are  not  con¬ 
nected 
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nested  with  the  churches.  Double  that  number  has  been  bap¬ 
tized  finee  the  beginning  of  the  profefiion,  but  many  have  died 
in  the  connexion,  and  many  have  been  excluded.  The  llrictnels 
ot  their  dilciphne,  and  the  degree  of  felf-denial  which  their  reli¬ 
gious  profefiion  requires,  do  not  fuffer  us  to  expedl  that  they 
will  ever  become  a  very  numerous  or  powerful  body,  while  the 
world  retains  its  prefent  fpirit  and  character. 

As  to  their  principles ,  they  refer  us  to  no  human  fyftem  as  the 
unexceptionable  flandard  of  their  faith.  They  think  our  Lord 
and  his  apoftles  ufed  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech  in  telling  us  what 
we  fhould  believe  and  pradtife;  and  hence  they  are  led  to  un¬ 
derhand  a  great  many  things  more  literally  and  ftridtly  than 
thofe  who  feek  to  make  the  religion  of  Jefus  correfpond  with  the 
fafhion  of  the  times,  or  the  decent  courfe  of  the  world.  They 
believe  that  the  falvation  of  guilty,  helplefs  finners  is  firft  and 
laft  of  fovereign  free  grace,  and  not  of  him  that  willeth  or  run¬ 
neth. — That  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  ol  his  people  from  their  fins — • 
the  Chrift ,  or  anointed  prophet,  prielf  and  king  of  his  church— 
the  Son  of  God ,  or  the  word  made  flefh,  God  manifefted  in  the 
flefh,  the  firft- begotten  of  the  dead,  and  conftituted  heir  of  all 
things — That  by  his  life,  death,  refurredlion  and  afcenfion  into 
the  heavenly,  holy  place,  with  his  own  blood,  he  hath  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  his  people  from  the  guilt,  power  and  all 
the  confequences  of  fin,  and  procured  for  them  everlafting  life 
with  himfelf  from  the  dead- — That  men  are  juftified  freely  by 
divine  grace,  without  works  of  any  kind,  but  folely  through  the 
redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,  whenever  they  really  believe, 
or  credit  the  teftimony  of  God  concerning  his  Son  ;  which  be¬ 
lief  is  not  of  themfelves,  but  the  gift  of  God — That  all  who  be¬ 
lieve  and  are  juftified,  have  immediate  peace  with  God  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  degree  of  their  faith  ;  and  joy  in  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  they  have  now  received  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion — That  the  belief  of  the  truth  will  work  by  love  to  God 
who  hath  firft  loved  us,  and  to  thole  who  are  of  the  truth  for  the 
truths  fake  which  dwelleth  in  them  ;  it  will  overcome  the  world, 
with  all  the  allurements  and  tribulations  thereof ;  and  purify  the 
heart,  not  only  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  but  alfo  from  worldly  luffs, 
fuch  as  the  lull  of  the  flefh,  the  lull  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride 
of  life,  i.  e.  fenfuality,  covetoufnefs  and  ambition  (which  to  a 
certain  degree,  they  lav,  are  confidered  as  virtues  in  the  chrii- 
tian  world,  and  even  by  many  ferious  profefifors)  That  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  we  hold  fail  the  faith,  and  are  influenced  by  it  to  love 
God  and  keep  his  commandments,  we  fhall  have  an  mcreafing 
evidence  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  additional  to  wnat  we  had  on 
our  firft  believing,  and  therefore  ought  to  give  all  diligence  to 
make  our  calling  and  election  fure,  and  to  fhew  the  lame  dili¬ 
gence  to  the  full  aliii ranee  of  hope  unto  the  end.  i  hough  they 
hold  the  dodtrine  of  particular  election,  of  God’s  unchangeable 
and  everlafting  love,  and  of  the  perfeverance  ot  the  faints  ;  yet 

they  think  it  dangerous  to  comfort  people  by  thele  confident - 
J  tions 
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dons  when  they  are  evidently  in  a  backfiiding  ftate.  In  this 
cafe,  they  think  the  fcripture  motives  to  fear  are  mod:  ufeful, 
and  ought  to  have  their  full  force,  even  the  fear  of  falling  away, 
and  of  coming  fhort  of  the  heavenly  reft.  They  think  it  alfo 
unfafe,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  draw  comfort  from  the  reflexion  of 
our  having  once  believed ,  it  being  their  opinion,  that  we  mull 
be  reduced  to  the  mere  mercy  of  God,  through  the  atonement, 
which  gave  us  relief  at  firft.  Thefe  appear  to  be  their  views  of 
the  leading  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  chriftian  experience. 

Their  church  order  is  ftriftly  congregational,  and,  fo  far  as 
they  can  difeern,  upon  the  apoftollc  plan,  which  is  the  only 
rule  they  profefs  to  tollow.  The  nature  of  their  union  requires 
that  they  fhould  be  ftridl  and  impartial  in  d  icipline,  botn  to 
preferve  purity  of  communion,  and  to  keep  clear  the  channels 
of  biotherly  love,  that  it  may  circulate  freely  throughout  the 
body.  They  continue  ftedfaftly  every  firft  day  of  the  week  in 
the  apoftles  dodrine ,  i.  e.  in  hearing  the  feriptures  read  and  preach¬ 
ed—  and  in  the  fellozujh ip,  or  contribution— and  in  breaking-  of 
bread,  or  the  Lord’s  (upper — and  in  prayers,  andfingingof  pfalms, 
nymns  and  fpiritual  longs.  The  prayers  and  exhortations  of  the 
brethren  are  alfo  admitted  in  their  public  meetings.  i  hey  ob- 
fer\  e  the  love-feaft,  and,  upon  certain  occafinns.  i-l-w*  L-Uo 


tnefe  were  not  only  forbidden  to  Noah  and  his  polierity,  when  the 
grant  of  animal  food  was  firft  made  to  man,  but  alfo  under  the 
gofpel  they  are  moft  folemnly  prohibited  the  believing  Genti.es, 


civil  or  religious  nature. 
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In  a  following  Number  of  the  Regifter,  it  is  propofed  to 
give  a  lift  of  the  Scots  Churches,  with  the  number  of  Mem¬ 
bers  in  each,  and  alfo  a  catalogue  of  the  books  and  pamphlets 
which  have  been  publifhed  in  this  connexion  *. 


Encouragement  given  by  the  Scots  Baptists 

to  the  Missions. 


The  attempt  of  the  Free  Grace,  or  Particular  Baptifls 
in  England,  to  difteminate  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen  in 
foreign  lands,  has  only  of  late  been  generally  known  among 
the  Baptifls  in  Scotland.  But  it  appears  to  have  drawn  their 
m oft  ferious  attention,  and  to  have  met  with  their  warmed: 
withes  and  hearty  concurrence,  after  they  had  duly  delibe¬ 
rated  on  the  fubjedl.  Hence  the  Pallors  of  the  Baptift 
Church  which  meets  for  divine  wordiip  in  Richmond-court, 
Edinburgh,  have  illullrated  the  dodfrine  of  the  fcriptures 
concerning  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel  among  all  nations,  and 
urged  their  people  to  be  fellow-helpers  in  this  glorious 
caufe,  both  by  their  prayers  to  the  Lord  of  the  harveft,  and 
by  every  kind  and  degree  of  co-operation  in  their  power. 
The  brethren  alfo,  in  their  exhortations,  have  zealoully 
united  with  their  pallors. 

At  the  clofe  of  1795,  Mr.  Archibald  McLean,  one  of 
their  pallors,  delivered  a  difcourfe  to  them,  on  Pfalm  xxii. 
27,  28.  All  the  ends  of  the  earth  fhall  remember  and  turn 
unto  the  Lord ;  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  Jhall  wor- 
jhip  before  thee .  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord’s,  and  he  is  the 
Governor  among  the  nations .  After  repeated  folicitations,  the 
Author  has  been  prevailed  on  to  let  this  fermon  appear  in 
print  f . 

This  year,  the  brethren  in  that  fociety- made  a  public  con¬ 
tribution  on  a  Lord’s-day  forenoon  and  afternoon  at  their 
place  of  worfhip,  of  which  they  fpeak  modeftly  themfelves, 
but  it  is  to  a  handfome  amount,  and  was  with  great  pleafure 
received  by  the  Society  in  England. 

Mr.  McLean  has  alfo  printed  extra&s  from  the  Periodical 
Accounts  of  the  Baptift  Society  in  England  for  propagating 
the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen,  to  which  he  has  added  the 
following  addrefs. 


*  It  may  be  p  e.r  'o  remark,  That  this  account  of  the  Scots  Baptifts 
■was  drawn  up  fr  )  th  bejl  iources  of  information,  and  beais  date  No\ . 
1795.  Editor. 

a.  It  may  be  had  of  the  Bookfellers  in  Scotland,  and  o.  Mr.  Button, 
Tate rnolter-row,  London. 
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Addrefs  on  the  Duty  of  ufing  Means  for  the  Univerfal  fpread 

of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  ChrifL 

To  the  People  of  God  in  Scotland \ 

My  defign  in  drawing  up  and  publifhing  the  foregoing  ac¬ 
counts  *,  is  to  acquaint  fuch  of  you  as  have  not  feen  the  diffe¬ 
rent  publications,  with  what  is  going  on ;  and  to  excite  all  who 
fincerely  wifh  the  extenfion  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  to  join 
i/Tue  with  the  benevolent  and  fpirited  exertions  which  are  now 
making  to  fend  the  gofpel  among  the  dark  and  benighted  hea¬ 
then.  Permit  me  then  to  offer  a  few  things  to  your  confideration 
on  this  important  fubject. 

The  deplorable  date  of  the  heathen  world  demands  our  in  oft 
ferious  attention.  According  to  the  loweft  computation,  there 
are  at  this  day  above  four  hundred  millions  of  our  brethren  of 
mankind  involved  in  grofs  pagan  darknefs,  and  ftupidly  worfhip- 
ping  demons,  or  the  work  of  their  own  hands.  Nor  is  this  all ; 
many  of  them  pradifethe  molt  fhocking  barbarities  and  unnatural 
cufloms,  fuch  as  offering  human  facrifices,  and  feafting  upon  the 
flefh  of  their  flain  enemies,  as  in  New  Zealand  and  the  iflands  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Others,  as  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  burn  women 
to  death  along  with  the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  hufbands,  and 
many  voluntarily  inflid  the  mod;  cruel  tortures  upon  themfelves. 
Thefe  things  cannot  fail  to  move  the  compaflion  of  every  perfon 
who  is  poffeffed  of  the  lea  ft  fpark  of  humanity.  But  how  deep¬ 
ly  mud;  it  affed  the  heart  of  a  Chrifiian  when  he  refieds  upon 
their  condition  in  relation  to  their  eternal  concerns !  It  is  truly 
overwhelming  to  think,  that  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  human  be¬ 
ings,  poifeffed  of  immortal  fouls,  equally  precious  with  our  own, 
and  capable  not  only  of  civilization,  but  of  regeneration  and 
everlafting  happinefs,  fhould  yet,  at  this  advanced  period  of  the 
Chrifiian  asra,  be  ltill  filing  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fhadow  of 
death,  totally  ignorant  of  the  only  way  of  falvation,  without 
Chrift,  without  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  In  com¬ 
paring  our  fituation  with  theirs,  we  cannot  but  adore  the  fove- 
reign  difpenfations  of  God,  and  his  diflinguifhing  grace  towards 
us,  who  were  originally  in  the  fame  ftate,  and  deferved  no  better 
than  they :  But  have  we  not  at  the  fame  time  much  caufe  of  deep 
reg  ret  that  we  have  hitherto  done  fo  little,  if  any  thing  at  all, 
towards  communicating  to  them  the  invaluable  bleffings  which  we 
have  fo  freely  received  f 

Some  laudable  exertions  have  been  made,  and  are  flill  making, 
by  particular  focieties,  to  propagate  the  gofpel  among  \ the  hea¬ 
then,  and  which,  through  the  divine  blelling,  have  produced 
good  effeds ;  but  it  is  too  obvious,  that  Chrifiians  in  general  have 
not  been  much  imprefled  with  the  obligations  they  are  under  to 

*  Ky  the  foregoing  accounts  Mr,  M.  intends  the  extrads  he  had  printed 
from  the  periodical  papers  of  the  Bapti i\  Society,  £oitor. 
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co-operate  \a  fuch  undertakings.  Let  it  therefore  be  duly  con- 
fidered,  that  it  is  the  commandment  of  the  everlafting  Cod 
that  the  gofpel  fhould  be  made  known  to  all  nations  for  the 
ooedience  of  faith  *.  Jt  is  the  exprefs  commission  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  to  his  apoftles,  “  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature — Go  ye  there¬ 
fore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  l  ather,  and  oi  the  Son,  and  ol  the  Holy  Ghofl.  Teaching 
them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  ; 
ar|d  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  f  ” 
I  his  commilfion  was  not  reftri6ted  to  the  apoftles,  for  many  others 
were  engaged  in  executing  it ;  nor  did  it  expire  with  their  lives. 
It  is  a  Handing  law  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  continues  in 
force  through  all  ages  of  the  church,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world,  as  the  promife  which  accompanies  it  plainly  imports.  True 
indeed,  it  is  addrefied  immediately  to  teachers,  and  all  are  not 
fuch ;  nor  is  it  the  duty  of  all  teachers  to  leave  their  refpedlive 
charges:  But  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Chriftians  to  be  fellow -helpers  to 
the  truth,  by  aftifting  thofe  who  for  his  name’s  fake  go  forth, 
taking  nothing  of  the  Gentiles  J  :  They  can  co-operate  according 
to  their  refpedtive  fpheres,  abilities,  and  opportunities,  with  the 
focieties  who  are  engaged  in  fuch  undertakings,  and  aflift  them 
by  their  contributions,  their  influence,  their  advice,  and  their 
prayers  ;  fo  that  all  have  it  in  their  power  to  concur  in  one  way 
or  other  in  promoting  the  great  defign  of  this  commiflion,  confe- 
quently  it  mull:  be  their  bounden  duty.  If  it  be  our  duty  to  love 
Chrift’s  caufe,  to  be  zealous  for  his  honour  and  intereft  in  the 
world,  and  concerned  about  the  falvation  of  our  fellow-men  ; 
then  certainly  it  is  our  duty  to  promote  thefe  according  to  our 
fphere  and  ability :  If  it  be  our  duty  to  pray  that  his  kingdom 
may  come ;  that  his  laving  health  may  be  known  among  all  na¬ 
tions,  and  that  for  this  end  he  would  lend  forth  labourers  into  his 
harveft,  it  muft  undoubtedly  be  our  duty  to  adl  fuitably  to  fuch 
prayers,  in  fo  far  as  we  have  it  in  our  power. 

Confider  what  encouragements  we  have  to  concur  in  fuch  a  glo¬ 
rious  undertaking.  The  mighty  King  of  Zion  has  promifed  to 
thofe  who  are  engaged  in  it  according  to  his  will,  “  Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.”  The  work 
is  indeed  extenlive  and  arduous,  and  there  are  many  obftacles  in 
the  way,  which  to  human  power  are  altogether  infurmountable  ; 
but  what  then  ?  Is  there  any  thing  too  hard  for  him  who  has  all 
power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;  who  makes  his  ftrength  perLft  in 
weaknefs,  and  who  has  pledged  his  faithfulnefs  to  g.ve  luecels  to 
the  means  he  has  appointed  ?  Confider  alfo,  that  the  word  of  God 
abounds  with  promiies,  that  Chrift’s  kingdom  ftiall  at  laft  univer- 
ially  prevail  on  the  earth.  The  Father  hath  given  him  the  hea¬ 
then  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  fo^ 
his  poiTeffion  §.  It  is  promifed,  that  all  nations  (hall  be  blelfed  in 

*  Rom.  xvi.  26.  f  Mark.  xvi.  15.  tyUtth.  19*  20 
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him;*— that  all  the  ends  of  the  world  fhall  remember  and  turn 
tinto  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  fhall  worfhip 
before  him  f ; — that  the  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea  f :  And  it  is  the  united 
voice  of  the  oracles  of  truth,  that  all  the  fucceffive  fhakings  and 
overturnings  of  the  monarchies  and  kingdoms  of  this  world,  lhall 
at  laft  iffue  in  their  becoming  our  Lord’s  and  his  Chrift’s§* 
What  an  encouraging  profped  does  this  open  to  our  view  1  We 
are  certain  that  this  happy  period  will  come;  and  though  it  is 
not  for  us  to  know  the  times  and  feafons,  yet  we  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Lord  at  prefent  feems  remarkably  at  work  in  va¬ 
rious  ways,  and  particularly  in  ftirring  up  inflruments  to  diffufe 
the  light  of  the  gracious  gofpel  over  the  dark  parts  of  the 
earth.  Is  not  this  a  hopeful  fign  that  he  is  about  to  accomplifh 
the  great  things  which  he  hath  promifed  refpedting  the  glory  of 
the  latter  days  ?  Much  indeed  is  to  be  done,  and  it  is  likely  that  it 
will  be  a  work  of  time;  but  this  ought  not  to  dilcourage  the 
children  of  God  from  perievering  in  the  ufe  of  the  appointed 
means,  which  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
ltrong  holds.  The  truth  lhall  at  laid  prevail,  and  thofe  who  are 
inftrumental  in  turning  many  to  righteoufnefs  fhall  ihine  as  the 
ftars  for  ever  and  ever. 

In  forming  affociations  of  this  kind,  it  is  proper  that  Chrif- 
tians  fhould  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  leading  views  and  principles  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  propofe  to  co-operate ;  and  though  it 
cannot  be  expe&ed  that  all  who  unite  in  this  defign  fhould  be 
precifely  of  the  fame  fentiments  in  every  thing,  yet  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  that  they  fhould  be  agreed  in  the  great  and  effen- 
tial  doctrines  o!  the  gofpel;  for  without  this  they  can  have  no 
proper  union  :  And  there  is  the  more  need  to  be  cautious  in  this, 
becaufe  no  other  fcheme  of  dedtrine  than  that  which  theapoflles 
preached  will  be  bleiled  of  God  for  the  falvation  of  men ;  and 
there  is  an  anathema  denounced  upon  all  who  preach  any  other 
gofpel,  or  corrupt  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  It  gives  me  fin  cere 
pleafure,  however,  to  obferve,  that  the  miffionary  focieties  which 
have  lately  been  formed  profefs  evangelical  principles,  and  in  fo 
far  as  they  propagate  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  I 
mod:  heartily  wifh  them  God  fpeed. 

Though  we  of  the  Baptifi  denomination  in  Scotland  differ  in 
fome  things  from  thofe  of  the  fame  denomination  in  England, 
*.nd  have  no  intention  to  depart  from  thofe  principles  by  which 
the  order  and  government  of  our  churches  have  hitherto  been  re¬ 
gulated  ;  yet  being  fatisfied  upon  the  whole  that  they  preach  the 
faith  of  the  gofpel,  and,  as  they  declare,  “  maintain  the  impor- 
“  tant  doctrines  of  Three  equal  Perfons  in  the  Godhead  ;  eternal 
“  and  perfonal  eledtion ;  original  fin;  particular  redemption  5 
t[  free  justification  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed;  effi- 

cacjous  grace  in  regeneration ;  the  final  perfeverance  of  the 

*  Gcn*  XX11-  18.  ..  f  Pfal.  xxii.  27.  JIfa.  xi.  9'. 

V  Pan.  ii.  25;  44.  chap.  vii.  14,  27,  R$y,  *5. 
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*4  faints ;  the  refurre&ion  of  the  dead  ;  the  general  judgment  at 
“  the  la  ft  day ;  and  the  life  everlafting,”  we  have  confidered  it 
as  our  duty  to  aflift  their  miflionary  fociety,  and  have  made  a 
general  contribution  among  ourlelves  for  this  purpofe.  But  being 
few  in  number,  and  moft  of  us  in  moderate  cireumftances,  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  give  any  confiderable  aid ;  and  as  we  under¬ 
hand  the  Baptift  Society’s  Funds  are  but  fmall,  though  they 
have  four  miftionaries  already  employed  in  heathen  countries ; 
we  therefore  wilh  to  give  an  opportunity  to  fuch  of  the  difciples 
of  Chrift  in  this  part  of  the  country  as  may  approve  of  the  mea- 
fures  hitherto  purfued  by  that  fociety,  to  contribute  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  enabling  them  to  be  more  extenfively  ufeful. 

Donations  to  the  Baptift  Society  in  England ,  for  propagating  the  Gofpel 
among  the  Heathen ,  will  be  received  by  Mr.  William  Braidwood, 
merchant  in  Edinburgh  ;  Meflrs.  James  and  Andrew  Duncan, 
bookfellers  in  Glafgow ;  and  Mr.  Alexander  Millar,  merchant 
in  Dundee. 
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Brief  Memoirs  of  the  late 

* 

Rev.  Samuel  Stennett,  D.D* 

Chiefly  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Jofepb  Jenkins ,  D.  D.  and  com¬ 
municated  by  him  for  infertion  in  the  R.egifter. 

Dr.  Samuel  Stennett  the  younger*  fon of  Dr.Jofeph 
Stennett,  a  former  worthy  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church 
in  Little  Wild-ftreet,  Lincoln*s-inn~fields,  London,  was 
bom  at  Exeter,  in  which  city  his  father  had  been  many 
years  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church,  before  his  refidence  in 
London.  He  was  formed  by  nature,  and  by  grace,  for  the 
diftinguifhed  figure  he  afterwards  made.  To  the  ftrength 
of  natural  faculties,  vigour  of  imagination,  and  acutenefs  of 
judgment  of  which  he  was  poffefted,  he  had  added,  from  his 
earlieft  years,  fo  clofe  an  attention  to  reflection  and  ftudy, 
that  there  was  fcarcely  a  topic  in  fcience  or  literature,  in 
religion,  or  even  politics,  but  he  feemed  to  have  invelftigat- 
ed  :  and  fo  habitual  was  it  to  him  to  arrange  his  ideas  on 
the  different  fubjedfs,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  hiinfeff,  and 

Dr.  Scennett  had  an  elder  brother,  Mr.  7 ofeph  Stennett ,  who  was 
paftor  of  the  Baptilt  Cnurch  at  Coate,  in  Oxfordshire.  He  died  in  1 769, 
.and  a  funeral  fermon  for  [am  was  publiihcd  by  the  Key.  JMr.  Burner,  of 
Abingdon. 
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yet  quite  natural,  that  when  a  queftion,  which  to  others  was 
new,  unufal,  or  perplexed,  hath  been  propofcd  to  him,  they 
were  furprifed  to  And  how  familiarly  he  was  acquainted  with 
it.  In  a  few  fentences  he  would  develope  the  difficulty  as 
far  as  a  reafonable  man  could  expert  fatisfadlion,  for  he  en^ 
joyed  an  happy  facility  of  refolving  intricate  matters,  fo  that 
confufion  feemed  to  fly  before  his  comprehenfive  mind.  His 
preparatory  ftudies  for  the  miniftry  were  paffed  under  the 
tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard  *,  formerly  an  eminent 
theological  tutor,  and  under  that  celebrated  linguift  Dr. 
John  Walker,  once  of  the  Academy  at  Mile-End,  which  was 
afterwards  removed  to  Homerton  $  whofe  fuccefsful  method 
of  inftrudtion  furnifhed  fo  many  Diflenting  congregations, 
as  well  as  churches  in  the  Effablifhment,  with  critical,  learn¬ 
ed,  and  evangelical  minifters.  Dr.  Stennett’s  attainments 
in  Latin,  G*reek,  and  the  Oriental  tongues^  and  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  facred  literature,  are  abundantly  vifible  in  his  valu¬ 
able  controverfal  writings,  and  the  variety  of  difcourfes  he 
hath  publifhed.  Belides  which,  his  acquaintance  with  mo¬ 
dern  authors,  with  what  is  commonly  ftiled  polite  learning, 
hiftory,  the  conffitution  and  language  of  his  country — his 
command  of  words  upon  all  occafions,  and  that  mellifluous 
art  he  had  of  putting  them  together — the  chaftity  of  his 
dicffion — his  lovely  talent  for  poetry  (which  he  chiefly  ap¬ 
plied  to  religious  fubjefls) — the  melting  elocution  with 
which  he  fpoke — the  cheerfulnefs  and  entertainment  of  his 
common  converfation— the  lively  fallies  of  his  wit — his 
confummate  prudence  and  power  over  his  own  temper — the 
unaffedled  gentility  of  his  addrefs,  and  the  politenefs  of  his 
manners,  were  fo  pleafing,  that  whenever  he  was  fpoken  of 
it  was  with  affection  or  admiration.  Such  was  his  affability 
of  mind,  that  he  could  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  meaneft, 
and  give  advice  and  comfort  to  the  poor,  the  vulgar,  and  the 
illiterate. — In  many  a  wretched  appartment  in  the  city  of 
London,  he  has  wept  over  the  Tick  and  dying,  generoufly 
relieved  their  wants,  and  with  his  knees  on  the  bare  floor, 
has  lifted  up  his  cries  to  God  for  them.  And  yet  if  called  upon, 
he  was  fo  perfectly  at  eafe  in  the  higher  circles  of  life,  that 
refpcdlable  perfonages  in  honourable  ftations  and  of  noble 
rank,  have  fought  his  friendfhip,  and  thought  themfelves 
honoured  by  it :  all  the  ufe  he  made  of  which  was,  to  em¬ 
brace  the  greater  opportunity  it  gave  him  of  doing  good; 
nor  was  he  to  be  retarded  in  this  purfuit  by  the  attacks  of 
obloquy  and  flander;  a  good  confcience  in  the  fight  of  Gcd 

1*  Predeceffior  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel  Brewer  in  the  paltoral  office 
at  Stepney. 
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carried  him  above  the  reproaches  of  cenforioufnefs  and  ca¬ 
lumny.  Had  ambition,  his  perfonal  emolument,  or  prefer¬ 
ment  of  any  kind  been  his  objects,  his  own  accomplifhments 
and  large  connexions  opened  a  ready  door  to  them  :  and  what 
is  more,  he  might  have  had  preferment  unenvied.  Perfons 
of  eminence  in  the  eftablifhment  have  exprefled  their  regret 
that  l)r.  Stennett  was  not  among  them;  voluntarily 
remarking,  that  there  is  not  a  fituation.  in  the  national  church 
which  he  was  undeferving  of.  But  though  he  was  candid  to 
the  opinion  ot  others,  a  friend  to  private  judgment,  and  a 
lover  of  good  men  of  every  perfuafion  ;  he  was  a  Diflenter— 
a  Diflenter  from  principle — a  Baptift he  defired  no 
higher  honour  upon  earth,  than  to  be  an  ufeful  Baptift  Mini- 
fter  *  ;  and  the  only  preferment  he  had  (if  we  may  focall  that 
which  had  no  emolument  whatever)  was,  that  in  the  year 
1763,  the  King’s  College  and  Univerfity  of  Aberdeen,  unfo- 
licited  by  him,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Divinity.  But  this  honour  did  not  elevate  his  mind  above 
what  he  >vas  before.  No;  he  was  hill  the  fame  humble 
chriftian ;  and  to  God  he  had  confecrated  his  days,  his  talents, 
his  ftrengtK,  his  reputation,  his  all.  He  was  called  by  the 
grace  of  God  in  early  life,  and  it  is  conje&ured  that  the 
circumftances  attending  his  conversion  may  tairly  be  gathered 
from  the  Following  hymn,  with  which  he  appeared  more 
pleafed  than  with  many  others  which  he  had  compofed,  anc$ 
fuffered  to  be  published.  It  is  the  437th  in  'Dr.  Rippon’s 
Selection. 

•  %  •  t  *  »  , 

Praife  for  Con^verfion.  Pfalm  Ixvi.  16. 

i  •  •  * 

1  Come,  ye  tnat  fear  the  Lord, 

And  liften  while  I  tell, 

flow  narrowly  my  Feet  efcap’d 
The  Snares  of  Peath  and  Hell ! 

2  The  flatt’ring  Joys  of  Senfe 
A  flail'd  my  foohih.  Heart, 

While  Satan,  with  malicious  Skill, 

Guided  the  poifonous  Dert. 

I  fell  beneath  the  Stroke, 

But  fell  to  rife  again  : 

"My  AnguiSh  rous’d  me  into  Life, 

And  Pleafure  fprung  from  Pain. 

4  Darkneis,  and  Shame,  and  Grief 
Opprefs’d  my  gloomy  Mind; 

I  look’d  around  me  for  Relief, 

But  no  Relief  could  find.  *' 

*  The  article  “  Baptift,”  in  Dr.  Rees’s  edition  of  Chambers’s  Cyclops* 

dia,  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Stennett,  Edxtoji. 
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5  At  Length,  to  God  I  cry’d  ; 

He  heard  my  plaintive  Sigh, 

He  heard,  and  inftantly  he  Tent 
Salvation  from  on  high. 

6  My  drooping  Head  he  rais’d. 

My  bleeding  Wounds  he  heal’d. 

Pardon’d  my  Sins,  and  with  a  Smile 
The  gracious  Pardon  feal’d. 

7  O  !  may  I  ne’er  forget 
The  Mercy  of  my  God  ; 

Nor  ever  want  a  Tongue  to  fpread 
His  loudeit  Praife  abroad. 


Under  thefe  impreffions  he  voluntarily  prefented  him felf  a 
living  facrifice  unto  the  Lord.  Baptized  by  his  own  fatner 
when  very  young,  he  became  a  member  ot  the  Baptilt 
church  in  Wild-ltreet,  of  which  he  was  the  ornament  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  forty-feven  of  them  he  miniftered 
to  the  Church  in  Wild-ftreet,  Hrft  as  affiffant  to  his  father, 
and  afterwards  as  his  fucceflor  in  the  paftoral  office,  to 
which  he  was  ordained  in  the  year  5758. 

How  naturally  he  carfcd  for  the  diflentino*  intereff  was  vi/I  - 
ble  from  his  affiduous  labours  for  its  profperity,  and  the  ufe 
he  made  of  his  intercourfe  with  the  great,  for  obtaining 
objects  of  vaft  importance  towards  the  extenfion  of  religious 
liberty;  for  deliverance  from  thofe  (hackles  that  were  oppref- 
five,  and  which  might  in  worfe  times  prove  an  handle  for 
perfecution.  His  judicious  publications  upon  that  occafion 
will  long  fpeak  for  him,  as  will  the  refpect  he  at  all  times 
paid  to  each  denomination,  and  his  readinefs  to  ferve  them 
in  every  good  work.  Difference  of  religious  lentiments 
made  not  the  leaft  alteration  in  his  behaviour.  And  though 
he  might  think  the  difference  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  he 
durft  not  venture  his  own  foul  upon  the  fentiments  of  others, 
ftill  he  knew  that  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God,  and  that  bad  temper,  bad  manners,  and  illi¬ 
beral  epithets,  would  not  recommend  the  love  of  God,  or 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  There  was  not  an  aultere  fea¬ 
ture  to  be  feen  in  his  countenance,  nor  a  forbidding  accent; 
heard  to  fall  from  his  lips. 

The  Baptilt  denomination  lay  particularly  near  his  heart, 
and  his  concern  for  it  ran  uniformly  through  his  whole  life* 
In  the  earlier  part  of  his  miniltry  he  proved  how  well  quali¬ 
fied  he  was  for  the  tuition  of  the  younger  brethren  intended 
for  the  fervice  of  the  landbiary;  and  he  was  the  means  of 
introducing  into  public  life  lorne  worthy  characters.,  whole 
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learning  and  minifterial  abilities  were  a  credit  to  the  caufe 
they  efpoufed  *  But  if  the  diverfity  of  his  other  engage- 
ments  prevented  his  continuance  in  that  capacity,  he  was 
happy  whenever  an  Opportunity  offered  of  infufing  inflec¬ 
tion,  in  -e  o  faying  or  doing  any  thing  that  might  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  good  of  that  profeflion  which  he  judged  to  be 
neat c A  the  plan  of  the  facred  fcriptures.  It  was  his  delight 
to  promote  peace  and  brotherly  love;  to  make  up  differences, 
01  explain  mifunderftandings,  that  at  any  time  unhappily 
took  pi  ace  in  churches  or  among  minifters.  He  grudged 
"°  Pains  *  and  many  can  recoiled!  repeated  inftances  in  which 
r  j  rmacie  him  remarkably  inftrumental  in  brino-ino-  about 
io  defirable  an  end.  If  the  churches  were  in  harmony,  and 
appeared  upon  found  principles  to  profper,  no  man  took 
greater  p.eafure  than  he  did,  or  had  more  heart-felt  forrow 
at  the  contrary  appearances. 

What  he  was  in  his  paftoral  office  will  long,  and  afFe&ion- 
ately  be  remembered.  His  chriftian  friends  will  never  forget 
\vnat  he  was  to  the  very  fhort  interval  between  his  labors  and 
his  dec  .ale  With  what  unwearied  zeal  he  appeared  in  the 
houfe  of  God— With  what  fervor  and  humility  he  went  be¬ 
fore  them  in  Applications  to  the  throne  of  grace!— With 
what  clear nefs  and  warmth  he  opened  the  fcriptures,  declared 
the  tidings  of  falvation  to  them,  and  as  a  father  doth  his  chil¬ 
dren,  exhorted,  comforted,  warned,  dire&ed  them  ! _ With 

what  folemnity  he  adminiftered  the  ordinance  of  baptifm!— 
With  what  facred  ardor  he  petitioned  God,  when  in  prayer 
no  laid  hands  upon  the  baptized  at  the  time  of  their  admiffion 
into  the  Church*  -With  what  melting  pathos  he  fiatedlv  ad- 
tniniftered  the  memorials  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord! 
—With  what  emphafis,  even  to  tears,  he  would  frequently 
repeat  thofe  lines  of  Dr.  You  no-,  } 

“  A  pardon  bought  with  blood  !  With  blood  divine ! 

“  With  blood  divine,  of  him  I  macle  my  foe!” _ 

In  what  a  plealing  and  familiar  manner  he  expounded  the 

word  of  God  in  the  private  meetings  of  the  Church  ! _ With 

what  prudence  he  prefided  in  their  affemblies  for  deliberation, 
and  how  anxious  he  was  that  unanimity  might  prevail  amomr 
them  !— Nor  mu  ft  it  be  omitted  how  ardently  he  recommended 

to  them  the  annual  chanty,  commonly  called  the  Fund  for 

v'  ’  \ 

*  One  of  his  pupils,  called  into  the  miniftry  by  his  church,  was  the 
Rev.  W.  Clarke,  A.  M.  formerly  paftor  of  the  Baptift  Church  in  Unicorn- 
yaul,  Southwark,  but  more  lately  of  that  in  Exeter,  who  died  a  few  days 
before  him — a  man  of  deep  reflexion,  extenfive  learning,  and  of  a  moft 
excellent  fpirit.— His  biography  may  beyfeen  in  the  Baptift  Regifter  for 
Sept.  1794,  page  27b. 
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the  relief  of  indigent  minifters.  What  pride  (if  we  may  fo 
fpeak)  he  took,  if  they  excelled  in  that  duty;  and  how  much 
was  his  heart  drawn  out  to  the  dear  children  who  attended 
worfliip  with  his  people,  and  whom  he  addrefied  pubiickly, 
and  more  privately,  as  thole  that  he  hoped  would  he  the  fu¬ 
ture  feed  of  the  church,  and  ripen  to  the  glory  of  God,  when 

the  prefent  generation  hath  left  the  world! - With  what 

tendernefs  did  he,  as  long  and  as  often  as  he  was  able,  vifit 
his  charge,  and  impart  fympathy  and  help  in  their  afHictions  y 
and  how  frank,  open  and  acceffible  was  he  at  all  feafons,  when 
his  advice  or  affiflance  was  fought ! — With  what  faithful- 
nefs,  yet  meeknefs,  did  he  even  rebuke  where  neceflary,  and 
how  glad  was  he  to  reftore  the  unfettled,  or  reclaim  the  wan¬ 
dering  !-—  His  friends  know,  and  God  alfo,  after  what  manner 
he  was  with  them,  and  how  he  kept  back  nothing  that  was 
profitable,  but  (hewed  them  and  taught  them,  publickly  and 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  teftifying  repentance  towards  God,  and 
faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriif. 

As  an  hufband,  a  father,  and  mafler  of  a  family,  he  was 
alike  upright  and  exemplary.  United  in  marriage  with  one 
of  the  belt  of  women,  they  lived  together  in  the  clofelt  and 
molt  uninterrupted  affedtion,  for  more  than  forty  years.  She 
was  a  pidture  of  unaffedfed  piety  and  good-nature,  and  he 
walked  with  her  as  an  heft*  of  the  grace  of  life,  till  about  five 
months  ago,  (he  ftepped  out  of  this  world  a  little  before  him, 
that  (lie  might,  as  it  were,  meet  him,  and  welcome  him  to 
glory.  The  acknowledgment  of  God  in  their  family  met 
with  ample  reward.  'The  tender  love  and  chriftian  folicitude 
they  bore  towards  their  children  was  returned  with  reciprocal 
afredlion,  and  they  had  the  happinefs  of  feeing  them  walk  in 
the  ways  of  God,  and  their  fon  a  preacher  of  the  o-ofpel 
The  concern  they  (hewed  for  the  domeftics  of  their  family, 
for  their  fpiritual  good  efpecially,  was  fuch  as  it  is  hoped  will 
not  be  forgotten  by  them.  Pleating  inftances  are  recolledlcd 
in  which  God  bleffed  the  Mafter  of  the  family  for  the  con- 
.  verfion  of  his  fervants,  particularly  of  one  fervant  who,  at 
an  afiedling  church-meeting  in  Wild-ftreet,  told  the  church 
how  a  check  was  given  to  the  thoughtlefinefs  of  his  youth, 
and  his  refolution  for  fin,  at  Dr.  Stennett’s  family  worfhip- 
and  how,  born  again  in  his  mailer’s  houfe,  he  was  brought 
into  the  road  to  Zion.  7'hofe  who  were  prefent  heard  in 
(lienee  and  in  tears,  and  their  hearts  praifed  Godf.  Nor 

were 


*  t  he  poor  Children  of  the  Friendly  Society  in  Great  Wild-ftreet— 
a  charity  by  which  about  ioo  Boys  and  Girls  are  educated  and  clothed 
t  This  was  a  very  remarkable  itpry  of  a  prophane  and  vicious  .youth* 
tutored  on  a  bowling-green,  whom  the  Doftor,  at  the  earned  requeft  of 
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were  his  endeavours  confined  to  his  own  family,  the  whole 
neighbourhood  inared  in  them,  and  good  efFebis  have  been 
heard  of  the  very  laft  fermon  he  preached  at  Mufwell-FIill^ 
where  he  refided  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 

But  that  which  diffufed  vigour  and  animation  through  all 
the  reft  was  his  charafter  as  a  man— a  Chriftian.  He  fet 
the  Lord  before  him — had  habitual  recourfe  to  prayer,  pri¬ 
vate  and  mental-— and  walked  with  God.  When  he  related 
the  inward  workings  of  his  mind,  it  appeared  how  deeply  he 
had  entered  into  the  fpirit  of  experimental  religion ;  and  on 
this  head,  where  he  was  intimate  he  would  aftoniih.  Much 

of  it  was  feen  alfo  in  his  preaching  and  his  behaviour; _ in 

that  diiintereftednefs,  which  made  him  think  that  he  was  the 
debtor  of  all  if  he  could  do  them  good; — that  patient  fub- 
imffion  to  the  divine  will  in  a  variety  of  trying  afHitftions,  and 
none  more  trying  than  the  dilTolution  of  a  Jong  and  moft  af- 
,  fecftionate  connexion,  by  the  death  of  his  wife ;— that  for- 
givenefs  of  injuries,  and  difpofition  to  put  the  beft  con- 
ftrudfion  upon  the  atftions  of  other  people that  abhorrence 
of  evil  fpeaking,  which,  as  it  was  commonly  remarked  of 
Mrs.  Stennett,  that  cc  no  one  heard  her  fpeak  evil  of  any  one 
however  bad:”  lb  if  the  Docftor  heard  any  one  fpoken  evil  of, 
he  would  teply,  u  Well,  fee  now  if  you  can't  teil  fome- 
thing  good  of  that  perfon.” 

Mrs.  Steymett’s  dilTolution  was  a  very  great  afHidion  to  the 
Dodlor  and  his  family.  Though  ihe  had  been  for  fome  time 
rather  declining  in  her  health,  yet  her  being  at  laft  fo  quickly 
removed  was  what  they  little  expe&ed.  She  was  confined  to 
her  bed  only  about  a  week.  Her  diforder  was  of  the  nervous 
kind,  and  greatly  affebted  her  fpirits.  A  delirium  attended 
her  illnefs,  hut  yet  ihe  was  enabled  at  intervals  fo  to  exprefs 
herfe  f  as  afforded  thofe  round  about  her  no  fmall  pleafure. 
Being  happy  that  thofe  whom  ihe  fo  tenderly  loved  were  with 
her  in  her  afBibfion,  Ihe  laid  at  different  times,  “  I  dwell  among 
my  own  people,”— -and  then,  “  Jefus  is  the  only  Saviour,” 
My  Chrift  !  Glory  !  Glory  !”  Her  fon  afked  her  if  ihe 
did  not  love  Chrift,  ihe  replied,  a  Yes.”  Dr.  Stennett  faid 
to  her,  a  Allis  well,  my  dear,”  ihe  anfwered,  cc  Yes.”  She 
had  walked  humbly  with  God,  was  remarkably  fond  of  the 
duties  of  retirement,  and  took  great  delight  in  reading  books 
of  experience.  Her  end  was  peaceful  and  ferene — her  death 
bed  was  a  moft  pleafing  one,  and  ihe  might  well  be  faid  to 
fall  afleep  in  Jefus.  She  died  March  16,  1795,  and  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  family  vault  in  BiyihiU  Fields,  Mr.  Booth  de¬ 
an  aged  member,  the  boy’s  aunt,  took  into  his  family,  and  who  after* 
Wards  proved  a  very  godly  man.  The  Church  will  recollect  with  refpect, 
the  name  of  John  Hancock;  " 1  *' 

livered 
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Jivered  the  addrefs  at  her  interment,  and  Mr.  Jofiah  Thomp- 
fon,  of  Clapham,  preached  her  funeral  difcourfe  the  following 

Lord’s  day,  at  Wi!d-ftreet. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Stennett  was  an  event  that  prefaged  his 
own  removal.  He  was  fubmiflive  to  the  fupreme  difpofal,  but 
did  not  appear  to  have  any  further  regard  for  living  in  this 
world,  or  to  think  of  his  long  continuance  in  it.  Ail  his  . 
talk  feemed  to  be  a  repetition  of  thefe  words,  u  The  time  of 
my  departure  is  at  hand.”  The  duties  of  his  miniftry  indeed 
he  went  to  with  redoubled  diligence,  as  if  aware  that  the 
night  was  coming  when  he  could  no  longer  work ;  and  he 
was  hardly  with-held  from  thofe  fupcr-abundant  exercifesj, 
that  muff  have  been  immediately  detrimental  to  his  health. 
His  retirements  were  chiefly  fpent  in  meditations  on  the 
bible;  in  which  alfo  he  indulged  his  tafte  for  poetry,  as  fome 
admirable  fpecim^ns  he  has  left  behind  him  demonftrate.  His 
converfation  and  prayers  were  particularly  fpiritual,  and  his 
people  will  long  retain  the  favour  of  the  two  laft  difcourfes  he 
preached  to  them.  The  firft,  on  Chrift  as  an  High-Prieft: 
«  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,”  was  the  refult 
of  his  meditations  during  a  fleeplefs  night  the  preceding 
week ;  but  a  night  fo  comfortable  as,  he  confefled,  he  had  never 
befoi  e  enjoyed  in  his  life.  The  perfect  knowledge  the,  Lord 
Jefus  had  of  his  wants— -the  tender  care  he  exercifes,  and  the 
fufferings  he  fo  f  eely  underwent,  were  his  aftonifhment. 
None  who  knew  Dr.  Stennett  could  fufpe£f  him  to  be  deficient 
in  exalted  fentiments  of  the  Redeemer,  y  rt  all  he  had  before 
conceived  and  preached  of  him,  appeared  final  1  to  what  he  then 
experienced ;  and  hence  he  exhorted  his  people  to  u  come  bold¬ 
ly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  they  might  obtain  mercy, 
and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  f .”  Though  illnefs 
and  approaching  death  prevented  his  preaching  it  had  not  lef- 
fened  his  love  to  his  flocks.  He  de  fired  a  friend  to  tell  them, 

that  he  loved  them  all  in  the  Lord,  and  that  the  truths  he  had, 
preached  were  his  alone  confolation  in  the  hour  of  death.” — - 
The  temper  and  comfort  of  his  mind  in  his  illnefs,  were  dis¬ 
covered  by  feverai  little  incidents  which  cannot  but  be  pleafing 
to  thofe  who  had  fuch  a  value  for  him.  Before  he  was  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed,  he  prayed  one  evening  in  his  family  in  a  manner 
which  deeply  impreffed  all  prefent,  u  that  God  might  give  aij 
eafy  paflage  out  of  life and  God  granted  him  that  which  he 
requeued.  Some  vinegar  and  other  ingredients  being  given 
him  as  a  gargle  for  his  throat,  he  faid,  with  great  emotion,  which 
(hewed  his  thoughts  to  be  directed  towards  Jefus,  And  in 
Jiis  thirft'they  jpve  him  vinegar  to  drink.  O  !  when  I  re- 

*}•  Beb,  iv.  15,  16. 
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flea  upon  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  I  am  ready  to  fay,  what 
funnorr”6!!  ali  n'?  life  ?  The7  are  now  my  only 

de^rad-’chrilK  C  thofe  tenets  that  would 

now  if  IK,/  lPrrfT  and .  atonement,  “  What  fhould  I  do 
•  •  I  1  Md  only  (uch  opinions  to  fupport  me  ?”*— Takirn- 

five/ ghtf  V  thC  handAhe  faid>  “  Wherefore  he  is  able  to 
feve  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God  by  him~- 

He  is  abie  to  .ceep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him 

fern  T°  /  iind  Airies  of  a  friend  he  an" 

iwered,  “  Here  I  am,  cart  down  but  not  deftroyed;”  And 

upon  another  occafion,  repeated  a  vcrfe  of  the  char  min  •  hvm.r, 

tie  had  formerly  compofed,  and  which  was  printed  f  :  ° 


Father  at  thy  call  I  come: 

In  thy  bofom  there  is  room 
For  a  guilty  foul  to  hide 
Prefs  d  with  grief  on  ev’ry  fide. 


,.  T°,h'S,fo;'’  w!’°  (at  t,nat  time  very  ill  a'fo)  came  to  fee 
him,  he  faid,  “  My  foil,  God  hath  done  great  things  for  us. 
He  is  very  gracious  to  us.  lean  leave  myfelfand  my  fa¬ 
mily  with  him/’  .  In  Ihort,  every  little  fpeech  he  uttered 
indicated  the  invariable  frame  of  his  mind,  that  he  was  happy 

ln.  and  f^e  ground  of  his  happinefs  was  the  love 

ol  Cjod  in  laying  down  his  life  for  us.  “  Other  foundations,” 
as  he  expiefled  it  with  energy,  “  can  no  man  lay,  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Jeius  Lhrilf.  His  name  is  as  ointment 
poured  forth.  O  !  he  is  the  chief  among  ten  thoufand,  and 
altogether  lovely.”  I  he  powers  of  expreflion  were  taken 
fiorri  him,  a  few  hours  before  his  departure}  but  he  went 
oft  in  a  tranquil  and  eafy  manner.  He  quietly  fell  aileen 
in  Jefus,  Auguft  the  24th,  1795,  in  the  68th  year  of  his 
age.  His  remains  were  depofited  in  his  family  vault  in 
Bunhill-fields,  where  Mrs.  Stennett  his  beloved  wife  had 
been  interred  a  few  months  before  him.  The  pall  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  following  minilters  :  Dr.  Kippis  and  Dr.  Rees 
of  the  Prelbyterian  ;  Mr.  Brewer  and  Mr.  Towle  of  the 
Independent;  Mr.  Martin  and  Dr.  Jenkins  of  the  Bap- 
tift  perluafion.  1  he  laft  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who  was  a 


+  Mentioning  Dr .Triejtfy  by  name;  and  I  think  (fays  Dr  Jenkins.)  it 
argues  very  highly  in  favour  of  the  doctrines  of  our  Lord’s  Deity  and 
atonement,  and  of  his  free  and  efficacious  grace,  that  Dr.  Stennett,  a  man 
of,  thong  natural  parts,  a  cool  and  difpaffionate  reafoner,  and  whom  none 
that  knew  him  would  charge  with  ignorance  or  enthufiafm,  believed  in, 
and  avov\  ed  thofe  doctrines  in  his  life,  and  gave  fo  explicit  a  teftimony  to 
tlieii  ufefulnefs  and  importance,  when  he  viewed  himfelf  as  going  to 
appear  before  God  the  Judge  of  all  If  Dr.  Prieftly  fhould  ever  fee  thk> 
Bote,  I  with  it  may  be  duly  weighed,  as  he  alfo  mu  ft  die. 

Hymn  cclxx.  of  Mr,  Rippon’s  Selection. 
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member  of  Dr.  Stennett’s  church,  and  by  that  people  fent 
into  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  preached  his  funeral  fermon 
Sept.  6,  17955  on  1  John  iii.  16.  The  difcourfe  was  imme¬ 
diately  printed,  with  Mr.  Booth’s  Addrefs  at  the  grave ;  and 
the  providence  was  felt,  not  only  by  all  the  Baptift  Churches 
throughout  the  three  kingdoms,  but  by  great  numbers  of  the 
moft  refpe dtable  perfons  in  the  other  denominations  of  Pro- 
teftant  Difienters,  not  to  mention  pious  and  evangelical 
minifters  and  people  of  the  eftablifhment- — and  John’s  Eu¬ 
logy  concerning  one  of  the  befE  men  in  apoflolic  times, 
was  pronounced  in  every  circle  of  the  godly,  cc  Demetrius 
hath  a  good  report  of  all  men,  and  of  the  truth  itfelf ;  yea, 
and  we  alio  bear  record,  and  ye  know  that  our  record  is  true.’* 
The  Dodlor  has  left  behind  him  two  affeblionate  children, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jofeph  Stennett,  and  Mils  Elizabeth  Stennett, 
in  both  of  whom  he  had  u  inexpreilible  fatisfabtion.” 


THE  BIRD  OF  PARADISE  % 

y 

y  > 

By  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Stennett. 


AH  me  1  I’ve  loft  my  liberty ; 

And  in  this  cage 

My  active  mind 
Is  ciofe  confin’d : 

Nor  can  I  hope  again 
My  birthright  to  obtain, 

Till  this  my  gilded  tenement  lhall  be 

Deitroy’d  by  fome  difaiter  or  by  age. 

2. 

But— How  came  I  here? 

Who  was  it  that  depriv’d  my  heav’n  born  foul* 
Ot  the  freedom  fhe  enjoy’d, 

In  the  paradife  of  God  ; 

Wh  ere  no  bae  pafiion  c  uld  my  peace  controval* 
Or  in  my  bread  create  a  fear  ? 

Twas  Satan,  aye,  ’twas  he 
That  robb’d  me  of  my  liberty  : 

His  artful  fnares  th’  infidious  Fowler  laid, 

And  to  this  captive  Hate  my  innocence  betray’dL 


Cruel  enemy  to  try., 

When  I  fearM  no  danger  nigh5 
Thus  to  deceive  and  ruin  me, 
With  baled  arts  of  treachery! 


V  Jl  1' 


.  he  Rev.  Mr.  Jofeph  Stennett,  who  communicated  th?  Bird  of 
Uhe  for  the  Remitter,  wifhes  :t  to  be  laid,  that  this  is  the  fir  ft  coma  oo  v 

otic  which  has  been  given  to  the  public.  Editor 
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But  boaft  not,  Satan,  thou  thy  point  haft  gain 
Heav  n  permits  it  fo  to  be, 

That  all  the  world  may  one  day  fee 
Juitice  triumphant  over  perfidy  ; 

or  now  that  Chrift  the  conquell;  hath  obtain 
Yes,  and  he’ll  quickly  come, 

c  Pl'bIicly  pronounce  thy  doom, 
bo  (hall  the  horror  of  this  cruel  deed, 

By  which  thy  malice  had  defign’d, 

w-i°  ,  ^  down  vengeance  on  mankind, 

With  double  fury  light  on  thy  devoted  head 


Qo 


In  the  mean  while  I  fit. 

And  here  in  groans. 

And  filent  moans. 

Lament  my  ’prifon’d  ftate  : 

Ah  me  !  I  once  was  us’d  to  mount  and  fily. 
Up  thro*  the  tracklefs  regions  of  the  fky ; 
And  as  I  pafs’d  along. 

In  fweetly  pleafing  ftrains. 

To  trill  my  warbling  fong. 

All  o’er  th’  ethereal  plains. 

But  now  condemn’d  within  this  cage  to  lie* 
I  droop  the  wing, 

Refufe  to  fing, 

And  fighing  with  to  die. 


But  why  defpair  ? 

Come  try  thy  voice,  and  ftretch  thy  wing; 

A  bird  within  a  cage  may  chirp  and  fing, 

And  tafte  what  freedom  is  e’en  while  lhe’s  here. 
Strike  up  fome  cheerful  note; 

With  fond  defire 
Peep  thro’  the  wire : 

Thy  keeper’ll  quickly  come  and  let  thee  out. 

6. 

Th  is,  Oth  is,  is  happy  news ! 

Now  to  fing  I  can’t  refute : 

Thefe  fhall  be  the  notes  I  chufet 
*c  Satan  tne  cruel  bowler  put  me  in, 

And  fail  enclos’d  me  round  with  fenfe  and  firi  2 

u  But  Satan  cannot  keep  me  here; 
ie  For  not  to  him  the  cage  belongs, 
t6  ’Tis  Chrift’s,  and  he  (hall  have  my  fongs? 

“  Since  he’s  my  kind  deliverer.” 

Thus  awhile, 

I  will  beguile 


The 
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The  pafEng  hours  away  : 

A  flar’d  my  mailer’ll  not  forget 
To  make  my  bed  and  find  me  meat* 

So  long  as  ’tis  decreed  that  here  I  flay. 

Wherefore  free  from  all  cares* 

From  all  dangers  and  fnares. 

While  [efus  my  Saviour  is  by  ; 

O  how  happy  I  dwell, 

Tho’  immur’d  in  a  cell. 

Not  anxious  to  live,  nor  yet  fearful  to  die ! 

8. 

But  loon,  alas !  fecure  of  future  blifs, 

Senfelefs  I  grow. 

And  fcarcely  know 
What  real  freedom  is. 

The  little  circuit  of  my  cage 

Doth  all  my  thoughts  and  time  engage : 

With  heedlefs  feet  from  perch  to  perch  I  hop* 

And  pafling  round, 

Fleas’d  with  the  found 
Of  tinkling  bell 
Hung  o’er  my  cell. 

My  nobler  notes  I  drop. 

Ah  l  how  deprav’d  this  wretched  heart  of  mine. 

So  foon  to  lofe  its  tafle  for  joys  divine  ! 

9- 

Bufied  thus  "with  motes  and  it  raws* 

Idle  nonfenfe,  empty  joys. 

Without  a  hope,  without  a  fear 
Of  pleafures  or  of  dangers  near, 

Afleep  I  fall : 

Fatal  fecurity ! 

But  hark !  I  hear  my  keeper  call 
Aye,  ’tis  his  voice :  now  1  awake* 

Fancy  I  feel  my  prifon  fhake, 

And  dire  deflrudlion’s  nigh. 

Affrighted  round  my  cage  I  cafl  my  eye, 

And  flutt’ring  to  and  fro. 

Not  knowing  where  to  go, 

Attempt  to  make  my  efcape  but  cannot  fly. 

10. 

Ah !  filly  heart, 

(I  fetch  a  figh, 

And  fighing  cry,) 

Thus  foolifhly  to  part 
With  noble  hopes,  fubflantial  joys 
For  airy  phantoms,  gilded  toys, 
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Tiifles,  the  fond  purfuit  of  which  unmans  my  foul. 
And  leaves  me  to  the  fport  of  ev’ry  fancied  fear, 

I  hat  would  my  peace  controul. 

What  miferies  befal  a  heav’n-born  mind, 
by  being  thus  within  a  cage  confin’d  ! 

Pity,  Saviour,  pity  me, 

■And  quickly  come  and  let  me  free  ! 

My  Saviour  hears,  and  ftrait  replies, 
ith  foft  companion  in  his  eyes, 

<c  Thy  filent  moans, 

“  And  piteous  groans 
Have  mov’d  my  heart ; 

“  Ere  long  I’ll  come. 

And  fetch  thee  home. 

Where  reafon  and  the  paffions  ne’er  fhall  part. 

12. 

iis  Jefus  that  fpeaks !  how  charming  his  name! 

At  the  found  of  his  voice, 

O  how  I  rejoice. 

And  kindle  all  into  a  flame  ! 

I  leap  and  I  fly, 

And  in  ecflafy  cry, 

1  ain  world,  I  bid  thee  adieu  : 

I’ll  wait  not  for  age. 

To  pull  down  my  cage, 

om,  iearlefs  of  danger,  will  force  my  way  thro’,, 

13. 

Ciieck  thy  paffions  foolifh  man ; 

The  longed  life  is  but  a  fpan. 

Be  contented  here  to  flay. 

Another  hour,  another  day  ; 

To  feel  a  joy,  to  bear  a  pain. 

To  do  fome  good,  feme  good  t’obtairi. 

Tlnnk  not  the  moments  long,  Heav’n  hath  decreed  * 
Impatience  cannot  lath  them  into  fpeed. 

VVuh  meek  fubmifllon  wait  the  approaching  hour. 

Fne  wheel  of  time  will  quickly  whirl  about, 

And  then  thy  keeper’ll  come,  and  ope  the  doory 
Put  in  his  hand,  and  gently  take  thee  out. 

14. 

The  day  arrives. 

Now  thro’  the  wire, 

With  ft rong  defire, 
l  caff  rny  wifhful  eyes. 

I  fee  him  come:  yes,  yes,  ’tis  he  ! 

Hither  lie  hades  to  let  me  free. 

O  the  mufic  that  I  hear, 

Sweetly  warbling  in  my  ear ! 

*1 
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Little  fongfter,  come  away, 

In  th  is  vile  cell  no  longer  Hay  ; 

But  take  thy  flight  to  realms  above  the  Ikies.*' 

>•  *  *5* 

I  hear  and  inftantly  obey  ; 

Out  of  my  cage  I  fpring  ; 

And  as  I  pals  the  wicker’d  way; 

Thus  to  myfelfl  flag: 

How  fafe,  how  eafy  ’tis  to  die, 

With  Chrifl  my  Guardian-angel  by  ! 
c<  He’s  my  defence  from  pain  and  fin, 
cc  From  foes  without  and  fears  within. 

O  Death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  thy  vi&ory 

i  6. 

Now  I’m  happy,  noW  I’m  free  : 

My  active  fpirit,  heav’n-born  mind. 

From  all  the  dregs  of  fenfe  refin’d, 

Feels  and  enjoys  her  godlike  dignity. 

No  more  opprefs’d  with  the  grofs  atmofpherb 
Of  error,  prejudice  and  fin; 

Freely  I  breathe  my  native  air, 

And  drink  ambrofial  fragrance  in, 

O  who  can  think,  O  who  can  tell. 

The  flrange  fenfations  now  I  feel  1 


(6 


T  ^ 

1  /* 


Awhile  my  wings  unufed  to  flight,  I  try. 

And  round  and  round  in  fportive  blifs  i  fly  % 
Then  through  the  opening  Ikies, 

In  rapt’rous  ecflafy  I  rife, 

Up  to  the  flow’ry  fields  of  Paradife, 

And  as  I  dart  along. 

On  full  expanded  wing. 

Amid  th’angelic  throng, 

Celeftial  anthems  flng : 
c  Glory  to  him  that  left  his  throne  above, 

“And  downward  bent  his  way  on  wings  of  love 
**  That  wept,  and  bled,  and  died  upon  the  tree. 
To  conquer  death  and  fet  the  captives  freed ? 


k  8 
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Rev.  John  Griffiths, 

Late  Paffor  of  the  Independent  Church,  at  Hit  chin ,  in  the 

County  of  Hertford. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Griffiths  was  born  in  the  parifh  of 
Llanvirnach,  Pembrokelhire,  South  Wales,  Nov.  16,  1736. 
His  father’s  name  was  William  Griffiths,  and  his  mother’s 
maiden  name  was  Gwenllian  Thomas.  He  was  very  obe¬ 
dient  to  his  parents  from  a  child.  Like  Obadiah  of  old,  he 
feared  the  Lord  from  his  youth.  He  made  a  public  profeffion 
or  religion,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Diffenting  Church 
at  Glandwr,  when  he  was  about  fixteen  years  of  age.  -  After 
having  been  at  various  fchools  in  his  earlier  days,  in  1753 
he  was  placed  in  the  Diffenting  Academy  at  Carmarthen, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  and  from  thence  removed  to 
the  Academy  at  Abergavenny,  where  he  finifhed  his  educa¬ 
tion.  He  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  miniftry  in  the  year 
1758.  In  1759,  or  1760,  he  went  to  Wotton-under-edge, 
in  Gloucefterfhire,  where  he  preached  about  two  years.  He 
was  after  this  fettled  as  paffor  over  an  Independent  church 
at  Hinkley, in  Leicefterfhire.  In  February  1772,  he  preached 
his  firft  fermon  to  the  Independent  church  at  Hitchin,  as  a 
probationer,  and  he  was  fettled  over  them  as  their  paffor  in 
the  enfuing  fummer.  Here  he  went  in  and  out  before  his 
people  and  preached  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation'  to  them,  as 
long;  as  his  health  and  ftrength  enabled  him  to  do  it;  faith- 
fully  and  affectionately  labouring  to  fave  his  own  foul  and 
thofe  of  his  people,  and  thereby  to  promote  the  glory  of  his 
great  mafter.  He  was  eminently  of  a  devotional  fpirit — a 
man  of  prayer.  Mf.  Geard,  rninifter  of  the  Baptiff  congre¬ 
gation  at  Hitchin,  in  preaching  his  funeral  lermon,  Laid  ; 
c<  Repeatedly  have  I  united  with  him  in  this  place,  when  no 
one  has  been  prefent  but  ourfelves,  in  communicating  our 
views  upon  particular  fubjeCts  to  each  other,  and  in  endea¬ 
vouring  affectionately  to  recommend  each  other,  and  our  re- 
fpeCtive  churches  and  congregations  to  the  divine  regards  in 
prayer.  And  yet,  though  we  were  in  one  fenfe  alone,  I 
truft  we  were  not  alone,  becaufe  our  glorious  mafter  now 
and  then  at  leaft  was  with  us,  agreeably  to  his  own  con- 
defeending  promife.” 

He  was  a  man  of  difinterefted  benevolence.  cc  I  have 
known,”  Laid  Mr.  Geard,  in  the  feme  fermon,  tC  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  this:  but  one  of  a  pleaimg  defeription,  and  not 
very  commonly  parallelled,  I  fhall  mention.  It  was  a  hand- 
feme  eift  fent  by  him  to  a  poor  affiiCted  miiiifter,  not  of 

his 


I 


REV.  JOHN  GRIFFITHS. 


39  S 


his  own  denomination,  whom  I  have  reafon  to  think  he  had 
never  feen  in  his  life,  but  to  whom  he  was  fpontaneoufly 
induced  to  fend  this  relief  on  the  poor  good  man’s  circum- 
cumftances  being  related  to  him,  without  the  fmalleft  loli- 
citation.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  the  medium  of  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  gift;  and  of  obferving  the  benevolence  of 
the  giver,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  receiver.  They  are  both 
in  heaven,  nor  do  1  know  that  any  perfon  now  living  knows 
the  particulars  of  the  circumftance  but  myfelf ;  nor  did  I 
confider  myfeif  at  liberty  to  mention  it,  even  in  general 
terms,  till  the  generous  benefactor  was  gone.” 

In  January  1776,  he  married  Mifs  Hannah  Richards, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  Richards,  late  of  Birmingham.  By 
this  lady  he  had  two  children,  a  fan  and  a  daughter.  Their 
daughter,  Mary  Griffiths,  died  fuddenly  Feb.  iS5  1783, 
aged  2  years  and  four  months.  Their  fon;  Ebenezer  Grif¬ 
fiths,  was  an  exceedingly  amiable  and  promifing  youth:  but 
it  pleafed  God  to  remove  him  alfo  after  a  long  lingering  in- 
difpoiitiom  J an.  12,  1794,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age, » 
The  lofs  of  the  daughter  was  a  heavy  trial  to  the  bereaved 
parents,  but  the  death  of  the  fon  was  flill  much  heavier. 


In  him  they  had  loft  their  all  as  to  the  endearing  relation  of 
children.  It  was  their  great  felicity  however  that  they  had 
not  to  forrow  as  thofe  without  hope  *.  But  whatever  con- 
Isolations  attended  this  affecting  providence,  as  Mr.  Griffiths’s 
conftitution  had  begun  to  fail  before  the  death,  and  even  be¬ 
fore  the  indifpofition  of  his  beloved  fon  ,  this  providence  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  operated  very  powerfully  towards  pul  line 
down  his  already  finaken  tabernacle.  In  the  fu miner  of  1794, 
he  went  to  Briflol  to  try  the  medicinal  waters  at  the  Hot 
Wells  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  :  but  he  derived  no  ef~ 
fential  benefit  from  them.  After  his  return  home,  he  preached 
occafionally  with  confiderabie  difficulty,  till  at  length  he 
was  obliged  quite  to  give  over.  His  laft  fermon  was  preached 
Feb.  22,  1795?  about  23  years  from,  the  time  of  his  firffi 
preaching  as  a  probationer  at  Hitchin.  It  feemed  remark¬ 
able  that  this  difcourfe  was  preached  from  1  Cor.  xv.  5V . 
Thanks  he  to  God  who  gtvtih  us  the  vidiory^  through  our 
Lord  Jejus  Chri/l .  For  a  long  time  before  his  death  his 
mental  powers  were  at  intervals  exceedingly  deranged.  When 
he  was  favored  with  a  proper  exereife  of  them,  which  through 
the  goodneis  of  God  at  certain  periods  was  the  cafe  to  the  Left, 
his  mind  was  generally  calm.  It  appeared  as  though  when 


*  For  fome  account  of  this 
Youthful  Fietv  exemplified. 

frd.  1794. 


amiable  youth,  fee  a  little  piece,  entitled, 
irinted  for  V/«  3ut;ph,  Patemortei.  row. 
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his  affliction  had  extinguifhed  every  other  light  in  him,  that 
the  light  ot  devotion  ft  ill  attempted  to  burn.  His  grand 
luppoi  t  of  mind  in  his  collected  intervals,  was  the  mediation 
ot  Jefus  Chrift  between  God  and  tinners,  and  a  good  hope 
through  grace  ot  intereft  in  that  mediation.  He  had  been 
at  times  exercifed  with  fears,  and  particularly  dreaded  the 
article  ot  death.  It  is  a  pleafing  reflexion,  however,  that 
death  at  length  grew  lets  terrible  to  him  the  nearer  he  approach¬ 
ed  it:  and  the  very  day  before  his  departure,  during  a  lucid 
interval,  he  exprefled  himfelf  to  his  neareft  relative  as  won¬ 
derfully  relieved  fiom  the  dread  of  death,  and  as  enjoying  a 
cheerful  hope  that  he  fhould  foon  be  at  his  father’s  houfe.  It 
was  remarked  concerning-  him,  that  no  one  ever  heard  him 
murmur,  however  much  his  long;  and  trying;  affliction  might 
caule  him  to  mourn.  At  length,  on  the  6th  of  December 
1795,  he  was  releafed  from  all  his  burdens,  and  entered  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord,  aged  59  years. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  December,  he  was  refpedtfully  committed 
to  the  houfe  appointed  for  ail  living,  and  a  fui table  oration 
was  delivered  on  the  occafion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Wil¬ 
liams,  his  fuccefibr  in  the  paftoral  office,  who  was  ordained 
fome  time  before  Mr.  Griffiths  died.  On  the  following;  Lord’s- 

9  t  O 

day  afternoon,  in  the  meeting-houfe  where  he  had  laboured 
fo  many  years,  his  funeral  fermon  was  preached  to  the  two 
congregations  of  the  Independents  and  Baptifts,  who  met 
together  to  pay  their  lall  tribute  of  refpeffl:  to  a  truly  worth v 
character.  The  paffage  which  Mr.  Geard  improved  upon 
this  occafion  was  given  him  by  his  dear  departed  brother,  in 
one  of  the  many  friendly  viiits  which  he  paid  him  during  his 
afflidlion  ;  it  was  Heb.  iv.  9.  There  remaineth  therefore  a 
rejl  to  the  people  of  God,  Six  months  before  his  difl'olution 
Mr.  Griffiths  requeued  his  brother  Geard  to  improve  this 
feripture  as  his  funeral  text,  and  prefaced  his  requeft  by  affec¬ 
tionately  mentioning  the  long  friendihip  which  had  fubfift ed 
between  them — -and  indeed  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with 
both  of  them  have  admired  their  fincere  affection  for  each 
other,  and  longed  to  fee  the  different  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tions  breathe  the  fame  (pint  in  every  place*  Who  can  fay  what 
advantages  might  refult  from  the  meeting  o!  Independents, 
Baptifts,  and  other  holy  minifters  of  the  fame  neighbourhood, 
in  each  others  veft ries,  for  the  purpofe  of  confultation,  prayer 
and  praife,  according  to  the  example  of  thefe  two  brethren 
at  Hitch  in  ! 

It  muff  be  mentioned  alfo  to  their  honor,  that  when  either 
of  them  was  ill,  or  on  a  journey,  inftead  of  fending  thirty  or 
forty  miles  for  a  minifter  to  fill  the  vacant  pulpit,  he  encou¬ 
raged 
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rao-ed  his  people  to  meet  with  the  congregation  whofe  paftor 
was  at  home,  and  able  to  preach.  i  he  places  of  worfhip 
are  both  large.  The  members  and  hearers  accommodated 
each  other.  Love  continued,  and  good  was  done.  But  this 
interchange  of  kind  offices  was  mifunderftood  and  mifre- 
prefented,  in  confequence  of  which,  Mr.  Oeard  pubiifhed, 
in  one  of  the  Magazines  of  April  1795,  the  following  letter 
which  is  here  reprinted,  by  particular  requeft  from  Hitchin. 


To  the  Editor,  &c.  &c\ 

SIR, 

Among  thofe  characters  which  are  reprefented  in  the  facrccl 
oracles  as  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord,  is  included  the  lower 
of  difeord  among  brethren*.  Your  ungenerous  correfpondent, 
who  is  noticed  on  the  cover  of  your  la  ft  magazine,  as  having  fent 
you  a  long  letter,  without  paying  the  poftage  of  it,  complaining 
of  a  eullom  adopted  fomewhere  near  Hitchin  by  two  nfinil- 
ters,  of  ffiutting  up  one  of  their  places  of  worfhip,  if  either  of 
them  have  occasion  to  be  abler t  on  the  fabbath,  appears  inten¬ 
tionally  to  come  too  near  a  character  of  that  defeription.  As  I 
am  not  at  all  aihamed  to  avow  mylelf  to  be  one  of  the  minifters 
alluded  to  in  that  complaint,  and  as  I  do  mold  cordially  approve 
of  the  object  that  is  complained  of,  I  confider  mylelf  as  called 
upon  to  attempt  to  vindicate  my  conduct,  and  the  conduit  of  my 
honored  brother  minifter,  and  of  our  refpeitive  churches  and 
congregations,  in  that  inflanee.  'I  o  remove  every  kind  of  am¬ 
biguity  from  the  buiinefs,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  complaint 
evidently  alludes  to  the  conduit  of  the  Independent  and  Baptift 
minifters  and  congregations  at  Hitchin  itfolf ;  for  that  conduct 
has  certainly  been  obferved  by  thole  minifte.  s  and  congregations. 
I  do  not  know  who  the  complainant  is  in  this  matter,  but  I  flatter 
mylelf  with  the  hope  that  it  is  not  any  perfon  belonging  to  either 
of  the  faid  congregations. 

It  appears  that  a  friendly  undemanding  has  in  general  fub filled 
between  the  Differ. ting  congregations  at  Hitchin,  for  a  century 
paft  or  upwards.  This  friendly  undemanding  has  been  rather 
improved  and  flrcngthened  in  fome  particular  inftances,  with  n  a 
few  years  paft.  One  inftance  of  this  is  the  eullom  complained 
of  by  your  correspondent.  Another  is  that  of  united  meetings 
for  prayer  and  a  lermon,  held  alternately  at  each  of  our  places 
of  worfhip.  The  circumftance,  which  originally  occasioned 
thefe  meetings,  was  a  very  aftefling  and  impotant  one;  it 
was  that  of  the  alarming  indifpofition  of  his  majelty,  our  fovg- 
reign.  At  the  time  when  our  minds,  as  well  as  t  iofe  of  our 
fellow-fubjefls  in  general,  were  deeply  imprefled  with  his  melan¬ 
choly  fituation,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  have  a  joint  meet¬ 
ing  of  prayer,  between  our  refpettive  congregations,  on  his 
account.  Accordingly  we  aftembled  for  that  purpofe  at  the 

*  Prov.  vi.  16.  19. 
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Independent meetmg-hoiife,  on  the  , 4th  of  November,  ,788. 
rvh<ch  was  about  the  time  of  the  cribs  of  his  diforder.  Both  of 
the  m.n.fters  and  one  of  the  deacons  of  each  of  our  conprela- 
tions  engaged  in  united  addreffes  to  the  King  of  Kings,  for  far 

it  flklnS  VTC°Very'  AS  h  WaS  a  Solemn  occafion,'  fo 
it  was  a  very  folemn  meeting:  and  the  minds  of  minifters  and 

?  °  in'prffed>  Particularly  at  that  time,  that  it  was 

propo-ted  afterwards  that  one  united  meeting  of  prayer  ihould  be 
o-uuvedat  each  meeting- houfe  every  year,  and  that  a  fermon 
mould  be  preached  on  the  occafion,  which  has  accordingly  been 
done  ever  fince.  At  fome  of  the  meetings  of  this  description, 
we  have  been  kindly  affifted  by  neighbouring  minifters, ’who 
have  evidenced  their  cordial  approbation  of  them,  and  contri- 
torlhe3r  promotion,  by  preaching  on  fuch  occafions. 

1  he  friendfhip  that  has  lubftfted  between  the  minifters  and 
congregations  at  Hitchin,  has,  at  different  periods,  and  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways,  produced  faintary  confequences.  Both  minifters 
and  people,  and  the  poor  in  particular,  of  both  congregations,' 
Jiave  denved  advantages  in  more  views  than  one,  from  this 
friendfhip.  It  being  now  upwards  of  twenty  years  fince  I  and 
my  beloyed  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Griffiths,  have  laboured 
together  in  this  town,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  have 
each  of  us  had  our  trials  during  this  period  :  but  it  has  been  our 
mutual  concern,  not  only  to  fympathize  with  each  other  under 
thefe  trials,  but  to  aftift  one  another  as  far  as  we  well  could.  I 
am  exceedingly  forry  that  his  circumftances  have  long  been  fueh, 
.that  he  has  neither  been  able  to  co-operate,  as  he  formerly 
did,  in  carrying  on  our  joint  meetings,  nor  to  attend  to  the 
concerns  of  his  own  congregation  :  and  it  adds  to  my  forrow, 
that,  I  am  afraid,  his  ability  for '  thefe  purpofes  is  not  very 
likely  to  be  reflored.  I  have  the  iati  shaft  ion  however  to  reflett, 
that  it  has  been  my  concern  to  do  what  I  could  to  aftift  him 
under  his  incapacity;  and  among  the  motives  that  have  operated 
to  produce  and  promote  this  concern,  gratitude,  from  the  re¬ 
collection  of  pad:  exertions  of  his  on  my  behalf,  when  I  have 
been  comparatively  in  fimilar  circumftances,  has  had’ its  fhare. 

Nor  has  the  fympathy  that  has  been  evidenced  relative  to  our 
refpeftive  afflictions  been  confined  to  ourfelves.  Our  friends  on 
each  fide  have  mutually  fympathized  with  us.  I  have  not  only 
Jiad  the  ffitisfa&ion  to  hear  my  good  brother's  cafe  aftettionately 
noticed  at  a  throne  of  grace,  by  his  own  immediate  connexions, 
at  their  place  of  worfhip,  but  by  my  immediate  connexions,  at 
bur  place  of  worfhip.  And  we  have  had  the  fatisfa&ion  like- 
wife  of  feeing  or  hearing  of  mutual  afiiftance  being  afforded  by 
our  refpective  friends  to  one  another,  as  circumftances  have  par¬ 
ticularly  requ:red. 

As  to  our  united  meetings,  God  has  appeared  to  ftamp  them 
■particularly  with  marks  of  his  approbation.  Two  perfons  were 
received  into  the  church  with  which  I  am  connected,  in  one 
day.  to  whom  the  labours  of  my  worthy  brother  upon  fuch  oc¬ 
cafions 
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cations,  had  hopefully  been  bleffed,  and  one  of  jhefe  mftances 
refpected  the  very  firft  fermon  that  ever  was  preached  upon  tiiele 

occafions.  ,,  , 

And  as  to  our  uniting  our  congregations  together,  when 

either  of  us  has  had  occafion  to  be  ablent  on  a  fabbain,  the 

circuit) ftanee  which  vour  correfpondent  particularly  complains 

of,  that  likewife  has'  had  its  advantages.  By  this  means,  at 

fhort  notice,  without  any  particular  inconvenience  to  ourfelves 

or  our  people,  we  have  each  ol  us  been  enabled  10  ainit  neigh- 

bouring  congregations,  when  they  have  peculiarly  needed  iucli 

afiiftance,  owing  to  the  ilinefs,  the  removal,  or  the  cleat  o  t  jeir 

own  minifters :  and  we  have  confidered  luch  a  conduct  as  *  e- 

wife  calculated  to  promote  affection  and  harmony  among  our 

own  connexions.  .  •  .  , 

Whether  fuch  confideratlons  as  thefe  will  or  ought  to  induce 
other  minifters  and  congregations,  that  may  be  fimilarly  fituated, 
to  imitate  our  conduct,  I  lhall  leave  to^  their  own  prudence  to 
determine  ;  hut  they  fo  imprefs  my  mind,  in  refeience  to  oui- 
felves,  that  I  fhould  be  exceedingly  lorry  indeed,  that  tnat  con¬ 
duit  fhouid by  any  means  be  altered,  in  the  inftances  referred  to. 
And  as  I  hope,  through  the  medium  of  your  magazine,  a  con- 
ftderable  number,  at  lead,  oi  our  reipective  congregations,  unt 
either  read  or  hear  the  following  addrefs,  I  beg  leave  through 
that  medium  to  add  refs  myielf  to  them,  in  the  following  mannei  «. 

“  Dearly  beloved  brethren  and  friends, 

*<  Whereas  an  unworthy  attempt  has  been  made  by  feme  per- 
fon,  to  me  unknown,  to  interrupt  the  harmony  widen  has^iub- 
fiited  between  you  and  your  reipective  minilteis,  though  l  am 
abftradtedly  forry  that  any  fuch  attempt  lhould.  be  maae  by  any 
perfoa  whatever,  yet,  in  another  view,  I  am  glad  hereby  to  have 
an  opportunity  afforded  me  thus  publicly  to  return  you  my  moil 
cordial  thanks,  to  which-ever  congregation  you  belong,  for  all 
the  kindnefs  and  refpedt  which  you  have  difeovered  to  me,  col¬ 
lectively  or  individually  ;  for  all  the  kindnefs  and  refpeflt  which 
you  have  manifefted  to  my  honoured  brother  in  the  miniitry  ; 
and  for  all  the  affection  and  harmony  which  you  have  dilco- 
vered  towards  one  another.  I  earneftly  beieech  you  to  liften 
to  no  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  diminifh  that  affection, 
or  to  interrupt  that  harmony.  And  I  would  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  ferlous  confederation,  the  following  apoftolic  ex¬ 
hortations  :  “  Mark  them  which  caufe  divifions  and  offences. 
Let  us  follow  after  the  things  which  make  for  peace,  and  things 
wherewith  one  may  edify  another.  Endeavour  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.”  * 

In  proportion  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  aft  in  this  maniter, 
fuch  an  attempt  as'I  have  in  view,  inftead  of  interrupting  your 
union,  will  eventually  draw  the  cords  oi  it  tighter  than  ever. 
May  this  happy  efteCt  follow,  and  then  whatever  is  faid  of  the 
attempt  itfelf,  we  lhall  have  caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  confequence. 


*  Rom.  xvi.  1 7,  and  xiv.  19.  Fph.  5v.  3. 
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If,  fir,  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  infert  this  letter  the  firft:  op¬ 
portunity  you  can,  in  your  magazine,  you  will  much  oblige.  * 

A  Friend  of  Peace  and  Harmony, 

tj.  7.  A  „  And  your  humble  Servant, 

Hitchm,  April, ,  7>  1 79S-  JOHN  GEARB. 

\ 


NEW  DISCOVERED  ISLANDS  IN  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN# 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jeremy  Belknap,  one  of  the  Prefbyterian 
pimfters  of  America,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  New  Hampfhire, 
211  3  vols.  8vo.  f  having  been  acquainted  with  the  defign  of 
fending  Miflionaries  to  the  iflands  in  the  pacific,  exp  relies  an 
hearty  with  that  they  may  be  fucceeded,  remarking,  that 

They  will  have  to  contend  with  many  difficulties,  and  among 
others,  the  bad  examples  of  European  navigators,  who  have  be^ 
fore  vifited  and  abufed  thefe  people.”  He  adds,  <v  There  is  a 
gioup  of  iflands  lately  difcovered  by  fome  of  our  American 
navigators,  which  are  f  aid  to  be  populous ,  and  which  are  hitherto 
uncontamimted  by  the  vices  of  civilized  people.  Twjsh,  if 
it  were  poffible,  an  experiment  may  be  made  there. 
As  this  account  may  probably  be  new  to  Dr.  Rippon,  I  fend 
him  the  copy  which  accompanies  this,  with  my  cordial  refpects.” 

An  Account  of  the  Difcovery  of  a  Group  of  Iflands  in  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  by  Capt.  James  Magee,  in  the  Ship 
Margaret,  of  Bolton,  in  his  run  from  Canton,  toward  the  N. 
W.  Coaft  of  America.  Extra&ed  from  his  Log-book. 

<c  T.uefday,  6th  of  March  1793,  fleering  N.  E.  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  faw  land,  bearing  N.  £.  by  E.;  tacked 
and  flood  to  the  N.  W.  At  5,  tacked  and  flood  to  the  E.  At 
day  light,  faw  fix  iflands  bearing  from  S.  S.  W.  to  N.  by  E. ; 
the  nearefl:  appeared  to  be  about  four  leagues  diflant.  At  7, 
the  fouthernmoft  ifland,  by  our  account,  we  judged  to  lie  in 
latitude  27,  the  northernmoft  in  28  lat.  4  min.  north. 

“  At  10,  A.  M.  a  large  ifland  was  feen,  bearing  S.  W.,  to 
the  louthward  of  all  whch  we  had  feen.  At  meridian,  the 
extremes  of  the  iflands  in  fight  bore  as  follayys :  that  to  the 
fouthward  of  us  from  S.  S.  W.  \  W.  to  S.  S>  E.  A  E;  the 

Ihip’s  diflance  from  the  body  of  the  ifland,  .five  miles.  That 

to  the  northward  of  us,  and  forms  the  channel  we  paflied  through, 
bore,  at  the  fame  time,  N.  \  W.,  diflant  6  or  7  leagues.  Several 
which  we  had  feen  in  the  morning  were  now  out  of  fight;  the 

mo  ft  fouthern  ifland  not  being  in  light,  but  we  fuppofed  it  to 

Jbear  S.  S.W.,  8  leagues  diflant;  and  the  molt  northern  N.  by  E. 

1  2  or  13  leagues  diflant. 

“  The  meridian  altitude  gave  the  latitude  27,  12  min.  N. 
The  longitude,  by  a  good"  obfervation  of  the  fun  and  moon, 
was  2  14  degrees  20  minutes  W.  from  Greenwich. 

-  T<  O  k  J 5- 

<c  This  group  of  iflands  lies  nearly  N.  and  S.,  extending 
about  64  nautical  miles.  As  they  are  not  laid  down  in  any 

j  Sold  by  Mr.  Dilly,  London. 
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jrhart  in  our  poffeflion  ;  and  as  I  fuppofe  mylelf  th*  fir  ft  difco- 
coverer,  I  give  them  the  name  of  my  Ship,  Margaret’s 

IsLAN  DS. 

<<  Wednefday,  7th  of  March  *,  at  half  pail  5,  P.  M.  while 
ftandino-  to  the  E,  a  large  number  of  breakers  were  feen  oft  the 
E.  encf  of  the  fourth  ifland  from  the  fonthward,  which  we 
found  it  impolftble  to  weather.  Wore  (hip  and  ftood  to  the  well- 
ward  (the  wind  being  then  about  E.),  to  clear  thefe  Iflands. 
At  6,  the  northernmoif  ifland,  in  fight,  bore  N.  N.  vrv  the 
fouthernmpft,  S.  \  E.  At  half  pail  6,  double-reefed  the  topfails, 
and  hauled  up  the  courfes.  -  At  half  pail  7,  hove  to.  A:  1 1 ,  filled 
and  ftood,  during  the  night,  firft  N.  E.  then  S.  by  E.,  then  N. 
by  W.  At  6,  the  next  morning,  the  northernmofl  ifland,  feen 
the  preceding  day,  bore  S.  E.  \  E.,  10  or  n  leagues  diftant. 
Being  now  clear  of  the  iflands,  v/e  let  out  our  reefs,  and  fet  our 
top-gallant-fails,  keeping  our  courfe  to  the  N.  E.  as  before  this 
difeovery.  Latitude  this  meridian,  28  degrees  19  minutes  N. 

<<r  The  iflands,  which  lay  to  the  northward  of  the  chanpfi 
through  which  we  palled,  were  final!  and  irregular,  appearing 
to  be  moflly  folid  rocks,  of  a  whitifh  colour,  with  very  little 
wood  on  them,  and  great  numbers  of  lea  fowl  hovering  over 
them.  Two  of  thofe  to  the  fouthward  were  well  wooded,  and 
covered  with  beautiful  verdure.  Each  of  them  appeared  to  be 
about  twenty  mile?  in  circumference,  having  a  gradual  a  (cent 
from  the  fhore  to  the  fummit. 

“  The  neareft  lands  to  thefe  iflands,  according  to  the  lateft: 
charts,  are  the  Sulphur  iflands  difeovered  by  Capt.  King,  in 
his  return  from  Kamfchatka,  in  178c.  Their  latitude  is  24 
deg.  40  min.  N.,  and  their  longitude  141  deg.  12  min.  E.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  the  northernmofl:  of  the  Marian 
iflands,  which  lie  nearly  in  the  fame  longitude  with  the  Mar¬ 
garet's,  may  not  be  not  much  further  diftant  than  the  Sulphur 
iflands.” 

B  oft  on ,  Dec.  14,  1795.  James  Magee. 

Mr.  Rippcn  lias  had  the  plcafure  of  communicating  this  Paper 
to  the  Rev.  pr.  Haweis,  Capt.  V^illon,  and  other  members  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Million  to  which  they  belong — and  though 
the  fix  new  difeovered  iflands  are  fo  lituated.  as  not  to  afford  a 

ex- 

,  . . .  #  .  > 

in  hcartv  thanks  to  Dr.  Belknap  for  10  kindly  interefting  hiinfeif 

in  the  defign,  and  for  his  communication  of  a  difeovery  which  it  i> 

expefled  will  be  connected  with  others  of  a  fimilar  description 

- — all  tending,  we  humbly  hope,  not  only  to  link  man  to  man* 

but  finally  to  unite  millions  of  apoftate  Tinners  to  our  adored 

(Jod  and  Savior. 

*  This  was  the  fame  flay,  according  to  the  civil  account;  but  it.  is 
he  noted,  that  the  marine  flay  begins  at  noo.n,  and  the  log  account  is 
Jtcpt  in  conformity  to  that  Cuftocm 

"  ''  '  '  h% 


probability  of  Capt.  Wilfon’s  vifiting  them  in  his  prefen t 
pedition:  we  all  join,  with  every  mark  of  fraternal  eft. 
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An  Account  of  the  Ph ole  ys,  or  Foleys,  on  the  river  Gambia, 

in  Africa  *, 


IN  every  kingdom  and  country  on  each  fide  of  the  river 
Gambia,  are  people  of  a  tawny  colour,  called  Pholeys,  who  re- 
iemble  the  Arabs,  whofe  language  moft  of  them  freak ;  for  it  is 
taught  in  their  Ichools,  and  the  Koran,  which  is  alfo  their  law, 
is  in  that  language.  They  are  more  generally  learned  in  the 
Arabic  than  the  people  of  Europe  are  in  Latin;  for  they  can 
nioit  or  them  fpeak  it,  though  they  have  a  vulgar  tongue  called 
x holey.  They  live  in  hoards  or  clans,  build  towns,  and  are 
not  fuoject  to  any  of  the  Kings  of  the  country,  though  they  live 
in  their  territories;  for  if  they  are  ufed  ill  in  one  nation,'  they 
break  up  their  towns,  and  remove  to  another.  They  have  chiefs 
of  their  own,  who  rife  with  iuch  moderation,  that  every  act  of 
government  feems  rather  an  ad  of  the  people  than  of  one  man. 
ihis  form  of  government  is  eaftly  adminiftered,  bccaufe  the 
people  are  o t  a  good  and  quiet  difpofition,  and  to  well  infiruct- 
ed  in  what  is  juft  and  right,  that  a  man  who  does  ill  is  the 
abomination  of  all. 

In  thefe  countries  the  natives  are  not  avaricious  of  lands : 
hence  the  Kings  are  willing  to  allow  the  Pholeys  to  cultivate  the 
rand,  and  live  in  their  dominions.  They  plant  tobacco  near  the 
houfes,  and  all  round  their  towns  they  plant  cotton  :  beyond 
that  are  their  corn  fields,  of  which  they  raife  the  four  kinds 
uftially  produced  all  over  this  country  ;  that  is,  Maize,  or  India 
com,  rice,  and  the  larger  and  lefler  Guinea  corn.  The  Pholeys 
are  the  greateft  planters  in  the  country,  though  they  are  ftrangers 
They  are  very  induflrious  and  frugal,  and  raife  much 


m  1 


more  corn  and  cotton  than  they  confume,  which  they  fell  at  rea¬ 
sonable  rates,  and  are  fo  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality  that 
the  natives  efteem  it  a  bleffing  to  have  a  P holey  town  in  their 
neighbourhood  :  befides,  their  behaviour  has  gained  them  fpch 
reputation,  that  it  is  efteemed  infamous  for  any  one  to  treat 
them  in  an  inhofpitable  manner.  Though  their  humanity  ex¬ 
tends  to  all,  they  are  doubly  kind  to  people  of  their  own  race  ; 
and  if  they  know  of  any  one  of  their  body  being  a  Have,  all  the 
Pholeys  will  unite  to  redeem  him.  As  they  have  plenty  of  food, 
they  never  fuffer  any  of  their  own  people  to  want;  but  fupport 
the  old,  the  blind  and  lame,  equally  with  the  others.  They  are 
feldom  angry,  and  I  never  heard  them  abufe  each  other  ;  yet 
this  mildnefs  does  not  proceed  from  want  of  courage  ;  for  they 
are  as  brave  as  any  people  in  Africa,  and  are  very  expert  in  the 
ufe  of  their  arms.  They  commonly  fettle  near  fome  Mundingo 
town;  there  being  fcaree  any  one  of  note,  efpecially  up  the 
jiverj  that  has  not  a  Pholey  town  near  it.  They  are  ftridi  Ma¬ 
hometans;  and  fcarcely  any  of  them  will  drink  brandy,  or  any¬ 
thing  flronger  than  fugar  and  water.  They  breed  cattle,  and  aie 
very  dexterous  at  managing  them,  fo  that  the  M undingoes  leave 

*  I&tra&ed  from  Moors’s  travels  into  the  inland  parts  of  Africa. 

*  :  ‘ '  :  theirs 


i 


THE  BEATIFICATION  OF  A  SAINT  IN  ITALY.  403 

the’rs  to  their  care.  They  are  likewife  great  huntfmen,  and  not 
only  kill  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  beads;  but  often  go  20 
or  30  in  a  company  to  hunt  elephants,  whofe  teeth  they  fell,  and 
whole  Hefh  they  fmoke-dry  and  eat,  keeping  it  feveral  months 
too-ether.  The  P  holey  s  are  almoft  the  only  people  who  make 
butter,  and  of  whom  cattle  can  be  pure  haled  at  fome  diftance  up 
the  river.  They  are  very  particular  in  their  drefs,  and  never 
wear  any  clothes  but  fueh  as  are  ol  white  cotton,  which  they 
make  themfelves.  They  are  always  very  clean,  efpecially  the 
women  who  keep  their  houfes  exceeding  fweet.  In  fome  things 
|hey  are  fuperftitious,  in  particular,  if  any  body  boils  the  new 
milk  bought  of  them,  they  will  not  on  any  confederation  lell 
that  perfon  any  more,  becaufe  they  fay,  boiling  the  milk  makes 
the  cows  dry.  Fhe  Arabic  is  not  only  fpoken  by  the  1  holey Sg 
but  by  moll  of  the  Mahometans  in  the  river,  though  they  are 
hlumhgoesA 


THE  MANNER  OF  BEATIFYING  A  SAINT  IN  ITALY. 

Ancona,  Sept.  2,  1793. 

As  I  am  now  in  a  country  where  miracles  are  wrought,  I  will 
give  you  a  little  account  of  fome  of  their  proceedings,  which 
hav'e  come  within  my  knowledge. 

Yekerday  I  heard  an  unufual  noife  of  ringing  of  bells  and 
firing  of  guns,  and  on  enquiry  I  found  the  caufe  of  it  to  be  the 
Beatification  of  a  Saint.  This  naturally  led  me  to  enquire  into 
the  caufe  of  his  promotion,  which  X  underflood  was  as  follows. 
About  three  hundred  years  ago,  Antonio  Fattatti  was  bifhop  of 
Ancona.  Being  remarkable  for  his  great  learning,  juftice,  piety 
and  charily,  he  was  much  beloved  while  he  lived,  and  at  his 
death  much  lamented.  The  lower  clafs  of  people  revered  him 
as  a  faint ;  and  I  find  his  friends,  who  were  very  rich,  defigned 
to  procure  canonization  for  him — he  was  accordingly  embalmed 
and  depofited  in  the  cathedral  church  of  this  place ;  many  peo¬ 
ple  worfhipped  at  his  fhrine,  and  implored  his  afilftance  and  in¬ 
terference  with  the  Almighty  to  procure  the  bleflings  they  needed. 
In  thecourfe  of  twenty-five  years  numerous  miracles  were  wrought 
by  him.  Many  who  had  broken  limbs  were  carried  there,  and 
by  praying  to  him  came  away  perfectly  healed  :  alfo  many  blind 
people,  it  is  find,  have  received  their  fight  by  applying  to  him 
as  their  advocate  in  heaven.  Thefe  miracles  fixed  his  friends  in 
their  former  opinion  of  fainting  him  ;  they  accordingly  took  the 
neceXTary  Heps  in  the  court  of  Rome  for  that  purpofe.  To  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  and  prove  the  miracles  to  a 
certainty,  has  taken  up  the  fmall  period  of  275  years.  But  la  ft 
Thurfday  the  cafe  was  determined  at  Rome  in  favour  cf  Antonio 
Fattatti,  and  veflerday  we  received  the  news  here.  I  find  it 
requires  an  uncommon  fum  of  money  as  well  as  great  intereft  to 
procure  this  favour,  I  need  not  fay  it  requires  time  alfo.  Am 
1  *  now 
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now  going  lo  fee  him,  and  when  I  return  will  give  you  a  far¬ 
ther  account. 

Sept.  5  I  have  now  been  to  fee  this  wonderful  man  ;  he  was 
placed  under  a  kind  of  an  altar  furrounded  with  iron  railing 
t°  .veep  oft  the  people.  About  a  dozen  were  in  the  aft  of  pray¬ 
ing  wnen  we  went  in,  but  the  priefl,  who  knew  we  iliould  pay 
inm  for  his  tioub.e,  did  not  hefitate  to  ditlurb  them  in  their 
devotion  in  order  to  gratify  our  curiofity.  The  front  of  the  cafe 

m  whlch  ^  was  depohted  is  of  glafs,  he  is  clothed  in  red 
velvet  trimmed  witji  gold,  has  a  kind  of  cap  on  his  head,  and 
Ihoes  on  his  feet.  His  left  arm  lay  over  his  bread,  and  a  ring 
was  on  one  of  his  fingers.  My  friend  tells  me,  that  he  has  not 
yet  attained  the  full  honor  of  a  Saint,  to  procure  that  there 
mud  be  another  courfe  of  law,  which  will  cod  a  great  fum  of 
money.  He  is  at  prefent  only  called  Beato,  he  may  be  fainted 
in  about  thiee  ycais  for  about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ;  other- 

w  ife  rie  may  be  anotner  century  more  before  he  arrives  at  that 
dignity. 

In  another  part  of  this  church  is  the  altar  of  St.  Ciriaco.  The 
flory  of  him  is  dill  more  ridiculous.  He  is  laid  to  he  the  faint 
w  iio  founn  the  crofs  of  our  Saviour — he  died  a  vaft  while  a^o. 
Several  hundred  years  fince,  having  a  mind  to  vifit  the  pope, 
he  put  to  lea  in  an  iron  coffin,  hound,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  Mole 
of  Ancona,  but  through  bad  feamanihip  he  drove  alfiore  in  the 
night  on  a  rock  clofe  to  the  Mole  :  in  the  morning  he  was  dif- 
covered,  and  the  coffin  being  opened,  his  body  was  found  per¬ 
fect,  and  writings  which  difeovered  who  he  was  were  alfo  in  the 
coffin  with  him.  He  was  accordingly  removed  with  great  pomp 
to  the  cathedral,  and  is  at  one  time  of  the  year  expofed  to  view 
for  three  days.  We  found  a  great  many  worfhipping  at  his  altar, 
which  was  entirely  covered  with  gold.  The  pried,  who  accom¬ 
panied  us,  brought  from  behind  the  altar  a  parcel  of  crutches 
and  flicks  which  he  allured  us  were  left  by  cripples  who  had 
been  entirely  cured,  through  his  in'erceffion  with  God. 

Sept.  7.  I  was  yefterday,  Lord’s-day,  to  fee  the  high  mafs 
celebrated  in  honor  of  our  new  Saint.  To  me  the  ceremony 
was  truly  ridiculous,  although  the  Cardinal  himfelf  affiffed.  They 
chattered  their  prayers  like  magpies,  and  in  the  organ  loft  were 
5  fidlers,  and  as  many  vocal  performers  with  three  French  horns: 
the  ceremony  concluded  with  a  falute  of  72  fmall  cannon  which 
belong  to  the  cathedral.  I  now  drop  the  fubjeft,  may  our  in- 
lerceffions  for  mercy  be  offered  through  Chrift  alone,  who  is  able 
to  fave  lo  the  uttermeft  all  that  come  unto  God  through  him  1 


A  Ibort  account  of  the  general  evangelical  society 
in  Dublin,  and  of  the  Rate  of  Religion  in  that  vicinity. 

Dear  Brother  Rippon,  Birmingham ,  Augufi:,  1796. 

At  your  particular  requeft,  I  tranfmit  a  brief  account  of  my 
l$ite  vifn'to  Ireland,  together  with  fuch  obfervations  on  the  reli¬ 
gious 
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vious  (late  of  that  kingdom  as  I  reeollett  to  have  made  daring 
my  day ;  and  to  your  prudence  I  leave  the  feledhon  or  what 
you  may  deem  proper  to  be  communicated  to  your  friends. 

The  "nature  and  defign  of  the  fociety,  at  whole  requeft  1  went 
over,  will  be  bed  reprefented  by  a  paper  publifhed  by  them- 

felves  in  Dublin,  in  1793  *.  .  ,  , 

The  deftrablenefs  of  making  vigorous  exertions  on  the  benait 

of  religion  in  Ireland,  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  unlefs  by  thole 
who  have  made  thenifelves  perfonally  acquainted  with  tne  coun¬ 
try.  The  inhabitants  pr<  fcnt  themlelves  m  two  different  dados  ; 
the  one  afTuming  the  gaiety  and  Iplendor  of  affluence,  the  othei 
exhibiting  tokens  of  the  mod  abject  poverty  :  with  the  foimer 
the  fpirit  of  the  world  powerfully  refills  the  fpirit  of  idig.on; 
and  whilli,  for  the  mod  part,  they  avow  themfelves  proteftant 
chriftians,  it  is  but  here  and  there  you  find  any  under  the  vifibie 
influence  of  the  religion  they  profefs.  The  poor ,  being  moilly 
Fapiils,  are  as  ignorant  as  they  are  indigent,  and  highly  fuper- 
ititious.  One  inftance  of  their  iuperftition  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  witneffing. 

Near  Id  and  Bridge,  about  a  mile  from  Dublin,  adjoining  the 
public  road,  is  a  well,  which,  becaule  it  was  formerly  included 
T*.  the  preempts  of  a  priory  dedicated  to  St.  John  of  Jeiuialem, 
is  called  St.  John's  well.  On  mid fum me r  day  thefe  deluded  peo¬ 
ple  came  from  23  miles  round  Dublin  to  vifit  this  well,  and  lor 
24  hours,  from  12  the  preceding  night,  they  were  coming  and 
retiring  :n  crowds.  Some  eagerly  drank  cf  the  holy  water — • 
others  waflied  their  heads  and  other  parts  of  their  bodies  with 
it.  Some  bottled  the  water  and  carried  it  home  for  the  ufe  of 


*  TO  THE  FRIENDS  OF  RELIGION. 

It  is  too  evident  to  have  efcaped  obfervation,  that  the  Rate  of  Reli¬ 
gion  in  this  kingdom,  for  lome  years  paid,  has  been  fuch,  as  could  not 
but  give  pain  to  every  ferious  and  difeerning  mind. 

In  the  year  1787,  a  number  of  perfons  in  this  city,  deeply  affedled  by 
this  melancholy  fact,  met  to  advife  and  to  adopt  fome  plan  to  check  the 
growth  of  irreiigion  and  vice,  and  to  promote  a  fpirit  of  vital  godlincfs. 

To  them  it  appeared  that  the  mod  likely  way  to  accomplish  thefe 
great  and  ue  hr  able  ends,  would  be  to  gratify  that  tatde  for  variety,  which 
is  effential  to  the  human  mind,  by  furnifhing  a  fucceflion  of  zealous 
and  popular  minifters  of  every  denomination,  who  fhould  be  employed 
to  preach  occafionallv ,  wherever  an  opportunity  fhould  offer,  either  in 
the  city,  or  in  the  country. 

A  beginning  was  then  made,  by  forming  a  fociety  under  the  name  of 
THE  GENERAL  EVANGELICAL  SOCIETY;  and  a  fubfeription  was 
opened  for  raifing  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  fuch  miniflers  as 
might  from  time  to  time  co  ply  with  the  invitation  of  the  fociety.  '1  here 
is  good  reafon  to  believe  their  endeavours  have  already  been  productive 
of  good  effects;  they  are  therefore  encouraged  to  with  not  only  a  con¬ 
tinuance,  but  an  extenfion  of  the  plan.  And  impreffed  with  a  conviction 
of  the  nedellity  and  importance  of  the  undertaking',  and  conleious  of  the 
purity  of  their  motives,  they  venture  afrefh  to  call  upon  the  t  riends  of 
Religion  of  every  denomination,  to  unite  with,  and  to  alii  ft  them  in 
this  labour  of  love 

Subfcribers  names  will  be  entered,  and  benefactions  received  by  the 
Xev.  Dr.  M‘Dowel,  Mary’s  Ahbev,  &c.  &c. 

their 
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if“ds’  others  brought  their  difeafed  children  to  the  foot* 
not  a  few  1  faw  on  their  knees  before  the  well  at  their 
oevotions,  which  were  frerjuentiy  interrupted  during  their  genu 

™nnKry0^rl  °‘  Whifey  frora  their  acquaintance,  winch 

IZS  cS'Vhv  r\  m  w  rCfuf6:  2nd  as  ther«  were  rnany  whiflcy 

*  ers  dole  by  the  well,  it  was  not  ftrano-e  to  fee  the  devoid 

rettre  from  the  ftcred  water  highly  inebriated 

ranee  Drevnilt0nC0"C?Vethaf  wHefe  fuch  ^perftition  and  igno- 
,  ranee  prevail,  prejudice  will  not  be  wanting;  fo  that  it  is  ante 

means'0  f"  n  thefe  miferable  creatures  attending  on  the 
t,  b  f  lnftru£t>on>  tmlels  it  be  in  the  mafs-houfes.  Indeed 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  kept  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fubieftion  to 

f  P"efts>  that  if,  by  their  confeffions,  he  learns  they  have  only 

m  i  ^  C  WOrlh!P  in  a  reli8ious  family,  he  enjoins  a 

tiers  hiinSfnCe  eVer/  offence’  which  he  Sometimes  admini- 

Such  a  ftate  of  things  is  certainly  highly  difeouraging  to  the 
mirnlters  of  religion  who,  perhaps  in  many  inftances  detpairing 
of  iticcefs,  have  withheld  themfelves  from  thofe  exertions  which 
with  more  flattering  profpefts  they  would  have  made  ;  whilft 
the  manners  of  the  people,  with  whom  they  are  continually 
obliged  to  nnngie,  greatly  tena  to  divert  them  from  that  fpiri- 
tuahty  and  aflive  zeal  which  are  effential  to  a  high  degree  of 
religious  ufefulnefs  in  every  iituation. 

But  this  is  not  the  cafe  univerfally.  Some  recent  appearances 
are  veiy  encouraging.  For,  befides  the  zealous  friends  to  re¬ 
ligion  in  other  communions,  it  has  pleafed  God  to  raife  up 
many  pious  young  men  *,  from  among  the  ftudents  of  Trinity 
Cobegej  who  having  taken  orders  are  vigoroufly  exerting  them- 
feives  m  various  places,  on  behalf  of  evangelical  piety.  Their 
zeal  is  countenanced  and  cherilhed  by  two  Fellows  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  f,  who  having  been,  for  the  truth’s  fake,  prohibited  by  the 
Aichbilhop  of  Leinfter  from  preaching  in  any  of  the  churches 
in  that  province,  do  now  conftantly  deliver  the  word  of  life  in 
a  chapel  belonging  to  the  Lock  Penitentiary,  called  Bethefda. 

With  thefe  Gentlemen,  three  others  were  prohibited  the  tife 
of  the  churches  on  the  fame  account;  but  the  inhibition  has 
turned  out  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  and  God  hath  made 
the  wrath  of  man  to  praiie  him  :  for  it  has  proved  in  its  effects 
fimilar  to  the  periecution  of  the  primitive  church,  which,  by 
driving  the  difciples  from  Jerufalem,  occafioned  their  travelling 
to  Phenice  and  Cyprus  and  Antioch,  preaching  the  Lord  Jefus. 
And  there  are  feveral  young  men  now  in  College  of  ferious 
piety,  who  propofe  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  minilferial  work. 
Some  or  the  happieft  hours  I  enjoyed  in  Dublin  were  fpent  in 
Spiritual  converfe  and  prayer  in  their  company. 

Several  of  the  pious  minifters  of  that  city,  juftly  confidering 
that  union  among  the  friends,  and  efpeciaily  the  preachers  of 

*  Particularly  a  fon  of  Baron  Kelly,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Shirley.  Editor. 
t  f  Rev,  Mr.  Walker,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maturin.  Ed itob. 


the 
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the  o-ofpel,  was  the  moil  likely  way  to  advance  its  interefts  ia 
Ireland  ;  by  a  circular  letter,  in  1795,  made  a  propofal.  to  their 
brethren  of  various  denominations,  to  meet  in  Dublin  lor  a 
friendly  conference. 

In  this  letter  they  fay,  “  All  diftin&ions  of  names  and  parties 
«4  are  to  be  excluded  from  this  meeting,  and  no  pre-eminence  to 
t4  be  admitted  of  one  or  more  members  above  the  reft,  except 
««  as  far  as  the  regularity  of  the  meeting  may  require  the  ar- 
(l  pointment  of  a  temporary  preftdent.” 

But  “  none  are  to  be  admitted  members  of  whom  there  ia 
u  not  reafon  to  hope,  that  they  defirc  to  give  themfelves  up  to 
“  the  fervice  of  God  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  and  to  preach 
“  him  as  the  only  and  all-fufHcient  Saviour  ol  loft:  finners.  But 
as  it  mull  be  expedled,  that  there  will  be  various  differences 
*'k'  ol  views,  and  that  among  thofe  who  attend  this  meeting 
‘4  there  will  be  perfons  differing  in  degrees  of  knowledge  and 
44  experience,  the  exercife  of  mutual  tendernefs,  forbearance 
and  love,  is  to  be  infilled  on  among  all,  as  moll  effentially 
requifite  to  their  common  edification,  and  moll  likely  to  caufc 
all  at  length  to  be  perfectly  joined  together,  not  only  in  one 
heart,  but  alfo  in  one  mind  and  judgment.” 

They  exprefs  alfo  their  hope,  that  fuch  friends  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  as  are  unable  to  give  perfonal  attendance  would  communi¬ 
cate  by  letter;  and  they  propofe  to  defray  the  travelling  ex¬ 
po  nee  s  of  fuck  as  cannot  afford  to  do  it  themfelves. 

Accordingly  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  June  1795,  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen  minifters  of  various  denominations  affembled,  and  about 
the  fame  number  ftgnified  their  approbation  of  the  meeting  by 
letter.  After  prayer  and  reading  the  holy  Scriptures,  time  was 
fpent  in  converfation  on  various  interefting  fubje&s,  fuch  as 
the  moft  ufeful  way  of  preaching— -the  bed  rules  for  minifterial 
conduct — the  treatment  proper  for  perfons  newly  awakened— 
the  means  of  promoting  brotherly  love,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of 
religion  in  the  kingdom  ;  when  one  of  the  brethren  prefent,  who 
had  been  called  by  the  Saviour’s  grace  the  preceding  year,  gave 
very  pieafmg  accounts  of  the  ftate  of  his  neighbourhood,  as  not 
only  a  great  number  of  papifts  are  difpofed  to  aitend  the  pi/blic 
means,  but  many  fcores  of  them  vifit  him  at  his  own  houfe, 
which  is  open  every  evening  for  prayer  and  fpiritual  difccurfe. 

The  converfation  clofed  with  grateful  remarks  on  the  gracious 
pretence  of  the  Lord  enjoyed  at  this  meeting,  which  was  con- 
eluded  with  prayer. 

I  here  has  been  another  meeting  this  year,  I  have  not  feen 
the  minutes,  but  I  believe  the  attendance  was  larger,  and  the 
interview  no  lefs  pieafmg  or  profitable  than  the  preceding.  The 
good  effebls  of  fuch  an  union  are  already  vifible.  O  that  in 
Kn  gland  we  could  rejoice  in  fimiiar  affociations.  I  truft  it  will 
not  be  long  before  we  imitate  our  Iriih  brethren,  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  defpair  v/ith  me. 


1  preached 


4^8  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  IN  DUBLIN, 

I  pi  cached  in  Dublin  fix  Lord’s-days,  and,  one  excepted* 
thrice  a  day,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  addrefting  auditories  that 
ieemed  to  increafe  every  week,  both  in  number  and  attention. 
It  is  wiong  to  aecide  haftily  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  word,  but, 
Vviien  I  led  Ireland,  there  were  not  wanting  fome  whole  deep 
concern  about  tpiritual  things,  or  whole  joy  in  God  our  Saviour, 
inclined  me  to  hope  that  I  had  not  laboured  in  vain. 

As  the  Society  wilhed  me  to  preach  a  ledture  on  Thurfday 
evening  in  Dublin,  I  could  not  make  any  wide  excurfions  in  the 
country.  I  preached  however  at  Leixflip,  Wicklow,  Willow - 
Bank,  and  the  Black  Rock.  The  congregations  in  neither  place 
were  very  large,  yet  in  moft  under  encouraging  circumftances. 
I  hope  no  minifter  in  England,  who  may  be  foiicited  by  the  So¬ 
ciety,  will  refufe  to  labour  in  this  harveft.  The  number  of 
faithful  labourers,  compared  with  the  mats  of  the  inhabitants, 
is  fmall  indeed.  The  cities  and  large  towns  have  not  much  light, 
but  the  villages  are  moftly  in  total  darknefs.  Could  a  few  zeal¬ 
ous  and  intelligent  men  be  found  who  would  be  willing  to  iti¬ 
nerate  in  Ireland,  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  much  good 
might  be  done.  But  as  you  *,  my  dear  Sir,  have  been  on  the 
lpc-t,  I  need  add  no  more,  but  a  continued  allurance  that  I  am 

Yours,  &c.  S.  Pearce* 

Since  Mr.  Pearce  left  Ireland,  Mr.  Rippon  has  received  two  let¬ 
ters,  one  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  M4Dowel  of  Dublin,  and  another  from 
Mr.  Howard,  an  aged  deacon  in  that  city.  The  firft  of  thefe 
epiflles  fays,  ‘4  We  have  had  the  pleafure  of  Mr.  Pearce’s  labors 
for  fome  time  pair.  I  truft  it  has  been  a  blefled  vifit  to  many. 
Numbers  of  God's  people  have  been  greatly  refrefhed,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  lev  era  1  perfons  have  been  awakened,  and  brought  to  a  fe- 
nous  concern  about  their  everlafting  interefts  under  his  preaching. 
He  is  now  returned  to  his  family  and  flock,  but  he  will  be  long 
remembered  with  affection  in  this  city.”  The  other  letter  con¬ 
firms  thefe  tidings  :  4<  We  have  had  a  jubilee  for  fome  weeks. 
That  bleffed  man  oi  God,  Mr,  Pearce,  has  preached  among  us 
with  great  fweetnefs,  and  with  much  power.  I  truft  fome  will 
have  reafon  to  rejoice  to  eternity,  that  he  was  fent  to  this  city. 
Another  noble  champion  is  expected  to  arrive  here  every  day, 
Mr.  Rowland  Hill.  If  all  our  fouls  felt  the  power  of  godlinefs 
equal  to  thefe  privileges,  Purely  we  fhould  be  upon  the  tip-toe; 
for  Heaven.” 

*  I  am  conftrained  to  join  with  my  brother  Pearce  in  exprefling  an. 
hope,  That  no  minifter  who  may  be  foiicited  to  help  the  Society  in 
Dublin  will  deny  his  afliftance.  On  various  accounts  1  fhall  always  re - 
member  the  fabbaths  1  fpent  among  them  ;  nor  have  1  heard  of  any 
minifter  who  has  repented  his  acceptance  of  their  invitation.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  brethren,  I  think,  fucceeded  each  other  in  this  fervice.  The 
Rev.  [.  Boddilv,  now  minifter  at  Newbury  Port,  in  America:  J.  Jones, 
Lady  Glenorchy’s  chaplain  in  Edinburgh  ;  J.  Rippon  of  London  ;  Row¬ 
land  Kill  of  the  fame  city  ;  Samuel  Medley  of  Liverpool ;  Benjamin  Franc  v 
of  Horfely  ;  Ifaiah  Btrt  of  Plymouth  Dock  ;  Samuel  Pearce  of  Birming¬ 
ham  ;  and  now  Idr.  Rowland  Hill  is  with  them  thefecond  time,  d  i  t © 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  David  George, 
concerning  the  Negro  Church,  and  the  two  JVJiffiona- 
ries,  Meffrs.  Grigg  and  Rodway. 

Free  Town,  Africa ,  u)th  April ,  1796. 

My  dear  Brother , 

I  RECEIVED  your  very  kind  letter,  with  the  trunk,  which 
Mr.  Etheridge  has  been  plealed  to  fend — for  which  I,  in 
the  name  of  my  brethren  and  lifters,  return  him  our  molt  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgements — May  the  l  ord  reward  him  an  hundred¬ 
fold.  The  names  of  thole  who  received  the  garments  your 
people  were  fo  kind  as  to  fend,  I  will  tranfmit  to  you  in  my 
next;  they  have  afforded  us  a  moft  comfortable  fupply  of  thofe 
clothes  we  flood  moft  in  need  of — may  the  Lord  blefs  your  con¬ 
gregation  for  their  kindnefs  to  us.  We  have  alfo  received  all 
the  linen,  and  divided  it  agreeable  to  your  directions.  My 
brothers  and  fillers  with  me,  are  alfo  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefs 
our  gratitude  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  his  goodnefs,  in  in¬ 
clining  the  heart  of  Samuel  Whitbread,  Efq.  to  take  fuch  no¬ 
tice  of  us.  Shirts  and  ftiifts  we  flood  much  in  need  ol — our 
wants  in  that  article  are  now  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied.  We 
intend  to  write  to  him  a  letter  of  thanks,*  if  in  our  power, 
before  the  fhip  fails- — iff  not,  you  may  expect  it  with  the  next, 
which  will  fail,  in  about  three  weeks  hence. 

Thele  things,  with  the  hymn  and  tune  books,  we  received 
from  brothers  Rodway  and  Grigg,  who  appear  to  be  two  moil 
excellent  young  men,  and  well  qualified  for  being  Mifli- 
onaries — Mr.  Rodwav  has  been  rather  poorly  lince  his  arrival 
here,  but  Mr.  Grigg  has  kept  his  health  amazing  well — has 
been  for  foine  time  at  Port  Logo— has  made  confiderable  pro- 
grels  in  the  language,  and  is  much  refpected,  and  greatly  be¬ 
loved  by  all  the  people  there  ;  at  prefent  he  is  come  down  to 
Fret  Town ,  and  intends  Having  till  the  rains  are  over. 

I  gave  the  book  to  governor  Dawes,  which  you  was  pleafed 
to  fend,  he  kindly  received  it,  and  returns  you  many  thanks 
for  it.  Fie  frill  thinks,  and  we. agree  with  him,  that  it  will  be 
moft  prudent  to  defer  building  our  meeting ,  till  once  peace  {hall 
have  taken  place,  (which  we  pray  God,  may  be  foon.)  We 
have  preferved  the  writings  of  it  you  lent,  and  intend,  when 

the 

When  Efquire  Whitbread  heard  of  Mr.  Rippon’s  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  quantity  of  clothes  for  the  chriftian  negroes,  at  Sierra  Leone, 
who  had  lately  been  plundered  by  fo;  e  of  the  French ;  he  lent  to  Mr.  R. 
a  twenty  pound  bank  note,  “  towards  furnifhing  the  wardrobe”  of  thele 
diftreffed  creatures;  wilhing  it  to  be  laid  out  for  fhirts  and  lhlfts — it  was 
accordingly  done.  The  letter  of  thanks  for  this  generality,  mentioned 
above,  was  duly  written  at  Sierra  Leone,  figned  with  the  name  ,  of  each 
man  and  woman,  who  lhared  in  the  diftributiom  The  fight  of  this  letter 
would  furely  have  given  the  benevolent  Whitbread  great  pleai'ure,  but  it 
came  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  R,  a  few  hours  after  Mr.  Whitbread  died. 
Aug.  1796.  F  f  Editor. 
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the  time  (hall  come,  to  build  it  on  the  fame  fpot,  on  which 
the  prelent  meeting  Hands. 

The  two  miffionaries  have  preached  frequently  with  us, 
much  to  our  fatisfaclion,  and  I  trull  to  our  edification  like- 
wile — they  have  not  had  opportunity  for  examining  yet  into 
our  experiences,  being  fo  much  taken  up  with  their  own  bu fi¬ 
ll  e  fs ,  in  which  they  feem  to  engage  with  becoming  fpirit — 
they  have  been  no  expence  to  any  of  us. 

We  have  appointed  the  afternoon  of  the  fir  ft  Tuefday  of 
the  month,  to  be  kept  as  a  meeting  of  prayer  for  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Gofpel  in  all  the  churches,  and/or  its  fpread  throughout 
the  whole  earth.  We  had  a  day  of  falling  and  prayer  lately,  on 
account  of  the  miffionaries,  Melfrs.  Rodway  and  Grigg — they 
were  both  prefent — this  was  a  rnoji  delightful  feafon — I  trull  the 
Divine  Prefence  was  in  the  midll  of  us. 

We  return  you  ten  thou  fa  11  d  thanks  for  your  good  advices 
— May  the  Lord  enable  us  to  a£l,  and  to  walk  in  the  way  we 
ouoffit - We  have  conllant  remembrance  of  vou  and  of  our 

O  v 

dear  brothers  and  fillers  with  you  at  the  throne  of  grace - - 

May  the  work  of  the  Lord  profper  among  you. — We  beg  your 

prayers  for  us - yea  we  trull  we  have  them - O  that  the 

Almighty  would  be  pleafed  to  pour  out  more  and  more  of  his 

Spirit - may  the  wildernefs  every  where  foon  become  as  a 

fruitful  field — may  men  be  bleffed  in  our  Jefus,  and  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  fpeedilv  call  him  blelfed. 

We  have  had  two  deaths,  fince  I  laft  wrote  to  you,  Eu- 
phemea  Demps,  whom  I  baptized  about  ten  years  ago  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  one  of  my  own  children,  Jane  George,  aged  12  years, 
they  both  died  very  comfortably.  I  have  collected  many  of 
their  dying  layings;  Mr.  Clark,  the  chaplain,  would  have  in- 
ferted  them,  but  has  not  time  at  prefent — his  love  to  you,  and 
all  your  dear  people— he  preaches  commonly  once  a  week  in 
our  meeting — we  meet  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ulual  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  and  go  all  of  us  to  his  place  of  worlhip  to  hear 
him — he  intends  writing  to  you  by  the  fir  ft  opportunity.  The 
young  men  who  came  out  as  cathechifts  with  him  are  doing 

well,  much  beloved  by  all - they  keep  their  fchool  in  our 

meeting-houfe,  and  frequently  attend  with  us. 

We  have  had  no  addition  of  members  fince  I  wrote  to  you 
laft — Mr.  Macaulay’s  compliments  to  you — Governor  Dawes  is 
coming  home* — My  wife  is  but  poorly  at  prelent.  All  the  reft 
of  my  family,  with  myfelf,  are  well ;  for  which  we  defire  to 
blefs  *God. 

I  remain  your  affe<ftionate  brother, 

David  George. 

*  The  Governor  is  fafely  arrived  in  England,  and  fpcaks  refpeflfullv 
of  Meffis.  Rodway  and  Grigg.  Etn  t  OR. 


(  4i  i  ) 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Carey  to  Mr.  Rippon. 

Afudnabatty ,  October  7,  1795* 

Ady  very  dear  Brother , 

1  RECEIVED  yours  of  May  31ft,  1794,  and  muff  fay 
it  afforded  me  no  imall  pleafure  to  receive  that  tefti- 
mony  ot  a  fraternal  love  begun  on  earth,  which  l  truif  can 
never,  never  end.  'One  great  glory  of  Chrifdanity  is  tire 
communion  of  faints,  which,  though  it  may  be  obftru£ted, 
yet,  like  a  river,  gathers  a  number  of  lefTer  ffreams,  and 
tnus  accumulated  flows  into  the  lea.  We  have  a  river 
named  Atri,  almoft  as  large  as  the  Thames,  near  me,  into 
which  a  few  years  ago  there  fell  an  amazing  rock,  on  the 
borders  of  Boutan  ;  and  though  many  hundreds  of  people 
were  long  employed  to  clear  the  old  channel,  it  wTas 
choaked  up;,  but  this  did  notjiop  the  River;  it  took  another 
courfe,  formed  a  new  channel  far  from  the  old  one,  but 
in  the  lame  diredfion  till  it  found  the  fea :  this  is  a  fadt, 
and  you  can  apply  it. 

1  our  letter  is  full  of  queflions  ;  to  many  of  which 
I  cannot  reply :  a  life-time  is  too  fhort,  perhaps,  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos.  T  he  current  no¬ 
tions  ate,  that  God  created  three  perfons ;  thefe  are  wor- 
fhipped  as  deities :  their  names  are  Birmmha,  Beelhno, 
*tnd  Seeb  ;  Birmmha  was  the  creator,  Beefhno  is  the  pre¬ 
server,  and  Seeb  will  be  the  deflroyer  of  all.  He  is  how¬ 
ever  tne  principal  idol  01  the  Hindoos,  and  is  reprelented 
v»  ith  a  fliange  obfeenity  in  all  his  temples,  which  are 
veiv,  numeious.  Beefhno  has  been  incarnated  nine  times, 
and  is  to  be  incarnated  a  tenth,  to  judge  the  world,  at  its 
e  ruction  ;  a  correct  account  of  thefe  incarnations  may 
f  f?Unn ;ln  Sonnerads  Voyages,  and  there  is  a  tranflation 
o  tie  hagvat  Gccta ,  part  of  the  Adahabarut ,  one  of  the 
mo  t  populai  of  their  Shaffers,  by  Adr .  Wilkins ,  which  is  a 
good  one  and  tranflated  from  the  Shanfcrit.  I  am  inclined 
to  t  le  opinion,  that  the  Hindoos  are  in  great  part  defeended 
from  the  ten  tribes  who  were  led  captive— for  in  tranf- 
atmg  Exodus,  and  Leviticus,  the  Hindoos  declared  that 
they  act  according  to  the  bible,  but  that  we  do  not: 
there  is  an  aftonifhing  fimilarity  between  the  Mofaical 
Inftitutions  and  the  Hindoo  Obfervances  ;  and  Brahma 

their  great  predeceflbr,  is  not  very  different  from  Abraham! 

ns  iubjed  [  am  inveftigating,  and  hope  not  to  be  un- 
Cccefsiul.  It  is  wonderful  to  think,  what  a  number  of 
threw  woids  are  in  conffant  and  common  ufe.  I  know 
raitl’  they  are  of  Arabic  and  Perilan  extradion  •  but 
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it  is  amazing  how  they  came  into  conftant  and  general 
ule  (except  a  people  ipeaking  that  language  had  been  dif- 
perled  about  the  country)  more  than  the  Bootan,  or 
Chinefe,  whofe  countries  are  nearer  than  Arabia  by  far, 
and  border  upon  Bengal,  which  Perfia  does  not.  I  was 
aftonifthed  to  find  that  two  thirds  of  the  words  in  the  He¬ 
brew  bible  are  familiar  to  Moonfhi,  a  circumftance  of  very 
great  ufe  in  tranflating  the  Old  Teftament!  Many  wull 
lay  that  the  number  of  Hebrew  words  in  ufe  among  the 
natives,  inhead  of  being  an  evidence  of  their  defcending 
from  the  ten  tribes,  may  as  well  be  accounted  for  by  the 
invafion  of  the  Moors,  who  were  lords  of  the  country 
i  IOO  years,  and  who  fpoke  many  Perfian  and  Arabic  words. 
I  am  not  ignorant  of  this,  nor  that,  from  this  mixture 
arofe  the  Hindolftanee  tongue,  but  it  mull  be  obferved 
that  Hindoftanee  is  fpoken  by  the  Moors  principally  now, 
and  very  few  Hindoos  fpeak  it ;  but  thefe  words  are  in 
conftant  ufe  among  the  people  who  fpeak  the  Bengal 
tongue,  and  appear  too  general  to  be  derived  from  that 
fource,  conftdering  the  antipathy  between  the  two  people. 

I  wilh  I  could  tell  you  of  fouls  converted  to  Chrift, 
and  walking  in  his  ways.  I  fpeak  to  a  large  affembly 
twice  every  Lord’s  day,  and  have  beftdes  occafional  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  addrefting  fmaller  parties  in  the  week  ;  but 
hitherto  in  a  fruitlefs  manner.  They  come  to  hear— 
fing  not  only  then,  but  as  they  go  about  the  ftreet, 

“  O  who  belides  can  recover  us, 

“  Except  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?” 
and  they  know7  fome  things  about  the  general  tenor  of  the 
Gofpel ;  but  O  that  I  could  write  to  you  of  their  conver- 
fton.  I  find  preaching  a  very  pleafant  work,  and  am 
well  underftood  by  ail  the  better  people,  though  the  poor, 
who  fpeak  provincial  language,  don’t  underhand  fo  well. 
But  thefe  difficulties  are  almoft  gone  ;  and  we  have  now 
Genefts,  Exodus,  Matthew,  Mark,  James,  and  part  of 
Leviticus,  Luke,  John,  and  the  Adds  of  the  Apoftles, 
tranflated.  But  what  is  this,  unlefs  the  f  pi  l  it  of  God  pow¬ 
erfully  work  among  us.  Well,  his  providence  has  brought 
us  here,  and  wonderfully  fettled  us,  and  his  promifes  ex- 
prefsly  allure  us,  that  he  will  wTork.  Therefore  we  win 
truft  him,  for  he  is  faithful  who  hath  promifed.  _ 

And  now7,  dear  brother,  adieu  !  Let  my  Chriftian  love 
be  remembered  to  all  the  London  minifters,  and  country 
ones  too  of  my  acquaintance,  and  to  the  churches. 

Very  affectionately  yours, 

W  i  l'l  i  a  m  Carey. 
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A  BRIEF  ESSAY* 


TOWARDS 

AN  HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTIST  ACADEMY 

AT'  BRISTOL; 

* 

READ  BEFORE 

THE  BRISTOL  EDUCATION  SOCIETY, 

At  their  Anniverfary  Meeting ,  in  Broadmead , 

Auguji  26th)  1795. 

By  JOHN  RIBBON,  D.  D. 


BRETHREN  AND  FATHERS, 

TN  the  courfe  of  your  Anniverfaries,  the  Flower 
^  of  the  denomination  to  which  we  belong  have 
appeared  before  you ;  and  what  article  of  intereft- 
ing  confideration  have  they  omitted !  When  I  think 
of  the  fubjefts  of  their  addrefs,  and  the  great  names 
who  have  difcuffed  them ;  I  have  feared  that  it  might 
not  be  within  the  compafs  of  my  ability  to  bring  into 
your  aflembly  any  topic  at  all  fuited  to  this  occa- 
fion.  But  it  occurred  to  me  at  length,  that  there  is 
one  fubject  quite  untouched — yet  this,  unhappily  for 
me,  a  fubjeft  of  prodigious  magnitude,  which  in¬ 
volves  difficulties,  requires  materials  ancient  and 
modern,  with  catalogues  of  names,  and  volumes  of 

*  This  Eflay,  to  which  the  candour  of  the  Briftol  Education 
Society  gave  publication,  is  fomewhat  abridged  in  the  Regifter, 
but  is  printed  at  large  in  a  pamphlet  by  itfelf,  which  includes 
feveral  paragraphs  here  omitted,  that  had  appeared  before  in 
preceding  numbers  of  this  periodical  work. 
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character  ;  fo  that  now  my  embarraffment  was  greater 
than  before  :  I  refer  to  the  History  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Academy,  at  Bristol.  This  1  am  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  ;  but  I  have  prevailed  on  myfelf  to  look 
towards  the  fubjeft.  And  if  I  may  be  fuffered  to  avail 
myfelf  of  a  few  papers  which  have  already  appeared 
in  print — to  give  a  portrait  inflead  of  a  long  length 
pidure — to  hint  as  it  may  fuit,  without  detailing— 
and  to  introduce  names  with  or  without  character ; 
then,  relying  on  the  plenitude  of  your  candor,  I 
fha!l,  after  making  a  few  prefatory  remarks  on  the 
former  hate  of  religion  and  learning  among  us,  at¬ 
tempt  an  Effay  towards  an  Hiftory  of  this  inffitution 
from  its  beginning. 

Were  I  to  unite  what  we  contemplate  with  any 
feled  portion  of  feripture,  and  to  preach  a  fermon, 
I  fhoul-d  remind  you  of  a  glowing  promife  in  the 
45th  Pfalm,  1 6th  verfe.  Injiead  of  thy  Fathers  Jh all 
he  thy  Children ,  whom  thou  mayejl  make  Princes  in  all 
the  Earth . 

Thefe  animating  brains  feem  to  be  addreffed  to 
the  Meffiah,  for  the  confplation  of  his  bride,  whole 
trouble  was  anticipated  that  it  might  be  leffened.  And 
they  teach  us,  by  implication,  that  among  the  diftreffes 
of  the  children  of  Zion,  fome  of  the  moft  pungent 
would  arife  from  the  death  of  thofe  anceftors  and 
friends  of  Chrift,  who  in  their  generations  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a  truly  paternal  regard  to  the  whole 
church.  But  that  the  myftical  head,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  body  might  have  fupport  under  their 
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forrows,  affurances  are  here  given,  that  when  David 
and  Solomon,  and  the  holy  Prophets  were  no  more, 
the  Apoftles  and  other  good  men  fhould  be  raifed 
up  in  their  (lead— that “  when  the  Jews  were  broken 
off  from  the  Olive  tree,  the  Gentiles  fhould  be 
grafted  into  it;”  after  which  a  fruitful  progeny 
fhould  arife  from  the  Redeemer's  groans,  whofe  wif- 
dom  and  integrity,  whofe  piety  and  zeal,  whofe  gene- 
rofity  to  men  and  power  with  God,  fhould  capacitate 
them  honorably  to  fill  the  Rations  of  their  anceftors, 
and  to  died,  in  their  fucceflive  generations,  an  influ¬ 
ence  which  fhall,  at  lafi,  felicitate  the  Globe. 

But  as  Hiftory  and  not  Prophecy  folicits  our  at¬ 
tention  to  day,  I  {hall  waive  a  farther  confideration 
of  this  beautiful  prediction,  requefting,  however, 
leave  to  carry  the  couplet  with  me  as  the  motto  of 
our  difcourfe. 

While  our  Antipsedobaptifl  forefathers  were  in¬ 
termingled  among  other  denominations  of  Chriftians, 
and  had  not  yet  formed  diftinCt  and  feparate  focie- 
ties ;  their  religion  and  learning  mud  be  eftimated, 
in  general,  by  the  piety  and  erudition  of  thofe  good 
men,  to  whom  they  were  affectionately  united,  and 
with  whom  they  wor {hipped.  We  had  at  that  time 
literary  men,  whofe  abilities  reflected  honor  on 
themfelves,  and  on  the  caufe  they  efpoufed;  and  of 
thefe,  fotne  who  ranked  high  among  the  learned 
were  difpofed  to  teach.  Such,  however,  was  the 
unfettled  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  Protectorate,  and  fo 
great  the  perfections  of  our  brethren  and  other 
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nonconformifts  afterwards,  from  the  Reftoration  in 
iooo,  till  the  glorious  Revolution  in  1688,  that  we 


muft  110t  be  ^urprifed  if  we  find  no  fplendid  Semi- 
naries  of  learning  among  the  Baptifts,  or  any  other 
ProtdI ant  Diflenters  in  thole  early  days.  Indeed 
feveral  of  the  ejefted  or  filenced  minifters,  in  diffe¬ 


rent  counties,  took  under  their  care  a  few  young 
men  of  pro  mi  frag  abilities  for  the  miniftry,  and,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  our  diflinguifhing  fentiments,  aftifted 
them  in  their  preparatory  ftudies  for  facred  fervice. 
Senior  Psedobaptifts  helped  junior  Antipasdobap- 
tins,  and  venerable  minifters  of  the  Baptift  denomi¬ 
nation  were  the  tutors  of  amiable  Pmdobaptifts. 

it  is  not  eafy  for  me  to  fay  with  precifion,  how 
early  in  the  laft  century  our  learned  brethren,  in 
this  country,  began,  among  themf elves ,  to  educate 
their  juniors  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry.  Though 
it  is  certain,  if  they  had  not  been  much  inclined  to 
it  before,  the  aft  of  uniformity  in  1662,  made  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  this  object, 
for  now  the  feats  of  learning  were  made  fo  difficult 
or  accels  by  oaths  and  fubfcriptions,  as  to  prevent 
the  admiffion  of  the  wife  and  good,  who  were  of 


nonconforming  principles. 

The  earlieft  Baptift  Preceptor  of  whom  I  have  any 
account,  is  the  famous  Mr.  John  Tombes,  of  Bewd- 
ley,  Worcefterfhire ;  a  man  whofe  attainments  fitted 
him  for  any  Ration  in  which  learning  and  piety  were 

requifite.  The  noted  Mr.  Wall,  in  his  elaborate  Hif- 

* 

tory  of  Infant  Baptifm  fays,  that  “  of  the  profefled 
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Antipsedobaptifts,  Mr.  Tombes  was  a  man  of  the  beft 
parts  in  our  nation,  and  perhaps  in  any  other.” 
And  Dr.  Calamy's  honorable  teftimony  of  him  is, 
that  he  was  a  perfon  cc  whom  all  the  world  muft  own 
to  have  been  a  refpeftable  man,  and  an  excellent 
fcholar.”  This  learned  divine,  about  the  year  1650, 
took  under  his  tuition  three  amiable  young  men ; 
Mr.  Boylfton,  of  whom  no  particulars  are  in  my 
poffeflion ;  Mr.  Richard  Adams,  and  Mr.  John  Ec- 
cles.  Mr.  Adams  in  1662  was  ejefted  from  his 
living  at  Humberftone  in  Leicefterfhire,  was  after¬ 
wards  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  near  Devonfhire- 
fquare,  London;  and  at  length  died  in  a  good  old 
age.  Mr.  Eccles  became  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church 
at  Bromfgrove,  fuffered  much  for  nonconformity, 
preached  the  Gofpel  there  and  at  Coventry  near  fixty 
years  with  reputation,  and  died  honorably  in  the 
year  17 1 1. 

By  a  manufcript  letter  in  my  poffefilon,  dated 

__  \ 

London,  the  2d  of  the  8th  month  1675,  many 
copies  of  which  were  fent  to  the  churches  in  the 
country,  I  find  that  our  minifters  of  London  invited 
their  brethren  of  the  Baptift  perfuafion,  throughout 
England  and  W  ales,  to  meet  the  following  May,  in 
the  metropolis,  with  a  view  to  form  a  plan  for  the 
providing  an  orderly  handing  miniftry  in  the  church, 
who  might  give  themfelves  to  reading  and  ftudy,  and 
10  become  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament. 
This  letter  is  figned  by  moft  of  the  London  paftors, 
among  whom  were  the  learned  Daniel  Dyke,  Wil¬ 
liam 
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liam  Collins,  Henry  Forty,  and  William  Kiffin.  The 
refult  of  this  propofal  I  am  yet  to  learn. 

It  is  of  general  publicity,  that  the  minifters  and 
meffengers  of  more  than  100  baptized  congregations 
in  England  and  Wales  met,  in  a  General  Aflembly  at 
London,  in  September  1689,  to  confult  the  good 
of  the  whole  denomination.  At  this  convention  they 
refolved  to  raife  a  fund  or  (lock,  for  the  advantage 
of  churches  who  were  not  able  to  maintain  their  own 
pallors  or  teachers, — for  fending  duly  qualified  minif- 
ters  from  the  city  and  the  country,  to  vifit  the 
churches,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  where  it  was  not 
at  that  time  publifhed, — and  for  affiffing  members  of 
churches  who  had  promifing  gifts,  were  found  in 
fundamentals,  and  inclined  to  ftudy,  in  attaining  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew. 
Towards  thefe  benevolent  purpofes,  different  con¬ 
gregations  made  collections,  and  among  them  the 
church  in  the  Pithay,  Briftpl,  fent  up  by  the  hands  of 
their  paftor,  the  renowned  Andrew  Gifford,  thirty 
pounds. 

About  four  months  after  the  General  Aflembly  had 
met,  our  brethren,  from  the  church  at  Plymouth, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  metropolis  (the  original  is  before 
me)  with  which  they  remit  to  the  truftees  of  the 
fund  a  collection  of  27k  3s.  8d.  and  a  proinife  of 
nine  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  entirely  difpofed  of  in 
the  education  of  young  miniflers — obferving  that  if  this 
contribution  were  applied  to  the  general  ufes  ol  the 
fund,  and  not  to  the  very  purpofe  for  which  it  was 

collected,  no  more  would  be  fent.  1  his  letter  con¬ 
tains 
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tains  the  recommendation  of  a  Baptift;  ftudent,  at 
Brijlol.  As  he  was  the  very  firft,  of  whom  I  have 
any  account,  who  was  educated  in  this  city,  though 
not  on  our  prefent  foundations,  a  fhort  account  of 
him  may  be  admiflible. 

m 

This  young  man  was  Mr.  Richard  Sampfon,  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Plymouth.  He  had  been 
for  fome  time  devoted  to  the  attainment  of  claflical 
knowledge,  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  in  1689.  Yet  application  was  made  to  the 
truftees  of  the  propofea  fund  in  London,  requeuing 
that  he  might  remain  at  Briftol  two  or  three  years 
longer,  and  have  the  expences  of  his  board  and  edu¬ 
cation  defrayed.  It  feems  the  petition  was  granted. 

His  tutor  was  a  Mr.  Thomas  in  this  city,  of  whom 
we  learn  from  Dr.  Calamy,  that  he  was  a  minifter 
at  Briftol  in  Oliver’s  time,  and  continued  fo  after- 
terwards,  was  invited  to  conform  by  confiderable 
offers  in  Wales,  but  refufed  to  the  laft.  He  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  trained  up  many  for  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  died  at  Briftol  in  1693. 

After  Mr.  Sampfon  had  finifhed  his  ftudies,  he 
became  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  at  Exeter,  in 
1692.  Under  his  labours,  certain  records  inform 
us,  that  the  congregation  flourifhed  greatly,  fo  that 
the  meeting-houfe  would  not  hold  above  half  the 
people  who  fometimes  affembled.  Mr.  Sampfon  was 
much  efteemed  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  ;  and  fo  ftrong 
was  his  memory,  that  one  day,  when  the  converfa— 
tion  turned  on  the  depriving  good  men  again  of  their 
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bibles,  Sir  Ifaac  laid,  they  cannot  poffibly  deprive 
Mr.  Sampfon  of  his,  for  he  has  it  all  treafured  up 
within  him.  Mr.  Richard  Sampfon  died  at  Exeter, 
in  1716.  His  fon  was,  for  many  years,  paftor  of 
the  church  at  Tiverton,  where  his  grandfon,  well 
known  to  fome  prefent,  now  refides— -I  mean  }ames 
Sampfon,  Efq;  late  his  Majefty’s  conful  general  to 
the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  then  in  1770,  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Morocco,  at  Tetuan. 

From  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  at  Briftol,  in  1693, 
our  candidates  for  the  miniflry,  fo  far  asT  can  learn, 
were  educated  in  London,  at  Taunton,  Tewkefbury, 
and  elfewhere.  Hitherto  I  have  no  proof  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  any  permanent  fociety  among  the  Baptifts, 
for  the  education  of  young  minifters. 

But  here  with  peculiar  pleafure  and  veneration  wc 
introduce  the  name  of  Terrill,  the  father  and 
founder  of  the  Baptifl  Academy  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Edward  Terrill  was  born  about  March, 
1 635.  The  good  work  of  grace  was  begun  in  his 
foul  when  he  was  19  years  of  age.  He  afterwards 
kept  a  reputable  fchool  in  this  city :  was  baptized  in 
*  1659,  and,  after  becoming  a  member  of  the  church 
in  Broadmead,  was  called  to  the  office  of  preaching 
elder.  Fie  was  feveral  times,  with  many  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  church,  for  the  fake  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  imprifoned  in  the  Newgate  at  Briftol ;  en¬ 
dured  his  perfections  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus,  and 
died  before  July  25,  16 86,  when  the  church  met  at 
Sifter  Terrill’s,  as  the  Broadmead  records  exprefs 
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it,  to  chufe  u  a  ruling  elder,  in  the  place  of  dear  bro¬ 
ther  Terrill  deceafed.”  This  excellent  perfon  was 
doubtlefs  a  competent  judge  of  the  advantages 
which  refult  to  men  in  common,  and  to  minifters  in 
particular,  from  a  good  education.  And  it  pleafed 
God  to  put  it  into  his  heart,  to  promote  this  objedt. 
He  left  fomething  confiderable  to  the  paftor  of  the 
church  in  Broadmead,  for  the  time  being,  under 
the  following  conditions:  cc  Provided  he  be  an  holy 
man,  well  fkilled  in  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  tongues, 
in  which  the  fcriptures  were  originally  written  ;  and 
devote  three  afternoons  in  the  week  to  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  any  number  of  young  ftudents,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  twelve,  who  may  be  recommended  by  the 
churches,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  original  languages, 
and  other  literature.”  And  out  of  the  eftate  be¬ 
queathed  to  the  paftor  of  the  church,  he  left  ten 
pounds  per  annum,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  any 
ftudent  that  might  need  it,  and  be  approved  of  by 
his  truftees.  But  though  Mr.  Terrill  died  in  1685 
or  1 6 8(5,  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  eftate  did  not 
come  into  hand  till  about  the  year  1717. 

It  is  not  quite  certain  that  either  Mr.  Thomas  Vauxe, 
the  paftor,  in  1687,  or  Mr.  Peter  Kitterell,  his  fuccef- 
lor,  in  1707,  were  elected  into  their  office  under  the 
limitation  of  the  above  claufe;  but  by  a  letter  in  which 
Dr.  Evans  favoured  me  with  a  brief  account  of 
Broadmead  church,  I  learn,  that  “  Mr.  Caleb  Jope 
was  chofen  to  educate  young  men,  as  well  as  to 
affift  Mr.  kitterell. ”  This  probably  was  in  the  year 
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1710  or  1711.  Of  Mr.  Jope  I  can  obtain  but  little 
information  from  the  invaluable  records  of  Broad- 
mead.  But  I  have  gathered  from  divers  manuferipts, 
that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Plymouth 
church,  refided  in  the  beginning  of  his  ftudies  at 
Trowbridge,  and  from  thence  removed  to  Tewkfbury, 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Jones,  whofe  feminary  was 
at  that  time  defervedly  in  high  repute,  and  produced, 
befides  other  noted  perfons,  Mr.  Pearfall,  of  Taun¬ 
ton  -y  Dr.  Chandler,  and  Dr.  Gifford,  of  London  ; 
Dr,  Butler,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Briflol  and  Durham; 
and  alfo  the  late  learned  and  refpeftable  Dr,  Seeker, 
Arch  bifhop  of  Canterbury.  Mr.  Jope,  quitting  his 
ftation  in  1719,  removed  to  Exeter,  and  afterwards 
laboured  fome  time  at  Plymouth.  With  the  clofe  of 
his  life,  and  the  names  of  the  fludents  who  were  un¬ 
der  his  care,  I  am  totally  in  the  dark.  The  hiftory  of 
his  fucceffor  has  not  fhared  the  fame  fate,  for  we  are 
in  poffeffion  of  manufeript  and  printed  documents 
concerning  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard  Foskett,  fon  of  Mr. 
William  Fofkctt,  of  North  Crawley,  in  Bucks,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  good  repute,  eafy  fortune,  and  bleffed  with 
a  numerous  offspring,  was  born  March  10,  1684-5, 
near  Wooburn,  in  Bedfordfhire,  where  he  had  an 
eflate.  And  as  he  early  difeovered  a  tafle  for  learning, 
he  was  put  under  the  care  of  a  very  able  maker,  with 
whom  he  foon  made  confiderable  progrefs.  He  be¬ 
came  experimentally  acquainted  with  religion,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  and  at  feventeen  years  of  age  joined 
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the  Baptift  church,  then  under  the  paftoral  care  of 
Mr.  Piggott,  in  Little  Wild-flreet,  London,  over 
which  our  excellent  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Stennett,  I  hope  yet  prefides*.  About  this  time 
an  intimacy  had  commenced  between  Mr.  Fofkett, 
and  Mr.  John  Beddome,  (the  father  of  our  venerable 
friend,  the  Rev,  Benjamin  Beddome,  of  Bourton,  on 
the  water)  fome  years  after  a  refpedtable  minifter  of 
the  church  in  the  Pithay.  The  friendfhip  of  Mr.  John 
Beddome  and  Mr.  Fofkett  was  like  that  of  Jona¬ 
than  and  David,  and  laded  through  life.  Mr.  John 
Beddome  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniflry  by 
Mr.  Keach’s  church,  of  which  Dr.  Gill  was  after¬ 
wards  paftor,  and  was  fent  to  Henley  Arden,  near 
Aulcefter,  in  1697,  to  aflift  the  aged  Mr.  John  Willis, 
paftor  of  that  church,  who  died  about  1705.  A  few 
years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Willis,  viz.  in  1711, 
Mr.  Fofkett,  who  had  been  regularly  called  to  the 
work  of  the  miniflry,  and  exercifed  his  preaching  ta¬ 
lents  feveral  years,  quitted  the  flattering  profpe&s  of 
his  profeffion  in  London,  preferring  the  character  of 
an  able  minifter  to  that  of  a  fkilful  phyfician,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Henley  Arden,  a  place  to  which  his  pecu- 

*It  will  be  recollected  that  this  difeourfe  was  delivered  at 
Briftoi,  on  Auguft26,  1795?  when  it  was  hoped  that  the  DoCtor 
might  fnrvive  his  affliction;  but  at  the  dole  of  the  public  din¬ 
ner  of  the  lociety,  news  came  that  he  was  no  more.  On  its 
being  announced,  every  countenance  was  marked  with  bor¬ 
row,  and  every  voice  pronounced  the  eulogy  of  tributary 
efteem. 
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liar  friendfhip  for  Mr.  Beddome  led  him  to  give  the 
preference.  At  Henley,  at  Bengeworth,  and  at  Aul- 
cefter,  thefe  two  worthies  continued  their  joint  la¬ 
bours,  till  the  year  1719,  when  Mr.  Fofkett  received 
a  prefling  invitation  from  Broadmead,  to  aflift  Mr. 
Kitterell,  their  pallor,  and  to  become  the  tutor  of  the 
academy  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jope,  juft  removed  into 
the  well.  This  invitation  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
accept,  and,  in  1720,  entered  on  his  double  charge 
with  great  lerioufnefs  and  firmnefs.  One  who  for 
upwards  of  twenty-four  years  ferved  with  him  in  the 
gofpel  of  Chrilt,  and  who  could  not  be  uninformed  of 
his  real  character,  has  favoured  us  with  a  biographi¬ 
cal  fketch  of  him  *9  which  demands  a  place  in  this 
eflay. 

<c  H 

is  natural  abilities  were  found  and  good  ; 
and  his  acquired  furniture,  of  which  he  never  aftecled 
making  a  great  fhew,  was  very  confiderable.-— 
He  had  a  clear  underftanding,  a  penetrating  judg¬ 
ment,  and  a  retentive  memory.  His  application  to 
ftudy  was  conllant  and  fevere:  but  though  he  was  of  a 
retired  and  contemplative  difpofition,  yet  he  was  not  fo 
far  detached  from  the  world,  as  to  be  wholly  unprac- 
tifed  in  the  duties  of  focial  life.  In  the  management 
of  his  temporal  concerns  he  was  inflexibly  juft  and 
honeft ;  in  his  counfels,  prudent  and  faithful ;  in  his 
friendfhips,  fmccre  and  Heady;  and  though  he  was 
/not  a  man  of  ftrong  paflions,  yet  in  the  relations  or 

*  This  (ketch  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans. 

a  brother 


REV.  BERNARD  FOSKETT.  ,  425 

a  brother  and  a  fon,  he  was  tender  and  affectionate, 
dutiful  and  obedient.  His  conduct  as  a  Chridian, 
through  a  courfe  of  near  fixty  years,  was  molt  exem¬ 
plary  and  ornamental.  So  that  it  maybe  truly  faid  of 
him,  he  had  few  equals,  hardly  any  fuperiors.  Religion 
he  confidered  not  as  a  matter  of  mere  [peculation, 
but  as  an  affair  the  moft  facred  and  important.  How 
ferious  and  regular  he  was  in  his  private  devotions, 
in  his  attendance  on  family  and  public  worfhip,  and 
every  other  religious  exercife,  they  who  heft  knew 
him  will  be  readied  to  declare.  Nor  was  his  religion 
confined  to  the  clofet,  the  family,  or  the  houfe  of  God, 
but  happily  diffufed  its  facred  influence  through  his 
whole  life.  Few  they  were,  if  any,  of  the  Chridian 
virtues,  that  did  not  fhine  with  a  bright  and  diflin- 
guifhing ludre  in  his  temper  and  behaviour;  to  deli¬ 
neate  them  all  would  carry  me  too  far  :  I  mud  not, 
however,  omit  to  mention  what  he  was  always  caref  ul 
to  conceal,  his  dlfintereded  and  extenfive  benevo¬ 
lence  $  for  in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  ether  refpefts,  in 
imitation  of  his  divine  mader,  he  went  about  doing 
good.  The  neceflitous  and  deferving  without  diftinc- 
tion  partook  ot  his  bounty  ;  but  the  pious  poor  he 
ever  confidered  as  the  fpecial  objects  of  his  regard* 
And  while  he  often  judicioufly  preferibed  to  the  indi¬ 
gent  fick,  he  generoufly  fupplied  them  with  the  means 
of  obtaining  what  was  neceffary  to  their  relief.  And 
as  the  Gofpel  ever  held  the  highed  place  in  his  edeem, 
his  charities  were  chiefly  directed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
tended  mod  effectually  to  promote  its  intereds ;  fo 
Aug.  17964  g  g  that 
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that  the  poor  minifters  of  Chrift  lhared  very  largely 
in  his  compaffionate  regards,  and  were  multitudes 
of  them  refrelhed  by  his  liberality.  Nor  did  he  con¬ 
fine  his  benevolence  to  thofe  of  his  own  fentiments 
only,  but  cheerfully  extended  it  to  many  who  differ¬ 
ed  from  him.  In  a  word,  as  his  charities  were  thus 
generous  and  extenfive,  fo  the  prudence,  humanity, 
and  privacy,  with  which  they  were  conduced,  fecured 
to  him  the  moll  cordial  refpeft  from  thofe  who  fhared 
of  them,  as  well  as  merited  the  imitation  of  thofe  who 
could  not  avoid  knowing  them.  And  as  he  was  thus 
charitable  whilft  living,  fo  in  this  refpedt  as  well  as 
many  others,  being  dead  he  ftill  fpeaketh. 

cc  In  the  chara&er  of  a  minifler,  he  approved  him- 
felf  judicious,  prudent,  faithful  and  laborious.  His 
religious  principles,  which  were  thofe  commonly 
called  Calviniftical ,  he  ever  maintained  with  a  fteady 
Chriftian  zeal.  But  though  he  was  ftrenuous  for 
what  he  apprehended  to  be  the  truth,  yet  was  he  fond 
of  no  extreme.  While  he  ftrongly  afferted  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  free  grace,  he  earneflly  contended  for  the 
neceffity  of  good  works ;  preaching  duty  as  well  as 
privilege,  and  recommending  holinefs  as  the  only  way 
to  happinefs.  And  with  what  judgment,  ferioufnefs, 
and  affection  he  infilled  on  thefe  important  and  inte- 
refting  fubjedts,  fome  yet  alive  remember ;  as  alfo 
the  extraordinary  weight  which  thefe  his  inftrucFions 
received  from  his  own  very  regular  and  pious  exam¬ 
ple.  He  was  indeed  a  pattern  to  the  flock,  in  word, 

in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  pu¬ 
rity. 
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rity.  Nor  was  he  without  the  pleafure  of  feeing  his 
labours  crowned  with  great  and  happy  fuccefs ;  of 
which  the  very  flourifhing  (fate  of  his  community,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  will  be  confidered  a  fufficient 
evidence. 

“  To  all  which  I  may  add,  that  in  the  office  of  a 
tutor  he  failed  not  to  purfue  the  fame  ends,  which  ani¬ 
mated  his  profeffion  as  a  Chriftian,  and  his  public  la¬ 
bours  as  a  Minifter.  He  was  always  ftudious  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  real  advantage  of  thofe  under  his  care,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  lead  their  minds  into  a  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  moft  beneficial  and  important  branches  of 
literature.  And  though  he  judged  a  fuperficial  edu¬ 
cation  beft  fuited  to  the  years  and  capacities  of  fome ; 
yet  he  encouraged  and  affifted  others  in  the  purfuit  of  a 
more  finifhed  one,  conforming  himfelf  in  the  whole  to 
the  profeffed  defign  of  the  founder  of  this  inftitution. 

“  In  the  regular  and  unwearied  difcharge  of  all  thefe 
feveral  duties  of  his  profeffion  he  fpent  near  forty 
years ;  during  which  time  he  fuffered  little  or  no  inter¬ 
ruption  in  his  work  from  the  diforders  incident  to  hu¬ 
man  nature.  But  at  length,  by  a  paralytic  feizure, 
he  received  the  notice  of  his  approaching  difiolution. 
In  thefe  circumftances  he  continued  near  a  fortnight, 
ftill  enjoying  the  perfeft:  and  undifturbed  ufe  of  his 
reafoning  powers,  and  ftill  difcovering  the  fame  fe- 
rene,  pious,  and  heavenly  fpirit  which  ran  through 
his  whole  life.  Within  a  day  or  two  of  his  deceafe, 
he  addreffed  himfell  to  his  dear  friend  and  colleague, 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  with  a  peculiar  folemnity,  and 
«n  uncommon  pathos,  in  thefe  words  :  “  I  have 
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done  with  man  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and 
I  have  nothing  now  to  rely  on,  but  the  merits  of 
my  dear  Redeemer,  who  of  God  is  made,  I 
truft,  unto  me,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification, 
and  redemption  :  this  is  all  my  falvation  and  all  my 
defire  !”  Su flamed  with  thefe  bleffed  hopes  of  the 
everlafting  Gofpel,  he  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the 
flroke  of  death,  and  quietly  fell  afleep  in  Jefus, 
September  17,  1758,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.” 

His  funeral  fermon  was  preached,  but  not  printed, 
by  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  from  1  Cor.  ix.  27.  / 
keep  under  my  body ,  and  bring  it  into  /abjection  3  left 
ihat  by  any  means ,  when  I  have  preached  to  others ,  I  my- 
feif  Jhould  be  a  caji-awaw  Thus  the  courfe  of  one 
holy  apoflolic  man  was  finifhed. 

If  the  lift  of  Mr.  FoiketPs  Undents  now  before  me 
is  complete,  they  were  in  number  fixty-four,  not 
including  a  pupil  of  the  independent  denomination, 
who  afterwards  lived  and  died  a  ufeful  minifter  at 
Maidftone  in  Kent.*  Concerning  the  firft  of  thefe 
fixty-four,  this  memorandum  is  preferved.  “  No¬ 
vember  the  5th,  1720,  Mr.  Thomas  Rogers  was  pro- 
pofed  as  a  ftudent  to  Mr.  Fofkett,  recommended  by 
the  church  in  the  Pithay,  and  the  ten  pounds  left  by 
Mr.  Terrill  was  granted  to  him.”  Mr.  Rogers  was 
from  Pontypooi,  in  Monmouthfhire,  and  foon  came 
to  the  clofe  of  life.  And  as  the  firft  of  Mr.  Fofkett  3 

*  This  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herbert  Jenkins,  whole  ion  is 
now  minifter  of  the  Prefbyterian  congregation  at  Banbur\, 
in  Oxon. 
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students,  fo  the  laft  of  them  was  from  Wales,  namely 
Mr.  Samuel  George,  who  was  paftor  of  the  church, 
at  Wantage,  Berks,  and  left  an  excellent  character 
behind  him.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Englifh  and  of  the  Welfh  ftudents  fhould 
have  been  exactly  the  fame.  For  there  were  thirty- 
two  of  them  Englifhmen,  and  thirty-two  belonging 
to  the  Principality.  But  I  hope  it  will  appear  much 
more  interefting  to  report,  in  the  words  of  our  ever 
dear  Hugh  Evans;  ‘  that  moft  of  thofe  who  were 
under  Mr.  Fofkett’s  care  approved  themfelves  truly 
ferious,  and  with  great  reputation  filled  many  of  our 

churches/'  Here  let  us  paufe - and  moft  heartily 

praife  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  for  his  mercy 
and  grace.  I  am  fure  they  are  willing  to  do  it,  who 
{fill  furvive  of  that  refpedtable  catalogue. 

Bleffed  be  God,  there  are  a  few  of  thefe  good 
men  yet  in  the  wildernefs.  I  know  not  whether 
they  are  more  than  fix  or  feven  ;  but  as  you  will 
conceive  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  reft  from  them 
as  a  fpecimen,  I  with  pleafure  recite  their  names. 

Benjamin  Beddome,  A.  M.  at  Bourton. 

John  Oulton,  A.  M.  at  Rawden,  York. 

Edmund  Watkins,  at  Uik. 

John  Evans,  now  at  Northampton. 

Benjamin  Francis,  A.  M.  at  Horfley. 

Morgan  Jones,  L.  L.  D.  at  Hammerfmith,  and 

John  Evans,  of  Pentre. 

May  the  latter  days  of  thefe  reverend  minifters 
abundantly  increafe. 
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By  fuch  difciples  *  we  may,  in  fome  meafure,  form 
a  judgment  of  the  matter.  And  if  it  be  conceded  that 
his  method  of  education  was  limited  rather  than  libe¬ 
ral  ;  fevere  rather  than  enchanting ;  employing  the 
memory  more  than  the  genius,  the  reafoning  more 
than  the  fofter  powers  of  the  mind ;  in  a  word,  if  it  be 
granted  that  Mr.  Fofkett  was  not  the  firft  of  tutors,  it  is 
a  piece  of  juftice  to  his  memory,  and  a  debt  of  honor 
to  the  divine  grace,  mod  cheerfully  to  acknowledge, 
that  fome  good  fcholars,  and  feveral  of  the  greateft 
minifters  who  have  adorned  our  denomination  fince 
the  days  of  the  reformation,  were  educated  by  him. 
Here  I  pafs  the  names  which  have  been  juft  recorded. 
But  were  I  to  fingle  out  from  his  ftudents  a  fcholar,  it 
would  be  proper  to  repeat  what  the  late  Dr.  Gibbons 

faid  to  me  fome  years  fince,  when  feveral  eminent 

* 

linguifts  had  been  mentioned ;  cc  I  think,  my  young 
friend,  that  Dr.  Llewelyn  is  the  firft  fcholar  we 
have  among  the  Proteftant  di^^enters.,,  Were  I  to 
diftinguilh  thofe  who  were  eminent  as  fcholars  and 
preachers  too,  I  fhould  felefl:  not  only  from  the  fhort 
lift  which  adorns  a  preceding  paragraph,  but  pro- 

*  Since  this  difcourfe  was  delivered,  we  have  been  called 
to  mourn  the  death  of  two  of  thefe  worthies — Mr.  Beddome 
and  Mr.  Watkins.  The  biography  of  the  former  may  be  feen 
in  the  regifter  for  January  1796,  No.  12,  p.  314.  And  a  de- 
fign  has  been  conceived  of  publifhing  an  Appendix  to  this 
Eflhy,  in  which  fhall  be  given,  among  feveral  valuable  papers, 
a  fliort  account  of  all  thofe  ftudents  of  the  Briftol  Academy, 
who  have  died  in  the  Lord;  if  materials,  fufficiently  interefting, 
are  fpeedily  communicated. 
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duce  feveral  others,  and  among  them  I  might  men¬ 
tion, 

Robert  Day,  A.  M.  at  Wellington. 

John  Ash,  L.  L.  D.  at  Perfhore. 

John  Ryland,  A.  M.  at  Northampton. 

But  there  is  one  name  I  cannot  omit — the  name  ot 
the  third  ftudent  in  the  roll  of  the  fixty-four;  I  mean 

that  of  the  immortal 

Hugh  Evans,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Fofkett  finifhed  his  labours  and  entered  on  his 
reft ;  but  inftead  of  the  father  came  up  this  fon,  who 
had  in  general  the  efteem  and  influence  of  a  prince, 
wherever  he  was  known,  in  all  the  earth. 

It  was  the  honor  and  happinefs  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Evans  to  be  descended  from  Welfh  parents,  in  eafy 
circumflances,  illuftrious  for  their  piety  and  benevo¬ 
lence.  His  grandfather,  Mr.  Thomas  Evans,  was 
eminent  in  his  day,  for  gifts  and  grace.  In  the  time 
of  Oliver’s  commonwealth,  he  pafled  his  examina¬ 
tion  before  the  triers  appointed  to  licenfe  minifters, 
and  received  from  them  an  honorable  teftimonial. 
The  original  was  intrufted  to  me,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  copy. 

By  the  Commijfion  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel 
in  Wales . 

WHEREAS  five  of  the  minifters,  in  the  aft  of  par- 
liament  bearing  date  the  25th  of  February  1649, 
and  entitled  an  Aft  for  the  better  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  Wales ,  have,  according  to  the  tenors  of  the 
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laid  add,  approved  of  Mr.  Thomas  Evans  the  younger, 
and  have  recommended  him,  with  their  advice  to  us, 
that  he  be  encouraged  in  the  work  of  the  miniflry: 
we  do,  according  to  an  order  diredled  to  us  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  at  Neath,  therefore  ORDER,  that 
Mi.  John  Pryce,  trealurer,  fhall  forthwith  pay  unto 
the  laid  Mr.  Thomas  Evans  the  fum  of  thirty  pounds, 
which  we  have  thought  fit  to  allow  him  towards  his 
falary,  and  encouragement  in  the  work  of  the  minif- 
try.  And  this  our  order,  together  with  his  acquittal, 
fhall  be  a  fufficient  difcharge  for  the  faid  treafurer. 

Dated  under  our  hands,  the  16th  of  May,  in 
the  )ear  of  our  Lord,  1653. 

John  Williams,  &c. 

By  thefe  five  gentlemen,  Mr.  Thomas  Evans  was 
appointed  to  preach  in  the  parifh  of  Maefmynys, 
where  he  continued  till  the  reftoration  in  1660,  and 
appears  to  have  been  ufeful,  and  highly  efteemed  by 
thofe  who  knew  him  and  attended  on  his  miniftry. 
But  when  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to  officiate  in 
the  parifh  church,  as  his  confcience  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  conformity  then 
impofed,  it  was  thought  he  formed  a  feparate  church 
of  the  Baptift  denomination;  but  the  Welfh  hiflorian, 
our  venerable  friend,  the  Rev.  Joffiua  Thomas  of 
Leominfter,  who  has  enabled  me  to  correQ:  feveral 
miftakes  which  have  crept  into  the  hiftory  of  this 
family,  informs  me  it  is  correct  to  fay,  “  That  Mr. 
Thomas  Evans  united  himfelf  to  the  Baptifl  fociety, 
which  now  con  flitutes  Dolau  andPentre  churches,  and 
which  were  then  one  church,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 

Henry 


REV.  HUGH  EVANS,  A.  M. 


433 


Henry  Gregory,  who  was  the  paftor  of  it  from  1 660, 
till  about  the  year  1 700.  Mr.  Thomas  Evans  was 
fir  ft  his  affiftant,”  and  then  perhaps  co-paftor  with 
him.  The  church  met  for  divine  worfhip  many 
years  in  his  father’s  houfe.  He  fuffered  much  for 
confcience’  fake,  but  was  carried  honorably  through 
all  his  difficulties,  and  in  1688  died  in  peace. 

Caleb,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Evans,  a 
man  of  good  abilities,  and  of  a  mod  amiable  difpo- 
fition  and  charafter,  fucceeded  him  in  the  paftoral 
office,  and  continued  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  it,  till  removed  by  death,  in  the  year  1 7  3 9* 
Our  Rev.  Hugh  Evans  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  this 
Caleb,  by  his  firft  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hannah  Lewis, 
from  Herefordffiire,  of  whofe  piety  and  other  perfonal 
excellencies,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  fay  too  much. 
Mr.  Thomas  informs  me,  that  {he  was  of  a  reputable 
family,  in  the  Valley  of  Olchon,  who  were  diftin- 
guiffied  in  the  Principality  for  ffieltering  the  Baptifts 
in  perfecuting  times.  As  our  dear  preceptor  de¬ 
fended  from  fuch  parents,  it  may  reafonably  be  in¬ 
ferred  that  he  was  a  child  of  many  prayers.  In  early 
life  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pryce,  a  worthy  diffenting  mini  her,  who  at  that 
time  kept  a  boarding  fchool  of  high  reputation,  near 
Talgarth,  in  the  county  of  Brecon,  and  was  eminent 
in  his  day,  as  a  found  claffical  fcholar.  Here  Mr. 
Hugh  Evans  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  learned  languages,  and  at  the  fame  time 
had  the  diftinguiffied  happinefs  of  being  brought 
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effectually  acquainted  with  Chrift  and  his  own  heart. 
Several  things  concurred,  under  the  divine  influence, 
towards  his  converfion :  the  recollection  when  he 
was  at  fchool  of  the  prayers,  and  counfels  of  his 
father,  before  he  left  home :  the  converfation  of  a 
godly  family  of  his  father's  acquaintance :  and  the 
preaching  of  that  eminent  fervant  of  God,  old  Mr. 
Enoch  Francis, — made  fuch  imprellions  on  his  mind 
as  were  never  obliterated.  Soon  after  having  come 
to  this  city  to  vifit  a  near  relation,  and  to  receive 
advice  for  a  complaint  in  his  foot,  he  purfued  his 
learning  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Fofkett,  by 
whom  he  was  baptized,  Auguft  7,  17  30. 

By  letters,  which  have  come  to  light  fince  the 
death  of  Dr.  Evans,  we  learn,  that  foon  after  Mr. 
Hugh  Evans  was  baptized,  he  went  into  Wales,  for 
the  fake  of  his  health,  and  to  fee  his  father,  to  whom 
Mr.  Fofkett  wrote,  advifing  him  and  his  friends  to 
try  the  young  man's  minifterial  gifts  while  at  home  ; 
for  at  Briftol,  he  laid,  they  could  not  prevail  on  him 

to  exercife,  fuch  was  his  extreme  modefty  and  diffi- 

% 

dence. 

In  thefe  early  traits  of  character,  the  church  at 
Broadmead  muft  have  perceived  a  golden  flieaf  which 
prefaged  a  glittering  harveft.  Accordingly  they 
called  him  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  on  the  17th 
of  Auguft  1733,  and,  in  the  December  following, 
gave  him  an  invitation  to  become  an  affiftant  to  their 
worthy  paftor,  which  he  accepted,  notwithftanding 
much  fairer  profpeCts,  as  to  this  world,  opened  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  him  from  two  churches  in  the  metropolis.  And 
in  1739  he  was  called  to  the  ftationof  teaching  elder. 
The  higher  he  rofe  in  office,  the  brighter  he  (hone  as 
one  of  the  ambaffadors  of  the  churches  who  are  the 
glory  of  Chrift.  The  biographical  account  of  him  in 
his  funeral  fermon,  though  it  be  the  eulogy  of  a 

fon,  is  temperate  and  juft. 

Every  one  who  knew  him  muft  admit  that  his 
gift  in  prayer  was  uncommon,  his  ftudents  thought 
it  was  unequalled.  In  the  family,  at  occafional 
meetings,  in  the  fervices  of  the  Lord’s  day,  and  upon 
extraordinary  occafions,  w7ith  copioufnefs,  dignity, 
and  warmth  of  devotion,  he  poured  out  his  foul  unto 
God ;  and  yet  with  fuch  variety,  that  he  was  feldom, 
if  ever,  heard  to  pray  twice  alike. 

His  pulpit  compofitions  were  clear,  nervous  and 
pathetic.  Few  men  were  more  capable  of  taking  a 
large,  comprehenfive,  mafterly  view  of  a  fubjefl: ;  or 
of  reprefenting  it  with  greater  perfpicuity,  energy, 
and  fervor.  His  language  was  ftriking,  his  voice 
clear,  and  his  elocution  manly.  Nor  did  any  preacher, 
perhaps,  ever  know  better  than  he,  efpecially  at  fome 
happy  feafons,  what  it  was  to  reign  over  his  audience, 
enlightening  their  underftanding,  convincing  their 
judgment,  and  then  kindling  all  their  nobleft  paffions 
into  a  blaze  of  devotion. 

After  he  had  many  years  habituated  himfelf  to 
ftudy,  his  forte  as  a  minifter  was  an  extemporaneous 
illuftration  of  the  facred  fcriptures.  This  was  evinced 
by  the  weekly  conferences  ;  and  we  are  able  to  affert 

that 
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that  many  of  his  fermons,  which  his  people  deem- 
ed  the  belt  and  moft  ufeful,  exactly  anfwered  to 
tiiis  defcription.  His  minifterial  labours  were  far  ex¬ 
tended  all  around.  He  had  the  care  of  numerous 
churches  refting  upon  him  ;  and  many  were  the  long 
journies  he  took  to  aflift  at  ordinations,  and  at  the 
annual  affbciations,  in  England  and  Wales. 

As  a  tutor  he  was  not  inferior  to  either  of  his  pre- 
deceffors.  He  poffeffed  the  affiduity  without  the  fe- 
verity  of  his  immediate  predecefibr,  and  led  his  dif- 
ciples  into  the  fields  of  fcience  by  a  method,  in  which 
hourly  acquifitions  brought  new  pleafures,  and  enabled 
us  to  purfue  thought  from  thought,  with  tranquillity 
and  delight.  Every  one  who  fat  at  his  feet  recog- 
nifed  in  him  a  friend  and  a  father.  He  fo  took  us 
under  his  care  as  to  infpire  affection  to  him  as  our 
friend ,  and  we  never  left  his  wing,  till  affe&ion  having 
grown  to  reverence  conftrained  the  filial  heart  to  fay, 
This  is  my  father. 

O  what  condefcenfion,  what  tendernefs  have  we 
feen  in  him !  What  folicitude  for  our  ufefulnefs  and  fe¬ 
licity  has  he  difeovered  !  With  an  appropriate  facility 
he  planted  many  a  fhrub  in  the  very  foil  which  reafon 
and  grace  had  adapted  to  its  growth,  and  foon  as  its 
fruit  appeared,  how  did  he  rejoice  !  When  we  no 
lenger  enjoyed  the  bofom  of  our  Alma  Mater,  nor 
refled  under  his  (hade,  he  interefted  himfelf  in  our 
hi  (lory  :  his  fympathy  leffened  our  forrows,  and  his 
participation  with  us  increafed  our  joys.  What  man, 
fince  the  apofiolic  days,  could  have  faid  with  more 

fincerity 
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fincerity  and  accent,  I  have  no  greater  joy  than  to  hear 
that  my  children  zvalk  in  truth  ?  Well  therefore  it  was 
faid,  in  his  funeral  fermon,  that  it  gave  him  “  inex- 
prefliblepleafure  to  fee  fo  many  who  had  been  under 
his  tuition  fulfil  his  expectations  concerning  them.” 
And  that,  not  long  before  his  death,  he  fpoke  with 
tears  of  joy  to  this  effect ;  “  I  am  happy  to  fee  thefe 
young  men  rifing  up,  I  hope,  for  great  and  eminent 
ufefulnefs  in  the  Church  of  God,  when  I  and  many 
others  fhall  be  here  no  more  !” 

But  over  the  annals  of  this  peculiarly  eminent  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord,  we  exclaim.  The  Fathers  where  are 
they  ?  and  the  Prophets  do  they  live  for  ever  l  Through 
intenfe  application  the  machine  of  mortality  began  to 
wear  out,  and  the  vigour  of  this  holy  ufeful  man  de¬ 
cayed.  But  before  his  diffolution  our  churches  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  attend  the  affociation  at 
Fro  me.  Here  he  took  a  folemn  leave  of  his  con¬ 
nexions  in  an  affecting  difcourfe  from  thofe  alarming 
words  ;  Be  not  deceived ,  God  is  not  mocked .  And  foon 
after  his  return  to  Briftol,  he  clofed  his  public  mi- 
niftry,  with  a  truly  paternal  addrefs  from  Gal.  iv.  19. 
My  little  children ,  of  whom  I  travail  in  birth  again 
until  Chrif  be  formed  in  you. 

During  his  declining  (fate,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to 

4 

defcribe  his  placid  refignation  to  the  divine  will,  his 
meeknefs  and  his  affection  to  all  around  him.  Every 
paffion  feemed  to  be  extinguifhed  but  love.  With 
that  he  overflowed  to  his  family,  the  church,  and  all 
his  connexions.  When  fpeaking  of  the  profperous 
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flate  of  Broadmead  and  the  academy,  he  once  faid, 
that  he  thought  he  might  adopt  the  words  of  good  old 
Simeon,  Loi  dy  now  lettejl  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in 
peace  y  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation •  He  fre¬ 
quently  faid,  my  flefh  and  my  heart  failethy  but  God  is 
the  ftrength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever . 

A  ftudent,  who  was  with  him  in  the  two  laft  nights 
of  his  life,  informs  me,  that  for  twenty-four  hours 
before  he  departed  he  lay  totally  infenfible.  About 
midnight  he  began  vifibly  to  alter,  and  appeared  to 
ftruggle  with  the  laft  enemy.  His  dear  fon  Caleb 
was  fent  for,  who  came  juft  in  time  to  witnefs  the 
clofing  fcene.  Several  of  the  ftudents  were  in  the 
room,  and  his  three  fons  and  two  youngeft  daughters 
furrounded  the  bed  while  he  breathed  out  his  laft.— 
The  fcene  was  unfpeakingly  ftriking  and  folemn. — 
There  lay,  in  the  arms  of  death — the  great  Hugh 
Evans. 

Soon  after  he  expired,  his  fon,  the  Doctor,  who  had 
been  kneeling  by  the  bed  fide  for  fome  time,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  pouring  out  his  whole  foul  unto 
the  Lord,  rofe  from  his  knees,  lifted  up  his  hands  to 
heaven,  and  in  all  the  tendernefs  of  filial  grief  laid, 
Blefted  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord ;  he  wept 
bitterly,  but  then  added,  for  they  reft  from  their  la - 
hours ,  and  their  works  follow  them  :  And  indeed  all 
who  were  prefent  wept  aloud,  for  feveral  minutes. 

The  evening  before  the  interment,  the  corpfe  was 
taken  to  the  meeting  houfe  :  The  fervice  was  to  be¬ 
gin  the  next  day  at  two  o’clock,  but  the  houfe  was 

full 
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full  before  one.  A  fuitable  and  truly  melting  dif- 
courfe  was  preached  by  an  excellent  brother,  now 
affembled  with  us*;  after  which  the  funeral  procef- 
fion,  covering  half  a  mile  in  length,  attended  the  body 
from  the  meeting  houfe  to  theBaptift  burying  ground, 
where  the  venerable  Mr.  John  Tommas  delivered  a 
pathetic  addrefs  on  the  occafion.  This  was  a  folemn 
hour,  and  the  countenance  of  unnumbered  fpefta- 
tors  faid — We  have  loft  a  friend. 

This  ftroke  was  felt  throughout  the  kingdom. — 
Our  parlours,  our  pulpits,  and  our  aflfemblies  in  ge¬ 
neral,  not  without  many  a  trickling  tear,  fighed. 
How  are  the  mighty  fallen  !  But  affecting  as  was  this 
difpenfation,  by  which  the  church  and  the  world 
fuftained  a  lofs  ;  one  thing  confoled  us — inftead  of  this 
father  came  up  his  Son,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caleb  Evans, 
enrolled  with  the  worthies,  whom  our  afcended  Lord 
himfelf  was  to  make  Princes  in  all  the  earth . 

The  firft  accounts  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain 
of  our  late  Prefident,  furnifh  us  with  a  genius  in 
embryo.  He  was,  blefled  be  God  !  in  early  life, 
called  out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light.  From 
his  own  pen,  we  colledl,  that  when  he  was  only  a 
youth,  he  beheld  with  admiration  his  father  in  the 
pulpit,  and  was  delighted  with  the  heavenly  founds 
which  flowed  from  his  lips.  Hearing  the  awful  terrors 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Francis.  This  fermon  was  not 
printed,  as  Dr.  Evans  was  preparing  one  for  publication  which 
fpeedily  appeared,  and  to  which  this  eBay  is  confiderably  in¬ 
debted. 
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of  the  law,  and  the  aftonilhing  grace  of  the  Gofpel* 
he  was  brought  into  the  very  duff,  before  the  throne 
of  an  holy  God,  and  enabled  to  magnify  the  riches 
of  free  grace  in  his  falvation.  Under  the  parental 
care  and  inftru&ion  of  his  father,  he  received  his 
grammar  learning,  and  ranked  with  other  ftudents 
under  Mr,  Fofkett,  about  the  year  1753.  On  his 
removal  to  London,  he  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Stennett,  and  became  a  member  of  the  church  in 
Little  Wild-ftreet.  And  having  gone  through  the 
ufual  courfe  of  ftudies  in  the  diflenting  academy  then 
at  Mile-end,  now  at  Homerton,  while  Dr.  Walker, 
Dr.  Conder,  and  Dr.  Gibbons  were  the  tutors,  he 
was  called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry  by  the  church 
to  which  he  belonged  \  and  then  for  two  years,  as 
he  himfelf  informed  me,  aflifted  the  Rev.  Jofiah 
Thompfon,  at  that  time  pallor  of  the  Baptift  church 
in  Unicorn-yard,  Southwark  ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Furneaux,  at  Clapham. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in  1759,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  invitation  to  become  his  father's  affiftant, 
and  began  his  public  career  in  Broadmead,  with  a  dif~ 
courfe  from  thefe  words ;  I  determined  not  to  know  any 
thing  among  you ,  fave  Jefus  Chrijl ,  and  him  crucified .— 

This  determination  he  held  faft.  It  gave  vigour  to 

■* 

his  miniftry  through  the  varying  fcenes  of  life,  and  at 
laft  it  placed  for  him  the  lamp  of  hope  in  the  valley 
of  the  fhadow  of  death.  Having  preached  at  Briftol 
about  eight  years,  he  was  ordained,  and  became  his 
father’s  colleague.  The  congregation  and  the  church, 

already 
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already  large  and  reputable,  felt  his  influence*  His 
piety,  adorned  with  an  animated  eloquence,  gave  a 
zeft  to  his  prayers  and  his  fermons.  His  connexions 
in  town  and  country  were  numerous  and  refpedtable. 
Where  he  was  known  and  heard,  he  was  admired  and 
loved.  And  now,  when  the  influence  of  his  father  was 
apoftolic,  the  popularity  of  the  fon  proverbial,  and 
every  thing  in  the  Church  and  Academy  was  ap¬ 
proximating  to  perfeftion — in  the  full  affluence  of 
fame,  he  feized  the  golden  opportunity ;  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  all  the  other  efforts  of  an  expanfive  benevo¬ 
lence,  his  liberal  heart  devifed  another  liberal  fcheme. 

Having  furveyed  with  pleafure  the  inftitution  of 
Terrill,  the  affiduity  of  Fofkett,  and  the  improved 
method  of  education  adopted  by  his  father — -with  a 
difmterefted  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  men,  he  faid  of  the  academy  according  to  the 
language  of  facred  fong,  If  fhe  be  a  door ,  we  will inclofe 
her  with  boards  of  cedar  if  jhe  be  a  wall ,  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  laid,  and  the  fabric  for  years  has  been  going 
up,  we  will  build  upon  her  a  palace  of  fiver .  Cant.  viii.  9. 

He  devifed— he  planned — he  executed.  It  was 
a  ftructure  of  faith,  founded  in  hope,  on  the  bafis  of 
charity ;  to  which  be,  its  father ,  gave  the  name  of 
The  Bristol  Education  Society— a  fociety  of 
Christian  Philanthropists,  before  whom  I  ap¬ 
pear  with  a  refpect  bordering  on  reverence. 

d his  fociety  was  formed  in  1770,  in  aid  of  the 
Baptift  Academy  in  Brifto),  with  the  defign,  “  That 
diflenting  congregations,  efpecially  of  the  Baptift  de- 
Dec.  1796.  h  h  nomination. 
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nomination,  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions* 
may,  if  it  pleafe  God,  be  more  effectually  fupplied 
with  a  fucceffion  of  able  and  evangelical  miniftersj 
and  that  miffionaries  may  be  fent  to  thofe  places 
where  there  is  an  opening  for  the  gofpel.” 

Some  of  us  who  had  the  honor  of  fitting  at  Dr. 
Evans’s  feet,  before  and  after  the  emiffionof  his  fcheme, 
well  remember  his  anxious  folicitude  concerning  it,  and 
the  unremitted  exertions  he  made,  in  town  and  coun¬ 
try,  to  realize  his  plan.  And,  bleffed  be  God,  his 
efforts  were  not  fruitlefs.  So  far  from  it,  that  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  indulgent  Heaven  and  a  fm.il- 
ing  public  exceeded,  by  far  exceeded,  his  firft  ex¬ 
pectations.  Under  his  foftering  hand  the  mo  ft  bene¬ 
volent  men  in  all  our  connexions  enrolled  themfelves 
as  fubfcribers  to  the  inftitution  j  and  names,  which 
add  a  luftre  to  any  catalogue,  became  its  patrons  and 
benefactors.  Among  them  I  perceive  the  Chief  Ma- 
giftrates  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Briftol,  and  other 
illuftrious  names,  over  fome  of  whom,  <c  now  to  the 
duft  gone  down/’  we  drop  the  tributary  tear.  Out 
of  thefe  departed  worthies,  it  will  be  a  gratification 
to  mention, 

1 

The  Right  Hon*  Frederick  Bull,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London.  . 

Tho  mas  Llewelyn,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  Andrew  Gifford,  D.  D* 

Joseph  Tomkins,  Efq. 

John  Bull,  Efq. 

Francis  Bull,  Efq. 


William 
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William  Steele,  Efq, 

Dr.  Joseph  Mason. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bunn. 

Robert  Houlton,  Efq.  and  his  nephew, 

John  Houlton,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

To  thefe  many  other  characters  might  be  added  j 
but  I  difmifs  them,  expecting  that  the  next  age  will 
gratefully  embalm  their  memories  in  fucceffive  anni- 
verfaries,  while  all  the  churches  will  give  glory  to 
God  on  your  account. 

As  the  affairs  of  the  Academy  were  now  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  on  a  larger  fcale,  and  a  greater  number  of 
fludents  to  be  educated,  the  Rev.  James  Newton, 
A.  M.  affiftant  preacher  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tommas, 
at  the  Pithay,  was  refpeCtfully  invited  to  take  a  fliare 
in  the  education.  The  province  of  claffical  tutor  was 
affigned  him — a  department  for  which  he  was  ad¬ 
mirably  fitted.  With  the  Latin  and  Greek  daffies, 
with  the  Chriftian  Hebrew  feriptures,  the  Mifnah, 
Talmuds,  and  other  Jewifh  writings,  he  was  intimately 
acquainted.  Some  of  us  now  affembled,  who  in  our 
later  years  at  the  academy  were  under  his  care,  per¬ 
fectly  recoiled  with  what  humility,  prudence  and 
affedion,  he  entered  on  his  office  among  us,  and  with 
what  patience  and  affiduity  he  fuftained  it.  But 
though  he  is  no  more,  Newton  will  long  be  a  fra¬ 
grant  name  in  this  connexion.  I  am  extremely 
forry  at  being  under  the  neceffity  of  referring  the 
audience  for  a  full  account  of  him,  to  the  funeral 
fermon  on  his  death,  in  which,  however,  it  will  be 

h  h  2  found 
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found  that  juffice  is  done  to  his  memory  *,  by  Dr* 
Evans. 

How  well  the  Doctor  was  fitted,  firft  to  affift  the 
great  Hugh  Evans,  and  then  to  prefide  over  the 
growing  inftitution,  it  is  unneceffary  to  fay,  for  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion  on  this  head. 

As  he  had  known  the  fcriptures  from  his  youth, 
been  called  by  divine  grace  in  early  life,  addi&ed  him- 
felf  to  the  miniftry,  improved  his  mind  by  extenfive 
reading,  and  had  enjoyed  a  truly  liberal  education  \ 
he  was  prepared  not  only  to  rife,  but  to  fhine  like 
the  Sun — an  univerfal  bleffing.  How  often  have  we 
been  illuminated  and  warmed  by  his  genial  rays  1  Who 
can  read  his  addrefs  to  his  (Indents,  drawn  up  in 
177 and  then  delivered,  firft  of  all,  to  fome  of  us 
who  are  this  day  affociated  ; — who  can  read  it,  and 
not  perceive  that  the  welfare  of  every  one  of  his  pupils 
lay  very  near  his  heart !  O,  how  often  has  he  in 
prayer,  and  in  advice,  melted  over  us !  We  all  of  us 
felt  a  fincere  affection  for  him,  and  in  fome  of  us 
it  feemed  to  be  a  mixture  of  the  filial  and  fraternal. 
Similar  emotions  alfo  of  mind  were  infpired  by  his 
conduct  in  the  circles  of  his  friends,  in  which  he 
charmed  by  his  piety,  affability,  and  good  fenfe. 

Our  Baptift  College  in  America  was  proud  to 
confer  on  him  her  higheft  honors,  in  which  fhe  was 
followed  by  the  Principal  and  Profeffors  of  the  King’s 
College,  Aberdeen,  in  the  year  1789.  But  though 
courted  by  fome,  careffed  by  others,  and  valued  by 

*  Mr.  Newton’s  Biography  is  given  in  the  RegiRer,  No.  II. 
page  150. 
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all  of  his  connexions,  his  native  excellencies,  as  a 
renewed  man  and  Chriftian  minifter,  never  forfook 
him.  He  had  been  defcended  from  a  race  of  apof- 
tolic  men,  and  his  charafier  reflefted  Inftre  on  his 
anceftors.  Great  without  arrogance,  he  maintained 
the  dignity  of  his  rank,  nor  ever  gave  any  one  reafon 
to  repine  at  his  fuccefs.  He  never  profeffed  himfelf 
to  be  a  profound  metaphyfician,  or  the  pofleffor,  in  a 
fuperior  degree  to  all  his  brethren,  of  a  talent  for 
generalifmg  his  ideas  ;  yet  his  mind  was  enriched 
with  numerous  combinations  of  thought,  with  a  tafte 
cultivated  and  pure,  and  a  memory  eminently  accu¬ 
rate.  Warm  and  occafionally  rapid  in  his  manner, 

•  he  fometimes  fucceeded  more  through  a  kind  of  na¬ 
tural  felicity  than  previous  ftudy.  With  a  plenitude 
and  vigor  of  expreffion,  the  legitimate  offspring  of 
genius,  his  eloquence  was  neither  difgraced  by  falfe 
and  meretricious  ornaments,  nor  degraded  by  dul- 
nefs  and  infipidity.  His  flowing  periods,  and  the 
harmonious  cadence  of  his  voice  fitted  him,  in  no 
common  degree,  for  public  fpeaking.  Whether  he 
read  his  fermons,  or  delivered  them  impromptu,* 
they  were  as  diftinguifhable  for  their  eafy  elegance, 
and  evangelical  favor,  as  his  prayers  were  for  a  ra¬ 
tional,  manly,  and  affectionate  devotion.  His  audi¬ 
ence,  neither  attra&ed  by  fafliion,  won  by  the  fplen- 

*  It  was  his  general  practice  to  preach  the  forenoon  fer- 
mon  entirely  without  notes;  and  to  read  almoft  every  fentence 
of  his  difcourfe  when  it  was  his  turn  to  preach  in  the  after¬ 
noon  fervice,  or  at  the  evening  lecture. 
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dor  of  eflablifhments,  nor  the  infpiration  of  mufic^ 
always  numerous,  always  increafing,  and  often 
highly  devotional ;  demonftrated  that  he  was  a  work¬ 
man  who  needed  not  to  be  ajhamed  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth . 

He  was  clofely  attached  to  the  fyflem  of  theology/ 
which  we  call  Calvinifm;  yet  candid  in  judging  of 
the  characters  and  fpeculations  of  others.  His  zeal, 
though  warm,  never  degenerated  into  rancor  and 
bitternefs,  in  proof  of  which  his  numerous  publica¬ 
tions  may  be  produced ;  yet  his  temper  was  not 
formed  for  approving  virtue  with  coolnefs,  nor  for 
cenfuring  vice  with  apathy.  Open,  honeft,  gene¬ 
rous,  his  morals  were  pure  without  morofenefs,  his 
piety  fincere  without  gloominefs  or  oflentation.  No 
good  man  ever  held  free  intercourfe  with  him  with¬ 
out  warm  approbation,  nor  was  deprived  of  it  without 
regret.  In  a  word,  thofe  who  knew  Dr.  Evans,  and 
were  capable  of  eflimating  his  character,  all  agree, 
that  his  talents  were  highly  refpedtable,  and  his  vir¬ 
tues  rare,  folid,  and  exalted. 

For  feveral  months  before  his  illnefs,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  a  miniftring  brother  now  prefent,  It  appeared 
evidently,  to  thofe  who  converfed  with  him,  that  he 
was  ripening  fail  for  eternal  bleffednefs.  His  mind 
was  in  general  much  taken  up  with  the  employ  of 
heaven.  In  humble  abafement  of  fpirit  did  he  often 
fpeak  of  himfelf,  as  a  fallen  depraved  creature ;  but, 
when  he  contemplated  his  privileges  as  a  redeemed, 
regenerated  fmner,  his  joy  was  unutterable.  With 
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rapture  he  exclaimed,  0  the  breadth ,  and  lengthy  and 
depth  and  height  of  the  love  of  Chrifl  which  pajfeth 
knowledge!  Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath 
befozved  upon  us ,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  Sons  of 
God ;  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  Jh all  be! 

About  a  week  after  his  fir  ft  paralytic  feizure,  he 
faid  to  one  of  his  ftudents  who  now  hears  me,  I 
am  perfectly  refigned  to  the  will  of  God.  And  it 
being  fignified  to  him,  that  at  the  approaching  Affo- 
ciation  at  Wotton,  the  minifters  and  other  brethren 
would  be  much  affefted  by  the  death  of  dear  Mr.  Day, 
of  Wellington,  who  was  appointed  to  preach  the  fer- 
mon,  the  Doftor  wept  aloud,  faying,  cc  I  expefted  to 
have  joined  him  before  this  time  in  the  kingdom  of 
my  father  :  he  is  gone,  and  I  am  languishing  behind  ; 
but  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed ,  and  /  am  per - 
fuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  com¬ 
mitted  unto  him  againf  that  day?'  Recovering  him- 
felf,  he  added,  cc  If  I  had  been  able  to  attend  the 
affociation,  and  had  preached,  I  intended  to  have 
improved  thefe  words;  We  have  this  treafure  in 
earthen  veffels.  Ah,  truly,’1  faid  he,  Minifters  are 
brittle,  earthen  veffels ;  but  bleffed  be  God  for  the 
treafure  which  he  puts  into  them.  The  beft  compofed 
fermons  are  nothing  without  the  excellency  of  the 
power  which  is  of  God ,  and  not  of  usF 

In  the  fame  converfation  he  moft  earneftly  recom¬ 
mended  Village  preaching,  giving  a  detail  of  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  a  favorite  congregation  at  Downend, 
near  Briftol,  where  he  then  was.  And  fpeaking  of 

h  h  4  the 


/ 


44§ 


THE  REV.  CALEB  EVANS,  D.  D, 

the  foundation  of  his  hope,  he  faid,  “  As  for  thofe 
who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement,  I  cannot 
ted  how  it  may  be  with  them  in  the  near  profpefts 
oi  death;  foi  my  own  part,  I  have  nothing  to 

RESi  Ax  V  SOUL  UPON,  BUT  CHRIST  AND  HIM  CRU¬ 
CIFIED  *.  and  I  am  now  unfpeakably  happy  to  think 
of  my  feeble  effort  in  vindicating  that  glorious  doftrine, 
in  my  four  fermons  on  that  fubjecb”  Thus  happy 

was  the  frame  of  his  mind,  and  he  was  yet  alive _ 

and  while  he  was  living  we  hoped ;  and  prayer  was 
made  xoi  his  life.  We  made  it,  and  thoufands  made 
it  to  God  continually  for  him.  Innumerable  were 
the  hearts  which  afcended  to  heaven,  and,  with 

ad  the  pathos  ana  piety  of  a  wreflling  devotion, 
cried 

“  Eternal  God,  command  his  ftay, 

Stretch  the  dear  months  of  his  delay, 

O  !  we  could  with  his  age  were  one  eternal  day.” 

W  ATTsh  Lyrics . 

And  indeed  there  were  moments  when  fome  of  his 
dearefl  friends  entertained  a  flattering  hope  of  his 
recovery.  But  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  1791,  he  had 
a  fecond  attack,  which  alas !  proved  fatal  on  the 
Tuefday  following.  Bleffed  be  God  for  all  the  feli¬ 
city  he  enjoyed  during  his  affliaion,  and  that  during 
tne  iafl  hours  and  moments  of  life,  with  glory  in  his 

cheeks,  he  often  repeated  Dr.  Doddridge’s  animating 
lines; 

And  dying  clafp  thee  in  my  arms, 

I  he  antidote  of  death.” 
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Hence  thofe  who  were  around  his  bed  declare,  that 
they  never  faw  fo  much  ot  the  power  of  the  Gofpel, 
to  fupport  under  the  pains  of  dying,  as  they  beheld  in 
the  expiring  moments  of  dear,  dear,  Dr.  Evans;  who, 
with  an  eminently  propitious  gale,  had  an  entrance 
miniftered  unto  him  abundantly  into  the  ever  lofting  king¬ 
dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  JeJus  Chrift . 

Thus  terminated  the  exemplary  and  fuccefsful  ca¬ 
reer  of  our  late  beloved  Prefident,  who  departed  this 
life,  Auguft  9,  1791 ,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age. 
The  Rev.  John  Tommas,  of  Briftol,  delivered  the 
addrefs  at  his  interment  in  the  Baptift  burying  ground, 
in  this  city;  and  Dr.  Stennett,  on  whom  it  naturally 
fell  to  perform  the  fervice,  preached  his  funeral  fer- 
inon  at  Broadmead  Lord’s  day  the  21ft  of  the  lame 
month,  from  Heb.  xiii.  8.  Jefus  Chrift  the  fame  yefter- 
day ,  to-day ,  and  for  ever . 

What  a  yearly  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  that 
on  the  Wednefday  following,  when  the  chairman 
reported— The  death  of  our  Prefident!  Father  of 
Mercies !  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift! 
hear  a  fingle  requeft,  That  fuch  another  day— if  it  ever 
mull  arrive— may  be  far-- -very  far  diftant!  At  the 
annual  fervice  of  1791  what  paffage  of  fcripture  could 
have  been  more  fuitable  than  2  Chr.  1.  7.  Ajk  what 
I ftoall  give  thee—  the  text  on  which  our  valued  friend 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunfcombe  preached  to  the  affem- 
bly !  And  what  R.efolution  of  the  Society  could  have 
been  either  more  juft  or  more  grateful  than  that 
which  expreffed  an  affectionate  concern,  honorably 
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to  tranfmit  the  memory  of  our  invaluable  Prefident, 
as  the  founder  of  the  fociety,  to  late  poflerity  !* 

And  now  when  he  was  entombed,  calculate  our 
hopes.  Ah!  whither  had  they  fled!  Under  former 

*  To  this  refolve  we  are  indebted  for  the  Medallion  of  Dr. 
Evans,  which  is  fixed  in  that  elegant  and  commodious  room 
of  the  Academy  called  Gifford’s  Mufeum.  The  tablet  of 
which  is  thus  infcribed  : 

CALEB  •  EVANS  •  D  •  D  • 

SOCIETATIS  •  BRISTOLIENSIS 
PARENS •  ET  *  AVCTOR 

NEC  •  NON  •  HVJVS  •  GYMNASII  •  DIV  •  PRASES 


VIRTVTIS  •  JEXIMIM  •  SVy£ 

RERVMQVE  -  ACADEMICARVM  •  FELICITER  *  AB  •  EO  •  GESTAE 

MEMORES 

FAVTORES  t  POSVERE 
OB.  IX  AVG.  M.DCC.XCI.  JET.  LIV. 

Over  the  door  of  the  Mufeum,  juft  within  as  you  enter,  isalfo 
a  Buff  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gifford,  who  caufed  this  part  of  the 
edifice  to  be  eredfed,  and  enriched  it  with  his  valuable  librarv. 
paintings,  medals,  and  other  curiofities — with  this  infcription; 

D’O-M’P-F-S’ 

IN  VSVM  JVVENTVT. 

GYMNASIOLI 
HVJVSMODI  BAPTIST.  I. 

MVNIFICENTIA  EDV.  TERRILL 
OLIM  INSTITVTI 
MVSEVM  HOC  D.  D.  D. 

A.  GIFFORD.  D.  D. 

AET.  LXXX.  AVG.  XXVIII, 

MDCCLXXX. 

HVG.  ET  CALEB  EVANS,  A.  M.  ET  JAC.  NEWTON.  GYMNASIARCHIS. 
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bereaving  difpenfations  in  the  church,  and  in  the  fe- 
minary,  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  this  prophetic 
motto,  Inf  end  of  thy  fathers  Jhall  be  thy  children.  And 
indeed  our  hope  then  reached  its  objeft,  and  attained 
fruition.  But  now  the  fathers  were  gone — gone  the 
way  of  all  the  earth,  and  the  children  alfo.  In  this 
diftrefs  we  looked  far  and  near — and  looked  in  vain. 
Our  heads  were  bound  round  with  weeping  willows, 
and  our  harps  lay  neglefted  on  the  ground :  but 

“  Wonders  of  Grace  to  God  belong:” 

His  own  arm  brought  falvation.  The  motto  of  our 
effay  received  a  new  illuftration.  Jehovah  fingled 
out  a  man  from  all  the  tribes,  whofe  parent,  the 
great  John  Ryland,  in  the  year  1744  was  one  of  us. 
Inftead  of  the  father  came  up  the  fon.  But,  to 
fpeak  in  allufion  to  Old  Teflament  accents,  the  young 
man  would  fain  have  hid  himfelf ;  then  the  people 
ran  and  fetched  him,  and  it  was  faid  with  peculiar 
joy  in  Ifrael,  See  ye  him  whom  the  Lord  hath 
chosen  ! 

The  dawn  now  fucceeded  the  darknefs.  Since  that 
time  two  annual  days  have  been  fpent  in  prayer,  in 
gratitude,  and  in  hope.  And  (hall  not  this,  the  third, 
be  confecrated  to  the  fame  employ  ?  Blefled  be  God, 
the  God  of  Zion,  that  the  conftituents  of  Broadmead 
Church,  and  the  members  of  the  Briftol  Education 
Society,  join  in  faying,  Our  eyes  behold  our  teachers ; 
and  for  both  of  them  our  hearty  prayers  fhall  afeend 

to 
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io  Goa,  that  they  may  have  body  enough,*  and  foul 
enough,  for  the  arduous  work  to  which  they  are  cal¬ 
led,  ana  find  it  crowned  with  univerfal  fuccefs.  In  thefe 
ludins  I  am  confident  every  heart  is  united;  for  while 
we  embalm  the  memory  of  our  departed  tutors,  with 
the  incenfe  of  praife;  on  the  high  altar  of  devotion 
we  ouer  the  uiCiiiice  of  prayer  for  their  fuccefiors— - 

We  bow  to  thofe  whofe  courfe  is  run, 

And  join  to  hail  each  riling  Sun. 

My  QCar  brethren,  the  pupils  of  the  academy,  can¬ 
not  expert  me  particularly  to  addrefs  them,  in  an 
Iiiftorical  Effay.  But  I  would  remind  them  of  the 
honor  which  I  truft  high  heaven  has  conferred  upon 
them,  in  counting  them  faithful,  and  putting  them 
into  the  miniftry.  I  he  work,  to  which  the  providence 
and  grace  of  God  direfts  your  views,  is  the  moft 
folemn — the  moil  important— the  moft  eventful  to 
yourfelves  and  others  for  ever,  that  can  pofiibly  em¬ 
ploy  any  intelligent  being  on  earth— 

“  ’Tis  what  might  fill  an  Angel's  heart, 

“  And  fill’d  a  Saviour’s  hands,” 

Doddridge. 

O!  that  you  may  be  enabled  fo  to  advance  in  this 
fervice,  with  a  Angle  eye  to  the  divine  honor,  as  not 

*  In  Auguft  1795,  when  the  fubftance  of  this  Eflay  was 
delivered,  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Hughes,  A.  M.  then  Dr.  Ryland’s 
affifiant  in  the  church,  and  in  the  academy,  enjoyed  but  poor 
health.  In  July  1796,  he  removed  to  Batterfea,  near  Lon¬ 
don,  where  it  feems  his  profpe&s  of  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs 
are  flattering. 
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to  count  your  lives  dear  to  you,  if  you  may  but  glo¬ 
rify  God,  and  finifh  your  courfe  with  joy. 

But  though  I  prefume  not  to  fuggeft  any  rules  of 
my  framing  for  your  direction,  I  freely  recommend  to 
your  attention,  and  befeech  you,  while  you  remain  in 
this  feminary,  to  read  again  and  again,  one  fhort 
piece  which  I  venture  to  fay  exceeds  all  praife — I 
mean  Dr.  Evans's  addrefs  to  his  fludents  If  this 
is  regarded  by  you,  my  dear  friends,  ferioufly  and 
confcientioufly  regarded,  any  one  without  enjoying  a 
prophetic  afflatus,  may  prognofticate  the  event— 
thofe  of  you  who  are  entering  on  an  academical  edu¬ 
cation,  and  thofe  of  you  who  are  foon  to  finiffl  it,  will 
beautifully  exemplify  the  promife  before  us— you  will 
be,  what  we  pray  God  every  one  of  you  may  be,  holy 
and  happy  yourfelves,  and,  in  addition  to  this  felicity, 
you  will  make  others,  many  others,  holy  and  happy  \ 
and  thus,  in  the  higheft  fenfe,  under  divine  influ¬ 
ence,  without  which  you  can  do  nothing,  you  will 

*It  would  now  be  a  crime  not  to  mention  with  Dr.  Evans’s 
addrefs  to  his  fludents,  a  fmall  companion  admirably  fuited  to 
the  pocket,  which  has  been  publifhed  by  Dr.  Ryland  (without 
his  name)  fince  the  anniverfary  of  1795,  confiding  of  extracts 

from  Mather’s  Manudu&io  ad  Minifterium - Brain erd’s 

Diary — Prefident  Edwards’s  Refolutions — and  Dr.  Owen  on 
Spiritual  Mindednefs.  It  is  entitled  Chrifiiana  Militia?  Via¬ 
ticum  ;  or,  A  Brief  Direflory  for  Evangelical  Minifers.  Price  is. 
or  is.  3d.  according  t0  the  binding.  I  fliould  be  glad  if  every 
Mimfler  of  the  Gofpel  in  England  and  in  America  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  this  work. 
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be  princes,  where-ever  the  providence  of  God  may 
direct  you,  in  all  the  earth. 

'  How  can  I  conclude  this  fervice,  though  already 
protracted  to  an  unufual  length,  without  addreffing 
the  Honored  Friends  of  the  Academy  in  general,  and 
of  the  Education  Society  in  particular. 

I  will  not  anticipate  the  pleafures  and  encomiums 
of  polterity,  when  they  {hall  contemplate  the  origin, 
and  review  the  progreffive  ftages  by  which  the  ma¬ 
turity  of  this  feminary  {hall  have  been  accelerated. 
But  it  may  pafs  for  an  affumption  that  the  next  ages 
will  look  back  on  this,  as  we  review  the  part.  At 
that  time  your  names,  my  brethren,  will  be  recounted 
with  a  gratitude,  joy  and  reverence,  like  that  we  feel 
at  the  mention  of  Terrill,  of  Foskett,  of  the 
Evanses,  and  of  Newton. 

But  while  we  recoiled,  with  every  honorable  fen- 
timent,  the  hiltory  of  our  fathers  who  have  lived,  and 
taught,  and  died;  let  us  rejoice  and  with  all  our 
powers  blels  the  Lord,  that  their  fons,  as  heirs  of 
their  talents  and  virtues,  have  arifen  in  their  room. 
The  humble  villages,  the  commercial  towns,  the  po¬ 
pulous  cities,  have  heard  their  voice,  embraced  their 
meffage,  adored  their  mailer,  imbibed  his  fpirit, 
copied  his  example,  and  are  now  many  of  them  be¬ 
yond  all  forrow,  beyond  all  fin,  calling  their  crowns 
at  the  Saviour’s  feet,  and,  in  all  the  variety  of  fong, 
exulting,  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlaiu.  And 
while  this  Academy  may  humbly  boaft  of  her  fons  in 
Europe  and  America,  who  have  {hewn  unto  millions 
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the  way  of  falvation  ;  let  us,  this  moment,  anticipate 
the  period,  when  the  Alumni  of  our  inftitution  fhall 
have  made  fruitful,  not  only  wicked,  warring  Europe, 
and  alfo  the  American  States  to  the  utmoft  bounds  of 
the  weftern  world  ;  but  when,  through  their  inftru- 
mentality,  and  that  of  other  good  men  and  Gofpel 
miflionaries,  ali  Afia,  and  Afric’s  fons  fhall  be  con¬ 
verted  to  humapty  and  to  Christ — then  hi  all  the 
motto  of  our  effay,  which  is  now  feen  only  in  the  back 
ground  and  (hades  of  prophecy,  be  read  in  a  long- 
length  hiftoric  pitfture  ,  and  the  fathers,  the  patrons, 
and  the  fons  of  the  inftitution  meet,  and  enjoy  a 
rapturous  anniverfary  which  fhall  never  break  up. 
In  that  perfectly  holy,  happy  fociety,  may  wre  all 
meet !  Amen  and  Amen. 


A  Copy  of  the  Table  of  BENEFACTORS,  in  the  Museum. 
belonging  to  the  Briftol  Education  Society. 


1770  Tj'REDERICK  BULL,  Efq.  London, 

JL  5/.  5/.  annually 
Thomas  Sparry,  Senr.  Upton 
Rebeckah  Lippincott,  Wellington 
Robert  Houlton,  Efq.  Grittleton,  5/.  5  s. 
Jofeph  Tomkins,  Efq.  Abingdon,  5/.  5^. 
William  Tomkins,  Efq.  ditto,  5/. 

Jofeph  Butler,  Efq.  ditto,  5/.  5/. 

John  Bull,  Efq.  Briftol,  2/.  2 
Francis  Bull,  Efq.  ditto,  2/.  2 s.  f 

John  Collett,  ditto,  .10/.  ior. 

John  Stock,  ditto,  5 /.  5 j* 

Thomas  Bunn,  Frome,* 

William  Steele,  Efq.  Broughton,  2/.  2 s. 
Baptift  Church,  Lymington, 

Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  M.  A.*  r  Tutors  to  \ 
Rev.  Caleb  Evans,  M.  A.#  -J  the  Infti-  >- 

v  tution  ) 


Rev.  James  Newton,  M.  A.* 


*  Thofe  marked  thus  (*)  fubfcribed  annually  il.  is.  The  fums  dire&ly 
after  the  names  were  aifo  annual  fubfcriptions  j  the  largor  fums  were 
original  benefadtions. 
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csr*  z* 


1772  John  Houlton,  Efq.  Seagry,  5/.  $s. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dunfcombe,  Coate* 

1774  Ann  Call  well,  Chelham 
Sufannah  Call  well,  ditto  10/.  ioj. 

Thomas  Llewelyn,  Efq.  L.  L.  D.  London 
Stephen  Williams,  ditto 
Rev.  Samuel  Stermett,  D.  D.  ditto* 

1775  Ebenezer  Hollick,  Efq.  Witfer,  2/.  2 s. 
Elizabeth  Durban,  Bridol 

1777  Abraham  Elton,  Efq.  ditto 
John  Crammont,  Leicelter,  (a  Legacy) 

1778  Rev.  Ifaap  Woodman,  Sutton,  (a  Legacy) 

1779  John  Holmes,  Efq.  Exon 

1780  Rev.  Andrew  GifFord,  D.  D.  London 
John  and  William  Parfons,  Efq.  Chiceih 

1781  Gfeorge*Wilkinfon,  London 

1782  William  Deane,  Plymouth,  (a  Legacy) 

John  R-eynolds,  Barbican,  2/.  2 s. 

1783  Rev.  Andrew  Bennett,  Barbadoes 

1784  Diana  Munt,  Tiverton,  (a  Legacy) 

James  Hewardine,  Arnlby,  (a  Legacy) 

Heller  Bull,  Bridol* 

Thomas  Llewelyn,  Efq.  L.  L.  D.  London,  x 
(a  Legacy)  confiding  of  his  Library,  > 
which  cod  more  than  ' 

Rev.  Andrew  Gilford,  D.  D,  London, 

(a  Legacy)  confiding  of  his  Library, 
Pictures,  Coins,  &c.  edimated  at  ) 

Frederick  Bull,  Efq.  the  Reverfionary  Be-1 
qued  of  J 

1 785  John  Thornton,  Efq.  Clapham 
John  Andie,  Efq.  Devizes 

1787  John  Davis,  Caine,  a  Reverfionary  Legacy  of 

1789  john  Cook,  Bridol,  (a  Legacy) 

1790  Rev,  James  Newton,  M.  A.  ditto  (a  Legacy) 

1791  William  Thomas,  Hitchin,  (a  Legacy) 

John  Edmunds,  Fairford,  a  Reverfionary  \ 

Legacy  of  200I.  3  per  Cent.  Confols  >- 

— Stock  ) 

1792  Ann  Moore,  Bridol 

Rev.  John  Poynting,  Worceder,  (a  Legacy) 

1793  Rev.  Abraham  Booth,  London 

1794  Mrs.  Simpkin,  Balby  - 

£795  Rev.  Peter  Reece.,  Warwick,  (a  Legacy) 
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THE 

COMMENCEMENT 

% 

AT 

RHODE-ISLAND  COLLEGE * 


PROVIDENCE,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1 796. 

ON  Wednefday  lad  was  celebrated  the  anniverfary  Com¬ 
mencement  of  Rhode-Iiland  College.  The  procelhonal  train 
was  formed  as  ufual,  and  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  proceeded  to 
the  Baptid  meeting-horde.  The  exercifes  of  the  day  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  prayer,  delivered  by  Prefident  Maxcy. 

The  Performances  of  the  Forenoon  were, 

?  1  •  An  oration  on  the  drama,  with  the  falutatory  addrefies— 
oy  Benjamin  B.  Simmons. 

2.  An  intermediate  oration,  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
luxuries— by  Abraham  Blanding. 

3.  An  intermediate  oration,  on  the  importance  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  civil  rights— by  Nathan  Whiting. 

Mu s  ic. 

4*  Difpute,  on  the  policy  of  edabiilhing  a  uniform  fvdem 
of  education  throughout  the  United  States— between  Horace 
Senter,  Jofeph  Holmes,  and  Afa  Kimball. 

5*  ora-Con,  againd  religious  edablifhments — by  John. 
Jriolmes. 

,  6-  An  oration,  on  the  manifeftation  of  Deitv  in  his  works _ 

by  John  M.  Roberts. 

Musi  c. 


™  Agronomy  burlefqued;  a  conference— between  Abraham 
Blanding  and  Nathan  Whiting. 

8  An  oration,  on  the  neceffity  of  fubj.e£ling  the  paffions  to 
reafon— by  Daniel  Crane.  , 

9*  bjtermediate  oration,  on  attachment  to  particular  fyf- 
tems  of  religious  opinions— by  Afa  Aldis.  ' 

The  degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  young  gentlemen.  Alumni  of  this  College  :  Afa  Aldis 
Abraham  Blanding,  Bezer  Bryant,  Triftam  Burges,  Olivet 

h°bb’  ,  nf'  T9.raf>  J°hn  Holmes,  Jofeph  Holmes,  Philip 
Hayward,  Ala  Kimball,  David  King,  John  M.  Roberts,  Horace 

mter,  Benjamin  B.  Synons,  Benjamin  Shurtleff,  Ignatius  Tom- 
ion,  and  Nathan  Whiting. 


*  If  there  are  any  perfons  fo  uninflrudled  as  tn  think  that  Rhodc-Ilhnd 
ollepe  is  a  feminaiy,  in  which  are  educated,  only  younp  nerfons  whole 
views  are  d.refled  to  the  Chriltian  Miniftry,  they  ftould  be  informed  th  ! 

70  or  80  ftudents,  together  at  the  fame  time  thf-r  r  ,  % 

vtry  few  of  them  who  aie  devoted  to  that  fact edfervke.  'Tmrof  ' 
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The  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  the  follow" 
mg  gentlemen.  Alumni  of  this  College  :  Jones  Godfrey,  Gilbert 
Dench,  Thomas  L.  Halfey,  William  King,  Eli  Smith,  Lemuel 
Wadi  worth,  Ifaiah  Weflon,  and  Abraham  Cummings. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  the 
following  gentlemen  :  Rev.  Lawrence  Butterworth,  Rev.  James 
Bicheno,  and  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller,*  of  Great-Britain ;  and  on 
Roller  Swift,  Efq.  of  Taunton,  Maflachufetts. 

Afternoon. 

Music. 

1.  An  intermediate  oration,  on  individual  and  national 
greatnefs — by  Philip  Hayward. 

2.  ill  Difpute,  on  this  queilion ;  Whether  Chriilianity  has 
augmented  the  temporal  happinefs  of  man? — between  Benjamin 
ShurtlefF,  Oliver  Cobb,  and  Bezer  Bryant. 

3.  A  dialogue — between  David  King,  John  M.  Roberts,  and 
John  Holmes. 

Music. 

4.  A  diifertation,  in  favour  of  female  education — by  David 
King. 

5.  An  oration,  “  pleading  the  caufe  of  man,”  together  with 
the  valediftory  addreifes — by  Triilam  Burges. 

An  addrefs  was  then  delivered  to  the  graduates,  by  the  Pre- 
fident. 

The  day  was  clofed  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  on  the  8thinftant, 
]ohn  Brown,  Efq.  reiigned  the  office  of  Treafurer  to  the  Col¬ 
lege,  the  duties  of  which,  during  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
he  had  uniformly  difcharged  with  reputation  to  himfelf,  and 
advantage  to  the  feminary  ;  for  -which  the  Corporation  voted 
him  their  acknowledgments,  and  unanimouily  eledled  Mr.  Ni¬ 
cholas  Brown  his  fucceifor  in  that  office. 

*  At  the  anniverfary  of  the  Commencement  in  the  College  of  New 
jcrfey,  held  September  2?,  (a  few  days  after  that  at  Providence)  the  degree 
of  Do<flor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Great 
Britain,  and  on  the  Rev.  Thomas  Reed,  of  the  State  of  Delaware.  The 
degree  of  Do61or  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  the  Hon.  William  Smith, 
Member  of  Congrefs  for  South  Carolina,  and  on  the  Hon.  Fifher  Ames^ 
Member  of  Congrefs  for  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  Editor, 

) 


♦ 


/ 


(  459  ) 


* 


/]  Sketch  of  the  Min'jterial  Labours  oj  the  Rev.Mcffrs. 

‘  Saffery,  of  Salisbury,  and  Steadman ,  of  Brough¬ 
ton,  as  Itinerant  Minifters  in  Cornwall,  with  Remarks 
on  Village  Preaching. 

i 

. Broughton ,  Hants ,  Feb .  2 o,  179/* 
Hear  Brother  Rippon , 

IN  compliance  with  your  wifh,  I  fend  you  the  follow- 
in cr  account  of  the  Itineration  of  Brother  Saffery  and 
my  felly  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  laft  July  and  Auguil; 
performed  at  the  requeft  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society  ;  and  fhall  add  to  it  fu<5h  obfervations  relative 
to  the  fubject  of  Itinerant  Preaching,  as  may  occur  to  me, 
and  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  admit. 

We  fet  out  from  Salifbury  on  Tuefday,  the  25th  of 
June  laft,  and  after  flopping  fome  time  at  Wellington  and 
Exeter,  fpent  the  next  Lord’s-day  at  Plymouth  and  Cock., 
and  alio  Monday  and  Tuefday  in  that  neighbourhood, 
preaching  at  Caw  land,  Saltafh,  and  Botus  Flemming. 

On  Wednefday  we  more  profeffedly  entered  upon  our 
work,  by  preaching  at  a  village  of  the  name  of  Landrake. 
From  thence  we  took  our  tour  down  the  fouthern  coaft, 
quite  to  the  Land’s-end,  preaching  in  all  the  towns,  and 
moft  of  the  large  villages  in  our  way  ;  and,  returning  up 
the  northern  fide  of  the  county,  reached  Launcefton,  the 
county  town,  about  that  day  month.  I  rom  thence  we 
made  a  fecond  tour,  nearly  in  the  former  direction,  and 
v iiiting  thofe  places  we  had  before  paffed  by,  ana  repeating 
our  v lilts  to  the  places  we  had  been  at  before,  finifhed 
our  excur  fion  on  Wednefday  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  having 
peen  in  the  county  juft  eight  weeks. 

We  preached  in  all  the  towns,  except  one  towards  the 
north  eaft,  (and  that  was  omitted  through  brother  Saf- 
ferv’s  illnefs),  and  in  moft  of  the  villages  of  any  con- 
fiderable  ftze.  Each  of  us  preached  three  times  on  Ford  s« 
days,  except  in  two  inftances,  and  on  one  brother  Saffery 
preached  four  times  ;  and  were  not  above  feven  or  eight 
week-evenings  in  the  whole  eight  weeks  without  preach-  1 
ing.  We  found  the  inhabitants  in  general  civil,  friendly, 
intelligent,  and  much  inclined  to  hear  the  word  :  a  de¬ 
fer  iption  very  different  from  the  reports  of  them  preva¬ 
lent  to  the  eaftward.  In  towns  where  there  were  Dif- 

1  i  3  fenting 
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Where  S i"S'houfes  we  generally  occupied  them.-,. 
Tn  „  u  n  -fp  i10'16’  we  aPp!ied  to  the  Mayor  for  the 
T  r  n"  la  Market-room,  and  frequently  obtained  it 

J  l  fomer  neighbourhoods,  the  Methodifts  lent  us  them 
p  aces  of  worlh,p ,  in  others  we  ufed  private  houfes  ;  and 

“  the  ?pen  ftreet-  But  whether  in  meet- 

oufes,  or  in  town-halls,  in  private  houfes,  or  in  the 

open  air,  we  were,  as  far  as  we  know,  entirely  free  from 

the7  to'wns  TrTi0n  Tr£h  mentioning-  In  feveral  of 
rhe  towns,  and  in  feme  places  amongft  the  tin  mines,  we 

had  from  500  to  1000  hearers.  The  tinners  we  found 

fentedVerwferent  r°^  ^  ^  generall7  reP^ 

tented.  VV»  are  perfuaded  they  are  as  civil  and  intelli- 

a  racf  °‘'  as  can  be  any  where  found  amongft 
"e  labouring  dalles  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  They 

are  greatly  inclined  to  hear  the  word  ;  and  when  under 
tt,  may  be  eafily  diftinguilhed  by  their  fteady,  eager  atten¬ 
tion.  r  or  our  own  parts,  we  can  truly  fay,  we  do°not  wifli 
for  a  higher  gratification  than  to  afeend  a  delk,  a  table,  or 
a  horfe-block,  either  in  the  ftreet  or  in  the  field,  on  a  fine 

u miner  s  evening,  furrounded  by  600  or  700  or  1000  Cor-  - 
•Him  miners. 


ith  refpect  to  our  fuccefies,  we  can  only  fay,  that  in 
general  we  were  heard  with  very  great  attention  and  fe- 
riounefs;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  the 
word  made  great  impreffions  upon  many.  But  the  nature 
and  continuance  of  luch  impreflions,  we  had  feldom  an 
oppoitunity  of  knowing.  Three  or  four  inffances,  how- 
ever,  or  peifons  being  awakened  under  our  miniftry,  came 
to  light.  One  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Truro,  and  two 
or  three  near  Penzance  ;  and  we  have  reafon  to  conclude, 
jrom  repeated  acknowledgments,  that  our  labours  were 
bieixed  to  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  feveral  before 
called  by  grace,  particularly  at  Truro  and  Pen  zance. 

It  muft  now  be  left  with  others  to  determine,)  what  en¬ 
couragement  to  perfevere  in  fimilar  attempts  our  expert 
ment  affords.  XVe  can  only  fay,  that  we  complied  with 
what  we  were  fatisfied  was  the  call  of  God,  in'enga.aino; 
in  it ;  were  conffantly  preferved,  and  comfortably^  af~ 
lifted  in  the  labours  and  fatigues  of  it ;  our  churches  re¬ 
ceived  no  injury,  by  our  abfence ;  and  we  have  ever 

iince  felt  an  unfhaken  convidtion,  that  we  did  rio-ht  in 
going.  b 

I  ought  however  to  obferve,  that  our  expedition  into 
onG  county  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  certain 

fpecimen 
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fpecimen  of  what  may  be  expected  from  fimilar  attempts 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Cornwall,  taae 
it  upon'  the  whole,  is  more  populous  than  molt  others, 
except  thofe  containing  large  cities,  or  exteniive  maim- 
fa&ories  :  and  the  inhabitants,  as  to  the  main  bulk:  oi 
them,  being  either  miners  or  fnhermen,  are  more  in  a 
flats  of  independence,  and  iefs  fubjedf  to  the  influence  of 
fuperiors,  who  may  be  hoftile  to  itinerant  preaching,  than 
thofe  counties  which  depend  v/hoily  upon  agncukuie. 
To  which  I  mig  t  add,  that  the  labours  and  fucceiies  of 
the  Methodifts  have  largely  contributed  to  civilize  wne 
inhabitants  in  general,  and  to  bring  them  into  tne  habits 
of  hearing  the  word.  I  mention  this  nor  only  as  n^rnay 
ferve  to  enable  you  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of  our 
itineration ;  but  alfo,  to  ailign  the  caufe  of  a  regiet 
which  I  have  ever  fmce  felt,  that  the  Difienters  have 
paid  fo  little  attention  to  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
thereby  loft  fo  very  favourable  an  opportunity  of  fervmg 

the  caufe  of  religion.  ‘ 

Mr.  Wefiey,  however,  and  his  followers,  have  availed 

themfelves  of  thofe  advantages  ;  and  have  laboured  with 
great  perfeverance  and  fuccefs ;  they  have,  doubtlefs, 
proved  a  very  great  bleiling  to  the  county,  and  let  an 
example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  the  friends  of  reli¬ 
gion,  however  different  from  them  their  religious^  opi¬ 
nions  may  in  fome  points  be.  ft  he  W edeian  Societies 
are  numerous,  and  fome  of  them  very  large ;  and.  though 
probably  there  are  to  be  met  with  individuals  whole 
tempers,  as  well  as  opinions  we  could  not  approve  or, 
yet  there  are  numbers  whofe  candour  and  liberality  do 
them  great  honour.  Had  the  Difienters  made  fimilar 
exertions,  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fimilar  fucceffes  :  and  even  now,  fufticient 
fcope  remains  for  their  exertions  there;  perhaps  not  fo 
much  in  itinerant  preaching,  as  in  attempting  fome  what 
more  permanent,  by  encouraging  fome  able  and  zealous 
minifters  to  go  down  and  fettle  there,  and  afFor.  ing  them 
pecuniary  aid,  till  congregations  could  be  railed  adequate 
to  their  fupport ;  which  it  is  probable  would  require  no 
great  length  of  time  to  effect. 

But  I  qo  not  intend  by  this  to  infinuate,  that  itinerant 
preaching  is  not  to  be  encouraged  in  this  or  in  other  coun¬ 
ties  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  my  moft  hearty  concurrence. 
The  obligations  of  real  Chriftians  to  labour  to  the  ut- 
moft,  to  bring  others  acquainted  with  the  gofpel,  appear 
to  me  fo  numerous,  fo  powerful,  and  fo  obvious,  that 

1  i  4  I  feel 
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£S,'  S'feT8  %  Bap'ife’ and  Mh'r 

it*  NornnI,  ./°  few  effoits  to  accomplilh 

doinrr  it  ,wA'  CC;V-  °f  ^  more  effea“al  ™a“S  of 
either  bv  ft-.n  h  °r  It!nerant  preaching,  carried  on, 
'  er  b>  Itated  mimfters,  v/ho  may  pretty  frequently 

make  excurfions  in  villages  am„„/ tL  Y  q  y 

timeQ  tlt„  villages  around  tnem;  or,  at  other 

pines,  take  a  more  extenfive  circle,  and  leave  their  own 

widlmn-H  ChaT-f°r  a  feaf°n  (which  ma/  often  be  done 

without  any  real  injury  to  it);  or  elfe,  by  thofe  who  en¬ 
tirely  devote  themfelves  to  it.  Perhaps  there  are  perfons 

par*CTaEhntr!!nf/r;i!0a  f°f  th!?remark’  1  wou,d  beg  leave  to  recommend  a 

and  Mr.  Pearce’s'  fermoT'  at  • the  ."!?  of  Dr'  Rylalld 

fold  bv  Mr  p  ft  t  "  V  ^wr*  Belcher  s  ordination,  juft  publifhed,  and 

in  the  yRegiflcr  ’’  ^  5  Whkh  ‘  WouId  be  Slad  il  “u!d  inlert 

fully  admuted— ^‘rans'f1,6  of  Mr’Steadman> the  ex‘raa  is  m°a  cbeer- 

rel‘rn°’JLyZU  hwe  the  h“rt*  °f  Chr!ft!“s  or  of  men  in  you,  let  them 

but  a  Pen  hetv/4°c  .p00r’j1fn0)ant>  ung‘,dly  neighbors.  Alas!  there  is 
, ;  '  ;  a  f1  ' lem  and  t.eath  and  hei  1,  and  if  they  die  unregenerate, 

fucha  cJ,  n  -  Cr,r;  H\Ve,y0U  hearts  of  rock>  ‘bat  cannot  pity  men  in 
ftnners'  ' h  ^ '  :g°U  belleve  not  ‘be  word  of  God,  and  the  danger  of 
von' Tn’fThn.-ateyOU  C  ‘f,ftians  yourftlves  ?  If  you  do  believe  it,  why  do 
damned  f  T  ,*°  tbe  heiPing  °<  others?  Do  you  not  cafe  who  is 
w"  f  r  .,f  fo'  ^  have  as  “uch  caufe  to  pity  your- 

r  .  l£  !s  a  ;rame  or  fPlnt  utterly  inconfiflent  with  grace.  But  hath 

npicrl-b  Tv  mcic^  on  ^0U’  and  Wib  you  have  no  mercy  on  your  poor 
-  Jf  1  '°rs  n  ^  0U  nee.d  not  8°  far  to  fiud  objedis  for  your  pity  :  Look  but 
fn!7°Hftree  S’  °r  mt°  the  liexth°ufe  to  you,  and  you  will  probably  find 
!  ,  f*V,e  y°u  nfver  an  ignorant,  an  unregenerate  neighbor,  that  fets 

hn  neart  below  and  neglc&eth  eternity  ?  O  what  bleffed  place  do  you  live 
an  where  there  ts  none  fuch  1  If  there  be  not  feme  of  them  in  thine  own 
;!ly’  ,It  ls  well;  and  yet  arc  thou  filent?  Doll  thou  live  clofc  by  them  or 
labor  with  them,  or  travel  with  them,  or  fit  dill  and  talk  with  them,  and 
fay  nothing  to  them  of  their  fouls,  or  the  life  to  come?  If  their  homes 
were  on  ire  thou  wouldefl  run  and  help  them ;  ana  wilt  thou  not  hHp 
them  when  their  fouls  are  almoft  at  the  fire  of  hell  ?  If  thou  kneweft  but  a 
remedy  lor  their  bodily  difeafes  thou  would’it  tell  it  them,  or  elfe  thou 
would  ft  judge  thyfelf  guilty  of  their  death;  — what  fhall  we  fay  then  of 
them  who  know  of  the  remedy  for  curing  fouls,  and  do  not  reveal  it  and 
per  ^uacie  men  to  make  uie  of  it  !  Is  it  not  hypocrify,  to  pray  daily  for  their 
converfion  and  falvation,  and  never  once  endeavour  to  procure  it  ?  a  ias  j 
that  your  prayers  and  your  practice  fhould  fo  much  difagree !  How' forward 
°  P/P°ci  ite  5  in  their  facrifice,  and  how  backward  to  flow  mercy!  how 
oi ward  to  cenfure  minifters  for  negledling  their  duties;  yea,  to  evoeeft 
more  from  one  minifter  than  ten  can  perform  ;  and  yet  they  make  no  con- 

lcience  of  negle&mg  their  own;  as  if  other  men  were  to  work  and  they 
only  to  fit  by  and  judge  !  ;  Cy 

hook  Chrilhans.  with  an  eye  of  compaftion,  on  the  ignorant,  uno-odlv 
mners  about  you  :  be  not  like  the  prieft  and  levite,  that  faw  the’man 
wounded,  and  palled  by.  God  did  not  fo  pafs  by  you  when  it  was  y0i,r 

Satan?  fpc  r}f rC  -the  .l°uls  °f  y0ur  ndShbors  ^Uen  into  the  hands  of 

•  ,!?  not  their  m;fer7  cry  out  to  you.  Help  !  Help  !  As  you  have 

any  compaftion  towards  men  in  the  greateft  mifery,  Help!  As  you  have 
me  nearts  of  men,  and  not  of  tigers  in  you,  Help!” 

Saint's  Rest,  Part  III.  Chap.  xiv.  §  i. 

to 
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to  be  found  whofe  talents  and  inclinations  may  better  fit 
them  for  itinerants,  than  for  fettled  pallors  :  thefe  may 
wholly  devote  thenifelves  to  it.  Gifted  bietheren,  vviio 
may  not  be  competent  to  the  conilant  dilchaige  of  th^ 
minifterial  office,  either  itinerant  or  ilationary,  may*  do 
much  in  a  lefs  extenfive  circle,  and  in  an  occafional  way. 
And  moil  churches  would  probably  Ipare  their  pallors  for 
a  month  or  two  in  a  year.  Supplies  would  be  procured 
for  part  of  the  time ;  and  for  the  remainder,  they  mi  got 
engage  in  religious  exercifes  amongft  thenifelves  without 
a  minifter.  This  would  be  doubtlefs  making  a  facrifice 
of  their  privileges  for  a  time  ;  but  then  they  ought  to  re¬ 
collect,  that  he,  for  whofe  fake  they  make  it,  has  not 
only  made  a  greater  facrifice  for  them,  but  promifed 
amply  to  recompenfe  them  for  all  their  labours  or  love  to 
him  and  his  caufe. 

Of  the  necefiity  of  fuch  exertions,  within  the  bounds 
of  this  kingdom,  little  doubt  can  be  entertained.  Not 
to  confine  Chriftianity  to  the  denomination  to  which  we 
belong,  or  to  any  one  denomination,  which  would  be 
illiberal  and  criminal ;  yet  who  is  there  that  knows  any 
thing  of  Chriflianity  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Hate  of 
the  inhabitants  of  many  villages  and  towns,  yea  even 
counties,  on  the  other  ;  who  is  not  fully  convinced  that 
the  number  of  real  Chriflians  is  exceeding  fmall  ?  What 
tribes  of  inhabitants  people  the  forefl  of  Dean,  in  Glou- 
ceflerfhire,  and  the  extenfive  collieries  in  Shropfliire 
and  Staffordfhire  ?  And  yet  how  very  few  can  it  be  hoped 
are  truly  religious  ?  in  what  a  deplorable  date  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  prophanenefs  is  Herefordfhire,  my  native 
county!  Though  it  be  neither  the  fmallefl,  nor  the  lead 
populous,  yet  i  doubt  whether  300  fouls,  favingly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  way  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrill,  can 
be  found  in  it.  Whild  it  is  readily  allowed,  that  the 
millions  of  heathens  abroad  call  loudly  for  our  help  ;  do 
not  the  hundreds  and  thoufands  of  little  better  than  hea¬ 
thens  at  home,  call  for  our  pity  too  ? 

It  is  true,  from  the  general  charadler  of  colliers,  and 
other  confiderations,  great  oppofition  may  at  firfl  be  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  and  from  the  peculiar  circumdances  of  the 
county  i  juft  now  mentioned,  great  difficulties  would 
occur.  But  the  experience  of  the  Methodifls  (patterns 

*  A  young  maw  at  Southampton,  joined  to  the  Bap  till  Church  in  that 
town,  has  laboured  in  fuch  a  way  for  feveral  months.  Of  the  fruits  of  his 
labours,  eight  have  already  joined  the  church,  and  many  more  appear  to 
£e  favingly  wrought  upon. 


Ill 


* 
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ill  tills  refpect  worthy  of  imitation)  has  proved,  that  fuch 

4  defcnption  of  men  fooner  yield  to  exertions,  than  thofc 

o,  a  more  civilized  call.  And,  from  the  few  expert 

mcnts  I  myfelf  made,  when  in  Herefordlhire,  laft  Iprine 

tor  “  y  convinced,  that  proper  attempts  there  are  not 
lo  be  comidered  as  hopelefs, 

bv^iH  who’,  U  13  tr-Ue,rmuft  be  Cndured’  and  hazards  run 
by  all  who  engage  in  fuch  attempts.  But  every  Chriftian 

and  more  efpec.ally  every  minifter,  ftouid  know,  that 

whofoever  will  be  Chnft's  difciple  mull  deny  himfe'f 

lit  life  “J.o  WeW  f0"°“’ 

nnA(v|tS  °‘rthiS  ,Con  re?uire  expenfe,  efpecially  where 
o  Chrilhan_  friend  can  be  expected  to  entertain  fuch 

nerants.  But  were  the  bufinefs  heartily  entered  into 
rom  the  well  known  liberality  of  pious  and  charitabh 
gentlemen  in  London  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom 
even  upon  lefs  important  occaftons,  little  fear  of  a  want 
Oi  relources  or  this  kind  can  be  entertained. 

.  £lves  dear  fir,  very  fenfib ie  pieafure  to  learn, 
4nat  our  brethren  m  the  metropolis  have  taken  up  the 
bufinefs  with  fpirit  and  refolution.  May  God  crown 
tneir  laudable  efforts  with  fuccefs  !  !  and,  whilft  they 
are  now  forwarding  it  with  their  property,  and  others, 
we  trull,  will  be  loon  with  their  labours,  may  you  and 
i,  may  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  inw 
mortal  fouls  of  men,  conftantly  help  with  our  prayers  ! 

J  s.jt  attempt  in  forne  refpe&s  new,  would  it  be 

amifs,  fir,  if  the  friends  of  it  were  to  fet  apart  fome  par¬ 
ticular  feafons  of  folemn  prayer  for  a  bleffmg  upon  it  ? 
Would  it  not  be  pra&i cable  to  confecrate  one  hour  in  a 
week  to  that  particular  purpofe  ?  May  not  an  explicit 
agieement  oe  entered  into  by  them,  to  engage  in  fuch 
folemn  employ  at  the  fame  time,  either  focially,  with  as 
many  as  may  conveniently  meet  together  ;  or  with  their 
famines,  1!  practicable  ;  or  elfe  in  their  clofets  ?  Some¬ 
thing  of  this  kind  has  been  attempted  in  fome  religious 
connexions,  and  carried  on  with  pieafure,  and  attended 
with  a  blelfing.  Would  it  be  improper,  fir,  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  that  kind,  at  one  of  the  meetings  of 
th^ friends  and  fupporters  of  this  undertaking  ?  Earneltly 
v»  hiring  and  praying  that  a  bleiling  may  attend  this,  and 
every  other  effort,  for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  the  world, 

I  remain,  dear  fir, 

our  fmcere,  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

W.  Steadman, 
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ADDRESS 

TO  THE  FRIENDS  OF  EVANGELICAL  TRUTH  IN  GENERALj 

AND 

TO  THE  CALVINISTIC  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 
IN  PARTICULAR, 

IX  is  very  affedting  to  think,  that,  in  this  country,  though 
highly  favoured  with  civil  and  religious  privileges,  the 
inhabitants  of  many  villages  are  deftitute  of  an  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Miniftry  :  becaufe  it  is  apparent,  from  Holy  Scripture, 
that  the  gofpel  of  falvation  by  grace  is  of  the  higheft  import¬ 
ance,  to  enlighten  the  minds  and  relieve  the  conferences, 
to  fandlify  the  hearts  and  reform  the  lives,  of  the  ungodly 
and  the  profligate. 

This  gofpel,  though  contained  in  the  Bible,  and  though 
that  beft  of  books  lie  open  to  every  one  who  can  read  his 
own  language  ;  muff,  according  to  the  appointment  of 
Heaven,  be  exhibited  in  a  public  miniftry.  Preaching  the 
gofpel,  or  publifhing  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  God ;  and  the  grand  mean  of  converting  Tinners, 
in  order  to  their  prefent  peace,  their  greater  ufefulnefs,  and 
their  final  happinefs.  Preach  the  gojpel  to  every  creature , 
was  the  high  command  of  our  fovereign  Lord,  to  his  dii - 
ciples,  juft  before  he  afcended  the  throne  of  univerfal  do¬ 
minion.  This  divine  order  is  yet  in  force ;  and  its  obli¬ 
gation  extends  to  all  that  are  invefted  with  the  minifterial 
charadfer.  Nor  ought  private  Chriftians  to  conuder  them- 
fe’lves  as  unconcerned  in  the  execution  of  an  order  fa 
authoritative,  and  fo  beneficent.  For,  without  their  co¬ 
operation,  by  affording  pecuniary  affxftance,  the  minifters 
of  Chrift  are  not  able  to  make  thofe  exertions,  which,  in 
the  common  courfe  of  providence,  are  neceffary  to  the 
diffufion  of  fpiritual  knowledge,  by  itinerant  preaching,  in 
the  darker  parts  of  any  country.  Thus  private  brethren 
become  fellow-helpers  to  the  truthy  and  to  the  public  mi- 
jiifters  of  it, 


It 
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i_s  with  peculiar  pleafure  that  we  contemplate  the  re- 

ss.;'  s?  °5>y 


lc 

cent 

tiona  Brethren  for  the  fpread  of  the  |ofpel  in  this  1-fnd 

j^r7'r  3fe  U^^ung.  A  defign  fo  important,  and  a  con- 
t,  10  laudable,  that  we  cannot  but  earneftly  recommend 

as  WGI tW  to .  be  adopted  by  all  thofe  pallors  and 
churches,  in  the  different  counties,  who  love  the  do&rines 

ox  divine  grace ;  and,  especially,  to  thofe  of  our  own  de¬ 
nomination. 

As  privace  biethren,  though  not  endued  with  abilities 
lor  the  public  miniffry,  may  neverthelefs  poflefs  a  well*, 
informed  underftanding,  a  gift  for  prayer,  a  talent  for 
Cc  i  ying  conversation,  and  be  confpicuous  in  the  churches 
to  wuch  they  belong,  for  fteady  piety,  for  benevolence, 
ana  for  a  well-regulated  zeal;  fo  it  is  very  defirable  that 
tuch  characters  were  felecled  and  encouraged,  by  thofe 
churches  of  which  they  are  members,  to  uie  their  pious 
endeavours  in  adjacent  villages.  By  benevolent,  prudent, 
2  n. .  gradual  ^  efforts,  one  or  another,  in  each  circumjacent 
village,  mi gnt  admit  a  few  neighbours  into  his  houfe,  to 
near  a  perion  of  the  preceding  defcription  read  the  fcrip- 
tures,  converfe  on  facred  fubjects,  and  pray;  whether  on 
.  OIp  s-cays,  or  at  other  times,  as  opportunity  prefented. 

Y  ^uch  means  the  caule  of  0  hr  iff  might  be  greatly  pro¬ 
moted  .  for  experience  and  obfervation  unite  in  atteftino;, 
tnat  a  fimilar  line  of  conduct  has  been  owned  of  God,  to 
the  fpiritual  benefit  of  many. 

^  hough  real  Chriffians  ought  always  to  confider  tnem- 
fLlves  as  lying  under  indifpenfable  obligations,  to  ufe  every 
fcriptural  mean  in  their  power,  to  diffufe  the  favour  of  the 
knowledge  of  ChriJI  in  the  leveral  countries  where  they 
leiide;  yet,  the  varying  afpect  of  .Divine  Providence  may 
moie  loudly  call  for  exertions  of  this  kind,  at  one  time, 
tnan  at  another.  Such  is  the  prefent  feafon.  For  who, 
that  ferioufly  reflects  on  thofe  fcenes  of  diltrefs  which  are 
in  the  world,  but  muff  exclaim  ?  Behold  the  works  of  the 
Lord!  JVhat  deflations  he  hath  made  in  the  earth  !  God, 
in  the  language  of  prophecy,  is  manifeftly  come  out  of  his 
place ,  to  punijh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their  iniqui¬ 
ties^  and  to  foake  the  earth  with  terror.  The  great  and 
alarming  events,  which  have  recently  taken  place,  are 
pregnant  with  new  and  powerful  motives  to  ftrenuous  en¬ 
deavours,  for  the  lnread  of  divine  truth  :  by  a  confcien- 
tious  and  practical  regard  to  \vhich  motives,  it  fhall  be 
apparent,  that  our  hearts  are  in  unifon  with  that  compre-r 
henfive  petition,  thy  kingdom  come. 
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While  we  rejoice  in  the  fpiritual  and  laudaok  exertion^ 
of  our  Chriftian  Brethren,  under  different  denommauons, 
to  propagate,  the  golpel  among  the  Heathen  m  io-  » 
climes:  we  fltould  not  forget  the  many  myriads  at  home, 
who  have  fcarcely  any  thing  pertaining  to  Un  luan  y, 
befides  the  name— who  are  profoundly  ignorant,  it  no - 

notorioufly  profligate  and  profane.  .  . 

The  ip  read  of  infidelity  is  now  uncommonly,  great. 
Multitudes  of  people  in  this  country,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  true  principles  oi  Chriftianity,  have  no  exp ei  tone- 
of  their  falutary  tendency  to  relieve  the  diftreffed  con¬ 
fidence,  to  fanefify  the  depraved  heart,  or  to  meliorate  ,k. 
condua  ;  and,  confequently,  there  is  no  reaion  to  wonder, 
that  many  of  this  defcnption  tall  an  ealy  prey  to  the  art¬ 
ful  infinuations,  and  the  blafphemous  affertions,  which  io 
frequently  proceed  from  the  lips,  or  the  pens,  of  Ueiits 
Many,  indeed,  are  the  judicious  defences  of  Chnftiam  > 
which  have  appeared  in  our  language.  Thefe,  however, 
beino-  feldom  read  by  the  lower  claffes  of  people,  can 
have0  but  little  effedt  in  preferving  them  from  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  Infidelity.  Befides,  reading  the  infpired  volume, 
and  the  preaching  of  divine  truth,  are  the  grand  means, 
appointed  of  God,  to  excite  ferious  reflecTon,  and  earneit 
prayer ;  to  produce  conviftion  of  fin,  and  mtereft  the 
conlcience  in  what  the  Scriptures  reveal  ;  to  renew  the 
heart,  and  give  an  holy  bias  to  the  whole  foul.  -Now, 
perfons  who  are  thus  affected.,  by  what  the  Divine  Writ¬ 
ings  contain,  will  revere  the  Bible,  and  be  tar  from  re- 

nouncing  Chriftianity.  .  ..  r  x  .  Q  . 

Amidft  all  the  improvements  in  Philofophy,  111  bcience, 

and  in  ufeful  Arts,  there  is  the  higheft  reafon  to  lament 
the  nep;ledt  of  that  infpired  volume,  which  is  able  to  make 
us  Jfe  to  falvatm.  A  ferious  attention  to  the  (acred  con¬ 
tents  of  which,  muft  lead  us  to  conclude,  either,  that  tue 
New  Teftament  does  not  give  a  juft  reprefentation  ot 
Chriftianity  ;  or,  that  incomparably  the  major  part  ot  thole 
who  profefs  the  religion  ot  Jefus,  are  not  Chriftians :  for 
Chriftianity,  as  delineated  in  the  Apoftolic  W  ritings,  is 
the  relip-ion  of  redtitude,  of  love,  and  of  peace.  Evan¬ 
gelical  truth,  which  is  the  great  inftrument^  in  the  hand 
of  God,  for  promoting  real  Chriftianity,  is  the  dodhine  of 
divine  benevolence  to  man — -the  dodtrme  of  pardon,  of 
reconciliation,  and  of  falvation,  by  joins  thrift.  I  his 
dodfrine,  by  whomfoever  fincerely  believed,  never  fails  to 
produce  a  cordial  veneration  foi  God,  and  an  unfeigned, 
benevolence  to  man.  That  veneration  is  expreffed*  by  a 
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and  by  devout  fnhm’/r  1  0  di/me  precepts; 

Thu  LtvZ^Z£Xor!f  ■ of  “e: 

tuous  affe£tions  towards  our  own  fpecies  In'rrd  ^  ^ 

'S5aSf"'f  »'•’  ■»  other'll; 

libel  the  New  Teflament  Unlllanit7>  and  to 

Let  us,  then,  Chriftian  Brethren  regard  r  i 

SSnT  !7h“ic*"r  ijcUcating’^uncl^^rfS 

nporai,  enjoyments;  the  neceffity  of  fniritu.il  min aTa 
nets;  and  a  practical  attention  to  thafdivin?  preceot  hPhf 

Jf  j  ?  re<l",rel1  “  convince  us,  that  ,he,e  is  „„ 
genuine  caufe  of  Chrift.  To  this  therforr  l  ^  * 

foranTdne"  be kdire£ted-  L«  Citable  perfoT 

nerant  miniflry,  be,  therefore,  ensued  *  and  Jet 

ftated  pallors  in  the  country,  according  to  their  'aSt' 

V d  °pp^tunltles,  employ  themfelves  in  village  preaching 

pa6r  ofln|ranP0hrOn/  tHe  fcn'PtUre  -nffiS 

I-,  o.  their  public  devotions;  that  thofe  who  cannot 
halTh°  hT  not  Bib!es>  or  "*<>  P^er  them  to  lie  ne- 

hd'NeCfeflamerS  L°rd  ’'Peaking  in  the  Old 

In  thefe  labours,  let  them  keep  the  great  obieft  con 
ffanny  in  view:  which  is,  not  merely  to  propagate  a  fet 
t  ,.m°10.g!Ca  Pey'ments,  though  ever  fo  true;  much  lefs 
of  lN,emTte  Pollc/caJ.  opinions,  or  to  canvafs  the  affairs 
'  ,  te but>  ,rJ  the  ffar  of  God,  with  much  prayer  cir 

cumfpeaion,  and  felf-denial,  to  warn  Tinners  of  tie  wratl 

t  come-- to  preach  the  unfear chable  riches  of  Chrift and  to 

render  their  ungodly  fellow-creatures  truly  wife  holy  and 
iappy.  Then,  being  Chriliians  indeedlby  tLlw 
piety  m  the  feverd  churches  with  which  they  may  be  con¬ 
nected  by  domeftic  religion  and  good  order,  in  the  fami 

*eS.f  Xhlch  the7  belong — by  integrity  and  benevolence, 
all  their  private  connexions— and  by  a  peaceable  be¬ 
haviour,  as  members  of  civil  fociety  at  large— they  fhall 
adorn  the  doflrine  of 'God  our  Saviour.  } 

fuchUar”e  ^ret ff  a’  IS  *be  °bje£t  we  have  in  view;  and 
aich  are  the  eiTefts  to  be  expeded  from  a  fuccefsful  pur- 

luit  Qt  it.  But  as,  m  this  cafe,  no  fuccefs  can  poifibly  at- 

tend 


/ 
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tend  the  moft  arduous  exertions,  without  the  concurrence 
of  Divine  Providence,  and  the  powerful  influence  of  the. 
Holv  Spirit ;  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty,  daily  to  folicit 
the  bleffing  of  God  upon  all  our  feeble  endeavours  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  intereftsof  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  jelus  Gnui- 


RULES  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

I.  THAT  a  voluntary  fubfcription  be  opened  for  the 
benevolent  and  pious  purpofes  of  this  Society. 

II.  That  any  perfon  fubferibing  one  guinea  per  annum, 
fhall  be  a  member  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  iu  - 
fcription ;  and  that  a  donation  of  ten  guineas,  or  up¬ 
wards,  {hall  conftitute  a  member  foi  Ine. 

III.  A  general  meeting  fhall  be  hela  at  our  nrft 
monthly  alfociation  after  each  quarter  day;  at  which 
meeting,  feven  members  fhall  be  competent  to  transact 

W  '  I 

bufmefs.  T  u 

IV  The  following  Minifters,  Abraham  Booth,  jonn 

Martin,  John  Rippon,  William  Smith,  William  Button, 
fames >Oore,  Timothy  T  homas,  I  homas  T  nomas,  arid 
Thomas  Hutchings,  with  any  other  Baptift  Minifters  the 
Society  may  think  proper,  fhall  be  confidered  as  members  : 
who,  together  with  one  member,  being  a  fubferiber,  of 
each  of  their  churches,  and  eleven  others,  whether 
members  of  churches,  or  not,  chofen  from  among  the 
fubferibers  at  large  ;  fliall  form  a  Committee,  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  This  Committee  fliall 
meet  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  each  monthly  afioci- 
ation ,  five  of  whom  fliall  be  deemed  fufiicient  to  tranf- 

a£t  bufmefs.  .  . 

V.  Any  feven  of  this  Committee,  giving  one  Aeeks 

notice  to  the  fubferibers,  fhall  have  power  to  call  a  ge¬ 
neral  meeting. 

VI.  A  Treafurer  and  a  Secretary  fhall  be  annually 
chofen  :  and  when,  refpedting  either  of  them,  a  vacancy 
happens,  by  death,  or  otherwiie,  another  fliall  oe  pio- 
pofed  by  the  Committee,  for  the  approbation  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  meeting. 

VII.  No  fubferiber  fliall  vote,  at  a  general  meetinc> 
for  any  appointment  of  this  fociety,  after  the  firft  year, 
who  has  not  been  a  fubferiber  for  twelve  calendar  months. 

VIII.  The  Treafurer  fhall  not  pay  any  bills,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  Society,  without  an  order  iigned  by  three 
members  of  the  Committee. 


...  '  ;*■' 


47°  the  baptist  society  in  London, See. 

iX  Five  Auditors  fhall  be  appointed  annually  by  th*- 
S,e  Trlafuerer!1S>  “  the  bills  and  acc°tJs  of 

tb  XS  [A;  \  aCCOUnt  ?f  the  receipts  and  difburfements  of 

7r  d,  '  6  T™"?  kid  before  the  general 
*,  L>’  Ior  £he  mfpection  of  the  fubferibe  s  •  Lt  ;  e 

thought  expedient,  printed.  ^  ,  and,  if 

r  A  L  1  he  Committee  fhall  provide,  and  fend  out  as 
loon  as  may  be,  after  due  examination  f  1  i  ^  t  •  ’n  • 
Minifies  Of  pL  n  ;  a  exairllin.atlon5  ^cn  Calvimftic 
r  3  ° rBaPtlft  perfuafion,  as  appear  to  them 

L  PfliynqKa  fied  7  ,tmerant  preaching ;  which  Mini- 
;liaj‘  be  en£,rely  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
nf,’  iff’  t0Sedly  with  fuch  affiftance  as  the  Committee 
••v  J d6-  necefiary,  ror  the  encouragement  of  village 

»»"  t  « of  £ 

a  f5,'I Tfm:dl  religious  trails,  to  give  away. 

.  1  A'  ,  f  Sfciety>  though  formed  under  the  coun¬ 

tenance  and  direction  of  the  Baptift  Monthly  Affociation 
is  at  liberty  to  permit  its  itinerant  Minifters,  whenever 
expediency  calls,  to  unite  with  Paedobaptift  Minifters  of 

evangelical  principles,  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  fame 
general  deiign. 

-  N;rB,\  Al1  contributions,  however  fmall,  will  be 
thankfully  received.  But  it  is  hoped,  that  perfons  whom 

.  nas  entrufted  with  confiderable  property,  will  be 
induced,  Dy  a  conllderation  of  the  importance  of  the 
undertaking,  to  afford  it  a  liberal  fupport. 


Porm  of  a  Tejlamentary  Bequejl . 

.  Item>  1  &ive  and  bequeathe  to  the  Treafurer,  for  the  time  be^ 
mg,  of  t At  B  apt  if  Society  in  London ,  for  the  Encouragement  and 
Support  of  Itinerant  Preaching ,  eftablifhed  in  1797,  the  fum  of 

to  be  paid  out  of  my  perfonal  eftate,  and  to  be 
applied  towards  carrying  on  the  benevolent  and  pious  purpofes 
of  the  faid  Society.  r 

Subfcriptions  received,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Fox,  Treafurer, 

Colebrooke-row,  Iflington  ;  or  at  No.  136,  Cheapfide  ; 

and  oy  Mr.  Gale,  Secretary,  No,  12  and  13,  Clement’s- 
inn.  * 
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A  LIST, 


FOR  1797.* 


Of  the  PRINCIPAL  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  which 
have  been  lately  printed  by  the  Baptists  ;  with  a  few 
others,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Denomination  to  which 
their  Authors  belong. 

B. 

Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  Middleborough,  Maffachufetts. 

A  Church  Hiffory  of  New  England,  extending  from  1783 
to  1796  ;  containing  ah  account  of  the  religious  affairs  of 
the  country,  and  of  opprefions  therein,  on  religious  accounts; 
v  ith  a  particular  Idiitory  of  tne  Baptifl  Churches  in  the  five 
Hates  of  New  England.  Vol.  III.  8vo.  pp.  334.  price  4s.  pd. 

Sold  by  Button  and  Thomas,  London  ;  and  may  be  had  of  the 

Publifher  of  the  Baptift  Regifter. 

Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  A.  M.  Bolton,  Maffachufetts. 

1.  A  Sermon  delivered  at  Bridgewater,  December  17,  1794,  at 

the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  David  Leonard,  to  the  Work  of 

an  EvangeM,  on  2  Timothy,  iv.  5.  Do  the  work  of  an 
Evangelift.  8vo.  pp.  31. 

2.  A  Sermon  delivered  February  19,  1795,  being  the  day  of 
public  thankfgiving  throughout  the  United  States,  on  Pfalm 
xxxui.  12.  Bluffed  is  the  nation  whofe  God  is  the  Lord ,  and 

the  people  whom  he  hath  chofen  for  his  own  inheritance.  8vo, 

pp.  24. 

Sold  by  Manning  and  Loring,  Bolton. 

Rev.  Abraham  Booth,  London. 

Glad  Tidings  to  periling  Sinners ;  V,  the  Genuine  Gofpel  a 
complete  Warrant  for  the  Ungodly  to  believe  in  Jefus.  izmo. 
PP*  234~  Price  2s.  6d.  in  boards. 

Sold  by  W.  Button  and  T.  Knott,  London. 


D. 


Rev.  James  Do  re,  London. 

1  bUthft  °klhe  It like  th‘fiinittg  LiSht  -  a  Sermon,  occafioned 
by  the  Death  of  Henry  Keene,  Efq.  who  departed  this  life, 

Peb.  !4,  1797,  ln  the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age  •  preached 

at  Mazepond,  Southwark,  February  26,  1797  °  (Printed  on 

an  coftly  wove  paper.)  Vo.  pp.^.  (  pX  Is 

■hi'  “■  “ » 
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47?.  list  of  publications,  1797. 

2  An  Eflay  on  the  Refurreftion  of  Chrift  ;  in  which  proofs  of 
the  faft  are  adduced,  its  import  is  explained,  and  its  falutary 
influence  illuftrated.  Price  is.  or,  on  line  wove  paper,  hot- 
prefled,  11  dd. 

Sold  by  Gurney  and  Button,  London. 

F, 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.  (Congregationalill)  North 

America. 

1  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  on  important  Theological  Suhjefrs, 
original  and  colle&ed.  By  the  late  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
Frefldent  of  New  Jerfey  College. 

2  Remarks  on  important  Theological  Controverjles,  being  a  fe- 
cond  volume  of  Frefldent  Edward’s  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. 

'  Sold  in  London,  by  Vernor  and  Hood,  and  Button.  In  Briftol, 

by  Ifaac  James,  North-ftreet, 

N.  B.  Many  important  and  original  Thoughts  are  contained  in 
the  firft  of  thefe  volumes,  on  the  evidences  of  revealed  reli¬ 
gion,  and  on  the  myfteries  of  Revelation,  efpecially  on  the 
do&rine  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  Divinity  of  Chrift. 

The  fecond,  which  has  ftill  more  original  matter  than  the  firft, 
relates  chiefly  to  God’s  Moral  Government ;  a  future  State  ; 
the  Immortality  of  the  Soul ;  the  endlefs  puniihment  of  the 
Impenitent ;  the  divine  decrees ;  efficacious  gra.ce ;  the  per- 
feverance  of  the  faints ;  the  necefiity  and  renfonablenefs  of  the 
Chriftian  doHrine  ;  of  the  fatisfaclion  for  fin  ;  and  the  nature 
of  vital  faith. 

Rev.  To h n  Erskine,  D.  D.  one  of  the  Minifters  of 

Edinburgh. 

A  Supplement  to  two  Volumes  (publifhed  in  1754)  of  Hiftorical 
Collections ;  chiefly  containing  late  remarkable  inftances  of 
faith  working  by  love.  Publifhed  from  the  manufcripts  of  the 
late  Rev.  Dr?  John  Gillies,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Glasgow; 
w  ith  an  account  of  the  pious  compiler,  and  other  additions, 

by  Dr.  John  Erfkine.  izmo.  pp.  93. 

Sold  by  Vernor,  London  ;  and  by  Conftable,  Edinburgh. 

Rev.  John  Evans,  A.  M.  (General  Baptift.) 

1  The  Providence  cl  God j  a  Sermon,  preached  at  h/Iaidkone, 
April  24,  1796,  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pine  ;  who 
died  on  the  12  th  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  51ft  year  of  her 

a  ore. 

Hearts  in  the  holy  bands  of  love  combin’d, 

Death  has  no  power  to  fever.  Thou  art  mine  ! 

A  little  while,  and  thou  flialt  dwell  with  me 
In  feenes  where  borrow  is  not.  Cheerily 
Tread  thou  the  path  that  leads  thee  to  the  grave  ; 

Rough  tho’  it  he  and  painful !— for  the  crave 
Is  but  the  thrdhold  of  eternity. 


2  Aft 
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2  An  attempt  to  account  for  the  infidelity  of  the  late  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq.  founded  on  his  own  memoirs,  publilhed  by 
John  Lord  Sheffield  ;  with  reflections  on  the  belt  means  of 
checking  the  prefent  alarming  progrefs  of  fcepticifm  and  irre- 
ligion  ;  including  an  account  of  the  converfion  and  death  of 
John  Lord  Littleton.  Svo.  price  is.  6d. 

Sold  by  Longman  and  Knott,  London ;  and  by  Cottle,  BriftoL 

F 

Rev.  An  dps.  ew  Fuller,  Kettering-. 

The  Importance  of  a  deep  and  intimate  Knowledge  of  Divine  Truth  % 
A  Sermon,  delivered  at  an  Affociation  of  Baptid  Miniiters  and 
Churches,  at  St.  Alban’s,  Hertfordfhire,  june  I,  1706. — - 
Price  6d. 

Rev.  Richard  Furman,  A.  M.  Charleffon. 

Rewards  of  Grace  conferred  on  Cbrif’s  faithful  People ;  A  Sermon, 
occafioned  by  the  Deceafe  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  A.  M. 
Pallor  of  the  Baptid  Church  at  Hopewell,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jerfey:  who  departed  this  life,  December  31,  1795,  in  the 
73 d  year  of  his  age.  .  Preached  at  the  Baptifl  Church  in 
Charlellon,  South  Carolina,  February  7,  1796,  on  Mattthew 
xxv.  21,  Well  done ,  thou  good  and  faithful  fir  v  ant  l  Thou  haft 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things :  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 

^  many  things  :  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.  8vo.  pp.  28. 

Sold  by  M‘Iver,  No.  47,  Bay,  Charlellon;  and  by  Button,  London] 

G 

Rev.  John  Geard,  Hitchin. 

The  Beauties  of  Henry :  a  Selea-'on  of  the  moll  ftriking  Paf- 
fages  in  the  Expofition  of  that  celebrated  Commentator!  To 
which  is  prefixed,  A  brief  Account  of  the  Life,  Charafter, 
Labours,  and  Death  of  the  Author,  Vol.  I.  extrafted  from  the 
Hiftorical  Part  of  the  Old  Teflament,  1 2mo  pp.  470,  price 
4s.  6d.  boards.  ^  r 

Sold  by  W.  Button,  London,  and  J.  James,  Brillol. 

K 

Rev.  John  Kingsford  (General  Baptid.) 

A  Sermon  addreffed  to  the  General  Baptiffs,  on  the  Caufes  of 
their  Declenfion,  and  the  Means  of  their  future  Profperity 
Preached  at  the  Baptifl  Meeting,  St.  Thomas-dreet,  PortL 
mouth,  November  the  15th,  and  at  Chicheder,  December  the 
Sih,  i795>  (now  a  little  enlarged),  8vo,  price  6d. 

M 

Rev.  John  Martin,  London. 

I .  The  G  of  pel  of  our  Salvation ;  a  Sermon,  preached  at  the  opening 
of  the  New  Meeting  in  Store-dreet,  Bedford-fquare,  on  Afts 
xiv.  7,  And  there  they  preached  the  Gofpel.  8vo,  pp.  32,  price  6d, 
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2.  Some  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the  Rev.  John 
Martin,  Pador  of  the  Church  meeting  in  Store-ftreet,  Bed- 
ford-fquare.  2  et  of  myfelf  I  will  -not  glory ,  but  in  mine  Infir¬ 
mities.  t  or  though  I  would  dejire  to  glory ,  I  Jhall  not  be  a 
fool,  for  I  will  fay  the  truth.  2  Cor.  xii.  5,  6.  Small  8vo. 
pp.  144.  Price  is.  6d. 

Sold  by  J.  Martin,  jun.  No.  27,  Great  Rudell-dreet,  Bloomfbury. 

Mission. 

Periodical  Accounts  relative  to  the  Baptid  Society  for  propa¬ 
gating  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathens,  No.  III.  8vo,  price 
is.  6d. 

Sold  by  Button  and  Thomas,  London;  James,  Briilol ;  and  may 

be  had  of  the  Baptid  Minifters  throughout  England. 

*  •  « 

P  ' 

Rev.  William  Pendered,  Hull. 

The  Duty  of  Chriftians  to  feek  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  ;  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Kingdon  upon  Hull,  on  the 
late  Public  Fad,  Wednefday,  March  8th,  1797.  Price  is. 

Non  nobis  foliim  nati  fumus,  fed  etiam  patriae.  Cicero. 

Sold  by  Wills,  Johnfon,  and  Knott,  London ;  Langdon,  Leeds ; 
and  by  the  feveral  Bookfellers  in  Hull. 

R 

Rev.  Samuel  Richardson,  Cheder. 

An  Edfay  on  the  Suretifhip  of  Chrid,  in  two  Parts.  Part  I.  The 
Dodlrine  dated  :  Part  II.  Objections  anfwered.  Small  8vo, 
pp.  203,  price  2s. 

Sold  by  W.  Button,  and  T.  Knott,  London 

Rev.  John  Rippon,  D.  D.  London. 

1.  A  Brief  EJfay  towards  an  Hifory  of  the  Baptifi  Academy  at 
Briftol ;  read  before  the  Bridol  Education  Society  at  their  An- 
niverfary  Meeting,  in  Broadmead,  Augud  26th,  1795,  8vo, 
pp.  52,  beautifully  printed  on  an  elegant  and  codly  \vove 

paper,  price  is. 

2.  Vol.  II.  Th;  Baptift  Annual  Regifter  :  containing  Sketches 
of  the  State  of  Religion  among  different  Denominations  of 
o-ood  Men  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  years  1793,  i79+« 
1795,  1796,  and  part  of  1 7 97»  ^v0>  half  bound  and  lettered, 

price  7s. 

Volumes  Firft  and  Second  fell  at  14s.— any  odd  Numbers  may 
be  had  to  complete  Setts. 
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3.  The. Second  Edition,  with  Improvements,  of  a  Selection 
of  Pfalm  and  Hymn  Tunes,  from  the  bell  Authors,  (including 
many  originals )  adapted  principally  to  Dr.  Watts’s  Hymns  and 
Pfalms,  to  Mr.  Rippon’s  Selection  of  Hymns,  and  luited  to 
fuch  Congregations  who  prefer  the  good  old  Tunes,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  who  ufe  the  more  lively  Airs  of  Pfalmody.  Price 
5s.  bound  in  fheep;  in  calf  and  hot-prelfed  6s.  6d. 

Thefe  three  Articles,  and  alfo,  A  Selection  of  Hymns  intended 
as  an  Appendix  to  Dr.  Watts’s  Pfalms  and  Hymns,  may  be 
had  of  the  fame  Author  ;  and  are 

1 

Sold  by  Dilly  and  Button,  London ;  Brown,  James,  and  Cottle, 
Briftol ;  Ogle,  Edinburgh ;  by  the  Baptift  Min-illers  in  many 
of  the  principal  Towns  in  England  ;  and  at  Bofton,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  New  York,  Charlefton,  See.  in  America. 

Rev.  William  Rogers,  D.  D.  Philadelphia. 

A  Sermon,  occasioned  by  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart, 
A.  M.  w  ho  departed  this  Life,  December  31,  1795,  in  the  73d 
year  of  his  age,  preached  at  Hopewell,  New  jerfev,  April  24, 
1796,  on  2d  Samuel,  chap.  iii.  and  part  of  the  38th  verfe. 
Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  great  man  fallen  inlfrael !  8vo,  pp  39. 

Sold  by  Lang  and  Uftick,  Philadelphia,  and  by  Button,  London. 

Rev.  John  Ryland,  D.  D.  Briftol. 

The  Duty  of  Mini  ft  ers  to  he  Nurfing  Fathers  to  the  Church ,  and  the 
Duty  of  Churches  to  regard  Mini  ft  ers  as  the  Gift  of  Chrift  : 
A  Charge,  on  Num.  xi.  12.  lhat  thou Jhouldcf  fay  unto  me , 
carry  them  in  thy  hofomy  as  a  nurfing  Father  heareth  the  fucking 
child  unto  the  land  <whicb  •  thou  fzv  ear  eft  unto  their  Fathers  ; 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  John  Ryland,  D."  D.  of  Briftol ;  and  a 
Sermon,  on  Eph.  iv.  1 1 .  He  gave  fame — Paftors  and  Teachers  ; 
delivered  bv  the  Rev.  S.  Pearce,  M.  of  Birmingham,  in  the 
Diftenting  Meeting-houfe,  Angel-ftreet,  Worcefter,  at  the  Or¬ 
dination  of  the  Rev.  W.  Belcher,  to  the  Paftorate  of  the  Bap-, 
tift  Church,  meeting  in  Silver-ftreet,  in  the  fame  City  :  to¬ 
gether  with  an  Introductory  Address,  by  the  Rev. 
G.  Ofborn,  and  alfo  Mr.  Belftier’s  Declaration  of  his  Religious 
Sentiments,  8vo,  pp.  64,  price  is. 

Sold  by  Button,  London,  and  James  Briftol. 

« 

S 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheraton,  formerly,  but  not  now,  one  of  the 

Scotch  Baptifts. 

Scriptural  Subjeiftion  to  Civil  Government,  in  an  Addrefs  to 

real  Chnftians.  Second  Edition,  8vo.  pp.  62. 

Sold  by  the  Author,  No.  106,  Wardour-ftreet,  Soho;  by 
Mathew s,  London;  and  by  Duncan,  Edinburgh. 

K  k  3  *  ’  Rev. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Steevens,  Colchefter. 

~Cc  C  Knowledge  of  God  increafed}  a?id  the  Church  enlarged  ,  a  Ser¬ 
mon  preached  to  Baptilt  Miniders  and  others,  at  their  fird 
Meeting  to  deliberate  on  a  Plan  for  the  more  effedlual  fpread 
of  the  Gofpel  in  the  County  of  EfTex.  Price  ^d. 

Sold  by  Mr.  Button,  and  by  the  Minifters  of  the  Effex  Affociation. 

Rev.  Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D. 

Difcourfes  on  Perfonal  Religion. 

N.  B.  This  Work  was  formerly  printed  in  two  Volumes. _ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  joieph  Stennett,  the  worthy  fon  of  the  Doctor, 
to  accommodate  the  Public,  has  now  publilhed  the  whole  in  one 
large  handfome  Volume,  8vo.  pp.  537,  price  8s.  ornamented 
with  a  beautiful  Head  of  the  Author,  which  is  pronounced  to 
be  a  very  corredl  Likenefs. 

Sold  by  Dilly,  Cadell  and  Davies,  Button,  and  Knott,  London  ; 
and  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Uftick,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Stuart,  M.  D.  a  very  refpe&able  Baptift  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  has  republifhed  two  Treatifes  written  by  that  famous 
Puritan,  Henry  Ainfworth. 

1.  The  Communion  of  Saints— -a  Treatife  of  the  Fellowlhip 
that  the  Faithful  have  with  God  and  his  Angels,  and  with 
one  another  in  this  prefent  life.  Gathered  out  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

2.  An  Arrow  against  Idolatry,  taken  out  of  the  Quiver  of  the 
Lord  of  Hods.  Printed  at  Nova  Belgia,*  164.0. 

To  this  Edition  is  prefixed  fome  Account  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  the  Author. 

Thefe  two  Treatifes  are  now  reprinted  at  Edinburgh,  in  one 
volume,  i2mo.  making  together  344  full  pages,  befide  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Author,  which  occupies  60  pages  more.  This  account 
drawn  up- by  the  learned  Editor  of  thefe  pieces,  is  modeftly  in¬ 
troduced  to  our  notice  by  a  fhort  advertisement,  in  which  he 
fays,  “  The  following  Treatifes  contain  a  fimple  account,  al- 
moil  in  the  very  words  of  the  Scriptures  of  fome  of  the  mod 
important  truths  and  duties  revealed  in  the  word  cf  God. 

“  Both  thefe  bocks  are  become  very  fcarce,  the  lad  edition 
having  been  publilhed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 

Not  the  fmalleft  liberty  has  been  taken  with  the  meaning 
of  the  Author,  though  in  fome  places,  words  now  obfolete, 
have  been  exchanged  for  thofe  more  in  ufe  ;  and  obvious  or 
fmoother  exprefiions  fubdituted  in  the  room  of  fuch  as  appeared 
harfh  or  obfcure. 

*  Thisitfeems  was  the  name  by  which  the  Province  of  New  York  was 
known  in  1640,  being  fir d  fettled  from  Holland,  and  not  long  before  that 
fetigd  conquered  by  the  arms  of  England. 

When 
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“  When  it  was  firft  propofed  to  republilh  thefe  Treatifes,  it 
feemed  very  defirable  that  they  ffiould  be  accompanied  with  the 
Life  of  the  Author.  *  This  was  readily  undertaken  before  the 
difficulty  of  executing  it  was  perceived. 

“  There  are,  probably,  few  materials  for  it,  and  of  thefe  the 
Editor  has  been  able  to  procure  but  a  very  fmall  part.  He  does 
not  doubt,  that  thofe  w  ho  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing  the  whole,  may  be  able  to  deted  feveral  miftakes  in  what  he 
has  written.  Some  pains,  however,  has  been  taken  to  fatisfy 
the  curkffity  of  fuch  who  efteem  the  works  of  Ainswor  t  h. 

«  The  leader  will  find  here  an  attempt  towards  an  account 
of  him,  as  full,  I  believe,  as  can  be  met  with,  and  moie  con-* 
formable  to  truth  than  any  other  which  1  have  feen. 

“  The  Editor  has  been  enabled  to  write  this,  chiefly  by  the 
obliging  communications  of  the  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Ro~ 
binfon,  °of  Cambridge,  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  inveftigate 
feveral  circumflances  relating  to  the  Author,  and  has  fer<t  him 
extracts  from  various  books  which  he  could  not  procure. 

There  are  feveral  other  publications  relative  to  Amfworth, 
John  Canne,  and  the  Brownifts,  which  are  fpecified  at  the  end 
of  the  Life  of  Ainf worth,  which  Dr.  Stuart  would  be  happy 
to  procure. — See  from  page  lxiii.  to  lxix.  v 

Sold  by  Laing,  Edinburgh,  and  Button  London. 

T 

Rev.  Joshua  T  ho  mas,  Leominfter. 

An  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifl  AfTociatlon  in  Wales,  from  the  year 
1650,  to  the  year  1790;  {hewing  the  times  and  places  of 
their  Annual  Meetings,  whether  in  Wales,  London,  or  Brifcol, 
&c.  including  feveral  other  interefling  articles;  8vo,  pp.  94, 
price  is.  6d.  hitched. 

May  be  had  of  all  the  perfons  who  fell  the  Baptifl  Annual 

Regifler. 

Rev.  Joshua  Toulmin,  D.  D.  (General  Baptifl,)  Taunton. 

The  Practical  Efficacy  of  the  Unitarian  Dodrine  confidered ;  in 
a  Series  of  Letters  to  the  Rev.  Andrew  Fuller,  occafioned  by 
his  Publication,  entitled.  The  Calviniflic  and  Socinian  Sys¬ 
tems  examined  and  compared,  as  to  their  moral  tendency.  To 
which  is  added,  the  fecond  edition,  of  An  Effay  on  the 
Grounds  of  Love  to  Chriil,  1 21110,  pp.  74. 

Sold  by  J.  Johnfon,  London. 

W 

Rev.  W.  Willey,  Dartmouth. 

Theology  in  Miniature  ;  or,  A  Sketch  of  pure  Religion  ;  be¬ 
ing  the  Subfiance  of  Two  Sermons  preached  at  Dartmouth, 
jzmo.  price  6d. 

Sold  by  Nettleton,  at  Plymouth;  and  Button,  London. 
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A  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  BOOKS 

PUBLISHED  BY 

THE  BAPTISTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Archibald  M‘Lean,  one  of  the  Pallors  of  the  Baptift 

Church  in  Edinburgh. 

I  Letters  addreiTed  to  Mr.  John  Glafs,  in  anfwer  to  his  Diflerta- 
tion  on  Infant  Baptilm.  Publifhed  in  the  beginning  of  1767. 

z  A  Defence  of  Believer’s  Baptifm,  in  oppofition  to  Infant 
Sprinkling.  Being  an  anfwer  to  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  “  Re¬ 
marks  on  Scripture  Texts  relating  to  Infant  Baptifm.”  Toge¬ 
ther  with  home  flriflures  on  Mr.  Huddlekon’s  Letters,  and 
other  writings  on  that  fubjecl.  PublilRed  1 777. 

3  The  Com  million  given  by  jefus  Chrill  to  his  Apollles  illuf- 
trated.  In  three  parts,  izmo.  pp.  328.  Publiflied  1786. 
The  firft  impreflion  of  this  book  is  fold  off,  and  a  fecond 
edition,  with  fome  amendments,  is  now  about  to  be  publifhed. 

4.  The  Nature  and  Import  of  Baptifm,  with  its  indifpenfable 
obligation.  To  which  is  added,  a  fhort  Sketch  of  the  Church 
Order,  and  Religious  Practices  of  the  Baptiils  in  Scotland, 
izmo.  pp.  84.  Publifhed  1786. 

5.  A  Letter  on  the  Sonfliip  of  ChrifI,  originally  addreffed  to 
fome  of  the  members  of  the  Baptill.  Church  at  Edinburgh.— 
To  which  is  added,  a  Review  of  Dr.  Walker’s  Defence  of 
the  Do&rine  of  the  Trinity  and  Eternal  Sonfliip  of  ChrifI. 
i2mo.  pp.  134.  Publifhed  1788. 

6.  The  Belief  of  the  Gofpel  Saving  Faith.  Being  the  fubflance 
cf  two  difcourfes  preached  at  the  Meeting-houfe,  High- 
flreet,  Kingfton-upon-Hull.  With  an  appendix,  containing 
fome  Uriel ures  upon  a  fermon,  entitled,  “  The  Faith  of  the 
Operation  of  God.”  nmo.  pp.  57.  Publiflied  1 79 1 . 

7.  The  Promife  that  all  Nations  fliall  be  brought  into  fubje&ion 

to  Chrill,  with  the  reafons  of  it,  briefly  confidered ;  together 
with  a  fhort  view  of  the  duty  of  Chrillians,  to  ufe  means  for 
its  accomplifhment,  and  of  their  encouragement  in  fo  doing  ; 
being  the  fubflance  of  a  difeourfe  preached  in  the  Baptill 
Meeting-houfe,  Richmond-court,  Edinburgh,  on  the  Lord’s- 
dav,  Dec.  27,  1795.  121110.  pjh  29.  1796. 

William  Braid  wood,  one  of  the  Pallors  of  the  Baptill 

Church  at  Edinburgh. 

1.  A  Difeourfe  on  the  Duty  of  mutual  Exhortation  in  the 

*  Churches  of  Chrill.  8vc.  pp.  38.  Publiflied  in  1787. 

2.  Parental  Duties  illuflrated  from  the  word  of  God,  and  en¬ 
forced  by  a  representation  of  tiie  lalutarv  confecjuences  ariling 
from  tire  proper  government  of  children.  In  three  dilcouifes, 

8 vo.  pp.  71.  Publiihed  in  1 J02  and  1 796.  # 

3  Purity 
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3.  Parity  of  Chriillan  Communion,  recommended  as  an  antidote 
again!!  the  perils  of  the  latter  days.  In  three  difcourfes.  1  o 
which  is  added,  an  appendix,  containing  fome  thoughts  on 
the  weekly  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  on  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  human  ftandards  of  religion.  8vro.  pp. 
Publifhed  179b. 

This  and  the  foregoing  publications  are  fold  by  j.  Guthrie  and 
J.  Ogle,  Edinburgh  ;  and  by  Chapman  and  Murgatroyd, 
London. 

Henry  D.  Inglis,  one  of  the  Pallors  of  the  Baptid  Church. 

in  Edinburgh. 

1 .  A  Letter  to  fix  men  under  fentence  of  death. 

2.  Two  Letters  to  the  Public,  ill  nitrating  the  do&rine  of  the 
grace  of  God,  and  exemplifying  it  in  the  cafe  ol  William 
Mills.  Second  edition.  lemo.  pp.  108. 

3.  Short  Notes  of  Nine  Difcourfes  on  important  Subjects. 

4.  A  Call  to  the  People  of  God  to  come  out  of  Babylon.  1 2 mo. 
pp.  21.  1791. 

5.  The  Duty  of  Subjection  to  civil  Rulers,  illuflrated  from  the 
New  Tedament.  i2mo.  pp.  8.  1792. 

6.  A  Difcourfe  on  the  fupreme  Divinity  of  Jefus  Chrid. 

7.  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Converfion  of  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch. 

Edinburgh ,  No<v.  I  o,  I  79^* 
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Rev.  James  Smith,  (extradl  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  I 
terworth.)  The  15th  cd  April,  1795,  I  attended  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Tames  Smith,  over  the  Bandd  Church  at  the  Old 
Meeting-IIuufe,  Perfhore.  Lie  is  a  young  man  of  very  promifmg 
abilities,  from  the  Church  at  Chafewater,  Cornwall,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Reading,  but  late  from  the  Briilol  Academy.  The 
fervice  was  introduced  by  reading  Ezek.  iii.  17 — 21.  and  Lit. 
i.  chap,  and  prayer,  by  Brother  Elilha  Smith.  The  introductory 
oration  by  your  unworthy  fervant.  Brother  E.  Edmonds,  Blr- 
mingham,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer.  Our  Brother  Dr.  Ry- 
land  gave  a  moil  excellent  charge,  from  2  Tim.  2,  3.  Brother 
Pearce,  Birmingham,  preached  in  a  very  plea'fing  manner,  from 
1  John  i.  3.  By  fellowfhip  he  urtderdood  partnerfhip,  and 
ftrongly  recommended  it  to  the  people  to  become  partners  with 
their  minifter  in  promoting  the  intered  of  the  Lord.  Brother 
T.  Edmonds,  Upton,  concluded  in  prayer.  All  prefent  found 

*  If  any  ordinations  are  omitted  in  thefe  pages,  they  may  be  infertud  as 
notes  in  the  new  1U!  of  churches,  in  No.  15.  Editor. 
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it  to  be  a  more  edifying  feafon  than  they  had  experienced  on 
any  fimilar  occafion.  Every  one  feemed  to  be  in  a  good  frame, 
and  to  enjoy  liberty. 

Rev.  Jos  eph  Belcher,  Rufhden,  Morthamptonfhire,  (Ex¬ 
tract).  My  ordination  took  place  on  Auguft  4,  1795.  Began 
by  finging  the  I3zd  Pfalm,  L.  M.  Brother  Alcock,  of  Hail 
Weflon,  prayed.  Afterwards  Brother  Grindon,  of  Sharnbrook, 
opened  the  work  of  the  day,  and  propoied  the  ufual  interroga¬ 
tories,  and  received  the  confellion  of  faith.  This  done,  the 
call  to,  and  acceptance  of,  the  paftoral  oflice  were  recognized. 
We  then  fang  the  410th  Hymn,  of  your  Selection.  Mr.  E.  Ed¬ 
monds,  of  Birmingham,  gave  the  minifler  his  charge  from  the 
28th  chap,  of  Matthew,  19  and  20  verfes  ;  and  Mr.  Nickolls,  of 
Kimbolton,  preached  to  the  people,  from  Pfalm  cxxii.  9  verfe. 
We  then  fung  the  41  ith  Hymn  in  the  Selection.  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Irthlingborough,  concluded  by  prayer,  and  the  ufual  benedictions. 

On  account  of  our  meeting  being  fo  final!,  \vt  were  obliged 
to  attend  to  the  fervice  in  the  meeting-houfe-yard. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Romfey,  preached  in  the  evening  of  the  day, 
from  I  Cor.  iii.  chap,  part  of  22,  23d  verfes.  All  are  yours,  a.nd 
ye  are  C'krijls.  I  am  happy  to  fay  we  are  in  a  peaceable  and 
ilourifning  condition. 

Rev.  John  Millard,  Baptifl:  Minifler,  was  ordained  pallor 
of  the  Baptifl  Church,  (admitting  pious  Paedobaptifts  to  com¬ 
munion  at  the  Lord’s  table),  at  Stevington,  Bedford  (hire.  Oft. 
8,  1795.  Mr.  Grindon,  of  Sharnbrook,  prayed.  Mr.  Dickens, 
of  Keio,  delivered  an  introductory  difcourfe,  afked  the  ufual 
queilions,  and  received  Mr.  Millard’s  confellion  of  faith.  Mr. 
Hillyard,  of  Olney,  (of  whofe  church  Mr.  Millard  had  been  a 
member)  prayed  the  Ordination  Prayer.  Mr.  Bull,  of  New- 
port-Pagnell,  (in  whofe  academy  Mr.  Millard  had  fpent  fome 
time),  delivered  the  charge  from  1  Tim.  i.  18.  frit  claufe.  Mr. 
SutclifF,  of  Olney,  addreffed  the  church,  from  Rom.  xiv.  19. 
and  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayer.  Singing  was  attended 
to  at  proper  times,  throughout  the  fervice. 

Rev.  John  Rigby,  (ExtraCt.)  On  the  6th  of  Jan.  1796, 
I  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  church  of  Chrifl  at  Bramley, 
Yorkfhire,  lately  under  the  paftoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Afkwith,  deceafed.  Mr.  Afhworth,  ot  Giiderfome,  introduced 
the  fervice  of  the  day  by  reading  nzekiel  33*  *  1  -^ph.  4* 

i—iy.  1  Tim.  iii.  afked  the  ufual  queilions  of  the  church 
and  minifler,  received  my  confellion  of  faith,  aud  piaved.  * 
Mr.  Bowfer,  of  Shipley,  gave  the  charge  from  I  Tim  iv.  16. 
Take  heed  unto ,  tfc.  from  which  he  properly  recommended 
a  devout  circumfpeCtion,  and  divine  peneverance,  with  regard 
to  a  life  of  holinefs  ;  and  alfo  a  zealous  regard  to  the  impoi  tant 
doctrines  of  the  bleffed  gofpel,  upon  this  ground,  that  the 

benefits  infeparablv  connected  with  Salvation,  womd  refult  from 

fuch 
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fuch  a  conduct,  to  both  minifter  and  people.  Mr.  Crabtree,  of 
Bradford,  delivered  a  very  fuitable  and  animating  difeourfe  to 
the  people.,  from  1  Theft',  v.  12.  And  we  befeecb,  &c.  Mr. 
Holton,  of  Rawdon,  directed  the  praifes  of  God  through  the 
whole.  The  fervice  was  conducted  with  order  ;  and  the  pretence 
of  the  Lord  was  with  us. 


Rev.  John  Tims  on  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  newly 
formed  Baptift  Church  at  Earls-Barton,  near  Wellingborough, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  Jan  23,  1796.  On  this  occafton,  Mr. 
SutclifF,  of  Oiney,  went  through  the  preparatory  fervices  of  the 
ordination.  Mr.  Hail,  of  Irthlingborough,  prayed  over  the 
newly  ordained  minifter.  Mr.  Grindon,  of  Sharnbrook,  delivered 
the  charge  from  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  Preach  the  word*  Mr.  Nickolls, 
of  Kimbolton,  addrefted  the  church  from  1  Theff.  v.  12,  13. 
Singing  and  prayer  were  interfperfed  at  proper  times  throughout 
the  fervice. 


Rev.  Joseph  Lee  Sprague,  ( ExtraFL )  My  ordination,  at 
Bovey,  took  place  on  March  30,  1796.  The  work  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Willey,  of  Dartmouth,  who  read  feveral  fuitable 
feriptures,  and  prayed.  Mr.  Birt,  of  Plyrnouth-Dcck,  explained 
the  nature  of  the  fervice,  and  (ho wed  the  right  of  the  people  to 
choofe  their  own  pallors,  with  the  propriety  of  this  conduit. — - 
The  church  recognifed  their  call  ;  and  having  fignilied  my 
acceptance  of  it,  I  read  my  confeftion  of  faith.  My  uncle,  Mr. 
Daniel  Sprague,  of  Tiverton,  implored  the  divine  bleftmg  on  the 
relation  then  formed  between  me  and  the  church.  Prayer  was 
attended  with  the  laying  on  of  tiie  hands  of  Meftrs.  Sprague,  Birt, 
Norman  of  Bampton,  and  Thomas,  of  Prefcott.  Mr.  Sprague 
delivered  the  charge  from  Acts  xx.  28.  Take  heed ,  C5r.  Mr. 
Birt  preached  to  the  people  from  Ezra  x.  4.  Arifs,  for  this  matter 
belongeih  unto  thee,  &c,  Mr.  Thomas  doled  the  fervice  in 
prayer.  Suitable  hymns  were  fung  in  the  courfs  of  the  folemnity. 

About  a  fortnight  fmee  there  was  a  meeting  of  minifters  at 

o  o 

Kingfbridge  ;  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  birt  preacl  red.  It  is  plcaftng 
to  fee  the  harmony  which  Tubfuls  between  Plymouth  and  Dock. 
O  how  good  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !  It  is 
intended  to  have  a  meeting  twice  in  a  year,  compofed  of  the 
church  at  Exeter,  and  the  churches  \yeftward  of  it,  and  to  viftt 
each  in  rotation. 


Rev.  Thomas  Berry,  (Extradl.)  A  fhort  account  of  my 
ordination  fervice,  which  took  place  at  Hanley,  in  Stafford^ 
fhire,  on  Wednefday  the  6th  of  April,  1796.  It  may  not  be 
amifs  briefly  to  remark,  that  the  following  day  was  appointed 
by  the  Independent  Minifters  of  this  circuit,  to  hold  their  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  ;  and  providentially  the  place  of  meeting  this 
quarter  was  at  Hanley.  They  all,  I  believe,  g^ive  us  the  plea- 
Pure  to  attend  with  us ;  and  (what  may  perhaps  appear  as  ftrange 
tp  you  as  it  did  to  many  of  us)  the  Popilh  Prieft,  who  refideslrt 

that 


r 
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this  neighoouihood,  attended  us  in  the  morning.  The  fervices 
of  the  day  were  conducted  in  the  following  manner  : — -At  eio-ht 

°  Cj°ui  ,-n  t^le  mOTninS  t^e  mem^ers  met  to  implore  the  prefence 
and  b  effing  of  God  to  attend  the  church  and  congregation  on 
the  lolemn  occafion  ;  and  at  half  pail  ten  public  fervice  began. 
Brother  Sharp,  of  Manchefter,  introduced  the  work  by  read-- 
mg  the  I  32d  Pfalm,  and  the  ill  chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  Titus. 
He  then  engaged  in  prayer.  (Singing.)  Brother  Sharp  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  alk  the  ufual  quellions,  and  receive  the  anfwers  of  the 
church  and  minifter  ;  then  the  confeffion  pf  faith  was  called  for, 
and  read  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  minutes.  Brother  Medley,  of 
Liveipool,  prayed  the  ordination  prayer,  which  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  laying  on  of  hands.  (Singing  again.)  He  then, 
m  a  moll  lolemn,  afFe<51ionate,  and  encouraging  manner,  gave  a 
weighty  charge  to  the  poor  minifter  from  2  Timothyn.  1. 
Thou  therefore,  my  Son,  he  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chriji  Jefus „ 
(Singing.)  Brother  Reefe,  of  Congleton,  then  engaged  in  prayer, 
and  difniiffied  the  congregation.  in  the  evening,  at  feven 
o’clock,  met  again  ;  after  fmging,  Brother  Roden, "of  Hanley, 
engaged  in  prayer,  (Singing.)  Brother  Sharp  addreffed  the 
church  in  a  very  faithful  and  affectionate  manner,  from  1  Theff. 


v. 


and  13.  (Singing  again.)  Then  Brother  Ralph,  of  Stone, 
engaged  in  prayer,  and  dil miffed  the  affembly.  Meffrs.  Reefe, 
Bo-den,  and  Ralph,  are  amiable  Independent  mini  hers.  I  think 
it  pleafunt  to  add,  that  our  brethren,  Medley  and  Sharp,  were 
requeued  to  preach  the  intended  double  leCture,  for  our  worthy 
Independent  brethren,  at  Mr.  Boden’s  meeting-houfe,  on  the 
Monday  evening,  to  which  they  cheerfully  attended.  Brother 
Sharp  frit  from  1  Cor.  xv.  and  10  verfe  ;  But  by  the  grace  of  God 
/  am  avhcit  I  am.  Then  Brother  Medley,  from  Dcut.  xxxiii. 
and  25  verfe,  latt&r  claufe.  And  as  thy  day ,  fo  Jhall  thy  firength 
be.  Surely  the  Lord  was  with  us  of  a  truth,  and  made  it  a  day 
much  to  be  remembered. 

Rev.  John  Palmer  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  Baptifl 
Church  at  Salop,  April  13,  1796.  The  fervice  of  the  day  was 
opened  with  fmging.  Brother  Harrifon  read  the  hymns  ;  Brother 
Pearce  fuitable  portions  of  God’s  word  ;  and  affigned  fcriptural 
reafons  to  iultify  the  conduct  of  a  gofoel  church  in  the  choice  of 
a  pallor  ;  and  received  the  declaration  of  Pith,  which  was  very 
fatisfa&ory.  The  ordination  prayer  was  offered  up  by  Brother 
Steadman,  with  imposition  of  Hands  ;  and  he  delivered  the 
charge  from  Acts  xx.  26  and  27  verfes.  Wherefore  I  take  you  fa 
record  this  day ,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men ,  for 
J  have  not  funned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counfcl  of  God.  Brother 
Webiter  preached  to  the  people  from  the  ill  rl  heffalonians  v. 
12,  13  And  we  hefeech you,  brethren ,  to  know  them  which  labour 
among  you ,  lAc.  and  concluded  in  prayer. 

Being  without  a  Deacon,  Brother  Evans,  of  A! caftan,  a  reve- 
rend  old  man,  and  an  honourable  difciple  of  Chriit,  (who  hath 

long 


ORDINATIONS  IN  I/96. 


long  flood  a  member  of  the  church),  was  named  for  that  office, 
and  unanimoufly  approved.  Accordingly  the  church  met 
a  quarter  before  fix  o’clock  the  fame  evening,  to  ordain  him. — 
Brother  Steadman  prayed,  and  impofition  of  hands  was  adopted. 
A  Lecture  in  the  evening.  Brother  Smith,  of  Wolverhampton, 
began  in  prayer.  Brother  Pearce  preached  from  the  2d  of 
Corinthians,  iv.  chap.  7  verfe.  But  we  ha<ve  this  treafure  in  earthen 
*vejfels>  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  he  of  God ,  and  -not  of 
us.  Brother  Harrifon  concluded  in  prayer.  The  fervices  of  the 
day  were  pleafing  and  profitable,  infpiring  an  hope  that  the 
union  formed  betwixt  the  pallor,  the  deacon,  and  people,  will 
prove  a  fmgular  blefling  under  the  great  Head  of  the  Church. 


Rev.  J.  Wi  l  s  o  n,  Warwick,  (Extra 61.)  My  ordination  was 
on  June  1,  1796.  Mr.  Green,  of  Middleton  Cheney,  intro¬ 
duced  the  fervice  by  reading  the  fcriptures,  and  prayer.  Mr. 
John  Butter  worth,  of  Coventry,  propofed  the  ufual  queflions, 
and  received  the  confeihon  of  faith.  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Hook- 


Norton,  offered  up  the  ordination  prayer,  with  laying  on  of 
hands.  Mr.  L,  Butterworth,  of  Evelham,  gave  the  charge 
from  Rev.  ii.  lafl  part  of  10th  verfe.  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Salop,  addref- 
l'ed  the  people  from  1  Pet.  iii.  8,  9,  and  concluded  in  prayer. 


Mr.  Samuel  Rust  on’s  call  to  the  miniflry  by  the  Church 
at  Hamflerly,  Durham. 

In  the  month  of  Sept.  1795,  the  church  upon  deliberation  at 
a  regular  meeting  agreed  to  call  Brother  Rufton,  to  exercife  his 
talents  before  the  church  alone ,  on  the  Lord’s-day  evenings. — 
With  this  he  complied.  From  the  flrft  he  was  approved  of;  but 
thefe  exercifes  were  continued  for  fix  or  feven  weeks,  in  order  to 
form  a  better  judgment,  and  that  all  the  members  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing.  The  lad  Friday  in  Odober  was 
obferved  as  a  day  of  pjayer  and  failing  on  that  account,  and  the 
pallor  delivered  a  fermon  pn  the  occafion.  After  folemn 
addreffes  to  God  for  diredion  and  ferious  deliberation,  the 
whole  church  unanimoufly  agreed  to  call  him  to  the  work  of  the 
miniflry ;  of  which,  after  due  confideration,  he  cheerfully- 
accepted.  On  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  8,  after  the  pallor  had 
afited  him  fome  queilions  in  the  behalf  of  the  church,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  whole  congregation,  to  which  he  made  a  fuitable 
reply,  the  churches  call  of  him  to  the  miniflry ,  to  preach  the  word 
and  baptize  thofe  who  were  proper  fubjedls ,  under  the  diredion  of 
the  church,  and  as  eligible  to  the  pailoral  office,  when  called  to 
it,  was  announced ,  of  which  he  modeilly  declared  his  approba¬ 
tion,  with  the  motives  which  influenced  him  to  give  up  his  fecular 
employment,  and  to  devote  his  time  and  talents  to  that  work.— 
After  folemn  prayer  to  God,  the  pallor  preached  a  fermon  from 
2  Tim.  iv.  on  the  vigilance,  patient  fortitude,  and  perfe- 
vering  diligence,  which  are  required  in  the  facred  miniflry.— 
May  the  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft  fend  forth  many  more 
faithful  labourers  into  his  harveft ! 


ASSOCIA- 


(  43+  ) 

associations. 


THE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  IN  ESSEX, 

for 

i  T I N  ER  ANT  AND  VILLAGE  P  RE  AC  RING, 


PLAN  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


T  ix  Meeting-,  held  at  Braintree,  Sept.  20,  1796,  the  Mim- 
JL  A  fters  and  MefFengcrs  of  idle  following  Baptift  Churches  be¬ 
ing  prefen t,  viz.  Langharn,  Colchefter,  Coggefnall,  Earls-Colne, 
Ridgewell,  Braintree,  Potter-ftreet,  and  Waltham  Abbey  : 

Maintaining  the  important  Dodrines  of.  Three  Equal  Perfons' 
in  the  Godhead  ;  Eternal  and  Perfonal  Eledion  ;  Original  Sin  ; 
Particular  Redemption  ;  Free  Juftiftcation  by  the  Imputed  Right- 
eaufnefs  of  Chrift ;  Efficacious  Grace  in  Regeneration  ;  the  Final 
Perfeverance  of  real  Believers ;  the  Refurredion  of  the  Dead  ; 
the  future  Judgment ;  the  Eternal  Happinefs  of  the  Righteous; 
and  the  Everlafting  Mifery  of  the  Impenitent ;  together  with 
the  Congregational  Order  of  the  Churches,  inviolably. 

Brother  John  Hutchings,  in  the  Chair. 


After  a  folemn  Prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  direction  in  the 
important  undertaking,  it  was  moved  and  refolved  : 

I.  That  an  Annual  Meeting  be  held  at  each  of  the  Affociated 
Churches,  in  rotation,  on  the  lad  Tuefday  and  Wednefd&y  in 
May  :  on  the  Tuefday,  to  meet  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
to  tranfad  the  bufmefs  of  the  Affiociation  5  and,  on  the  Wednefday, 
to  have  two  Sermons.  Public  woifhip  to  begin  at  half  an  hour 
after  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

II.  That  the  firft  Meeting  of  this  Affiociation  be  held  at 
Coggefnall.  Brother  Lanvill,  and  brother  Brown,  to  preach  : 
and,  in  cafe  of  failure,  brother  Trivett.  At  which  time,  the 
Minifters,  who  are  to  preach  at  the  next  General  and  Annual 
Meeting,  (hall  be  chofen  by  the  affociated  Brethren.  Put  ud  at 
the  Swan  Inn. 

III.  That,  as  the  grand  objed  of  this  Affiociation  is  the  fpread 
of  the  Gofpel  in  the  different  towns  and  villages  of  the  county : 
an  inquiry  fhall  immediately  be  made,  after  an  Itinerant 
Preacher  :  who  (together  with  the  neceffary  expenfes  attending 
Village-preaching,  by  fettled  Minifters)  fhall  be  paid  out  of  the 
General  Fund,  to  be  raifed  by  this  Affiociation. 

IV.  That  any  perfon  applying,  as  an  Itinerant  Preacher,  fhall 
be  a  Baptiffi,  and  fent  out  by  fome  regular  Baptift  Church  :  and 
that  every  fuch  perfon  fhall  apply  to  one  of  the  Minifters  belong- 
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ing  to  this  Affociation,  who  fhall  inform  the  reft  of  the  miniflers 
of  it,  and  alfo  appoint  a  day  for  their  meeting  at  Coggefhalh 
A  t  which  time  he  iliall  defire  the  candidate  to  attend  ;  who  will 
be  expected  to  preach  before  them,  and  to  produce  a  teftimoniaR 
to  his  moral  and  Chrillian  character,  from  two  or  more  miniflers, 
who  are  acquainted  with  his  life  and  converfation. 

V.  That  all  the  miniflers  in  this  affociation  be  confideredns  a 
general  committee,  to  examine  and  appoint  one  or  more  itinerant 
preachers,  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary  :  of  which  minifters,  five 
fhall  be  deemed  a  fufficient  number  to  fuperintend  this  bufmefs 
of  the  Affociation. 

VL  That  each  church  annually  appoint  two  meffengers  to 
attend  the  Affociation ;  who  fhall  collect  the  fubferiptions  in 
their  own  congregation  and  neighbourhood,  and  form  a  manag¬ 
ing  committee  ;  who  fhall,  from  among  themfelves,  choofe  a 
Treafurer,  and  a  Secretary  :  which  Committee  fhall  meet  for 
bufmefs,  whenever  it  fhall  be  neceffary ;  feven  of  whom,  with 
the  Treafurer  and  Secretary,  fhall  be  a  quorum. 

VII.  That,  as  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  will  be  attended 
with  confiderable  expenfc,  each  church  fhall  open  a  fubfeription, 
under  fuch  regulations  as  the  majority  of  its  members  may  judge 
moll  fuitable :  and  the  meffengers,  within  one  month  after  every 
quarter-day,  fhall  tranfmit  to  the  General  Secretary,  an  account 
of  all  monies  colle&ed ;  which  he  fhall  enter  into  a  book,  pro  vided 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  to  commence  within  one  month  after 
Michaelmas  next. 

VIII.  That  the  Secretary  fhall  fummon  the  committee  to  meet 
as  often  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  the  tranfa&ing  of  bufmefs, 
by  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  miniflers ;  who  fhall  inform  the  mef¬ 
fengers,  chofen  by  the  refpeflive  churches,  of  every  fuch  meeting. 

IX.  That,  until  the  general  meeting  in  May,  1797,  the  place 
.  for  tranfadling  any  bufmefs,  relative  to  the  Affociation,  be  at  Coggef- 

hall.  That  brother  Richard  Nice,  of  Ardly,  near  Colchefter, 
be  Treafurer;  and  brother  Richard  Patmore  (Angel-lane,  Col- 
chefler)  be  Secretary,  till  the  forefaid  general  meeting. 

X.  That  the  fmallefl  donation  from  any  perfon,  who  is  dif- 
poftd  to  promote  the  important  defign,  will  be  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  miniflers  of  the  affociated  churches. 

XI.  That  a  public  collection  be  made  at  each  place  where  the 
annual  Affociation  (hail  be  held,  in  order  to  affft  in  carrying  on 
the  pious  defign. 

XII.  That  the  meffengers  appointed  by  the  churches  fhall 
bring  an  account,  in  writing,  to  the  general  meeting  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Affociation,  every  year,  of  the  number  of  perfons 
added  ^  to  their  refpe&ive  churches ;  of  thofe  who  have  been 
on  milled  ;  and  of  the  deceafed  in  the  preceding  year  t  as  alfo, 
of  any  impor  tarn  event  that  has  taken  place  amorm  them,  and 
Cn  the  efforts  made  to  propagate  the  Gofpel  around  them. 

XIII.  The 
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%XiIT,  That  an  account  be  annually  publifhed,  of  all  monies'- 
collected,  and  of  all  dilburfements  made.  To  which  fhall  be 
annexed,  a  bnei  narrative  of  what  places  have  been  opened  for 
preaching  ;  what  oppoiition  has  been  made  to  the  pious  defign  ; 
what  apparent  iuccefsbas  attended  ;  what  alterations  have  taken 
place  in  the  ieveral  churches,  with  regard  to  additions,  difmif- 
lions,  exclufions,  or  deaths;  and  of  any  lingular  providential 
event,  reipehting  either  the  churches,  or  individuals,  in  their 
endeavours  to  propagate  the  knowledge  ct  Chnft  in  this  coun¬ 
ty  ;  to  which  narrative  fhall  be  fubjomed,  an  Exhortation  to 
Chrifti  an  Duty ;  drawn  up  by  the  miniller  of  the  church  where 
the  Alfociation  is  held.  The  ftrfl  account  and  narrative  to  be 
publilhed  with  all  convenient  expedition  after  the  general  meet¬ 
ing  in  May,  -  1  797.  Any  profits  arifing  from  the  fale  of  which, 
fhall  be  added  to  the  o-eneral  ftock. 

XIV.  rThat  the  church  where  the  annual  AfTociation  is  held, 
may  not  be  burdened,  every  perfon  fhall  bear  his  own  ex- 
penfes. 


XV.  If  through  ficknefs  of  the  pallor,  or  otherwife,  any 
church  in  this  Alfociation  Ihould  want  alfiltance,  fuch  church 
ihall  be  fupplied  once  a  fortnight  by  the  minifters  of  the  alfo- 
ciated  churches,  beginning  with  the  miniller  whofe  local  fitua- 
tion  is  neareft  to  the  deftitute  church  ;  and  fo  on,  according  to 
their  refpedlive  dillances  :  the  deflitute  church  giving  notice  to 
the  miniller,  whole  turn  it  may  be  to  afford  his  affillance. 

XVI.  That  the  Editor  of  The  Baptf  Annual  Re gfer,  and  the 
Gentlemen  concerned  in  editing  The  Evangelical  Magazine ,  be 
requelled  to  infert  the  preceding  articles  in  their  refpedlive 
publications.  * 


To  the  Churches  of  Chrif,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Particular  B  apt  if 

Denomination. 

That  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel  in  the  benighted  villages  of  our 
country,  is  an  objedl  of  great  importance,  will  not  be  denied  by 
any,  who,  for  a  moment,  confider  the  worth  of  immortal  fouls : 


*  The  Baptift  Churches  at  Harlow,  Saffron  Walden,  Burnham,  and 
the  Church  at  Haverhill,  at  our  firft  meeting  in  Aaguft  laft,  fignified  their 
willingnefs  to  unite  in  any  meafures  which  might  be  adopted  to  promots 
union  among  the  churches,  and  to  fpread  the  gofpel;  but,  by  fome  caufe 
unknown  to  us,  were  prevented  from  affording  their  afliftance  and  concur¬ 
rence  in  our  deliberations  and  refolves,  when  met  at  Braintree.  We  hope, 
however,  to  fee  their  Minifters  and  Meflengers  at  our  General  Meeting  in 
JVIay  next,  to  unite  with  ‘us  in  rhis  Aflociation.  Prior  to  which  General 
Meeting,  we  alio  hope,  that  they  will  exert  themlelves  to  the  utmoft,  in 
making  colledlions  for  the  benevolent  defign ;  and  that  each  of  their  Minif¬ 
ters  will  diligently  endeavour  to  fpread  the  gofpel  in  his  refpedlive  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 


becaufe 


FOR  itinerant  preaching. 


becaufe  the  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  to  every 
one  that  beheveih  it.  But  how  Jhall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard ?  and  hovo  Jhall  they  near  c without  a  preache)  . 

Various  of  our  fettled  minillers  have  done  lomething  in  this 
bufmefs,  by  preaching  in  the  villages  near  them,  and,  probably, 
would  have  done  more,  had  it  been  in  their  power;  but  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  annual  incomes  rendered  the  unavoidable  ex- 
penfes  attending  the  renting  and  regiitering  of  places  in  which 
to  preach,  the  hire  of  horfes,  and  fo  on,  too  great  for  them  to 
bear. 

Shall,  then,  an  object  of  fuch  importance  be  negle&ed,  be¬ 
caufe  of  a  few  difficulties  which  attend  it  ?  Would  not  fuch  a 
negleft  prove  that  our  hearts  are  not  in  the  caufe  of  C' hr  ill  ? 
Does  the  hufbandman  give  up  the  expe&ation  of  an  harvelt,  be¬ 
caufe  he  mull  bellow  both  labour  and  expenfe  in  order  to  obtain 
it?  Let  us  exert  curfelves  in  this  noble  caufe  :  for,  in  due  feafon, 
we  Jhall  reap ,  if  we  faint  not.  Who  knows,  whether  our  ex¬ 
ample  may  not,  in  this  cafe,  be  followed  by  our  brethren  in 
other  counties  ?  And  how  delightful  to  think  of  the  joyful  found 
of  falvation  by  grace,  being  heard  in  every  town  and  village 
throughout  the  land!  How  pleafing  to  behold  poor  finners 
fleeing  for  refuge ,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  them  in  the  gof- 
pel  of  divine  mercy  ! 

But  in  what  line  of  conduft  are  fuch  pleafing  effe£ls  to  be 
expelled ;  except,  by  minillers  exerting  themfelves  in  their 
refpe&ive  neighbourhoods ;  by  looking  out  and  employing 
itinerant  preachers,  that  are  evangelical,  zealous,  a£live,  pru¬ 
dent  ;  by  the  churches  uniting  to  afford  a  liberal  pecuniary  aid ; 
and  by  habitually  ardent  prayer  for  a  divine  bleffing  on  every 
mean  that  is  ufed  to  obtain  the  defired  end  ?  Who  knows  but 
our  brethren  in  London,  who  have  the  means  of  religious 
improvement  in  great  plenty,  may  feel  their  hearts  expand  with 
defire,  to  affifl  us  in  imparting  evangelical  truth  to  thofe  in  the 
country,  who  are  perifhing  for  lack  of  knowledge  ?  Should  any 
of  them  be  difpofed,  their  donations  will  be  thankfully  received. 

John  Hutchins,  Chairman. 


THE  NORTHERN  ASSOCIATION. 


Rev.  and  dear  Sir j 


Emfhill,  Sept.  22,  1796. 


I  here  inclofe  you  the  following  account  of  our  laft  affoci* 
ation  : 

The  churches  in  the  eaflern  diflridt  of  the  Northern  Asso¬ 
ciation  met  at  Newcaltle-ilpon-Tyne,  May  16,  17,  and  i3, 
1796. 

May  16,  four  o'clock.  The  meffengers  met  according  to 
appointment,  when  Brother  Rowland,  as  minifter  of  the  place, 
having  prayed,  was  appointed  moderator.  Then  the  letters  from 
May,  1 797.]  h  1 
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the  churches  were  read,  and  the  meeting  concluded  with  praye*' 
by  Brother  Filhwick.  The  churches  had  all  had  Tome  addition!* 
to  their  number,  and  were  rather  profperous  than  otherwife:  but 
we  fear  there  is  too  much  want  of  that  cordial  efleem  for  each 
Ouiei  as  brethren,  which  arifes  from  the  indwelling  prefence  and 
Powerful  influence  of  the  holy  fpirit,  and  which  is  the  beauty 
ornament,  and  glory  of  the.  religion  of  Chrifl.  Two  of  the 
churches  had  to  lament  being  without  fettled  paftors.  The 
church  at  Newcaftle,  in  particular,  lamented  the  death  of  Mr. 
Nhaw,  a  gifted  brother,  whofe  occafional  labours  had  been 
lo  ufeful  among  them  fince  the  death  of  Mr.  Skinner.  In  the 
evening,  at  feven  o’clock;  Brother  Whitfield  preached  from 
Pialm  cxxxvii.  1.  Upon  the  'manner  in  which,  and  the  reafons 
why,  thofe  who  truly  love  God  are  and  Jhould  he  ajfefted  with 
the  ft  ate  of  facial  religion  in  the  church  of  God. 

May  1 7,  half  pafl  ten  o'clock .  Brother  Ruflon,  a  member  of 
the  church  at  Hamfterly,  opened  public  worfhip  in  the  ufual 
way,  and  preached  from  Ads"  xxvi.  29.  Upon  the  genuine  benevo¬ 
lence  and  fpirit  of  true  religion,  the  religion  of  Jefus. 

At  half  pafl  two,  Mr.  Jones,  an  Independent  m miller,  from 
Durham,  opened  and  cr  ried  on  the  public  fervice,  and  preached 
from  Dan.  ii.  44.  Upon  the  nature,  fpirit uality,  and  perpetuity  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrifl.  We  met  again  for  public  worfhip  at  half 
pail  fix,  when  Brother  Whitfield  conducted  it,  and  preached 
from  1  John  i.  7.  Upon  the  holy  pr  aft  ice  and  gracious  privileges  cf 
believers. 

May  1 8.  The  meflengers  met  again  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  (when  many  of  the  members  of  the  church  alfo 
attended)  for  concluding  the  more  private  bufmefs  of  the  aflbci- 
ation  ;  Brother  Rowland  prayed  ;  and  fraternal  conference  and 
confutation  fucceeded.  The  particulars  which  concern  the 
churches  more  directly,  then  refolved  upon,  were 

That  the  next  affociation  be  held  at  Rowley,  in  Whitfun 
week. 


That  a  day  of  humiliation  fhall  be  kept  by  the  churches  in 
this  connexion  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  as  foon  as  the  harvefl 
is  got  in,  relative  to  the  Hate  of  the  churches  and  of  the  nation. 

That  each  church  in  the  connexion  fhall  cultivate  and  encou¬ 
rage  gifts  for  the  miniflry. 

That  the  churches  fhall  be  attentive  to  internal  difcipline,. 
and  endeavour  to  promote  preaching  and  the  fpread  of  religion, 
in  their  refpedtive  vicinities. 

That  Brother  Rowland  lhall  draw  up  the  circular  letter,  u  pox 

THE  NECESSITY  OF  NON-CONFORMITY  TO  THE  PRESENT 

world.  (This  has  been  done  accordingly,  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  churches.) 

Brother  Whitfield  concluded  the  meeting  with  exhortation 
and  prayer,  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  We  have  great  reafon  to 
lie  thankful  for  God’s  gracious  prefence  in  his  appointed  ways  : 
&nd  have  the  happinefs  to  fay,  that  the  whAe  was  conducted 

with 
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with  harmony,  and  in  peace  and  love.  May  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  fmile  upon  our  attempts  to  promote  his  dear  intered  in 
the  world.  To  him  be  glory  in  the  church  throughout  all 
ages,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  brother, 

Charles  Whit  field. 


Rc'V.  and  dear  Sir , 

I  tranfmit  to  you  the  following  brief  account  of  our  affocL 
ation,  hoping  it  may  in  fome  degree  ferve  the  intered  of  our 
dear  Redeemer,  and  caufe  his  faints  to  rejoice  that  he  is  hill 
bleffing  this  part  of  his  long-favoured  but  fmful  and  ungrateful 
ifle. 

THE  NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK 

ASSOCIATION. 

1796, 

Proceedings  of  the  Affociation  which  met  at  Wordead,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  on  Tuelday  and  Wednefday,  June  7th  and 
8th,  1796. 

Tuelday,  June  7th.  The  miniders  and  meffengers  of  the 
affociated  churches  affembled  at  Wordead.  1  it.  Sung  ciii. 
Pfalm,  third  part,  and  Brother  Beard  read  the  cxxii.  Pfalm. 

zdly.  Brother  Lark,  (a  meffenger)  prayed;  after  which  Bro¬ 
ther  Farmery  was  chofen  moderator,  and  the  letters  from  the 
different  churches  were  read.  The  date  of  the  churches  was 
as  follows : 


Churches. 

Added. 

Dead. 

Separ.  Redor. 

Difm. 

No. of 
Mem* 

I  Wordead 

23 

—  4 

—  1  — .  1 

-—0  — 

■  0  — 

■  175 

2  Claxton 

5 

—  4 

—  2  —  0 

1  — 

0  — 

89 

3  Ipfwich 

12 

—  3 

—  2  —  0 

—  0  — 

0  — 

■  13  a 

4  Difs 

47 

—  1 

—  3  —  0 

—  0  — 

1  — 

130 

5  Dereham* 

3 

—  0 

—  0  —  1 

—  0  — 

1  0  —  35 

3dly.  Confulted  about  carrying  on  the  affociation  another 
year.  The  Wordead  church  objecting  againft  making  yearly 
collections  according  *to  the  articles  of  the  affociation,  the 
remaining  churches  determined  to  proceed  upon  the  prefent  plan, 
and  gave  the  Wordead  church  two  months  to  condder  it. 

4thly.  Sung  429th  Hymn,  Dr.  Rippon’s  Sele&ion.  Brother 
Beard  read  the  circular  letter  on  Hope  in  God,  which  was 
approved,  and  figned  by  the  moderator,  and  a  copy  of  it  fent  to 
each  church. 

5 thly.  Brother  Thompfon  (a  meffenger)  concluded  in  prayeK 

*  Two  members  from  this  church  gone  to  America. 

l  1  2  Wednefdayt 


I 


I 
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,  Wednefday,  June  8th.  The  worfhip  of  God  be^an  at  ten 
o’clock.  (Sung,)  and  Brother  Ridley  prayed.  (Sung,)  and  Brother 
Hall  p. cached  from  Pfalms  cxix.  140.  Brother  Farmery  prayed 
(Sung,)  and  Brother  Hupton  preached  from  Afts  iv.  1 2.  (Sung  ) 

and  Mr.  Tnvett  concluded  in  prayer.  The  hymns  fung  were 
choien  out  of  your  Selection. 

Evening  began  at  half  after  fix.  (Sung,)  and  Mr.  Hook 
prayed.  (Sung,)  and  Brother  Ridley  preached  from  2d  Kings, 
vm.  13.  (Sung,)  and  Mr.  Caddy,  lately  fent  out  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
church  at  Shelfanger,  concluded  in  prayer. 

The  following.  Sir,  refers  to  the  date  of  the  different  churches 
which  I  here  fubjoin,  as  I  perceive  fome  traces  of  the  like 
nature  in  the  Regifer  : 

or  ft  e  ad.  The  houfe  of  God  well  attended  ;  many  feem  inquir¬ 
ing  the  way  to  Sion ;  have  kept  up  monthly  meetings  for 
prayer  :  hope  they  have  been  refrefned  by  the  fame,  finding 
it  good  to  wait  on  the  Lord. 

Claxton.  Are  in  peace  among  themfelves,  and  in  a  profperous 
date;  many  flocking  to  hear  the  word  of  life;  have  obferved 
monthly  meetings  for  prayer,  as  agreed  at  the  lad  aflociation. 
Ipfivich.  Exprefled  caufe  for  humiliation  and  much  for  rejoic¬ 
ing  ;  wifh  for  a  greater  degree  of  ferioufnefs  and  diligence  in 
fpiritual  duties,  and  a  more  enlarged  zeal  for  God  ;  bleflings 
of  which  they  hope  they  are  not  wholly  deditute  ;  rejoice  at 
the  profpedl  of  the  gofpel’s  fpreading  in  foreign  lands  ;  are 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  and  under  the  pleafing  neceflity  of 
enlarging  their  place  of  worfhip. 

Difs.  Are  in  a  profperous  date  ;  have  called  Brother  Rud  to 
the  work  of  the  minidry  ;  and  reafonably  hope  he  will  be 
made  a  blefling  to  the  church  of  God. 

Dereham.  Are  in  peace  and  love,  but  lament  the  dark  difpen- 
fation  they  are  under,  not  having  enjoyed  the  labours  of  their 
beloved  pador  for  lix  weeks,  he  being  ill  in  London  ;  folicit 
the  aflidance  of  the  aflbeiating  miniders,  during  this  afflictive 
providence. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  pleafmg,  and,  we  hope,  a  profitable 
aflociation. 

The  next  meeting  to  be  held  (God  willing)  at  Difs,  in  Nor¬ 
folk.  Brethren  Beard  and  Denham  to  preach  ;  in  cafe  of  failure. 
Brother  Kupton.  To  meet  on  the  flrfl  Tuefday  in  June,  1797. 
To  put  up  at  the  King’s  Head,  and  to  be  there  bv  twelve  o’clock* 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  afteftionate  brother, 

James  Beard. 

Worfead,  1796, 

— - - — - ,  - — 

>  The  Y  ork  and  Lancashire  Association  of  twenty 

churches,  aflembled  at  Ackrington,  in  Lancafliire,  on  the  18th. 
and  19th  of  May,  1796. 

Wednefday 
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Wednefday  afternoon,  met  at  two  o’clock.  Brother  Pilling 
opened  the  meeting  with  finging  and  prayer.  Brothe  Hyde 
preached  from  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  Having  a  form  of  go  dime f ,  but 
denying  the  power  thereof  ;  and  concluded  the  fervice  by  finging 
and  prayer.  IVIet  again  at  fix  o  clock.  Brother  i  filing  \\'ds 
chofen  moderator,  and  began  by  prayer.  The  letters  from  the 
feveral  churches  were  read.  The  circular  letter.  On  the 

EVIDENCE  AND  BLESSEDNESS  OF  THE  PRESENCE  OF 

God  with  his  people,  being  then  read  by  Brother  Lit¬ 
tle  wood,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Seivice 
clofed  with  prayer. 

Thurfday ,  Brother  Honey  wood  read  62  chap,  of  Ifaiah,  and 
prayed.  Brother  Aihworth  preached  from  Pfalm  Ixviii.  Thou 
haft  afcended,  &c.  and  Brother  Fawcett  from  Pfalm  lxxxvii.  3. 
Glorious  things  are  fpoken  oj  thee ,  O  city  of  (rod.  Li  other  Litti*.- 
wood  clofed  by  prayer.  Met  again  at  three  in  the  afternoon  ; 
and  agreed. 

That  the  fubjed  of  the  next  letter  be  Providence  ;  and 
that  it  be  drawm  up  by  Brother  Fawcett.  _ 

That  the  next  affociation  be  held  at  Gilderfome,  (not  on  the 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday  as  ufual,  but)  on  the  1  uefday  and 
Wednefday,  in  Whitfun-week  ;  and  that  the  following  minifiers 
be  requeued  to  preach,  viz.  Brother  Littlewood,  Brother  Hirft, 
and  Brother  Fawcett  ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure.  Brothers  Wade, 
Langdon,  and  Sharpe. 

Put  up  at  the  White  Florfe. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  it  appears,  that  in  the  afiociated 
churches  22  members  have  been  removed  by  death  ;  3  diftnififed  ; 

1 1  excluded  ;  2  received  by  letters  of  admifiion  ;  75  added  on  a 
profeffion  of  faith. 

The  Western  Association  of  forty-two  churches,  met 
at  Exeter,  Devon,  May  25  and  26,  1796. 

Wednefday  afternoon,  met  at  three.  Brother  Cox  prayed ; 
Brother  Ryland  was  chofen  moderator  :  read  the  preliminaries  of 
the  affociation,  and  then  the  letters  from  the  churches,  which  filled 
up  the  time  till  near  fix  o’clock,  when  Brother  Rowles  concluded 
in  prayer.  At  feven  in  the  evening  met  again,  Brother  Porter, 
of  Bath,  prayed  ;  and  Brother  Francis,  of  Horfeley,  preached, 
from  Rev.  i.  3.  Blejfed  is  he  who  readeth,  and  they  who  hear  the 
words  of  this  prophecy l  and  keep  thofe  things  which  are  written 
therein  :  and  clofed  in  prayer. 

Thurfday  morning  at  fix.  Met  for  prayer,  in  which  fervice 
the  following  minifters  engaged ;  Brother  Willey,  of  Dart¬ 
mouth;  Brother  Braker,  of  Hatch  ;  Brother  Davis,  at  prefent 
affifiant  to  Brother  Dawfon,  of  Lyme  ;  and  Brother  Lyon,  who 
preaches  at  Salt-Afh.  Received  the  fubferiptions  for  the  affooi- 
aticn  fund,  amounting  to  63I.  12s.  6d.  and  diftributed  Bums 
amounting  to  661.  ^s,  to  the  fupport  of  aged  and  infirm  minif- 

l  1  3  ters* 
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tcrs,  and  to  other  minifters  in  ftraight  circumftances,  with  We 

Zt  1  t  /  ,  J  Preached  fi0™  2  Cor-  is.  18.  But  we  al,  With 

open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs ,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  m 

ItTotd  m%  image'(r0m  Z1P  t0  gl*r/h  the  Jpirit  of 

ft:  if  fr  FranC1S  then  read  the  let£er  £o  the  churches 

rr  iC/  Fe  Fad  been  requeiled  to  draw  up,  indead  of  Brother 
Hughes,  who  was  abfent,  and  wifhed  to  decline  that  fervce  on 
account  of  his  removal  from  Bridol  to  Batterfea,  near  London. 

JL  jCr  bb01*bey  then  prayed,  and  the  congregation  being  dif- 
mnled,  the  minifters  and  meffengers  expreffed  their  unanimous 
approbation  of  the  letter,  direded  the  moderator  to  fign  it  on 
1  el1  bebalf,  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
churches.  At  three  m  the  afternoon  the  meeting  began  with 
prayer  by  Brother  Birt,  and  Brother  Ryland  preached  from 
oiea  vn.  g,  latter  clau-fe.  Grey  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon 
him,  and  he  knoweth  it  not.  After  he  had  clofed  in  prayer,  the 
members  of  the  affociation  hopped,  and  agreed  to  receive  the 
church  at  Launceftone,  in  Cornwall,  into  the  affociation,  3aree~ 
ably  to  their  requeft  by  letters  and  meffengers.  The  moderator 
then  ended  the  bulinefs  of  the  affociation  by  a  fhort  prayer.  But 
another  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening,  when  Brother  Penn 
prayed,  and  Brother  Horfey,  of  Portfea,  preached  from  Lam.  i. 
i6.  Far  theft  things  1  weep,  mine  eye ,  mine  eye  runneth  down  with 
water ,  becauf  the  Comforter  who  jhould  relieue  my  foul  is  far  from 
me.  All  the  fervices  were  attended  with  finging  at  proper  intervals, 

It  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  to  recommend  to  all  the  churches, 
days  of  fading  and  prayer,  on  account  of  the  fins  of  the  nation,' 
and  the  dreadful  judgment  of  war. 

Agreed  to  hold  die  next  affociation  at  Bath,  Brother  Benjamin 
Francis,  and  Brother  Rowles  to  preach ;  in  cafe  of  failure.  Bro¬ 
ther  Horfey  and  Brother  Saffery.  To  meet  fir  ft  at  three  o’clock, 
on  the  W ednefday  in  the  Whitfun  week,  1797.  Brother  Ryland 
to  draw  up  the  next  circular  letter. 

At  Bath,  put  up  at  the  Chriftopher. 

State  of  the  churches  belonging  to  the  affociation  in  the  pad  year, 
a  By  baptifm  on  prefefiion  of  faith  -  ^ 

Received  -J  By  letter  from  other  churches 
c  Redored  after  exclufion 
Added 

r  By  death  - 

Removed  q  By  difmifiion  to  other  churches 
v  By  exclufion  - 

Diminifhed  r  - 

Clear  increafe  -r  *• 


re  pad  year, 

161 

10 

1 

173 

81 

*9 

22 

122 

5a 
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The  Northampton  Association  of  twenty-four 
churches,  aftembled  at  St.  Albans,  May  30,  and  June  1,  2,  ip  >. 

Tut  [day  evening,  fix  o’clock.  Brother  Gill,  mrnnter  of  Te 
place/ beA-an  in  prayer— was  chofen  moderator.  Letters  from  the 
churches  °were  read,  their  contents  minuted,  and  the  meeting 

clofed  with  prayer  by  Brother  Cave. 

Wednefday  morning  at  fix,  prayers  were  oftereu  up  by  brethren 
Heighton,  Bayne,  Simmons,  Read,  Evans,  and  A  atts.  ridlt 
paft^ten.  Brother  Crapps  began  public  worfhip  m  prayer; 
Brother  Sutcliffe  delivered  the  exordium  ;  the  find  fermon  by 
Brother  Blundel,  from  Eph.  i.  9,  10.  Having  made  known  unto 
us  the  my  fiery  of  his  will ,  &c.  1  he  fecond  fermon  by  Brother 

Fuller,  from  Heb.  v.  12,  13,  14*  For  when  for  the  tune  ye  ought 
to  be  teachers ,  ye  have  need  that  one  teach  you  again ,  which  be  the 
firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God ,  tic.  Brother  Morns  con¬ 
cluded  the  opportunity  in  prayer.  In  the  afternoon  the  mini  - 
ters  and  meftengers  retired  ;  the  circular  letter  produced  by  bro¬ 
ther  Blundel,  ON  THE  DUTY  OF  CHURCHES,  RESPECTING 
THE  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS,  Was  then, 

infoe&ed,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Evening,  at 
fix,"  Brother  Thomas,  of  Devonfhire-fquare,  prayed.  Brother 
Sutcliffe  oreached  from  Phill.  i.  2 1 .  For  to  me  to  live  is  Chrifty 
and  concluded  in  prayer.  After  public  worfhip.  Brother  Fuder 
was  unanimoufly  requeued  to  print  his  fermon  on  the  importance 
of  a  deep  and  intimate  knowledge  of  divine  truth ,  and  Brother  Sut¬ 
cliffe  to  prepare  the  next  years  circular  letter— On  the  divi¬ 
nity  of  the  Christian  religion.  ^  #  .  . 

Thurfday  morning  at  fix,  Brother  Blundel  prayed  ;  the  minif- 
ters  communicated  their  religious  experience  ;  adjufteci  the  bun- 
nefs  of  the  affociation  fund,  and  the  meeting  clofed  in  prayer  by 
the  moderator. 


Added 


State  of  the  Churches. 

r  Upon  a  profeftion  of  faith 
3  By  letters  of  recommendation 
(  Reftored  after  excluhon 


U9 

5 

3 

147  added. 


r  By  death 

3  ! 


2© 


) 


Diminifhed  \  DifmifTion  to  other  churches  5  j  50  diminifhed 


i  Exclusion 


25 


97  clear  increafe. 

Number  of  communicants  in  all  the  churches  1722. 

The  next  affociation  to  be  held  at  Leicefler,  on  Tuefday, 
Wednefday,  and  Thurfday,  in  the  firft  week  after  Whitfun 
week.  Brethren  Hopper  and  Gill  to  preach. 

Put  up  at  the  Blue  Bell,  Humberftone-Gate, 
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sffemWed^t  Beffidl\  pSEX  Association  of  eleven  churches, 
7  r  /  at,J3effelliJ  Green. Kent,  the  7th  and  8th  of  June,  i7Q6 

o-cS?’irfngerS,0f  ^  kveral .churches  met  at  tteee 
of  i.  Theflalonians,  nnd  Then  prayed  «£?  Id 

moderator  having  read  ,]„  ^^5*? 

Increafe,  one. 

Public  worlhip  began  again  at  feven  o’clock.  (Sung).  Brother 

i  CorPxvec8PraIsd’  (S“pg\  Br°ther  Atwood  preached  from 

wJ  7'  (  "K)  Brother  Coe  concluded  in  prayer. 

man  rt  7  71  r‘  fiveo,olock,whenthebrethrenWeather- 

Draver  Tl  ’  J?hn1fon»  ren7>  Scott,  and  Davies,  engaged  in 

deDutpd  J  W  C’rCU‘ar  Letter  whlch  Brother  Atwood  had  been 
eputed  to  prepare,  on  communion  with  God,  was  read 

churchef  °VAd’  T  ,°rder.ed  t0  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
churches.  Agreed  that  the  next  Affociation  be  held  at  Folk- 

one,  Kent,  on  the  foil  Tuefday  and  Wednefday  in  June,  1707 

o  put  up  at  the  Rofe  Inn.  _  A  motion  was  made  and  agreed  to’ 

f7  7  the  £uture  n0  hot  dinner  be  provided  at  any  Affociation 
ior  the  meffengers.  Agreed  that  the  minifters  appointed  to 
p.  eacn  do  officiate  according  to  the  order  of  their  Handing  in  the 

Siw  1  nj  Perior‘s  Preach  next  year  are  brethren  Stanger, 
Middleton  and  Knott  ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  brethren  Humphrey, 

G°e  ar>d  Coppmg.  the  Alternation  to  commence  at  two  o’clock 
on  I  ueiday.  The  moderator  then  concluded  in  prayer.  Met 
again  at  half  pail  nine  o’clock.  (Sung).  Brethren  Allen  and 
Matthews  piayed.  Brother  Stanger  propofed  that  a  Committee 
be  formed  to  take  into  confideration  whether  any  thing  can  be 
done  to  affift  each  other  in  preaching  the  gofpel  'in  the  villages, 
which  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  brethren  Purdy,  Stanger  and 
Knott  are  to  compofe  the  fame,  ' 

.Refolved,  That  an  hour  be  fpent  at  our  annual  meetings,  by 
feme  brother  or  brethren,  in  relating  his  or  their  experience,  and 
our  iemor  brethren  in  the  miniilry  are  requeued  to  bep-in.  The 
moderator  concluded  with  prayer.  ° 

Public  worlhip  began  at  half  pall  ten  o’clock.  (  Sums)  Bro¬ 
ther  Ovington  prayed.  (Sung).  Brother  Booker  preached  from 
the  fecond  of  John,  v.  10,  1 1,  (Sung).  Brother  Morris  con- 
ciuded  in  prayer.  Met  again  at  half  pah  three.  (Sung).  Bro¬ 
ther  Caffyn  prayed.  It  was  agreed  that  the  obfervation  of  the 
annual  fah-day,  the  firli  Wednefday  in  November,  and  the 
monthly  prayer  meeting  for  the  revival  of  religion,  the  downfal 
of  antichrift,  and  the  fpreading  of  the  gofpel,  be  further  recom¬ 
mended  to  our  Churches.  Alfo,  that  brother  Copping  do  write 
t  e  next  Ciicular  Letter.  Brother  Purdy  related  his  experience, 

and 
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and  then  concluded  in  prayer,  and  difmiffed  the  aflembly. — 
Evening  fervice.  (Sung).  Brother  Upton  prayed.  (Sung). — 
Brother  Knott  preached  from  Pfalm  Ixxi.  16.  Sung  a  parting 
hymn,  and  brother  Shrewsbury  concluded  in  prayer  and  difmif- 
fed  the  congregation. 

P.  S.  Two  brethren  have  been  called  into  the  miniftry  this 
year  by  the  church  at  Folkilone,  Edward  Burton  and  Samuel 
Bordingham ;  we  wiih  them  God  i'peed.  From  Brighton,  we  learn 
that  one  of  the  perfons  who  fell  into  the  error  of  Univerfal 
Refloration,  and  was  excluded,  had  been  redored  to  the  church 
and  on  his  dying-bed  declared  his  abhorrence  of  the  error,  and 
died  very  happy. 


M  iNUTES 


OF 


THE  THREE  PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONS, 
IN  THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  WALES, 

In  the  Tea?'  1796, 


I. 


SOUTH-EAST  ASSOCIATION. 


THE  South-Eaft  AiTociation  met  at  Blaenau,  Monmouth- 
fhire,  on  the  id  and  2d  of  June,  1796. 

^  The  folemnity  began  Wednefday  morning  about  nine  :  the 
xlvth  Pfalm  was  read  ;  then  the  brethren  DUJowell  and  James 
Harris  prayed.  After  fmging,  brother  David  Lewis  preached  in 
Welfh,  from  Matt.  v.  2,— and  brother  James  Williams,  of  Rod, 
in  Englifh,  from  1  Cor.  xv.  25,26.  He  concluded  in  prayer; 
adjourned  for  about  two  hours. 


adjourned  for  about  two  hours. 

Met  again  ,  brothei  J.  Flier  and  brother  D.  Evans  prayed 
id  brother  J.  Hughes,  of  Briftol,  preached  in  Enylifli,  frou 


and  brother  J.  nugnes,  or  r> nitoi,  pre^ncu  m  jmgmn,  trom 
Afts  xvi.  30,  3 1,  and  brother  Z.  Thomas,  from  2  Con  ii.  15,  16 
in  Welfh :  then  he  concluded  in  prayer. 

The  Letters  from  the  churches  to  the  AiTociation  were  read 
then  the  brethren  William  Jones  and  George  Watkins*  prayed 
and  the  multitude  were  difmifTed.  ^  1  J 

Met  Thurfday  morning  about  eight;  brother  Morgan  Evans 
prayed  ;  the  following  articles  were  agreed  upon: 

1.  That  in  future  the  churches  jhallbe  under  no  obligation 
to  provide  accommodations  for  any  befides  minifters  and  rnef- 
fengers. 

2.  To 


I 
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2.  Toaclvife  the  churches  to  draw  up  their  letters  fliort ; 
otherwife  they  will  not  be  fo  acceptable  to  the  Affociation. 

3.  To  encourage  the  churches  to  affid  Llanwenarth  church, 
towards  defraying  the  expenfes  of  building  their  meeting-houfe 
at  Llangynydr ;  and  to  fend  their  bounty  by  the  meffengers  to 
the  next  Affociation. 

4.  Brother  Miles  Edwards  to  draw  up  the  next  Circular  Letter, 
explaining  Hy pocrisy. 

5.  T  he  next  Affociation  to  be  at  Trofnant,  on  the  frfc  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thurfday  in  June  ;  and  the  brethren  j.  Jones,  J.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  and  j.  Lewis  to  preach.  The  Letters  to  be  read  on 
Thurfday  morning. 

6.  To  obferve  the  Wednesday  month  after  the  Affociation,  as 
a  day  of  prayer  and  humiliation,  on  account  of  the  various  calls 
thereto,  in  church  and  date. 

The  whole  concluded  in  prayer  by  brother  M.  Edwards. 

DAVID  LEWIS,  Moderator. 

[The  fubjedl  of  this  Letter,  which  was  fixed  laff  year,  viz. 

HONESTY  AND  RIGHTEOUS  DEALING  BETWEEN  MAN 

and  man,  is  founded  upon  Luke  xvi.  10,  1 1,  and  i  Peter  ii.  12. 
It  is  handled  in  a  plain,  forking,  yet  concife  manner.] 

Number  of  churches  twenty-two.  Four  without  any  addi¬ 
tion.  The  greateft  number  added  to  any  one  church  is  twenty- 
live. 


To  fix  others 

above  ten  each 

but  under  twenty. 

Baptized,  - 

-  -  167 

Dead,  -  -  - 

46 

RMlored,  - 

I 

» 

Excluded, 

64 

Diimiffed,  -  - 

1 

180 

1 1 1 

Increafe, 

69. 

II. 

SOUTH-WEST  ASSOCIATION. 

The  South- Weil  Affociation,  at  Rhydwilim,  Carmarthen- 
fhire,  met  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June. 

Met  on  Tuefday  at  two,  P.  M.  The  folemnity  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  prayer  by  the  brethren  Morgan  Rees  and  Richard 
Michael:  then  the  Letters  were  read ;  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  churches  in  general  were  in  peace ;  and  forne  additions 
had  been  made  to  all  but  two,  and  that  one  church  was  newly 
incorporated.  The  number  of  churches  was  twenty-nine.  Fhe 
greated  additions  lad  year,  to  different  churches,  were  32,  35, 
40,  and  42.  Nine  others  had  ten  or  more  added,  and  thirteen 
had  an  increafe  of  nine  or  under.  Some  of  the  Churches  veie 
without  any  padors  among  them  to  adminider  ordnances ,  in 
/  tv  other 


1 
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other  churches  feveral  were  ordained  lad  year.  The  Letters 
being  read,  brother  David  Richard  preached  from  Phil.  i.  6, 
Being  confident.  Sec. — and  brother  David  Davis  from  2  Kings 
ii.  14.  Where  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah?  The  work  of  the  day 
was  concluded  in  prayer  by  brother  Thomas  Evans.  Adjourned 
to  next  morning. 

Met  vRedneiday  morning  at  nine.  The  brethren  Benjamin 
Davis,  of  Cilfowyr,  and  Z.  Thomas  prayed,  and  brother  W,  Wil¬ 
liams  preached  in  Welih,  from  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  For  we  preach ,  &c. 
and  brother  John  Jones,  in  Welih,  from  John  viii.  32,  And  ye 
fall  know ,  See.  The  opportunity  was  concluded  in  prayer  — 
Adjourned  for  refrefhment. 

Met  again  foon,  brother  William  Price  read  2  Peter  i. 
and  prayed  ;  then  brother  Daniel  Jones  preached,  in  Englifh  and 
Welin,  from  Lleb.  xii.  24,  And  to  f e jus.  Sec.  And  brother 
I  imothy  i  nomas  from  Rev.  iii.  7,  And  to  the  Angel,  Sec.  And 

the  work  of  the  day  was  clofed  by  prayer  and  praife.  Adjourned 
to  next  morning. 

Met  Phurfday  morning  at  eight ;  brother  Daniel  Davis 
prayed,  and  a  chapter  was  read;  then  brother  William  Richards 
readL  the  Circular  Letter.  After  that,  the  following  articles  were 
coniidered  and  agreed  upon  : 

1.  To  admit  the  churches  of  Neath*,  LI wyn-Dafydd,  and 
Blaenau-Glyntawe,  as  members  of  this  AfTociation. 

2.  To  permit  the  church  at  Aberyftwyth  to  apply  to  the 
lifter  churches  for  aftiftance,  in  ere&ing  a  new  meetino--houfe, 
it  being  much  wanted. 

r  3.  io  have  the  Afiociation  next  year  at  Penpont,  on  the 
fecond  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June;  and  brother  B.  Phillips 
to  preach,  or  otherwife,  brother  B.  Davies ;  and  alio  the  brethren 
J.  Llier  and  J,  Jones.  The  meffengers  to  meet  at  two,  P.  M.  on 
Tuefday,  to  read  their  Letters. 

4-  Fo  keep  a  day  of  humiliation  and  thankfgivino-  on  the 
Wednefday  month  after  the  AfTociation. 

Signed  by  the  Moderator, 


W.  WILLIAMS. 

[The  fubjeft  infifted  upon  in  this  Letter  is,  t  h  s  necessity, 

PROPRIETY,  AND  EXPEDIENCY  OF  READING  T  El  F,  HOLY 

scripture,  as  a  very  important  part  of  public  worfhip.— 
Twelve  reafons  or  arguments  are  produced,  to  prove  the  folem- 
mty  of  the  fubjeft  :  and  hints  given,  that  reading  the  word  of 
God  is  too  little  attended  to  in  fome  places.  It  is  further  added 
that  Sunday  Scnools  (lo  called),  fhould  be  encouraged,  in  order 
fo  enable  the  poorer  clafs  to  read  the  word  of  eternal  life.] 


*  Neath  was  before  in  the  South-Eaft  Affociati 


tion. 


Baptized 


<98  WELSH  ASSOCIATIONS,  1796. 


Baptized, 

Reftored, 


t 


~  339 
“  54 


Dead,  -  - 

Excluded,  - 
Difmiiled,  - 


393 

Increafe,  253. 


-  52 

-  71 

-  17  * 


ipo 


III. 

NORTH  WALES  ASSOCIATION. 

The  North  Wales  afiociation  at  Glyn,  Denbighihire,  29th 
and  30th  of  June. 

Prayers  and  fupplications  by  the  Brethren  Hugh  Williams, 
and  James  Harris,  introduced  the  folemnity,  and  a  portion  of 
tiie  holy  fcripture  was  read ;  then  Brother  John  Reynolds 
preached  from  Ph.Hl.  iii.  1.  and  Brother  John  Palmer,  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  in  Englifn,  from  Mark  viii.  2.  frit  part ;  the  opportunity 
was  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  Evan  Evans.  Adjourned  for 
refrefhment.  Met  in  the  afternoon  :  Brother  John  Hughes  prayed  ; 
a  chapter  was  read;  then  Brother  Chriffmas  Evans  preached 
from  John  xvi.  8 — 12.  Brother  Timothy  Thomas  from  John  x. 
10.  latter  part ;  and  Brother  J.  Jones  from  John  xx.  31.  Pie 
concluded  the  work  of  the  day  in  prayer.  Adjourned  to  next 
morning. 

Met  according  to  appointment.  Brother  W.  Williams,  of 
Horeb,  prayed,  and  Brother  Chriflmas  Evans  was  chofen  mode- 
rator;+  the  letters  from  the  churches  were  read,  which  gave 
very  comfortable  informations ;  though  not  without  the  mention 
of  fome  forrowful  occurrences.  The  harvell  is  great ;  and 
feveral  faithful  labourers  are  raifed  up  of  late  years.  The  Bre¬ 
thren  Hugh  Williams  and  Edmund  Francis  have  been  fet  apart 
for  the  work  of  the  miniffry,  by  the  church  at  Ebenezer,  in 
Anglefea ;  Brother  William  Roberts,  by  the  church  at  Salem, 
in  Ca rnar von fh ire,  and  Brother  Evan  Evans,  at  Horeb,  111 
the  fame  county.  The  number  of  churches  in  this  affcciation, 
this  year,  is  ten.  Three  new  churches  were  formed  and  incor¬ 
porated  in  that  country  after  the  affociation,  in  the  month  of 


Aug-uil. 

O 


By  the  letters  it  appears,  that  the  greateft  number  of 


*  Some  of  them  were  difmiiled  to  America, 
p  For  a  long  feries  of  years  paft  it  was  a  kind  or  an  efiablilhed  cufiom 
in  the  Principality,  and  alfo  in  the  w^eft  of  England,  that  the  minifter  fixed 
on  to  preach  thefirfi  fermon  at  the  affociation,  fnould  be  moderator;  another 
commonly  preached  the  preceding  evening;  and  in  Wales,  of  late,  two 
preached,  if  time  admitted.  But  this  year,  after  confutation  in  the  South, 
it  was  agreed,  that  it  would  be  better  for  each  affociation  to  choote  their  ov.  n 
moderator  at  the  time.  The  North  afiociation  followed  this  opinion  in 
clioofmg  Brother  Chriflmas  Evans, 


members 
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members  added  to  any  one  of  thefe  churches,  was  30  ;  one  of 
the  ten  churches  was  a  new  fociety,  confiding  of  forty-four 
members  lately  baptized.  Each  of  the  ten  churches  had  fome 
addition.  On  confultation  it  was  agreed, 

1/  To  receive  the  laid  new  church  into  the  connexion. 

2.  To  admit  the  brethren  at  Tyddyn-Shon,*  to  apply  to  the 
churches  for  alfidance,  towards  defraying  the  expenfes  of  erect¬ 
ing  their  meeting-houfe. 

3.  To  have  the  next  alTociation  at  the  new  chapel  in  Anglefea, 
011  the  lad  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  in  June  ;  where  the  bre¬ 
thren  Zacharias  Thomas,  Daniel  Jones,  and  John  Edwards  are 
expe&ed  to  preach.  The  elders  and  meffengers  are  defired  to 
meet  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  to  read  the  letters.  The  whole 
folemnity  concluded  in  prayer  by  Brother  Morris  Jones. 


Christmas  Evans,  Moderator. 
John  Jones,  Secretary. 


Baptized 


1 1 8  Dead 
8  Excluded 


9 

24 

3 


Pvedored 


Received  by  letter 


1  |  Difmided 


36 


12  7 


Increafe 


In  the  three  conventions  they  fang  at  proper  intervals.  This 
convention  omitted  to  publidi  a  circular  letter  this  year,  by- 
agreement. 


Churches. 


Increafe. 


South  Ead  22 

South  Wed  29 

North  Walesf  10 


29  253  M1 3  increafed  in  the  whole. 

10  91  ) 


61  churches  in  the  three  alfociations. 


It  was  agreed  at  Glyn,  That  no  more  than  three  miniders  at 
the  alTociation  fhall  preach  ;  one  the  preceding  evening,  and  two 
the  following  morning  ;  then  the  afternoon  for  the  miniders  and 
meffengers  to  converfe  and  confult  upon  what  may  appear  necef- 
fary  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches. 

*  This  is  one  of  the  three  new  churches  formed  in  Augud  1796,  which 
made  thirteen  churches  in  the  North,  befides  that  excluded ;  and  one  in 
Montgomery  (hire,  which  is  in  the  South  Ead  alTociation  ;  and  Wrexham, 
which  was  never  in  the  connexion. 

f  One  church  in  the  North,  not  of  thefe  ten,  was  excluded  from  the 
annual  and  quarterly  meetings,  for  irregularities. 


THE 


(  5°o  } 


THE 

OBIT  U  A  R  Y. 


Mr.  Abel  Edwards,  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Church  at  the 
Weljh  Neck,  Fedee,  South  Carolina. 

‘R.  ABEL  EDWARDS,  fon  of  the  late  Rev. 
JL  J°h'iua  Edwards,  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  in 
the  year  1739  ;  and  when  about  ten  years  old, "came  with 
his  lather  to  South  Carolina.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Wales,  was  efteemed  a  pious,  benevolent  man,  and  was 
confiderably  bleffed  in  his  minifterial  labours.  He  died  in 
a  good  old  age,  and  was  interred  in  the  burying  ground 
at  the  Welih  Neck.*  Mr.  Abel  Edwards,  in  the  early 
part  of  life,  attained  a  comfortable  hope  of  his  intereft 
in  Chrift,  was  baptized  by  his  father,  and  joined  the 
church,  under  his  care,  at  Cafhaway.  The  direct  means 
of  the  awakening,  which  terminated  in  his  conversion, 
were  the  converfation  and  advice  of  that  worthy  mini- 
Rer  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Rev.  John  Gano.  In  the  year 
1761,  Mr.  Edwards  was  received,  by  letter,  into  the 
W elih  Neck  Church,  of  which  he  continued  a  refpected 
and  ufeful  member,  till  his  death.  Soon  after  his  union 
with  this  fociety,  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Douthy,  a  young 
widow,  by  whom  he  had  many  children,  but  of  t-hefe  only 
three  furvived  him  to  mourn  his  death.  In  the  year  1777, 
he  was  called  to  the  Deacon’s  office,  in  which  he  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  to  universal  acceptance.  The  peculiar 
attention  he  paid  to  the  various  duties  of  his  ftation,  the 
decorum  that  he  obferved,  and  the  cheerfulnefs  he  mani- 
fefted  in  performing  them,  could  not  fail  of  endearing 


*  Rev.  Joffiua  Edwards  was  born  in  Pembrokeffiirc,  in  South  Wales, 
February  n,  1703-4,  came  to  Pennfylvania,  and  was  baptized  in  1721  ; 
find  removed  from  thence  to  South  Carolina  in  1749.  In  1751  he  was  or¬ 
dained  in  the  church  at  Welffi  Neck,  and  continued  minifter  of  it  about 
fix  years.  From  thence  he  removed  to  Cafhaway,  now  Mount  Pleafant, 
where  he  was  inverted  with  the  paftoral  office  three  years;  then  refigned, 
find  took  charge  of  a  church  on  Little  Pedee,  which,  he  continued  till  the 
■year  176L  After  this  he  did  not  engage  in  the  paftoral  charge  of  any 
church;  but  continued  to  preach,  and  was  ufeful  till  his  death,  which  took 
place  Auguft  22,  1784.  He  lived  to  fee  of  his  pofterity,  12  children,  38 
.grand -children,  and  32  great-grand-children  ;  82  in  the  whole. 

T  him 
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him  to  the  church.  Of  him  it  may  he  juftly  faid,  That 
he  ufed  the  office  of  a  deacon  well,  and  purchafed  to  him- 
felf  a  good  degree,  and  great  boldnefs  in  the  faith  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jems.  Mr.  Edwards  was  an  affectionate 
hufband,  a  tender  parent,  and  a  humane  mailer.  He  was 
fteady  and  regular  in  his  attendance  on  public  worfhip, 
and  on  all  meetings  confecrated  to  religious  purpofes.— - 
Meetings  of  prayer  for  the  revival  of  religion,  he  greatly- 
encouraged,  both  by  his  prefence  and  by  the  exercife  of 
h;s  gifts.  As  the  caufe  of  his  Redeemer  Jay  near  In's 
heart,  none  feemed  more  to  rejoice  at  acceffions  to  the 
church  ;  none  more  fincerely  to  lament  the  cafe  of  thole 
proieffors  who  tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  Chrift,  and  none 
more  r.ady  to  encourage  the  reiteration  of  the  penitent. 
Some,  no  doubt,  will  ever  bear  in  mind  his  friendly  ad¬ 
monitions  and  reproofs.  In  his  temper  he  was  generally 
cheerful,  but  free  from  levity.  In  the  performance  of  reli¬ 
gious  exercifes,  he  was  attentive  and  folemn  ;  devout,  but 
not  fuperftiticus  ;  fixed  in  his  religious  opinions,  but  not 
bigotted.  His  charity  was  not  limited  to  his  own  deno¬ 
mination,  but  extended  to  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  in  fincerity.  Confidering  himfelf  under  the  p-0~ 
vernment  of  an  all-wife  and  good  God,  he  cheerfully  ac- 
quiefeed  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence.  By  un¬ 
remitted  induftry  and  prudent  oeconomy,  Mr.  Edwards 
acquired  a  handfome  income,  which  he  enjoyed  in  a 
manner  truly  becoming  the  Chriftian.  Confidering  him¬ 
felf  only  as  a  fie  ward  of  his  Mailer’s  goods,  he  minifter- 
ed  liberally  from  his  own  purfe  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  ; 
not  with  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  munificence,  but  pur- 
fuant  to  that  injunction  of  our  Lord,  u  Do  not  your  alms 
before  men  !”  To  Grangers  he  was  kind  and  hofpitable, 
efpecially  if  they  were  the  niinifters  or  friends  of  Jefus:  in 
entertaining  thefe  he  took  uncommon  delight.  In  all  pecu¬ 
niary  calls  of  the  church,  and  for  the  promotion  of  all  re¬ 
ligious  or  ufefui  inftitutions,  he  was  ever  willing  to  con¬ 
tribute,  and  was  often  the  greateff  donor  in  the°  congre¬ 
gation.  As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Edwards  was  refpetftable.— 
Prom  a  model!  diftruft  of  his  own  abilities,  he  did  not 
pulh  himfelf  forward  in  public  life  ;  but  he  was  a  truly 
good  man,  and  a  far  more  ufefui  member  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  than  many  who  feoaft  of  fhining  talents  and  afpire  to 
the  firfi:  places  of  preferment.  lie  was  a  peaceable  man 
and  laboured  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence  towards 
God  and  towards  men.  He  was  diligent  in  his  bufmefs ; 
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remarkably  pun&ual  in  his  engagements  ;  ftriftly  h  on  ell 
in  his  dealings,  and  in  his  whole  condudl  he  manifefted  a 
peculiar  degree  of  prudence.  The  piety  and  exemplary 
conduct  of  Mr.  Edwards  procured  him  the  efteem  and 
love  of  the  whole  church  and  congregation  :  and,  as  to 
others,  even  thole  who  were  profligate  and  unfriendly  to 
the  caufe  or  religion  did  not  hefitate  to  declare,  if  there 
was  a  good  man  in  the  Hate,  Mr.  Edwards  was  one. — - 
But,  on  061.  12,  1793,  after  a  & ort  illnefs,  he  refigned 
his  breath  to  God  who  gave  it.  In  him  the  church  loft 
a  pious  member,  and  an  excellent  deacon  ;  but  they  have 
this  confolation,  that  their  lofs  is  his  eternal  gain.  In 
his  laft  ficknefs  he  was  free  from  fears,  and  declared,  that 
he  knew  in  whom  he  had  believed,  and  could  comfortably 
venture  his  all  on  him,  meaning  Jefus  Chrift.  By  his 
laft  will,  he  left  to  the  church  an  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling.  The  next  Lord’s-day  after  his  death,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Holcombe,  pallor  of  the  church,  preached  a  funeral 
feraion  on  the  occafion,  to  a  numerous  and  mourning  au¬ 
dience  ;  and  his  remains  were  refpedlfuliy  depofited  by  the 
fide  of  his  honoured  father’s. 


Mr.  William  Da vey,  late  a  Deacon  of  the  Baptift  Churchs 

at  Chard,  Somerfet. 

HE  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prefcott,  in  the 
county  of  Devon.  His  parents  were  of  the  eftablilh- 
ment.  He  had  not  the  advantage  of  a  religious  educa¬ 
tion.  At  ten  years  of  age,  his  father  left  him  to  fee k  his 
own  fupport,  and  never  after  lent  him  any  aflillance. — * 
Some  few  years  palled  before  he  heard  the  word.  But  at 
Prefcott  meeting,  Mr.  Jones  (then  of  Exeter)  was 
preaching,  and  the  Lord  accompanied  his  melfage  with 
convincing  power.  After  this  he  was  deeply,  and  at 
times  diftreilingly,  concerned  about  his  eternal  welfare. 
He  had  a  gracious  aunt,  whom  he  found  a  blelling  to  him 
in  his  fir  ft  inquiries.  He  occafionally  heard  at  Welling¬ 
ton  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  went  to  live  with  Mr.  Lip- 
pincott,^'  one  of  the  members  of  that  church.  He  was 
led  through  many  ftruggles  and  workings  of  mind  ;  but, 
at  length  was  favoured  with  a  pleafing  and  fatisfadlory 

*  Mr.  Lippincott  was  the  fir  ft  hufband  of  the  prefent  Mrs.  Day,  relitfl 
of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Day,  of  Wellington. 
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view  of  the  way  of  falvation,  by  the  crofs  oi  Chrift,  and  of 
his  own  intereft  in  it,  according  to  the  riches  of  fovereign 
grace  ;  which  he  was  always  free  to  confefs,  to  the  glory 
of  God.  Being  employed  in  hufbandry,  he  went  to  live 
with  a  Mr.  Moore,  who  was  a  member  of  Hatch  (then 
called  Bicknell)  church.  While  there,  being  fatisfied, 
on  perfonal  conviction,  with  the  feripture  account  of  be-» 
liever’s  baptifm,  he  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Terry,*  (then 
paftor  of  the  church  at  Tiverton)  and  joined  Hatch 
Church.  And  there  he  continued,  till  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1747  >  when  he  married  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Baptift  Church  at  Chard,  took  an  eftate,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  fame  fociety.  He  was  chofen  a  deacon 
about  1761,  and  lived  with  reputation  and  ufefulnefs,  both 
in  the  world  and  in  the  church,  till  he  was  called  to  reft 
27th  June,  179 5,  aged  76. 

Though  not  pofleffed  of  affluence,  yet  he  was  ufeful 
according  to  his  circumftances.  Fie  was  the  chief  inftru- 
ment  of  fupport  to  the  fmall  church  for  many  years.  Fie 
obferved  the  dealings  of  divine  conduct  towards  him,  with 
attention  and  gratitude.  He  had  nine  children ;  and  at, 
or  near  the  birth  of  each  child,  he  was  favoured  with  an 
additional  cow  to  his  worldly  fubftance  :  fo  that  he  had 
as  many  cows  as  children,  and  no  more.  But  what  is  of 
infinitely  greater  importance,  he  was  fatisfied  refpedting 
the  future  happinefs  of  four  children  who  died  before 
him,  as  well  as  of  the  five  who  are  yet  living,  Few, 
very  few  parents  are  thus  indulged  !  He  had  treafured  up 
many  interefting  appearances  of  the  Lord  for  himfelf  and 
for  others.  Flis  knowledge  of  the  dodfrines  of  grace 
was  truly  experimental  :  he  loved  them — he  recommend¬ 
ed  them  both  in  word  and  deed  j  and,  being  free  in  con¬ 
vention  beyond  many,  he  was  an  inftrudtive  and  en¬ 
couraging  companion  in  the  v/ays  of  God.  Having  found 
the  truths  of  the  gofpel  to  be  his  own  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort  through  the  various  changing  feenes  of  almoft  fixty 
years,  he  was  enabled  to  hold  them  up  to  others  with 
advantage.  Hence  it  was  a  (landing  obfervation  with 
him,  u  It  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  eftablifhed 
with  grace.” 

However  rich  his  experience  before,  in  his  iaft  illnefs, 
efpecially  towards  the  clofe  of  it,  his  views  were  more 
extended  ;  the  profpedt  brightened,  and  his  then  future 

*  The  church  at.  Hatch  having  then  no  Rated  Miniiter,  Mr.  Terry  ad- 
miniftered  both  ordinances  to  them,  when  requeued,  for  fome  years. 
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enjoyments  were  anticipated  to  a  degree  not  often  knowrt 
on  this  fide  Jordan*  A  general  idea  may  be  formed  from 
the  following  declaration,  which  he  uttered  with  mani-» 
fell:  humility  and  holy  admiration'  a  I  have  been  but  a 
babe  in  the  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God  all  my  days 
till  now.  I  hough  it  is  impoffible  from  memory  to  re- 
hearfe  all  he  laid,  yet  it  may  be  profitable  to  relate  a 
pai  t.  ^  cc  I  have  been  called  up  to  behold  the  bride,  the 
X>amh  s  wife.  The  beauty  of  her  drefs,  and  the  glory 
which  her  head  and  hufband  has  put  upon  her,  and  in 
which  flie  fhines,  I  cannot  defcribe ;  but  I  fhall  fee  it  by 
and  by  to  the  full  :  for  I  fhall  be  in  heaven,  as  fure  as 
God  is  there.  I  have  often  wifhed  to  fee  my  younpeft 
ion  once  more ;  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  fight,  and 
am  fatisfied  !  O  !  how  diftinguifhing,  how  amazing  the 
goodnefs  of  God  to  me  !  to  me!  that  he  fhould  not°oniy 
call  me^  a  poor  vile  v/orm,  but  all  my  nine  children  too  !— 
How  fhall  I  praife  him  !  but  I  fhall  do  fo  for  ever,  when 
I  have  left  this  clay,  What  a  clofe,  what  an  intimate 
•union  is  there  between  Chrift  and  his  Church  !  an  eter¬ 
nal  union!  an  infeparable  union!  Th,e  weakefr,  the 
feebleft  of  his  members  fhall  be  with  him,  fhall  enjoy 
him  for  ever.  Tell  the  church,  tell  all  the  world,  that 
I  am  gone  to  heaven  on  that  glorious  doctrine,  electing 
love ;  that  I  failed  to  reft  in  that  fafe  fhip,  God's  everlast¬ 
ing  love  !  and  there  I  fhall  be  for  ever,  to  behold  and  to 
enjoy  the  fulnefs  and  glory  of  Chrift,  as  fure  as  God  is 
true.  Il  I  fail,  his  promife  muft  fail.  You  know  how 
Satan  tore  one  perfon  before  he  left  him ;  but  he  was 
obliged  to  depart.  Though  he  departs  with  rebalance, 
yet  he  is  obliged  to  go  when  the  Lord  Jefus  commands 
him  away.  He  has  been  trying  to  make  me  entertain 
unworthy,  blafphemous  thoughts  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift;  but  the  Lord  rebuked  him,  and  I  am  delivered. 
He  has  been  threatening  to  carry  me  to  hell,  notwith- 
ftanding  my  profelfton  ;  but  my  beft  friend,  fifty  years 
ago,  told  me,  He  had  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,  which 
1  remember  v/as  a  great  fupport  to  my  foul  ;  and,  being 
the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  I  have  nothing 
to  fear.  Though  I  have  been  on  the  borders  of  hell, 
yet  the  Lord  makes  my  bed  in  my  afHidfion.  Satan,  con¬ 
fidence,  and  the  law,  have  been  bringing  their  accufa- 
tions  againft  me  ;  but  who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  God's  cleft  ?  My  great  furety  has  anfwered  all  de¬ 
mands  ;  he  took  my  nature^  flood  in  my  law~p*ace>  was 
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jfcaJe  a  curie  to  redeem  me,  and  has  afcended  up  on  high 
leading  captivity  captive  ;  and  becaufe  he  lives,  J  fhall 
live  alio.  My  poor  body  is  difagreeable  to  myfelf  and 
thofe  about  me  ;  yet,  it  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Gholf, 
and  fhall  be  made  a  glorious  body  indue  time.” 

It  being  obferved  how  good  the  Lord  was  to  him— 
cc  Yes,”  he  faid,  cc  the  Lord  is  good  indeed  !  my  fitua-* 
tion  is  not  to  be  regretted,  I  allure  you,  for  mine  fliould 
not  be  confidered  an  affliction.  Ye  are  complete  in  him, 
you  know,  is  the  text  I  have  long  fince  chofen  for  my 
funeral.  Many  years  ago  I  defired  Mr.  Pitts,  if  he  fur- 
vived  me,  to  preach  from  it  on  the  occafion,  and  I  hope 
lie  will  do  it.  I  repeated  my  requeft  when  he  was  here 
laid,  and  I  wilh  him  to  be  reminded  of  it  when  I  am 
gone.*  But  let  nothing  be  faid  in  commendation  of  me, 
I  am  the  chief  of  finnersy  let  all  be  to  the^  praife  of  rich 
and  fovereign  grace.  I  leave  it  as  my  legacy  to  the 
church,  Ye  are  co?nplete  in  him — -The  Lord  has  brought 
me  into  his  guell:  chamber  y  his  fecret  is  with  me  y  and 
he  has  Ihown  me  fuch  things  as  none  can  ever  know,  un- 
lefs  the  Lord,  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  pleafed  to  difcover,  and 
make  them  manifelf  to  him.  I  have  been  feeding  on  the 
fruits  of  the  good  land,  the  duller  of  grapes,  Chrilt  and 
all  his  fulnefs.  And  they  who  tafte  and  preach  the  truth 
of  Chrift  and  his  glorious  gofpel  are  fuch  as  carry  this 
clulter,  and  none  elfe.  Others  bring  up  an  evil  report 
of  the  good  land.”  In  this  triumph  over  every  enemy, 
and  in  this  pleafing  confident  expe&ation  of  being  for 
ever  with  the  Lord,  he  was  generally  found,  till  he  palled 
over  Jordan,  faying,  “  Come,  Lord,  come,  I  aqi  ready.” 

He  confidered  the  77th  Hymn,  in  the  2d  Book  of  Dr. 
Watts,  as  exprelfive  of  his  experience,  and  would  have 
fung  it  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  near  profpedt  of 
his  p adage ;  but  his  ftrength  failed — and  therefore  the 
fervice  was  opened  with  it  when  his  funeral  fermon  was 
delivered. 


Rev.  John  Kent,  of  Broughton,  Hants. 


Mr.  John  Kent  died  December  12th,  1796,  aged  89 
years  and  four  months.  He  was  born  of  pious  parents, 
both  of  them  members  o[  the  Baptid  Church  meeting 


.  *  Htts,  an  occafional  minifter  at  Chard,  preached  from  that  por- 
tioii  ox  Scripture,  Col  ii.  10,  according  to  requeit,  the  LordVday  after¬ 
noon  luDlcquent  to  the  interment.  J 
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'  at  Broughton  and  Wallop.  His  father  was  a  deacon  of  the 
church,  lived  at  Upper  Wallop,  and  had  preaching  at 
his  houfe  every  other  Lord’s-day,  and  occafionally  on 
week  days.  From  all  that  can  be  collected  of  him,  he 
appears  to  have  been  an  intelligent,  and  zealous  man  ; 
and  pretty  extenfively  acquainted  with  the  writings  of 
the  Puritans  and  Nonconformifts.  He  gave  his  ion  a 
pious,  though  not  a  liberal  education,  and  put  him  appren- 

1  tice  to  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  It  pleafed  God  to  call 
him  by  his  grace  when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age  ;  he  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Henry  Steele,  February  7th, 
1 727-8;  commenced  a  member  of  the  church;  and  in 
two  or  three  years  time  it  was  apprehended  that  he  had 
talents  for  the  work  of  the  miniflry,  to  which  he  was 
called  in  the  hammer  of  1732,  He  kept  an  index  of  the 
texts  from  which  he  preached.  1  he  firfl  was  Ads  v.  31, 
u  Him  hath  God  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,” 
ore.  bearing  date  July  14,  1732.  He  continued  to  preach 
as  an  afiiflant  to  Mr.  Henry  Steele*,  and  his  fuccefiors, 
till  September  1787,  when  the  infirmities  of  age  forced 
him  to  decline.  After  which  he  continued  to  attend  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip  without  much  interruption,  and  occafionally 
to  engage  in  prayer  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1793, 
when  the  decay  of  his  hearing,  and  the  progrefs  of  other 
infirmities,  rendered  him  no  longer  capable  of  it,  unlefs 
now  and  then  on  Lord’s  Supper  days. 

He  was  pofTefied  of  flrong  natural  parts  ;  of  great  in¬ 
tegrity  ;  of  plain  but  hearty  friendship.  He  was  a  man 
of  adivity.  Whilft  he  preached  conftantly,  he  at  firfl 
followed  his  trade,  and  afterwards  continued  to  occupy  a 
large  farm  in  the  neighbourhood.  His  religion  was  ex¬ 
perimental  and  pradical,  always  remote  from  fhow  and 
parade.  The  date  of  his  mind  calm  and  tranquil ;  fel- 
dorn  elevated  with  rapture  ;  feldom  deprefied  with  fear. 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  refpedable  and  uleful.  His 
clodrine  was  evangelical ;  his  language  plain  ;  and  Ids 
method  partaking  partly  of  the  manner  of  the  puritans, 
and  partly  of  that  of  the  fyflematic  divines  of  the  pre- 
fent  century.  He  had  not  a  popular  delivery  :  but,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  important  truths  on  which  he  infilled,  and 
the  great  ferioufnefs  with  which  lie  always  delivered 

*  He  married  a  grand-daughter  of  Mr  Henry  Steele,  by  whom  he  had 
a  very , numerous  family.  And  for  feveral  of  the  laid  years  01  his  life  he  had 
two  great-grand-daughters  living  conftantly  with  him,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
is  now  about  16  years  of  age* 

them, 
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them,  feldom  failed  to  gain  the  attention  of  thofc  who 
heard  him.  He  gave  his  labours  to  the  church ;  and 
after  he  was  incapable  of  preaching,  he  continued  to 
exercife  the  greatefh  concern  and  care  toi  its  intereits. 
Of  this  he  give  the  moil  unequivocal  proofs.^  When 
a  iv  thinp-  of  a  pleafing  nature  occurred,  he  was  frequent- 
]y  known  to  be  uncommonly  affedted  with  it.  Nor  were 
his  regards  and  wifhes  confined  to  that  locicty,  out  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  intereft  of  religion  at  large.  T-  he  million 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  met  with  his  cordial  approbation  and 
fupport  ;  and  often  has  he  thought,  and  orten  has  he 
converfed  with  peculiar  pleafure,  upon  the  incieaung 
fpread  and  ultimate  triumphs  of  the  glorious  gofpel.- 
Notwithftanding  his  advanced  period  in  life,  he  was  fa¬ 
voured  with  the  uninterrupted  uie  ot  his  faculties,  and 
generally  enjoyed  health  and  eafe  ;  but  on  Saturday, 
Odober  15th,  he  appeared  not  fo  well  as  ufual.  The 
next  day  he  v/as  confined  to  his  bed;  and  continued  gra¬ 
dually  to  get  weaker,  till  Alonday,  the  I2ih  of  I) e c c rn 0 e  1 , 
when  he  gently  fell  adeep  in  Jelus, 


Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  A. M.  Hopewell,  New  Jerfey. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Oliver  Hart  was  born  of  reputable 
parents,  in  Warminfter  Townfhip,  Bucks  County,  in  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  July  the  5th,  1723.  From  feveral 
accounts  there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that  he  received  a 
religious  education ;  but,  that  his  attention  to  religion, 
and  converfion  to  God,  were  at  an  early  period,  is  very 
certain  :  for  he  made  a  ferious  profedion  of  Chriff,  and 
was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkin  Jones,  on  the  3d 
of  April,  1741,  when  he  was  not  quite  eighteen  years 
old.  At  that  time,  the  power  of  religion  was  greatly 
difplayed  in  various  parts  of  America,  under  the  miniflry 
of  that  eminent  fervant  of  Chrift,  Rev.  George  White- 
held,  of  the  Epifcopal  Church ;  of  Rev.  Meffrs.  the 
Tennents,  Edwards,  and  their  affociates,  of  the  Prefby- 
terian  and  Congregational  Churches  ;  and  of  the  Rev. 
Abel  Morgan,  and  others,  of  the  Baptift  Church.  Several 
of  thefe,  Mr.  Hart,  at  this  time,  ufed  to  hear ;  and  fince 
profefTed  to  have  received  much  benefit  from  their  preach*, 
ing,  particularly  from  Mr.  White  he  Id’s, 
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Pive  years  after  making  his  public  profelfion  of  reli- 
gion,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1746)  he  was  licenfed 
to  preach,  by  the  Baptift  Church  at  Southampton,  in 
Pennfyl  vania  ;  and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1749,  was 
ordained  to  the  great  work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry. 

X  he  call  for  minifters  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  America 
being  at  that  time  great,  and  the  church  at  Charlefton, 
South  Carolina,  being  deftitute,  he  was  induced,  imme¬ 
diately  after  his  ordination,  tofet  out  for  that  city,  where 
he  arrived  early  in  December,  on  the  very  day  the  Rev, 
and  excellent  Mr.  Chanler,  paftor  of  the  church  at  Afh- 
ley  River,  then  the  only  ordained  minifter  of  the  Baptift 
denomination  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  who  had 
preached  part  of  his  time  in  the  church  at  Charjefton,  as 
a  fupply,  was  buried.  While  the  church  was  deftitute, 
applications  had  been  made  both  to  Europe  and  the 
Northern  States,  for  a  fuitable  minifter ;  and  one,  who 
had  been  defcribed  as  fuch,  was  actually  expected ;  but 
the  unexpected  coming  of  Mr.  Hart,  was  confidered  as 
diredfed  by  a  fpecial  providence,  and  fo  great  was  the 
fatisfadfion  of  the  church,  on  hearing  him,  that  he  was 
inyited  to  take  the  paftoral  charge  of  them  ;  with  which 
he  was  accordingly  invefted  on  the  1 6th  of  February 
following. 

In  this  ftation,  for  thirty  years  from  this  period,  he 
executed  the  office  of  paftor,  as  a  faithful,  evangelic 
minifter  of  Chrift  ;  palling  through  a  variety  of  fcenes, 
both  of  joy  and  depreflion  ;  but  exhibiting,  at  aft  times, 
an  uprightnefs  and  dignity,  both  of  temper  and  conduct, 
becoming  his  religious  and  facred  character.  His  life 
was  exemplary,  and  his  ufefulnefs  confpicuous. 

|n  his  perfon  he  was  fomewhat  tall,  well  proportioned, 
and  of  a  graceful  appearance ;  of  an  aClive,  vigorous, 
conftitution,  before  it  had  been  impaired  by  dole  appli¬ 
cation  to  his  ftudies,  and  by  his  abundant  labours  5  his 
countenance  was  open  and  manly;  his  voice  clear,  har¬ 
monious,  and  commanding  ;  the  powers  of  his  mind  were 
ftrong  and  capacious,  and  enriched  by  a  fund  of  ufeful 
knowledge  ;  his  tafte  was  elegant  and  refined.  Though 
he  had  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  edu¬ 
cation,  nor  indeed  much  afiiftance  from  any  perianal  in- 
ftrudfion,  fucfi  was  his  application,  that  by  private  ftudy, 
he  obtained  a  confiderable  acquaintance  with  claflical 
learning,  and  explored  the  fields  of  fcience  ;  fo  that^  in 
the  year  1769,  the  college  of  Rhode-Xlland,  at  their  fir  ft 
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Commencement,  in  honour  of  his  literary  merit,  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Mafter  in  the  liberal  arts. 

But  as  a  chriftian  and  divine,  his  character  was  molt 
confpicuous ;  no  perfon  who  heard  his  pious,  experi¬ 
mental  difcourfes,  or  his  affectionate,  fervent  addrefles  to 
God  in  prayer  ;  who  beheld  the  zeal  and  conftancy  he 
manifefted  'in  the  public  exercifes  of  religion,  or  the 
difintereftednefs,  humility,  benevolence,  charity,  devo- 
tion,  and  equanimity  of  temper,  he  difcovered  on  all  occa- 

iions  in  the  private  walks  of  life.;  could,  for  a  moment, 
doubt  of  his  being  not  only  truly,  but  eminently  reli¬ 
gious.  He  poflefled,  in  a  large  meafure,  the  moral  and 
iocial  virtues,  and  had  a  mind  formed  for  friendfliip.  In 
all  his  relative  connexions,  as  hufband,  father,  brothei, 
mafter,  he  a&ed  with  the  greateft  propriety  ;  and  was 
endeared  to  thole  who  were  connected  with  him  in  the 
tender  ties. 

From  his  diary,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman, 
of  Charlefton,  it  appears  that  he  took  more  than  ordinary 
pains  to  walk  humblyand  faithfully  with  God;  to  live  under 
impreffions  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  to  walk  in  the  light  of 
the  divine  prelence,  and  to  improve  all  his  time  and 
opportunities  to  the  nobleft  purpoles  pf  religion  and 
virtue. 

In  his  religious  principles,  he  was  a  fixed  Calvinift, 
and  a  confiftent,  liberal  Baptift.  The  do&rines  of  free, 
efficacious  grace  were  precious  to  him;  Chrift  Jelus,  and 
him  crucified,  in  the  perfection  of  his  righteoufnefs,  the 
merit  of  his  death,  the  prevalence  of  his  interceflion, 
and  efficacy  of  his  grace,  was  the  foundation  of  his  hope, 
the  fource  of  his  joy,  and  the  delightful  theme  of  hi 
preaching. 

His  fermons  were  peculiarly  ferious,  containing  a  happy 
aftemblage  of  doctrinal  and  practical  truths,  let  in  an 
engaging  light,  and  enforced  with  convincing  arguments. 
For  toe  difcuffion  of  dodfrinal  truths,  he  was  more  efpe- 
cially  eminent ;  to  which  alfo  he  was  prepared  by  an  in¬ 
timate  acquaintance  with  the  facred  fcriptures,  and  an 
extenfive  reading  of  the  moft  valuable,  both  ancient  and 
modern  authors.  His  eloquence,  at  leaft  in  the  middle 
ftages  of  life,  was  not  of  the  moft  popular  kind,  but  per- 
fpicuous,  manly,  and  flowing;  fuch  as  afforded  pleafure  to 
perfons  of  true  tafte,  and  edification  to  the  ferious  hearer. 
Speaking  from  the  heart,  it  was  his  aim,  that  the  hearts 
of  thole  who  heard  him  might  always  receive  benefit. 
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He  ltadied  variety ;  a„<|,  rightly  di,idi  , 

W^h*,'l,T  m“  'hat  >o  aftamed  ’ 

ith  Uiele  various  qualifications  for  ufefuinefs  he  rof 

“'f  ”  «**  <°  be  »  ufeful  aa  poflit,’  wfich 

cannot  be  better  reprefented  than  in  his  own  words  as 

P^ehends  ’a  tTo/b^Tf  t0>  and  whick  “m- 
1  "  a  pan  o,  his  life,  wnen  the  power  of  dwine 

cSeftormTrt!hdifpliayed  i-'1  the  BaPtift  Church  at 
W  .  r,he  art!c]e  llerc  fclec^ed,  was  written  iuft 
W  tnat  w«rk  of  grace  began,  and  exemplifies  in  him 
<<PWr  chriflian,  as  well  as  the  faithful  divine 

feel  if7;  Al’frU?  the,5th’  754-  I  do  this  morning 
a,  ?y,  0PPrefied  under  a  fenfe  of  my  barreim-A 

•  aS  '  ^nat  do  I  lor  God  ?  I  am  indeed  employed  in  his 
vineyard,  out  1  fear  to  little  purpofe.  I  til  a  want  of 
tl.e  hfe  and  power  of  religion  in  my  own  heart:  This 
caufes  fuch  a  languor  in  all  my  duties  to  God:  this 
maxes  me  (o  poor  an  improver  of  time.  Alas  I  I  am 
frequently  on  my  bed  when  I  ought  to  be  on  my  knees--- 
to  my  frame  Sometimes  the  fun  appears  in  the  horizon, 

?  .  Jeflns  .Ins  daily  courfe,  before  I  have  paid  mytri- 

nl  GfrF,?i  e  t0  A'  5  and’  Perhaps,  'while  I  am  indufr- 
V>  \nyf? lf  ;in  “iaaive  (lumbers.  Oh  !  wretched  ftupi- 

Vh  for  tilne  come,  I  may  be  more 

tWenrGn  '  f  wou‘d  -thl?  morning  refolve,  before 
rSr  God!  and  in  thy  name  and  ftrength,  to  devote 
c  m,ore  unreiervedly  to  thy  fervice  than  I  have 
itherto  done  :  I  would  refolve  to  be  a  better  improver 
.  rn7  time  tilan  I  have  heretofore  been  :  To  rife  earlier 
in  the  morning,  to  be  fooner  with  thee  in  Secret  devotion 
ana  O,  tnat  1  may  be  more  devout  therein  »  I  would  be 
more.  engaged  in  my  ftudies.  Grant,  O  Lord  !  that  I 
may  improve  more  by  them!  And  when  I  a0  abroad  ' 
enable  me  better  to  improve  my  vifits  ;  that  I  may  always 
leave  a  favour  of  divine  things  behind  me.  When  I  ?-0 
Lny  hou l°  fpeak  for  thee,  may  I  always  an  full 
fraught  with  things  divine,  and  be  enabled  faithfully  and 
feelingly  to  difpenfe  the  word  of  life.  I  would  benn 
and  end  every  day  with  thee:  Teach  me  to  ftudy  thy 
glory  in  all  I  do :  And  wilt  thou  be  with  me  alfo  in  the 
night  watches  ;  teach  me  to  meditate  of  thee  on  my  bed; 
may  my  flcep  be  fan&ified  to  me,  that  I  may  thereby 
be  fitted  to  thy  fervice,  nor  ever  defire  more  than  anfwers 
tins  important  end.  I  bus  teach  me  to  number  my  days 

Thefb 
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that  I  may  apply  my  heart  unto  wifdom, 
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Thefe  virtuous  refolutions  and  pious  breathings  of 
foul,  were  feconded  by  becoming  exertions,  both  of  a 
public  and  private  nature,  in  his  own  congregation  ;  and 
by  correfpondent  labours  in  churches  at  a  diftance ;  nor 
were  they  without  fuccefs,  many  owned  him  as  their 
father  in  the  pofpel  :  Anionr  thefe  are  two  diftinguifhed 
and  ufeful  min ihers,  who  furvive  him,  and  fiiine  as 
difFufive  lights  in  the  church  :  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  of 
Bo  lion,  whole  praife  is  in  all  the  churches  ;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Botsford,  on  Pedee  River,  South  Carolina.  Thefe 
were  not  only  awakened  under  his  'preaching,  but  intro¬ 
duced  by  him  alfo  into  a  courfe  of  Study  for  the  miniftry. 
I  o  thefe  may  be  added  a  third,  Mr.  Ewin,  who  fuc- 
ceeds  Mr.  Hart,  as  p  aft  or  of  the  church  at  Hopewell, 
April  8th,  1796. 

The  formation  of  a  fociety  in  Charlefton,  to  aftift 
pious  young  men  in  obtaining  education  for  the  public 
services  of  the  church,  and  which  has  been  of  ufe  to 
leveral,  originated  with  him;  and  he  was  a  prime  mover 
in  that  plan  for  the  Charlefton  affociation,  by  which  fo 
many  churches  are  very  happily  united,  at  the  prefent 
day.  To  him  alfo,  in  conjunction  with  his  beloved  and 
amiable  friends,  now  with  God,  Rev.  Francis  Pelot  and 
Mr.  David  Williams,  is  that  valuable  work  of  public 
utility,  the  fyftem  of  church  difcipline,  to  be  afcribed. 
Pi  is  printed  Sermons  have  contributed  to  the  general 
intereft  of  religion,  and  his  exteniive  regular  correfpon- 
dence,  has  been  the  means  of  conveying  rational  plea¬ 
sure  and  religious  improvement  to  many. 

To  all  which  may  be  added,  his  ufefulnefs  as  a  citizen 
of  America.  Prompt  in  his  judgment,  ardent  in  his  love 
of  liberty,  and  rationally  jealous  for  the  rights  of  his 
country,  he  took  an  early  and  decided  part  in  thofe  mea¬ 
sures  which  led  their  patriots  to  fuccefsful  oppofition 
againft  the  incroachments  of  arbitrary  power*  (to  ufc 
language  of  AT.  Purmanj,  and  brought  them  to 
poffefs  all  the  bleftmgs  of  an  happy  independence.  Yet 
ne  did  not  mix  politics  with  tne  golpel,  nor  defert  the 
duties  of  his  ftation  to  purfue  them  3  but,  attending  to 
Cct-ii  in  1  ts  proper  place,  he  gave  weight  to  his  political 
Sentiments,  by  the  propriety  and  uprightnefs  of  his  con¬ 
duct  ;  and  the  influence  of  it  was  felt  by  many. 

i  he  South  Carolinians  never  mention  his  name  but 
with  refpecb.  In  thofe  times  which  tried  men’s  fouls, 
IT  patriotism  was  well  known.  lie  dif darned,  fays  Dr! 

Rogers, 
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Rogers,  the  moft  diftant  fuhmiffion  to  an  invading  haughty 
ioe}  and  was  determined  to  Hand  or  fall  with  his  country 
As  a  teftimony  of  their  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  int'e- 
grity,  the  Council  of  Safety  of  South  Carolina  appointed 
Mi.  Hart,  with  the  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  W  iiiiam  Ferment,  to  vifit  the  frontiers  of 
that  Hate,  in  order  to  reconcile,  if  poffible,  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  who  were  difaffedled  towards  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  government — a  piece  of  bunnefs,  which,  though 
attended  with  great  bodily  fatigue  and  perfonal  danger, 
he  executed  with  propriety  and  fidelity. 

On  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army,  to 
which  CharleHon  was  furrendered  in  1780,  being  juftlv 
apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  which  refulted  from 
the  Hege,  and  defiring  to  preferve  his  political  liberty^  with 
which  he  found  his  religious  intimately  connedted,  he 
retired  to  the  northern  Hates.  There  the  attention  of 
the  refpedfable  BaptiH  church  at  Hopewell,  in  the  Hate 
of  New-Jerfey,  was  foon  attracted  toward  him  ;  and  in 
confequence  of  a  preHing  invitation  from  them,  he 
became  their  paHor  on  the  16th  of  December,  the  fame 
year,  and  ferved  them  in  that  capacity,  the  lafl  fifteen 
years  of  his  valuable  life, 

Mr.  Hart  was  twice  married;  hisfirfi  wife  was  Mifs  Sarah 
Brees,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead  excepting  two;  andthefe  are  members  of  the  church 
in  CharleHon,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard 
Furman.  His  fecond  wife,  the  mourning  widow  who 
furvives  him,  was  Mrs.  Ann  Grimball,  relief  of  Mr. 
Charles  Grimball,  of  South  Carolina,  by  whom  he  had 
two  fons  ;  the  firfi  died  young,  the  other  is  alive,  and 
bears  the  name  of  William  Rogers  Hart,  given  him  as 
a  teftimony  of  the  cordial  affedfion  which  fubfifted  between 
fiis  father  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Rogers,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

X 

For  fome  years  paft,  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  feveral 
fevere  attacks  of  different  difeafes,  had  greatly  reduced 
his  bodily  ftrength,  and  difqualified  him  for  the  conftant 
performance  of  public  duties. 

For  many  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  repeatedly 
faid,  that  he  viewed  himfelf  as  a  dying  man.  A  few 
days  aftbr  he  was  taken  with  his  laft  illnefs,  and  while 
he  was  able  to  walk  about  the  room,  he  called  for  his 
will,  gave  it  to  a  friend,  and  defired  him  to  get  his 
remains  conveyed  to  Southampton,  the  family  burying 

place. 
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place.  It  was  with  difficulty  at  this  time  that  he  drew  his 
breath;  and  his  agony  was  fo  great,  that  he  faid,  he  fliould 
not  think  it  at  all  Trange  if  he  went  into  convulfions. 
The  ftruggle  for  breath  broke  a  blood  veflel,  and  he  ipat 
a  quantity  of  blood — yet  not  a  fingle  murmur,  or  undue  „ 
complaint  !  He  v/ould  frequently  lift  up  his  hands  and  was 
heard  fay,  u  poor  mortal  man !”  A  friend  once  replied, cc  this 
mortal  ihall  put  on  immortality.” — He  anfwered,  u  yes, 
yes!”.  He  would  often  fay,  “  I  want,  I  want!”  being 
afked  what  he  wanted?  u  I  want  the  will  of  the  Lord 
to  be  done  !”  The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Horne  called  to  fee 
him,  and  afked  him  if  he  felt  comfortable ;  he  replied, 
u  God  is  an  all-lufficient  Saviour  !” 

A  perfon  who  at  one  time  was  fitting  by,  and  obferv- 
ing  his  great  bodily  diftrefs,  faid,  “  How  happy  for  Mr. 
Hart  that  he  has  but  one  work  to  do  !” — dying  was 
meant  ;  he  immediately  replied,  u  Chrift  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth  !” 
Dec.  29,  he  called  for  all  around  him  to  help  him  to  praife 
God  for  what  he  had  done  for  his  foul— being  told  he 
would  loon  join  the  glorious  company  of  faints  and 
angels,  he  replied,  u  enough,  enough  !”  Dec.  30,  his 
cough  and  fpitting  of  blood  increafed,  and  every  breath 
was  accompanied  with  a  groan  !  and  on  the  31ft  of  Dec. 
1795,  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  he  juft  put  his  head 
a  little  back,  doled  his  eyes,  as  if  he  were  going  into  a 
fieep,  and  furrendered  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  his  God 
and  Redeemer,  He  was  72  years,  5  months,  and  26  days 
old.  His  brother,  Jofeph  Hart,  Efq.  of  Bucks  county, 
Pennfylvania,  died  Feb.  25,  1788,  aged  72  years,  5 
months,  and  24  days.  Their  Brother  Mr.  Silas  Hart,  of 
Virginia,  died  Oct.  29,  179 5,  aged  77  years,  5  months, 
and  24  days. 

Mr.  Harts  publications  are,  Dancing  exploded  \  A  Fune¬ 
ral  Difcourfe ,  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  William 
Tennent  ;  The  Chriftian  Temple ;  A  circular  Letter  on 
Thrift's  Mediatorial  Character  ;  America' s  Remembrancer  j 
and  A  Gofpcl  Church  portrayed.  Befides  thefe,  he  has  left 
in  manul'cript  many  valuable  difeourfes  on  public  and 
common  occafions.  A  variety  of  his  papers  on  different 
fob j eels,  which  he  highly  valued,  together  with  a  number 
of  his  bell  books,  were  defiroyed  by  the  Britifh  army, 
when  they  over-ran  the  fouthern  Hates.  He  penned  the 
following  lines  when  his  trials  were  exceedingly  great : 

Foreboding 
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Foreboding  thoghts  and  gloomy  fears 
Crowd  thick  into  my  break  $ 
Perplexing  doubts  and  anxious  cares 
Forbid  my  foul  to  reft, 

* 

Happy,  ye  faints,  above  the  fides, 
Beyond  the  reach  of  woe  ! 

Dear  Lord,  command  my  foul  to  rift  ; 
With  joyful  hafte  I’ll  go. 

The  world,  in  backcloth  and  diftrefs, 
I’d  leave  beneath  my  feet ; 

And,  mounting  in  a  heavenly  drefs 
I  would  my  Saviour  meet. 


1  wo  funeral  fermons  were  preached  and  printed  on 
occalion  of  Mr.  Hart's  death  5  one  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Rogers,  of  Philadelphia  y  the  text  of  it,  2d  Sam.  iii.  38. 
Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  great  man  fallen  in  Ifrael  ? 
i  he  other  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Furman,  A.  M.  at 
Charlefton,  on  Matt.  xxv.  41.  Well  done  thou  good  and 
faithful  fervant  !  Thou  hajl  been  faithful ,  &c.  From 
thefe  difeourfes,  forwarded  to  England  on  purpofe,  our 
accounts  of  this  excellent  man  are  extracted. 


Rev.  Thomas  Davis,  Reading,  Berks. 


Mr.  Thomas  Davis  was  born  at  Newport,  in  the  Iile 
of  Wight.  His  pious  mother*,  who  died  in  17 92,  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptift  Church  under  the  paftoral  care  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Purdy  at  Rye.  But,  after  having- had  an 
hoft  of  trials,  fhe  lived  to  fee  two  of  her  ions  Chriftian 
miniSters.  John,  the  elder  brother,  who  fin  idled  his 
courfe  hr  ft,  was  many  years  paftor  of  the  Baptift  Church, 
t  W altham-Abbey. 


*  Extrad.  My  good  mother  died  on  the  15th  of  April,  1792,  in  the 
85th  year  of  her  age,  having  fuftained  the  character  of  an  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Baptift  Church  about  67  years.  She  was  baptized  at  fixteen,  by  good 
Mr.  Mercer  at  Newport,  in  the  Iile  of  Wight,  where  I  was  born.  My 
brother  went  to  her  funeral  at  Rye,  and  (Mr.  Purdy  her  paftor  being  in 
Don  don),  preached  her  funeral  fermon  from  the  words  fhe  had  left  for  the 
purpofe,  1  Peter  i.  S,  Whom  having  not feen ,  ye  lave,  in  whom,  See.  Being  not 
able  to  attend,  1  preached  on  the  occaiicn  from  the  fame  words  at  Reading. 
She  has  been  the  mother,  grand-mother,  and  great  grand-mother  of  about 
61  children,  O  that  they  may  all  meet  her  in  glory  i5> 

Thomas, 
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Thomas,  the  fubjeft  of  this  memoir,  having  learnt  a 
trade,  loon  wandered  from  under  the  wing  oi  an  arrec- 
tionate  mother,  wnoie  matci nal  advice  and  cai  ^  we.  w 
iiderei  by  him  as  a  rededfion  on  his  aoimy  to  tame  m, ~ 
of  himfeif :  but  ihe  ceafed  not  to  pray  for  him  ingot  and 
day  ;  and  what  particularly  encouraged  her  to  it,  was  the 
frequent  powerful  and  abiding  impreiiion  made  on  her  mm  i, 
by  the  hiftorv  of  Saul’s  coriverfion,  of  whom  it  was  at 
length  laid,  “  Behold  ke  prayetb.”  Strolling ^from  pome 
to  place,  at  length  he  came  to  Woolwicn,  in  Kent,  about 
nine  miles  from  London.  Here,  according  ^to  .  his  mini 
character,  he  was  a  ringleader  in  an.  nines  01  ww 
One  new  year’s-day  in  the  evening,  with  lome  01  lu$  ens- 
panions,  he  went 'to  the  Bap  tilt  meeting-houfe  in  that 


town  :  the  example  of  his  pious  mother  had  niud^  lucn 
impreiiion  on  his  mind,  that  he  could  not  always  deipiK 
nor  even  trifle  with  facred  things.  However,  the  former 
part  of  that  evening  witneiled.  his  indecent  beliavlour  m 
the  time  of  fmgirig  and  prayer.  The  houfe  was  crowded, 
and  he  Hood  m  the  aide,  waiting  to  near  what  tne  uaLolm 
had  to  fay.  At  length,  that  laborious,  indefatigable,  and 
ufefui  fervant  oi  God,  the  Rev.  Robert  ivLGiegor,  who 
has  been  forty  years  pallor  at  Woolwich,  named  his  text. 

I  he  remarkable  words  were,  Luke  xiii.  y,  "locri  Jam  h  e 
unto  the  dreffer  of  his  vineyard,  behold  thefe  three  years 
1  come  feeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree ,  and  find  none :  cut  it 
down ,  why  cunib'ereth  it  the  ground  /  Well  might  the 
Apoftle  lay,  the  word  ol  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  and 
{harper  than  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit  ;  for  the  text  had  not 
been  twice  read  before  his  loins  were  loofed,  .  his 
knees  fmote  each  other,  and  a  hidden  trembling  feized 
him.  The  firft  wilh  of  his  heart  was,  that  the  ground 
might  open  and  fwallow  him  up.  it  feemed  to  him 
as  though  the  preacher  and  the  whole  congregation 
knew  that  he  was  this  cumberer  of  the  ground.  However, 
before  the  minilter  clofed  his  difeourfe,  he  (lightly  touched 
on  the  vine-dreller’s  prayer,  contained  in  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  verfes,  Lord !  let  it  alone  this  year  alfo ,  ore*  and  this 
was  in  fome  meafure  a  fupport  to  his  linking  and  over¬ 
whelmed  mind.  He  inftantly  changed  his  company,  and  his 
conduct  became  altered.  Being  inChrift  Jefus,  old  things 
paiTed  away,  except  the  painful  recollection  of  them,  and 
all  things  became  new.  He  now  hungred  and  thirfted 
after  Chrift,  the  bread  of  life,  and  that  river  the  Breams 

whereof 
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whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  He  not  only  was 
com t ant  m  his  attendance  on  worfiiip  of  a  Lord’s-day 
but  would  deal  in  among  the  pious  people  on  week-day 
evenings  at  their  prayer  meetings.  After  a  while,  he 
w<b  encouraged  to  pray  with  thefe  friends,  and  fo  full 
is  heait  or  borrow  and  joy,  that  he  filled  up  near 
an  ourand  a.  halt,  the  fir  ft  time  he  engaged  in  this  fer- 
vlSe‘  .  gifts  loon  appeared  to  be  above  mediocrity. 
After  {peaking  feveral  times  before  the  church,  and  his 
unblemifhed  walk,  genuine  piety,  and  promifing  talents 
being  confpicuous,  they  unanimoufly  fent  him  forth  to 

pleach  that  faith  he  had  before  attempted  to  deftroy. _ 

1/1  r.  Davis  preached  a  few  Lord’s-days  at  the  late  Air. 
Dowers’s  meeting  in  Goodman’s-fields  ;  the  houfe  began 
tt>  hli,  but  from  thence  he  was  fpeedily  and  providentially 
called  to  the  Baptift  Church  at  Reading,  Berks. 

When  Mr.  Davis  went  to  Reading,  there  was  very  little 
gofpel  preaching  m  that  populous  town.  He  fucceeded 
Mr.  Whitewood,  and  the  church  confifted  of  about  thirty 
or  thirty-five  members,  and  very  few  hearers  attended. 
I  he  houfe  foon  was  fo  crowded  as  to  oblige  them  to 

build  a  front  gallery,  and  foon  after  two  fide  galleries.- _ 

On  ledfure  evenings  the  meeting-houfe  and  yard  were  fo 
crowded,  that  the  attendance  of  peace  officers  was  now 
and  then  neceflary.  He  would  ftand  and  weep  over  poor 
perifhing  finners  till  at  times  he  could  not'  proceed;  and, 
a  very  refpeclable  minifter,  who  confiders  Mr.  Davis  as  ' 
his  fpiritual  father,  has  faid,  he  is  confident,  that  Mr. 
Davis  s  greatell  fucceis  was  when  he  preached  the  gofpel 
as  a  general  addrefs.  The  number  of  young  perfons 
awakened  in  this  part  of  his  miniftry  was  aftonifliing.-— 
About  this  time,  that  man  of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Talbot, 
came  to  St.  Giles’s  parifh,  in  Reading,  and  was  made  very 
ufe ful  5  and  it  is  a  pleafure  to  add,  that  of  late  years  the 
Honourable  Air.  Cadogan’s  labours  have  been  blefied 
alfo. 

Air.  Davis’s  new  year’s-day  fermons  muft  not  be  omit¬ 
ted.  Thefe  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  ufed  to 
fipeak  of  the  firft  of  January,  on  which  he  was  called  by 
grace,  as  his  birth-day,  and  to  lay,  “  I'll  keep  it  till 
I  die.”  In  preaching  this  annual  ledfure,  he  aa  freely 
gave  a  large  account  of  his  birth,  parentage,  abandoned 
life,  and  lingular  converfion,  and  would  frequently  be  fo 
bathed  in  tears,  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  for  fome 
time.  The  congregation,  on  this  gcc^ion,  generally 

ufed 
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ufetl  to  be  one  complete  wedge  of  people.  He  commonly 
©bferved,  that  when  his  mother  was  dilcouraged  in  prayer 
for  him.  or  loft  fight  of  Saul’s  wonderful  converfton,  fhe 
expedted,  in  every  newfpaper  file  read,  to  find  an  account 
of  his  being  imprifoned,  or  elfe  executed  at  Tyburn.  At 
thefe  anniverfaries,  and  on  other  occaftons,  with  much 
feeling  he  would  fay,  with  Dr.  Watts — 

“  The  world  beheld  the  glorious  change, 

“  And  did  thy  hand  confcfs : 

*  My  tongue  broke  out  in  unknown  drains, 

/ 

“  And  lung  furprifmg  grace. 

“  Great  is  the  work,  my  neighbours  cry’d, 

“  And  own’d  the  power  divine, 

«  Great  is  the  work,  my  heart  reply’d, 
i(  And  be  the  glory  thine.” 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  Lord  owned  this  annual 
attempt  of  his  fervant,  to  the  converfton  of  a  con  fid  er  able 
number  of  precious  fouls.  Some  of  his  friends  fay,  that 
they  have  not  heard  of  any  of  thefe  fermons,  without  a  feal 
of  one,  two,  or  more,  at  a  time.  One  of  thefe  nights, 
preaching  on  Martha’s  words  to  Mary ;  the  mcijler  is  come 
and  calleth  for  thee ,  two  young  perfons,  the  fruit  of 
Calvary’s  crofs,  were  brought  back  to  God.  One  of 
them  has  reached  the  peaceful  (bores  of  eternal  repofe  ; 
the  other,  a  moft  amiable  wife  of  a  moft  amiable  minifter, 
has  ever  fince  been  on  a  changing  fea,  but  cafts  anchor 
within  the  vail ;  and,  it  is  expected,  will  certainly  make 
the  port  of  glory  in  God’s  due  time. 

Mr.  Davis  was  tall  in  ftature,  handfome  in  his  perfon, 
and  rather  inclining  to  corpulency  :  his  wit  and  remark¬ 
ably  cheerful  difpofition,  perhaps  would  have  frequently 
betrayed  him  into  a  levity  of  fpirit,  had  not  trials,  the 
grace  of  God,  and  watchfulnefs,  been  a  counterpoife.  As 
a  Chriftian,  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  with  which  he  was  moft; 
acquainted,  his  own  heart  or  his  bible.  As  a  minifter  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  he  uled'  to  ftudy  induftrioufly,  pray  fervently, 
and  preach  powerfully.  He  wrote  many  of  his  fermons 

at  full  length ;  then  reduced  them  to  a  lefs  compafs _ 

That  he  was  u  mighty  in  the  feriptures,”  might  be  learnt 
from  his  fermons  and  his  prayers  ;  and,  that  the  power  of 
God  attended  his  labours  is  evident  to  all  who  know  any 
thing  of  the  ftate  of  religion  among  the  different  denomi¬ 
nations  of  Chriftians  at  Reading  5  to  many  of  whom, 

not 
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not  only  of  the  diflenters,  but  in  the  eftablifhmcnt,  he 
was  a  fpintual  father. 

Seceial  of  his  letters,'*  in  which  he  unbofomed  himfclf 
to  a  dear  friend,  may  help  us  to  judge  of  his  fuccefs.  In 
f/74>  ne  writes,  u  Seven  lately  baptized:  there  feems  to 
be  a  gieat  work  going  on  with  us,  though  we  have  been 
exerciled  with  confiderable  troubles.  We  are  now  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  members  A  In  1776,  There  has 
fcaxcely  been  a  mimon  pleached  this  year  part,  but  what 
has  been  blefied  to  faints  or  tinners,  God’s  prefence  hath 
fijled  the  temple.  Our  auditories  are  numerous.  Many 
wounded  and  diftreffed  finners  are  crying  out  after  Chrift. 
On  w  v_  e  k  a  ays,  my  home  has  been  crowded  from  morn¬ 
ing  to  night,  with  per  foils  inquiring  the  way  to  Sion. 
I  baptized  fifty-eight  laft  year  5  two  have  been  excluded, 
two  restored  to  communion,  and  two  are  dead.  We  took 
eleven  into  communion  laft  breaking-bread  day,  and  five 
now  are  ready  to  give  their  experiences.  So  that  our 
profpedt  is  as  promihng  for  increafe  this  year  as  laft.  We 
are  at  peace  among  ourfelves,  and  all  of  one  mind  reflect¬ 
ing  the  truth  ;  nor  was  I  ever  more  happy  among  this 
little  defpifed  flock,  than  I  am  at  prefent.  Methinks  you 
are  ready  to  fay,  What !  nothing  of  the  dark  hde  ?  As  to 
perfecution  I  rejoice  in  it,  I  have  not  a  little  of  that.— 
The  world  rages,  the  devil  roars,  and  the  doctor  of  our 
parifh  faid  he  would  filence  me,  if  he  went  to  the  king 
in  perfon,  and  the  bifhop  of  London  is  his  friend.  1  faid 
they  might  tell  him,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  filence  me,  he 
rnuft  take  out  my  tongue.  But  the  more  he  oppofes  the 
gofpel  in  his  own  ftrengjh,  the  more  I  am  determined 
in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  to  oppofe  him.” 

March  12,  1777.  a  "When  I  fee  fo  many  young  peo¬ 
ple  coming  into  the  church,  it  is  attended  with  both  joy 
and  grief.  'I  he  grief  is  to  fee  none  of  my  feven  children 
coming  to  declare  in  Sion,  any  work  of  God  on  their 
fouls.  The  clergy  ftiil  are  enemies,  but  all  their  fchemes 
prove  abortive.  The  work  ftiil  goes  on.  i  baptized  fix 
juft  before  Chriftmas,  as  it  is  called  ;  eleven  on  Chrift- 
mas-day,  and  five  laft  Lord’s-day  was  fortnight.  The 
ground  door  of  our  meeting  will  fcarcely  contain  the 
members  at  breaking  bread.  It  is  a  pleafmg  fight  indeed.” 
And  in  another  paragraph,  u  I  blefs  the  Lord  for  a  pray- 


*  From  thefe  letters  an  accurate  fieetch  of  Mr,  Davis’s  pafioral  labours 
might  be  felebted,  from  the  year  1 7 7 3  to  the  year  1794. 
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ino-  people  :  not  Jefs  than  four  fcore  meet  every  Lord’s-* 
day  morning,  for  prayer,  and  precious  opportunities  they 
have.  Every  Tuefday  I  have  a  le&ure  in  the  evening, 
and  a  prayer  meeting  every  W ednefday  evening.” 

Thofe  who  know  mankind  will  not  wonder  it  fuch  zeal 
and  fuch  fuccefs  provoked  the  hatred  of  the  irreligious. — • 
A  particular  fpecimen  of  it  follows. 

tc  I  have  fent  you  a  copy  of  lines  I  took  out  of  the  Oak 
ingharn  paper  la  it  Saturday,  hut  they  are  another  body  of 
honour  conferred  on  me,  by  my  Lord  and  Matter's  per- 
miffion.  The  lines  are  addreffed  to  Mr.  ID-— -s,  B — k— y—r„ 

What  praife  is  cue  to  fuch  a  name  as  thine  ! 

To  fpeak  thy  worth  the  pen  mud  be  divine  ; 

Sweet  eloquence  upon  thy  lips  doth  fit, 

Happily  enlivened  with  furpaffing  wit ; 

Truth  finds  a  feat  within  thy  honed  heart ; 

In  every  feene  that’s  good  you  have  a  part ; 

Heav’ns  holy  laws,  well  known  it  is,  you  can  * 

Explain,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  man  : 

Light  o’er  thy  temples  fpreads  her  wings  around. 

Equal  to  MofeSj  on  Mount  Sinai’s  ground  : 

Hail  A  Hofiers-lane !  ’tis  there  your  fhepherd  lives 
In  edimation  high,  ’tis  there  the  balm  he  gives—* 

That  faving  balm  which  leads  to  heavens  throne. 

Where  virtue  waits  upon  the  good  alone. 

Thou  art  the  man — (dop,  laughing  fatire  cries. 

He  is  a  dunce — and  what  you  write  is  lies  !) 

But  though  envied  and  perfecuted,  he  was  fupported ; 
and  aiming  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  the 
comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  church  was  edified,  and 
continued  to  increafe.  Hence  in  another  letter,  dated 
April,  1794,  he  fays,  u  I  have  been  at  Reading  about 
twenty-feven  years,  and  have  baptized  and  taken  into  the 
church,  four  hundred  and  feventy-five  perfons.”  He 
adds,  u  What  hath  God  wrought  r”  A  found  judgment  and 
a*  warm  heart  characterized  his  preaching.  He  feldom 
ftaid  at  the  threfhold  or  fkimmed  the  furface,  but  entered 
into  his  fubject  as  cc  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
afhamed,  and  rightly  divided  the  worth  of  truth.3’  The 
faithfulnefs  through  which  he  loft  many  apparent  friends, 
at  the  fame  time  fecured  his  real  ones.  He  was  a  man  of 

*  Hofiers-lane,  in  Reading,  is  commonly  called  Hodges-lane. 

May,  1797.]  n  n  3  pene~ 
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a  penetrating  judgment  and  perfevering  mind.*'  On  Heb 
x..  i  he  preached  21  fermons.  When  he  had  delivered 
the  lair,  he  faid,  in  his  free  way,  “  I  have  eiven  you 
twenty-one  to  the  fcore,  thats  good  tale.” 

On  doftrinal  fubje&s  he  brought  his  people  many  a 
reviving  cordial  His  preaching  in  general  was  very 
methodical ;  and  his  manner  would  frequently  produce 
conhderable  cheerfulnefs  in  one  minute,  and  a  hood  of 

tears  the  next.  FI  is  favourite  author  was  Dr.  Gill. _ 

When  Mr.  Weftley’s  preachers  came  to  Reading,  one  of 
them,  in  his  fermons,  very  much  infilled  on  their  fend- 
ments.  Several  ferious  churchmen  and  others  applied  to 
Mr.  Davis,  to  vindicate  his  and  their  principles  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  preached  a  courfe  of  ledlures,  taking  the  texts  previ- 
oufly  handled  by  the  above  preacher,  beginning  with 
Gen.  iv.  7.  “  If  thou  do  eft  well,  Jh  all  thou  not  be  accepted? 
and  if  thou  doeft  not  well ,  fin  lieth  at  the  door”  Thefe  fer¬ 
mons  gave  general  fat  is  fad!  ion. 

Mr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  moft  animating  of  all  his 
brethren  in  the  adminiflration  of  the  ordinance  of  be¬ 
liever’s  baptifm ;  nor  was  he  lefs  in  his  element  when  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord.  While  there,  how  ftrikino*  and 
affedling  were  his  obfervations  on  the  nature  of  fin,  the 
inflexibility  of  divine  juftice,  the  love  of  God,  the  do¬ 
lorous  bufferings  of  the  precious  Redeemer,  and  on  the 
knowledge  of  interell  in  his  work,  by  the  fpirit’s  energy 
upon  the  heart  !  How  would  he  there  exclaim— 

/  ,  .  • 

My  willing  foul  would  Ray 

In  fuch  a  frame  as  this ; 

And  fit  and  ling  herfelf  away 
To  everlafling  blifs.” 

As  a  pallor,  he  certainly  ruled  and  led  the  flock  at  the 
fame  time  ;  he  was  alfo  a  brother,  hufband,  and  father,  not 
only  to  his  own  family,  but  to  the  whole  church  and  con¬ 
gregation.  When  vifiting  his  friends  in  London,  where  he 
was  much  followed,  he  fent  the  church  very  affectionate 
epiftles,  longing  to  fee  them  again,  that  he  might  impart 
to  them  fome  fpiritual  gift,  to  the  end  they  might  be 
ellablifhed  and  comforted  together  with  him. 

While  Mr.  Davis  was  pallor,  the  church  branched 
out  into  other  focieties  y  one  at  Oakingham,  another 


*  He  would  deliver  one,  two,  or  three  fermons  on  a  text,  according  to 
its  importance. 
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at  Goring,  and  another  at  Staines ;  and  feveral  perfotis 
were  fent  into  the  work  of  the  miniffry. 

For  many  years  he  had  been  fubjedt  to  fits.*  He  fre¬ 
quently  fell  down  in  the  pulpit,  fometimes  feufible,  but 
fpeechiefs  :  recovering  from  one  in  which  he  thought  he 
was  dying,  as  foon  as  he  could  fpeak,  he  laid,  in  accents 
which  difcovered  how  deeply  he  felt  for  his  dear  wife 
and  children,  u  Leave  thy  fatherlefs  children,  I  will 
preferve  them  alive;  and  let  thy  widow  truft  in  me.5’— 
O  that  all  of  them  may  be  acquainted,  favingly  ac¬ 
quainted,  with  the  God  of  the  dear  deceafed  ! 

In  dicipline  as  well  as  dodtrine,  Mr.  Davis  aimed  to 
follow  the  New  Teftament.  When  the  Rev.  Mr.  'Falhot 


died,  and  the  gofpel  ceafed  to  be  preached  at  Reading  in 
the  church  of  England,  Mr.  Davis  was  urged  to  alter 
the  conffitution  of  his  church,  from  that  of  a  frridt  Bap- 
tilt,  to  free  communion.  A  gentleman  of  this  fentiment 
faid,  u  he  may  live  in  fplendor  if  he  will  comply. 57  But  fa 
immovable  was  he,  that  notwithftanding  he  came  from 
a  church  of  that  complexion,  and  was  preffed  to  it  on 
every  hand,  yet  he  would  not  confent  to  it,  as  he  could 
not  fee  it  countenanced  in  any  part  of  the  facred  fcrip- 
ture. 

So  effectually  was  he  taught  by  the  good  fpirit  of  God, 
that  he  firmly  believed  falvation  was  all  of  grace,  elect¬ 
ing,  redeeming,  and  fanctifying  grace ;  and  hence  he 
was  wont  to  fay,  if  ever  I  have  a  tomb  tone,  the  motto 
I  Ihould  wifh  for  on  it  is, 

“  A  SINNER  SAV’D  BY  ’’SOVEREIGN  GRACE.” 


For  more  than  two  years  before  his  death,  he  was 
greatly  afflicted  with  the  tone  and  gravel  ;  and  faid  in  a 
letter  of  June  16,  1796,  “  I  have  brought  away  five 
{tones,  what  are  behind  I  know  not.  I  have  juft  had  a 
fit  of  the  gout  alfo,  but  am  fomewhat  better.  I  hope 
I  can  fay,  through  all,  The  cup  which  my  Father  hath 
given  me ,  /hall  I  not  drink  it?”  Thefe  difpenfations  of  late 
confiderably  impeded  his  exertions  ;  but  he  held  on  as 


*  In  a  letter  written  to  a  conftant  correfpondcnt,  1778,  he  fays,  “  I  have 
had  a  dilorder  in  my  bowels  for  years,  which  feizes  me  fuddenly,  fre¬ 
quently  takes  away  my  fenfes,  and  throws  me  into  fits— fome  times  faint¬ 
ing,  and  fometimes  llruggling  ones.  I  exped  they  will  take  me  off  on  <1 
fudden,  when  my  work  is  done.  1  had  a  fmart  fhock  of  this  nature  about, 
three  weeks  ago  wdiich  made  my  tabernacle  totter.  I  have  too  great  a 
flow  of  fpirits  for  my  frame.  But  it  is  all  well,  efpecially  as  I  have  had 
great  troubles  in  my  family  ;  but,  after  long  affiidions,  I  cun  fend  you  no 
good  news  regarding  the  converfion  of  my  children.*' 

N  n  2 
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a  champion  in  the  good  caufe,  beyond  the  expectations  of 
niofl  of  his  friends.*  His  ilinefs  at  laid,  day  and  night, 
was  fo  excruciating,  that  “  it  is  impofiible  to  give  a  faint 
idea  of  it  in  writing/’  In  one  of  the  paroxyfms,  he 
chfped  the  curtains  of  his  bed,  crying  out,  O,  Dr. 
Watts  !  what  could  you  mean  when  you  laid, 

Light  are  the  pains  that  nature  brings ; 

How  fhort  our  forrows'are  ! 

—and  yet  the  agonizing  man  was  certain  they  are  fo, 

When  with  eternal,  future  things, 

The  prefent  we  compare. 

Hence  in  the  midft  of  all,  he  generally  pofTefled  great 
ferenity  in  his  foul,  even  the  peace  which  paileth  ail 
underhand ing.  And  comfortably  reiling  upon  the  truths 
he  had  preached  among  his  dear  friends,  twenty-nine 
years  and  fix  months,  he  died  in  the  Lord,  at  half  pair 
ten  o’clock  in  the  evening,  on  the  27th  of  December, 

1796,  in  the . year  of  his  age  ;  to  the  inexpr edible 

grief  not  only  of  a  pious,  peaceful,  and  inoffenfive  widow, 
with  her  children,  but  alfo  of  his  much-loved  charge — 
a  people  who,  it  is  laid,  are  uncommonly  bleiTed  with 
praying  members,  and  to  whofe  honour  it  may  be  an¬ 
nounced,  That  they  would  not  have  changed  their  pallor 
for  any  man  under  heaven. 

Being  dead,  he  yet  fpeaketh,  and  particularly  to  the 
church  over  which  he  fo  afFeCfionately  prefided.  And 
for  their  fake,  the  following  extradl  from  one  of  his  letters 
is  refpectfully  introduced  in  this  place.  u  Keep  up 
prayer  meetings.  Upon  praying  ground  you  will  always 
fland  firm.  This  is  what  I  call  an  arm  of  the  church, 
and  a  great  fupport  to  a  minifter ;  it  encourages  him  to 
go  forward  in  his  work,  though  he  meets  with  much 
oppofition.  Churches  generally  dwindle  away  into  for¬ 
mality,  where  meetings  of  prayer  are  negledted.  Suc- 
cefs  may  be  expected  for  a  minifter,  where  a  fpirit 
of  prayer  prevails  among  a  people.”  And  next  to 
this  advice,  their  deceafed  pallor,  were  he  to  addrefs 
them  again,  would  befeecb  them  to  maintain  holy  difei- 
pline  in  the  church,  according  to  the  order  of  the  New 
Teffament  $  and  at  the  fame  time  to  contend  earned: ly 

*  He  was  laid  by  from  his  delightful  work  only  two  Lord  s  days.  -  he 
lalt  time  he  was  in  the  pulpit  he  was  unable  to  finifli  his  fermon. 

for 
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for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints.  T.  hus  they 
will  continue  happy  and  refpedtable  among  their  hfter 
churches,  and  juftify  a  fentiment  of  their  late  paftor, 
which  he  delivered  in  a  glowing  affembly,  fome  years 
fmce  at  London,  viz.  So  far  are  the  people  of  God  from 
making  light  of  fin,  or  a  cypher  of  the  moral  law,  that 
if  they  could  live  as  they  lift,  they  would  live  perfectly 
holy,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  and  do  the  whole  will  ex 
God  on  earth,  even  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  Amend¬ 
ment  this,  which  is  as  far  from  a  weak  Arminianifm  as 
it  is  oppofite  to  a  wicked  Antinomianifm,  and  which  may 
ftrictly  be  denominated  pure  Jefuilm. 

The  following;  extradf  alio  deferves  prefervation : - - 

tc  One  year  more  added  to  our  frail  mortal  lives,  and  one 
year  taken  from  our  fhort  ftay  in  this  dreary  wildernefs. 
'Lime  flies ;  judgment  and  eternity  haften  on ;  fo  we 
fhall  loon  turn,  and  difeern  between  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked  ;  between  him  that  ferveth  his  God,  and  hiin 
who  ferveth  him  not.  If  ever  there  was  an  hour  or 
temptation,  it  is  fureiy  at  this  day,  when  fo  few  really 
follow  Chrift,  when  fo  many  ftand  ftiil,  and  fo  many  go 
backward  from  the  good  old  path.  It  is  too  remarkable 
that  forne  profeftors  of  the  gofpel  are  the  great,  if  not 
the  greateft  hindrances  of  the  profeftion  of  the  gofpel  : 
but  the  time  cometh,  and  it  may  be  near,  when  the  paint 
of  an  outward  profeftion  will  be  wafhed  off,  and  many  pre¬ 
tended  followers  of  Chrift  will,  with  blufhing,  wear  their 
hearts  in  their  faces.  Then  how  much  better  will  a  dram 
of  grace  be,  than  a  talent  of  gifts!  Many  are  true  to  falfe 
-  principles,  and  falfe  to  true  ones.  May  we  be  faithful 
unto  death!” 

It  was  the  defire  of  Mr.  Davis  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 

'  M’Gregor,  of  Woolwich,  formerly  his  paftor,  fhould 
preach  his  funeral  fermon  at  Reading,  on  i  Tim.  i.  15, 
This  is  a  faithful  faying ,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation ,  that 
Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  Jave  firmer s ,  of  whom 
1  am  chief- - but  age  and  diftance  made  it  inconve¬ 

nient  for  him  to  attend.  Hence  the  funeral  difeourfe 
was  addreffed  to  the  people,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dyer, 
of  Devizes,  on  the  text  which  Mr.  Davis  had  feledted 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  the  fame  paffage  was  improved  on 
the  occafion,  by  the  Brethren  Giles,  of  Eyethorn,  in 
Kent ;  and  Rippon,  at  Carter-lane,  in  London ;  at  which 
laft  place  the  fubftance  of  this  account  was  delivered, 
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FEija  baptist  society  for  propagating  the  gospel 

AMONG  THE  HEATHENS. 


OUR  former  accounts  of  the  mi/Hons  in  Bengal  given 

in  page  353“ ~3^°y  °f  12  of  the  Regiiler,  conducted 
us  to  March  18,  1795. 

I  he  3d  number  of  the  Periodical  Accounts  has 
now  for  fome  time  been  published,  and  probably  is 
months  fince  in  polTeffion  of  the  warm  friends  of  the 
millions.  1  he  journal  and  the  letters  are  highly  interefl- 
mg  ;  and  it  is  but  a  fmall  degree  of  juftice° that  can  be 
done  them,  to  infert,  in  the  narrow  limits  of  The  Regijter , 
the  following  extracts  : 

May  26,  1794.  As  Mr.  Carey  was  journeying  from 
Calcutta  to  Malda,  he  kept  his  Lord’s  day  at  Chandareea, 
on  ttie  river  [faniuty.  In  the  evening  he  entered  on  his 
work  of  publi firing  the  word  of  God  to  the  heathen.-— 

I  hough  h'nperfedl  in  the  knowledge  of  the  language,  he 
converied  with  two  Brahmins,  in  the  prefence  of  two 
hundred  people,  concerning  the  things  of  God  ;  and  had 
a  pleafant  day.  He  arrived  at  Malda,  June  15,  met  Mr. 

1  homas  the  16th;  and  on  the  19th  fet  out  for  Mudna- 
batty,  the  place  of  his  refidence,  which  is  thirty-two 
miles  north  of  Malda,  in  a  ftraight  line,  but  near  feventy 
by  water,  and  is  upon  the  river  Tanguam. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known  that  their  fituation  in 

Mr.  U - ’s  indigo  manufactory,  places  them  above  the 

need  of  perfonalaffiflance  from  the  fociety. 

Mr.  Carey  informs  us  concerning 

HIS  CONGREGATION  AND  MANNER  OF  PREACHING. 

“  I  doubt  not  but  God  has  a  work  to  do  here.  It  has 
been  his  general  way  to  begin  among  the  poor  and  defpifed, 
and  here  we  have  only  poor  and  illiterate  people,  and 
fcarce  any  of  thofe  who  value  themfcdves  on  account  of 
being  the  higher  call. 


u  Lord’s 
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“  Lord’s  day,  April  5,  1795-  In  the  morning  the 
congregation  was  about  live  hundred  ;  and  the  people, 
ba/mg  attended  with  great  ferioufnefs,  went  away  tout¬ 
ing  Alla,  i.  e.  O  God.  In  the  evening  had  about  four 
hundred.  They  appeared  ferious,  and  departed  fhouting 
as  in  the  morning,  which  is  a  way  the  Mufiulmen  ufe  to 
invoke  the  Divine  Being.  I2th.  i  his  day  preached 
twice  to  the  natives  :  about  two  hundred  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  evening  about  five  hundred.”  A  part  of  the 
gofpel  by  Matthew  having  been  read  to  them,  u  I  after¬ 
wards  preached  to  them  upon  the  neceffity  of  repentance 
and  faith,  and  of  copying  the  example  of  Chrill.  I  hey 
heard  with  conhderabie  attention,  and  I  felt  fome  fweet 
freedom  in  pr effing  them  to  come  to  Chrift.  May  9th* 
“  For  the  laft  three  Sabbaths  my  foul  has  been  much 
comforted  in  feeing  fo  large  a  congregation,  more  efpeci- 
ally  as  many  attend  who  are  not  our  own  workmen,  from 
the  parts  adjacent,  whofe  attendance  muff  be  wholly  dif- 
interefled.  I  therefore  now  rejoice  in  feeing  a  regular 
congregation ,  compofed  of  from  two  to  fix  hundred  people, 
of  all  defcriptions,  Mufiulmen,  Brahmins,  and  other 
clafies  of  Hindoos.  I  this  day  attempted  to  preach  to 
them  more  regularly,  from  Luke  iv.  18.  The  fpirit  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  me ,  hecaufe  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  the  poor ,  GY.  in  which  difcourfe  I  endeavoured 
to  prove  the  miferable  ftate  of  unconverted  man,  as  fpiri- 
tually  poor,  &c.  as  bound  by  a  fmful  difpofition,  and  by 
pernicious  cuftoms,  and  vain  expectations  of  happinefs, 
from  falfe  and  idolatrous  worfhip ;  I  alfo  took  occafion  to 
obferve,  that  both  in  the  fhaffers  and  koran  there 'were 
many  good  obfervations  and  rules,  fuch  as  ought  to  be 
regarded  ;  but  that  one  thing  they  could  not  inform  us  of, 
viz.  how  God  can  forgive  fin  confidently  with  hisjufiice, 
and  fave  finners  in  a  way  in  which  juftice  and  mercy 
could  harmonize.  I  told  them,  moreover,  that  their 
books  were  like  a  loaf  of  bread,  in  which  there  was  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  good  Hour,  but  mixed  with  fome 
very  malignant  poifon,  which  made  the  whole  fo  poifon- 
ous,  that  whoever  finould  eat  of  it  would  die  :  fo  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  writings  contained  much  good  inftruc- 
tion,  mixed  with  deadly  poifon.  1  appealed  to  them, 
whether  any  of  their  idols  could  give  rain,  (a  blefling 
much  wanted  at  this  time),  or  whether  they  could  do  them 
any  fervice  at  all  ?  When  an  old  MuiTulman  anfwered 
aloud,  c  No,  they  have  no  power  at  all.’  And  in  this 

n  n  4  he 
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he  included  the  Mufllilmen’s  peers ,  or  fpirits  of  their 
faints,  as  well  as  the  heathen  idols.  I  observed,  that  the 
call  was  a  ftrong  chain,  by  which  they  were  bound.-- 
I  afterwards  Ipoke  of  the  fuitablenefs  and  glory  of  the 

St6!’  wh;ch  P?P°t  an  infinitely  great  facrifice  for 
infinite  gink,  and  a  free  lalvation  for  poor  and  perifhing 
inners.  In  the  afternoon  I  enlarged  on  the  fame  fubjeek 
1  .feL  my  °™J  foul  warmed,  and  hope  for  good.  God  has 
f‘ve"  m'  of  a  greater  concern  for  the  falvation  of 
the  heathen,  and  I  have  been  enabled  to  make  it  a  more 
importunate  requeft  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

jan.  1796.  “  It  was  always  my  opinion  that  millions 

may  and  mule  lupport  themfelves,  after  havino-  been  fent 
out  and  received  a  little  fupport  at  firft.  And  in  confe- 
quence  I  purlue  a  very  little  worldly  employment,  which 
requires  three  months  cloiifh  attendance  in  the  year;  but 
this  is  in  the  rains — the  mod  unfavourable  feafon  for 
exertion.  I  have  a  diftricl  of  about  twenty  miles  fquare, 
where  I  am  continually  going  from  village  to  village  to 
pubnili  the  gofpel  ;  and  in  this  fpace  are  about  two  hun- 
oreu  villages,  whole  inhabitants  from  time  to  time  hear 
the  word.  My  manner  of  travelling  is  with  two  final! 
boats;  one  ferves  me  to  live  in,  and  the  other  for  cook¬ 
ing  my  food.  1  carry  ali  my  furniture  and  food  with  me 
from  place  to  place,  viz.  a  chair,  a  table,  a  bed,  and  a 
lamp.  I  walk  from  village  to  village,  but  repair  to  my 
boat  for  lodging  and  eating. 

“  a  *Pecimen”  of  the  manner  of  my  preaching-, 
U  1  will  juft  deferibe  one  feafon.at  a  large  village  about 
four  miles  from  Mudnabatty,  called  Chmfurah.  I  went 
one  Lord’s  day  afternoon  to  the  place,  attended  by  a  few 
per fons  from  Mudnabatty.  When  I  got  into  the  town,  I  faw 
an  idolatrous  temple,  finely  built  with  bricks.  In  order 
to  excite  attention,  I  afked  what  place  that  was  ?  They 
faid  it  was  a  Thakooranee,  that  is,  a  fhe  debta,”  or 
faint,  cc  I  afked  if  it  was  alive  ?  They  faid,  yes.  Well, 
i  nd  I,  I  v v  ill  lee  her,  and  accordingly  went  towards  the 
place;  when  they  all  called  out,  ‘  No,  Sir,  no;  it  is 
only  a  done.’  I  however  mounted  the  fleps,  and  bewail 
to  talk  aoout  the  folly  and  wickeunefs  of  idolatry.  A 
bazar,  01  market,  near  at  hand,  was  very  noify;  I  there-? 
fore  removed  to  a  little  diftance,  under  a  tamarind  tree, 
where  we  began  by  fmging  the  hymn,  ‘  O  who  befides 
can  deliver  !  -By  this  time  a  pretty  large  concourfe 
01  people  was  allembled  3  and  I  began  to  djfcourfe  with 

them 
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them  upon  the  things  of  God.  It  is  obvious  that  giving 
out  a  text  ,  and  regularly  dividing  it,  could  not  be  of  any 
ufe  to  thole  who  never  heard  a  word  of  the  bihle  in  their 
lives.  I  therefore  dwelt  upon  the  worth  of  the  foul,  its 
fallen  hale,  the  guilt  of  all  men  who  had  broken  God’s 
righteous  law,  and  the  impoflibility  of  obtaining  pardon 
at  the  expenfe  of  the  honours  of  divine  juffice.  I  then 
inquired,  what  way  of  life  (or  falvation)  confident  with 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  was  propofed  in  any  of  their 
fhafters  r  T  hey,  faid  I,  fpeak  of  nine  incarnations  of 
Veeilmu  paft,  and  one  to  come;  but  not  one  of  them  is 
pretended  to  be  for  the  falvation  of  a  firmer.  They  wer 
only  to  preferve  a  family,  kill  a  giant,  make  war  again ii: 
tyrants,  6cc.  all  which  God  could  as  well  have  accom- 
plifhed  without  thefe  incarnations.  The  incarnation  of 
a  deity,  I  added,  is  a  matter  of  too  great  importance  to 
take  place  in  fo  ludicrous  a  manner,  and  for  l'uch  mean 
ends  and  purpofes.  The  Matlya Obeetar  (or  Avatar)  you 
know,  was  to  become  the  rudder  of  a  boat,  and  preferve 
a  family  in  a  great  hood  ;  and  the  wild  ho.?  incarnation 
was  to  kill  a  giant,  and  to  draw  up  the  earth  out  of  the  fea 
when  it  was  finking  ;  but  this  God,  who  created  it,  might 
have  eafily  accompiifhed  without  any  fuch  interpofition ! 
I  obferved  how  miferahle  they  muff  be  whofe  whole  reli¬ 
gion  only  refpected  the  body,  and  whofe  fhafters  could 
point  out  no  falvation  for  the  foul.  Then  I  fpake  of  the 
way  of  life  by  Chrift,  his  fufferings  for  us,  &c. 


“  T'his  is  the  method  of  preaching  that  I  ufe  among 
them.  Nothing  of  this  kind  appears  to  give  them  offence. 


Many  wifh  to  hear,  but  many  abhor  the  thoughts  of  th 
gofpel  :  the  Brahmins  fear  to  lofe  their  gain,  the  higher 
caffs  their  honour,  and  the  poor  tremble  at  the  vengeance 
of  their  debtas.” 

In  Odfober,  1795,  Mr.  Carey  fays,  “  I  can  preach 
an  hour  with  tolerable  freedom,  fo  that  all  who  fpeak 
the  language  well,  or  can  read  or  write,  perfectly  under¬ 
hand  me ;  yet  the  labouring  people  can  underhand  but 
little.” 

translating  and  printing. 

Mr.  Carey’s  letter  to  the  fociety,  Dec.  30,  1795,  con^ 
tains  this  intereffing  paragraph.  “  I  find  the  tranflation 
of  the  bible  a  delightful  employ,  and  am  occupied  in  it 
every  day.  In  addition  to  Genefis,  Exodus,  Matthew 
Mark,  and  James,  (which  are  ready  for  the  prefs)  we 
have  entered  on  Leviticus,  with  the  gofpel  by  Luke,  and 
the  Acts  of  the  Apohles,  The  gofpel  by  John,  and  the 

epifile 
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ep rftle  to  the  Galations  only  want  correcting  ;  and  I  hope 
beioie  this  letter  reaches  you,  more  will  be  completed. ” 

jan.  16,  1796.  The  people  among  whom  I  labour 
ate  in  Tome  refpects  difterent  from  many  other  Heathens 
in  this,  that  they  have  a  written  language  ;  and  can  we 
oul  ontain  the  neceflary  affiftance  from  England,  it  will 
b^  a  gi^at  ooject  to  print  tne  Bible, ^  and  difperfe  it  gratis. 
AVe  thought  or  doing  it  at  our  own  expenfe,  if  only 
a  chapter  at  a  time  ;  and  have  not  given  up  the  idea  of 
devoting  every  cowry  that  God  gives  us  to  this  important 
work;  there  are  types,  prefies,  and  printers  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  (But  he  laid  in  a  former  letter,  printing  is  uncom - 
?non!y  expenfive  here.  )  u  The  tranflation  is  getting  for- 
Money  to  publijh  it  is  the  only  thing  wanted .” 


wan 


and  engaged  other 

o  o 
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Mr.  1  homas’s  letter  to  Mr.  Pearce,  Sept.  25,  1795. 

I  have  a  1  undit  to  affift  me  in  the  tranflation,  whole 
name  is  Podo  Lofon ,  a  native  of  that  famous  metropolis 

Bengal  learning,  Nuddea.  This  is  he  who  taught  me 
wnat  little  I  know  of  Sanfcrit,  before  i  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Fie  is  a  Brahman,  begins  to  be  very  ufeful,  and 
has  been  at  all  times  ready  and  willing  to  translate;  but 
is  quite  iilent  when  a  Iked,  JVhai  think  you  of  Chrift?  In 
every  letter,  however,  when  abfent,  he  Pyles  the  Bible 
the  true  fi}  after ,  and  profeffes  to  believe  that  it  will  over- 
fpread  the  earth.  He  has  taken  the  45  t  it  hymn  of  Rippon’s 
Selection,  JJhamed  of  Jefus ,  and  put  the  tranflation  of  it 
into  good  verie,  let  it  to  a  tune 
Brahmans  to  fing  it.” 

E  MCOU  R  AGE  MEN  T. 

Whoever  embarks  in  the  bufmefs  of  foreign  millions, 
efpecially  among  people  of  a  hard  language,  mu  ft  expeCt 
incalculable  difficulties  on  a  lea  of  trouble.  For  fuch, 
our  brethren,  bleffed  be  God,  in  feme  meafure  were  pre¬ 
pared.  Difappointments  ftrewed  their  path  before  they 
could  leave  their  native  land  ;  and  difficulties  were  to  be 
encountered  when  they  reached  the  fhores  of  India.  The 
profpecis  which  at  length  opened  to  them  by  their  fitu- 
ation  in  the  indigo  manufactories,  at  Maypauldiggy  and  at 
Mudnabatty,  flattered  their  hopes,  but  were  by  no  means 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  their  wiihes.  They  had  much  to 
learn,  as  well  as  much  to  teach.  A  great  impediment  u  in 
fpeaking  to  the  Hindoos,  arifes  from  the  various  dialeCfs 

*  Their  wifh  has  been  to  print  the  Bible,  and  other  ufeful  things,  in  the 
Bengal  and  Hindoflanee  languages, 

which 
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which  prevail  in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  and  from 
the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  common  people,  who  are 
not  able  to  underftand  one  of  their  own  countrymen,  who 
fpeaks  the  language  well,  without  a  conffderable  diffi¬ 
culty.  Their  poverty  alfo  obliges  them  to  labour  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-fet.”  But  ffrong  attachment  to  their  caff 
appears  to  be  the  mold  heavy  chain  ever  u  forged  by  the 
devil  to  hold  the  Hindoos  in  flavery.33 

Thefe  things  confidered,  the  profpedds  of  our  brethren 
are  as  luminous  as  can  reasonably  be  expected.  F  ebruary, 
1795.  The  people  deffred  Mr.  Carey  “  to  fet  up  a 
weekly  meeting  to  read  the  Bible  to  them,  and  explain 
it and  iC  a  pretty  large  aiiembiy  of  natives3’  told  him, 
that  a  they  wanted  inftruddion,  and  deffred  him  to  in  it  rued 
them  upon  the  Lord's  day.”  A  week  after,  u  a  coirfi- 
derable  number  of  them  came  of  their  own  will,  and 
deffred  to  be  inidrudded.33  They  were  coliedded  from  the 
villages  where  Mr.  Carey  had  preached  before,  and  from 
fome  where  he  had  not  been.  u  Mold  of  them  were 
even  of  influence,  being  mundulls,  or  heads  of  villages. 
Their  attention  was  very  great,  their  quell  ions  lerious 
and  pertinent/3 

It  muff  have  been  very  animating  to  fee  the  natives, 
from  four  to  five  hundred,  after  a  ferious  attendance  on 
the  word,  retire  fhouting,  Alla ,  O  God!  and  Mr.  Carey’s 
heart  was  cc  much  comforted’3  with  the  fight.  This  was 
in  May,  1795,  as  mentioned  before.  The  December 
following  he  lays,  u  I  have  not  yet  leen  much  fruit  of 
my  labours  ;  the  mold  I  can  fay  is  of  a  young  man  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  a  Brahman,  who  has  appeared  very 
thoughtful  for  fome  time0  and  frequently  converted  with 
much  feeling  about  his  eternal  concerns.  I  pray  God  it 
may  end  well.  His  concern  has  continued  now  nearly 
three  months,  and  appears  rather  to  iucreafe  than  other- 
wife.  His  name  is  Cassinut  Mookhurgee.  He 
publicly,  and  with  great  boidnefs  attacks  the  fuperffi- 
tions  of  his  countrymen,  and  is  a  great  help  in  explaining 
what  I  fay  in  preaching  to  the  capacities  of  thofe  who 
with  difficulty  underffand  me.  It  is  alfo  pleaffng  to  me 
to  obferve,  that  the  poor  people,  who  fcarce  ever  thought 
of  any  thing  but  what  they  fhould  eat,  drink,  and  wear ; 
and  how  they  fhould  cheat  their  zemindars  (landholders), 
now,  to  the  amount  of  fome  hundreds,  underffand  more 
or  lefs  of  the  gofpel  fcheme ;  and  this  new  doddrine  is  be¬ 
come  the  matter  of  their  converfation  with  one  another. 

1  hey 
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I  hey  aJ  lo  treat  their  idols  v/ith  words  of  bolder  con¬ 
tempt  than  heretofore.  Some  gofpel  hymns  are  alfo  now 
very  frequently  lung  among  them.” 

Mr.  1  homas  and  I  have  alfo  received  letters  from  feme 
people  at  Dinagepore,  the  capital  of  the  diffridf,  whom 
v/e  had  never  leen  ;  but  having  heard  of  the  gofpel,  they 
have  lolicited  us  to  fend  a  part  of  the  tranfiation  of  the 
holy  leripfures,”  which  they  call  the  unparalleled  words , 
to  be  lent  to  them. 

But  if  it  may  be  proper,  in  any  meafure,  to  effimate  the 
fuccels  of  the  miiTionaries,  by  the  means  of  doing  good  with 
which  they  have  now  furnifhed  themfelves,  the  tranf- 
lation  of  fo  great  a  part  of  the  facred  feriptures  muff  be 
confidered  as  of  vaff  confequence,  u  That  part  of  the 
Bible  which  is  tranflated  has  been  read  to  feveral  hundreds 
of  the  natives”  already.  But  the  books  of  Mofes,  the 
Go  f  pels,  the  Adds,  and  the  fmall  epiffles,  will  fpeak  every 
day  where  the  miiiionaries  are  abfent,  and  they  may  in¬ 
form  and  refrefh  the  hearts  of  thoufands  when  the  tranf- 
lators  are  deep  in  the  duff. 

i 

Mr.  Carey  :  u  'Fo  the  pleafing  information  of  our 
bodily  welfare,  and  that  of  our  children,  I  can  now  add, 
that  a  Baptist  Church  is  formed  in  this  diffant  quarter 
of  the  globe  :  our  members  indeed  are  but  four  in  num- 
her,”  all  Europeans,  u  viz.  Mr.  Thomac,  myfelf,  a  Mr. 
Long,  (who  had  been  baptized  by  Mr.  Thomas  when  he 
wes  in  India  before),  and  a  Mr.  Powel,  who  accompanied 
him  from  England,  whom  I  baptized  on  the  iff  of  No¬ 
vember  this  year,  (179s'),  on  which  day  we  were  fo- 
lomnly  united  as  a  Church  of  Chriff,  and  the  Lord's- 
1  upoer  has  been  admin  iff  ered  among  us  tv/ ice. 

Mr.  Powel  is  a  very  hopeful  young  man ;  he  burns 
with  zeal  for  the  converfion  of  the  heathen,  and  I  hope 
he  will  prove  a  valuable  acquiiit-ion  to  the  million.” 

Many  beautiful  quotations  might  yet  be  made  from 
No.  m  of  the  Periodical  Accounts,  but  we  muff,  at  pre- 
lent  rep  refs  our  inclination,  and  terminate  this  article 
with  older v in g, 

That,  u  in  the  month  of  January,  1796,  John  Foun¬ 
tain,  a  young  man,  a  member  of  the  church  at  Eagle - 
Jlreet^  London,  was  recommended”  to  the  committee  “  as 
a  perfon  whole  heart  was  engaged  in  the  work  of  mil¬ 
lions,  and  whofe  character  was  fuitable  to  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking.”  His  views  and  his  motives  were  inquired  into; 
and,  having  engaged  v/ith  them  in  prayer,  u  the  committee 

refolved 
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refolved  to  accept  him  as  a  mi  (lion  ary.  9  Fowai  as  the 
latter  end  of  April,  1796,  he  let  fail  from  Grave  lend  in 
an  American  fiiip.  One  letter,  dated  off  Madeira,  May  1 7, 
has  been  received  from  him,  in  which  he  writes  or  being 
in  health,  and  fays,  cc  Rlefifed  be  the  God  ot  all  corn  ela¬ 
tion  and  grace,  1  meet  with  nothing  but  what  is  fur- 
mountable  by  fortitude,  or  eafily  borne  with  patience  ; 
and  1  can  yet  fin?- with  dear.  Mr.  N.  who  forewarned 
me  of  hardihips, 

Each  fvveet  Ebenezer  I  have  in  review, 

Confirms  his  good  pleafure  to  help  me  quite  through. 


'/ 


SIERRA  LEONE. 

The  Periodical  Accounts  favour  us  in  detail,  with  an 

explicit  narrative”  of  the  million  to  Africa,  of  which 
there  is,  <c  at  prefent,  a  total  fufpenfion.” 

The  reafon  of  its  fufpenfion,  in  general,  may  be  learned 
from  the  following  extract  : 

“  It  is  with  concern  we  inform  the  friends  of  the  mif- 
fion,  that  Mr.  Rod  way’s  health  has  been  fo  interrupted, 
a  1  mo  ft  from  his  fir  ft  arrival  in  Africa,  as  to  incapacitate 
him  from  making  any  attempts  towards  the  converllon  of 
the  natives,  and  fully  to  convince  us,  that  his  conftitu- 
tion  is  not  fuited  to  that  climate.  After  a  trial  of  more 
than  eight  months,  it  was  judged  necefiary  by  the  fenior 
furgeon  of  the  colony,  that  he  fhould  return  to  England. 
HeTccordingly  quitted  Africa,  and  arrived  at  Briftol  in 
the  latter  end  of  September,  1796.” 

It  feems  alfo,  that  cc  Mr.  Grigg  had  imbibed  feme  pre¬ 
judice  againft  a  principal  perfon  in  the  colony  ;  and  em¬ 
broiled  himfelf  in  fuch  unhappy  difputes,”  as  made  it  ne¬ 
cefiary  for  him  to  leave  the  colony. 

The  fociety,  while  they  recoiled!,  that  cc  in  under¬ 
takings  of  this  kind,”  thev  cc  ought  to  lay  their  aCcouhts 
with  a  portion  of  difappointment,”  ferioufiy  appre¬ 
hend,  that  cc  it  may  be  the  defign  of  God,  by  covering 
this  undertaking  with  a  cloud  for  the  prefent,  to  try 
them.”  They  agreed  to  obferve  a  day  of  folemn  faffing 
and  prayer  on  Dec.  28,  1796. 

It  is  pleafing,  however  to  report-,  that  u  the  natives 
of  Africa  difeover  a  willingnefs  to  hear  the  gofpel,  and 

look 
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look  up  to  white  men  with  great  refpea,  accounting  it 

4  avou.!  * lat  they  will  go  thither,  to  inflru&  them* _ 

i  here  is  an  open  door  both  at  Port  Logo ,  and  in  the 
country,  if  fuitable  perfons  are  but  willing  to  enter 
tii.  i  he  committee  add,  “  v/e  trull  that  this,  and  even 
out  prelent  disappointment,  will  provoke  us  and  others  to 

O TAO  for  Q  -s»-  A-  .  „  3) 


greater  exertions. 


THE  PARTICULAR  BAPTIST  FUND, 

LONDON. 


I  o.e  nine  *  churches,  whole  miniilers  and  mcllengers 
conftitute  the  fund,  collected,  for  1795,  the  fum*  of 
£.720  12s.  3 d.  fterling.  The  church  at  Norwich  fent  up 
a  collection  of  /,3  6s.  6 d.  Mr.  Frederick  Miller’s  legacy 
of  £.100  was  received,  and  Mr.  John  Lind’s  dona¬ 
tion  of  £. 60 ,  The  diftributions  were  made  in  the  fpring 
oj  1796,  when  it  appeared,  by  a  fummary  view  of  the 
land  accounts,  that,  including  an  allowance  to  the  mif- 
iion  in  North  Waies,  and  an  extra  exhibition  of  200 
guineas  divided  among  fundry  poor  miniilers,  who  had 
laige  families,  the  diiburfements  of  the  year  amounted  to 
£.1612  igs.  4 cL 

1  o  the  collections  in  the  laid  London  churches  for 
1796,  making  the  fumof^.674  2s.  were  added,  the 
Norwich  collection  2s.  4 d.  and  a  donation  of  £.  100, 

by  Mr.  Archer  Ward,  of  Derby.  The  diftributions 
were  made  in  March  and  April,  1797.  The  million  to 
North  Wales  was  encouraged  as  before,  and  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  year  was  /.  1310  6s.  6 d. 

This  year  the  managers  have  fent  a  letter  to  the  dea¬ 
cons  of  thofe  churches  which  received  afhftance  from  the 
fund,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  inftitution.  In  which 
tOeyalfo  lay,  that cc  they  find  themfelves  incapable  of  exhi¬ 
biting  half  the  aftiftance  which  they  could  wilh,  to  many 


*  There  were  ten  churches  which  colle&ed  for  the  fund  in  London,  till 
the  year  1795;  but  as  the  7th  day  Baptill  church  at  Cripplcgate  received 
more  from  it  annually  than  its  contribution  to  it,  the  fundees  could  not  fee 
.the  propriety  of  receiving  a  yearly  collection  from  them,  under  fuch  cir- 
'eumflances. 
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of  thofe  cafes  which  come  under  their  notice  and, 
therefore,  earneftly  requeft  the  deacons  of  each  lociety 
u  to  ufe  every  prudent  mean,  as  their  office  demands, 
for  the  comfortable  fupport  of  their  pallor  or  miniiler ; 
that  fo  if  practicable,  they  may  not,  in  future,  have  any 
occailon  to  apply  lor  afiiftance  from  this  fund.  The 
managers  having  long  fufpected  that  various  of  our 
churches  in  the  country,  which  have  been  ufed  to  apply 
for  annual  exhibitions,  might,  with  proper  exertions  of 
their  own,  have  comfortably  provided  for  their  miniilers 
without  any  foreign  aid.”  t  hey  add,  u  If,  however 
after  all  your  endeavours,  it  be  neceflary  for  you  to  folicit 
aiiillance  from  the  managers  of  this  inftitution — it  is 
expected^  That,  previous  to  every  freih  application,  you 
make  a  public  coiledlion,  for  the  fund,  and  mention  its 
amount  in  your  petitions.  That  in  your  petition  or  cafe, 
there  be  a  concife  reprefentation  of  the  faith  of  the 
church,  and  of  your  pallor,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
perfon  of  Chriil,  and  the  dodtrine  of  the  Trinity  ;  of 
your  pallor’s  domeilie  circumilances,  if  he  have  a  family ; 
of  his  laft  year’s  Hilary;  and  of  the  [number]  and  increafe 
or  decreafe  of  your  members,  fee.” 


COUNTRY  CASES,* 

PATRONISED  IN  LONDON  IN  1795,  1 796. 


CHURCHES. 

PRESENTED. 

RECOMMENDED 

WANTED.  COLLE 

Great  Driffield 

Dec.  3, 

I79° 

Mar. 

6, 

1 79  5 

£  180 

O 

0 

Bottesford 

Dec.  3, 

1790 

June 

5, 

1795 

71 

*9 

0 

71 

Dudley 

May  i , 

1789 

OR. 

2, 

1 79  5 

I  60 

16 

6 

7*9 

lyngiton 

Feb.  4, 

1791 

Nov. 

6, 

1795 

300 

0 

0 

65 

Weflon  by  Wee 

don  OR.  7, 

1791 

Mar. 

4> 

U96 

70 

0 

0 

70 

Coilingham 

July  1, 

1791 

July 

U 

J  79  6 

36 

0 

0 

36 

Ebenezer 

July  4, 

1794 

J»iy 

D 

1796 

60 

0 

0 

4.5 

Slaithwaite 

July  6, 

1792 

Sept. 

2, 

1 796 

123 

16 

9 

76 

Shrewfbury 

OR. 

7> 

1796 

172 

0 

0 

I  / 2 

*  Bridgevvater,  AugiiR  3,  1792,  wanted  £  16  ^—having  been  fupplied 
without  coming  to  London,  the  cafe  was  withdrawn. 

f  A 3  the  cafes  of  Ebenezer,  in  Anglefea,  and  Coilingham,  in  Notting- 
hamfbirc,  wanted  fa  fruull  a  fum,  the  committee  united  them  both  toge¬ 
ther. 


The  Merten  gers  to  meet  on  Wednefday,  the  13th  of  December,  at  Four  o’Clock  precifely,  to  make  a  NEW  LIST. 
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The  Figures  refer  to  the  Pages ;  adv.  is  put  for  advertifed , 

ABBOTT,  Rev.  Henry,  goes  Baldwin,  Rev. Thomas, ('Bolton* 
^  to  North  Carolina*  and  dies,  MafTachufetts)  his  late  publi- 

52.  cations,  471. 

Adams,  Mr.  Thomas,  an  ex-  Baltic,  one  minifter  on  the,  vefy 
emplary  deacon  at  Leomin-  ufeful,  214. 
her,  99.  B  apt  if  Society  in  London  for 

Addrefej  from  the  Baptiil  So-  itinerant  preaching,  rules  of, 
c'iety  in  London  for  the  en-  469. 

couragement  and  fupport  of  Barnett ,  Rev.  James,  his  ordi- 
itinerant  preaching,  465.  nation,  119. 

Ain f worth.  Rev,  Henry,  two  Bafel,  (Switzerland,)  account  of 
of  his  pieces  republifhed,  and  the  gofpel  minifters  in  the 
an  account  of  his  life  drawn  city,  and  Canton  of,  21 1. 
up  by  Dr.  Stuart  of  Edin-  Battle ,  Suflex,  a  new  church 
burgh,  476.  formed  there,  1 2,  33. 

Alface ,  hate  of  religion  there  Baxter ,  a  beautiful  quotation 
at  the  beginning  of  thepre-  from  him,  462,  note. 


fent  war,  2 1 1 . 

Ancona,  2  very  entertaining  let¬ 
ter  from  thence,  403. 

Andrews,  Rev.  Jolhua,  (Breck- 
nocklhire)  account  of  him, 
108. 

Ajfjociation  letter,  a  ihort  one,  68. 


Bealer,  Charles,  of  Upper  In- 
dian-land.  South  Carolina 
his  biography,  44. 

Beard,  F.ev.  James  Freeman, 
ordained,  190. 

Beddome,  Rev.  John,  Mr.  Fof- 
kett’s  intimate  friend,  423, 
called  to  the  minifhy,  ih. 
TDACKUS, Rev.  Ifaac,  his  piece  Beddome,  Rev.  Benjamin,  hi 
on  the  two  witneffes,  ad<v.  biography,  314. 

78,  and  alfo  his  Church  Hif-  Belcher,  Rev.  Jofeph/  his  crdi- 
tory  of  New  England,  471.  nation,  480. 

Bain,  Rev.  John,  of  Downton,  Belknap,  Rev.  Dr,  Jeremy,  of 
his  ordination,  T89.  America,  his  account  of  new 

difcovered  iflands,  40^ 

'May,  1797]  O  0 
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Bengal,  the  dialecds  of  it,  155, 
Baptid  midion  there, — fee 
Thomas  and  Carey. 

Berry ,  Rev.  Thomas,  his  ordi¬ 
nation,  48 1  j, 

Bethel  Affociation,  America,  in 
1 7 9 3 >  *93- 

Bichenoy  Rev.  James,  his  fynop- 
ticai  table  of  prophetic  num¬ 
bers,  76.  His  “"Signs  of  the 
Times”  reviewed  and  com¬ 
mended,  77.  His  other  pub¬ 
lications,  adv.  340. 

Biggs ,  Rev.  James,  his  fermon, 
ad*v.  340. 

Bird  of  Paradife,  a  Poem,  by 
Dr.  Stennett,  389. 

Birt,  Rev.  Mr.  Iketch  of  his 
letter  on  holinefs,  182.  His 
vindication  of  the  Baptids, 
ad'V.  219. 

Blaenau  church,  (Monmouth- 
fhire)  iketch  of  its  hidory,  2 1 , 
note. 

Blundely  Rev.  Thomas,  (Arnf- 
by)  his  ordination,  117. 

Books,  catalogue  of,  for  1793, 
76.  For  1794,  219.  For 
1795,  and  1796,  340.  For 
1797,  471,  478. 

Booth,  Rev.  Abraham,  iketch  of 
two  of  his  fermons,  1 20 — his 
lad  publication,  ad<v.  471. 

Bopwell,  Mr.  Richard,  318,  note. 

Bovodoinham  affociation,  (Maf- 
fachufetts)  in  1793,  193 — 
their  great  increafe,  206. 

Braidnjoood,  Mr.  William, 
a  regider  of  his  publications, 
478.  ' 

B raker.  Rev.  Jofhua,  ordained, 
i  91 .  1 

Brettel- lane  Society  formerly 
met  at  Stourbridge,  136. 

Briftoly  Baptid  Academy  there, 
hidory  of  it,  413;  fird  Baptid 
dudent  there,  of  whom  we 
have  as  yet  any  account,  419, 
by  whom,  founded,  420.  the 
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Baptids  there  perfecuted  and 
imprifoned,  ib.  the  Edu- 
ation  Society  at,  441. 
Broadmead  church,  (Bridol)  its 
increafe  and  decreafe  in  1 794, 
185. 

Br  ‘onjjn,  Rev.Mr.(Calcutta,)  1 63 
— - — ,  Mr.  James,  an  excellent 
deacon  of  Prefcott  (Devon) 
his  death  lamented,  184. 

— ■* — ,  Mr.  William,  of  Adi- 
ford,  pleadng  account  of  him, 
227. 

Burkitt,  Rev.  Lemuel,  of  North 
Carolina,  a  piece  of  his,  adv. 
219. 

Butler ,  Rev.  William,  dnidied 
his  courfe  well,  1 1 2. 

Button,  Rev.  William,  anal  yds 
of  his  fermon  on  the  fad,  78. 

V 

QAREY,  Rev.  Mr.  a  mif- 
fionary-— his  calculations  of 
the  millions  in  pagan  dark- 
nefs,  153,  note .  Letter  to 
the  church  at  Leiceder,  158. 
His  letter  to  the  fociety,  1 5 1 . 
See  mijjion . 

Carmichael,  Rev.  Robert,  (Scot¬ 
land)  becomes  a  baptid,  363. 
Cajjinut  Mookhurgee,  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  this  Brahman,  529. 
C  atechijing  children  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Midland  af¬ 
fociation,  134.  Bleffed 
abroad,  214. 

Cave,  Rev.  Benjamin,  or¬ 
dained,  1 91. 

Chacevoater  and  Truro,  extradd 
of  their  letter  to  the  aiToci- 
ation,  183. 

Charlejlon  affociation,  1793,  7 3. 
Chatham  fociety  profperous,  6. 
note. 

Cherry,  Rev.  John,  (Welling¬ 
ton),  his  ordination,  and 
academy,  for  the  education 
of  young  gentlemen,  118. 
His  affociation  letter  recom¬ 
mended,  265. 
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Churches,  Particular  Baptift,  in 
England  in  1 794,  1 . 

- in  Wales,  in  1 794,  1 7 

- - General  Baptift  in  W ales, 

in  1794,  24. 

Clarke ,  Rev.  William,  (Exon) 
fubftance  of  his  fermon  at 
Dr.  Ryland’s  fettlement,  123. 
Biography  of  him,  276. 
Subftance  of  Dr.  Ryland’s 
fermon  on  his  death,  272. 
Names  of  his  Undents*  277. 
note . 

Claxton  church,  profperous  490 

Cla  yton ,  Rev.  Henry,  of  Sal- 
lendine  Nook,  224. 

Cold  ford  church,  5,  note. 

C ongregati 0 nalifts,  in  fouthern 
ftates  of  America,  general 
afibciation  of,  130. 

Cornijh  tinners,  extolled,  460. 

Country  cafes  patronifed  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1793,  92.  In  1794, 
176.  In  1795  and  1796, 
533- 

Crawford,  Rev.  James,  of 
Kentuckey,  affectionately 
named,  203. 

Crockerton  church,  an  hope  of 
theirs,  prettily  expreffed,  1 84. 

Iff}  A NB  UR  T  affociation  (Con¬ 
necticut)  in  1793,  193. 

Dantzick  (Polifh  Pruftia)  ac¬ 
count  of  it  and  of  the  Bap¬ 
tift  church  there,  209. 

Dargan,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  (North 
Carolina,)  fhort  account  of 
him,  5  1 . 

Davey,  Mr.  William,  of  Chard, 
his  triumphant  death,  502. 

David,  Mrs.  of  Frame,  the 
amiable,  iiz. 

Davies,  Mr.  Robert,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Mr  donation  to  the 
Baptift  fund,  207. 

Davis,  Rev.  Thomas,  of  Read¬ 
ing,  his  wonderful  conver¬ 
sion,  513.  His  fuccefs,  518. 
And  diiTolution,  32 z. 
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Deacon,  a  reverend  one,  ordain¬ 
ed,  49c. 

Den?ndrk,  ftate  of  religion  in 
fome  parts  of  it,  212. 

Di/s,  the  church  there  flourifh- 
ing,  490. 

Diffenters  in  England,  and  Bap- 
tills  In  America  controlled, 
205. 

Dolan  and  Pentref church  (Rad¬ 
norshire),  fhort  account  of, 
23,  note* 

Dore,  Rev.  James,  his  laft  pub¬ 
lications,  47 1 . 

Dovjnton  church,  near  Salifbury 
defcribed,  189. 

Dublin,  account  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Society,  and  of  the 

ftate  6f  religion  in  the  vici- 
r  & 

mty  of,  405. 

Dudley,  Rev.  Ambrofe,  of  Ken¬ 
tuckey,  defcribed,  202. 

Dunn,  Rev.  Thomas,  of  New 
York,  his  publications  adv. 
79,  220. 

JRBS7IN  Rev.  Auguftus,  of 
Kentuckey,  defcribed  202 

Eeclcs,  probably  Eckles,  Rev. 
John.  417. 

Edinburgh ,  a  Baptift  church 
there  in  1652,  365. 

Education  Society,  the  Baptift 
at  Briftol,  its  formation,  420, 
benefactors  to  it,  455. 

Edwards,  Prefident,  fketch  of 
his  Mifcellaneous  Obferva- 
tions  on  important  fubjeCts, 
vol.  i.  79,  alio  vo'l.  ii.  which 
has  more  original  matter  in 
it  than  the  nrft,  472. 

— — »  Dr.  Jonathan,  two  of 
his  fermons,  adv.  81. 

- - ,  Rev.  Morgan,  of  Penn- 

fyl vania,  his  life  and  cha¬ 
racter  308. 

- - >  Rev.  Jofliua,  of  America, 

5CO,  note. 

5  Mr.  Abel,  of  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  the  fon  of  the  Rev. 
Jofliua,  his  biography,  500. 
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Rlkhcrn  Affociation(Kentuckey) 
1792,  and  May  18,  1793, 
67.  their  minutes  OCL  12, 

1795*  and  AuS’  7*  *79L 

1 94. 

Erjkine,  Rey.  John,  D.  D.  a 
fermon  of  his,'  adv.  81.  his 
account  of  one  of  Stoddard’s 
books  republiihed,  336.  Has 
favoured  the  public  with  a 
fmali  fupplement  to  Gillies’s 
hiftorical  collections,  472. 

Evans ,  Rev.  Thomas,  (grand¬ 
father  of  the  Rev.  Hugh)  his 
examination  before  the  triers, 
and  his  tedimonial,  43 1 . 

~ — ,  Rev.  Hugh,  of  Bris¬ 
tol,  his  biography,  431, 
dole  of  his  life,  437. 

- - ,  Rev.  Dr.  Caleb,  Briftol, 

Memoirs  of  him,  439. 

— - ,  Rev.  John,  (London)  his 

publications  adv.  220,  340, 
472. 

- — — ,  Rev.  David,  of  Dark- 
gate,  Carmarthen,  deceafed, 

O  ' 


37- 


Rev.  Benjamin  (Leicef- 
terlhire)  his  ordination,  345. 
— .  John,  from  Wales,  in 
nf  Welfh  Indians  be¬ 


yond  the  Milli  flip  pi,  133, 
Enjoin,  Rev.  Mr.  of  Hopewell, 
in  America,  511. 

Exeter  church,  in  1794,  men¬ 
tion  two  perfons  whom  they 
lent  into  the  Miniftry,  184. 
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houfe,  2  note. 

Fawcett,  Rev.  John,  two  of 
his  publications  adv.  82.  His 
metrical  imitation  of  Ram 
Bofhoo’s  hymn  175,  his  me¬ 
moir  of  Rev.  Jo fhu a  Wood, 
223. 

E inly ,  Rev.  Robert,  of  Ken- 
tuckey,  refped fully  noticed, 
203. 


Foleys*  or  Pholeys,  the,  on 
the  river  Gambia,  their 
manners,  402. 

Forfar  Prefbytery  fend  out  a 
miiiionary  to  Nova  Scotia, 
207. 

Fojkett ,  B.ev.  Bernard,  his  bio¬ 
graphy,  422. 

Foft  sr,  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin, 
(Ne  w  York)  his  fuccefs  in 
1785;  account  of  his  late 
amiable  wife,  111. 

Fountain ,  John,  a  miflionary 
lately  fent  to  India,  530. 

Francis,  Rev.  Benjamin,  his 
dying  chriftian,  a  poem,  327. 

Freeman,  Mr.  Jofhua,  of  North 
Carolina,  271. 

- Rev.  Wm,  ordained,  190. 

Fuller,  Rev.  Andrew,  a  con¬ 
vention  and  wifh  concern¬ 
ing  his  Calviniftic  and  Soci- 
nian  fyllem  compared,  82. 
refpeCt  fhewn  to  him,  458, 
His  fermon  at  St.  Albans. 
473.  Syllabus  of  his  anfwer 
to  Dr.  Toulmin  and  Mr. 
Kentifh,  end . 

Fimd,  the  particular  Baptid,  in 
London,  amount  of  its  col¬ 
lections  and  didributions  in 

1793,  8  note ,  and  92.  in 

1794,  207.  in  1795J  and 
1796,  532. 

Furman,  Mrs.  Rachel  (High 
Hills  of  Santee),  reviving 
account  of  her,  281. 

— — Rev.  Richard,  a  dif- 
courfe  of  his  adv.  473. 

pJNGES,  veneration  of  the 

ljr  Hindoos  for  it,  147,  note. 

Cano,  Rev.  John,  of  Kentucky, 
deferibed,  202. 

Geard ,  Rev.  John,  of  Hitchin, 
his  letter,  397,  his  beauties 
of  Heijrv,  adv.  (vol.  L)  47  3* 

General  Aflembly,  in  London, 
refolutions  of,  in  1689,  418. 
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Central  afTociation  of  congrega- 
tionalifts,  and  General  A  deni - 
bly  of  Prefbyterians  in  Ame¬ 
rica  united  in  millions,  130. 

- -  Committee  of  Baptids, 

(Virginia)  1793?  65. 

George,  Rev.  David  (Sierra 
Leone),  Letter  from  him,  94. 

Gifford ,  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew,  in- 
fcription  under  his  bull  in  the 
mufeum,  at  Bridol,  450. 

Giles,  Mr.  William,  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  his  ad<v.  83. 

Gillard ,  Rev.  John,  his  death, 
18^.. 

Glebes,  contended  for  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  66. 

Gly  n-ceiriog  church  (in  North 
Wales)  and  her  miniders,  18, 

Gv  * ant  ham ,  Rev.  Thomas,  the 
famous  perfecuted  General 
Baptilt,  a  memorial  of  him, 

5°. 

Griffiths,  Rev.  John,  of  Hitch- 
in,  his  life  and  death,  394. 

Gniljborough  church,  their  place 
of  worlhip  burnt,  9,  note, 

J.  JALL,  Mr.  John,  of  Ida  n- 

derjy,  his  pleafant  fayings, 
piety,  and  death,  52. 

- Mifs  Martha,  of  Ipfwich, 

her  addition,  and  happy 
death,  53. 

• - ,  Rev.  Robert,  his  piece 

on  the  freedom  of  the  prefs, 
&c.  83. 

Harrell,  Rev.  Samuel,  of 
North  Carolina,  his  didolu- 
tion,  51. 

Harris,  Rev.  Caleb  (Llanwc- 
narth),  account  of  him,  97 

Hart,  Rev.  Oliver  (New  Jer- 
fey),  his  biography,  507. 

Haynes,  Rev.  Richard,  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  Wilts,  323,  note. 

Hexham  church  diffolved,  10, 
note. 

Highlanders  in  Nova  Scotia 
fend  for  a  million  ary,  208. 
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Hindoo  burning,  Mr.  Thomas's 
account  of  one,  142.  Origin 
of  the  practice,  ib.  note. 
Forty-feven  women  in  a  fire 
at  once,  144,  note.  Where 
mod  prevalent,  1 59. 

Hindoos,  defcription  of  their 
cad,  162,  163;  their  vedas 
and  fhaders,  1 49. 

Ilirjl,  Rev.  John,  extract  from 
his  afTociation  letter,  140. 

Hiftory  of  churches  and  minif¬ 
ters,  collection  of  it  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Warren  ado- 
ciation,  69. 

Hobbs,  Rev.  Jofeph  (Chat¬ 
ham),  his  ordination,  347. 

Holcombe,  Rev.  Henry  (South 
Carolina),  his  fermons  adaj. 

83‘ 

Hohnefs,  Mr.  Birt’s.  defcription 
of  it,  182. 

Holmes,  Rev.  Mr.  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  347. 

Horne,  Rev.  Melville,  his  fird 
fermon  at  length  to  the  na- 
tives  of  Africa,  249. 

* - ,  Rev,  William,  his  book 

adaj.  220. 

Hughes,  Rev.  Jofeph,  removes 
from  Bridol  to  Batterfea,  452 
note. 

Hunt,  Rev.  Thomas  (Watford), 
his  call  to  the  work  of  the 
minidry,  1 1 9,  and  ordina¬ 
tion,  1 20. 

Hutchings,  E.ev.  Thomas  (Uni- 
corn-yard,  London),  his  oi  di¬ 
nation,  348. 

Hyde,  Rev.  Robert,  his  fettle- 
ment,  349. 

JNDEPENDENTS  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  aiming  to  opprefs  their 
brethren  the  Baptids,  132. 

Indian  Chiefs,  the  convention, 
revolt,  and  recovery  of  two, 

1 7 1 ,  note. 

lug l is,  IV[r.  Henry,  a  register 
of  his  publications,  479. 


/ 
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Ippwich  church,  its  defirabie 
condition,  490. 

Itinerant  preaching  Society  in 
London,  rules  of  it,  469. 

— - Adociation  in  Edex,  plan 

of  it,  484. 

—  preaching  in  Cornwall, 
by  Medrs.  Steadman  and  Saf- 
fery,  459. 


JACKSON,  Rev.  Alvery, 

J  mentioned,  101. 

Jamie fon,  Dr.  Forfar,  preach¬ 
es  at  the  ordination  of  two 
miflionaries  going  to  Pi&ou, 
208. 

Jenkins,  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph,  his 
late  publications,  341. 

Jones,  Rev.  John  (Newfound¬ 
land),  a  bleHing  attending 
his  labours,  206. 

— — ,  Rev.  David,  Chaplain 
to  the  American  army,  132. 

Mr.  of  Tewkefbury, 
names  of  great  men* brought 
up  in  his  academy,  422. 

Jope,  Rev.  Caleb,  chofen  a 
tutor  of  Briftol  academy,  422. 

Joy,  holy,  in  God,  its  nature 
and  fources,  187. 


JfEAClPs,  Rev.  Benjamin’s 
^  church  fend’s  Mr.  John 
Beddome  into  the  minidry, 
423* 

Kent,  Rev.  John,  of  Brough¬ 
ton,  Hants,  fhort  account  of 
him,  505. 

Kent  and  Suffex  adociation,  in 

i?93>  33-  in .1794’  1 37-  Je- 
fire  their  miniders  to  vifit  the 
churches,  138.  their  minutes 
of  17958  264.  in  1796,  494. 
Kentuckey,  date  of  religion 
there  in  1 794,  and  price  of 
provilions,  201. 

King  don,  Rev.  John,  his  ac¬ 
count  of  Dr.  Ryland’s  fettle- 

j 

snent  at  Bride!,  123. 


Kinghome,  Rev.  Jofeph,  his 
late  publication,  341. 

King  fridge,  condition  of  the 
church  at,  in  1794,  184. 

Kings  ford,  Rev.  John,  his  fer- 
mon,  adv.  473. 

Kirkland,  Mr.  Samuel,  extra 61 
from  the  journals  of  his  mif- 
fton  among  the  Indians  of  the 
Six  Nations,  233. 

Kizelf,  John,  of  Sierra  Leone, 
an  a6l  of  his  generodty,  255. 

Knott,  Rev.  John,  of  Chatham, 
his  publications,  83,  221. 

JAN  GDON,  Rev.  Thomas, 
his  publication  adv.  220. 

La  Trobe,  Rev.  Chridian  Xpuia- 
tins,  remarkable  extra  6ts 

from  his  hidory  of  the  mif- 
fion  of  United  Brethren 
among  the  Indians,  173,  note » 

Law,  moral,  Freiident  Max- 
cy’s  letter  on  it,  70. 

Leipfic,  in  Saxony,  three  forts 
of  people  in  a  congregation 
there  deferibed,  213. 

Leitk,  Baptids  there  in  1652, 

Leupold,  Tobias,  willing  to 
fell  himfelf  for  a  dave,  if  he 
might  but  preach  Chrid  to 
thofe  in  davery,  350. 

Lind,  Mr.  John,  his  donation 
to  the  Baptid  Fund  in  Lon¬ 
don,  532. 

Livonia,  many  ferious  Chrif- 
tians  and  Miniders  there, 2  \  4. 

London,  Miniders,  in  1675, 
invite  their  brethren  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  to  a  Meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Metropolis,  417. 

Long,  Mr.  baptized  by  Mr. 
Thomas  in  India,  530. 

Lofcoe  Meeting  Houfe,  4,  note . 

Lough  wood  Church,  its  defir- 
able  condition  in  1794, 

Lowell,  Rev.  Samuel,  the  title 
of  one  of  his  publications,  3  4 1 

Lunsford,  Rev.  Lewis,  344* 
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7\J ABBOTT,  Rev.  Thomas, 

■  1  his  fettlement  at  Biggle- 
fwade,  192. 

M‘ Gregor,  Rev.  Mr.  Miffion- 
ary  to  the  Gaelic  Congrega¬ 
tion  at  Pidtou,  93.  His  fuc- 
cefs,  203. 

Magee,  Capt.  James,  his  dif- 
covery  of  a  group  of  Iflands, 
400. 

M'Lean,  Mr.  Archibald,  his 
publications  reglftered,  477. 

Manning,  Rev.  John  (Spald- 
v/ick)  ordained,  118. 

Margate  Church,  the  afiiilants 
in  at,  6,  note. 

Marriage,  a  form  to  be  provi- 

O  A  # 

ded  bv  fome  of  the  Amen- 
can  Baptiils  for  its  iolemni- 
zation,  65. 

Marti?j,  Rev.  John,  his  late 
publications,  473. 

Maxcy,  President,  his  letter  on 
the  moral  lav/,  70. 

Melkjham  church,  how  fuppiied 
for  years,  13,  note. 

Midland  afibciation  in  1 793? 
recommends  catechifmg,  1 34. 
and  an  affociation  lurid, 
135,  their  minutes  in  1794, 
133,  in  1795,  333. 

Midi,  P.ev.  John  (Wimburn), 
his  ordination,  1 17. 

Millard.  Rev.  John,  ordained, 
480. 

Miller,  Mr.  Frederick,  his  le¬ 
gacy  to  the  Baptift  Fund  in 
London,  532. 

Miniftry,  manner  of  Mr.  R.uf- 
ton’s  call  to  it,  483. 

Mif application  of  ficripture  la¬ 
mented  by  the  Rev.  G. 
Whitefield,  311,  note . 

Mijjion,  the  Particular  Baptifl, 
among  the  heathen  encou¬ 
raged,  27,  137.  No.  I.  of 
the  Periodical  Accounts,  221 
No.  II.  341.  No.  III.  474. 

f - the  Prefbytevian,  in  Nova 

*Scotia,  93. 


MiJJions,  the  Moravian,  hiftory 
of  mentioned,  173,  note,  frit 
fruits  of  ib.  one  on  the 


Wolga  near  Aftracan,  124 

MiJJionaries,  invited  to  go  to 
Nova  Scotia,  93.  among  the 
fouthern  andwertern  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,  1 30. 
two  of  the  Moravians  defir- 
ous  of  felling  themfelves,that 
they  might  go  among  the 
Haves  to  preach  Chrift,  347. 
a  piece  pubiilhed  for  the 
affiitance  of,  342. 

Millenary  Society,  plan  of  the 
259.  minutes  of  their  rneet- 


mgs,  257. 

Moncrieff,  Mr,  of  Glafgow,  his 
character  and  death,  372. 

Monthly  Meetings  of  the  Bap- 
tifis  in  London,  life  of  them 
in  1793,  92.  in  1794,  ‘176. 
in  1795?  192.  in  1796,  334. 
in  1 797’  534* 

Morris,  Rev.  Mr.  extra <£t  of 
his  afibciation  letter,  1 17. 

Mofdy,  Mr.  Robert,  honour¬ 
able  account  of  him,  46. 


J'yTEdL,  Rev.  Daniel,  a  new 
edition  of  his  hiilory  of 
the  puritans,  to  which  are 
prefixed  memoirs  of  his 
life,  91.  222. 

Neufe  afibciation  (North  Caro¬ 
lina),  in  1794,  304. 

Newfoundland,  fuccefs  of  the 
gofpel  there,  266. 

Neavhoufe,  Rev.  Thomas  (Gif- 
burn  Foreft)  his  ordination, 

"  1 19. 

Newman,  Rev.  William,  or¬ 
dained,  190. 

Newt o?z,  Rev.  James,  his  qua¬ 
lification  as  a  tutor,  443, 

Nitfchman,  David,  enters  on  a 
million,  in  which  he  experts 
to  become  a  Have,  3 50, 

352- 
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Norfolk  and  Suffolk  afTociation, 
in  1 794,  188.  in  1795,  331, 
the  number  of  members  in 
each  of  their  churches,  in 
1796,  489. 

Ne-zv  I  ork  afTociation  in  1793, 
r  195-  in  1794,  196. 

Northampton afTociation  in  1  793, 
25.  in  1794,  185;  in  1795, 
267.  in  1796,  493.  number 
of  members  in  each  of  its 
churches,  268. 

- church,  how  fupplied, 

10,  note . 

Northern  afTociation  in  1795, 
t  266.  in  1 796,  487. 

Norway,  large  congregation 
there  enjoy  the  gofpel,  212. 

Norwich  church  (Rev.  Mr. 
Xinghorne’s),  its  exemplary 
benevolence,  92,  207,  532. 

Nozea  Scotia ,  Prefbyterian  mif- 
hon  there,  93.  the  country 
deferibed,  ih. 

I-,  uddea,  in  India,  ihort  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  159. 

Nuttal,  Rev.  John  (Lanca¬ 
shire),  fnort  account  of  him, 

99- 

QLCHGN  church  (Hereford¬ 
shire)  the  oldeft  probably 
among  the  nonconformids  in 
the  principality,  21.  177, 
notes . 

Ordination ,  one  conducted  To 
as  not  to  be  tirefome,  x  2 1 , 
note . 

Ordinations  in  1793,  1 1 7.  in 
1794,  17  95,  1796,  122, 

54-5’  4/  9* 


Rev.  Henry,  his  or¬ 
dination,  at  Waddefdon 

Hill,  347. 

Pain,  Rev.  William,  of  Gam- 
lingay,  his  ordination,  345. 
Palmer ,  Rev.  John,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  and  a  rezjerend  deacon 
at  the  fame  time,  482. 


Parker ,  Rev.  John,  interedmg 
account  of  him,  100.  His 
verfes  on  the  death  of  Rev. 
Ifaac  Slee,  107. 

P arfins ,  Rev.  Edward  (Leeds), 
fketch  of  his  fermon,  1 1 3. 

Payne,  Rev.  Alexander,  now 
of  Wal grave,  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  him,  323,  note . 

Pearce,  Rev.  Samuel,  his  late 
publications  regiflered,  221, 
475* 

Pelot,  Rev.  Francis,  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  5 1 1. 

Pendered,  Rev.  William,  his 
Fad  day  Sermon,  adzj.  474, 

Philadelphia,  Yellow  fever  at, 
59.  63,  in  which  many  chrif- 
tians  died  happily  61.  num¬ 
ber  ofMembers  in  the  Baptid 
Church  there  wh©  died  of 
it,  63. 

- Affociation  in  1793,  72, 

in  1794,  197. 

Pilling,  Rev.  John  (near  Burn- 
lev),  ordained,  1 1 8. 

Pith  ay  Church  (Briftol),  addi¬ 
tions  to  it  in  1 794,  185. 

Plymouth  and  Dock,  extra#  of 
their  letters  to  the  •  Affocia- 
tion,  1794,  183. 

Politics,  a  note  about  preach¬ 
ing  of,  79. 

Powell,  Vavafor,  the  famous, 
mentioned,  18,  23,  notes. 

■ - -  Mr.  a  Member  of  the 

Baptid  Church  in  the  Ead 
Indies,  530. 

Prcjlyterians,  in  the  Southern 
States  of  America,  General 
Aflembly  of,  130. 

Prefcott  Church,  (Devon(  their 
great  lofs,  1 84. 

Price,  Rev.  William,  (Leeds), 
his  character  and  death,  1 1 4. 

- Rev.  Thomas,  of  Yeo¬ 
vil,  ordained,  191. 

Prieftly,  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph,  a 
whh  concerning  him,  388.  a 
book  that  he  fhould  read,  83 
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his  difcourfe  on  the  funeral 
T)  ED  STOKE  AfTociation,  in  of  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards, 
Virginia,  1 792,  64.  308.  his  fermon  on  the  death 

Reece ,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  (War-  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hart,  475* 

wick)  full  account  ofher,228  Rufton,  Rev.  Samuel,  his  call  to 
Religion ,  Retch  of  the  Rate  of  .he  work  of  the  mimicry,  483 
feveral  parts  of  the  Ryland ,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  a  i'yi 


it  m 


world,  207. 


Repentance ,  its  nature  and  im¬ 
portance,  140. 

Revivals  of  religion  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  74,  in  Rhode  Ifland 
1794,  203. 

Rex,  George,  a  Meniolagome- 
kah  chief,  173,  note . 

Reynolds ,  Rev.  John,  account 
of  him,  41,  323  note. 

Rhode  IJland  College,  Com¬ 
mencement,  in  1794,  128. 
in  1795,  329.  in  1796,  457. 

Rice,  Rev.  Mr.  David,  of  Ken- 
tuckey,  mentioned  refpecl- 
fullv,  2G2. 

Richards ,  Rev.  William,  his 
publications,  221,  341. 

Richardfon ,  Rev.  Samuel,  his 
eiTay  regiftered,  474. 


Rigby,  Rev.  John,  account  of  Saint,  the  manner  of  beatify- 
his  ordination,  480.  ing  one  in  Italy,  403. 

Ring,  Rev.  jofeph,  (Bradford,  Sampfon,  Rev.  Richard,  the  ftrft 


Wilts)  his  ordination,  122. 

Rippon,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Lon¬ 
don,  his  geographical  publi¬ 
cation,  2  21. 

- f  John,  his  latch:  publica¬ 
tions  regiftered,  474. 

Rodvjay,  Mr.  James,  with  Mr. 

Jacob  Grigg,  embarks  in  a 
miffion  to  Sierra  Leone,  360,  Scots  Baptifts,  account  of  them, 
the  iffue  of  it,  531.  .  362.  Lift  of  ttieir  publica- 

Rop-ers,  Mrs.  Hannah,  of  Phi-  tions,  477.  Their  firft  con- 
Tadelphia,  a  refpeclful  me-  tribution  to  the  Bapdft  mif- 
moir  of  her,  57.  fion,  152/.  85.  6d. 

Dr.  Wm.  his  ordination  Seminary  oi  learning,  plan 


labus  of  his  farewel  for  mo  ns 
to  the  people  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  86.  account  of  his  fet- 
tlement  at  Briftol,  123. 
fubftance  of  his  funeral 
fermon  for  Mr.  Clarke, 
272.  preface  to  his  Chriilian 
InftruClion,  (Part  I.)  for  th 
ajji (lance  of  mifjionaries  a- 
mong  the  heathen,  342. 
Contents  of  his  Chriftianee 
Militia?  Viaticum,  or  brief 
directions  for  evangelical 
minifters,  343.  his  late  print¬ 
ed  fermons  regiftered,  222, 

475- 

oJFFERT  and  Steadman# 
^  Rev.  MefTrs.  their  itinerant 
labours  in  Cornwall,  459. 


Baptift  ftudent  at  Briftol,  419. 
PI  is  death,  420. 

- James,  Esq.  420. 

Saxony,  the  gofpel  highly 
efteemed  in  many  parts  of  it, 
213. 

Scotland,  Bantift  church  in 

L 

1652,  3 61. 


and  fuccefs  in  1772,57,  let-  for  one  propofed  in  Virgi- 
ter  to  him  from  a  member  of  nia,  66. 

Congrefs,  62.  appointed  to  Shaftjlury  afibciatkm  (Ame- 
receive  donations  for  a  inif-  rica),  in  1792,  1793,  1794? 
fipn  among  the  Hindoos,  197  198, 


■BE 
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Shanfcrit,  cr  Sanfcrit  language, 
the ,  defcribed,  1 56.  Sir  Wm. 
Jones  on  tranfla ting  Ifaiah  or 
the  gofpel  into  Shanfcrit  and 
Perfian,  170,  note. 

Sheraton ,  Mr.  Thomas,  a  publi¬ 
cation  of  his  regiftered,  475. 

Sierra  Leone,  letter  from  David 
George,  95,  depredations 
made  at  the  Settlement,  by 
feme  of  the  French,  215, 
the  report  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  on  it,  217,  ftrft 
fermon  to  the  natives,  249, 
gratitude  for  afliftance  fent 
to  the  Baptifts  at  Free  Town, 
256,  reafons  why  their 
Meeting-houfe  is  not  yet 
built,  ib .  and  409.  prefent 
fufpenfion  of  the  Baptifl 
million  there,  531. 

Slavs  Trade  detefted,  198. 

She,  Rev.  Ifaac,  mentioned,  and 
lines  on  his  death,  107. 

Smith,  Rev.  James,  his  ordina¬ 
tion  regiftered,  479. 

Snaps  Church  (York),  how 
formed,  15,  note. 

Sower  by.  Rev.  Thomas  (Isling¬ 
ton)  his  ordination,  346. 

Sprague ,  Rev.  Jofeph,  his  or¬ 
dination,  481. 

Steadman, Rev.  Wm.  his  fermons 
a  civ.  343.  his  letter,  459. 

St  sevens,  Rev.  Thomas,  his 
fermon  regiftered,  476. 

Stennett,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel, 
memoirs  of  him,  380,  his 
lc  bird  or  paiadile,  a  poem, 
589,  his  difeourfes  on  person¬ 
al  religion  repablifhed,  475. 

Stiles,  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra,  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  biographical  eulo- 
gium  of  him,  283. 

Stillman,  Rev.  Dr.  one  of  his 
pieces  regiftered,  343. 

— — - — ,  Mr.  Samuel,  and 
Mifs  Harriet,  of  Bolton, 
N.  A.  their  death,  1 16. 

Stcnington  Alfociation  (Ame¬ 
rica),  1793,  199, 
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Stuart ,  Charles,  M.  D.  his- 
preface  to  Ainfworths  pieces, 
with  an  account  of  the  life 
of  their  Author,  476. 

Stutter d,  Rev.  John,  extract  of 
his  letter,  119. 

Sutton,  Rev.  John,  of  Ken- 
tuckey,  defcribed,  202. 

Swain,  Rev.  Jofeph,  his  pocket 
companion,  adv.  343. 

Sweden,  gofpel  preachers  in,  212 

Symonds,  Rev.  jofhua,  1,  note. 

y AR  TAR  tribes,  gofpel  a- 
mong  the,  214. 

Taunton,  Rev.  Jacob,  of  Down  - 
ton,  his  death,  189. 

Taylor ,  Rev.  Dan,  his  publi¬ 
cations  adv.  91,  344. 

TERRILL,  the  famous  Rev. 
Mr.  Edward,  founds  the 
Briitol  Academv,  420. 

Terry ,  Rev.  William,  ordained 
at  Snape,  in  Yorkihire,  122. 

Thomas,  R.ev.  Mr.  of  BriftoR 
a  non-conformift,  educated 
young  men  for  the  miniltry, 

4!9- 

Thomas  and  Carey,  R.ev.  MeiT. 
miffionaries,  fet  fail  in  1793, 
cheerful  and  happy,  96.  Ar¬ 
rived  at  Calcutta,  1 4 1 .  Mr. 
Thomas’s  account  of  an 
Hindoo  burning,  142.  His 
converfation  with  the  Brah¬ 
mans  in  1792,  142.  Ac¬ 
count  of  Judifteer,  148.  Be¬ 
gin  their  labours,  154.  Sums 
voted  for  their  fupport,  173. 
Letter  of  the  committee  to 
them,  1 74.  The  places  of 
their  refidence,  354.  Their 
congregation  and  manner  of 
preaching,  524.  The  Scrip¬ 
tures  they  have  tranflated, 
527.  Form  a  little  church, 
530.  Their  profpedts,  528. 

Imfon,  Rev.  John,  his  ordina¬ 
tion,  481. 

bier.  Rev.  Henry,  a  fermon  of 
his,  adv.  344. 
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7E ,  $,  Rev.  John,  his  learn-  Wells ,  Mr.  of  Cheltenham,  one 
lnS>  4J6*  His  Undents,  417.  of  his  Hymns,  287. 

Toucans,  Jofeph,  Elq.  fhort  but  IV el  ft?  AfTociations,  times  of 
relpeclful  memoir  of  him,  269.  keeping  them,  40,  t'ja^ir 

1  mil  min,  Rev.  Dr.  Joiliua,  fe-  minutes  in  1793,  3  7.  in 

veral  oi  his  publications  ad-  1 794,  177.  in  1795,  3 3  c » 

vertized,  9i,  222.  in  1796,  493. 

Trmder,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  North-  Wejlern  AfTociation  in  1703, 

encTCD  *  a'ld  eXperi‘  4  in  *794’  ‘82.  in  .795, 
rp  ’  V  _  .  265.  in  1796,  490. 

iruett,.  ev  .  Zenas,  his  cliro- - Churches,  proDofe  to 

noiogica  piece,  222.  vilit  each  other,  481. 

7,vr„rr,  Rev.  Daniel,  feme  of  Whitbread,  the  generous,  his 
ills  nubhratirme  n j  r  i  . 


his  publications  advertized, 

9}>  222-  344*  A  tribute  of 
his  relpebt  to  one  of  his  de- 
ceafed  friends,  270. 

JJN1TED  Bap tift  affocl  ation 
(formerly  the  Kehukee) 

1792,  6 ' 


J  ^  ^  V/  Mil  J 

kindnefs  to  the  poor  plun¬ 
dered  Baptiilsat  Free  To  vvn, 
409,  note. 

White  field.  Rev.  George,  la- 
nients  a  great  mifiake  into 
which  he  fell,  31 1,  7iote, 
benefit  attending  his  labours 
TTer'  r™  in  America,  S07. 

44  T-  lhomas,  letter  Wild-Street  Church,  call  Mr. 
v  ij  r m  C0nCcrnlng  the  Foikett  to  the  miniftry,  42?, 
numhT/Th  i793>  3nd-he  mUP‘  Rev-W-  called  to' the Mi- 
who  died  of  iSt,C63Sregatl°n  rlS  477 


Williams ,  Rev.  Hugh,  his  or¬ 
dination  at  Leeds,  346, 

Mr. David,  of  America^  i  t 
Jf  1 1 fin,  Rev.  John,  his  ordina- 

don*.  William,  of  Ken- 

,/  16  0nci°n  tuckey,  decribed,  202. 

Rev.  jofnua,  (Yorklhire), 


VILLAGE  preaching,  the 
Midland  fund  for  it,  137, 
Recommended  by  Dr,  Evans’ 


Society,  465,  &c.  &c. 
Virginia  Portfmouth  affociation, 
>793.  199. 


his  biography,  223. 
Worftead,  Cafe  of  the  Church 

T  Robert>  of  Wrexham ^Chu rc h  (DenbVhl 

ybleEtdbbretS  ^  ^  -  -  S  ' 

VS  Mr'Sc^ef  htdolff  T°fi^  Lancashire  Adbci 
tion  to  tfip  Tlanhft  1Q  34-  m  1704 


77  A"7,  Mr-  Archer,  his  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  Baptiil  Fund  in 
London,  532. 
li  arren  Affociatioa,  1793,  69, 

ln  1794.  199.  I 

War-wick  Affociarfon  (New 

W  dV  '793.  t^4>  200. 
Watkins ,  Rev.  Edmund,  afiv 


ation  in  1793,  34.  m  1794, 

139.  in  1795,  33  in  1706, 
49°. 

^7//y  ZF v  D  O R Fy  Count,  at 
Coronation  of  the  Kin?  of 


s  out 


Denmark,  330,  fend., 

at  Ufe  after  ihi'Zu  fnp.  Zl2 
43o  was  by  nuiUke  printed.  1.46  de‘ 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller  has  juft  publifhed in  8njo.  pfiA 
122.  price  Ij.  6d.  the  following  article .  The  laft  Jhect  of 
fo.  XIV •  %uas  at  prefs  before  it  came  to  hand,  but  ave  are 
happy  to  introduce  its  title  and  contents  in  this  place : 

SOCINIANISM  INDEFENSIBLE, 

ON  THE  GROUND  OF 

ITS  MORAL  TENDENCY.- 

CONTAINING 

A  Reply  to  Two  late  Publications  ;  the  "one  by  Dr.  Toulmin^ 
entitled  The  practical  Efficacy  of  the  Unitarian  Doftrine  con- 
fidered  ;  the  other  by  Mr.  Kentilh,  entitled  The  Moral  Ten¬ 
dency  of  the  genuine  Chriffian  Doctrine. 

Sold  by  Gardiner,  Button,  and  Mathews,  London;  and  Ogle, 

Edinburgh. 

contents. 

Reply  to  Dr.  Toulmin.—Th.Q.  ground  of  argument  dated  and  de¬ 
fended  ;  farther  remarks  on  Dr.  Toulmin’s  replies  to  his  anL 
madverilons.  Ilis  complaint  of  the  attack  not  being  made 
on  the  fundamental  principles  of  his  fyffem  ;  the  principle^  of 
Calvinifm  not  the  only  fprings  of  piety  ;  the  want  of  piety 
tacitly  admitted  by  Dr.  Toulmin;  his  method  of  accounting 
for  it  ruinous  to  his  caufe  ;  his  method  of  accounting  for  the 
unfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  preaching  ;  complaint  of  being  called 
Socinians,  and  plea  for  being  called  Unitarians  ;  Socinianiihi 
leads  to  Deifm  ;  cafe  of  the  Puritans  and  Socinians  diffimilar  ; 
grounds  of  love  to  Chrift  ;  Dr.  Toulmin’s  complaint  of  injuft 
tice ;  on  criminal  error,  and  judging  the  heart 

Appendix . — Containing  remarks  on  Dr^Toulmin’s  review  of  tfye 
Adis  of  the  Apoffles 

Reply  to  Mr.  Kentijh.—Wz  begs  the  queftion  in  his  title  pag£  ; 
declines  a  full  inquiry  on  the  fubjedl ;  the  concluding  paflage 
of  Letters  on  Socinianifm  defended  againlt  the  charges  of  Mih 
Kentifh,  and  the  reviewers  ;  reply  to  Mr.  Rentifh’s  fix  previ¬ 
ous  remarks ;  his  four  heads  of  inquiry;  viz.  I.  On  the  divine, 
the  focial,  and  the  perfonal  virtues  ;  on  love  to  God  ;  love  to 
C  hr  iff ;  the  fear  of  God  ;  confidence  in  God ;  trufting  in 
Chriff  ;  his  appeal  to  fa£l  ;  on  the  innocence  of  error  ;  his 
appeal  againlt  fact;  2.  On  the  tendency  of  the  Unitarian  doc¬ 
trine  to  affiff,  fupport,  and  confole,  under  temptations,  afflic¬ 
tions,  and  death  ;  3.  On  the  converfion  of  profligates  and 
unbelievers ;  4.  On  veneration  for  the  feriptures  ;  remark  oii 
the  meaning  of  John  xiv.  28.  My  Fatffer  ts  grcatev  than  Is 
review  of  the  reviewers 
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